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INTRODUCTION. 


It  is  through  jour  earnest  soHcitations,  my  dear 
friends,  that  I  commit  to  public  inspectioo  the  crude 
fragments  recorded  in  my  Military  Journal,  kept  dui> 
ing  the  American  Revolutionary  War.  The  subordi- 
nate statioa  which  I  auatained  did  not  permit  access  to 
the  great  source  from  which  all  important  events  de- 
rived their  origin ;  nor  was  I  made  acquainted  with 
the  views  and  motives  of  action.  The  transactions 
and  occurrences  which  I  shall  relate,  though  of  minor 
import  and  penned  for  temporary  amusement,  are  ne- 
vertheless of  a  nature  too  deeply  interesting  to  be  con- 
signed to  oblivion.  No  circumstance  pertainii^  to  our 
country's  emancipation,  but  should  be  embalmed  in 
the  memory  of  our  children,  and  transmitted  to  the 
latest  posterity,  as  among  the  most  interesting  trans- 
actions recorded  in  the  annals  of  man.  When  we  con- 
template the  vastly  extended  consequences  of  our  re- 
volution, it  will  be  conceded  that  every  incident  res- 
pecting its  rise  and  progress,  and  the  renowned  pa- 
triots and  heroes  by  whom  it  was  achieved,  is  well 
worthy  of  perpetual  remembrance.  With  these  are 
associated  the  primary  principles  of  the  rights  of  man. 
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which  80  successfully  prevailed  at  the  period  of  our 
country's  infancy,  Those  principles,  which  are  the 
great  spring  of  action  in  the  bosom  of  the  honest  pa- 
triot, spurn  the  power  and  paralyze  the  hearts  of  ty- 
rants. 1  he  contents  of  these  sheets  refer  more  to  de- 
tails of  military  manceuvree  and  the  internal  poHce  of 
camps,  than  to  projects  and  eyents  which  decide  the 
fate  of  nations ;  they  may,  bowerer,  afibrd  amusement 
to  the  inquisitive  mind,  and  to  the  rising  generation, 
precepts  not  altogether  destitute  of  importance  and 
useful  iostructioD.  They  will  disclose  some  interesting 
particulars,  not  generally  known,  and  may  serve  to 
augment  the  stock  of  information  developing  the  fatal 
policy  of  the  British  government,  as  displayed  on  the 
theatre  of  her  American  colonies.  This  production 
may  moreover  subserve  the  purpose  of  an  epitome  of 
the  history  of  the  revolutionary  contest,  and  abridge 
in  some  measure  the  labor  of  the  youthful  mind  in  the 
study  of  the  more  elaborate  and  technical  histories  of 
that  ever  memorable  epoch.  With  this  view  I  have 
prehxed  a  short  sketch  of  interesting  transactions  prior 
to  the  actual  commencement  of  hostilities.  "  History," 
says  a  late  elegant  writer,  "  presents  no  struggle  for 
liberty,  which  has  in  it  more  of  the  moral  sublime, 
than  that  of  the  American  revolution.  It  has  been  of 
late  years  too  much  forgotten  in  the  sharp  contentions 
of  party,  and  he  who  endeavors  to  withdraw  the  pub- 
lic mind  from  these  debasing  conflicts,  and  to  fix  it  on 
the  grandeur  of  that  epoch,  which,  magnificent  in  it- 
self, begins  now  to  wear  the  solemn  livery  of  antiquity, 
as  it  is  viewed  through  the  deepening  twilight  of  al- 
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mo6t  half  a  century,  certainly  performs  a  meritorious 
service,  and  can  scarcely  need  a  juatification."* 

It  may  be  deemed  reproachful  to  our  country,  that 
half  a  century  has  elapsed  since  the  American  colonies 
vrere  emancipated  from  Biitish  thraldom,  and  that  we' 
are  yet  unfurnished  with  proper  biographical  memoirs 
of  the  renoTToed  patiiots  and  heroes  whose  unparallel- 
ed efibrts,  under  Providence,  achieved  the  inestimable 
Wessings  of  liberty  and  freedom.  No  characters,  as- 
suredly, are  more  worthy  to  excite  the  curiosity  and 
gratitude  of  posterity,  than  those  who  contributed  so 
largely  to  the  establishment  of  our  invaluable  civil  and 
religious  privileges  under  a  republican  constitutioa 
The  immortal  chieftain,  indeed,  and  his  illustrious  com- 
peer, General  Greene,  can  receive  no  additional  me- 
morials from  any  labors  in  my  power  to  bestow.  I 
might  incur  the  imputation  of  arrogance  were  1  to  ima- 
gine myself  competent  to  the  duty  of  portraying  in  a 
just  light  the  characters  of  those  whose  revered  names 
-are  introduced  into  the  Appendix  of  this  work.  I  can 
only  claim  the  merit  of  having  exerted  my  best  efforts 
to  procure  documents  and  assistance,  and  to  illustrate 
their  qualities  under  the  guidance  of  the  legitimate 
principles  of  impartiality  and  justice.  Should  posteri- 
ty inquire  why  their  ancestors,  destitute  of  military 
education  or  experience,  abandoned  their  peaceful 
abodes  to  encounter  the  perils  of  uncertain  warfare, 
let  them  he  told  it  was  not  to  execute  the  mandates  of 
a  tyrant  in  subjugatir^  their  fellow  men,  but  it  was  in 
defence  of  our  most  precious  rights  and  privileges ;   it 

•  SUlimu'i  Tmh  ftwa  Hvtiprd  to  Quebec,  1830. 
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was  a  display  of  that  geiniiae  patriotism  and  true  g^o- 
ry  which  it  is  ever  most  honourable  to  venerate  and 
cherish.  While  their  own  hearts  glow  with  patriotic 
fervor,  let  them  reflect,  that  true  gloiy  consists  in  the 
love  of  peace  and  the  culture  of  benevolence  and  good 
will  to  men.  Let  their  souls  hold  in  detestation  eveiy 
species  of  warfare,  save  that  which  may  secure  and 
defend  the  invaluable  heritage  which  their  fathers 
have  bequeathed  them,  and  for  which  their  memories 
should  be  embalmed  with  the  incense  of  gratitude. 

N.  B.  Should  the  reader  conceire  that  in  detailing  the 
ravages  and  aggressioD§  of  the  British  army,  I  have  indulged 
ID  language  of  aBperity,  ioconsistent  with  that  urfaanit;  and 
good  fellowship  which  it  is  desirable  should  be  cultivated  he- 
ttreen  the  two  nations  at  the  present  day,  it  may  be  observed 
that  this  is  but  a  feeble  specimen  of  the  belligerent  language 
employed  by  writers  at  that  period,  when  the  wrathful  pas- 
sions were  reciprocally  excited  and  cimtinually  aggravated- 
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January. — At  the  precise  period  when  my  medical  ttndies 
fend  education  are  completed,  under  the  patronage  of  Dr. 
Abner  Hersej,  of  Barnstable,  my  native  town,  and  1  am 
contemplating  the  commencement  of  a  new  career  in  life,  I 
find  our  country  about  to  be  involred  in  all  the  horrors  of  a 
civil  war.  A  series  of  arbitrary  and  oppressive  measures, 
on  the  part  of  the  mother  country,  has  long  been  advancing 
to  that  awft;!  crisis,  when  an  appeal  to  the  power  of  the 
Bword  becomes  inevitable.  The  event  of  this  mighty 
struggle  is  to  decide  an  affair  of  infinite  magnitude,  not 
merely  as  it  respects  the  present  generation,  but  as  it  will 
affect  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  unborn  millions.  The 
great  fundamental  principle,  in  the  present  controversy,  is 
the  right  which  is  cfaimecl  by  the  Pailiament  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, to  exercise  dominion  as  the  mly  supreme,  and  uncontiol- 
lable  legislative  power  over  all  the  American  Colonies. 
"  Can  tbey  make  laws  to  bind  the  colonies  in  all  cases  what' 
ever  ;  levy  taxes  on  them  without  their  consent ;  dispose  of 
the  revenues,  thus  raised,  without  their  control  ;  multiply 
officers  at  pleasure,  and  assign  them  fees,  to  be  paid  without, 
nay,  contrary  to,  and  in  direct  violation  of,  acts  of  our  Pro* 
Tincial  Assemblies  and  approved  by  the  crown  f  Can  they 
enlarge  the  power  of  admiralty  courts  ;  divert  the  usual 
channels  of  justice  ;  deprive  the  colonists  of  trial  by  a  jury 
of  their  countrymen;  in  short,  break  down  the  Darrieri 
which  their  forefathers  have  erected  agamst  arbitrary 
power,  and  enforce  their  edicts  by  fleets  and  armies." 
TbeD  indeed  are  w«  reduced  to  a  atate  of  abject  slavery  ; 


lU  UlLITART  JOUBSAL,  1775.  [JAMtTAHT. 

and  all  resistance  to  acts  of  Parliament  may  justly  be  called 
by  the  name  of  treason  and  rebellion.  "  The  people  of 
these  colonies  consider  themselves  as  British  subject! 
eatitled  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Freemen.  It  » 
inseparably  essential  to  the  freedom  of  a  people,  and  the 
undoubted  right  of  Englishmen,  that  no  taxes  be  imposed 
on  them  but  with  their  own  consent,  given  personally,  or  by 
their  representatives.  From  their  local  circumstances,  the 
colonies  cannot  be  represented  in  the  house  of  commons  of 
Great  Britain  ;  the  only  representatives  of  the  people  of 
the  colonies  are  the  persons  chosen  therein  by  themselves ; 
and  no  taxes  ever  can  be  constitutionally  imposed  on  theffl^ 
but  by  their  respective  legislatures."  All  acts  of  Parlia- 
ment therefore,  for  raising  a  revenue  in  America,  are  con- 
sidered as  depriving  us.  of  our  property,  without  our  consent, 
and  consequently  as  a  palpable  infringement  of  our  ancient 
rights  and  privileges.  They  are  unconstitutional  and  arbi- 
trary laws,  subversive  of  the  liberties  and  privileges  secur- 
ed to  us  by  our  royal  charters.  It  is  not  consistent  with  the 
principles  which  actuate  the  American  people,  ever  tamely 
to  submit  to  such  a  degrading  system  of  government ;  not 
however  from  a  want  of  loyalty  to  our  king,  nor  from  air 
undue  impatience  of  subordination  or  legal  restraint  ;  for  in 
a  quiet  submission  and  demeanor  to  constitutional  authority, 
and  in  zeal  and  attachment  to  our  king,  we  dare  to  vie  with 
any  of  our  fellow  subjects  of  Great  Britain  ;  but  it  ia  an 
innate  love  of  liberty,  and  our  just  rights,  that  impels  us  to 
I  tbe  arduous  struggle.  In  no  country,  it  is  asserted,  is  the 
love  of  liberty  more  deeply  rooted,  or  the  knowledge  of  the 
rights  inherent  to  freemen  more  generally  diffused,  or  better 
understood,  than  among  the  British  American  Colonies.  Our 
religious  and  political  privileges  are  derived  from  our  vir- 
tuous fathers  ;  they  were  inhaled  with  our  earliest  breath  ; 
and  are,  and  will,  I  trust,  ever  be,  implanted  and  cherished 
in  the  bosom  of  the  present  and  future  generations.  These 
are  the  prevalent  sentiments  in  New  England  at  this  event- 
ful crisis,  and  all  the  other  provinces,  Georgia  excepted,  are 
known  to  be  in  unison  with  us  in  the  resolution,  to  oppose 
with  all  our  power  every  violation  of  our  just  rights  and 
privileges.  We  are  not  however  authorized,  even  in  the 
.  most  glorious  of  causes,  to  expect  a  perfect  unanimity  among 
a  people.  Numerous  are  the  springs  of  men's  actions ;  and 
diversity  of  sentiment  and  views  are  characteristic  of  hu- 
man nature.    Accordingly  we  find  a  small  minority  in  our 
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cooDtry  who  are  inimical  to  tbe  common  cause,  and  who  are 
continually  opposing  every  proceeding  of  the  majority.  ; 
(These  people  are  doubtless  actuated  oy  various  motives ; 
' a  feiv,  comparatively,  influenced  by  principle;  some  by  a 
I  spirit  of  timidity,  or  the  absurd  doctrme  of  passive  obedi- 
I  «nce  and  non-resistance ;  others,  from  the  strength  of  their 
passions,  and  weakness  of  Judgment,  are  biassed  and  led 
astray  by  designing  demagogues.  There  are,  however, 
those  who  are  vile  enough  to  prostrate  all  honor  and  princt* 
pie  with  the  sordid  view  of  office  and  preferment, 

:b  Ihey  et'  uiil  drink.". 

Those  disaflected  individuals,  who  still  adhere  to  the  royal 
cause,  have  received  the  epithet  of  Tories  ;  the  very  name 
is  abhorrent  to  the  people  in  general,  and  they  are  subjected 
to  such  rigorous  discipline  as  to  prevent  them  from  doing 
injury  to  the  great  cause  of  our  country.  The  great  major- 
ity of  tbe  people  are  happily  united  in  the  resolution  lo 
oppose,  to  the  uttermost,  the  wicked  attempts  of  the  Eng* 
lisu  cabinet.  This  class  of-  people  have  assumed  the  appel- 
lation of  Whigg  ;  but  by  our  enemies  are  stigmatized  by  the 
name  of  Htbtb.  If,  as  we  affirm,  the  British  government 
have  ceased  to  rule  agreeably  to  the  principles  of  our  con- 
stitution, and  our  royal  charter,  and  have  assumed  to  them- 
selves the  high  prerogative  of  despotic  sway,  then  are  ne 
absolved  from  cur  allegiance  and  duties  as  British  subjects- 
A  contract  abrogated  by  one  party  can  no  longer  be  binding 
on  the  other-  If  we  are  menaced  with  royal  power  and 
authority,  we  justify  ourselves  in  defending  our  indefeasible 
rights  against  despotism  and  tyrannical  oppression.  Cowards 
alone  will  bend  to  unjust  power,  and  slaves  and  sycophants 
only  will  yield  both  soul  and  body  to  the  disposal  of  tyran- 
nical masters.  Should  our  efforts,  under  God,  be  cronned 
with  the  desired  luccess,  we  shall  obtain  the  honor  of  rescuing 
•ourselves  and  posterity  from  vassalage  ;  but  if  compelled  to 
succumb  under  royal  power,  then  will  ours  be  the  rebel's  fate, 
the  scaffold  and  the  gibbet  will  be  glutted  with  their  devoted 
victims.  We  cannot  justly  be  accused  of  a  rash  precipitance 
of  proceeding  ;  for  petitions  and  memorials,  couched  in  the 
most  loyal  and  humble  language,  have  been  at  various  peri- 
ods presented  to  our  royal  sovereign,  and  his  parliament, 
praying  for  a  redress  of  grievances  ;  but  they  are  deaf  to  all 
our  complaints  and  supplications,  and  tbe  coercive  arm  of 
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power  u  tnspended  over  ua,  thfe&teniiig  implacable  ven- 
geance. 

AmoDg  the  odious  acts  of  the  British  Parliameul,  they 
passed  one  which  imposed  a  duty  on  the  article  of  tea,  and 
several  cargoes  of  this  commodity  were  shipped  to  America 
to  obtain  the  duty  and  a  market.  On  the  arrival  of  the  tea 
ships  at  BostoD,  great  indignatioD  was  escited  among  the 
people ;  tovrn  meetings  were  called  to  devise  some  legal 
measures  to  prohibit  the  landing  of  the  odious  article.  It 
was  universally  understood  that  if  the  tea  was  once  landed, 
und  stored,  it  would  by  some  means  come  to  a  market,  and 
the  duty  to  the  government  would  be  secured.  In  order  to 
dei'eat  this  object,  after  all  legal  measures  had  failed,  a  num- 
ber of  persons  in  disguise  entered  the  ships  at  the  wharves, 
broke  open  343  chests  of  tea,  and  discharged  their  contents 
iiiio  the  water  at  the  dock.  This  was  on  the  16th  Decem- 
ber, 1773.  When  intelligence  of  this  summary  proceeding 
reached  England,  it  was  condemned  by  the  government  ^ 
enormously  criminal.  They  menaced  our  Province  with  the 
most  exemplary  vengeance,  and  Parliament  soon  passed  the 
Boston  Vindictive  Port  Bill  as  a  part  of  their  coercive  sys- 
tem, so  that  merely  the  name  of  tea  is  now  associated  with 
,  ministerial  grievances,  and  tea  drinking  is  almost  tantamount 
to  an  open  avowal  of  toryism.  Those  who  are  anxious  to 
avoid  the  epithet  of  enemies  to  tbeir  country,  strictly  pro- 
'  hibit  the  use  of  tea  in  their  families,  and  the  nost  squeamish 
ladies  are  compelled  to  have  recourse  to  isubstitutes,  or 
secretly  steal  indulgence  in  their  favorite  Bast  India  bev- 
erage. 

JuarcK.-^FoT  the  purpose  of  enforcing  submission  to  the 
cruel  mandates  of  the  royal  government,  a  reinforcement  of 
the  British  army  has  arrived  at  Boston  ;  and  General  Gage 
is  appointed  Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief.  An  armed 
fleet  also  occupies  the  harbor  ;  and  the  whole  port  is  closed 
against  all  but  British  vessels.  In  short,  the  horrors  of  civil 
war  seem  stalking,  with  rapid  strides,  towards  our  deVoted 
country.  The  people  have  resorted  to  the  expedient  of 
abolishing  all  the  courts  of  justice  under  the  new  Tcgulations. 
In  our  shire  towns  the  populace  have  collected  in  sufficient 
numbers  to  bar  the  doors  of  the  court  houses,  and  prohibit 
the  entrance  of  judges  and  officers  ;  the  jurors  are  so  intim- 
idated, or  zealous  in  the  good  cause,  that  in  general  they 
refuse  to  take  the  oath,  or  to  act  in  any  manner  under  the 
new  modification  of  government ;  and  the  clerks  of  courts, 
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who  have  issued  warrants  by  which  the  jurors  are  suimnon- 
ed,  have  in  mauy  instaucea  been  compelled  to  acknowtedga 
their  contrition,  and  to  publish  in  the  newspapers,  a  full  re- 
cantation. At  the  regular  term  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  at  Barnstable,  in  September  last,  I  witnessed  the  fol- 
lowing prompt  procedure-  A  body  of  about  twelve  hundred 
men  assembled  and  obstructed  the  passage  to  the  court  house 
door.  The  leader  of  this  assemblage  was  Dr.  Nathaniel 
Freeman,  a  bold  son  of  liberty,  of  Sandwich.  Col.  James 
Otis,  the  chief  justice  of  the  court,  preceded  by  the  sberifi*, 
approached  ;  and  the  venerable  chief  justice  clemanded  ad- 
mission. Dr.  Freeman  replied  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  people  to  prevent  the  court's  being  opened  to  exercise 
those  unconstitutional  powers,  with  which  they  are  invested 
by  Parliament.  The  chief  justice,  in  bis  majesty's  name, 
commanded  them  to  disperse,  and  permit  the  court  to  enter 
and  proceed  to  business.  But  his  majesty's  name  had  lost  its 
power ;  it  can  have  no  charms  with  the  sons  of  liberty.  The 
venerable  judge  then  said  be  had  acquitted  himself  of  his 
duty,  and  retired.  This  proceeding  had  been  discussed  and 
concerted,  prior  to  the  court  term  ;  and  Colonel  Otis  himself, 
»  staunch  whig,  was,  it  is  believed,  not  only  apprized  of,  but 
actually  acquiesced  in,  this  bold  measure.  This  excellent 
man  is  now  advanced  to  about  74  years  in  life  ;  be  is  consid- 
ered as  possessing  sound  sense  and  good  judgment ;  and  a< 
being  of  the  purest  integrity.  He  has  been,  for  many  years, 
the  leading  law  character  in  the  Old  Colony,  and  a  member 
of  his  majesty's  council  of  the  province  ;  but  his  patriotism 
and  zeal  in  the  cause  of  our  country  have  rendered  him  and 
his  family  exceedingly  odious  to  Governor  Hutchinson,  and 
other  adherents  of  the  crown.  Colonel  Otis  is  the  parent  of 
that  great  champion,  and  able  advocate  for  liberty  and  the 
rights  of  man,  James  Otis,  jun.  Esq.  This  gentleman  is 
now  m  a  melancholy  state  of  mental  derangement ;  and  all 
New  England  is  deploring  the  irreparable  loss  of  the  talents, 
eloquence,  and  patriotic  services  of  this  justly  celebrated 
character.  Colonel  Otis  has  two  other  sons,  Joseph  and 
Samuel  Allyne  Otis,  who  are  active  whigs  ;  and  a  daughter, 
married  to  James  Warren,  Esq.  of  Plymouth,  who  is  now 
President  of  our  Provincial  Congress.  Though  no  judicial 
courts  are  in  existence,  few  crimes  are  committed  ;  all  is 
peace,  order  and  regularity.  The  people  are  their  own 
rulers,  and  never  was  there  less  need  of  penal  laws.  Triv- 
ial disputes  are  mutually  adjusted  or  decided  by  reference  ; 
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peconiary  demands  are  suspended,  and  the  simple  recom- 
mendations  of  CoiiKress,  and  of  our  commiltees  of  safety, 
receive  that  cheerful  acquiescence  which  is  scornfully  de- 
nied to  the  coercive  edicts  emanating  from  despotic  power. 
For 


We  have  a  Provincial  Congress  in  session  at  Concord,  con- 
sisting  of  delegates  elected  fay  the  people,  and  also  a  grand 
Continental  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  composed  of  charac- 
ters highly  distinguished  for  political  wisdom,  rigid  patriotism 
and  public  virtue. 

The  public  indignation  is  now  greatly  excited  by  the  fol- 
lowing shameful  transaction.  The  people  from  the  country, 
whose  business  called  them  into  Boston,  were  suspected  by 
the  British  officers,  of  purchasing  guns  from  their  soldiers. 
In  order  to  furnish  an  opportunity  to  inflict  punishment,  and 
to  raise  occasion  for  a  serious  quarrel,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Nesbit,  of  the  forty-seventh  regiment,  ordered  a  soldier  to 
offer  a  countryman  an  old  rusty  musket.  A  man  from  Bil- 
lerica  was  caught  by  this  bait,  and  purchased  the  gun  for 
three  dollars.  The  unfortunate  man  was  immediately  seized 
by  Nesbit,  and  cooGoed  in  the  guard  bouse  all  night.  Early 
nest  morning  they  stripped  him  entirely  naked,  covered  him 
over  with  warm  tar,  ana  then  with  feathers,  placed  him  on  a 
cart,  and  conducted  him  through  the  streets  as  far  as  liberty- 
tree,  where  the  people  began  to  collect  in  vast  numbers,  and 
the  military,  fearing  for  their  otvn  safety,  dismissed  the  man, 
and  retreated  to  their  barracks.  The  party  consisted  of 
about  thirty  grenadiers  with  fixed  bayonets,  twenty  drums 
and  fifes  playing  the  Rogue's  March,  headed  by  the  redoubt- 
able Nesbit  with  a  drawn  sword  !  What  an  honorable  deed 
for  a  British  field  officer  and  grenadiers  !  .The  selectmen 
of  Billerica  remonstrated  with  General  Gage  respecting 
this  outrage,  but  obtained  no  satisfaction. 

^pril  2Ijrl. — Intelligence  is  now  received  that  the  British 
regulars  have  marched  out  of  Boston,  and  actually  com- 
menced hostilities  against  our  people  at  Lexington.  For 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  particular  facts,  1  have  been 
desired  to  wait  on  Col.  Otis,  at  his  mansion  in  this  town.  It 
was  in  the  evening,  when  I  found  this  dignified  patriot  in  his 
easy  chair,  with  several  of  his  neighbors  listening  with  agi- 
tated spirits  to  some  account  of  this  first  most  awM  tragedy. 
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The  good  old  gentleman  bad  received  a  letter  containing  a. 
statemeot  of  sotnepatticulars,  end  with  manifest  trepidatioh 
he  said  to  this  effect.  "  The  British  troops  marched  to 
Lesing;ton  and  Concord  last  Wednesday,  the  19th  instant,  for 
the  purpose  of  destroying  some  of  our  military  stores ;  our 
militia  collected  and  met  them  at  Lexington  ;  the  regulars 
soon  commenced  firing  on  them  ;  our  people  returned  the 
fire  ;  a  smart  skirmish  ensued,  and  several  men  were  killed 
on  hotb  sides.  The  British  were  compelled  to  retreat,  in 
some  confusion,  to  Boston  ;  and  our  people  pursued  and 
harassed  them.  The  fearful  day  has  arrived  !  a  civil  war 
has  actually  commenced  in  our  land.  We  must  be  prepared 
for  the  worst,  and  may  God  preserve  and  protect  our  coun- 
try." This  tragical  event  seems  to  have  electrified  all 
classes  of  people  ;  the  brave  are  fired  with  manly  resent- 
ment, the  timid  overwhelmed  in  despair  ;  the  patriotic  whigs 
sorrowing  over  public  calamities,  while  the  tories  indulge 
the  secret  hope,  that  the  friends  of  liberty  are  about  to 
receive  their  chastisement.  The  sword  is  now  unsheathed, 
and  our  friends  are  slaughtered  by  our  cruel  enemies;  ex- 
presses are  hastening  from  town  to  town,  in  all  directions 
through  the  country,  spreading  the  melancholy  tidings  and 
inspiriting  and  rousing  the  people  To  Jirms !  To  .Srmt .' 
The  people  of  New  England  have  taken  the  alarm,  and  their 
hearts  are  animated  even  to  enthusiasm.  There  is  an  enthu' 
siam  in  religion,  m  politics,  in  military  achievements,  and  in 
gallantry  and  love,  and  why  not  an  enthusiasm  in  the  love  of 
country  ?  No  species  of  enthusiasm  surely  can  be  more 
laudable,  or  more  honorable.  Never  was  a  cause  more  just, 
more  sacred  than  ours ;  we  are  commanded  to  defend  the 
rich  inheritance  bequeathed  to  us  by  our  virtuous  ancestors ; 
and  it  is  our  bounden  duty  to  transmit  it  nncontaminated  to 
posterity  ;  we  must  fight  valiantly,  therefore,  for  our  lives 
and  property,  for  our  holy  religion,  for  our  honor,  and  for  our 
dearest  friends.  We  are  not  born  to  be  slaves,  and  are  re- 
solved  to  live  and  die  free  ;  appealing  to  the  sovereign  Ruler 
of  the  Universe  for  the  justice  of  our  cause,  and  relying  on 
his  Almighty  arm  for  protection  and  support.  A  certain 
number  of  active  men,  in  every  town,  have  formed  them- 
selves into  military  companies,  under  the  name  of  tninvte 
men;  they  are  daily  practising  the  manual  exercise,  and  are 
held  in  constant  readiness  to  march  against  the  enemy  at  a 
moment's  warning.  We  await  with  trembling  expectation 
the  issue  of  every  hour- 
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Authenticsted  accounta  are  now  received  of  tbe  battle  at 
LeiiiigttHt.  On  Tuesday  evening,  18th  instant,  GeneraJ 
Gage  despatched,  with  as  much  secrecy  as  possible,  a  de-' 
tachment  consistmg  of  eight  or  Dine  hundred  regulars,  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant  Col.  Smith,  for  the  purpose  of 
destroying  some  military  stores,  which  our  people  bad  depos- 
ited at  Concord,  about  eighteen  miles  from  Boston.  Having 
arrived  at  Leiingttxi,  six  miles  short  of  Concord,  they  were 
met  by  a  company  of  militia,  of  about  one  hundred  men, 
who  having  taken  the  alarm,  began  to  assemble  from  differ- 
ent towns  before  daylight.  They  were  assembled  near  the 
church,  about  sunrise  ;  when  the  British  advanced  in  quick 
march  to  within  a  few  rods,  Major  Pitcairn  called  out, 
*'  Dispene,  you  RebeU,  throie  down  your  arms  and  disperse.^' 
Their  small  number  would  not  admit  of  opposition,  and  while 
they  were  dispersing,  the  regulars  huzzaed,  and  immediate- 
ly one  or  two  pistols  were  fired  by  the  officers,  and  four  or 
five  muskets  by  the  soldiers  ;  when  a  pretty  general  dis- 
charge from  the  whole  party  followed,  by  which  eight  of 
our  people  were  killed  and  seven  wounded.  The  British 
now  renewed  their  march  to  Concord,  where  they  destroyed 
a  few  articles  of  stores  and  sixty  barrels  of  flour.  Here 
they  were  met  by  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  militia  men, 
on  whom  they  fired  and  killed  two,  and  wounded  others. 
Our  militia  and  minute  men  were  now  collecting  in  consider' 
able  numbers,  and  being  justly  enraged,  they  made  a  bold  and 
furious  attack  on  the  enemy,  and  drove  them  in  qvick  march 
to  Lexingtffli.  General  Gage  having  received  intelligence 
of  the  critical  situation  of  his  troops,  immediately  ordered 
out  Lord  Percy,  with  a  large  reinforcement,  with  two  field 
pieces.  He  marched  over  the  neck  through  Roxhury,  his 
music  playing  by  way  of  contempt  and  derision  the  tune  of 
"  Yankee  doodU."  This  timely  reinforcement  joined  the 
party  under  command  of  Colonel  Smith  at  Lexington,  which 
formed  a  force  of  about  eighteen  hundred  men.  They  soon 
deemed  it  prudent  to  commence  theii'  march  to  Boston,  the 
provincial  militia  and  mbute  men,  continually  increasing  in 
numbers,  pursued  and  flanked  them  with  the  hope  of  cutting 
off  their  retreat.  A  constant  skirmishing  ensued  ;  the  pro- 
vincials ctmcealed  themselves  behind  stone  walls,  and  with  a 
sure  aim  thinned  their  enemies'  ranks,  and  occasioned  among 
them  great  confudiim.  On  their  side,  they  could  only  keep 
up  a  scattering  fire,  without  effect,  frequently  firing  over  the 
stone  walls,  when  there  was  not  a  taaa  to  be  seen  hehiiHl 
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them.  The  great  object  of  the  British,  was  to  effect  a-aafs 
retreat  to  Boston ;  but>  to  avenge  themselves,  thej  burnt 
and  plundered  houses,  destroj^ed  property,  and  actually  mur* 
dered  several  innocent  unarmed  perioos.  The  situation  of 
the  king's  forces  was,  during  the  day,  extremely  hazardous  f 
and  it  is  considered  wonderful  that  any  of  them  escaped. 
Worn  down  and  almost  eihausted  with  fatigue,  and  their 
ammunition  nearly  expended,  they  had  become  nearly  de^ 
fenceless  when  they  reached  Charlestown,  in  the  evenine^ 
aller  a  Iws  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-three  men,  killedj 
wounded  and  prisoners.  The  loss  on  the  side  of  the  Prorin* 
cials  is  eighty-eight  is  the  whole.  -  The  British  officers  have 
received  a  specimen  of  Yankee  covragt,  which  they  have 
hitherto  affected  to  hold  in  the  most  sovereign  ctmtempt ; 
they  have  ascertained  by  fatal  experience,  that  the  people 
of  New  Englajid  will  bid  de&ance,  to  their  veteran  regulars, 
and  fight  courageously  in  defence  of  their  rights.  It  is  truly 
said  to  be  matter  of  astonishment  and  chagrin,  that  after  all 
their  glorying,  their  veteran  troops  have  been  compelled  to 
flee  before  a  comparatively  small  number  of  undisciplined 
Yankee*-  The  origin  of  this  term,  so  frequently  employed  by 
way  of  reproach  to  the  New  England  people,  is  said  to  be  at 
fallows.  A  farmer,  by  name  Jonathan  Hastmgs,  of  Cambridge, 
about  the  year  1713,  used  it  as  a  cant,  favorite  word,  to  ex- 
press excellency  when  applied  to  any  thing ;  as  a  Yankee  good 
Dorse,  Yankee  cider,  &c.  meaning  an  excellent  horse  an4 
excellent  cider.  The  students  at  college,  having  frequent 
intercourse  with  Mr.  Hastings,  and  hearing  him  emplc^  the 
term  on  all  occasions,  adopted  it  themselves,  and  gave  him 
the  uane  of  Yankee  Jonathan ;  this  soon  became  a  cant 
word  among  the  collegians  to  express  a  weak,  simple,  awk* 
ward  person,  and  from  college  it  was  carried  and  circulated 
through  the  country,  till,  from  its  currency  in  New  England, 
it  was  at  length  t^en  up  and  unjustly  applied  to  the  New 
Eoglanders  in  common,  as  a  term  of  reproach.  It  was  in 
consequence  of  this  that  a  particular  song«  called  "  Yat^wt 
doodle"  was  composed  in  derision  of  those  scornfully  called 
Yankees^' 

Jlfi^. — Since  the  catastrophe  at  Lexiiq;t(»4  our  Provincial  - 
Congress  have  addressed  the  several  towns  of  the  colraty  in 

*  Titn  ivpetn  iDac  iDe«i|nnlT  >■>  U»  i!ovn  daEmtion  of  Uw  woid  YukMj 
TlMMlinriuuni|ipsMdbjioB«loba  UieorigiD  from  which  it  wderiTed.  "  YtS' 
k«iittelD3iuaorniptiiHi«f£wH)i-     T*iiUt;  YoKtUi,  fimiUM, ud Bnny 
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«  circnlar  letter,  in  tbe  following  imprenive  language. 
*'  We  coDJure  yoa  by  «ll  that  ii  dear,  bj  all  that  ii  ucred, 
that  you  give  all  aistitance  powible  in  forming  the  army. 
Our  all  ii  a:t  ttake.  Death  and  devastaticn  are  the  certain 
coaiequeaces  of  delay.  Every  moment  i>  infinitely  precious. 
An  hour  lost  may  deluge  your  country  in  blood,  and  entail 
perpetual  slavery  on  the  few  of  your  posterity  who  may 
survive  the  carnage.  We  beg  and  entreat,  aa  you  wUl  an- 
swer it  to  your  country,  to  your  conaciences,  and  above  all, 
as  you  will  answer  it  to  God  himself,  that  you  will  hasten 
and  encourage,  by  all  possible  means,  the  etdistment  of  men 
to  form  the  Army,  and  send  them  forward  to  head  quarters 
at  Cambridge,  with  that  expedition  which  the  vast  impor- 
tance  and  instant  ui^ncy  of  the  affair  demands." 
-  It  is  scarcely  possible  to  describe  the  zeal  and  military 
ardor  which  pervades  New  England  since  the  battle  at  Lex- 
ington. It  is  supposed  that  nearly  forty  thousand  men  have 
been  in  arms  with  the  design  of  Investing  the  town  of  Boston, 
and  avenging  themselves  on  the  enemy  for  their  late  slaugh- 
ter of  our  brethren.  The  universal  voice  h  "  gtane  thtm 
Mit."  Drive  them  from  the  town  and  let  his  majesty's 
ships  be  their  only  place  of  refuge.  Our  Provincial  Con- 
gress have  resolved  that  an  army  of  thirty  thousand  men  be 
immediately  raised  and  established.  A  considerable  number 
have  alreaidy  enlisted,  and  being  formed  into  regiments* 
have  taken  their  station  at  Cambridge  and  Roxbury.  The 
country  militia,  in  great  numbers,  have  arrived  from  various 
parts  of  New  England  ;  and  the  town  of  Boston  is  now  in- 
vested on  all  sides,  and  thus  is  the  whole  royal  army  reduced 
to  the  humble  condition  of  a  besieged  garrison.  The  situa- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  is  deplorable ;  a  considerable  pro- 
rortiim  of  the  most  affluent  have  removed  mto  the  country  ; 
ut  others,  from  various  circumstances,  are  compelled 
to  remain  and  suffer  all  the  calamities  of  a  besieged  towa 
tiad  precarious  subsistence.  Instances  indeed  are  not  want- 
ing of  members  of  families  bemg  torn  from  each  other,  wo- 
men and  children  flying  from  their  husbands  and  parents, 
under  the  most  afflictive  and  destitute  circumstances. 

We  are  now  experiencing  a  singular  kind  of  Interregnum 
in  our  Province  ;  more  than  a  year  has  elapsed  without  any 
legal  government,  or  any  regular  administration  <^  law  and 
'  justice. — No  crimes,  however,  of  an  atrocious  nature  have, 
we  believe,  been  perpetrated ;  all  classes  of  people  appear 
toba  Bubnkissive,  luder  the  inf       --'■"--  ■-'--  -*■ 


J  influence  of  the  prmciples  ef 
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monl  rectitade  and  common  justice  ;  and  the  rdsolutioRs 
and  recommendationB  of  Congress  have  all  the  weight  and 
efficacy  of  laws.  -  Our  domestic  traoqutllitj  is  in  some  meas- 
are  interrupted  by  a  restleBs  spirit  among  the  toriet ;  but 
the  great  body  of  the  community  are  actuated  by  the  glori- 
ous cause  of  our  country's  freedom.  The  maiim  adopted 
by  our  enemies  is,  ^^  f)md«  and  congver."  We  enjoin  the 
command,  "  Unite  tmd  be  imnneibU."  It  ii  considered 
infinitely  important  to  encourage  and  promote  a  more 
perfect  union  amrag  the  colonies,  and  harmony  and  unanimity 
among  the  people.  "  lAberty  or  death," — "  UniU  or  die,"  Me 
the  mottoes  which  blazon  the  cbroniclfls  of  the  day,  and  em- 
bellish the  military  standards  of  almost  every  militia  com- 
fiany.  The  man  who  doet  not  acquiesce  in  the  theme  of 
iberty  is  marited  by  the  vigilaut  eye  of  suspicion,  or  stig- 
matized as  an  enemy  to  his  country.  -  Liberty  poles  are 
erected  in  almost  erery  town  and  village  ;  and  when  a  disaf- 
fected tory  renders  himself  odious,  by  any  active  conduct, 
with  the  view  of  counteracting  the  public  measures,  he  is 
teized  by  a  company  of  armed  men,  and  conducted  to  the 
liberty  pole,  under  which  he  is  compelled  to  sign  a  recanta- 
tion, and  give  bonds  for  his  future  good  conduct.  In  some  in- 
stances, of  particnlar  stubbornness  and  obstinacy,  individuals 
have  been  impHsmed,  or  their  names  have  been  poblished 
in  the  newspapers  as  enemies  to  their  country.  It  has  in- 
deed  unfortunately  happened,  that  a  few  individuals,  in  con- 
sequence of  their  own  indiscretion,  have  been  the  subjects 
af  a  more  rigorous  procedure.  Having  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  those  whose  zeal  has  transported  them  beyond  the  bonds 
tt  moderatim,  they  have  received  from  tb«  rabble  a  coat  of 
tar  and  feathers,  and  in  this  perdtcament  have  been  exposed 
to  the  scoffs  and  ridicule  of  the  populace-  Such  examples 
have  the  effect  of  striking  terror  into  the  hearts  of  all  the 
disaffected,  sid  of  restraining  the  whole  party  from  acting 
against  the  general  sense  of  the  people.  The  tories  make 
bitter  eempIuBts  against  the  discipline  they  receive  from 
the  bands  of  the  wnigs  ;  their  lai^uage  is,  *'  You  make  the 
air  resoand  with  Uie  cry  of  liberty,  but  snbject  those  who 
differ  from  yoa  to  the  hamble  ctmditkm  of  slaves,  not  pei*- 
Bjtting  as  to  act,  or  even  think,  accordit^  to  the  ^ctates  of 
etnsGience."  The  reply  is,  "  It  is  one  of  the  first  princi- 
ple) of  a  fyee  gorerment,  that  the  majority  shall  bear 
nile;  our  majority  is  immensely  lai^e ;  we  have  under* 
Ukeo  the  hazardoas  task  (dT  defending  the  liberties  vf  our 
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Qountrf  agsinst  the  mighty  power  of  Great  Britain,  and 
bold  ourselves  reBponaible  for  oar  conduct.  If  you  possois 
Dot  patriotism  and  courage  enough  to  unite  your  efforts  nith 
ours,  it  is  our  duty  to  put  it  out  of  your  power  to  injure  the 
common  cause-  If  we  are  snccessru],  your  party  and  pos- 
terity will  participate  in  the  important,  advantages  to  be 
derived  from  our  efforts.  If  our  party  should  be  crushed^ 
then  will  yours  in  turn  become  triumphant."  ■  A  small  num- 
ber of  our  tories  have  abandoned  their  homes,  their  families 
and  property,  and  resorted  to  the  standard  of  their  royal 
master  in  BosttHi ;  consoling  themselves  in  the  cmtident  ex- 
pectation  of  an  ample  reward,  and  a  triumphant  restoratitm. 
The  clergymen  of  New  England  are,  almost  without  excep- 
tion, advocates  of  whig  principles ;  there  are  a  few  instances 
mly  of  the  separation  of  a  minister  from  hia  people,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  disagreement  in  political  sentiment. '  The 
tories  censure,  in  a  very  illiberal  manner,  the' preacher  who 
speaks  boldly  for  the  liberties  of  the  people,  while  they 
lavish  their  praises  on  hitn  who  dares  to  teach  the  absurd 
doctrine,  that  magistrates  have  a  divine  right  to  do  wr<Hig, 
and  are  to  he  implicitly  obeyed.  It  is  recommended  by  our 
Provincial  Congress,  that  on  other  occasions  than  the  sab- 
bath, ministers  of  parishes  adapt  their  discourses  to  the  times, 
and  explain  the  nature  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  and  the 
duties  of  magistrates  and  rulers.  Accordingly,  we  have 
from  our  pulpits  the  most  fervent  and  pious  effusions  to  the 
throne  of  Divine  Grace  in  behalf  of  qur  bleedii^,  afflicted 
country.  A  zealous  divine,  who  has  been  compelled  to  aban- 
don the  people  of  his  charge  in  Boston,  on  one  occasion  used, 
in  the  pulpit  at  P***,  the  f<Jlowing  emphatical  language. 
^'  Oh  !  Lord,  if  our  enemies  will  fight  us,  let  them  have 
tighting  enoudi.  If  more  soldiers  are  on  their  way  hither, 
Rmk  them,  0  Lord,  to  the  bottom  of  the  sea."  Every 
heart  seemed  ready  to  respimd,  "  Amen,  yea,  let  them  have 
fighting  enough-" 

June  I4t^.-T-Gen.  Gage  has  issued  a  proclamation  declar- 
ing the  province  of  Massachusetts  Bay  to  be  in  a  state  of 
rebellion,  offering  »  pardon  to  9II  who  will  resort  to  his  stan- 
dard, and  deuounctng  the  penalty  of  martial  law  on  all  those 
who  refuse  to  submit  to  his  authority,  or  who  shall  be  found 
aiding  or  corresponding  with  such  as  he  has  designated  as  un- 
pardonable rebels  and  traitors.  He  has  been  pleased  to 
proscribe  by  name,  Mr.  John  Hancock  and  Mr.  Samuel 
A4Wf  u  object!  of  bis  9x«Bipl&r7  ve^eavce-    Yet,  sji)* 


jmfC]  UlLITAXT  MUkHAL,  1175.  23 

nilax  u  it  may  appear,  this  same  authorized  Govenior,  and 
General  in  Cbief  of  the  royal  army,  is  now  cooped  up  in  the 
town  of  fioBtoD,  panting  for  a  country  airing,  of  which  he  ii 
debarred  by  hit  denounced  rebeU. 

We  are  again  shocked  by  intelligence  that  a  terrible  hat- 
tie  bai  been  fought  between  the  British  regulars  and  the 
American  soldiers,  on  Bunker,  or  rather  Breed's  hill,  in 
Charlestowtt,  near  Bostm,  on  the  17th  instant.  The  report 
fltates  that  the  whole  town  of  Charlestown  is  burnt  to  ashes 
by  the  enemy,  and  that  Dr.  Joseph  Warren,  lately  appointed 
Major  General  in  our  army,  is  killed  ;  and  that  several  hun- 
dreds of  our  soldiers  are  killed  and  wounded.  The  battle> 
it  is  said,  was  extremely  severe  and  destructive  ;  but  the 
provincial  troops  displayed  the  greatest  courage  and  bravery, 
la  the  face  of  the  regulars,  and  have  obtained  immortal 
fatmor.  The  British  were  several  times  defeated  before 
they  toc^  possession  of  our  works,  and  have  suffered  a  loss 
of  more  than  a  thousand  of  their  best  troops ;  among  whom 
are  a  large  pn^ortion  of  their  most  valuable  ofhcers.  They 
are  now  taught  that  Americans  can  bid  defiance  to  royal 
regulars,  when  called  to  defend  their  freedom.^  The  situa- 
tim  of  our  country  is  truly  deplorable,  a  civil  war  at  our 
doors ;  our  neighbors,  our  fathers  and  brothers,  called  from 
their  families  to  encounter  an  inexorable  enemy,  consisting 
indeed  of  brethren  and  kindred ;  our  domestic  peace  and 
welfare  cruelly  interrupted  ;  and  the  aspect  of  our  affairs 
gloomy  in  the  extreme.  All  New  England  has  become  a 
theatre  of  military  array  ;  and  every  member  of  the  com- 
munity manifests  the  deepest  concern  for  the  great  calami- 
ties, with  which  the  country  is  afflicted,  by  the  tyrannical 
measures  of  a  corrupt  administration.  In  the  favor  of  Hea- 
vea  and  the  wisdom  of  our  Cmgress  we  repose  all  our  hope  - 
and  cimfidence-  Participating,  I  trust,  in  the  glorious  spirit 
of  the  times,  and  contemplating  improvement  m  my  profes- 
sional pursuits,  motives  of  patriotism  and  private  interest 
prompt  me  to  hazard  my  fortune  in  this  noble  cmflict,  with 
my  brethren  in  the  Provincial  army.  From  the  critical  and 
embarrassed  situation  of  our  country,  numerous  and  almost 
insurmountable  difficulties  are  opposed  to  my  view  ;  and  I 
am  too  young  to  possess  a  maturity  of  judgment,  but  yet  un- 
able to  resist  the  impulse  of  enthusiasm  which  characterizes 
(be  times-  My  friends  afford  me  no  encouragement,  alleging, 
that  as  this  ii  a  civil  war,  if  1  should  fall  bto  the  hands  of 
tbe  Britidi  the  gallows  will  be  my  fate.    The  terrors  of  the 
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gallows  are  sot  to  be  conquered,  bat  I  must  indulge  the  bope 
that  1  may  escape  it.  Hundreds  of  my  luperiors  may  take 
their  turn  before  aine  shall  come.  The  tories  assail  me 
witb  the  following  powerful  argument!.  "  Young  man,  are 
you  sensible  you  are  about  to  violate  your  duty  to  the  best 
of  kings,  and  run  headlong  into  destruction  ?  Be  assured 
that  this  rebelliou  will  be  of  short  duration.  The  rtq^al 
army  is  aU  powerful,  and  will,  in  a  few  months,  march 
through  the  country  and  bring  all  to  subjection ;  for  they  are 
experienced  in  war  and  expert  in  discipline.  Their  fleet  ia 
able  to  destroy  every  seaport  town  and  beat  down  all  our 
cities.  There  remains  no  rational  alternative  but  a  recon- 
ciliation and  renewed  obedience  to  our  lawful  government ; 
iir  we  shall  soon  experience  their  just  vengeance.  What  ia 
;our  army  but  an  undisciplined  rabble  P  Can  they  stand 
against  an  army  of  regulars  f  Where  are  your  cannon,  your 
fire  arms,  your  bayonets,  and  all  your  implements  of  war  ? 
Above  all,  where  is  your  treasure,  and  where  can  you  look 
for  a  barrel  of  gun  powder  ?  The  whole  country  can  scarce- 
ly afford  a  sufficiency  for  a  battle  of  an  hour."  Not  a  small 
portion  of  their  reasonii^  I  feel  to  be  just  and  true.  I  am 
not  certain,  however,  but  much  of  it  may  prove  erroneous. 
The  result  of  the  late  battle  at  Charlestown  should  convince 
the  most  incredulous  tory,  that  our  soldiers  will  face  the  reg- 
ular troops,  and  that  we  are  blessed  with  the  smiles  of 
heaven  on  oar  exertions.  It  would  be  presumption  in  me  to 
determine  as  to  possibilities  and  prospects  ;  but  the  voice  of 
liberty  cannot  be  stifled,  while  the  welfare  and  happiness 
of  more  than  three  millions  of  people  now  in  America,  and 
of  unborn  millions,  are  involved  in  the  issue.  Our  rulers 
are  the  most  competent  judges,  and  under  their  banners  I 
■hall  vesture,  1  hope  not  rashly,  to  enlist,  and  trust  my  des- 
tiny in  the  hainda  of  a  kind  and  overrulisg  Providence.  My 
ctHitemplated  enterprise,  it  is  true,  requires  the  experience 
and  resolution  of  riper  years  than  twenty-one,  and  qualifica- 
tions, which  1  do  not  possess,  to  mgratiate  myself  With 
strangers  and  those  in  authority.  Having  consulted  Joseph 
Otis,  Esq.  of  Barnstable,  on  this  occasion,  he  immediately 
applauded  my  enterprise,  and  potitely  furnished  me  with  a 
letter  to  bis  brother-in-law,  James  Warren,  Esq.  of  Ply- 
mouth, who  is  President  of  our  Provincial  Congress  at 
Watertown.  Imagination  could  not  fail  to  paint  my  proapecta 
in  bright  ciriors,  and  I  proceeded,  July  the  3d,  witn  alacrity 
to  the  seat  of  Congress.     1   was  not  disappointed  in  mjr 
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internew  with  Mr.  Warren  ;  my  letter  procured  for  me  a 
fiivorable  and  polite  reception.  He  honored  me  with  his 
.friendship  and  kind  assistance,  and  introduced  me  to  his  lady, 
whose  father's  family  and  my  own,  have  for  many  years 
hem  on  terms  of  friendly  iatercourse.  The  office  which  I 
solicit  is  one  in  the  medical  department,  in  the  provincial 
hospital  at  Cambridge.  A  medical  board,  consisting  of 
Drs.  Holton  and  Taylor,  are  appointed  to  examine  the 
candidates ;  and  they  added  toy  name  to  the  list  for  ex- 
amination, on  Uie  lOth  instant.  This  state  of  suspense 
continuii^  several  days,  excites  in  my  mind  much  anxiety 
and  idicitude,  apprehending  that  my  stock  of  medical 
knowledge,  when  scanned  by  a  learned  committee,  may  be 
deemed  inadequate,  and  all  my  hopes  be  blasted.  While  on 
my  josrney,  a  visit  of  a  few  days  to  my  friends  at  Plymouth, 
gave  me  an  opportunity  to  pay  my  respects  to  the  rock, 
which  received  the  first  footsteps  of  our  venerated  forefa- 
thers. The  inhabitants  of  this  ancient  town,  from  a  rever- 
ence for  the  memory  of  the  virtuous  band  of  brothers  from 
whom  we  derive  our  origin,  have  lately  with  commendable 
xeat  and  much  labor  split  off  the  upper  porti«i  of  the  rock, 
and  removed  it  to  a  public  square,  by  the  side  of  the  liberty 
pole,  near  the  church  and  court  house.  This  rock,  with  its 
aMociatiem,  wonid  seem  almost  capable  of  imparting  that 
love  of  country,  and  that  moral  virtue,  which  our  times  so 
much  rei^uire.  We  seem  holding  cimverse  with  the  celestial 
spirits,  and  reeeivii^  monition  from  those  who  are  at  rest  in 
their  graves.  Have  these  ancient  sages  bequeathed  their 
mantle  to  posterity  ?  Can  we  set  our  feet  m  their  rock  with- 
out swearing,  by  the  spirit  of  our  fathers,  to  defend  it  and 
onr  country  ?  If  we  reflect  on  their  matchless  enterprise, 
their  fortitude,  and  their  sufferings,  we  must  be  inspired  with 
the  spirit  of  patriotism,  and  the  most  invincible  heroism. 
Unappalled  by  the  dangers  of  unknown  seas,  and  the  perils 
and  tbe  faardships  of  a  savage  wilderness,  they  left  their 
native  country,  and  undertook  a  settlement  which  pnHBises, 
through  aj;es,  to  remain  the  rich  abode  of  knowlec^e,  reli- 
gion, virtue  and  freedom.  Let  us  then  cherish  a  becoming 
fence  of  tbe  exalted  privileges  inherited  from  eur  ancestors, 
and  resolve  to  defend  them  against  all  attempts  of  a  corrupt 
administration. 

Jvijf. — I  improve  the  interim  of  my  suspense  to  record  an 
antbeoUo  narrative  of  the  hattk  on  BrteeTi  Hill,  on  the  I7tli 
ef  JoBB'  .  Intelligence  ha4  been  received  that  it  was  the 
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mtentioa  of  General  Gaga  to  post  a  part  of  his  troopSf 
within  a  few  iija,  on  a  promontory  jutt  at  tb«  entrance  of 
the  peniniola  at  Charlestown,  called  BuDker'a  hill.  It  was 
deemed  important  that  our  troops  should  possess  themselves 
of  this  eminence,  before  the  enemy  could  occupy  it.  Accor- 
dingly, orders  were  given  to  Col(»et  Prescott,  a  veteran  of 
the  last  war,  with  one  thousand  men,  to  march  silently  in  the 
evening  of  the  16th  of  June,  and  throw  up  some  intrench- 
ments  on  the  heights  of  Bunker's  hill.  By  some  mistake 
they  took  possession  of  Breed's  hill,  which  being  about  one 
fourth  of  a  mile  nearer  Boston,  was  less  capable  of  being 
defended.  From  some  cause,  the  detachment  was  delayed 
in  their  labor,  till  12  o'clock  ;  but  such  was  their  alacrity, 
that  before  daylight,  they  bad  formed  a  small  redoubt  and 
some  imperfect  line  of  defence.  About  4  o'clock  in  the 
morning  the  British  were  astonished  to  behold  the  works 
which  had  been  thrown  up  in  a  single  night,  within  a  short 
distance  of  their  vessels,  without  giving  the  least  alarm- 
They  immediately  commenced  a  tremendous  cannonade 
from  their  shipping,  their  floatmg  batteries,  and  from  all 
their  fortifications,  which  could  have  a  bearing  on  (he  Amer- 
ican works.  Bombs  and  shot  were  incessantly  rolling  among 
the  provincials  during  the  forenoon,  till  the  royal  grenadiers 
and  light  infantry  could  be  prepared  to  make  their  formidable 
attack ;  yet  one  man  only  was  killed ;  and  the  Americans 
courageously  persevered  in  strengthening  tbeir  works.  They 
received  in  the  course  of  the  forenoon  a  small  reinforcement, 
which  augmented  their  number  to  about  fifteen  hundred,  and 
this  was  not  much  exceeded  during  the  day  of  battle.  It 
was  by  an  unaccountable  error  that  those  people,  who  had 
been  laboring  all  the  night,  were  not  relieved  by  others,  nor 
even  furnished  with  provisioos  before  the  battle.  Generals 
Putnam,  Warren  and  Pomeroy,  animated  and  encouraged  the 
troops  with  their  presence.  At  about  1  o'clock,  I7th  of 
Jane,  the  royal  forces  were  observed  to  cross  the  river  from 
Boston,  and  land  tm  the  shore  at  Charlestown ;  at  the  head 
of  these  veterans  were  Major  General  Howe  and  Brigadier 
General  Pigot ;  their  force  consisted  of  about  three  thousand 
men,  well  provided  with  field  artillery.  They  formed  in 
iwo  lines,  their  officers  haranguing  them  probably  in  such 
language  as  this.  "Those  cowardly  rebeis  must  and  shall 
be  put  to  flight.  See  the  dastardly  Yankees  with  rusty  guns 
and  scarcely  a  bayonet  among  them.  March  on,  my  lads, 
Buircfa  on,  ^ow  them  that  you  are  Britons ;  show  them  these 
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dazzlh^  amu,  and  bayoneti  bright  and  sharp,  and  you  shall 
won  tee  them  take  to  their  heeli  and  rua."  Hear  the  voice 
of  Putnam,  of  Preacott,  and  Warren.  "  See,  tnj  brave 
aoldiera,  that  phalanx  approaching  ;  these  lines  must  and  shall 
be  defended  ;  these  are  the  cruel  enemies  to  your  freedom  ; 
they  have  come  to  enslave  you  ;  remember  their  barbarous 
uvrdera  of  our  friends  at  Lexii^on ;  fight  manfully,  and 
they  shall  be  vanquished,  reserve  your  fire  till  their  near 
approach  ;  then  with  a  sure  aim  cut  them  down,  cut  them 
doWD,  and  the  victory  shall  be  ours."  The  regulars  delibe- 
rately advance  to  the  attack,  the  grenadiers  in  front.  The 
Americans  reserve  their  fire  till  the  enemy  are  within  ei^t 
or  ten  rods,  that  they  may  do  effectual  execution ;  when, 
by  a  general  discharge  of  musketry  and  field  artillery,  sev- 
eral officers  and  men  are  seen  to  fall,  "  their  ranks  are 
thinned  ;  see  the  ground  covered  with  the  slain  ;  see  those 
wounded  officers  home  off  the  field."  The  conflict  be- 
comes close,  and  such  are  the  fatal  effects  of  the  incessant 
and  furious  dischai^e  of  our  musketry,  that  the  regulars  re- 
treat in  disorder,  and  many  of  them  flee  even  to  their  boats. 
The  officers,  greatly  agitated,  pursue  their  men  and  threaten 
them  with  their  swords  ;  with  great  difficulty  they  are  ral- 
lied, and  commanded  to  advance  again  to  the  attack  The 
provincials  are  prepared,  and  when  sufficiently  near,  a  deadly 
lire  from  their  ranks  puts  the  enemy  a  second  time  to  flight, 
Jeavii^  such  numbers  of  dead  and  wounded,  that  several  of 
their  officers  exclaim,  '*  It  is  downright  butchery  to  lead  the 
men  on  afresh  against  the  lines."  At  thif  critical  moment, 
Major  General  Clinton,  who  till  now  had  been  a  spectator 
wim  General  Burgoyne  on  Gopp's  hill,  in  Boston,  passed  over 
mnd  entered  the  field,  just  in  time  to  unite  his  efforts  with 
those  of  the  other  officers,  for  the  purpose  of  forcing  the 
regulars  to  renew  the  attack.  The  Americans  still  remain 
firm  and  courageous  at  their  posts ;  but  unfortunately  it  was 
BOW  discovered  that  their  powder  was  nearly  expended,  and 
■ttottaer  supply  could  not  be  procured.  The  enemy  now 
change  the  position  of  their  cannon,  and  place  them  in  a  sit- 
uation to  rake  the  inside  of  our  breast  work  in  its  whole 
course,  which  at  length  obliges  the  provincials  to  retire 
within  their  little  redoubt.  The  firing  from  the  British 
■hips,  and  other  armed  vessels  and  batteries,  is  now  pushed 
to  the  utmost  extremity  ;  the  regulars  are  impelled  forward 
by  their  officers,  and  our  redoubt  is  attacked  on  three  sides 
at  tbe  same  time.     Our  brave  men  continue  their  resistance, 
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and  actualW  confront  the  enemy  with  the  butt  end  of  their 
muskets  aiter  they  had  entered  the  fort.  A  party  of  our 
men,  under  command  of  Captain  Knowlton,  had  taken  up  a 
poit  and  rail  fence,  and  placing  it  a^bst  aoolher,  filled  the 
vacancy  with  newly  mowed  hay,  which  served  aa  a  ili^t 
defence.  The  British  light  mfantry  attempted  to  force  uiis 
little  party  from  their  stand,  and  by  this  means  to  cut  off 
the  retreat  of  our  troops.  In  this  they  displayed  the  great- 
est bravery,  but  their  opposers  poured  forth  their  reserved 
and  formidable  fire  In  such  a  manner  as  to  produce  astonislt- 
ing  execution,  and  to  arre«t  their  progress,  till  the  whole  of 
the  Americans  could  effect  a  retreat.  '  The  narrow  neck  of 
land  over  which  alcme  the  provincials  could  retire,  was  so 
securely  guarded  by  a  man  of  war  and  two  floating  batteries, 
as  to  render  it  extremely  batardous  to  pass  over  ;  but  not- 
withstanding their  ioceasant  firing,  our  loss  there  was  quite 
inconsiderable.  The  provincials  were  obliged  to  leave  five 
pieces  of  field  artillery  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  Gndii^  it 
impossible  to  remove  them.  But  a  loss  infinitely  to  be  la- 
mented, and  which  occasioos  universal  grief  and  sorrow,  is 
that  of  Major  General  Joseph  Warren.  This  distinguished 
patriot  and  hero  was,  but  a  few  days  before,  appomted  W 
Ccmgress  to  the  rank  of  Major  General  in  our  army.  Such 
was  his  zeal  and  ardor  that  be  rushed  into  the  battle  fore- 
most in  danger  with  his  musket,  and  encouraged  the  soldiers 
by  his  example,  till  near  the  close  of  the  battle,  when  he 
received  a  fatal  shot  and  immediately  expired.  The  loss  at 
this  crisis  of  avian  possessing  so  much  public  virtue  and 
military  ardor,  is  almost  irreparable.  Bot  the  valor  with 
which  be  is  signalized  reflects  the  highest  honor  and  glory 
on  his  memory.  It  yet  remains  to  mention  that  on  this  ever 
memorable  day,  just  at  the  commencement  of  the  battle, 
General  Howe  ordered  the  handsome  town  of  Charlestown 
to  be  set  on  fire,  that  the  smoke  might  conoeal  their  ma- 
niBuvres.  The  town  consisted  of  three  hundred  dwelliiffi 
houses,  some  of  them  elegant,  and  about  two  hundred 
buildings  of  other  descriptions,  which  contained  property 
and  goods  to  a  large  amonnt,  belonging  to  the  distressed  in- 
habitants of  Boston.  Fire  was  communicated  to  a  number 
of  houses,  which,  being  wafted  by  the  wind,  soon  reached 
the  sacred  temple,  when  the  flalnes  issued  from  its  lofty 
spire  ;  while  from  the  conflagratitm  and  the  embattled  field, 
smoke  mmgled  with  smoke  in  majestic  columns,  and  ascend- 
ed to  the  clouds.     This,  with  the  roaring  .of  camHD,  sheets 
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of  ire  from  tlio  musketiy,  and  the  awful  slaughter,  formed 
a  ipflctacle,  which  for  sublimity  and  grandeur  has  never 
pernajM  been  exceeded.  This  most  dreadful  scene,  with  all 
lis  coDComitanf  horrors,  wu  within  view  of  a  rast  concourse 
of  agonized  spectators,  posted  on  the  tops  of  houses  and 
■teeples  in  Boston,  and  on  namerous  surrounding  hills,  hun- 
^tm  of  whom  were  trembling  for  the  fate  of  a  parent,  a 
hn^and,  or  a  brother.  Well  might  a  devout  person  exclaim,  | 
Good  Hearens  \  what  a  scene  do  I  behold  !  what  carnage  of  j 
tke  human  race  I  what  sacrifice  of  precious  life-  My  God  ! « 
•tay  thj  hand,  restrain  a  further  effusion  of  human  blood,  I 
qiare  the  innocent,  let  punishment  fall  on  the  heads  of  the  I 
guilty.  Is  there  not  some  hidden  curse  in  reserve  for  our  I 
country's  foes  !  '  At  the  head  of  the  British  army  General  I 
Howe  advanced  with  undaunted  bravery,  continually  pressii:^ 
vAo  the  most  exposed  situation.  It  is  truly  wonderful  that 
be  escaped  with  only  a  wound  in  his  foot.  The  valiant  Major 
Pitcatro,  who  was  so  conspicuously  active  at  Lexington,  was 
unoftg  the  first  who  mounted  our  breast  works,  and  at  the 
vomeot  when  be  was  heard  to  exclaim,  '*  the  day  is  ours," 
the  fatal  ball  pierced  his  body,  and  he  fell-  His  son,  a 
Captain,  received  him  in  his  arms,  with  all  the  ardor  of  filial 
love  and  tender  sympathy,  and  bore  him  to  the  boat,  where 
ke  expired.  On  the  American  side,  Generals  Putnam, 
Wuren,  Pomeroy,  and  Colonel  Prescott,  were  emphatically 
tte  heroes  of  the  day,  and  their  unexampled  eflorts  were 
crowned  with  glory.  The  incomparable  Colmel  Prescott 
marched  at  the  head  of  the  detachment,  and  though  several 
ceneral  oflScers  were  present,  he  retained  the  command 
during  the  action.  He  displayed  a  native  daring  bravery 
alto^ther  unrivalled,  and  infused  the  conquering  spirit  of  a 
loldier  into  the  hearts  of  all  who  were  under  bis  command, 
and  crowned  himself  with  immortal  honor.  Colonel  Jt^n 
Btark  commanded  a  regiment  from  New  Hampshire,  and 
•ignalixed  himself  by  his  active  bravery.  His  very  valiant 
■BJor,  McClary,  was  killed  by  a  cannra  ball  while  recrossing 
Chsrleatown  neck,  which  is  lamented  as  a  public  loss.  -  On 
tUa  never  to  be  forgotten  oocasiw,  a  fair  opportunity  was 
prmented  for  the  trial  of  the  courage  and  prowess  of  the 
pei^e  vt  New  England,  when  contending  for  their  constitu- 
tional  freedom.  They  marched  to  the  field  as  an  undisci- 
ptmed,  inexperienced  body  of  yeomanry,  rather  than  as 
professed  warriors  ;  a  lai^  majority  of  them  carrying  ordi- 
nary fire  arms,  unprovided  with  bayonets,  and  habited  in  tV^ 
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style  of  country  laborers.     It  was  their  lot  to  contend  witli 
an  army  -of  disciplined  veteraos,  proTeisecIly  experienced  io 
the  art  of  warfare,  uniformly  clothed  and  armed,  and  com*  . 
mauded  by  generals,  whose  names,  even  in  £urope,  are 
little  less  than  a  host- 

'  The  comparative  force  of  the  two  armies  was  about  two 
to  one,  against  the  provincials,  besides  the  royal  artillenr 
ships,  and  other  armed  vessels.  3Vhat,  in  fact,  is  the  result 
of  this  most  unequal  combat  f  Certain  it  is,  that  on  the 
first  and  tbe  second  onset,  the  veterans  were  fairly  repulsed, 
and  whatever  advantage  was  ultimately  obtained,  was  at  the 
expense  of  some  of  their  most  valuable  ofGcers,  and  the 
flower  of  tbe  British  grenadiers  and  light  infantry.  These 
two  corps,  at  the  moment  of  their  first  onset,  lost  three 
fourths  of  their  number  ;  of  one  company  five,  and  of  an- 
other, fourteen  only  escaped.  The  remarkable  disparity  of 
loss  is  a  clear  demonstration  of  the  superior  advantage  on 
our  side.  -  It  is  an  ascertained  fact,  that  of  the  enemy 
uneteen  commissioned  officers  were  killed,  and  seventy 
wounded  ;  and  their  total  loss,  according  to  General  Gage, 
was  me  thousand  and  fifty-four.*  Of  the  provincials,  the 
killed  and  dead  of  their  wounds,  are  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine.  Other  wounded,  two  hundred  and  seventy-eight. 
Prisoners  by  the  enemy,  thirty-six.  Total,  four  hundred  and 
fifty-three.  Tbe  provincials  have  much  reason  to  triumph 
im  the  successful  issue  of  this  first  general  conflict  with  vet- 
eran troops ;  it  must  tend  greatly  to  increase  their  confi- 
dence in  their  own  powers,  and  give  them  a  serious  impres- 
sion that  we  are  favored  with  the  smiles  of  Heaven.  Had 
our  troops  been  furnished  with  a  sufficient  quantity  of  am- 
muaition,  the  enemy  must  have  sufi'ered  a  total  defeat. 
After  our  troops  retreated,  the  regulars  took  posseBsim  of 
their  dear  bought  Bunker's  hill,  and  immediately  fortified 
themselves  there.  It  is  said  that  some  of  the  veteran 
British  officers,  wbo  have  beeo  in  some  bard  fought  battles 
in  Europe,  observed,  that  tbey  had  never  witnessed  any  one 
equal  in  severity  to  that  on  Breed's  hill.  It  is  presumed 
they  will  no  longer  apply  the  term  poltroons  to  American 
soldiers.  A  considerable  number  of  tories,  whose  zeal  for 
the  royal  cause  led  them  bto  battle,  were  killed  or  wounded. 
Our  army  has  taken  pott  at  Cambridge  and  Roxbury,  in  such 
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ntueer  as  to  invert  the  town  of  6oBt<m.    Onr  general 
officer!  sre  Generals  Ward,  Pomert^,  Thomai,  and  Heath, 

of  MaMacbusptts  colony,  and  General  Putnam,  from  Cut- 
Decticnt> 

'  On  the  day  appointed,  the  medical  candidatei,  siiteen  in 
nomher,  were  summoned  before  the  board  for  examination. 
Tfaii  buatneis  occupied  about  four  hours  ;  the  subjects  were 
anatomy,  physiology,  surgery,  end  medicine.  It  was  not  long 
after,  that  I  was  happily  relieved  from  suspense,  by  receiv- 
ing the  sanction  and  acceptance  of  the  board,' with  some 
acceptable  instructions  relative  to  the  faithful  discharge  of 
duty,  and  the  humaae  treatment  of  those  soldiers  who  may 
have  the  misfortune  to  require  my  assistance.  Six  of  our 
number  were  privately  rejected  as  being  found  unqualified. 
The  examination  was  in  a  considerable  degree  close  and 
severe,  which  occasioned  not  a  little  agitation  in  our  ranks. 
But  it  was  on  another  occasion,  as  1  am  told,  that  a  candidate 
under  examination  was  agitated  into  a  state  of  perspiratirai, 
and  being  required  to  describe  the  mode  of  treatment  in 
rheumatism,  among  other  remedies  he  would  promote  a 
sweat,  and  being  asked  how  he  would  efiect  this  with  hii 

Ktient,  after  some  hesitation  he  replied,  "  I  would  have 
n  examined  by  a  medical  committee."  '  1  was  bo  fortunate 
as  to  obtain  the  office  of  surgeon's  mate  in  the  provincial 
hospital  at  Cambridge,  Dr.  John  Warren  being  Uie  senior  . 
suKeon.  He  was  the  brother  and  pupil  of  the  gallant  Gen-  j 
era!  Joseph  Warren,  who  was  slain  m  the  memorable  battle 
on  Breed's  hill. '  This  gentleman  has  acquired  great  reputation 
in  his  profession,  and  is  distiiwuished  for  his  humanity  and  at- 
tentim  to  the  sick  and  wouncwd  soldiers,  and  for  his  amiable 
^sposition.  Having  received  my  appointment  by  the  Pro- 
vmcial  Congress,  I  commenced  my  duty  b  the  hospital,  July 
15th.  'Several  private,  but  commodious  houses  in  Cam- 
bridge are  occupied  for  hospitals,  and  a  considerable  number 
of  soldieti  who  were  wounded  at  Breed's  hill,  and  a  greater 
number  of  sick  of  various  diseases,  require  all  our  attention.' 
Dr.  Isaac  Foster,  late  of  Charlestown,  is  also  appointed  a 
senior  hospital  surgetm  ;  and  his  student,  Mr.  Josiah  Bartlet, 
officiates  as  his  mate  ;  Dr.  Beojamm  Church  is  Director 
General  of  the  hospital. 

I  am  mformed  that  General  George  Washington  arnved 
at  our  provincial  camp,  in  this  town,  on  the  2d  July  ;  having 
been  appomted,  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  Contioenttl 
Congress  at  Pbiladelpbia,  General  and  Commander  in  Chief 
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t(  all  the  troop*  raised,  and  to  be  rused,  for  ika  defence  of 
the  United  Cslonies,  as  they  are  now  termed.  Thejr  are, 
New  Hampshire,  Mawachiuett*,  Rhode  Iiland,  Connecticut, 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Tirginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia. 
General  WaBhington  i>  i  natire  of  Virginia ;  he  waa  in 
General  Braddo^'s  defeat  in  1755,  and  having  had  cossid- 
erable  experience  in  the  wan  with  the  French  and  Indians 
OB  the  frontien  of  that  colony  in  former  yean, — he  ia  sup- 
paed  to  possess  ample  qualifications  for  the  command  of 
eur  army,  and  the  appointment  gives  universal  satisfaction. 
such  is  his  disinterested  patriotism,  thathp  assured  Congress, 
OD  his  appointmeDt,  that  he  should  receive  frtmi  the  public, 
for  his  military  services,  no  other  compensation  than  the 
amount  of  his  necessary  expenses.  He  has  been  received 
here  with  every  mark  of  respect,-  and  addressed  by  our 
Provincial  Congress  in  the  most  affectionate  and  respectfnl 
manner.  All  ranks  appear  to  repose  full  confidence  in  him 
as  Commander  ui  Chief;  it  is  the  fervent  prayer  of  the 
religiously  disposed,  that  he  may  be  instrumental  in  bringitig 
this  unhappy  controversy  to  an  honorable  and  speedy  termi- 
nation. He  is  accompanied  by  General  Lee  and  General 
Gates  ;  two  gentlemen  who  have  b«ld  commissions  In  the 
royal  army.  The  former  is  now  appointed  Major  General, 
and  the  latter  Adjutant  General,  by  our  Continental  Congress. 
General  Washington  has  established  his  head-quarten  in  a 
convenient  house,  about  half  a  mile  from  Harvard  College, 
and  in  the  vicinity  of  our  hospital.  The  provincial  army  is 
wicamped  in  various  parts  a  this  town  aod  Roxbury,  and 
some  works  have  been  erected  on  Prospect  Hill,  and  on  an 
eminence  near  Roibnry  church,  within  cannon  shot  of  Boston. 
The  amount  of  our  Ivrces  1  hare  not  ascertained  ;  but  we 
are  daily  inereasing  in  numbers,  both  of  militia  and  enlisted 
siddien.  The  operations  of  the  war  hare  interrupted  the 
progress  of  educatiu  at  college  ;  the  students  have  returned 
to  their  homes,  a>d  the  college  baildings  are  occupied  by 
our  soldiery. 

Jaly  20tA.— This  day  is  devoted  to  a  Public  Fast  through- 
out the  United  Colonies,  by  the  reeeAmendation  of  Congress, 
to  implore  the  Divine  benedicticHi  €■  our  country  ;  that  any 
further  shedding  of  blood  may  be  averted  ;  and  that  the 
calamities  with  which  we  are  afflicted  may  be  removed. 
This  ir.the  first  General  or  Continental  Fast  ever  observed 
since  the  settlement  of  the  colonies.'   I  haye  been  much 
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rratified  thii  day  with  a  vievr  of  Genera]  Washii^oii.  His 
Excellency  was  on  horseback,  in  company  with  levend 
military  gentlemen.  It  was  not  difficult  to  distin^ish  him 
from  all  others  ;  his  personal  appearance  is  truly  noble  and 
majestic,  being  tall  and  well  proportioned.  His  dress  is  a 
blue  coat  with  huff  colored  facings,  a  rich  epaulette  on  each 
■houider,  buff  under  dress,  and  an  elegant  small  sword  ;  a 
black  cockade  in  his  hat. 

'^i^wf. — The  firing  of  cannon  is  now  frequently  practised 
from  our  works  at  Prospect  Hilt  and  Winter  Hill,  advan- 
tageous eminences  in  full  view  and  within  cannon  shot  of  the 
enemy's  camp  ca  Bunker's  Hill  ;  and  some  shot  are  returned 
from  the  enemy  ;  but  without  any  considerable  loss.  At 
Rosbury  also  our  people  have  fortified. several  hills,  and 
breast  works  are  thrown  up  across  the  main  street,  within 
half  a  mile  of  the  British  lines  ;  from  which  cannon  shot 
and  some  bomb  shells  are  every  day  thrown  into  Boston. 
The  enemy  fire  their  cannon  shot  into  Roxbury,  and  several 
have  passed  through  the  church  ;  but  little  damage  has  yet 
been  sustained,  and  our  soldiers  become  so  familiarized  to 
the  sight  of  canoon  shot  rolling  among  them,  that  they  mani- 
fest little  or  no  fear  of  the  consequences.  The  right  wing 
of  our  army,  at  Roxbury,  is  commanded  by  Major  General 
Ward ;  and  the  left,  at  Prospect  Hill,  by  Major  General 
Lee. 

The  Continental  Cragress  having  voted,  "  That  a  sum  not 
exceeding  two  millions  of  Spanish  milled  dollars  he  emitted 
by  tbem  m  bills  of  credit  for  the  defence  of  America,"  gold 
and  silver  soon  disappeared,  and  paper  bills  now  circulate 
instead  of  specie. 

Several  companies  of  riflemen,  amounting,  it  is  said,  to 
more  than  fourteen  hundred  men,  have  arrived  here  from 
Fennaylvaoia  and  Maryland  ;  a  distance  of  from  five  hundred 
to  seven  hundred  miles.  They  are  remarkably  stout  and  hai^ 
dy  men  ;  many  of  them  exceeding  six  feet  in  height.  They 
are  dressed  in  white  frocks,  or  rifle  shirts,  and  round  hats. 
These  men  are  remarkable  for  the  accuracy  of  their  aim  ; 
striking  a  mark  with  great  certamty  at  two  hundred  yards 
distance.  At  a  review,  a  company  of  them,  while  on  a 
quick  advance,  fired  their  balls  into  objects  of  seven  inches 
diameter,  at  the  distance  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards. 
They  are  now  stationed  on  our  Ibes,  and  their  shot  have 
frequently  proved  fatal  to  British  officers  and  soldiers,  who 
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cxpoae  themielves  to  riew,  even  at  more  than  double  the 
distance  of  coramoti  mniket  ahot.  * 

October. — An  event  of  considerable  importance  has  occur- 
red, which  occaii(Mis  much  surprise  and  speculation.  Dr. 
Benjamin  Church  has  loi^  sustained  high  reputation  as  a 
patriot  and  son  of  libert]'.  He  has,  for  some  time,  been  a 
member  of  our  House  of  Representatives ;  and  has  been 
appointed  Surgeim  Genera]  and  Director  of  our  Hospitals. 
This  gentleman  has  just  been  detected  in  a  traitorous  cor- 
respoodence- with  the  enemj'in  Boston.  A  letter  in  cypher, 
written  by  him,  was  entrusted  to  the  care  of  a  female,  with 
whom  he  was  well  acquainted,  to  be  conveyed  to  Boston. 
On  examination,  the  woman  absolutely  refused  to  reveal  the 
name  of  the  writer,  till  she  was  terrified  by  the  threats  of 
severe  puniahment ;  when  she  named  Dr.  Church,  he  was 
greatly  agitated  and  confounded,  manifested  marks  of  guilt, 
and  made  no  attempt  to  vindicate  himself.  But  after  the 
letter  was  deciphered,  and  he  had  taken  time  to  reflect,  he 
used  all  bis  powers  of  persuasion  to  make  it  appear  that  the 
letter  contained  no  information  that  would  injure  the  Ameri- 
can  cause  ;  and  made  a  solemn  appeal  to  heaven  that  it  was 
written  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  some  important  intelli- 
gence from  the  enemy.  He  was  tried,  convicted,  and  ex- 
pelled from  the  House  of  Representatives  ;  and  Congress 
afterwards  resolved,  "that  he  be  closely  confined  in  some 
secure  jail  in  Connecticut,  without  the  use  of  pen,  ink,  or 
paper  ;  and  that  no  person  be  allowed  to  converse  with  him, 
except  in  the  presence  and  hearing  of  a  magistrate,  or  the 
•beriff  of  the  county."* 

I  have  just  returned  from  a  ramble  to  Roxbury,  with  a 
view  of  examining  the  camp  and  works  in  that  quarter.  Not 
meeting  with  any  perstoi  with  whom  I  am  acquainted,  1  re- 
turned  after  asHgnt  view  of  the  lines  and  the  church  in  that 
town,  which  is  pierced  through  in  many  places  by  cannon 
shot  from  the  enemy. 

loth, — General  Gage  has  sailed  for  England  ;  and  the 
command  of  the  army  has  devolved  on  General  William 
Howe.  He  has  issued  a  proclamation,  prohibiting  all  per- 
sons attempting  to  quit  the  town,  without  a  written  license, 
on  penalty  of  military  execution,  if  taken,  and  if  they  escape 
they  are  to  be  proceeded  against  as  traitm-s,  and  their  effects 
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to  be  forfeited ;  and  also  declaring,  that  if  any,  wbft  arc 
licetiaed  to  depart,  attempt  canning  away  more  thao'  five 
pounds  in  specie,  they  shall  forfeit  the  whole  aum  discovered^ 
Beside  suffering  fine  and  imprisonment.  Such  is  the  wretch- 
ed conditi(»i  of  the  Bostonians  since  their  native  town  has 
been  cmverted  into  a  royal  garrison.'  It  is  recollected  that 
in  April  last,  it  was  agreed  between  General  Gage  and  a 
committee  of  the  town,  that  on  the  inhabitants  in  general 
surrendering  up  their  fire  arms  to  the  care  of  the  select* 
men,  all  such  inhabitants  as  were  desirous  of  removing  out 
at  town,  should  have  this  liberty,  with  their  families  and 
effects.  The  town  voted  to  comply  with  this  proposal,  and 
General  Gage  m  his  part  confirmed  the  same.  It  was  also 
stipulated,  that  those  persons  in  the  country  who  should  in-' 
cline  to  remove  into  Boston  should  be  permitted  to  change 
tiieir  residence  without  molestation.  The  fire  arms  were 
accordingly  surrendered,  and  some  of  the  inhabitants  tvere 
allowed  to  depart ;  hut  it  was  not  long  before  General  Gage 
found  various  pretences  to  violate  his  stipulation,  and  probib' 
ited  any  further  removals ;  in  consequence  of  which  mai^ 
families  were  compelled  to  a  cruel  separation  ;  husbands  and 
wives,  parents  and  children  were  separated,  and  the  aged 
and  infirm  left  without  protection. 

-  The  term  for  which  the  continental  soldiers  enlisted  will 
expire  in  a  few  weeks,*  and  it  is  understood  that  the  recruits 
for  a  future  army  will  be  enlisted  to  serve  to  the  1st  of 
December  neat,  unless  sooner  discharged,  as  hopes  are  yet 
entertained  that  a  settlement  of  onr  difficulties  with  Great 
Britain  may  be  effected.  Reports  are  in  circulation  that  an 
attack  on  the  town  of  Boston  is  contemplated  ;  or,  that  the 
plan  has  been  agitated  and  is  relinquished,  till  our  people 
can  pass  over  on  the  ice.  The  public  appear  to  be  impa- 
tient to  have  our  inveterate  enemies  expelled  from  our  ter- 
ritories. 

^JVaoemier. — Our  hospitals  are  considerably  crowded  with 
sick  soldiers  from  camp  ;  the  prevailing  diseases  are  autum- 
nal  fevers  and  dysenteric  complaints,  which  have  proved 
fatal  in  a  conaidesable  number  of  instances.  It  is  highly 
gratifying  to  observe,  that  these  brave  men,  while  in  the 
service  of  their  country,  receive  in  sickness  all  the  kind 
attention  from  physicians  and  nurses,  which  their  circum- 
stances require  ;  they  have  the  prayers  and  consolations  of 
-pious  clergymen,  and  are  destitute  of  nothing,  but  the  pres- 
ence of  their  dearest  friends,  to  alleviate  their  sufferings. 
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-  I  am  tarry  to  bave  occaiiim  to  notice  in  my  jonmal  the 
fdlowing  occurrence.  The  body  of  a  soldier  has  been 
taken  from  the  grave,  for  the  purpose,  probably,  of  dtuec- 
tion,  and  the  empty  coffin  lefl  exposed.  Thii  affair  oocasiona 
considerable  excitement  among  our  people  ;'  both  resentment 
and  grief  are  manifested  ;  as  it  seems  to  impress  the  idea 
that  a  soldier's  body  is  held  in  no  estimation  after  deatb< 
Such  a  practice,  if  countenanced,  might  be  attended  with 
serious  covequencea,  as  it  respects  our  soldiers.  Much 
inquiiT  haf  bera  made,  but  without  success,  for  the  discov- 
ery of  the  persons  concerned ;  and  the  practice  in  future 
is  strictly  prohibited  by  the  commander  in  chief. 

>  The  joyful  intelligence  is  now  aonounced  in  the  public 
papers,  that  Captain  Manly,  of  Marblehead,  commander  of 
one  of  our  privateers,  has  captured  an  English  ship,  bound 
to  Boetm,  loaded  with  ordnance  stores,  oi  immense  value 
at  the  present  time.  Among  the  ordnance  is  a  lai^e  brass 
mortar  tm  a  new  construction ;  and  a  number  of  pieces  of 
fine  brass  cannon.  •  There  are  small  arms,  ammunition, 
utensils,  &c.  &c.  in  great  abundance.  An  invoice,  it  is  said, 
could  scarcely  be  formed  of  articles  better  suited  to  our 
wants  and  circumstances.  '  Several  other  store  vessels  have 
been  taken  by  our  privateers,  with  cargoes  of  provision  and 
various  kinds  of  stores,  to  a  very  considerable  amount,  which 
greatly  augments  the  distresses  ol  the  troops  and  people  in 
Boston,  and  affords  us  a  very  opportune  and  essential  supply. 
It  is  now  represented  that  the  distresses  of  the  inhabitant* 
and  troops  in  Boston  exceed  the  possibility  of  description. 
They  are  almost  m  a  state  of  starvation,  for  the  want  of 
food  and  fuel.  The  inhabitants,  totally  destitute  of  vegeta- 
bles, flour,  and  fresh  provisions,  have  actually  been  obliged 
to  feed  on  horse  flesh  ;  and  the  troops  confined  to  salt  pro- 
visions ;  by  means  of  which  they  have  become  very  sickly. 
They  have  taken  down  a  number  of  houses,  removed  the 
pews  from  the  church,  and  are  dicing  up  the  timber  at  the 
wharves  for  fuel. 

Duemhtr  2d. — 1  visited  the  park  of  artillery,  and  was 
much  gratified  to  fiud  a  collection  of  ordnance  far  exceeding 
my  expectations,  and  such  as  is  supposed  by  some  to  be 
adequate  to  our  present  exigence.  I  had  a  view  of  the 
large  brass  mortar  taken  by  Captain  Manly  ;  it  is  now  called 
the  Cofi^rew,  and  will  soon  be  prepared  to  speak  in  stroi^ 

terms  to  its  former  masters. 
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M.— A  considerable  number  of  Connecticut  troops  have 
left  onr  serrice  and  returned  home  ;  no  perauagitMi  could 
indnee  them  to  contiaae  in  seirice  after  dieir  time  of  en- 
listment had  expired.  Enliithig  officers  are  distributed  in 
rarioaa  parts  of  New  England ;  but  it  is  reported  that  volun- 
tary  enlistments  go  on  slowly.-  The  people  seem  to  be 
mwilling  to  enga^  in  the  public  service,  and  require  higher 
wages.  The  spirit  of  patriotism  appears  in  some  degree  to 
have  subsided,  and  the  militia  are  to  be  employed. 
■  itth- — A  party  of  militia,  said  to  be  about  two  thousand, 
have  arrived  in  camp  ;  and  information  is  received  that  three 
thousand  more  are  on  their  march.  A  few  enlisted  soldiers 
have  arrived  ;  but  so  destitute  are  they  of  fire  arms,  that  it 
has  been  found  necessary  to  take  the  arms  by  force  from  the 
Midlers  who  retire,  paying  for  them,  in  order  to  supply  the 
recruits. 

IStfc. — The  Americans  have  advanced  and  broken  ground 
It  Leehmere's  Point,  within  half  a  mile  of  Boston ; 
which  occasioned  a  severe  eannonade  from  the  enemy  ;  but 
they  persevered  in  their  work  and  suffered  but  an  inconsid- 
erabie  loss.  It  is  stated,  from  the  minutes  of  some  person, 
that  from  Breed's  Hill  battle  to  the  Sdth  instant,  the  British 
have  thrown  upwards  of  two  thousand  shot  and  shells.  By 
die  whole  firing,  on  Cambridge  side,  they  killed  only  seven, 
and  on  Rosbury  side,  five,  just  a  dozen  in  the  whole.  At 
this  rate,  how  many  shot  and  bombs  will  it  require  to  subdue 
the  whole  of  his  majesty's  rebellious  subjects  f 

•Jmmary,  I7T6. — At  the  close  of  the  last  year,  as  is  now 
reported,  our  army  was  reduced  to  a  very  critical  situation, 
being  obliged  to  substitute  new  raised  troops  and  militia  iu 
the  place  of  those  who  had  been  in  service  five  or  six 
months ;  and  this  exchange  was  made  Within  musket  shot  of 
tiie  enemy's  lines.  During  part  of  this  period,  our  numbers 
were  not  sufficient  to  man  the  tines,  nor  wag  there  powder 
enoogh  m  camp  to  furnish  four  nmnda  a  man.  Before  our 
privateers  had  fortunately  captured  some  prizes  with  cannon 
end  other  ordnance,  our  army  before  Boston  had,  I  believe, 
only  fonr  small  brass  cannon,  and  a  few  old  honey-comb  iron 
pieces,  with  their  trunnions  broken  off ;  and  these  Were 
ll^enionsly  bedded  m  timbers  m  the  same  manner  as  that  of 
•toekmg  a  musket.  These  machines  were  extremely  un- 
wieldy and  iacoDvenlent,  requiring  much  skill  and  labor  to 
elevate  and  depress  them-     Had  the  enemy  been  mad« 
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acqaaiated  with  our  8itiratton,.tbe  coruequeaces  might  have 
Itteen  exceedbglf  distressing. 

.  25tk — The  newspapers  annouuce  the  most  painful  intelli- 
gence from  our  armj  in  Canada.  General  Montgomery,  the 
Qommander,  made  a  desperatei  but  unsuccessful  assault  on 
the  city  of  Quebec,  on  the  Slat  ultimo.  The  event  has 
prored  most  fatal  and  disaftrons.  General  Montgomery, 
and  hia  aid-de-caiopt  with  several  otber  officers,  were  slain. 
Colonel  Arnold,  the  second  in  commaod,  heroically  passed 
the  6rst  barrier  with  his  small  party,  and  received  a  wound 
in  his  leg.  About  three  hundred  of  the  continental  troops 
were  made  prisoners,  and  about  si:![ty  killed  and  wounded. ' 
We  remain  unacquainted  with  further  particulars-  The 
death  of  General  Montgomery  is  universally  deplored.  In 
the  puhlic  papers  we  have  the  following  account  of  this 
brave  officer.  "  He  was  a  captain  of  grenadiers  in  the  17th 
regiment  of  British  troops,  of  which  General  Monckton  was 
colonel.  He  served  the  last  war  in  the  expeditions  in 
the  West  Indies  and  America,  and  returned  with  his  regii 
pient  to  England.  In  1772  he  quitted  bis  regiment,  though 
in  a  fair  way  of  preferment.  Whilst  in  America  he  imbibed 
an  affection  for  this  country — be  bad,  while  in  the  king's 
service,  declared  his  disapprobation  of  the  sentiments  of  the 
ministry,  and  viewed  America  as  the  rising  seat  of  arts  and 
freedom." 

February  9th. — A  very  considerable  firing  was  beard  last 
evening  from  Boston  ;  it  was  occasioned  by  a  detachment  of 
one  hundred  men,  under  the  command  of  Major  Knowlton, 
who  made  an  incursion  into  Charlestown,  for  the  purpose  of. 
burning  a  number  of  houses,  to  deprive  the  enemy  of  their 
use.  He  effected  the  object  of  his  expedition  by  burning 
about  ten  houses  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy,  and  return- 
ed in  less  than  two  hours,  bringmg  off  some  muskets,  with- 
out the  loss  of  a  single  man  either  killed  or  wounded. 

lith- — The  following  anecdote  is  worth  notice ;  it  appears 
hy  extracts  from  letters  written  by  the  officers  who  are  the 
subjects  of  it.  Some  British  officers,  soon  after  General 
Gage  arrived  at  Boston,  while  walking  on  Beacon  Hill  in  the 
pvening,  were  frightened  by  noises  in  the  air,  which  they 
took  to  be  the  whizzing  of  bullets.  They  left  the  hill  with 
great  precipitation,  and  reported  that  they  were  shot  at 
)vith  air  guns,  and  wrote  frightful  accounts  of  the  affair  to 
ffaeir  friends  in  England.     The  whizzmg  noise  which  sq 
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aUrmed  thete  vali«|it  officers  could  be  no  other  than  tbe 
buzzing  of  bugs  and  beetles,  while  flying  in  the  air.* 

IGth, — It  might  be  supposed  that  the  melancholy  aspect 
of  the  times,  and  the  dreadful  disappointments  and  priva- 
tioDS  of  the  British  officers  and  tories  in  Boston,  would  alTord 
natter  for  the  laost  serious  consideration,  and  effectually. 
chetiJ^,  every  emotion  bordering  on  levity  and  amusement. 
We  $nd  however  tbftt  they  do  not  deny  themselves  balls  and 
theatrical  amusements,  for  they  say  in  tl^e  language  of  the 
poet, 


*  It  is  asserted  from  Boston,  that  on  the  evening  when  Major 
KnowitoB  set  6re  to  the  houses  in  Charlestown,  8th  instant, 
tbe  farce  of  "  Jlu  Blockadt  of  BoHon,"  of  which  General 
Bui^^oyne  is  the  reputed  author,  was  to  be  performed.  The 
figure  designed  to  burlesque  General  Washington  was  dress- 
ed in  nn  uncouth  style,  with  a  large  wig  and  long  rusty 
sword,  attended  by  his  orderly  sergeant  In  bis  country  dress, 
having  on  his  shoulder  an  old  rusty  gun  seven  or  eight  feet 
long.  At  the  moment  this  figure  appeared  on  the  stage,  one 
of  the  regular  sergeants  came  running  on  the  stage,  threw 
down  bis  bayonet,  and  exclaimed,  "  The  Yankees  are 
attacking  our  works  on  Bunker's  Hill."  Those  of  the  audi-  ■ 
ence  who  were  unacquainted  with  the  different  parts,  sup- 
posed that  this  beltHiged  to  the  farce  ;  but  when  General 
Howe  called  out,  Offictrt  to  your  alarm  posts,  they  were 
wtdecflived  ;  all  was  confusion  and  dismay  ;  and  among  the 
ladies,  shrieking  and  fainting  ensued. '  How  pure  the  satis- 
faction to  a  great  mind  employed  in  burlesquing  those  Yan- 
kees \tj  whom  they  are  besieged  ! 

18t&. — Dr.  John  Morgan,  of  Philadelphia,  is  appointed  by 
Congress  Directer  General  of  our  hospitals,  instead  of  Dr. 
Church,  removed.  Since  his  arrival  here,  a  new  and 
systematic  arrangement  in  the  medical  department  has  taken 

*  Id  tbM  ulebnMd  posm,  M'fliigkl,  «e  End  tha  circamitnKe  Ihw  ntiriied  ;— 

"  No  mere  tbe  Britiih  colonel  nun 
From  Kbiziin^  bcatka  »t  air  gnu ; 
Thinka  bon-lnigi  boDaU,  or  throng  ftar 
MoMoitoai  Ukaa  for  miukatoeri ; 
Nor  'icapei,  m  if  joo'd  nined  nppliai 
From  BeatnbiA'a  whole  boil  of  fliei. 
No  boc  tiuM  wulika  bean*  amwli ; 
Tbcj  Mttei  kaow  tb*  •onad  or  belli," 


40  MtUTAKV  JOUUIU,  ITK.  (mumk. 

Eltce ;  ths  Damber  of  Burgeow'  nttei  io  the  hotpiUI  is  to 
e  reduced,  and  vacsncie*  in  regiments  tra  to  be  aupj^ed. 
'  I  have  been  subjected  to  uotber  exaaunation  by  Dr.  Morgan, 


and  received  froa  bin  the  appontnent  of  surgeon's  mate  to 
t>r.  Disvid  ToTn»eiMl,(in  the  regiment .comnsi^ed  by  Colonel 
Asa  Whitcomb,,fltatiaDed  in  the  barracks  on  Prospect  Hill. 

S2d. — Our  regiment,  according  to  wders,  marched  to 
Roxbury  ;  and  took  quarters  in  the  large  and  elegant  house 
formerly  belongingto  Governor  Shirley-  Great  preparations 
are  making  in  our  army  For  some  important  event.  Several 
regiments  of  militia  have  arrived  from  the  country  ;  and 
orders  have  been  received  for  surgeons  and  mates  to  prepare 
lint  and  bandages,  to  the  amount  of  two  thousand,  for  frac- 
tmred  limbs,  and  other  gun  shot  wounds.  -  It  is  however  to 
be  hoped  that  not  one  quarter  of  the  aiuid>er  will  be  requir- 
ed, whatever  may  be  the  nature  of  the  occasion.  -  Great 
activity  and  animation  are  observed  among  our  officers  and 
•ddiers,  who  manifest  an  anxious  desire  to  have  a  conflict 
with  the  enemy.  Either  a  general  assault  on  the  town  of 
Boston,  or  the  erection  of  works  on  the  heights  of  Dorches- 
ter, or  both,  is  generally  supposed  to  be  in  contemplation. 

j^arch  2d. — A  very  heavy  discharge  of  canncH)  and 
mortars  commenced  from  all  our  works  at  Cambridge  and 
Roxbury. 

id. — The  firing  from  oar  works  continues,  but  the  great 
brass  mortar,  the  Con^r^ss,  and  two  others,  have  untortn* 
nately  burst ;  which  is  exceedingly  regretted. 

^h. — The  object  m  view  is  now  generally  understood  to 
be  the  occupying  and  fortifying  the  advantageous  heights  of 
Dorchester.  A  detachment  of  our  troops  is  ordered  to 
march  for  this  purpose  this  evening  ;  and  our  regiment,  with 
several  others,  has  received  orders  to  march  at  4  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  to  relieve  them.  We  are  favored  with  a  full 
br^ht  mooD,  and  the  night  is  remarkably  mild  and  pleasant ; 
the  preparations  are  immense  ;  more  than  three  bnndred 
loaded  carts  are  in  motion.  By  the  great  exertions  of  Gen- 
eral Mifflin,  our  Quarter  Master  General,  the  req^  isite 
number  of  teams  has  been  procured.  The  covering  party 
of  eight  hundred  men  advance  in  ttoot.  Then  follow  the 
carts  with  the  entrenching  tools ;  after  which,  the  working 
party  of  twelve  hundred,  commanded  by  General  Thomas, 
of  Kingston.  Next  in  the  martial  procession  are  a  train  of 
carts,  loaded  with  fascines  and  nay,  serewei)  into  large 
bundles  of  seven  or  eight  hundred  weight.     The  whole 
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procMiion  moved  on  Id  lolenm  lil^e,  and  with  perfect  order 
and  regularity  ;  while  the  contioaed  roar  of  cannon  lervcB 
to  engage  the  attention  and  divert  the  enemy  from  the  mam 
object. 

fifJk.— At  about  four  o'clock  our  regiment  followed  to  the 
beif^i  of  Dorchester,  as  a  relief  partj.  On  pasaing  Doi- 
diwter  Neck  I  observed  a  vait  number  of  large  bundles  of 
•crewed  hay,  arranged  in  a  line  next  the  enemy,  to  protect 
our  troops  iiom  a  rtucing  fire,  to  which  ne'shonld  hare  beea 
greatly  eipoaed,  while  passmg  aoA  repassing.  The  carts 
were  still  in  motimt  with  materials ;  some  of  them  have 
made  three  or  four  trips.  On  the  heists  we  found  two 
forts  in  considerable  forwajdneis,  and  sufficient  for  a  defence 
against  small  arms  and  grape  shot.  The  amount  of  labor 
performed  during  the  night,  coBsidering  the  earth  is  frozeo 
eighteen  inches  deep,  is  almost  isciedihle-  The  enemy 
havii^  discovered  our  works  in  the  morning,  commenced  a 
tremendous  cannonade  from  the  forts  in  Boston,  and  from 
their  shipping  in  the  harbor.  Cannon  shot  are  contioualljr 
rolling  and  rebounding  over  the  bill ;  and  it  is  astoaisbing  to 
observe  how  little  our  soldiers  are  terrified  by  them.  Dur- 
inf  the  forenoon  we  were  in  momentary  expectation  of  wit- 
nesaing  an  awful  scene ;  nothing  less  than  the  carnage  of 
Breed's  hill  battle  was  expected.  The  rt^al  troops  are 
perceived  to  be  in  motion,  as  if  embarking  to  pass  the  har- 
bor, and  land  on  Dorchester  shore,  to  attack  our  works. 
The  hills  and  elevations  in  this  vicinity  are  covered  with 
spectators  to  witness  deeds  of  horror  m  the  expected  conflict. 
His  Excellency  General  Washington  b  present,  animating 
and  encouraging  the  soldiers,  and  they  m  return  manifest 
their  joy,  and  express  a  warm  desire  for  the  approach  of  the 
enemy  ;  each  man  knows  his  place,  and  is  resolute  to  exe- 
cute his  duty.  <  Our  breast  works  are  strengUnned,  and 
among  tbe  means  of  defence  are  a  great  number  of  barrels, 
filled  vriih  stones  and  sand,  arranged  in  fr<mt  of  our  works ; 
which  are  to  be  pot  in  motion  and  made  to  roll  down  the  hill, 
to  break  the  ranks  and  legs  of  the  assailants  as  they  advance. ' 
These  are  the  preparationi  for  blood  and  slaughter  \  Gra- 
cious God !  if  it  be  determined  in  thy  Providence  that 
tbousuds  of  our  fellow  creatures  shall  this  day  be  slain,  let 
thy  wrath  be  appeased,  and  in  mercy  grant,  that  victory  be 

on  the  side  of  our  suffering,  bleeding,  country. The  anxioM 

day  has   closed,  aod  the  enemy  has  failed  to  molest  us. 
From  ippearaacea,  however,  there  are  strong  reas(»u  to  sap- 
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pose,  that  they  have  only  postponed  thetr  meditsted  work 
till  another  day.  It  is  presumed  that  the  imrtial  fire,  which* 
bai  heen  enkindled  in  the  breasts  of  our  soldiery,  will  not' 
be  extinguished  during  the  night,  and  that  they  will  not  rest 
quietly  under  their  disappointment.  Early  in  the  morning 
of  the  6th,  our  regiment  was  relieved  from  its  tonr  of  duty, 
and  I  bade  adieu  to  Porchester  heights,  without  being  called 
to  dress  a  single  wound.  Not  more  than  two  or  three  men 
were  killed  or  wotinded  duringtfae  twenty  four  hours.  Some 
of  the  British  troops  were  seen  to  embark,  and  pass  down 
towards  the  Castle  last  evening,  to  be  in  readiness,  as  was 
supposed,  in  conjunction  with  others,  to  attack  our  works  this 
morning  ;  but  a  most  violent  storm  came  on  in  the  night,  and 
still  continuing,  obliges  General  Howe  to  abandon  bis  enter- 

Srise,'  and  thus  has  a  kind  Providence  seen  fit  to  frustrate  a 
esign,  which  must  have  heen  attended  with  immense 
slaughter  and  bloodshed.  General  Howe  must  now  be  sen- 
sible of  bis  exposed  situation,  and  be  convinced  of  the  imme- 
diate  necessity  of  evacuating  tbe  Itnvn  of  Boston,  if  he 
_jyould  prevent  the  sacrifice  of  bis  fleet  and  army. 

Ilk. — There  are  strong  indications  in  Bostoi),  that  the 
king's  troops  are  preparing  to  evacuate  the  town  ;  and  that 
no  attempt  will  he  made  to  dispossess  our  people  of  tbe 
works,  which  we  have  constructed  on  Dorchester  hei*:hts. 

8th. — A  flag  of  truce  has  ccnne  out  of  Boston  with  a  mes- 
sage from  the  selectmen  *,  acquainting  General  Washington 
that  Genera)  Howe  has  come  to  the  determination  to  evacu- 
ate the  town  ;  and  that  he  would  leave  it  standing,  provided 
his  army  should  be  permitted  to  retire  without  being  mo- 
lested. At  the  same  time  intimating,  as  is  reported,  that 
in  case  he  should  be  attacked  by  our  army,  tbe  tonn  should 
be  set  on  fire  in  different  places,  in  order  to  secure  his 
retreat.  We  are  unacquainted  with  the  determination  of 
his  Excellency  respecting  this  proposition  ;  but  it  is  well 
known  that  he  has  been  in  favor  of  making  an  attack  on  the 
town ,-  and  that  the  necessary  preparations  were  made,  and 
tbe  plan  arranged,  to  be  put  in  execution,  in  the  event  of  the 
enemy's  meditated  attack  on  our  works  at  Dorchester 
heights.  Four  thousand  troops,  the  first  division  commanded 
by  General  Sullivan,  tbe  second  by  General  Greene,  were 
ordered  to  be  in  readiness,  in  case  tbe  enemy  had  advanced 
and  been  defeated  on  the  heights  of  Dorchester,  this  force, 
at  a  given  signal,  was  to  have  rushed  into  the  town  and  taken 
posiessiw. 
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It  is  orediblf  reported  from  Boston,  that  on  the  morning 
wben  the  British  officers  discovered  our  newly  erected 
works,  which,  od  account  of  a  f(^  loomed  to  great  advan- 
tage, and  appe^ed  lai^er  than  the  reality,  General  Howe, 
on  viewing  them,  was  heard  to  saj  in  astonishmentt  "  1  know 
not  what  1  shall  do,  the  rebels  have  done  more  in  one  night 
than  my  whole  arm;  would  have  done  in  weeks.  Hia  admi-  . 
ral  soon  assured  him  that  if  the  rebels  were  permitted  td 
bold  poBsession,  he  should  not  be  able  to  keep  a  single  ship  in 
the  harbor  in  safety. 

Nothing  of  consequence  occurred  to  observation  till  Sua* 
day  morning,  March  ITth,  when  at  an  early  hour  it  was 
perceived  uiat  the  royal  army  commenced  their  embarka* 
tioB  OB  board  of  transports.  In  the  course  of  the  forenooa 
we  enjoyed  the  unspeakable  satisfaction  of  beholding  their 
friiote  Deet  under  sail,  wafting  from  onr  shores  the  dreadful 
icourge  of  war.  -  It  was  in  the  power  of  the  provincials  by 
K  caiHHwade  to  have  annoyed  the  enemy's  shipping  and  trans' 
ports  as  they  passed  Dorchester  heights,  and  to  have  occa.^ 
aitmed  great  embarrasainent  and  destruction  amoog  them  ; 
but  no  orders  were  given  for  this  purpose,  and  they  were 
raffered  to  pass  unmrnested.  By  this  event  we  are  happily 
relieved  of  a  force  cmisisting  of  seven  thousand  five  hundred 
and  seventy-five  regulars,  exclusive  of  the  staff,  which,  with 
tbe  marines  and  sailors,  may  be  estimated  at  about  ten  thou-' 
sand  in  the  whole. '  This  force  greatly  exceeds  the  five 
regiments,  with  which  General  Grant,  vauntingly  boasted  in 
E^land,  that  he  could  march  successfully  from  one  end  of 
the^American  continent  to  the  other.  A  considerable  number 
c^  lories,  who  had  joined  the  royal  standard,  took  passage 
wit^  their  families  on  board  of  the  transports  with  the  army, 
utd  bade  adieu  to  their  native  country,'  without  knowing  what 
part  of  the  world  is  to  he  their  destiny. 

'  Immediately  after  the  enemy  sailed  from  Boston  harbor, 
Oeoeral  VTaahira^on  ordered  the  major  part  of  his  army  to 
march  to  New  York,  to  secure  that  city  against  the  appre- 
hended invasion  of  General  Howe.  It  was  not  till  Wednes- 
day, the  30th,  that  our  troops  were  permitted  to  enter  the 
town,  when  our  re^ment,  with  two  or  three  others,  were 
Ordered  t<^arch  in,  and  take  up  our  quarters,  which  were 
provided  m  us  in  comfortable  booses.  While  marching 
through  the  streets,  the  inhabitants  appeared  at  their  doors 
and  winddws ;  though  they  manifested  a  lively  joy  on  being 
iHisnted  tmm  a  long  imprisonment,  they  were  not  altt^ther 
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free  from  a  melancholy  gloom  wbicfa  ten  tedious  mODths*  siege 
has  spread  over  Uieir  countenances.  The  streeta  a&d  build- 
ings present  a  scene,  which  reflects  disgrace  an  their  late 
occapantB,  exhibiting  a  deplorable  desolation  and  wretch- 
edness. 

Boston,  Mweh  HZd. — A  concourse  of  people  from  the 
country  are  crowding  into  town,  full  of  friendly  solicitude  ; 
and  it  IS  truly  interesting  to  witness  the  tender  interviews 
and  fond  embraces  of  those,  who  have  been  long  separated 
under  circumstances  so  peculiarly  distressing.  But  it  is 
particularly  unfortunate  on  this  occasion,  that  tbe  smallpox 
IS  lurking  in  various  parts  of  tbe  town  ;  which  deters  many 
from  enjoying  an  interview  with  their  friends.-  The  parents 
and  sister  of  my  friend  Dr.  Towosend  have  continued  in 
town  during  the  siege  ;  being  introduced  to  the  family  by  the 
Doctor,  I  received  a  kind  and  polite  invitation  to  take  up 
my  abode  with  them,  where  I  am  enjoying  the  kindest  atten- 
tions and  civilities.  1  accompanied  several  gentlemen  to 
view  the  British  fortifications  on  Roxbuiy  neck,  where  1 
observed  a  prodigious  number  of  little  military  engines  call- 
ed caltrops,  or  crow  feet,  scattered  over  the  ground  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  works  to  impede  the  march  of  our  troops  in 
case  of  an  attack.  The  implement  consists  of  an  iron  ball 
armed  with  four  sharp  points  about  one  inch  in  length,  so 
formed  that  which  way  soever  it  may  fall  one  point  lies  up- 
wards to  pierce  the  feet  of  horses  or  men,  ana  are  admira- 
bly well  calculated  to  obstruct  the  march  of  an  enemy. 

3Sd. — I  went  to  view  the  Old  South  Church,  a  spacious 
brick  building  near  tbe  centre  of  the  town.  It  bag  been  for 
more  than  a  century  consecrated  to  the  service  of  religion, 
and  many  eminent  divines  have  in  its  pulpit  labored  in  teach- 
ing the  ways  of  righteousness  and  truth.  ^But  during  the 
late  siege  the  inside  of  it  was  entirely  destroyed  by  tbe 
British,  and  the  sacred  buildiog  occupied  as  a  riding  school 
for  Burgoyne's  regiment  of  dragoons.  The  pulpit  and  pews 
were  removed,  the  floor  covered  with  earth,  and  used  for 
the  porpose  of  training  and  exercising  their  horses.  A 
beautiful  pew,  ornamented  with  carved  work  iuid  silk  furni- 
ture, Was  demolished  ;  and  by  order  of  an  officer,  the  carved 
work,  it  is  said,  was  used  as  a  fence  for  jj^Pfisty.  Tbe 
North  Church,  a  very  valuable  building,  wa^B^Pely  demol- 
ished and  consumed  for  fuel. '  Thus  are  our  IrauseB,  devoted 
to  religious  worship,  profaned  and  destroyed  by  the  subjects 
oi.hu  Royal  Mfljeaty.     His  Excellency  the  commander  ib 
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chief  bas  been  received  by  the  inhabitanta  with  eTery  mark 
of  respect,  and  gratitude  ;  and  a  public  dinner  has  been 
provided  for  him.  He  requested  the  Rev.  Dr.  Eliot,  at  the 
renewal  of  his  customary  Thursday  Lecture,  to  preach  a 
tbankagivbg  Berm<Hi,  adapted  to  the  joyful  occasion.  Accor- 
dingly on  the  28tfa,  this  pious  divine  preached  an  appropriate 
discourse  from  Isaiah  xxziii.  20,  in  presence  of  his  Excel- 
lency and  a  respectable  audience. 

SdtA. — The  Massachusetts  House  of  RepresentaUves  and 
Council,  presented  his  Excellency  a  respectful  and  affec- 
tiwiate  address ;  and  received  from  him  a  reply  no  less 
-reapectful  and  satisfactory. 

'  Que  of  our  soldiers  found  a  human  skeleton  in  complete 
preparation,  left  by  a  British  surgeon,  vrbich  I  have  receiv- 
ed as  an  acceptable  present. 

April  8th. — I  attended  at  the  Stone  Chapel,  where  were 
performed  the  funeral  solemnities  over  the  remains  of  that 
patriot  and  hero  Major  General  Joseph  Warren.  The  re- 
nains  were  taken  from  the  earth  at  Breed's  hill,  placed  in 
an  elegant  coffin,  and  brought  into  the  chapel,  where,  in  the 
presence  of  a  numerous  assembly,  a  eulogy  was  pronounced 
by  Perez  Morton,  Esq.  a  young  lawyer  of  abilities.  The 
ceremony  was  conducted  by  the  society  of  Free  Masons, 
ef  which  the  deceased  was  Grand  Master.  A  grand  proces- 
sion was  formed,  and  the  remains  having  received  the  cus- 
tomary masonic  honors,  were  deposited  in  the  vault  under 
the  chapel.'  This  proceedhig  was  to  me  a  pleasing  novelty, 
md  in  uie  view  of  the  public  a  grateful  tribute  to  the  mem' 
•ry  of  a  beloved  fellow  citizen. 

"  Let  lunlf,  drench^  in  pars  PBntMuui  d«»*, 
Rsmnl  bi«  Bwm'rj,  dur  to  «twj  numt, 
Wbo,  witli  m  eoarage  of  ouibAkcBi  ml, 
la  hanor'a  ttU  kdnaciu  hi)  Ora  fi»t, 
PkBU  it  ^to  th*  Hna  tEu  jotic*  dnwi. 
And  wis  pmail  or  paiirii  in  hw  ubm. 
Ill  t«  lk«  TirtHM  or  RuJi  man  nun  own 
Ba  portni  m  Iha  |ood  that  He«nn  botoo*. 
Aad  whaa  lacordioc  UHor;  dupUn 
■~    ■      •  m,  Ooofk  wras^l  m  mndml  dirt] 

Moat  hMTtt,  ibu  (ought  mnd  di«l 


T«Ilf  of  ■  6w  «oat  hMTtt,  tbu  (ought  mi 

'd  with  what  be  retd*. 


Whan  dalj  pkc'd  limn,  at  Ihur  couatry'i  aids  ; 
~    nanl^uDM 


natti 

UBiratthjr  oT  tb*  lilciiimi  of  tbs  bnTC, 

Ii  baas  ia  kind,  and  born  lo  b*  aalaro."— ColrriK. 

JMotf. — Ai  the  smallpox  is  in  many  parts  of  the  town 
among  VmOt  the  inhabitants  and  soldiers,  I  was  advised  by  my 
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friends  to  have  recourse  to  inoculation  for  mj  own  safety, 
thoueh  contrary  to  general  orders.  1  was  accordingly  inocu- 
lated by  my  friend  Dr.  John  Homana,  and  have  passed 
through  the  disease  in  the  most  favorable  manner,  not  suffer- 
ing one  day's  confinement. 

June  ISth. — The  harbor  of  Boston  has  not  been  entirely 
cleared  of  British  shipping  since  the  town  was  evacuated. 
A  fifty  gun  ship  and  several  other  vessels  still  occupy  the 
lower  harbor,  near  Nantasket,  A  number  of  provincial 
troops  and  volunteers  are  now  ordered  on  an  expedition,' 
under  the  command  of  General  Benjamin  Lincoln,  with 
heavy  cannon,  /or  the  purpose  of  driving  them  from  the 
harbor.  A  part  of  our  regiment  being  ordered  on  the  expe- 
dition, we  embarked  at  the  Long  Wharf,  and  landed  on  Long 
Island,  and  immediately  made  arrangements  for  a  cannonade. 
A  few  shot  soon  convinced  the  Commodore  of  his  danger  ; 
he  returned  the  fire  with  some  spirit  ;  but  having  received 
a  shot  through  his  npper  works,  he  soon  got  under  sail  and 
hastily  departed.  Thus  is  the  port  of  Boston  again  opened 
by  our  own  authority,  after  beiiv;  closed  during  two  years  by 
virtue  of  an  act  of  the  British  Parliament. 

20lk. — The  removal  of  the  British  armed  vessels  from 
Nantasket  has  been  productive  of  very  favorable  conse- 
quences. Three  days  after  their  departure  two  transports 
from  Scotland  hound  to  Boston,  unapprised  of  the  event, 
entered  Nantasket  road,  and  were  accosted  by  a  discharge 
of  cannon  from  an  American  battery  before  they  were  nnde-> 
ceived.  In  this  situation  it  was  impossible  for  them  to 
escape,  and  several  of  our  privateers  made  their  appear- 
ance and  conimanded  them  to  strike  their  flag.  This  being 
refused,  a  smart  action  ensued,  and  contmued  about  an  hour 
and  a  half,  when  they  were  obliged  to  yield  and  strike  to 
the  privateers.  On  board  the  transports  Major Menzies  and 
eight  others  were  killed,  and  seventeen  wounded.  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Archibald  Campbell,  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven  Highlanders,  and  forty-eight  others,  were  made  pris- 
oners. tifijoT  Menzies  has  been  buried  here  with  the  honors 
of  war. 

July  3d. — 'Orders  are  given  to  inoculate  for  the  smallpox, 
all  the  soldiers  and  inhabitants  in  town,  as  a  general  infection 
of  this  terrible  disease  is  apprehended.  Dr.  Townsend  and 
ipyself  are  now  constantly  engaged  In  this  business. 

|2(A. — Melancholy  accounts  have  been  received  respect- 
l^$  tlje  aitnatwiii  of  onr  ano^  in  Canada ;  they  are  sub}ecte4 
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to  Fery  great  hardships,  Bufferinga,  and  prirationa.  Desti- 
tute of  the  necessary  supplies  of  provisions  and  stores, 
exhausted  by  fatine,  and  reduced  by  sickness,  with  the 
smallpox  attended  by  unexampled  mortality,  they  are  in  a 
state  out  little  short  of  desperation.  In  addition  to  all  their 
safferings,  they  aovi  have  to  deplore  the  loss  of  their  valuable 
commander,  Major  General  John  Thomas.  This  gentleman 
wasanativeofMarshfield,  Massachusetts.  Hewasinmilitary 
service  in  former  wars  against  the  French  and  Indians,  where 
he  acqaired  a  h^h  degree  of  reputation.  He  vr&s  among  the 
first  to  espouse  the  cause  of  bis  country  in  amilitary  character, 
JD  1775,  and  during  the  siege  of  Boston  and  on  the  heights 
of  Dorchester,  he  was  distinguished  as  an  active,  vigilant,  and 
brave  officer.  In  March,  1776,  be  was  promoted  by  Cw 
gresB  from  a  Brigadier  to  the  rank  of  Major  General,  and  by 
them  appobted  to  command  our  forces  in  Canada.  On  hia 
arrival  there,  he  found  innumerable  difficulties  to  encoun- 
ter ;  the  smallpox  frequently  breaking  out  among  the  troops, 
and  the  soldiers  being  in  the  practice  of  inoculating  them- 
selves, to  the  great  injury  of  the  public  service.  The 
general  deemed  it  necessary,  for  the  safety  of  the  army,  to 
prohibit  the  practice  of  inoculating,  and  not  excepting  him- 
self from  the  injunction,  he  unfortunately  received  the  infec- 
tion, which  proved  fatal  to  him,  and  deprived  the  public  of 
a  vatuable  general  officer.  He  was  held  in  universal  respect, 
and  confidence  as  a  military  character,  and  his  death  is 
de^ly  deplored  throughout  the  army. 

'  The  rery  intportant  intelligence  from  Philadelphia  is  now 
proclaimed,  that  on  the  4th  mstant,  the  American  Congreii 
declared  the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  "  Free,  Sovereign, 
hdepatdent  Slates."  The  subject  has  for  some  time  agitated 
the  public  muid,  and  various  opinions  have  been  entertained 
relative  to  this  momentous  transaction.  Opinions  of  much 
weight  and  authority  have  been,  and  still  are  in  coDisitni,  and 
it  bax  been  considered  very  doubtful  vrhether  the  grand  object 
would  be  accomplished  at  the  present  time.  Objections 
however  have  yielded  to  imperious  necessity,  and  a  new 
epoch  for  United  America  has  now  commenced.  We  are 
now,  in  the  16th  year  of  the  reign  of  bis  Majesty  King 
Geoi^e  the  Third,  absolved  from  all  allegiance  to  the  British 
crown  ;  and  all  political  connexion  between  us,  za  subjects, 
and  his  government,  is  totally  and  forever  dissolved,  unless 
indeed  Providence  shall  so  order,  that  we  shall  be  again 
r9<l)|ced  to  a  state  of  dependence  and  vassalage. 
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-  ISth. — This  day  the  declaration  of  American  IndependeDce 
ha>  been  proclaimed  in  form  from  the  halcony  of  the  State 
House  in  this  totvn.  On  this  most  joyful  occasion,  Colonels 
Whitcomh  and  Sargeant's  regiments  were  paraded  under 
arms  in  King  street ;  and  also  a  detachment  from  the  Massa- 
chnsetts  regiment  of  artillery  with  two  field  pieces. '  A 
number  of  the  members  of  our  council  and  house  of  repre- 
sNitatives,  the  magistrates,  clergymen,  selectmen,  and  a 
large  number  of  other  gentlemen  of  Boston,  and  of  the 
neighboring  towns,  assembled  in  the  council  chamber.  At 
1  o'clock  the  declaration  was  proclaimed  by  Colonel  Thomas 
Crafts,  and  was  received  with  great  joy.  >  Three  hnzzaa 
ft-om  the  concourse  of  people  were  given,  after  which 
thirteen  pieces  of  cannon  were  fired  from  Fort  hill,  and 
from  Dorchester  neck,  the  Castle,  Nantaeket,  &,c.'  The 
detachment  of  artillery  in  King  street,  discharged  their 
cannon  thirteen  times  ;  which  was  followed  by  the  two  regi- 
ments in  thirteen  separate  divisions ;  all  corresponding  to 
the  number  of  the  American  United  States  ;  after  which 
the  gentlemen  in  the  council  chamber  partook  of  a  collation, 
and  a  number  of  appropriate  toasts  were  proclaimed  by  the 
president  of  the  council. 

This  highly  important  transaction  of  our  Congress  is  the 
theme  of  every  circle,  and  topic  of  universal  discusaion,  and 
it  receives  the  sanction  and  approbation  of  a  large  majority 
of  the  community.  When  we  reflect  on  the  deranged  con- 
dition of  our  army,  the  great  deficiency  of  our  resources, 
and  the  little  prospect  of  foreign  assistance,  and  at  the  same 
time  contemplate  the  prodigious  powers  and  resources  of 
our  enemy,  we  may  view  this  measure  of  Congress  as  a 
prodigy.  The  history  of  the  world  cannot  furnish  an  instance 
of  fortitude  and  heroic  magnanimity  ptnllel  to  that  display- 
ed  by  the  members,  whose  signatures  are  affixed  to  the 
declaration  of  American  Independence.  Their  venerated 
names  will  ornament  the  brightest  pages  of  American  history, 
and  be  traosmitted  to  the  latest  generations.  The  instru- 
ment was  signed  by  John  Hancock,  Esq.  as  President,  and 
by  fifty-four  others,  delegates  from  the  thirteen  United 
Stales.  Tbe  Congress  have  in  their  declaration  recited  the 
grievances  and  oppressipnsT^or  whicli  we  could  not  obtain 
redress  ;  and  proclaimed  to  the  world  the  causes,  which 
impelled  them  to  a  ^paratioo  from  th^  crown  of  Great 
Britain.  A  Bensible*"and  popular  writer,  in  a  producticn 
entitled  "  Cmtnon  jSsiw,'*  ai^ei  the  necessity  of  the 
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measure  from  the  following  cooaideratioiu.  '*  We  had  no 
credit  abroad  because  of  our  rtbtUiota  deptndtncy.  Our 
ships  could  obtain  no  protection  m  foreign  ports,  because  we 
afiorded  them  do  justifiable  reaswi  for  granting  it  to  us.  The 
calling  of  ourselves  subjects,  and  at  the  same  time  fighting 
against  the  Prince  we  acknowledge,  was  a  dangerous  prece* 
dent  to  all  Europe.  If  the  grievances  justified  our  taking 
up  arms,  they  justified  our  separati<Hi ;  if  they  did  not  justify 
onr  separation,  neither  could  they  justify  our  taking  arms. 
All  Eurt^e  was  interested  in  reducing  ua  as  rebels,  and  all 
Europe,  or  the  greater  part  at  least,  is  interested  in  sup- 
porting us  in  our  independent  state.  At  home  our  condition 
was  still  worse  ;  our  currency  bad  no  foundation  ;  and  the 
state  of  it  would  have  ruined  whig  and  tory  alike.  We  had 
no  other  laws  than  a  kind  of  moderated  passion  ;  no  other 
civil  power  than  an  honest  mob  ;  and  no  other  protection  than 
the  temporary  attachment  of  one  man  to  another.  Had 
independency  been  delayed  a  few  months  longer,  this  cmti- 
nent  would  have  been  plunged  into  irretrievable  confusitm  ; 
some  violent  for  it,  some  against  it — all  in  the  greatest 
cabal ;  the  rich  would  have  been  ruined,  and  the  poor 
destroyed.  The  necessity  of  being  independent  would  have 
brought  it  on  in  a  little  time,  had  there  been  no  rupture 
between  Britain  and  America.  The  increasing  importance 
of  commerce — the  weight  and  perplexity  of  legislation — and 
the  enlarged  state  of  European  politics,  would  clearly  have 
shown  to  the  continent  the  impropriety  of  continuing  subor- 
dinate ;  for  after  the  coolest  reflection  on  the  matter,  this 
must  be  allowed,  "  that  Britain  was  too  jealous  of  America 
to  govern  it  justly  ;  too  ignorant  of  it  to  govern  it  well  ;  and 
too  distant  from  it  to  govern  it  at  all."  The  author  of 
Common  Sense  is  Mr.  Thomas  Paine,  lately  from  Et^land. 
1  am  credibly  informed  that  the  following  anecdote  occurred 
on  the  day  of  signing  the  declarati<m.  Mr.  Harrison,  a  del- 
egate from  Virginia,  is  a  large  portly  man — Mr.  Gerry,  of 
Massacbuietts,  is  slender  and  spare.  A  little  time  aUter  the 
solemn  truuaction  of  signing  the  instrument,  Mr.  Harrison 
•aid  smilingly  to  Mr.  Uerry,  "  When  the  hanging  scene 
comes  to  be  exhibited,  I  shall  have  the  advantage  over  you 
flo  account  of  my  size.  All  will  be  over  with  me  in  a  mo- 
ment, but  you  will  be  kicking  in  the  air  half  an  hour  after  I 
am  gone." 

Stm.-~-It  appears  by  the  public  papers,  that  a  detachment 
from  the  British  army  of  two  thousand  ei^t  hondred  taeu. 
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nnder  the  CMiunand  of  Major  General  Clinton,  Lord  Corn' 
millis,  and  a  fleet  comisting  of  ttro  line  of  battle  ships, 
frigtdASj  *Bi  other  armed  vesselB,  amoscting  to  forty  or  fifty, 
hare  lately  made  a  furious  attack  on  the  town  of  Charleston, 
South  Carolina.  Major  General  Lee,  who  commends  our 
army  in  that  quarter,  has  vrritten  to  Congress  a  pafticolar 
statement  of  the  engagement,  which,  he  says,  continued  for 
twelve  hoars  without  intermission.  The  enemy  was  twice 
repulsed  with  great  loss  ;  and  the  Carolma  troop«  and  militia 
have  gained  the  highest  bonor  by  tbeir  brave  and  intrepid 
conduct.  Colonel  Moultrie,  in  e  particular  manner,  is  dc 
servin^iof  tbe  highest  praise.  Bat  the  British  fleet  has 
BufieMMl  a  loss  almost  beyond  example.  Their  ships  shat' 
tnted  «knoit  to  total  ruin,  and  one  frigate  of  twenty-eight 
gnos  «BB  blown  np  by  her  own  crew.  A  number  of  officers 
were  killed  and  wovnded,  and  the  number  of  men  is  said  to 
be  ooe  htudred  and  teventy-^iine  killed,  and  two  hundred  and 
sixty  woonded.  Not  me  man,  who  was  quartered  at  the 
bowing  of  the  aetiOn  m  the  Bristol's  quarter  deck,  escap- 
edrbeing  killed  or  wounded.  Lord  Campbell,  the  late 
governor  of  that  colony,  being  a  volunteer  on  board,  received 
ft  mortal  wound  ;  and  the  Commodore,  Sir  Peter  Parker, 
had  a  material  part  of  his  breeches  torn  away,  and  was 
otherwise  wounded.  The  whole  of  the  British  forces  db- 
playedtfae  greatest  courage  and  bravery.  In  a  southern 
newRpaper  are  inserted  the  foll<Fwing  lines  on  Sir  Peter's 
disaster. 

"  tf  boner  in  Iha  biesch  ii  lodg'd. 


The  E^ish  Partiament,  doubting  the  competency  of 
their  own  powers  to  subjugate  the  United  Colonies,  have 
resorted  to  the  assistance  orfore!^  troops  to  prosecute  their 
sanguinary  purposes,  lliey  have  actually  entered  into  treaty 
with  several  German  Princes  to  furnish  seventeen  thousand 
DMD,  to  aid  in  the  great  work  of  reditcmg  the  Americans  to 
the  same  degraded  state  of  vassalage  with  these  hirelings 
themselves-  The  terms  sttpaldted  in  the  treaties  are,  that 
besides  the  wages  to  be  paid  these  foreigners.  Parliament 
engages  to  pay  for  every  soldier  who  shall  not  return,  thirty 
pounds  sterling ;  and  for  every  disabled  soldier  fifteen  pounds 
sterlii^l  These  mercenary  troops,  it  is  said  in  England, 
are  to  "  uikt  in  f»rciBg  the  rebels  to  ask  mercy."    It  has 
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been  asserted  in  Uie  Htnue  of  Lords,  that  the  eiMnie  ttf 
England  for  these  foreiKii  troopa  cannot  be  less  utftn  ate 
million  fire  bnndred  thousand  poinds  for  one  year ! '  There 
is  ntnr  the  clearest  eridence,  that  the  British  mhuMiy  u6 
TTofnllf  disappobited  in  their  expectatiiMis  respectiilH  tbd 
spirit  and  temper  of  the  Atnerican  people.  Thejr  had  6u< 
tertalned  no  idea  that  the  colonists  would  proceed  to  sacU 
daring  etwrmity  as  to  spnrn  their  mighty  pO^^t-  uA  author: 
Itj.  Tbey  appear  now  determined  bj  their  angmented 
forces  to  crush  at  a  blow  all  opposition  to  their  maodatest 
end  to  coerce  the  rebels  into  a  sfjnse  of  duty  to  their  long. 
It  is  estimated  that  a  force  exceeding  forty  thousand  men,  a 
to  be  employed  in  America  the  present  yeaf.  His  majeirty 
has  appointed  the  two  brothers,  Lord  Howe  and  Goeru 
Howe,  commissioners  for  restoring  peace  to  the  coloniett 
and  fof  granting  pardtm  to  such  of  nis  Majesty's  subjeets, 
now  in  i%bel1ion,  as  shall  deaerte  tii6  royal  clemflOcVj  Be^ 
sides  the  two  commissioners,  they  are  about  to  send  oti  the 
same  service  a  combinati<m  of  Hessians,  Brunawicken, 
Waldeekers,  English,  Scotch  and  Irish.  The  Scots  may 
perhaps  come  prepared  with  the  followii^  adriccj 


The  foll(twin|  trtflsaction  is  now  a  subject  of  aewwtpfif 
discussion  ajid  of  general  couTeraation.  Admiral  Lord  Howe 
arrived  off  the  city  of  New  York,  not  Img  since,  to  take 
the  command  of  the  British  fleet  ;  on  hit  arrival  he  prtH 
claimed  to  the  public  that  he  and  his  brother,  Qeneral  Howe, 
were  appobted  bis  Majesty's  eommisaionera,  with  full  pow- 
ers to  grant  pardons  to  all,  or  tb  any  tottn,  cotinty,  br  district, 
who  may  have  departed  from  tiieir  allegiance  and  duty  to  his 
Majesty,  ttc.  and  who  ar6  willingby  a  speedy  return  to  reap 
the  benefit  of  the  royal  favor;  These  royal  commissioners 
despatched  Cdonel  Fattersoiij  Adjutant  General  of  the 
British  Aridy,  to  General  Washington,  at  New  York,  with 
tetters  respecting  their  mission  ;  but  as  the  letters  were  not 
directed  In  a  manner  exprdssive  of  his  official  atation,  faitf 
Ezcelleney  refused  to  receive  tbem  )  but  treated  Colonel 
Patterson  with  mach  politeness,  (md  dlaAissed  him-  The 
eondoct  ef  General  Washu^ton  in  this  intetrle*  reefcived 
the  ^probation  of  Congress,  and  they  resolvAd^  **  tbat  he 
bad  acted  with  a  dignity  becoming  his  character."  They 
further  resolved,  "  that  no  letters  or  mctsaages  ^e  received 


5S  HIUTAEr  JODMKAL,  1776.  [JDLT- 

00  aoj  occition  ntitever  from  the  enemy,  by  the  Commander 
in  Chief  or  others,  the  commanders  of  the  American  armj, 
bat  such  at  shall  be  directed  to  them  in  the  characters  they 
respectively  sustain."  It  nas  not  many  days  after  this  that 
Colfmei  PattersfMi  again  waited  on  General  Washington,  and 
m  this  occasitHi  he  addressed  him  by  the  title  of  Excellency  ; 
and  in  the  name  of  the  Comaiissi<NierB  apologized  for  any 
deficiency  in  point  of  respect  or  punctilio,  and  assured  him 
{hat  they  bad  the  highest  personal  respect  for  Qeneral 
fVasbington,  and  did  not  mean  to  derogate  from  his  rank  ; 
that  the  letter,  of  which  he  was  now  the  bearer  from  the 
Commissioners,  was  directed  to  George  Washington,  Esq. 
ite.  Set.  &c.  wlucfa  they  hoped  would  remove  all  difficul- 
ties ;  as  the  three  tt  ceUrai  might  be  understood  to  imply 
every  thing  that  ought  to  follow.  To  this  the  General  re- 
|tlied,  that  though  it  was  true  the  three  tt  ctttrat  might  mean 
evtty  thing,  it  was  also  true  they  might  mean  any  thmg,  and 
as  Congress  had  approved  of  his  conduct  in  the  first  inter-, 
view,  he  could  not  enter  into  any  new  treaty  without  fresh 
authority,  and  declined  receivmg  the  letter  ;  adding  that 
he  should  absolutely  decline  any  letter  directed  to  him 
as  a  private  person,  when  it  related  to  his  public  station.' 
Colonel  Patterson  said,  Lord  and  General  Howe  were  in- 
vested with  exceedingly  great  powers,  and  were  venr 
desirous  of  being  the  medium  of  an  accommodation  of  diffi- 
culties. The  general  replied,  he  had  read  the  act  of  Par- 
liament, and  found  they  were  merely  empowered  to  grant 
pardons  ;  the  Americans  bad  comoiitied  no  wrong,  and 
therefore  wanted  no  pardtms  ;  we  were  only  defending  what 
we  deemed  our  iudispu table  rights.  Colonel  Patterson 
seemed  confused,  and  replied  that  this  would  open  a  wide 
field  for  argument.  The  Adjutant  General  condueted  with 
the  greatest  attention  and  politeness  ;  and  manifested  great 
solicitude  that  the  letter  might  be  received,  and  that  the 
interview  might  be  productive  of  favorable  restdts.  He 
expressed  strong  acknowledgments  for  the  favor  dene  him, 
in  omitting  the  usual  ceremoiiy  of  blindit^  his  eyes,  when 
passing  our  works.  General  Washington  invited  him  to  pai^ 
take  of  a  collation  provided  for  him,  and  he  was  introduced 
to  our   General  Officers.      AAer  many  compliments   and 

Silite  expressions,  he  departed  with  saying,  "Has  year 
xcellency  no  commands  to  my  Lord  or  General  Howe  f" 
*'  None,  Sir,"  replied  the  General,  "  but  my  partieulkF 
compliments-to  both  of  them." 
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-  This  event  funuahes  an  irrefragable  teatunonj  of  tli« 
manlv  firmnesi  of  mind  and  dignity  of  cimdnct  of  our  Com- 
mander in  Chief;  and  is  calculated  to  impren  the  Engliab 
eommanders  fvith  a  jast  aense  of  his  exalted  merit  and 
cbarscter. 

'•Sngmt  lit. — The  continental  army,  under  the  Immediate 
command  <^  General  Washington,  ia  atationed  at  Neiv  York  ; 
and  it  is  expected  that  the  British  army,  under  command  of 
General  Howe,  will  endeavor  to  take  posseaaion  of  that 
citj  the  preaent  seas<ni. ' 

Btk.~^fAone\  Whitcomb's  regiment,  consisting  of ,  five 
bundreii  men,  haa  now  gone  through  the  smallpox  in  this 
town  by  inocuIatiM,  and  all,  except  one  negro,  have  re- 
covered. 

7(fc. — This  regiment,  with  Colonel  Sargeant's,  are  prepar- 
ii^  to  march  to  Ticonderoga.  A  number  of  teams  are 
procnred  to  transport  the  baggage  and  stores,  and  this  mora- 
ing,  at  seven  o'clock,  they  marched  out  of  town  with  colors 
displayed  and  drums  beating.  Being  myself  indisposed,  I 
am  permitted  to  tarry  in  town  till  my  health  is  restored,  and 
ia  the  mean  time  I  am  directed  to  take  charge  of  the  sick 
Biddiers,  that  remain  here- 

20tk. — Having  recovered  my  health,  and 'being  prepared 
to  follow  our  regiment,  I  am  this  day  to  bid  adieu  to  the 
town  of  Bostffli,  where  I  have  resided  very  pleasantly  for 
the  last  five  months.  I  am  destined  to  a  distant  part  of  our 
country,  and  know  not  what  sufferings  and  hazarda  I  shall  be 
called  to  encounter,  while  in  the  discharge  of  my  militarr 
dnty.  ■  I  shall  commence  my  journey  in  company  with 
Lieutenant  Whiting  and  fourteen  men,  who  were  left  here  as 
invalids. 

■  Tieondenga,  Sevtember.---'We  took  our  route  throng 
Worcester,  Sprnigneld,  Charlestown,  in  fiew  Hampshire, 
and  over  the  Green  Mountains  to  Skeensbnry,  which  is  the 

5 lace  of  rendezvous  for  the  continental  troops  and  militia 
estined  to  Ticonderoga.  Here  boats  are  provided  at  th^ 
entrance  of  Lake  Champlain,  which  are  continually  passing 
to  and  from  this  place.  We  embarked  on  the  6th  instant, 
and  with  good  oanmen  and  sails  we  arrived  the  same  day, 
and  jwied  onr  re^ment  here,  a  distance  of  thirty  miles. 
While  on  our  march,  we  received  alarming  reports  respect- 
ing some  military  operations  between  our  army,  commanded 
by  General  Washington,  and  the  British,  under  command  of 
General   Howe,   on  Long  Island,   near  New  Yorfc.     The 
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f sport  aUt*>>  tlu^  OH'  armj  has  suffered  a  ccui^ete  defeat, 
frith  great  lou,  and  that  two  of  our  general  officers  are 
takes  piiioiiera.  -The  inbabitanti  through  the  couatr;  are 
in  great  ftlarip  i^  but  have  not  obtained  the  particular!  ;  aa 
tbe  aceonntat  present  is  vague,  and  somewhat  contradictory, 
ire  bope  and  tnist  ti»t  a  particular  detail  will  prore  the 
pvent  to  b^  ifioftf  ff^yorable  to  our  pauie, 

-  SoQQ  after  mj  arrival  here*  >  wldier  had  the  imprudence 
to  seize  a  rattlemalce  bj  iti  tail  i  the  ■*cptile  threw  its  bead 
back  and  struck  its  fangs  into  the  m^'s  han^.  In  a  few 
moments  a  awelliog  commenced,  attended  with  severe  pain. 
|t  waa  not  njore  tl»n  half  an  hour,  when  his  whole  arm  to 
his  shoulder  was  swoll^  to  twice  its  natural  size,  and  the 
■kin  htfcame  of  a  deep  onuge  color.  His  body,  oq  one  side, 
soon  becane  tiffecteu  in  a  similar  manner,  and  a  nausea  at 
his  stoiqich  ensued.  The  poor  man  was  greatly  and  jttiUjr 
alarmed ;  fail  situation  was  very  critical.  Two  piedic«d 
imen,  beside  myself,  were  in  a|ose  attendance  for  several 
hoiir«,  Having  ppocnmd  a  quantity  of  olive  oil,  we  directed 
the  patient  (o  swaJlow  it  'm  larae  and  repeated  doses,  till  he 
had  taken  one  quart  i  uxl  ^^  ^e  same  time  we  rubbed  uito 
the  affected  limb  a  very  large  quantity  of  mercurial  oint- 
ment. In  about  two  hours  we  had  the  satisfaction  to  per- 
ceive  the  fi^vorable  effects  of  the  remedies.  The  alarming 
pymptonw  abated,  the  lwe]l(l^[  ^il  pain  gradually  subsided, 
and  in  aI;out  forty-ejght  bo|ir»  be  was  happily  restored  to 
health.  ' 

lOth.^  h^ye  omitted  to  record  the  following  iucidenta 
till  I  Could  ascertain  the  particulars  of  tl)e  reports. 

We  learn  by  accounts  from  New  Tork,  that  some  time 
since,  a  plot  of  a  most  atrocious  nature  was  detected  m  that 
pity.  A  gaqg  of  tories  bad  associated  for  the  purpose  of 
joining  the  Britiah  Sripy  i  &nd  bad  ooqcerl^d  a  plan,  it  is 
said,  to  assassinate  his  ^cellency  Geoeral  Wastungton,  and 
pome  other  Queers  ;  aqd  while  our  army  were  engaged  with 
the  enemy,  to  hlow  up  qur  mpgasineB,  &c.  The  (nayor  of 
the  city,  an^  an  arfDorer  who  was  employed  in  mal^ng  rifles 
for  the  tories,  and  several  others,  were  takoi  into  custody, 
and  coqimitted  to  ploee  prison,  The  mayo*,  oe  examination, 
confessed  that  fae  received  money  from  Qovemer  Trjon,  to 
pay  the  armorer  for  the  rifles.'    Two  pf  his  Eifcellency's 

■  "  GorenMT  Tl^  had  NborBad  tke  tbn  nujor  of  Kew  Tock  to  taiit  lb* 
.fpjtl  fl>rc«  OB  tbtiT  aninl  in  tku  «tj,  ud  Ganeiu  Wuihiiftaa  wu  to  b*  Mgir 
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gaards  were  confedente,  and  a  third,  to  wh(»b  the  secret 
ms  confided,  hooeitly  discloied  the  informstion.  Several 
of  these  miicreaDtB  were  tried  and  ctmvicted,  api  tWo  or 
three  were  executed.  ADotfaer  Vile  plot  has  been  discoverjed 
in  the  citj  of  Albany,  hj  the  cmfessian  of  two  tories,  the 
plaii  waa  to  Ret  tbe  city  oo  fira,  and  to  blow  up  Uie  magazine- 
Some  of  the  incendiaries  were  apprehended,  ajitd  the  medi- 
tated plot  frustrated.  We  have  now  ample  evidence,  that 
the  tories  are  the  moat  virulent  and  implacable  of  our 
enemies  ;  and  it  is  to  be  considered  as  a  remarkable  ibter- 

Kaitioo  of  Providence,  that  their  vile  machinations  are  so 
iqnently  defeated.  Internal  seci^l  enemies  axe  always 
more  dangerous  than  avowed  foes  m  the  field  ;  and  to  nn- 
nerooa  and  active  fire  the  toriea  jn  the 'vici{iity  of  our  naio 
army,  ^at  it  has  faem  ibnad  necesaary  to  adopt  coercive 
neasures,  aqd  ta  cofppel  them  to  take  tlie'oatn  of  allegi- 
ance, aa  prescribed  by  onr  Congreaa,  or  to  depart/jrom  oar 
territories. 

ISth. — I  iquat  not  pmit  to  notice  aSoBiBr  kwtanee/of  vitl&ny 
in  a  QermtD,  by  the  name  <if  Ledwitz. ,  B^  his  stlJicitalim 
he  was  qtp<ttntea  Lieutenant  Qolonel  in  our  army;,  and  he  has 
been  detected  in  a  tnitorous  i^reapondence  with  OoveivOT 
Tiyon,  of  New  York.  He  entrusted  ))iB  letter  to  we  Steen, 
an  homat  German,  te  be  conveyed  to  New  York  ;  but  he 
considered  it  his  duty  to  expose  the  perfidy,  and  deU^ere^ 
it  to  Qeneral  W^ahii^on.  In  his  letter  be  first  presents  bit 
compliments  in  a  formal  manner  to  I^ord  I{owe,  and  then 
proceeds  to  profess  a  eonwiousness  tlfat  the  world  will  cen- 
sure him  for  bis  treachery,  in  convsponding  with  the  enemy 
of  those  w  whose  service  he  is  emplof  e^,  nut  apologizes  t^ 
aaaerting,  th^t  he  had  been  forced  to  accept  bis  commission, 
for  fear  of  ruining  hfanself  and  family  ;  ajtd  as  he  had  en^ 
gaged,  through  cpmpulaion  by  a  rebellious  mob,  be  can  be 
under  no  (^ligation  to  be  fbitnful  in  their  service.  Besidea 
this,  he  adds,  he  bad  previously  taken  Governor  Ti;yoii'i 
advice,  and  bad  promised  to  do  all  he  could  in  bis  new  capa- 
city for  bia  najeaty's  service.  He  then  asserts  that  a  person 
wlko  is  a  frifKM  te  the  kiiu,  tiiough  an  inte^ted  one,  bad 
tdered  te  furnish  him  with  weel^  returns  '>ft  the  strength 


:  tUi  dcMMiUs  desn  wu  randerad  abortiTS  bj  ■pprabsadiag  Tbomu 
',  Ma  gf  a«Mnl  WMliiB|tMi'»-lift  l*^  ma,  wBo  wu  tagtad  in  Iha 
uj,  ud  ifti  aopfod  othen ;  tbia  lUie  nuctewt  *r*a  tried  br  ■  court 
~  ''  ~  '~'  ~"  M,  biud  fiukr,  lad  wta  eieenud  u  aWTan  o'cl*^  Utq^ 
M  of  tbe  AaMne^n  in^."— IlAiiiAr. 
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and  detail  of  the  continesta)  army,  for  the  sum  of  four 
thousaod  pounds  sterliiv,  to  be  paid  in  advance  in  gold  ;  bat 
that  he  had  agreed  with  him  to  render  that  service  for  two 
thouMod  pounds,  which  lum,  he  requested,  might  be  imme- 
diatelj  conveyed  to  him.  By  tfaia  criminai  act,  the  perfidi- 
ons  wretch  had  forfeited  his  life,  according  to  the  articles  of 
war,  but  on  his  trial  by  a  court  martial,  nis  life  was  saved 
by  the  casting  vote  of  a  militia  officer,  who  pretended  some 
scruples  of  oonseience  ;  he  was,  however,  cashiered,  and 
declared  incapable  of  holding  any  militaiy  office  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States. 

ISfA.— i  have  now  ascertained,  by  accounts  published, 
that  the  battle  on  L«ig  Island  took  place  on  the  S7th  of 
August.  The  British  and  Hessian  army,  supposed  to  amount 
to  twenty-four  thousand,  landed  on  the  Islano  under  cover  of 
their  shipping.  The  cmtinental  army  consisted  of  ten 
thousand  five  hundred  and  fourteen  effectives  only,  and  these 
were  so  situated,  that  but  a  small  part  could  be  brought 
into  action  ;  the  conflict,  therefore,  was  extremely  unequal. 
In  point  of  numbers,  of  discipline,  experience  in  war,  and 
of  artillery,  the  enemy  possessed  the  most  decided  advan- 
tage, besides  the  important  assistance  afforded  by  a  powerful 
fleet.  The  very  judicious  plan  of  attack  by  the  British 
generals  was  carried  into  execution  with  irresistible  ardor 
and  impetuosity.  The  Americans  defended  themselves  with 
great  bravery,  till  a  considerable  number  of  them  were 
completely  surrounded,  and  the  remainder  dispersed.  The 
palm  of  victory  was  tm  the  side  of  the  enemy  ;  and  our  loss 
ts  very  considerable.  Major  General  Sullivan,  and  Lord 
Stirling,  were  obliged  to  surrender  as  prisoners  }  and  our 
total  loss  is  supposed  to  be  not  less  thui  one  thousand  or 
twelve  hundred  b  kilted,  wounded,  and  missmg.  The  ene- 
my BuSered  very  severely. 

Afiter  this  unfortunate  skirmishiiw,  our  army  retreated 
within  tbeir  lines  at  Brooklyn,  and  were  exposed  to  the 
greatest  hazard  ;  our  troops,  fatigued  and  discouraged  by 
defeat,  a  superior  enemy  in  their  front,  and  a  powerful 
fleet  about  to  enter  the  East  River,  with  a  view  of  effectu- 
ally cutting  off  their  retreat ;  but  an  interposition  of  Provir 
dence,  and  the  wisdom  and  vigilance  of  the  Commander  in 
Chief  preserved  our  army  from  destruction.  Having  resolv- 
ed to  withdraw  his  army  from  its  hazardous  position,  General 
Washington  crossed  over  to  the  Island  m  the  night  of  the 
S9tb  August,  and  personally  conducted  the  retreat  in  so 
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succeuful  a  manner^  under  the  moat  embarrassing  circum- 
stances, that  it  is  ooDiiilered  u  a  remarkable  example  of 
good  generalship.  A  circamstBiice  which  is  remarked  as 
manifeetl;  Providential,  is,  that  a  thick  io%  enveloped  the 
whde  of  Lwg  Island  in  obscnrity  about  two  e'clock  in  the 
monungt  while  on  the  side  of  the  enemj  at  New  York,'  the 
atmospMre  was  perfectly  clear.  Thus,  by  a  Providential 
interposition  of  an  iinuBua]  f<^,  our  army,  consistinz  of  nine 
thonsimd  nnif  in  one  n^t  eouiarked  under  great  disadvan- 
tages, and  with  their  baggage,  provisions,  stores,  horses,  and- 
the  munitions  of  war,  crossed  a  river,  a  mile  or  more  wide, 
add  landed  at  New  York  undiscovered  and  without  material 
loss.  The  enemy  were  so  near,  that  they  ware  heard  at 
work  with  their  pick  axes,  and  in  about  half  an  h»ur  after, 
the  fiw  cleared  off^  and  the  enemy  were  seen  taking  peases- 
sion  of  the  American  lines. 

2(M. — G«teral  WesbHigtoii,  finding  the  city  of  New  York 
untenable,  has  removed  his  whole  army  about  nine  miles  up 
the  coonti]' ;  which  he  effected  in  safety,  though  under  a 
heavy  cumflnade  from  the  British  sfaipping.  General  Howe 
with  his  army  UxA.  immediate  pessessim  of  the  city.  Major 
General  SuUiran,  who  was  captured  on  Long  Island,  has 
been  permitted  to  return  on  his  parole  ;  and  is  charged  with 
a  mess^e  to  Congress  from  Lord  Howe.  The  purport  of 
the  message  it^  that  his  Lordship,  as  commissioner,  could  not 
treat  with  Ccngress,  as  such  ;  but  is  desirous  of  a  confer- 
ence with  some  of  the  members,  as  private'  gentlemen. 
Congress  could  not  coestder  themselves  justified  in  sending 
waj  of  their  members  in  their  private  character  ;  but,  ever 
desirous  of  eatablishmg  peace  on  reasonable  terms,  offered 
to  send  a  committee  to  inquire,  whether  his  Lordship  had 
aqr  authority  to  treat  with  persons  authorized  by  Congress 
for  this  purpose,  and  what  that  authority  was  ;  and  to  hear 
such  proposititHU  as  he  should  think  proper  to  make  respect- 
ing the  same.  They  accordingly  made  choice  of  Dr.  Ben- 
jamin Franklin,  John  Adams,  Esq.  and  Edward  Rutledge, 
Esq.  who  had  an  mterview  with  Lord  Howe  on  Staten  Islaod. 
The  first  proposition  from  bis  Lordsbip  was,  that  the  Colonies 
diould  return  to  their  allegiance  and  obedience  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  Great  Britain.  The  committee  expressed  their 
opinion,  that  a  return  to  the  domination  of  Great  Britain  was 
not  to  be  expected.  They  Oientioned  the  repeated  humble 
petitions  of  tbe  colonies  to  the  King  and  Parliament,  which 
had  been  treated  with  contempt  and  answered  with  additional 
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injuries,  the  niiexampled  patience  we  had  ihown  under  their 
tyraimical  goremment,  am  that  it  wa»  not  till  the  last  act 
of  pBrliament,  which  denounced  war  against  ub,  and  put  oti 
out  of  the  king's  protection,  that  we  declared  our  independ- 
ence ;  and  that  it  it  not  nou  in  the  potter  of  Omgms  (o  ugne 
that  tht  peopU  thoiM  rthtm  to  tktir  former  dtptndetU  tlatt. 
The  committee  reported  to  Congreu  that  it  did  not  appear, 
that  hii  Lordship's  conuniMien  contained  anj  other  autboritf 
of  importance  than  what  it  ezpreued  in  the  act  of  Parlia-> 
inent,  namely,  that  of  granting  pardon,  with  inch  exceptions 
at  the  conunissiouera  shall  think  proper  to  make,  and  of 
declaring  America,  or  ai^  part  of  it,  to  be  in  the  king's 
peace  on  submission.  The  committee  ccmducted  the  busineks 
with  great  judgment,  and  in  a  manner  becoming  tfad  dignity 
of  their  charactef-  The  Cotwresa  adopted  no  other  mea- 
sures on  this  occasion  ;  and  the  British  commissioners,  finding 
that  the  United  StaSes  could  not  relinquish  their  indepen- 
dency, published  their  declaration  to  the  people  at  large, 
recommending  to  them  '*  to  reflect  aeriodai]'  on  their  present 
ctmduct  and  expectations,  and  to  judge  for  themselves, 
whether  it  is  more  consistent  with  their  honor  and  happiness 
to  offer  up  their  lives  as  a  sacrifice  to  the  unjust  and  preca- 
rious cause  in  which  they  are  engaged,  or  to  return  to  their 
allegiaoce,  accept  the  blessings  of  peace,  and  be  secured  in 
the  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberties  and  property."  Had 
the  declaration  of  independence  been  deferred  hut  a  few 
Weeks  longer,  this  proceeding  of  the  commissioners  might 
have  been  productive  of  conaeqnencet  exceedingly  diaas- 
trous  to  our  country.  It  would  probably  have  increased  the 
nilmber  of  opposers  to  tbe  measure,  and  occasioned  the 
greatest  confusion  and  embarrassment.  It  was  undoubtedly 
their  object,  by  a  specious  prospect  of  a  reconciliation,  M 
create  a  dirision  among  the  coloniea  and  people,  and  thereby 
paralyse  their  exertions  and  preparatioos  fffr  war.  But  at 
the  present  time,  the  declaration  of  the  king's  commisaioDen 
is  not  calculated  to  effect  the  great  purpose  which  they  htrfl 
in  view  ;  the  people  at  large  liave  oecome  to0  wise  to  be 
duped  and  cajoled  oat  or  their  freedom.  They  npoie 
unbounded  confidence  in  the  wisdom  of  tfie  Congreaa  (X  uieir 
choice  ;  and  have  ito  disposition  to  counteract  their  views, 
or  embarrass  their  counsels.  The  number  Of  iodiTidnals, 
who  have  accepted  of  the  proffered  c«>ditiaos,  ia  aopposed 
to  be  very  inconsiderable  ;  and  by  far  the  largest  portion  of 
them  are  m  the  city  of  New  YoA,  and  itt  iuwMitte  Tioim^. 
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Bj  a  fli^  fron  New  York,  we  learn,  that  about  five  days 
after  the  British  uaq  t»cJi possession  of  that  city,  a  destruc- 
tive fire  broke  out,  and  raged  with  such  Tioleace,  thai  about 
one  thousand  houses,  some  of  the  most  superb  buildings, 
h«AB%  about  one  quarter  of  the  whole  citjr,  were  eousumed. 
Some  suspicions  w«ie  entertained  that  this  disaster  was  oc- 
easioBed  b;  American  emissaries,  and  several  persons  had 
been  treated  with  great  cruelty,  though  no  proof  was  pro- 
duced against  them-  There  is  on  the  contrarj  much  reason 
to  conclude  that  the  conflagration  was  merely  accidental. 

We  have  the  information,  that  before  our  army  evacuated 
the  city  of  New  Yot'k,  Geoerel  Howe's  army  landed,  under 
cover  of  five  ships  of  war,  the  Biitish  and  Hessians  is  two 
■eparate  divisions.  So  bodq  as  this  was  announced  to  our 
Conunudec  in  Chief,  by  a  heavy  cannonade  from  the  men  of 
war,  be  instantly  rode  toward  our  lines,  but  he  was  ast(HiiBh'' 
ed  oaA  mortified  to  find  that  the  troops  which  had  been  posted 
there,  and  also  two  brigades  which  nad  been  ordered  to  sup- 
port them,  were  retreating  iu  great  eoafusion  and  disorder. 
He  made  every  effort  to  rally  then,  but  without  success ; 
they  were  m  panic  struck  that  even  the  shadow  of  an  enemy 
■eemed  to  increase  their  precipitate  fli^t.  His  Excellency, 
distreiied  sod  enraged,  dre\fr  bis  sword  and  snapped  his 
ptstoU,  to  cheek  them ;  but  they  continued  their  flight 
without  firing  a  gua  >  and  the  General,  regardless  of  his  own 
safety,  waa  io  so  much  hazard,  that  one  of  his  attendants 
■fliaed  the  reins,  and  gave  bis  horse  a  difierent  direction. 
The  followiog  fact  is  of  considerable  interest. 

When  retreaUng  from  New  York,  Major  General  Putnam, 
at  the  head  of  three  thousand  five  hundred  contbeotal  troops, 
was  ifi  the  rear,  and  the  last  that  left  the  city.  In  order  to 
avoid  Bay  of  the  enemy  that  might  be  advancing  in  the  direct 
road  to  the  city,  he  made  choice  of  a  road  parallel  with 
and  contiguous  to  the  North  River,  till  he  could  arrive  at  a 
certain  aagle,  whmice  another  road  would  conduct  him  in 
such  a  direction  as  that  he  night  form  a  junction  with  oar 
army.  It  so  happened  that  a  body  of  about  eight  thoiuand 
British  and  Hessians  were  at  the  same  taoiDent  advancii^ 
on  the  road,  which  would  have  brought  them  in  immediate 
contact  with  General  Putnam,  before  ha  could  have  reached 
the  turn  into  the  other  road.  Most  fortunately,  thfi  British 
generals,  seeing  do  prospect  of  engaging  our  tro<^,  halted 
their  own,  and  repaired  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Robert  Murray, 
a  (^alctr  and  friuid  of  our  cause;  Mrs.  Murray  treated 
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them  with  cake  and  wine,  and  they  were  induced  to  i*rTj 
two  hours  or  more,  Goveraor  Tryon  frequently  joking  her 
about  her  American  friends.  By  this  happy  incident,  Gen' 
eral  Putnamj  by  continuing  his  march,  escaped  a  rencounter 
with  a  greatly  superior  force,  which  must  have  proved  fatal 
to, bis  whole  party.  Ten  minutes,  it  is  said,  would  have 
been  su£Scient  for  the  enemy  to  have  secured  the  road  at 
the  turo,  and  entirely  cut  off  General  Putnam's  retreat.  It 
has  since  become  almost  a  common  saying  among  our  officers, 
that  Mra.  Murray  saved  this  part  of  the  American  army. 

I  have  collected  from  the  preceding  pages  of  my  Journal 
some  observations  relative  to  the  formation  and  character  of 
our  army.  After  the  battle  at  Lexington,  such  was  the 
enthusiasm  for  the  cause  of  liberty,  and  so  general  .and  ex- 
tensive the  alarm,  that  thousands  of  our  citisens,  who  were 
engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  their  farms,  spontaneously 
rushed  to  the  scene  of  action  ;  and  an  army  was  aBsembled 
almost  without  the  efforts  of  public  authority-'  At  this  most 
eventful  period,  it  was  the  fond  hope  of  a  lai^  proportion 
of  our  patriotic  leaders,  that  the  c<»]troversy  with  our 
parent  country  would  yet  be  compromised  on  honorable  and 
equitable  terms.  Though  the  haughty  Britons  had  uasheatb- 
ed  the  sword,  and  shed  the  blood  of  their  brethren,  it  was 
impossible  to  endure  the  idea,  that  our  loyal  and  humble  suppli- 
cations to  the  king  could  any  longer  be  contemptuously  reject- 
ed ;  more  e^ecially  after  a  complete  union  of  all  the  colonies 
in  a  determined  opposition  to  their  tyrannical  measures  was 
clearly  demonstrated.  Calculating  therefore,  that  the  services 
of  an  army  would  be  required  for  a  short  period  only,  and  the 
troops  in  the  field  consisting  chiefly  of  minute  men,  volunteers 
and  militia,  it  was  a  considerable  time  before  they  were  reg^ 
ularly  organized  into  regiments  and  brigades.  In  many  in- 
stances the  soldiers  were  indulged  the  privilege  of  choosing 
their  own  officers  ;  the  consequence  was,  as  might  be  expect- 
ed, that  the  choice  did  not  fall  on  the  most  respectable  and 
meritorious,  but  on  those  who  were  the  most  popular  among 
the  lower  class  ;  and  these  too  frequently  proved  unqualifieil 
to  discharge  their  military  duties  in  a  manner  creditable  to 
themselves,  or  advantageous  to  the  public  service.  Nor 
was  it  to  he  expected  that  this  description  of  people  could 
appreciate  the  importance  of  the  great  desiderata  in  all 
armies,  discipline  and  subordination,  it  has  been  found,  by 
sad  experience,  that  but  little  dependence  can  be  placei)  ok 
an  army  of  militia,  and  those  whose  term  of  aervice  it  •* 
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short  that  thejr  sre  almoit  coatinuallr  fluctuating  from  camp 
to  their  farms,  and  in  whom  the  noble  spirit  of  patriotism  is 
in  a  cofiaiderable  degree  extii^lBhed.  There  a  another 
evil  of  a  very  serious  complexion  which  has  maoifested  itself 
in  our  camp.  'Since  the  troops  from  the  Southem  states 
have  been  incorporated  and  associated  in  military  duty  with 
those  from  New  England,  a  stroi^  prejudice  has  assumed  its 
unhappy  influence,  and  drawn  a  line  of  distinction  between 
them.  Many  of  the  officers  from  the  South  are  gentlemen 
of  edscation,  and  unaccustomed  to  that  equality  which  pre- 
vails in  New  England  ;  and  however  desirable,  it  could 
scarcely  be  expected  that  people  from  distant  colonies,  dif- 
fering in  manners  and  prejudices,  could  at  once  harmonize  in 
friendly  intercourse.  Hence  we  too  frequently  bear  the 
burlesque  epithet  of  Yankee  from  one  party,  and  that  of 
Buckskin,  by  way  of  retort,  from  the  other.  The  troops 
which  compose  the  continental  army  being  enlisted  for  a  few 
months  only,  their  time  of  service  will  soon  expire.  Con- 
gress, being  apprized  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  a  perma- 
nent army,  have  lately  resolved  *'  to  raise  a  standing  army' 
to  consist  of  about  seventy-five  thousand  men,  to  serve  for 
the  term  of  three  years,  or  during  the  war.'^  These  troops, 
when  raised,  are  to  be  systematically  arranged  on  the  conti- 
nental establishment,  and  according  to  their  apportionment, 
is  the  quota  of  Massachusetts  fifteen  battalions,  or  about 
twelve  thousand  men.  -To  encourage  enlistments,  each 
soldier  is  to  receive  a  bounty  of  twenty  dollars,  besides  his 
wages  and  allowance  of  rations,  and  one  hundred  acres  of 
land,  if  he  serve  during  the  war.  <  The  officers  are  to  receive 
land  in  proportion  to  their  respective  ranks,  from  two  hun- 
dred to  five  hundred  acres.  Their  monthly  pay  is  to  be  an 
follows  ; 

LicuteBUit,  9a 

BiMDfM,  ao 

8«i^ut  H^,  9 

(liiuter  H4Mar  SeifMnt,       9 

FiA  H^or,  6  S8 

SergMOti  8 

Corporal,  7  >S 

DnuanMa'  uid  Fifer,  T  S8 

Frinlu,  6  67 

Each  commissioned  officer  is  allowed  the  privilege  of 
taking  a  soldier  from  the  ranks  for  a  waiter,  and  he  is  ex- 
empted from  camp  and  other  duty,  except  in  time  of  actiffli. 
The  officer!  are  ^so  allowed  a  number  of  rations  in  proper* 
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tion  to  their  rank.  A  itirgeon  draws  three,  and  a  nate  two 
ratiotiH.  One  pomd  of  beef  or  pork  ;  one  pound  of  bread 
or  flour  a  da^  ;  a  smaU  qaantitf  of  Tegctables,  when  to  be 
had  ;  oae  gill  of  nitn  or  whiitce^  a-d«y  ;  a  small  quantity  of 
vinegar,  tdlt,  soap  and  candles^  a  week,  constitute  a  ration- 

Ticfflideroga  is  situated  on  an  angle  of  land  fortnisg  the 
western  shore  of  Lake  Champlain  ;  or  rather  what  is  called 
3outh  Baf  ;  beinc  the  inlet  into  the  Lake.  It  is  about 
twelve  miles  souui  of  the  old  fortress  at  Crown  Point ; 
^d  about  one  hundred  and  ten  miles  north  of  Albai^. 
This  piunt  of  land  is  surronnded  on  three  sides  by  water, 
9nA  on  the  north  west  aide  it  is  well  defended  by  the 
qld  French  lines  and  several  block  hoases.  The  works 
at  this  place  were  originally  erected  by  the  French,  in  1756, 
and  the  post  was  considered  of  high  importance  by  both  tbe 
French  and  English,  as  command^  the  pitss  direct  from 
Canada  to  the  provinces  of  New  York  and  New  England. 
In  the  war  between  the  English  and  French,  in  the  year 
1769,  it  was  surrendered  to  General  Amherst,  which  was  a 
prelude  to  the  conquest  of  Canada,  by  the  Ei^lish  and  Pro- 
Tincial  army.  In  1775,  after  the  commencement  of  hostili- 
ties at  Lexington,  this  post  was  taken  from  the  English,  by  a 
small  party  of  militia  volunteers  under  commend  of  Colonel 
Alien  and  Colonel  Arnold,  which  put  the  provincials  in  pos- 
session of  a  large  number  of  cannon,  mortars,  and  other 
ordnance  ;  a  part  of  which  was  transported  to  Cambridge 
during  the  siege  of  Bostim.  On  the  east  side  of  South  Bay, 
directly  opposite  to  Tictmderoga,  is  a  high  circular  hill,  on 
the  summit  of  which  our  army  baa  erected  a  strong  fort, 
within  which  is  a  square  of  barracks.  This  is  called  Mount 
Independence.  A  communication  is  maintained  between 
the  two  places  by  a  floating  bridge  thrown  across  the  Lake, 
which  is  about  four  hundred  yards  wide.  The  army  station- 
ed at  this  post  at  present,  la  supposed  to  consist  of  about 
eight  or  ten  thousand  men,  and  Major  Genera]  Gates  is  com- 
mauder  in  chief.  We  have  t  naval  arma^ient-  on  Lake 
Cfaamplain,  below  this  zarrissn,  which  is  commanded  by  the 
intrepid  General  Arnold  ;  General  Waterbury  is  secend  iq 
command.  The  British  have  also  a  naval  armament,  of 
superior  force,  at  the  head  of  which  is  the  celebrated  Sir 
Gny  Carleton.  Preparations  are  making  on  both  sides,  for  a 
vigorous  combat  to  decide  which  power  shall  have  dominion 
en  the  Lake.  Should  Sir  Guy  Carleton  be  able  to  defeat 
0ur  fleet,  it  is  supposed  that  he  will  pursue  his  victorious 
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career  by  an  attempt  to  pouew  himielf  of  ttkis  f  arrison  ; 
«jid  our  troops  are  maluDg  the  utmost  exertion  to  put  our 
works  in  tke  beet  poBsible  atate  of  defence.  £ach  regiment 
faaa  its  alarm  post  assigned,  and  they  are  ordered  to  repair 
to  it,  and  to  man  the  lines  at  dayli^t  every  morning.  'Among 
our  defensive  weuioos  are  polea,  about  twelve  feet  long, 
mrmed  with  diarp  iron  p«nits,  which  each  soldier  is  to  em- 
ploy against  the  assailants  when  mounting  the  breast  works. 
We  are  happy  to  lean  from  bead  quartern,  that  the  two 
contiDental  generals  taken  in  the  action  on  Lmg  Island,  Lord 
Stirling  and  Major  General  Sullivan,  have  returned  to  our 
camp  ;  being  exchanged  for  General  Freacott,  captured  in 
Canada,  and  Governor  Brown,  who  was  brought  off  from 
New  Providence  by  one  of  our  armed  vessels. 

October. — By  some  gentlemen  from  head  quarters,  near 
New  Twjt,  we  are  amused  with  an  account  of  a  singular 
machine,  invented  by  a  Mr.  D.  Buslmell,  of  Connecticut,  for 
the  purpose  of  destroying  the  British  shipping  by  exploslmi. 
This  novd  machine  was  so  ingeniously  constructed,  that,  on 
examination.  Major  General  Putnam  was  decidedly  of  opinioD 
that  its  operatioDB  ni^t  be  attended  with  the  desired  suci 
cess ;  accordingly  be  enconraged  the  inventor,  and  resolved 
to  be  faimaelf  a  spectator  of  the  experiment  on  the  British 
shipping  in  New  York  harbor.  Mr.  Bushnell  gave  to  his 
machine  t^e  name  of  American  Turtle  or  Torpedo.  It  wa^ 
constmcted  on  the  principles  of  submarine  navigation,  and  oq 
trial  it  has  been  ascertained  that  it  might  be  rowed  borizon- 
tally,  at  any  given  depth  under  water,  and  the  adventu- 
rer, concealed  within,  might  rise  or  sink,  as  occasion  re-* 
quires.  A  magaziae  of  poudar  was  attached  to  it  m  such  a 
manner  as  to  be  lorewed  into  the  bottom  of  the  ship  ;  and 
being  now  disengaged  from  the  machine,  the  operator  retires 
in  B^ety,  leaving  the  internal  clock  work  in  motioo  ;  and  at 
the  distance  of  naif  an  bour,  or  an  hour,  the  striking  of  a 
gun  lock  commimicates  fire  4o  the  powder,  and  the  explosion 
takes  place.  It  was  determined  to  make  the  experiment 
with  this  machine  in  tbe  n^t,  on  the  ship  Eagle,  of  sixty- 
-four  guns,  on  board  of  which  Admiral  Lord  Howe  command- 
ed. General  Putnen  placed  himself  on  the  wharf  to  wit- 
ness the  result.  Mr.  Bushnell  had  instructed  his  brother  in 
the  management  (^  the  Torpedo  with  perfect  dexterity,  but 
beiig  taken  sick,  a  sergeant  of  a  Connecticut  regiment  was 
selected  for  the  busmess,  who,  for  want  of  time,  could  not 
;))p  properly  instructed.    He  however,  succeeded  so  far  9% 
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to  arrire  in  sM<Bt;  with  his  apparatui  oncler  the  bottom  of 
(he  ship,  when  the  screw,  deBigned  to  perforate  the  copper 
sheathii^,  unrortunately  struck  against  an  iron  plate,  near 
the  rudder,  which,  with  the  stroug  current  and  Vfant  of  skill 
in  the  operator,  fraitrated  the  enterprise  ;  and,  as  daylight 
bad  begun  to  appear,  the  sergeant  abandoned  his  magazine, 
and  returned  in  the  Torpedo  to  tbe  shore.  In  less  than  half 
an  hour  a  terrible  explosion  from  the  magazine  took  place, 
and  threw  into  the  air  a  prodigious  column  of  water,  resem- 
bling a  great  water  spout,  attended  with  a  report  like  thun- 
der. (General  Putnam,  and  others  who  waited  with  great 
anxiety  for  the  result,  were  exceedingly  amused  with  the 
astonishment  and  alarm  which  this  secret  explosion  occa- 
sioned on  board  of  the  ship.  This-failure,  it  is  confidently 
asserted,  is  not  to  be  attributed  to  any  defect  in  the  princi- 
ples of  this  wonderful  machine  ;  as  it  is  allowed  to  be 
admirably  calculated  to  execute  destructiw  among  tbe 
shipping. 

lOfA. — By  intelligence  ffom  our  fleet,  on  the  lake,  we 
are  in  daily  expectation  of  a  decisive  naval  actim  ;  as  tbe 
British  are  known  to  have  a  superior  force,  our  officers 
here,  1  understand,  are  full  of  anxiety  respecting  the  impor- 
tant event.  Great  confidence  is  reposed  in  the  judgment 
and  bravery  of  General  Arnold,  whom  General  Gates  bas 
appointed  to  command  our  fleet. 

15th. — I  hare  now  to  record  an  account  of  a  naval  eng^e- 
ment  between  the  two  fleets  on  Lake  Champlain.  'The 
British,  under  command  of  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  advanced  on 
the  llUi  instant,  and  found  our  fleet  in  a  line  of  battle  pre- 
pared for  the  attack.  A  warm  action  soon  ensued,  and 
became  extremely  close  and  severe,  wiU)  round  and  grape 
shot,  which  continued  about  four  hours.  Brigadier  General 
Wihterbury,  in  the  Washingtrai  galley,. fought  with  undaunted 
bravery,  till  nearly  all  his  officers  were  killed  and  wounded, 
and  his  vessel  greatly  injured  ;  when  General  Arnold  ordered 
the  remaining  shattered  vessels  to  retire  up  the  lake,  to- 
wards Crown  Point,  in  order  to  refit.  On  the  13th,  they 
were  overtaken  by  the  enemy,  and  the  action  was  renewed, 
in  which  was  displayed  the  greatest  intrepidity  on  both  sides. 
The  Washington  galley,  being  crippled  in  the  first  action, 
was  soon  obliged  to  strike  and  surrender.  General  Arnold 
conducted  during  the  action  with  great  judgment,  firmness 
end  gallantry,  obstinately  defending  himself  against  a  supe- 
rior force,  both  in  numbers  and  weight  of  metiO.     At  length, 
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however,  be  was  so  closet;  pressed  that  his  situation  became 
desperate,  and  he  run  bis  own  vessel,  the  Congress  galley, 
OD  shore,  which  with  five  gondolas  were  abandoned  and  blown 
up.  Out  of  qixteen  of  our  vessels,  eleven  were  taken  or 
destroyed,  five  only  arrived  safe  at  tbii  place.  Two  of  the 
enemy's  gondolas  were  sunk  by  our  fleet,  and  one  blown  up 
with  sixty  men.  Their  loss  in  men  is  supposed  to  be  equal 
to  our  own,  which  b  estimated  at  about  one  hundred.  A 
large  number  of  troops  were  on  board  the  British  fleet, 
cmsisting  of  r^ulars,  Canadians  and  savages,  which  have 
been  landed  on  each  side  of  the  lake,  and  it  is  now  expected 
that  Sir  Ouy  Carlettm,  at  the  head  of  his  armf ,  reported  to 
be  about  ten  thousand  strcng,  will  soon  invest  this  post.  By 
order  of  General  Gates,  our  commander,  the  greatest  exer- 
tiras'sre  constantly  making,  by  strengthening  our  works, 
lo  enable  us  to  give  them  a  warm  reception  ;  and  our  sol- 
diery express  a  strong  desire  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
displaying  Uieir  courage  and  prowess ;  both  officers  and  men 
are  full  of  activity  and  vigilance. 

'18^ — It  is  DOW  ascertained  that  the  British  arftiy  and 
fleet  have  established  themselves  at  Crown  Point,  and  are 
strengthening  the  old  fortifications  at  that  place.  Some  of 
their  vessels  have  approached  within  a  few  miles  of  our 
garrison,  and  one  boat  came  withm  cannon  shot  distance  <£ 
onr  lower  battery,  in  order  to  reconnoitre  and  sound  the 
channel ;  but  a  few  shot  having  killed  two  men,  and  wounded 
aix>t)ier,  sow  obliged  her  to  retire.  All  our  troops  are 
ordered  to  repair  to  their  alarm  posts,  and  man  the  lines  and 
works  every  moroii^  ;  our  c<»itinental  colors  are  advan- 
tageously displayed  on  the  ramparts,  and  our  cannon  and 
spears  Are  in  readiness  for  action. 

/  SiOtk. — Ever  since  the  defeat  of  our  fleet  we  have  been 
providentially  favored  with  a  strong  southerly  wind,  which  has 
prevented  the  enemy's  advancing  to  attack  our  lines,  and  af- 
forded us  time  to  receive  some  reinforcements  of  militia,  and 
to  prepare  for  a  more  vigorous  defence.  It  seems  now  to  be 
the  qiiniffii  of  mai^  of  our  most  judicious  officers,  that  bad  Sir 
Guy  Carleton  approached  with  hia  army,  immediately  after 
his  victory  oa  the  lake,  the  stru^le  must  have  been  most 
desperate,  and  the  result  precarious ;  but  we  now  feel  more 
confidence  in  our  strength. 

Several  letters,  lately  received  from  Canada,  acknow- 
ledge that  no  man  ever  manceuvred  with  more  dexterity, 
fou^t  with  more  bravery,  or  retreated  with  more  firmness. 
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Man  did  Gcnenl  Arnold  on  the  1 1  th  sod  1 9tb  iutut.  After 
making  ereiy  effort  to  compensate,  by  the  advantage  o^ 
sitnatiaa,  for  the  inferioritjr  of  force,  tai  seeing  his  mm 
reBsel,  and  the  reat^  torn  to  piecei  hj  the  superior  weight  of 
metal,  and  the  execution  of  the  enemj'a  howitzers,  he  set 
fire  to  his  ressel  and  would  not  quit  her  till  afae  wai  to  eom- 
pletelf  in  flames  that  it  was  impossible  for  the  enen>y  to 
strike  her  colors  oa  their  arrival,  and  they  were  left  fijring 
among  the  flames  to  the  last.  ■  This,  sajrs  one  of  the  letters, 
was  supporlmg  a  point  of  honor  in  a  manner  tdnioat  ronun- 
tic  ;  yet  so  it  was. 

Jfmen^r  1^. — The  enemy  renain  at  Crown  PointT  and 
evince  no  diipositiOD  to  molest  our  garrison,  havii^  probably 
discovered  that  our  means  of  defence  are  too  formidable  for 
them  to  encounter.  -  General  Gates  has  now  ordered  a  de- 
tachment of  troops  to  march  towards  Crown  Point,  te  recon* 
noitre  tbeir  position,  w  to  attack  ttiem.  A  report  was  soon 
returned  that  the  whole  fleet  and  army  have  abandoned 
Crown  Point,  and  retired  into  Canada,  where  they  will 
pn^ably  occupy  their  winter  quarters  in  peace,^and  it  is  not 
,  probable  that  Sir  Guy  Carleton  intends  to  iBvest  our  garri-' 
son  at  this  advanced  season,  onless  however,  he  should 
attempt  it  by  marching  his  amy  over  the  ice,  when  the 
lake  is  frozen,  which  will  probably  be  very  practicable. 

Iblk. — Ticonderoga  is  situated  in  about  latitude  forty-four 
degrees.  I  have  no  means  in  my  possession  of  ascertaining 
the  precise  degree  of  cold ;  but  we  all  agree  that  it  is  cold' 
er  here  than  in  Massachusetts  at  the  same  seas<»i.  The 
earth  has  not  yet  been  covered  with  snow,  but  the  frost  is  so 
considerable  that  the  water  of  the  lake  is  congealed,  and 
the  earth  is  frozen.  We  are  comfortably  situated  in  our 
barracks  ;  our  provisions  are  now  good,  and  having  no  enemy 
near  enough  to  alarm  or  disturb  us,  we  have  nothing  of  im- 
portance to  engage  onr  attention.  Our  troops  are  quite 
healthy,  a  few  cases  of  rheumatism  and  pleurisy  comprise 
our  sick  list,  and  it  is  seldom  that  an^  fatal  cases  occur. 

DeetmbtT  lOtk. — Intelligence  has  lately  arrived  at  head 
quarters  here,  that  a  British  fleet,  and  a  detachment  of  five 
or  six  thousand  of  the  royal  army,  have  taken  poMession  of 
Newport,  in  Rhode  island,  withmit  any  opposition  ;  many  of 
the  inhabitants  beit^  friendly  to  the  royal  cause,  tiiey  were 
received  as  friends.  By  letters  from  officers,  and  by  other 
information  from  our  Miain  artny,  we  learn  witJi  sorrow, 
that  our  afl'airs  in  that  quarter  are  m  a  most  deplorable  and 
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almost  deaperttte  sitaation.  Since  the  evacnatiOB  of  New 
YoA,  Bereral  battles  and  skiraoishes  have  taken  place  be- 
tween tbe  two  armies,  with  considerable  loss  on  both  sides'; 
but  his  Excellencj  the  Commander  in  Chief  bai  coostantly 
avoided  a  general  action.  About  tbe  last  of  October,  a 
detachment  of  our  army  under  Major  Oener&I  l^ee,  opposing 
a  laree  force  under  tbe  command  of  Generals  Clinton  and 
de  Heister,  engaged  in  warm  skirmishes  and  confiicts  at  or 
near  White  Plains  and  the  river  Brunx.  Considerable  lost 
was  •attained.  Tlat  of  the  British,  by  their  own  accounts, 
is  three  hundred  and  fifty  killed,  four  hundred  and  seventy 
woanded,  two  hundred  taken  prisoners.  The  loss  of  the 
CMitinental  troops  in  these  leveral  rencounters  has  not  beefl 
correctly  aacertained,  as  «  large  number  of  the  militia  rfi' 
tired  from  the  field  in  disorder,  aod  proper  returns  could  not 
be  obtained.  A  number  of  Hessians  and  Waldeckers  havo 
fallen  into  oar  hands.  The  German  officers  and  soldiers,  hj 
«  fineaie  of  Ae  British,  to  increase  their  ferocity,  had  been 
led  to  believe  that  Americana  are  savages  and  barbarima^ 
and  if  taken,  their  men  would  have  their  bodies  stuck  full  dT 
piecea  of  dry  wood,  sad  in  that  maimer  burtft  to  death.  But 
tbey  were  very  agreeably  disappointed,  and  much  pleased,  on 
meeting  civil  and  krad  treatment.  On  the  !6th  of  Novem- 
ber, tbe  British  made  a  bold  and  succearfal  attack  on  Fort 
Wasbiagten,  sitnated  on  York  Island.  Tbe  defence  by  Col. 
Magaw,  our  commander,  was  brave  and  honorable,  and  the 
asaailsutts  sustained  a  loss  of  twelve  hundred  killed  and 
Woanded  ;  another  account  estimates  their  loss  at  nine  hno' 
dn>d  killed  and  fifteen  hundred  wounded.  Tbe  American 
troops  in  the  fort  were  a  little  more  than  two  thonsand,  of 
whidli  about  four  hundred  were  killed  or  wounded,  and  the 
Maunder  csiitared.  General  WasbiDgton  wa»  so  situated 
that  he  could  Vare  a  tolerable  view  of  tne  attack,  and  when 
he  saw  his  brave  men  bayonetted  while  beting  for  quarter^ 
ke  Wept  and  exclaimed  bitterly  against  the  oarbarous  deed. 
Fort  Lee,  on  the  Jersey  shore,  was  soon  after  evacuated  by 
Oon«nd  Greene,  and  the  troops  saved  from  being  captured, 
but  with  the  loss  of  stores,  tents,  and  baggage.  Our  main 
army,  beii^  now  reduced  to  the  lowest  ebb,  discouraged 
and  dispirited,  areretreatiM  through  the  Jerseys,  and  tbe 
enemy  in  close  pursnit.  The  continental  army  has  even 
crossed  the  Delaware,  and  left  the  whole  state  of  Jersey  in 
the  possession  irf"  the  royal  army. 
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20tk. — ^Another  disaster  of  much  importance  is  the  cap- 
ture of  Major  General  Lee  ;  on  the  13th  instant,  marching 
at  the  hewl  of  hi*  division  to  Join  the  main  army,  he  very  in- 
i:autiouslf  took  up  his  lodgings  at  a  house  three  or  four  miles 
from  his  troops.  Information  of  this  was,  by  some  tories, 
communicated  to  Colonel  Harcourt,  of  the  British  light 
horse,  who  resolved  to  attempt  his  capture.  Accordingly, 
^vith  a  detachment  of  dragoons,  be  speedily  surrounded  the 
house,  made  General  Lee  his  prisoner,  and  not  permitting 
him  time  to  take  his  cloak  and  oat,  mounted  hiin  on  a  horse 
and  in  triumph  ctmveyed  him  to  New  York.  The  loss  of 
this  favorite  general  officer,  it  is  feared,  will  be  attended 
with  very  serious  consequences,  as  respects  the  American 
cause.  He  was  from  his  youth  an  officer  in  the  British  ser- 
vice, where  he  sustained  a  reputation  of  the  highest  grade, 
as  a  brave  and  skilful  warrior.  Having  adopted  our  country, 
and  become  a  zealous  advocate  for  its  liberties,  he  had 
acquired  the  confidence  and  highest  regard  of  the  public, 
and  ivas  exalted  to  the  rank  of  second,  m  command  in  our 
army. 

Such  is  now  the  gloomy  aspect  of  our  affairs  that  the 
whole  country  has  takea  the  alarm  ;  Btr<Hig  apprebensioos 
are  entertained  that  the  British  will  soon  have  it  in  their 
power  to  vanquish  the  whole  of  the  remains  of  the  cooU- 
nental  army.  The  term  of  service  of  a  considerable  part 
of  our  troops  has  nearly  expired,  and  new  recruits  do  not 
arrive  in  sufficient  numbers  to  supply  their  places.  His 
Excellency  General  Washington  is  continually  making  every 
possible  effort  to  produce  a  change  of  circumstances  more 
auspicious  to  our  country.  The  critical  and  distressing  sitU' 
ation  in  which  lie  is  placed  is  sufficient  to  overwhelm  the 
powers  of  any  man  of  less  wisdom  and  magnanimity  thui 
our  commander  in  Chief.  He  has  the  cmSdence  and  the 
affection  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  whole  army  ; 
and  there  is  not  perhaps  another  man  to  be  found  so  well 
calculated  to  discharge  the  duties  of  his  important  and 
responsible  station.  It  is  generally  agreed  by  our  officers, 
that  in  his  retreat  through  the  Jerseys,  and  over  the  Dela- 
ware,  under  the  most  pressing  difficulties,  he  displayed  the 
talents  and  wisdom  characteristic  of  a  great  military  com- 
mander, possessing  unfailing  resources  of  mind.  While 
retreating  through  the  Jerseys  with  an  army  not  exceed- 
ing three  thousand  tive  hundred  men,  and  deeming  out 
cause  as  almost  desperate,  he  said  to  Colonel  Reed,  passing 
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hi*  htnd  over  his  (broat,  ■"  my  neck  doea  not  feel  ai  thou^ 
it  was  made  for  a  halter  ;  vre  must  retire  to  Augusta  county 
in  Virginia,  and  if  overpowered  we  must  pass  the  Allegha- 
nj  mountains."  General  Washington  at  this  time  was 
suffering  the  most  agoiHzing  distress  for  the  iate  of  his  army 
sad  his  country.* 

The  ku^'s  coDunissioners,  flushed  with  the  success  of  the 
royal  army,  have  availed  themselves  of  the  occasitHi,  and 
pat  forth  anotiher  proclamation,  gcanting  pardons  to  all  those 
who  shall  within  sixty  days  -suhscribe  a  delaration  to  remain 
peaceable,  not  to  take  up  arms,  nor  encourage  others  to  act 
against  the  king's  authori^,  and  at  the  same  iime,  they 
charge  and  command  all  who  are  assembled  in  arms  against 
his  majesty  to  disband,  and  all  under  the  names  of  General 
and  Provmcial  Congress  committees,  &c.  to  desist  from  their 
freosono&Ie  practices,  and  relinquish  their  usurped  power 
within  sixty  days  from  the  date  of  this  proclamation. 

This  production,  couched  in  the  bau^ty  style  of  royal  au- 
thority, demands  submission  of  those  who  have  hnig  since 
been  compelled  to  abjure  all  allegiance  to  the  British  crown. 
How  far  the  people  of  this  continent  may  be  disposed  to 
retrace  their  steps,  to  abandon  the  government  of  their 
choice,  relinquish  their  independence  and  succumb  to  arbi- 
trary power,  is  a  point  to  be  decided  within  sixty  days. 
However  apparently  forlorn  is  onr  situation,  we  presume  to 
hope  that  his  majesty's  commissioners  will  not  realize  their 
sangaioe  expectations,  though  British  clemency  on  the  one 
haM,  and  the  gallows  on  the  other,  may  be  the  alternative. 
The  Congress  resolved  <Hithe  ISth  instant,  that  it  be  recom- 
mended to  all  the  United  States  as  soon  as  possible  to  ap- 
point a  day  of  fasting  and  humiliation.  This  is  according  to 
the  CBstom  of  our  pious  ancestors  in  times  of  imminent  dau- 
gers  and  difficulties.  Considering  the  rapid  movements  of 
the  enemy,  and  knowing  it  to  be  their  iutentioo  to  possess 
themselves  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  Congress  have 
resolved  to  retire  to  Baltimore,  in  Maryland.  They  have 
also  ordered,  that  handbills  be  circulated  through  the  states, 

•  It  wu  abaot  tliii  timt  thil  the  Amarietn  trnj  wu  »tnine1^  ndvced  u»d  its 
aAcient  fbrea  wu  conluuully  chuging.  <  Ths  mililu,  dwpBirmg  or  oar  cum, 
nuaroed  hoBM  in  fmt  numben,  uid  thoH  wbo  had  Hrrsd  out  their  litoa  rtTuMd 
to  re.«iilui,  Klthoujh  the  anemj  *u  rapidly  idrajuinf.  Bat  to  ()w  honor  of  tba 
citijCBi  of  Phikadalphn,  fifteto  hmubod  of  theii-  uianMr  UMcUled  ingtUwr,  uid 
marched  to  tha  lid  of  Waahincton.  "  Tboaih  moat  of  Ibcie  were  aecnatoBuid  to 
lb*  b^ita  of  a  city  lilo,  thojSapt  in  t»nta,  baraa,  and  aomftiiwii  In  ihe  open  lir, 
Marine  tha  mU  montLi  of  Itactmbat  a>d  JuinarT."  ' 
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with  the  view  of  rguiK  the  whole  pcqtle  te  a  sense  irf*  the 
impendii^  daogec,  smd  tne  calamitieB  that  will  esirae  shonU 
the  enemy  lucceed  in  the  atteo^it  to  get  poiaesiion  of  the 
capitsl. 

-  86f&.-r- A  i>iBgi't«p  kind  of  riot  took  place  ia  oar  barracks 
last  eveDiD|,  atteaded  by  some  tinpleasant  cotuequeitces. 
Colonel  A.  W.  of  Massachusetts,  made  choice  of  his  two 
BOOS,  who  were  soldien  io  his  regiment,  to  discharge  the 
naaial  duties  of  waiters,  and  one  of  them  having  been 
broti^t  np  a  shoe  maker,  the  Coloael  was  so  incnuMerate 
as  to  allow  him  to  work  on  bis  butch  in  the  same  r«om  with 
himtelf.  ffhis  ridtculoiis  coodnct  has  for  snoe  time  drawn 
on  the  good  old  man  the  ctuteBiptuoiu  sssera  of  the  ^atle- 
men  officers,  e^iecially  those  fcon  Penm^lvania.  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  C.  of  Wayne's  regiment,  being  warned  with 
wine,  took  on  himself  the  task  of  reprehenoii^  the  "  ¥an> 
kee"  Colcoei  for  thus  degrading  his  rank.  With  this  view 
be  rushed  into  the  room  in  the.  evening  and  soon  despatdied 
the  shoe  maker's  bench,  after  which,  he  made  an  aHsaoIt  on 
the  Colonel's  person,  and  bruised  him  severely.  The  noise 
and  confusion  soon  collected  a  number  of  omcers  and  sol- 
diers, and  it  was  a  coosiderabie  time  before  the  rioters  could 
be  quelled.  Some  of  the  soldiers  of  Colonel  Wayne's  regi- 
ment actually  took  to  their  arms  and  dared  the  YaalcMs,  and 
then  proceeded  to  the  extremity  of  firii^  their  guns.  About 
thirty  or  forty  rounds  were  aimed  at  the  soldiers  of  our  regi- 
ment, who  were  driven  from  their  huts  and  barracks,  and 
several  of  them  were  severely  wounded.  Colonel  C.  in 
making  an  assault  ao  a  superior  officer,  and  encouraging  a 
riot,  is  guilty  of  one  of  the  highest  crimes  in  our  articles  of 
war.  It  was  in  the  power  of  Colonel  W.  and  in  fact,  it  was 
his  duty,  to  bring  the  audacious  oSendert  to  exemplary 
punishment ;  but,  as  if  to  complete  the  disgrace  of  the 
transaction.  Colonel  C.  sent  some  soldiers  into  the  woods  to 
•hoot  a  fat  deer,  with  which  he  mado  an  entertainment,  and 
invited  Colonel  W.  and  his  officers  to  partake  of  it ;  this 
effected  a  recoociJiation ;  and  Colonel  W.  was  induced  to 
overlook  the  high  handed  assault  on  bis  own  person  and  on 
the  lives  of  his  soldiers.  Our  Colonel  is  a  serious,  good 
man,  but  is  more  conversant  with  the  economy  of  domestio 
life  than  the  etiquette  practised  in  camp. 

Jaiwary  5tk. — At  the  close  of  the  last  year,  the  situation 
of  our  main  army  was  gloomy  and  discouraging,  a  large  p^(^ 
portion  of  the  troops  bul  retired  from  service,  aa  their  term 
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•f  enltitineBt  exptred,  aad  tbe  Rnall  remuns  of  our  armj 
ynt  T«trMting  before  tbe  enemjr,  tnd  passed  the  Delaware 
for  saf«ty.  It  is  now  aaaoanced  b  oar  geoerat  orders,  to 
OUT  inexpressible  joy  and  BatU&ctiOD,  that  the  scene  is  in 
come  degree  changed,  the  fortune  of  war  is  reversed,  and 
PrcnridMiee  has  been  pleased  to  crowa  the  eSbrts  of  our 
CoBnaander  in  Chief  with  a  splendid  victory.  His  Excel- 
lency, haviif  obtained  infornatMn  that  the  advance  party  of 
tbe  enemy,  consisting  af  about  Sfteen  hondred  Hesaians  awl 
BritiA  l^t  bone,  nnder  command  of  Col(«el  Rahl,  was 
atatkned  at  the  viHage  of  Trantoi,  concerted  a  jdan  for 
taking  thmn  by  sarprise.  For  this  purpose  he  made  cboice 
ot  ClirartmaB  night,  onder  tlrt  idea  tiiat  in  couequence  of  the 
(••tirity,  tbey  might  be  lest  T^ilantly  guarded-  At  this  time 
tbe  whole  force  under  his  immeoiate  command  did  not  exceed 
three  thousand  men.  At  tbe  head  of  about  two  thousand 
Iter  hundred  men,  one  dtriuoa  being  conmanded  by  General 
Oreane,  and  the  other  by  General  Sntlivan,  be  crossed  the 
river  Delaware  Id  boats,  m  the  night  oi  tbe  Sdlh  of  Decem- 
ber, during  a  severe  storm  of  spow  and  rain.  The  passage 
of  the  boats  was  rendered  extremdy  difficult  and  bazardoua 
by  tiie  ice,  and  part  of  ^e  trot^  and  cannon  actually  failed 
in  tbe  attempt  Having  landei)  on  the  Jersey  shore,  he  had 
Bine  miles  to  march,  anid  he  reached  tbe  village  about  seven. 
o'clock  in  the  morning  with  such  promptitude  and  secrecy, 
aa  to  attack  tbe  enemy  (Jmoat  as  soon  as  his  approach  was 
discovered.  A  smart  firing  ensued,  which  ccmtmoed  but  a 
few  minutes,  when  the  enemy,  fining  themselves  Surround- 
ed, threw  down  their  arms,^  and  surrendered  as  prisimers. 
Colonel  Rahl,  the  comnaad^  oficer,  was  mortally  wound- 
ed, and  seven  other  officers  were  wounded  and  left  at  Tren- 
ton m  their  parole-  About  thirty-five  soldiers  were  killed, 
sixty  woundeil)  and  nine  hundred  and  forty-eight,  including 
thirty  officers,  were  taken  prisoaers,  amounting  in  all  to  one 
thousand'  and  forty-eight-  Of  the  Continentals  not  more 
than  ten,  it  is  sopposed,  were  killed  and  wounded.  General 
WashWton  recrossed  the  Delaware  the  same  day  in  tri- 
umph, bringing  off  six  excellent  brass  camion,  about  one 
tbomand  two  hundred  snail  arms,  and  three  standards,  with 
ft  quantity  of  ba^ge,  &c.  This  very  brilliant  achievement 
b  highly  nonorable  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  to  all 
that  were  engaged  m  the  enterprise-  We  are  sanguine  in 
tbe  b(H>e  that  uis  most  auspiciovs  event  will  be  productive 
of  tbe  happiest  effects,  by  in^iriting  our  dejectedarmy,  and 
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ditpelling  that  pamc  of  despair  into  which  the  people  have 
been  plunged.  General  Waghington  allowed  the  Hestian 
prisoners  to  retain  their  ba^age,  and  sent  them  into  the 
interior  of  PennsjlTaoia,  orderii^  that  thej  be  treated  with 
favor  and  httmanitj.  This  conduct,  so  contrarj  to  their  ex- 
pectations, excited  their  gratitude  and  veneration  for  their 
amiable  conqueror,  whom  tnef  styled,  "  a  very  good  rebel." 
Ibtk. — By  some  friends  from  the  main  army,  and  from 
current  report,  it  appears  that  the  British,  having  overrun 
the  Jerseys,  considered  the  Continental  army  as  on  the  point 
of  annihilation,  and  flattered  themselves  titat  what  they  term 
the  rebellion,  is  effectually  crushed.  lA  their  march  through 
the  Jerseys  they  have  committed  such  licentious  ravages 
and  desolation,  as  must  be  deemed  disgraceful  by  all  civil- 
ized  people  ;  an  indiscriminate  robbery  and  plundering  mark 
every  step  of  their  progress  ;  rapine  and  murder,  without 
distinction  of  friend  or  foe,  age  or  sex,  has  been  put  in  prac- 
tice with  an  inexorable  spirit,  and  countenanced  by  officers 
of  rank  and  distinction.  Even  those  unfortunate  iidiabitants 
who  have  been  deluded  by  their  promises,  and  received 
printed  protections,  are  equally  sufferers  by  these  croel  and 
atrocious  wretches.  Hundreds  of  inhabitants,  both  male  and 
female,  have  been  deprived  of  their  dwellings  and  suste- 
nance,  stripped  of  their  clothing,  and  exposed  to  the  incle- 
mency of  the  winter,  and  to  personal  msult  and  abuse  of 
almost  every  description.  But  their  wicked  career  is  about 
to  be  checked.  Providence  will  not  suffer  such  enormities 
to  be  perpetrated  with  impunity.  Those  miserable  inhabi- 
tants, whose  lives  have  been  spared,  are  driven  to  despera* 
tion,  and  feel  that  they  have  no  hope  but  m  the  extirpation 
of  their  cruel  enemies.  The  people  who  have  been  subdued, 
have  with  a  noble  spirit,  risen  on  their  conquerors,  and  are 
resolved  to  revenge  the  imuries  which  they  have  suffered. 

We  are  now  informed  of  another  very  important  advantage 
which  General  Washmgtw  has  gained  over  the  royal  army 
by  means  of  a  well  concerted  stratagem.  After  his  success 
at  Trenton,  General  WashinglMi  received  considerable  reen- 
forcements  of  troops  from  Virginia  and  Maryland,  and  some 
regiments  of  militia,  which  enabled  him  again  to  cross  the 
Delaware  into  the  Jerseys  and  face  the  enemy.  While  at 
Trenton,  Lord  Cornwallis  advanced  to  attack  him,  and  a 
severe  cannonade  commenced.  The  feeble  American  army 
was  reduced  to  a  delicate  and  perilous  situation.  A  superior 
enemy  in  front  and  the  river  Delaware  in  the  rear,  the  ruin 
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or  onr  annj  b;  ui  attack  the  next  mornii^  appeared  almost 
inevitable.  To  extricate  himself  from  this  ver^  critical 
poiitioii,  required  the  skill  and  address  of  WaBhiogton,  nor 
did  the  resources  of  his  mind  fail  bim  in  this  instance-  In 
the  evening  he  ordered  a  great  number  of  fires  to  be  lighted 
up  in  hifl  camp,  and  leaving  a  sufficient  number  of  men  to 
keep  them  burning  durmg  the  night  to  deceive  the  enemy, 
stole  a  march  with  his  main  army,  taking  a  circuitous  route, 
and,  at  nine  e'clock  the  next  morning,  attacked  three  regi- 
ments of  the  British  who  were  posted  at  Princeton,  routed 
them,  and  drove  them  from  their  redoubts.  By  this  masterly 
nawBUvre,  the  enemy  lost  about  five  hundred  in  killed, 
wounded  and  prisoners.  The  loss  <»  our  side  is  very  incon- 
uderable  in  point  of  numbers,  but  we  have  to  lament  the 
death  of  Bri^ier  General  Mercer,  a  brave  officer  who 
commanded  ue  Virginia  militia.  The  fact  is  published,  that 
after  General  Mercer  surrendered  himself,  the  enemy,  deaf 
to  the  voice  of  humanity,  stabbed  him  with  their  b)6yonets, 
and  with  the  butt  end  of  a  musket  battered  and  disfigured  his 
face  in  a  savage  mamier.  It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  on  this 
memorable  occasion  Lord  Comwallis  was  completely  out- 
generalled  ;  while  he  was  expecting  to  find  the  Continental' 
army  at  their  lighted  fires  at  Trentui,  he  was  astonished  and 
confounded  to  hear  the  firing  occasiwed  by  this  same  arnnr, 
beatmg  up  their  quarters  twelve  miles  in  his  rear.  Hia 
lordship  immediately  repaired  by  a  forced  march  to  Prince- 
ton, bat  arrived  too  late  to  retaliate  on  his  vigilant  antago- 
nist, who  had  taken  up  his  route  to  Morristown.*  Pindmg 
that  the  Continentals  were  out  of  his  reach,  his  lordship  pro- 
ceeded  without  haltmg,  to  Brunswick.  Stratagems  in  war, 
when  wisely  concerted,  and  judiciously  executed,  are  con- 
sidered as  characterizing  a  military  genius  of  superior  order, 
and  is  a  quality  of  inestimable  value  in  every   commander. 
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wan  bhIu  mm,  ud  urn  the  n^l  at  nukiiif  in  « 
th*  A— ioiBii  With  ID  BHch  iildrM*  hid  lb<  moranrat  to  PriocMoa  bton  eco- 
Aicl«d,  lliKt  WuhingtoQ  BKTed  canp1el«lf  off  the  frouiid  with  hii  whole  Arc*. 
Morw.  tafgi(e,  ukI  ■rtiHtry,  onkpown  to  iad  noBBpaclnl  bjr  hb  adwamrim ;  ud 
■0  mtiniy  wota  Ihajr  imnni,  that  whan  tbaj  baard  Ito  npgrt  oT  Iha  arliHaqr  at 
PriaeatoD,  thouf  h  it  wai  in  iba  daplb  of  wintar,  thay  a^oaad  it  to  be  thoadat. 
n*  Britiih,  aalaaidud  at  Ihaaa  bold  iDOTananti  of  u  anam;  atqtpoaed  to  ba  van. 
qaniwd,  bataatly  All  back  with  ihair  whole  fime,  aad  abandoDad  BTtrj  poat  Uwv 
hald  10  tba  aoatbwatd  of  Naw  Toik,  eicapt  Bnoinrick  asd  Anbor. 


14  uaiTABT  iODUUL,  177?.  [JUIVABT. 

It  ii  often  exultintlf  remariced  ifi  our  camp,  that  Wa^io^' 
bm  was  born  for  the  Balrktioii  of  hu  country,  and  tfaat  he  la 
endowed  with  all  the  taients  and  abilitie*  leoeBiary  to  quilify 
kim  for  the  great  undertakiBg.  The  militia  of  Jersey,  im- 
nediatelf  on  tbeir  being  liberated  from  the  control  of  the 
British,  flew  to  arns,  exasperated  and  atiiuutated  bj  a  re- 
c<rflecti<w  of  their  s^erii^,  and  have  beconae  their  moit 
bitter  and  determined  enemiea ;  and  are  very  active  and 
vigilant  in  baraiiing  them  on  all  occasions,  keeping  a  co^- 
■luil  watch,  and  cutting  off  small  parties  whenever  oppwtu- 
aities  offer.  It  is  graUfyin^  to  the  arm;  that  Cm^eaa  hare 
conferred  on  their  G^eralisaimo  more  ample  powers,  and 
appointed  him  Dictator  fw  tbe  Umiied  term  of  six  months ; 
to  reform  and  new  model  the  mUitary  arrangements,  in  snch 
manner  as  be  may  judge  most  advantageous  for  the  pnblie 
service.  Much  good  h  expected  to  result  &om  this 
Bwa&ure. 

30t&.— It  is  with  infinite  satisfactioa  we  learn,  that  the 
royal  army  has  been  compelled  to  quit  almost  eveiy  part  oS 
tbe  Jerseys,  and  that  our  army  is  pursuiu  diem  from  post  to 
post,  and  they  find  no  security  but  in  ue  vicinity  <a  their 
shipping. 

General  Washin|;too  has  issned  a  proclamation  command- 
ite all  persons  having  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  Great 
Britain,  and  accepted  protections  and  certificates,  to  deliver 
m  tbe  same,  and  take  tbe  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United 
States  ;  granting  at  the  same  time  full  liberty  to-  all  1^0 
prefer  tbe  protection  of  Great  Britain  to  the  freedom  and 
nappioess  of  their  country,  forthwith  to  withdraw  themselves 
and  families  to  the  enemy's  lines. 

The  winter  hitherto  has  been  mild  and  temperate  ;  Lake 
Champlain  is  now  frozen  over,  and  the  ice  is  about  one  foot 
thick,  the  earth  is  covered  with  snow,  but  tbe  storms  have 
not  been  very  violent,  and  the  cold  not  so  intense  as  might  be 
expected  in  a  northern  climate.  There  have  been  frequent 
mstances  of  persons  being  detected  lurking  about  the  country 
who  are  employed  by  the  enemy  in  enlisting  soldiers  for  the 
tory  regiments  in  New  York.  In  order  effectually  to  pre- 
vent thu  nefarious  condnet,  every  persmi  of  this  descripticm 
who  may  fall  into  our  hands  is  to  be  tried  by  a  court  martial, 
and  if  found  guilty,  will  be  executed  as  a  spy.  A  few  days 
since,  One  Daniel  Strong  was  found  lurking  about  our  army  at 
Peekskill,  and  on  examination,  enlisting  orders  were  found 
sewed  in  bit  clothes  ;  he  wat  immediately  tried  as  a  spy 
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from  the  eaeaty,  senteoced  to  laffer  death,  ud  w^  o^acnted 
accordiDjIj; 

Februanf.-^*rho  present  ilafortimate  lituatioB  of  General 
Lee,  wlio  is  in  close  confinetneat  in  the  pforoat  prison,  ifi 
New  York,  afibrda  a  topic  for  gener^  couversatiw  both  in 
and  ont  of  tbe  armj.  A  correspondence  between  General 
Waahiiwton  and  Cfeneral  Howe  ha*  taken  place  relative  to 
the  Bobject,  A-om  Trbich  it  appears  that  General  Lee  re^ 
ceires  the  moat  rigid  and  oiweneroitfl  treatment,  undet  tho 
bbaiird  pretence  that  he  is  a  deserter  from  the  British  seH 
vice,  w&eD  U  is  well  known  that  he  resigned  his  convnistioa 
long  before  he  received  an  appointment  in  our  armr.  At 
ire  hare  not  in  oar  posiessioi  an;  British  officers  of  eqnal 
twk.  General  Waihingtop  has  proposed  to  make  an  exchange 
of  six  Heuian  field  offi^cer*  for  General  Lee,  that  bein|j 
cqnaidered  as  the  usual  proportitm  for  the  disparity  of  rank. 
This  proposal  being  rejected,  his  Excellency  next  required 
of  General  Howe  that  General  Lee  should  receire  from  bia 
hands  treatment  suitable  to  his  rank,  and  such  as  the  custoi^ 
of  aU  armies  hu  prescribed  for  prisoners  of  war.  If  this 
should  be  refused,  General  Howe  wa^  assured,  thiit  th0 
unpleasant  expedient  of  retaliation  should  be  immediately 
adopted-  'This  unhappy  afi'air  soon  arrested  the  attention 
of  Coimresa,  and  they  resolved  "  that  General  Washingtoa 
iiform  General  Howe,  that  should  the  proffered  exchat^e  ttt 
General  Lee  not  be  accepted,  and  the  ill  treatment  of  hiitt 
he  cDtttmued,  the  principle  of  retaliation  shall  occasim  flvf 
i^  the  Hessian  Aeid  officers,  together  with  Lieutenant  Colo^ 
Iwl  A.  Campbell,  or  any  other  officers  that  are  or  may  bq 
in  onr  po'iiession,  eqnivalent  in  number  or  qqali^,  to  bf 
detained,  in  order  that  the  same  treatment  which  Geserd 
Lee  shall  i-eceire  may  be  exactly  inflicted  tui  their  persons." 
The  result  of  this  i^ortnnate  business  is,  that  the  threat' 
ened  retaliatiui  has  been  resorted  to  on  our  part,  and  that 
Identenant  Colonel  Campbell,  and  five  Hessian  field  officer^ 
are  committed  to  prison,  and  subjected  to  the  same  rigorouil 
treatment  which  nas  been  ascertained  is  inflicted  on  thj( 

KreOD  of  General  Lee.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cait^ftU, 
ing  on  parole  neat  BostM,  is  confioed  in  the  jail  at  Cqq' 
cord-  In  a  letter  to  General  Howe,  which  hM  bfiea  ptih4 
fidied,  after  acknowledenig  the  liberal  and  generqutatleQtiMI 
which  he  had  previouuy  receivedi  he  deacribea  hi*  prtwert 
Conation  aa  being  nla>ct  horrid,  and  in  bis  view  altt^ethdf 
tufjoitifiablei  It  remains  therefore  with  Qnent  H«9«  14 
10 
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afford  to  Cdooel  Campbell  all  the  relief  which  he  desires, 
and  extend  to  him  all  the  comforts  and  privileges  which  his 
rank  demands,  bj  first  relaxing  his  severity,  uid  complying 
with  the  rules  of  war,  as  respects  Genera]  Lee  ;  it  being 
the  determination  of  our  government  to  place  the  British 
prisoners  m  precisely  the  same  circumstances  with  our 
prisoners  in  their  custody.  My  leisure  hours  permit  me  to 
advert  to  another  subject  whidi  excites  the  interest  and  the 
inexpressible  indignation  of  every  American.  I  allude  to 
the  abominable  conduct  of  the  British  commanders  towards 
our  unfortunate  officers  and  soldiers,  who,  by  the  fortune  of 
war,  have  fallen  into  their  hands.  In  all  countries  and  ar- 
mies, prisoners  of  war  have  a  just  claim  on  the  duties  of 
humanity ;  from  the  moment  of  their  captivity  hostilities 
should  cease,  the  sword  should  be  sheathed  ;  being  them- 
selves disarmed,  no  arm  can  of  right  be  lifted  against  them, 
and  while  they  conduct  in  a  manner  becoming  their  cohdition, 
they  are  entitled  to  the  customary  immunities,  and  to  be 
treated  with  lenity.  Among  the  savage  tribes  we  know, 
their  captives  are  tortured  by  fire,  by  the  scalping  knife, 
and  Uie  tomahawk,  but  we  are  yet,  and  for  the  honor  of 
human  nature,  hope  we  ever  shall  remain  unacquainted  with 
any  civilized  nation  except  the  English,  who  devote  their 
captives  to  various  forms  of  destruction.  It  would  seem 
that  the  application  of  the  term  rebel  to  our  prisoners,  is 
sufficient  to  reconcile  the  consciences  of  their  victors  to 
inflict  on  them  the  most  unprecedented  cruelties.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a  brief  summary  of  the  systematic  method  adopted 
and  practised  for  their  destruction,  as  taken  from  the  New 
London  Gazette,  from  General  Washington's  letter  of  com- 
plaint to  General  Howe,  and  from  the  verbal  statement  of 
the  officers  and  soldiers  who  have  returned  from  New  York 
hy  exchange.  They  were  crowded  into  the  holds  of  prison 
snips  where  they  were  almost  suffocated  for  want  of  air,  aud 
into  churches,  aod  open  sugar  houses,  &.c.  without  covering 
or  a  spark  of  fire.  Their  allowance  of  provisions  and  water 
fpr  three  days,  was  insufficient  for  one,  and  in  some  in- 
stances, they  were  for  four  days  entirely  destitute  of  food. 
The  pork  and  bread,  for  they  had  no  other  sustenance,  and 
even  the  water  allowed  them  were  of  the  worst  possible 
quality,  and  totally  unfit  for  human  beings.  A  minute  detail 
of  their  dreadful  sufferings  would  only  serve  to  harrow  np 
the  feelings  of  surviving  friends  ;  as  a  gross  outrage  against 
the  principles  of  humasity,  suffice  it  to  saj>,  that  in  cmse- 
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quence  of  Ibe  most  barbarous  treatment,  died  within  a  few 
weeks,  not  less  than  fifteen  hundred  American  soldiers,  brave 
young  men,  the  pride  and  shield  of  our  country.  After 
death  had  released  the  sufferers,  their  bodies  were  dragged 
out  of  the  prisons  and  piled  up  without  doors,  till  enough 
were  collected  for  a  cart  load,  when  they  were  carted  out 
and  tumbled  into  a  ditch,  and  slightly  covered  with  earth- 
Besides  the  above  diabolical  treatment,  the  prisoners  were 
continually  insulted  and  tantalized  by  the  British  officers,  and 
malicious  tories,  cursing  and  swearing  at  them  as  rebels, 
saying,  "this  is  the  just  punishment  of  your  rebellion  ;  nay, 
you  are  treated  too  well  for  rebels,  you  have  not  received 
half  you  deserve  and  half  you  shall  receive  ;  but  if  you  will 
enlist  in  his  majesty's  service,  you  shall  have  victuals  and 
clothing  enough."  Thus  these  callous-hearted  Englishmen 
meanly  endeavored  to  augment  the  royal  army  by  the  enlist- 
ment of  American  prisoners,  or  to  diminish  the  number  of 
their  opposers  ;  but  such  was  the  integrity  and  patriotism  of 
these  men,  that  hundreds  submitted  to  death  rather  than 
become  rebels  to  their  own  native  country.  Ip  one  instance^ 
four  of  our  wounded  ofScers,  of  respectable  rank,  were  put 
into  a  common  dirt  cart,  and  conveyed  through  the  streets  of 
New  York,  as  objects  of  derision,  reviled  as  rebels,  and 
treated  with  the  utmost  contempt.*  But  it  may  be  inquired 
if  I  mean  to  describe  the  British  commanders  as  transformed 
into  demons  ? 

I  only  record  notorious  facts,  and  it  is  not  my  journal,  but 
tfa6  faithful  and  impartial  pages  of  history  that  will  transmit 
to  posterity  this  stigma  on  the  English  character.  Gracious 
heavens !  are  these  the  people  from  whom  we  derive  our 
origin,  and  who  are  inviting  the  Americans  to  a  reconcilia- 
tion ?  A  more  dreadful  curse  can  scarcely  be  denounced  ! 
Il  is  worthy  of  observation,  that  the  British  and  Hessian 
prisoners  in  our  hands  \vere  treated  in  a  manner  directly  the 

*  A  fTMnd,  who  «u  unrortuiiatalj  ■  nruDner  in  New  Tork,  hai  recsntlT  firored 
am  with  iha  following  facta.  In  1T76,  >  number  oT  pruomn  were  mtdt  bj  lb« 
Britiih  in  onr  retreit  Iram  Long  Iilind ;  ainang  olheri,  i  Lieutenut  Dnnseooib,  of 
New  York.  He  ud  hie  fellow  officen  were  ordered  bstbro  the  eonauding  «B- 
trmlf  wfaoi  in  hmnh  luigue^i  reproached  then  for  their  criine  of  rcbeUion  exia  iU 
nececHrj  coBiaqaenoei.  A  gentlerpvi  preiant  hegvi  to  plead  their  Toalh  u  u 
ftiafj.  It  wan*!  do,  (aid  General  Howe,  job  iheS  all  be  hanged  !  Hangi  (ud  be 
i~4,  nid  I^BMComb.  Thej  hanged  eo  one  thai  I  know  of,  bal  tbcT  plajwd  tbe 
bel  by  (oiu  lhrou|li  Uie  fare«  of  imJum  them  rid*  with  t.  rope  round  their  nocki, 
•eUed  on  colRiii,  to  the  gallowi.  Oiho  V^"' 
rtaj,  and  >  nwat  wonhj  u 
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rererae  of  Uat  jast  deseribed,  and  they  never  foimd  caase 
to  complam.  It  n  sone  ntisTftction  t«  find,  tli^t  since  tho 
brilliant  «uccen  of  our  army  is  the  Jeneys,  and  a  coniider- 
able  Dinnber  of  British  and  Hessians  traring  fallen  into  our 
^ands,  tbe  ernel  severities  inflicted  on  onr  prisoners  have 
bees  in  some  degree  mitigated.  To  the  foregtnng  unparal- 
leled cataJogae  n  criminal  proceedings,  I  have  to  add,  froiq 
another  writer,  tiiat  the  enemy  wantonly  destroyed  the  New 
York  water  works,  an  elegant  public  library  at  Trenttxi,  and 
the  grand  orrery  niade  by  the  celebrated  Kitt^ihouie,  which 
was  placed  in  the  college  at  Princeton,  a  piece  of  mechan- 
ism which  the  most  untutn-ed  mvi^,  staying  tbe  hand  of 
violence,  would  have  beb^  witb  wwder  and  delight.  Thna 
Kre  our  cruel  enemies  warrii«  against  liberty,  virtue,  and 
the  art*  and  sciences.  Te  iBs^e  war  against  literature  and 
learning  is  the  part  of  barbarians.  I  camot  resist  the 
temptatioq  to  transcribe  a  few  part^rajAs  from  an  elegant 
■peech  of  Governor  I^ivingstra  to  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  state  of  New  Jersey,  March  the  6th.  "  They  have 
plundered  friends  and  foes  ;  effects,  capable  of  division,  they 
have  divided  ;  such  as  were  not,  they  iiave  destroyed  ;  they 
have  warred  on  decrepid  old  age,  warred  on  defenceleaa 
youth  ;  they  have  committed  hostilities  against  tiie  profes-  ' 
aors  of  literature  and  the  ministers  of  religion,  against  pub- 
lic records  and  private  monuments ;  bo^  of  improvement, 
and  papers  of  curiosity  ;  and  against  the  arts  and  sciences. 
They  have  butchered  the  wpunded,  asking  for  quarter  ; 
mangled  the  dead,  welterii^  in  their  blood ;  refused  to  the 
dead  the  rites  of  sepulture  ;  suffered  prisoners  to  perish  for 
wrat  ef  sustenance  ;  insulted  the  persons  of  females  ;  dia-^ 
figured  private  dwelli^  of  taste  mi  degance,  and  in  tbe 
rage  of  iupiety  and  barbarism,  profaned  edifices  dedicate^ 
to  Almighty  God." 

Lake  Champlaia  is  now  open  and  free  from  ice  io  ita 
whole  extent,  and  the  hostile  Indiana  beg^  to  lurk  about  our 
lines,  laying  wait  for  their  prey.  A  party  of  these  savages 
in  the  British  interest,  a  few  days  since,  discovered  about 
lliirty  of  our  unarmed  recruits  on  tlieir  way  t»  join  their 
corps  at  Fort  George,  they  immediately  made  their  attack, 
kiUed  and  tomahawked  some,  qiade  several  prisoners,  ant) 
escaped  tgwards  Canada  ;  a  few  of  these  men  fortunatriy 
escaped,  and  several  that  were  wounfled  were  brought  into 
our  lines.-  Colonel  Whitcomb  with  a  party  of  contmentali 
\yna  or4ered  to  pnrsuf  the  Indians,  he  overtook  part  of  UwtB 
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ind  killed  tflTenl,  but  tbe  priMnen  were  carried  (^beyond 
fiis  reacb. ' 

Ao  enterprise  of  little  impertaace  hat  lately  been  put  in 
execution  by  a  detachment  of  reyalisti  from  New  York. 
Their  object  was  to  destroy  some  stores  which  were  depos- 
ited at  Feekskill.  General  McDougal,  who  had  the  com- 
mand of  the  post,  with  a  small  number  of  men,  found  it 
prudent  to  retire,  and  the  enemy  accomplished  in  part  tho 
object  of  the  expedition-  Lieutenant  Colonel  Willet,  how- 
ever, with  only  sixty  men,  came  on  them  by  surprise,  wheB 
■  skirmish  ensned  which  obliged  them  to  retire  with  great 

Ereeipitation  on  board  their  vessels  in  the  North  River,  after 
iring  Buflered  a  considerable  Iocs. 

Aprii  lit. — The  term  of  service  of  Colonel  'Whitcomb'c 
regiment  having  expired,  they  hare  now  left  the  service  aiid 
returned  to  New  England.  Having  received  an  invitation 
from  Dr.  Jonathan  Potts,  the  surgeon  genera]  in  this  depart- 
pient,  to  accept  tbe  office  of  sui^em's  mate  in  the  general 
hospital,  I  have  received  the  said  appointment  and  com'; 
menced  my  official  duties  accordingly  at  this  place  ;  Dr.  D. 
TowDsend  heiis  at  the  same  time  appointed  senior  surgeoo. 
'We  find  here  about  eighty  soldiers  laboring  under  various  disr 
eases,  and  eight  or  ten  that  have  been  cruelly  wounded  by 
dke  savages  who  have  been  skulking  in  the  woods  in  the 
viemity.'  In  our  retired  situation  here,  we  are  unacquainted 
with  any  military  traasactitms  in  other  quarters  till  they 
transpire  in  the  public  papers. 

JVfajf.>~lt  is  lust  announced  that  the  enemy  have  nnder* 
taken  an  expedition  to  Danbnry,  in  Connecticut,  for  the 
purpose  of  destroying  a  magaiine  of  stores  at  thkt  place. 
OoverMT  TtyoD,  a  Major  General  of  the  Provincial  troops 
ti  New  York,  waa  the  commander  of  the  detachment,  cob- 
■iating  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  men,  and  Brigadier 
General  Agnew,  and  Sir  W.  Erskine  were  commanders 
mder  him.  When  the  enemy  had  landed  and  commence4 
their  (^ration  in  theif  usual  mamier,  by  bnming  and  dei- 
troykig  hoasei  and  other  buildii^,  the  countn  was  alarmed, 
the  militia  collected,  and  were  commanded  by  Major  Gen- 
eral Weotter,  Brlga^r  Generals  Amtdd  and  Silliman.  A 
smart  action  soon  ensued  and  eentinued  about  one  hour,  in 
wUi^  our  militia  and  a  small  number  of  continentals  con- 
ducted with  distingnished  btavery,  but  being  overpowered 
by  •  nperior  force,  they  were  obliged  to  retreat.  The 
•novt  of  atorea  deatnqrtjid  by  the  enemy  was  very  consider^ 
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able,  bnt  the  loea  of  raloable  officera  and  men  is  infinitely 
more  important.  General  Wooster  ^as  mortally  wounded, 
and  died  soon  after.  Lieutentuit  Colonel  Gould  and  four  or 
fire  other  officers  were  killed,  and  about  sixty  men  were 
killed  and  wounded.  Among  the  slain  is  Dr.  Atwater,  a 
respectable  character,  whose  death  is  greatly  lamented. 
General  Arnold  had  his  horse  shot  under  him  when  within 
ten  yards  of  the  enemy,  and  a  soldier  was  advancing  with 
£ted  bayonet  towards  him,  when,  with  great  presence  of 
mind,  he  drew  his  pistol  from  his  holsters,  and  instantly  shot 
him  through  the  body.  On  the  side  of  the  royalists  the  loss, 
as  stated  by  General  Howe,  is  one  hundred  and  seventy-two 
in  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  but  by  other  accounts  it  is 
flStich  more  considerable.  .  Among  their  wounded  is  Briga- 
4^r  General  Agnew,  and  two  other  field  officers. 
J  A  captain  Roofa,  and  bis  Lieutenant,  two  noted  tories, 
<|ptely  taken  in  arms  as  they  were  marching  towards  the 
i6nemy,  were  condemned  by  a  court  martial  and  hanged  at 
Esopus,  in  the  state  of  New  York,  as  a  suitable  reward, 
says  a  writer  in  the  newspaper,  for  their  treasonable  prac- 
tices, they  having  induced  a  number  of  others  to  enlidt  in 
the  service  of  the  enemy. 
■  June. — Congress  have  appointed  Major  General  Schuyler 
to.command  in  the  northern  department,  including  Albany, 
Ticonderoga,  Fort  Stanwix,  and  their  dependencies,  and 
Major  General  St.  Clair  has  the  immediate  command  of  the 
posts  of  Ticonderoga  and  Mount  Independence.  It  is  also 
understood,  that  the  British  government  have  appointed 
LieutenaHt  General  Burgoyne  commander  in  chief  of  their 
army  in  Canada,  consisting,  it  is  said,  of  eight  or  ten  thou- 
sand men.  '  According  to  authentic  reports,  the  plan  of  the 
British  government  for  the  present  campaign  is,  that  General 
Burgoyne's  army  shall  take  possession  of  Ticonderoga,  and 
force  his  way  through  the  country  to  Albany  ;'  to  facilitate 
this  event.  Colonel  St.  Leger  is  to  march  with  a  party  of 
Bri(j|p,  Germans,  Canadians  and  Indians,  to  the  Mohawk 
rirer,  Ad  make  a  diversion  in  that  quarter.  The  royal 
army  at  New  York,  under  command  of  General  Howe  is  to 
pass  up  the  Hudson  river,'  and,  calculating  on  success  in  all 
quarters,  the  three  armies  are  to  form  a  junction  at  Albany. 
Here,  probably,  the  three  commanders  are  to  congratulate 
each  ouier  on  their  mighty  achievements,  and  the  flattering 
prospect  of  crushing  the  rebellion.  This  being  accomplish- 
ed,, the  communicatioa  between  the  southern  and  eastern 
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stales  will  be  interrupted,*  and  New  Ei^land,  as  they  sup^ 
pose,  may  become  an  easy  prey.  Judging  from  the  foregoing 
detail,  a  very  active  campaign  is  to  be  expected,  and  events 
of  the  greatest  magnitude  are  undoubtedly  to  be  unfolded. 
The  utmost  exertions  are  now  making  to  strengthen  our 
works  at  Ticonderoga,'aiid  if  possible,  to  render  the  post 
invulnerable.  Mount  Independence,  directly  opposite  to 
Ticonderi^a,  is  strongly  fortified  and  well  supplied  with 
artillery.  On  the  summit  of  the  mount,  which  is  table  land,: 
is  erected  a  strong  fort,  in  the  centre  of  which  is  a  conve- 
nient square  of  barracks,  a  part  of  which  are  occupied  for 
our  hospital.  The  communication  between  these  two  place* 
is  maintained  by  a  floating  bridge  ;  it  is  supported  on  twenty- 
two  sunken  piers  of  very  large  timber,  the  spaces  between 
these  are  filled  with  separate  floats,  each  about  fifty  feet 
long  and  twelve  wide,  strongly  fastened  together  with  iron 
chains  and  rivets.  A  boom  composed  of  large  pieces  of 
timber  well  secured  together  by  riveted  holts,  is  placed  on 
the  north  side  of  the  bridge,  and  by  the  side  of  this  is  placed 
a  double  iron  chain,  the  links  of  which  are  one  and  a  half 
inch  square.  The  construction  of  this  bridge,  boom  and 
chain,  of  four  hundred  yards  in  length,  has  proved  a  most 
laborious  undertalcing,  and  the  espeuse  must  have  been  im- 
mense. It  ia  however  supposed  to  be  admirably  adapted  to 
the  double  purpose  of  a  communication,  and  an  impenetrable 
barrier  to  any  vessels  that  might  attempt,  to  pass  our  works. 
By  way  of  amusement,  1  went  with  three  gentlemen  of  our 
liospital  to  endeavor  to  explore  a  high  mountain  in  this  vici- 
nity. With  much  difficulty  we  clambered  up  and  reached 
the  summit.  From  this  commanding  eminence  we  had  one 
of  the  most  singularly  romantic  views  which  imagination  can 
paint.  '  Northward  we  behold  Lake  Champlain,  a  prodigious 
expanse  of  unruffled  water,  widening  and  straitening  as  the 
banks  and  clifts  project  into  its  channel.  This  lake  extends 
about  one  hundred  miles  towards  Quebec,  and  is  from  one 
to  five  miles  wide.  On  each  side  is  a  thick  uninhabited 
wilderness,  variegated  by  hills  and  dales ;  here  the  majestic 
oak,  chesnut  and  pine,  rear  their  lofty  heads ;  there  the 
diminutive  shrub  forms  a  thicket  for  the  retreat  of  wild 
beasts.  Lot^ng  southwest  from  our  stand  we  have  a  view  of 
part  of  Lake  George,  emptying  its  waters  into  Lake  Cham- 
plam,  near  Ticonderoga.  Turning  to  the  east,  the  prodigious 
neigfats  called  Oreen  Mountams,  ascending  almost  to  the 
clouds,  are  exhibited  to  view,  with  the  settlements  in  tlwt 


trtet  of  territory  called  New  HuBpiture  gnat.  The  «o- 
cient  fortruB  at  Crown  PoiDt,  ii  about  twelve  railes  north 
of  tbu  place ;  it  i>  by  nature  a  very  atrong  position,  but  it 
lua  been  abaudooed  by  both  araies- 

July  lit. — We  are  now  aawiled  by  a  proclaMation  (^  a 
Va^  extraordinary  nature  from  General  Burgoyne,'  eaame- 
ratiog  a  string  of  title*]  which  he  hu  dotibtloM  received 
bom  bu  royal  Qiaiter  a«  a  rew^jd  for  his  merit.  From  the 
bompooi  manner  in  which  be  has  arrayed  his  titles,  we  are 
led  to  suppose,  that  he  considers  Uiem  as  more  thap  «  m^ch 
for  all  the  military  force  whicb  we  cm  bring  a^iost  \um- 
They  stwd  thus, 

"  By  John  BvrgoyM,  £sf«ira,  LuvtewMt  GeMTQJ  o/Au' 
*V«july'>  JoTcti  in  .^tnertca,  C^ZonsJ  <^  the  QtMen'«  i^mvn^ 
oj  Xa^  Dragoon*,  Goveraor  nf  Fort  f^iltian,  in  J^ortk  Brv 
(M,  «fM  o/tAe  Comment  qf  Gnat  Britma  in  Parliamnt,  mni 
fomaaadiag  an  onny  amAfiut  tm/flm/ed  on  on  fft^Htio*  from 
Canada,  fye.  ife."  TU«  sangiMwy  procl«jaiat)on  is  to  be 
viewed  as  the  forerunner  of  Iub  formiwible  army,  and  all  the 
i^posers  of  his  authority  are  menaced  with  bir  avei^iog 
power.  "  I  have,"  says  tjie  proclamation,  "  but  to  give 
stretch  to  the  lodian  forces  under  my  directMs,  and  Uiey 
ftmount  to  thousands,  to  overtake  the  hardened  enemies  of 
Great  Brittun  and  America<  I  consider  them  the  same 
nherever  they  oxay  lurk."  The  British  ministry,  not  satis- 
fied witb  the  di^raceful  expedient  of  hirtsg  foreign  merce- 
iwies,  resort  also  to  the  savages  of  the  wiliemess  for  axA  in 
ttw  glerioBs  cause  of  tyrauiy  and  of  spreading  the  horroin 
of  war  by  fire  and  sword  tfaroug^out  our  cquntiy.  The  nUi- 
Ua  of  New  England  are  daily  coming  in  to  increase  our 
strength ;  the  number  of  our  troops,  a^  our  ability  to  defend 
tW  works  against  the  aj^roaching  eneiqr,  are  considerAtioiM 
ivfaich  belong  to  our  commanding  offices  ;  in  their  breasts  let 
tbe  important  secret  remain,  and  in  their  superior  judgment 
our  confidence  most  be  repo«ed.  One  fact,  however,  ig  ofy 
.tarioui,  that  wbenthe  troops  are  directed  to  man  the  linef> 
there  is  not  a  suiBcient  nuB^er  to  occupy  their  whfde  ex> 
tent.  It  appears,  nevertheless,  so  far  as  I  can  Iflam,  to  be 
the  prevident  opinion,  that  we  shall  be  sAle  to  repel  the 
joaeditated  attack  and  defeat  the  views  of  the  royal  commMtr 
4sr ;  both  officers  and  nun  are  in  high  spirits  and  prepaced 
for  the  contest. 

Jviy  id, — Tbe  Briti^  army  is  now  approaofaing,  some  of 
thtii  foxift  aUiea  have  been  seea  in  the  vicinity  n  oar  eai- 
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works,  which,  with  the  block  hoaie  beyond  the  M  Fteach 
ItDAs,  has  this  daj  been  abandoned.  On  the  3d  and  4th,  the 
en^f  are  making  their  approaches  and  gaining,  as  it  sup- 
posed,  some  advantages.  They  have  taken  possession  of 
MoBBt  Hope,  our  batteries  are  now  opened,  and  a  cannoiH 
ading  has  commenced. '  General  St.  Clair  endeavors  to 
animate  the  troops,  and  orderi  every  nan  to  repair  to  tb« 
tiann  posts  at  morning  and  evening  roll  call,  and  to  be  partic- 
tderly  alert  and  vigilant.  There  seems  to  be  a  diversity  of 
opinioB  whether  GenerM  Burgoyne  intends  to  besiege  our 
garrison,  or  to  attempt  to  possess  himself  of  it  by  an  assault 
w  our  lines, 

8(A. — It  is  with  astomifament  that  we  find  the  enemy  have 
taken  possession  of  an  eminence  called  Sugar-haf  tRll,  or 
•Mount  Defiance,  which,  from  its  height  and  proximi^,  com- 
pletely overlooks  and  commands  all  our  works  at  Ticonde- 
rogatand  Mount  Independence.  This  mount,  it  is  said,  ought 
loog  since  to  have  been  fortified  by  our  army,  but  its  extreme 
difficult  of  access,  and  the  want  of  a  sufficient  number  of 
Bten,  are  the  reasons  assigned  for  its  being  neglected.  The 
■ituation  of  our  garrison  is  viewed  as  critical  and  alarmmg  ; 
s  few  days,  it  is  expected,  will  decide  our  fate.  We  have 
reason  to  apprehend  the  most  fatal  effects  from  ttteir  battery 
on  Sugar-loaf  Hill. 

14fn. — By  reasta  of  an  extraordinary  and  unexpected 
event,  ihe  coarse  of  my  Journat  has  been  interrupted  for 
eeveral  days.  At  about  IS  o'clock,  in  the  night  of  the  6th 
iBstsnt,  I  was  ui^ntly  called  from  sleep,  and  informed  that 
<mt  army  was  in  moticHi,  and  wns  instantly  to  abandon  Tieon- 
deroga  and  Mount  Independence:  I  could  scarcely  believe 
that  my  informant  was  in  earnest,  but  the  confusion  and  bustle' 
•con  convinced  me  that  it  was  really  true,  and  that  the  short 
time  allowed  demanded  my  utmost  industry.  It  was  enjoii^ 
ed  on  me  immediately  to  collect  the  sick  and  wounded,  and 
as  much  of  the  hospital  stores  as  possible,  and  assist  in  em- 
harking  them  on  board  the  batteaux  and  boats  at  the  shore. 
Having  with  all  possible  despatch  completed  our  embarka- 
tion, at  3  o'clock  m  the  nlDmiag  of  the  6tb,  we  commenced 
Oar  voyage  up  the  South  bay  to  Skeenesborough,  about  SO 
miles.  Our  fleet  consisted  of  lire  armed  gallies  and  two' 
hondrerf  battifaux  and  boats  deeply  laden  with  cannon,  tentd^ 
provisiom,  invalids  and  women.  We  were  accompanied  by 
k  guari  of  six  hundred  men,'  commanded  by  Colonel  Long,  (n* 
New  Hampabire.    The  mght  was  moon  light  and  pleasant^ 
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the  Bon  bant  fortti  in  the  numung  with  nneoaimoa  lutre,  the 

day  vna  fine,  the  water's  surface  wrene  and  unruffled.  The 
shore  on  each  side  exhibited  a  variegated  view  of  h(^ 
roclu,  caverns  and  clifts,  and  the  whole  was  bounded  by  a 
thick,  impenetrable  wilderness.  My  pen  would  fail  in  the 
attempt  to  describe  a  scene  so  raicbantiogly  sublime- '  The 
occasion  was  peculiarly  interesting,  and  we  could  but  look 
back  with  regret,  and  forward  with  apprehension.  We 
availed  ourselves,  however,  of  the  means  of  enlivening  our 
spirits.  'The  drum  and  fife  aSiM^ed  us  a  favorite  music; 
among  the  hospital  stores  we  found  many  dozen  of  choice 
wine,  and  we  cheered  our  hearts  with  the  nectareous  cu^ 
tents.  At  S  o'clock  in  the  aftemooB,  we  reached  our  de«- 
tmed  port  at  Skeensborough,  being  the  head  of  navigatioi 
for  our  gallies,  Here  we  were  unsuspicious  of  danger, 
but  behold  t  Burgoyne  himself  was  at  our  heels.  In  leu 
than  two  hours  we  were  atnick  with  surprise  and  con- 
■temation  by  a  discharge  of  cannon  from  the  enemy'a 
fleet,  <«  our  gallies  and  batteaux  lying  at  the  wharf. 
By  uncommon  efforts  and  industry  they  had  broken  throu^ 
the  bridge,  boom  and  chain,  which  cost  our  people  such 
immense  labor,  and  bad  almost  overtaken  us  on  the 
lake)  and  horridly  disastrous  indeed  would  have  been  oar 
fate.  It  was  not  long  before  it  was  perceived  that  a  Dum- 
ber of  their  troops  and  savages  had  lauded,  and  were  rapid- 
ly advancing  towards  our  litUe  party.  The  officers  of  oar 
guard  now  attempted  to  rally  the  men  and  form  them  ia 
battle  array  ;  but  Uiis  was  found  impossible,  every  effort 
proved  unavailiog,  and  in  the  utmost  panic,  they  were  seen 
to  fly  in  every  direction  for  personal  safety.  In  this  despe- 
rate condition,  I  perceived  our  officers  scamperii^  for  their 
baggage  ;  I  ran  to  the  batteau,  seized  my  chest,  carried  it 
a  short  distance,  took  from  it  a«few  article*,  and  instantly 
fidlowed  in  the  train  of  our  retreating  party.  We  took  the 
route  to  Fort  Ann,  through  a  narrow  defile  in  the  woods, 
and  were  so  closely  pressed  by  the  pursumg  enemy,  that  we 
frequently  heard  calls  from  the  rear  to  "  march  on,  the 
Indians  are  at  our  heels."  Having  marched  all  night,  we 
reached  Fort  Ann  at  5  o'clock  in  the  momiog,  where  wa 
found  provisions  for  our  refreshment.  A  small  rivulet  called 
Wood  Creek,  is  navigable  from  Skeenesborough  to  Fort  Am,  ' 
by  which  means  some  of  our  invalids  and  baggage  made  their 
escape  ;  but  all  our  canntm,  provisions,  and  the  balk  q{  oar 
baggage,  with  several  invalids,  fell  into  the  enemy's  faaads. 
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-  On  the  7th  imtant,  we  reeeired  a  amall  reenforcement 
from  Fort  Edward,  by  order  of  Major  General  Schuyler, 
and  on  diicoTering  that  a  detachment  of  the  enemy  under 
commaod  of  Colcnel  Hill,  bad  arrived  in  our  vicinity,  a  party 
from  cur  fort  wai  ordered  to  attack  them  in  their  covert  is 
the  woods.  The  two  partiei  were  soon  engaged  in  a  smart 
•kirmish,  which  continued  for  severe)  hours,  and  resulted 
greatly  to  oar  honor  and  advantage  ;  the  enemy,  being  almost 
anrrounded,  were  on  the  point  of  lurrenderii^,  when  our 
ammnnitioD  being  expended,  and  a  party  of  Indians  arriving 
and  setting  up  the  war  whoop,  this  being  followed  by  three 
cheers  from  their  friends  the  English,  the  Americans  were 
induced  to  give  way  and  retreat.  One  Surgeon,  with  a 
woonded  Captain  and  twelve  or  6fteen  privates,  were  taken 
and  brought  into  our  fort.  The  Surgeon  informed  me  that 
he  was  in  possession  of  books,  &c.  taken  from  my  chest  at 
Skerasborougb,  and  singular  to  relate,  some  of  the  British 
prisoners  obtabed  in  the  same  manner,  and  bad  in  their 
pockets,  a  number  of  prwate  UlUrt  which  I  had  received 
from  a  friend  in  Massachusetts,  and  which  were  now  return- 
ed to  me.  '  Fort  Ann  being  a  small  picket  fort  of  no  impor- 
tance, orders  were  given  to  set  it  on  fire,  and  on  the  8th, 
we  departed  for  Fort  Edward,  situated  about  30  ntiles 
southward,  on  the  banks  of  Hudson  river.  General  St. 
Clair  with  his  main  army  from  Ticonderoga,  toi^  a  circuit* 
ons  route  through  the  woods  to  Hubbardlown,  and  Castle- 
ton,  m  the  New  Hampshire  grants,  and  being  porsned  by  a 
•tnng  detachment  from  Burgoyne's  army,  his  rear  guard, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Francis,  was  overtaken,  and  on  the 
7th  instant,  a  very  close  and  severe  engagement  took  plaee, 
in  which  bloody  cniflict,  the  brave  Colonel  Francis  fell  with 
other  valuable  officers,  while  fitting  with  distinguished  gal- 
lantry. The  Americans  made  an  honorable  defence,  and 
finally  a  secure  retreat.  We  lost  in  this  action  about  three 
hundred,  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prismers.  The  enemy, 
accordiog  to  estimation,  about  two  hundred.  On  the  IStb, 
General  St.  Clair  arrived  here,  (Fort  Edward)  with  the 
remains  of  his  army,  greatly  distressed  and  worn  down  by 
fatigue.  General  Schuyler  is  commander  at  this  post ;  he 
has  a  amall  army  of  continentals  and  militia,  and  is  making 
every  possible  exertion,  by  takii^  up  bridges,  throwing  ob- 
■tmctiooB  in  the  roads  and  passes,  by  fallen  trees,  &c.  to 
iiupede  the  marcb  of  Bui^oyne's  army  towards  Albany.     He 
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has  »lfo  iimed  a  spirited  proclamatioD,  to  eosBteraet  the 

effects  of  that  from  Q^ieral  Bai^oyne. 

'  Tlie  abandmneDt  of  Ticoaderoga  and  Mount  iDdepen- 
dence  has  occasiooed  the  greatest  Barpriie  and  alarm.  No 
event  could  be  more  unexpected  nor  more  severely  felt 
throDgboat  our  army  and  country.  This  disaster  has  given 
to  our  cause  a  dadt  and  gloomy  aspect,  but  our  affairs  are 
not  desperate,'  and  our  exertions  ought  to  be  in  proporticm  to 
our  miugrtones  and  our  exigencies.  The  eondnct  of  Gen- 
eral  St.  Clair  on  this  occasion  has  rendered  him  very  unpop- 
ular, and  subjected  bim  to  general  censure  and  reproach  ; 
there  are  some,  indeed,  who  even  accuse  bim  of  treachery  ; 
but  time  and  calm  investigation  must  decide  whether  be  can 
vindicate  himself  as  a  judicious  and  prudent  commander. 
There  is  much  reason  to  suppose,  that  neither  the  strength 
of  Burgoyne's  army,  nor  the  weakness  of  our  garrison  were 
properly  considered  or  generally  understood.  It  mast  be 
Qiiiyersally  conceded,  that  'when  the  enemy  had  effected 
their  great  object  by  hoisting  cannm  from  tree  to  tree,  tilt 
they  reached  the  summit  of  Sngar-loaf  Hill,  the  situation 
of  our  garrison  had  become  perilous  in  the  extreme.  Gen- 
eral Schuyler  is  not  altogether  free  from  public  reprehen- 
sion, alleging  that  he'ought  in  duty  to  have  been  present  at 
Ticonderoga  during  the  critical  period.^  It  is  predicted  hy 
some  of  oar  well  informed  and  respectable  characters,  that 
this  event,  apparently  so  calamitous,  will  ultimately  prove 
advantageous,  oy  drawing  the  British  army  mto  the  heart  of 
our  country,  and  thereby  place  them  more  immediately 
within  our  power. 

It  may  be  deemed  ludicrous  .that  I  should  record  a  rumor 
fo  extravagantly  ridiculoas  as  the  following,  but  it  has  re- 
ceived too  much  credence  to  be  altc^ether  omitted.  It  has 
been  mdustriousty  reported,  that  Generals  Schnyler  and  St. 
Clair,  acted  the  part  of  traitors  to  their  country,  and  that 
they  were  paid  for  their  treason  by  the  enemy  in  stiver  AoUs, 
shot  from  Burgoyne's  guns  into  our  camp,  and  that  they  were 
'  collected  by  order  of  General  St.  C|air,  and  divided  be- 
tween him  and  General  Schuyler. 

&5th. — The  sick  soldiers  under  my  care  at  this  place  have 
been  accommodated  in  barracks  and  tents.  I  have  now 
received  prt^ers  to  accompany  them  to  the  hospital  at 
Albany,  about  fifty-five  miles  ;  boats  being  provioed,  we 
pmbarked  about  forty  sick  and  inviljdi,  and  proceeded  dowii 
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the  North  river,  and  irrired  on  the  third  day  it  the  place  of 
onr  destinatioD. 

■Albany,  ^big^at  3d. — The  pleating  iuforinati<m  ia  received 
here  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Barton,  of  the  Rhode  Island 
nilitia,  planned  a  bold  exploit  for  the  purpose  of  surprisii^ 
and  taki^  Major  General  Prescott,  the  commanding  officer 
ef  ika  royal  army  at  Newport.  Taking  with  him,  in  the 
Bif^t,  abont  forty  men,  in  two  boati,  with  oars  muffled,  be 
hu  tiie  address  to  elude  the  vigilance  of  the  ships  of  war 
■od  guard  boats,  and  having  arrived  undiscovered  at  the 
qnsiten  of  General  Prescott,  they  were  taken  for  the  sen- 
tmelt,  and  the  general  was  not  alarmed  till  bis  captors  were 
at  the  door  of  his  lodging  chamber,  which  was  last  closed. 
A  negro  man,  named  Frmce,  instantly  thrust  his  beetle  head 
through  the  pannel  door,  and  seized  his  victim  while  in  bed. 
The  general's  aid  de  camp  leaped  from  a  window  undressed, 
and  attempted  to  escape,  bat  was  taken,  and  with  the  gen- 
eral broaeht  off  in  safety.  In  repassing  the  water  guards, 
General  Prescott  said  to  Colonel  Barton,  '*  Sir,  I  did  not 
think  it  possible  you  could  escape  the  vigilance  of  the  water 
guarda."  This  is  the  second  time  that  General  Prescott  has 
Men  a  prisoner  in  our  hands  within  two  years.  This  adven- 
ture ia  extremely  honorable  to  the  enterprising  spirit  of 
Colonel  Barton,  and  is  considered  as  ample  retaliation  for 
the  capture  of  General  Lee  by  Colonel  Harcourt.  The 
event  occaiiona  great  yaj  and  exultation,  as  it  puts  in  our 
possession  an  o&;er  (rf*  equal  rank  with  General  Lee,  by 
which  means  an  exchange  may  be  obtained.  Congreu 
resfdved  that  an  elegant  sword  should  be  presented  to  Colo- 
nel Barton  for  his  brave  e;|[ploit.  It  has  been  ascertained 
that  General  Howe  has  relaxed  in  his  rigid  treatment  of 
doneral  Lee,  and  conducted  towards  him  in  a  manner  suita- 
ble to  his  rank.  The  Hessian  officers,  on  whom  retaliation 
had  been  inflicted,  are  also  restored  to  their  former  conditini 
pa  prisoners  of  war. 

It  appear!  by  the  papers,  ti>at  Coognu  resolved,  on  the 
I4th  oC  June  laat,  that  Uie  flag  of  the  tiiirteen  United  States 
be  thirteen  str^s,  alternate  red  and  white,  that  the  unioa 
be  thirtaen  stars,  white  io  a  bine  field,  represffliting  a  new 
Mnstellation. ' 

His  Excellency  General  Wadiington,  at  his  quarters  in 
the  Jerseys,  has  published  a  mamfato  in  answer  to  Genera) 
Bnrcoyne's  proclamation,  from  which  I  extract  a  few  para* 
gr^u.    ^e  observes,  "  The  »B«>c)ated  armies  in  America 
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act  from  Uie  noblet t  motirdi,  and  for  the  purest  ponKMes, — 
tiieir  common  object  is  liberty.  The  same  priociplea  actu- 
ated the  arms  of  Rome  in  the  days  of  her  glory,  and  the 
same  object  wag  the  reward  of  Roman  valor.  When  these 
sacred  ideas  are  profaned,  when  the  abominable  mixture  of 
mercenary,  foreign,  and  savage  forces  dare  to  mention  At 
Imt  of  couniry,  wad  the  general  prioileget  of  mankind,"  refer- 
ring to  Burgoyne'i  proclaination,  "  the  freemen  of  America 
protest  against  Bnch  abuse  of  language  and  prostitution  of 
sentiment."  In  another  para^aph,  "We  beg  leave  to  ob* 
serve,  if  the  power  of  ms  Britannic  Majesty's  fleets  and 
armies  have  been  driven  from  Boston,  repulsed  from  CharleS' 
tou;  cut  off  at  Trenton,  expelled  the  Jerseys,  and  be  now 
after  almost  three  campaigns,  commencing  its  operatica,  that 
this  ii  a  power  we  do  not  dread."  In  the  close, "  Harassed 
as  we  are  by  uarelentmg  persecution,  obliged  by  every  tie 
to  repel  violence  by  force,  urged  by  self  preservation  to 
exert  the  strength  which  Providence  has  given  as  to  de- 
fend our  natural  rij^ts  against  the  agaressor ;  we  appeal 
to  the  hearts  of  all  mankmd  for  the  justice  of  our  cause  ; 
its  event  we  submit  to  Him  who  speaks  the  fate  of  nations, 
in  humble  confidence  that  as  his  omniscient  eye  taketh  note 
even  of  the  sparrow  that  falleth  to  the  ground,  so  He  will 
not  withdraw  his  conntenance  from  a  people  who  humbly 
array  theselves  under  his  banner  in  defence  of  the  noblest 
principles,  with  which  he  hath  adorned  humanity."  It  is  a 
matter  of  pride  to  oar  country  that  our  Commaader  in  Chief 
has  exhibited  a  production  so  far  surpassing  in  dignity  of  sen- 
timent and  justness  of  observation,  the  pompous  proclamatioD 
to  which  this  is  a  rejoinder.  It  is  no  less  satisfactory  to 
reflect,  that  the  measure  referred  to  has  not  heen  productive 
of  those  glorious  advantages  to  the  royal  cause,  or  the  dire 
consequences  as  respects  our  own,  which  the  sai^me  spirit 
Of  its  author  had  contemplated.  Though  he  threatened  us 
with  all  the  outrages  of  war,  arrayed  in  terrific  forms,  aided 
by  savages  eager  to  be  let  loose  on  their  prey,  yet  the  pro- 
damation  has  oeen  viewed  rather  as  a  carious  model  or  an 
ostentatious  display  of  self  importance,  than  a  formidable 
weapon  calculated  to  awe  a  free  people  into  submission. 

8th- — ^We  have  just  been  apprisea,  by  express  Inm  the 
Mc^awk  country,  that  Col<mel  St.  Leger  and  Sir  John  Ji^- 
6(m,  with  a  body  of  Britons,  Canadians,  tories  and  Indians, 
bad  invested  Fort  Schnyler,  one  hundred  and  ten  miles  from 
Albany,  that  General  Herkimer,  with  about  eight  hundred 
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militia,  was  advancing  to  disperse  this  motley  collection,  and 
to  relieve  tbe  garrison  ;  but  unfortunately  he  fell  into  an 
ambuscade  and  suffered  a  considerable  loss.  Being  himself 
wounded  in  both  legs,  he  wag  seen  sitting  on  a  stump  and 
courageously  encouraging  his  men,  by  which  they  maintained 
their  ground  and  did  great  execution  among  tbe  enemy. 
Several  of  the  Indian  chiefs  were  slain  by  the  first  fire, 
which  ao  disheartened  tbe  remainder,  that  they  were  thrown 
into  the  greatest  confusion,  and  turning  on  the  tories,  and 
other  white  people,  a  warm  contention  ensued  between 
them,  and  many  of  the  whites  were  killed.  Colonel  Ganse- 
vort,  the  commander  of  the  fort,  sent  out  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Willet  with  two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  who  bravely  routed 
the  Indians  and  tories,  destroyed  their  provisions,  and  took 
their  kettles,  blankets,  muskets,  tomahawks,  deer  skins,  &c. 
with  five  colors,  and  returned  to  tbe  fort.  The  brave 
General  Herkimer  soon  died  of  his  wounds,  and  one  hundred 
and  sixty  of  fais  militia  men,  having  fought  like  lions,  were 
killed,  besides  a  great  number  wounded.  St.  Leger's  vic- 
tory over  our  militia  was  purchased  at  a  dear  price,  more 
than  seventy  of  his  Indians  were  slain,  and  among  them  a 
large  proportion  of  their  most  diitiuguished  and  favorite  war- 
riors,  and  the  survivors  were  eiceedingly  dissatisfied.  The 
abject  of  the  expedition  was  far  from  being  accomplished  ; 
the  commander  did  not  however  despair  of  getting  posses- 
sion of  the  fort,  for  this  purpose  he  sent  in  a  flag  demanding 
asarrender.  He  greatly  magnified  his  own  stren^,  asserted 
that  Borgoyne  was  at  Albany  ;  and  threatened  that  on  refusal 
hii  ImUraa  would  destroy  all  the  inhabitants  in  the  vicinity, 
and  BO  soon  as  they  could  enter  the  fort  every  man  woold  be 
-sacrificed.  Cirftmel  Gansevort  nobly  replied  in  the  n^ative,  .  -^ 
being  detennmed  to  defend  the  fort  at  every  hazard  ;  aware  | 

however,  of  hii  perilous  situation,  he  found  means  of  sending       ^ 
to  General  Schnyler  at  Stillwater  for  assistance.     GenerU       /W. 
Arnold  was   now   despatched  with  a  brigade  of  troops  td  , 
attack  the  besiegers  ;  but  finding  their  force  greatly  supe-      *** 
rior  to  his  own,  he  sent  back  for  a  reinforcement  of  one 
thousand  light  troops. 

An  ol»ect  which  cannot  he  accomplished  by  force  is  often 
«btamed  by  means  of  stratagem.  Lieutenant  Colonel  John 
Brodts,  an  intelligent  officer  from  Massachusetts,  bemg  in 
advance  with  a  small  detachment,  fortunately  found  one 
Major  Bntler,  a  noted  officer  among  the  Indians,  endeavoring 
to  inflneoce  the  inhabitants  in  their  favor,  and  he  was  tmme- 
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diatel;  wcared.    A  inu  aho  by  tfae  nunc  of  Ciller,  wbo 

waB  proprietor  of  a  faandiome  estate  in  the  vicinity,  vras 
taken  up  as  a  spy.  Colme]  Brooka  propoied  that  be  should 
be  emmoyed  as  a  deceptive  meaieoger  to  spread  the  alarm 
and.inaace  the  enemy  to  retreat.  Qeneral  Amdd  toon  after 
arrived,  and  approved  the  scheme  of  Colonel  Broths  ;  it 
was  accordii^ly  agreed  that  Cayler  should  be  liberated  and 
ids  estate  secured  to  him  oo  the  condition  that  be  would 
return  to  the  enemy  and  make  such  exaggerated  report  of 
General  Arnold's  force  as  to  alarm  and  put  them  to  flight. 
Several  friendly  Indians  being  present,  one  of  their  head 
men  advised  that  Cuyler's  coat  should  be  shot  through  in  two 
or  three  places  to  add  credibility  to  his  story.  Matters 
being  thus  adjusted,  the  impostor  proceded  directly  to  the 
Indian  camp,  where  he  was  well  known,  and  infornied  their 
warriors  that  Major  Butler  was  takra,  and  that  himself  nar- 
lx>wly  escaped,  several  shot  having  passed  through  hia  coat, 
and  that  General  Arnold  with  a  vast  force  was  advancing 
rapidly  towards  them.  In  aid  of  the  prmect,  a  friendly 
Indian  followed  and  arrived  about  an  hour  after,  with  a  coo- 
firsifttion  of  Cuyler'a  report.  This  stratagem  was  succeaa- 
ful,  the  Indians  ioatantly  determined  to  quit  their  ground, 
and  make  their  escape,  nor  was  it  in  the  power  of  St-  I'eger 
and  Sir  JtAin,  with  all  their  art  of  persuasion  to  prevent  it. 
When  St.  Leger  remonstrated  with  them,  the  reply  of  the 
chiefs  was,  "  When  we  marched  dofni,  you  told  us  there 
would  be  no  fighting  for  us  Indians,  we  might  go  down  and 
amc^  our  pipea  ;  but  now  a  number  of  our  warriors  hare 
been  killed,  and  you  mean  to  sacrifice  us."     The  conse- 

f|uence  was,  that  St.  Leger,  finding  himself  deserted  by  bis 
ndians,  to  the  number  of  seven  or  eight  hundred,  deemed 
his  sitiiation  so  hazardous  that  he  decamped  in  the  greatest 
hurry  and  ccufusion,  leaving  hia  tents  with  most  of  tus  artiK 
lery  and  stores  in  the  field.  General  Arnold  with  hia  detach' 
ment  was  now  at  liberty  to  return  to  the  main  armV  at  Still* 
water  ;  and  thus  have  we  clipped  the  right  wing  of  General 
Burgoyne.  In  the  evening,  wnile  on  their  retreat,  St.  Leger 
and  Sir  John  got  into  a  warm  altercation,  crimirating  each 
other  for  the  ill  success  of  the  expedition.  Two  Sachem^ 
observing  this,  reserved  to  have  a  laugh  at  their  expeoae.  In 
their  front  was  a  bog  of  clay  and  mud,  they  directed  a  yoni^ 
warrior  to  loiter  in  the  rear,  and  then,  on  a  sudden  run  as  if 
alarmed,  calling  out  they  an  coming,  they  are  eoming.  O0 
bearing  this,  the  two  commanders  in  a  fright  took  to  Aeir 
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heels,  rushing  into  the  hog,  frequently  falling  and  sticking  in 
the  mod,  and  Uie  men  threw  away  their  packs  and  hurried 
off.  This  and  other  jokes,  were  several  times  repeated 
during  the  night  for  many  miles. 

301^. — The  city  of  Albany  is  situated  on  the  weat  hank 
of  the  Hudson,  or  North  river,  160  miles  north  from  New 
Tork,  and  the  river  adinita  of  aloop  navigation  between  the^e 
two  cities.  It  ctxisists  of  about  three  hundred  houses, 
chiefly  in  the  gothic  style,  the  gable  ends  to  the  street. 
There  is  an  ancient  Dutch  church  of  stone,  a  Congregational 
church,  and  «  decent  edifice  called  City  Hall,  which  accom^ 
modatei  occasionally  their  general  assembly  and  courts  of 
justice.  The  hospital  was  erected  during  the  last  French 
war,  it  is  situated  on  an  eminence  overlooking  the  city.  It 
is  two  stories  high,  having  a  wing  at  each  end  and  a  piazza 
in  front  above  and  below.  It  contains  forty  wards,  capable 
of  accommodating  five  hundred  patients,  besides  the  rooms 
appropriated  to  the  use  of  surgeons  and  other  officers, 
stores,  &c. 

Oar  army  under  General  Schuyler  have  left  their  unim- 
portant  station  at  Fort  Edward,  and  having  made  a  stand 
for  a  few  days  at  Saratoga,  they  fell  back  to  Stillwater, 
twenty-five  miles  above  Albany,  where  they  have  taken 
their  station,  and  are  daily  receiving  reenforcementi  of 
militia  and  some  continental  troops.  On  the  retreat  of 
our  army  from  Fort  Edward,  Major  Hull  commanded 
the  rear  guard,  and  being  two  miles  in  the  rear  was 
attacked  by  a  large  bo^  of  the  enemy,  and  after  a 
■erere  contest,  in  which  he  lost  thirty  or  forty  of  bis 
men,  he  was  compelled  to  retreat.  He  received  the 
thanks  of  General  Schuyler  for  his  brave  and  judicions 
conduct.  General  Burgoyne  we  learn,  is  extremely  em- 
barrSMed,  and  his  march  greatly  impeded  by  the  obstruc* 
lions  in  the  roads  effected  by  order  of  General  Schuyler  ; 
he  has  at  Imgth  however,  surmounted  numerous  difficulties, 
and  reached  the  vicinity  of  Sarat<^.  Finding  himself  ia 
want  of  provisions,  horses  to  mount  his  cavalry,  and  teams 
to  transport  his  stores  and  baggage,  he  resorted  to  one  of 
the  most  chimerical  and  romantic  projects  that  could  enter 
the  imagination  of  man.  Beii^  informed  that  a  large  quan- 
tity of  stores,  com,  cattle,  &.c.  were  deposited  at  Benning- 
ton, m  the  New  Hampshire  grants,  be  planned  an  expedition 
for  the  purpose  of  possessing  himself  of  this  treasure.  Pre- 
snning,  probably^  tJiat  bis  late  success  and  bis  nanifestohad 
IS 
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produced  such  nooderful  efliects,  Uiat  do  more  oppositioa 
would  be  made  to  his  progress  id  the  conntrj  ;  he  des- 
patched Golwel  Baum,  a  German  ofBcer,  with  a  party  of 
fire  huadred  Hessiaos  aud  tories,  and  one  hundred  Indians, 
with  two  field  pieces.  The  Colonel  was  furnished  with  the 
following  curious  instructions,  which  fell  iuto  the  hands  of 
General  Stark.  "  To  proceed  through  the  ^eir  Hampshire 
Grants,  cross  the  mountains,  scour  iKe  country,  with  Peter's 
corps,  ((oriff)  and  the  Indians,  from  Rockingham  to  Otter 
creek,  to  get  horses,  carriages,  and  cattle,  and  mount  Reidesel's 
regiment  of  dragoons ;  to  go  down  Connecticut  nver  as  far  as 
Brattleborough,  and  return  by  the  great  road  to  Mbany,  there 
to  meet  General  Bw^oyne  ;  to  endeavor  to  niake  the  country 
belieoe  it  was  the  advanced  body  of  the  GeneraVs  army  who  wa» 
to  cross  Connecticut  river  and  proceed  to  Boston  ;  and  that  at 
Springfield  they  were  to  be  joined  by  the  troops  from  Rhode 
bland.  >&ll  officers,  civil  and  military,  acting  wnrfer  the  Con- 
gress, wtre  to  be  made  prisoners.  To  tax  the  towns  where  they 
kaited,  with  such  articles  as  they  wanted,  and  take  hostages  for 
the  performance,  ^c.  You  are  to  bring  all  horses  fit  to  mount 
the  dragoons  or  to  serve  as  battalion  horses  for  the  troops,  aith  as 
many  saddles  and  bridles  as  can  be  found.  The  number  of 
horses  requisite,  besides  those  for  the  dragoons  ought  to  be  thir- 
teen hundred  ;  if  you  can  bring  more  so  much  the  better.  The 
horses  must  be  tied  in  strifes  of  ten  each,  in  order  that  one  man 
may  lead  ten  horses,"  This  redoubtable  commander  surely 
must  be  we  of  the  happiest  men  of  the  age,  to  imagine  that 
such  prodigious  achievements  were  at  his  command  ;  that 
such  invaluable  resources  were  within  his  grasp.  But, 
alas  !  the  wisest  of  men  are  liable  to  disappointment  in  their 
■anguine  calculations,  and  to  hare  their  faTorite  projects 
frustrated  hj  the  casualties  of  war.  This  is  remarkably 
verified  in  the  present  instance.  Preceded  by  the  manifesto, 
am)  having  his  commission  in  his  pocket,  Colonel  Banm 
marched,  op  the  1 4th  of  August,  at  the  head  of  his  commaiM), 
to  execute  the  orders  of  his  general  ;  he  proceeded  about 
twelve  or  thirteen  miles,  where  he  halted  and  secured  him- 
self by  intreQchments.  It  was  a  Providential  circumstance, 
that  General  Stark  was  at  or  near  Bennii^on,  with  about 
eight  hundred  New  England  militia,  part  of  whom  being 
from  the  New  Hampshire  Grants,  are  called  Green  Moun- 
tain boys.  He  advanced  towards  the  enemy  to  reconnoitre 
their  position,  and  some  skirmishing  ensued,  in  which  thirty 
of  them,  with  two  Indian  chiefs  were  killed  and  wounded, 
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with  little  loss  on  our  aide.  Colonel  Banm,  alarmed  at  hi* 
litnatioD,  dea^tched  a  messenger  to  fiurgovne  for  a  reen- 
forcement.  The  16th  being  a  very  rainy  aij,  there  was 
only  some  skirmishing  in  small  parties.  On  the  16th,  Gen- 
eral Stark,  assisted  by  Colonel  Warner,  matured  his  arrange- 
ments for  battle  ;  he  divided  bis  troops  into  three  diviaions, 
and  ordered  Colonel  Nichols,  with  two  hundred  and  fifty 
men,  to  gain  the  rear  of  the  left  wing  of  the  enemy,  and 
Colcnel  Hendrick  the  rear  of  their  right  wing,  with  three 
hundred  men,  while  he  attacked  their  front,  The  Indians, 
alarmed  at  the  appearance  of  being  surrounded,  endeavored 
to  make  their  escape  in  a  single  file  between  the  two  par- 
ties, with  their  horrid  yells  and  the  jingling  of  cow  bella. 
The  flanking  parties  approaching  each  other  in  their  rear, 
and  General  Stark,  making  a  bold  and  furioua  onset  in  front, 
a  general  and  close  conflict  ensued,  and  continned  with  more 
or  less  severity  for  about  two  houra.  Though  Colonel  Baum 
had  nearly  twice  their  numbers,  and  was  defended  by  breast 
works,  the  force  opposed  to  them  proved  irresistible,  forcing 
their  hreast  works  at  the  muzzles  of  their  guns,  and  obliging 
them  to  ground  their  arms  and  surrender  at  discretion,  so 
that  the  victory  on  our  part  was  complete.     We  took  two 

Eieces  of  brass  cannon,  and  a  number  of  prisoners,  with 
a^age,  kc.  This  was  no  sooner  accomplished,  than  Colo- 
nel Breyman,  with  one  thousand  German  troops,  arrived 
with^two  field  pieces,  to  reenforce  Colonel  Baum,  who  had 
just  been  defeated.  General  Stark's  troops  were  now  scat' 
tered,  some  attending  the  wounded,  some  guarding  the  pris- 
oners, and  still  more  in  pursuit  of  plunder  ;  and  all  exhaust- 
ed by  extreme  hunger  and  fatigue.  At  this  critical  moment, 
ColiHiel  Warner's  regiment  arrived,  and  the  other  troops 
being  rallied,  tiie  whole  were  ordered  to  advance.  A  field 
piece  had  been  taken  from  Baum  in  the  forenoon,  and  Stark 
ordered  it  to  be  drawn  to  the  scene  of  action,  but  his  inen 
havii^  never  seen  a  cannon,  knew  not  how  to  load  it,  the 
general  dismounted  and  taught  them  by  loading  it  himself, 
an  action  so<m  commenced,  and  proved  warm  and  desperate, 
in  which  both  sides  displayed  the  most  daring  bravery,  till 
sight  approached,  when  the  enetny  yielded  a  second  time  in 
one  day,  to  their  Yankee  conquerors.  The  German  troops 
being  totally  routed,  availed  themselves  of  the  darkness  of 
night  to  efi'ect  their  retreat.  The  whole  number  of  killed, 
wounded  and  prisoners,  was  nine  hundred  and  thirty-four, 
inclnding  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  tories  ;  of  this  number, 
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>ix  hundred  and  fifly'four  are  priiODorB.  Colonel  Baum 
received  a  mortal  wound,  of  which  he  aom  ailer  died.  Be- 
sides Ibe  above,  me  thouUQd  stand  of  arms,  four  braai  field 
Eieces,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dragoon  swords,  eight  loads  of 
i>S8^Si  fuxl  twenty  horses,  fell  into  our  hands-  The  loss 
on  our  side,  is  not  more  than  one  hundred  in  the  whole. 
The  officers  and  men  eimged  in  this  splendid  enterprise 
merit  all  the  praise  which  a  grateful  country  can  be- 
■tow  ;  they  fought  disciplined  troops  completely  accoutred, 
while  they  wielded  their  ordinary  firelocks  with  scarce  a 
bayonet,  and  at  first  without  camioti.  The  consequences 
must  be  most  auspicious  as  respects  our  affairs  in  the 
northern  department.  Burgoyne  must  feel  the  clippii^ 
of  another  wing,  and  it  must  diminish  his  confidence  in 
his  successful  career.  The  event  will  also  be  productive 
of  the  happiest  effects  oa  the  spirits  of  our  militia,  by  ist- 
creasii^  their  confidence  in  their  own  prowess.  The  fol- 
lowing anecdote  deserves  to  be  noticed  for  the  hixior  of  the 
person  who  is  the  subject  of  it,  though  his  name  has  not 
been  ascertained.  A  venerable  old  man  had  five  sons  in  the 
field  of  battle  near  Bennington,  and  being  told  that  he  had 
been  unfortunate  in  one  of  his  sons,  replied,  What,  has  he 
misbehaved,  did  be  desert  his  post,  or  shrink  from  the 
charge  ?  No,  sir,  says  the  informant,  worse  than  that,  be  is 
among  the  slain,  he  fell  contending  mightily  in  the  cause. 
Then  I  am  satisfied,  replied  the  good  old  man  ;  bring  him  in, 
and  lay  him  before  me,  that  I  may  behold  and  survey  the 
_  darling  of  my  soul.  On  which  the  corpse  was  brought  in  and 
laid  before  him.  He  then  called  for  a  bowl  of  water  and  a 
napkin,  and  with  his  own  hands  washed  the  gore  and  dirt 
from  his  son's  corpse,  and  wiped  his  gaping  wounds,  with  a 
complacency,  as  he  himself  expressed  it,  which  before  he 
had  never  felt  or  experienced. 

^'  Major  General  Horatio  Gates  has  superseded  Genera) 
Schuyler  as  commander  in  chief  of  the  northern  department, 
and  has  pa§Bed  through  this  city  on  his  way  to  Stillwater. 
This  appointment  will  be  very  satisfactory  to  our  armv,  as 
General  Gates  has  the  respect  and  cmfidence  of  the  New 
EWlaad  troops. 

Mlbany,  Stptembtr  id. — Genera)  Gates  has  issued  a  pro- 
clamation to  counteract  any  influence  which  Burgoyae's^aao- 
guinary  manifesto  might  have  produced,.jnterdicting  all  com- 
municatioa  with  the  royal  army  ,^  and  endeavoring  to  caUn  the 
fetn  of  tli0  iiAabitaats,  hy  promising  then  all  toe  protection 
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in  hi*  power.  Bui^oyne'*  mHiiifesto,  however,  denouncing 
fire  and  sword,  initead  of  alarming  into  submission,  excite* 
nuirenal  indignatioii  and  contempt ;  instead  of  ccnciliating, 
and  isoreaiing  the  number  of  his  friends,  serves  only  to  ex- 
asperate and  augment  our  means  of  resistance  and  opposi- 
tion  to  hi>  views.  It  was  not  long  indeed  before  some  inno- 
cent penons  were  made  victims  of  savage  barbarity,  bj 
mean*  of  the  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife,  in  the  hands  of 
^e  barturians  under  his  command.  Amoi^  the  first  of  these 
victinu,  was  Miss  Jenny  McCrea,  who  was  murdered  in  a 
mamwr  extremely  ibocking  to  the  feelings  of  humanity. 
The  father  of  Miss  McCrea  was  friendly  towards  the  roytd- 
i*ta,  and  the  young  lady  was  engaged  to  marry  a  refugee 
officer  in  Burgoyne's  army,  by  the  name  of  Jones,  and  wait- 
ed bis  arrival  in  order  to  have  the  marriage  coDsnmmated. 
When  onr  simy  retreated  from  Fort  Edward,  Miss  McCrea 
liad  the  indiscretion  to  remain  behind,  probably  with  the 
expectation  of  meeting  ber  lover.  The  Indians,  however, 
socm  made  her  tbeir  prisoner,  and  m  their  return  towards 
Burgoyne's  camp,  a  quarrel  arose  to  decide  who  should  hold 
possessicB  of  the  fair  prize.*  Durii^  Uie  controversy,  one 
of  the  monsters  strucK  his  tomahaf^  into  her  skull,  and 
immediately  stripped  off  her  scalp. 

General  Gates  complains  to  General  Burgoyne  of  this  and 
ether  outrages  in  the  following  words.  "  A  young  lady.  Miss 
HcCrea,  fovely  to  the  sight,  of  virtuous  character  and  ami- 
able dispontion,  engaged  to  be  married  to  an  officer  in  your 
army,  was,  with  other  women  and  children,  taken  out  of  a  ' 
lumse  near  Fort  Edward,  carried  into  the  woods,  and  there 
scalped  and  mangled  in  a  moat  shocking  manner.  Two 
parents  with  their  six  children,  were  all  treated  with  the 
same  itdiumaai^,  while  quietly  residii^;  in  their  own  happy 
and  peaceful  dwellings.  The  miserable  fate  of  Miss  Mc 
Crea  was  peculiarly  aggravated  by  her  beii^  dressed  to 
receive  her  promis^  husoaiid — hut  met  her  murderer,  em- 
plt^ed  by.  you.  Upwards  of  one  hundred  men,  women  and 
tdtildreOf  have  perished  by  the  hands  of  ruffians,  to  whom  it 
is  asserted  you  have  paid  the  price  of  blood."  This  appears 
since  to  be  rather  an  exaggerated  chaise.  In  General  Bur- 
goyne's reply,   he  says,  **  The  fact  was  no  premeditated 

*  It  hu  tumolij  bam  uatrtad  Ihil  Mr.  Josoa,  tha  pmniKil  huibud,  offend 
tb*  '"■'■^■n  »  bural  <of  mm  if  (Iw;  woald  bria|  Hot  McCrtt  to  tua  qurtari,  uid 


I  if  (baj  woald  briaf  Him  McCitk  to  tua  qurtan,  uid  i| .    . 

M  oT  iIm  quural  betwaan  (ha  two  Indiaw,  M  the  muh  ^ 
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barbarity,  oo  the  contrftrr,  two  chiefB  who  hid  broosbt  MUi 
McCrea  off,  for  the  parpose  of  secarity,  not  of  violence  to 
her  person,  disputed  which  should  be  her  guard,  and  in  a  fit 
of  savage  passion,  in  the  one  from  whose  hands  she  was 
snatched,  the  unhappy  woman  became  the  victim."  He  ex- 
presses sorrow  and  regret  for  the  tragic  scenes,  and  further 
states  that  he  obliged  the  Indians  to  give  up  the  murderer 
into  his  hands,  and  he  certainly  should  nave  suffered  an  ^no> 
minious  death,  had  he  not  been  convinced  that  a  pardon  on 
his  terms  would  be  more  efficacious  than  an  execution,  to 
prevent  further  mischief.  That  he  paid  for  scalps  he  de- 
nies ;  but  the  Indians  were  to  receive  compensation  for 
prisoners.  This  cruel  conduct  of  the  royalists  is  contem- 
plated with  horror  and  detestation  by  all  ranks  of  people, 
except  their  friends  and  adherents.  It  is  impossible  not  to 
detest  that  cause  and  that  army  which  accepts  the  aid  <^ 
savage  auxiliaries,  and  encourages  them  in  inhuman  slau^- 
ter  and  bloodshed.  This  measure  was  certainly  counten- 
anced and  recommended  by  his  Majesty  and  his  ministers, 
and  General  Burgoyne  acknowledges  that  he  allowed  the 
Indians  to  take  the  scalps  of  the  dead.  It  must  be  painful 
for  the  impartial  historian  to  record,  and  it  will  require  the 
strongest  faith  of  the  reader  in  future  ages  to  credit,  the 
disgraceful  story,  that  Britons,  who  pride  themselves  on  their 
civility,  and  humanity,  employed  the  wild  savages  of  the 
wilderness  in  a  war  against  a  people  united  to  them  by  the 
ties  of  consanguinity.  That  age,  and  the  helpless  Invalid, 
women,  and  children  at  the  breast,  are  all  alike  subjected  to 
the  merciless  fury  of  barbarians.  That  British  generals  should 
be  so  regardless  of  the  dignity  of  their  station,  and  the  voice 
of  humanity,  as  to  receive  from  the  hands  of  these  fero- 
cious wretches  the  scalps  torn  from  the  skulls  of  innocent 
persons  ! 

ISth. — There  is  a  constant  intercourse  kept  up  between 
this  city  and  our  army  near  Stillwater,  by  which  we  are 
regularly  apprised  of  daily  occurrences.  It  is  now  ascer- 
tained  that  Burgoyne  has  crossed  the  Hudson,  and  encamped 
at  Saratoga,  about  thirty-six  miles  above  Albany. 

nth. — General  Gates,  reposing  full  confidence  in  the 
courage  and  strength  of  his  army,  seems  to  have  determined 
to  march  and  confront  his  formidable  enemy,  and  endeavor  to 
force  him  and  his  troops  back  to  Canada,  which,  in  his  orders, 
issued  to  inspire  his  troops  with  ardor,  he  says,  "  has  been 
successfully  begun  by  General  Stai'k  and  Colonel  Warner  at 
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the  eaatTTard  ;  and  bj  General  Herkimer  and  Colonel  Gan- 
BevoTt  at  tbe  westward  ;  and  cannot,  with  the  blessing  of 
Heaven,  fail  to  be  equall}r  prosperous  in  tbe  hands  of  the 
generals  and  soldiers  appointed  to  face  the  enemy's  main 
army  at  the  northward.  If  tbe  murder  of  aged  parents, 
with  their  innocent  children  ;  if  mangling  tbe  blooming  vir- 
gin, and  inofTenaive  youth,  are  inducements  to  revenge — if 
the  righteous  cause  of  freedom,  and  the  happiness  of  poster- 
ity, are  motives  to  stimulate  to  conquer  their  mercenary  and 
mercilesi  foes,  the  time  is  now  come,  when  they  are  called 
on  by  their  country,  by  their  general,  and  by  every  thing 
divine  and  human,  to  vanquish  the  foe." 

\8th,  and  19tA.— 'Our  army  is  advancing  towards  the  enemy 
in  three  columns,  under  Generals  Lincoln  and  Arnold,  Gen- 
era] Gates  in  tbe  centre.  A  terrible  conflict  is  daily  ex- 
pected, both  parties  appear  to  be  determmed  to  commence 
the  work  of  destruction.' 

20(h. — By  espreBs  arrived  in  this  city  last  night,  it  is 
announced  that  the  two  armies  fought  in  the  field,  yesterday, 
a  very  sangoinary  battle,  the  particulars  of  which  are  not 
fully  understood  ;  but  it  is  reported  that  from  the  closeness 
and  obstinacy  of  the  combat,  the  carnage  on  both  sides  was 
prodigious.  It  is  with  inexpressible  satisfaction  that  we 
learn  our  troops  behaved  with  that  undaunted  bravery  which 
has  secured  to  them  the  victory,  and  were  it  not  for  the 
darkness  of  the  evening  when  the  battle  closed,  it  would 
have  been  more  complete. 

21st,  and  32d. — A  considerable  number  of  officers  and 
soldiers  who  were  wounded  in  the  late  battle,  have  been 
brought  here  to  be  accommodated  m  our  hospital,  or  in  pri- 
vate houses  in  this  city.  Several  of  these  unfortunate  not 
brave  men  have  received  wounds  of  a  very  formidable  and 
dangerous  nature,  and  many  of  them  must  be  subjected  to 
capital  operations. 

tSd. — From  the  officers  who  were  engaged  in  the  battle, 
I  have  obtamed  the  following  particulars.  Our  army  under 
tbe  command  of  General  Gates,  was  stationed  in  the  vicinity 
of  Stillwater,  when  they  advanced  towards  the  enemy  and 
offered  them  battle.  Colonel  Morgan's  regiment  of  rifle- 
men, and  Major  Dearborn's  light  infantry,  being  in  front, 
received  the  first  fire  about  noon,  on  the  19th  instant.  Gen- 
.erat  Bnrgoyne  was  at  the  bead  of  his  army,  and  Generals 
Phillips,  Reidesel  and  Frazer,  with  their  respective  com- 
mandt,  were  actively  engaged.    At  about  three  o'clock; 


S8  HILITAKT  JOURNAL,  1777.         [lErTEUBEE. 

both  armies  being  formed  in  a  line  of  battle,  the  action  be- 
came general,  and  tfae  combatants  on  both  sides  evinced  that 
ardor  and jeallaotry  which  shows  a  determination  fo  conquer 
or  die.  The  firing  for  about  three  hours  was  incessant,  with 
coDtimied  tremendous  roar  and  blaze,  filling  the  field  with  car- 
nage and  death.  Few  battles  have  been  more  obstinate  and 
unyielding — at  one  point  the  British  are  overpowered  ;  but  be- 
ing reenlorced,  the  Americans  are  baffled  ;  these,  being  sup- 
ported and  renpwinE  their  efforts,  regain  their  advantages  ; 
the  same  ground  is  occupied  altematelj,  the  dead  and 
wounded  of  both  parties  are  mingled  together.  The  British 
resort  repeatedly  to  their  bayonets  without  effect — the 
Atnericans  resist  and  foil  their  attempts.  Captain  Jones,  of 
the  British  artilleiy,  had  the  command  of  four  pieces  of 
cannon,  which  he  ctmdncted  with  great  skill  and  valor  till  he 
fell,  and  thirty-sis  out  of  forty-eight  of  his  artillery  men  were 
killed  or  wounded  ;  hi^  cannon  were  repeatedly  taken  and 
retaken,  but  finally  remained  with  the  enemy  for  the  want  of 
hones  to  bring  them  off.  During  the  engagement,  a  number 
of  our  soldiers  placed  themselves  in  the  boughs  of  high  trees, 
in  the  rear  and  flanks,  and  took  every  opportunity  of  destroy- 
ing the  British  officers  by  single  shot  ;  m  one  instance,  Gen- 
eral Burgoyne  was  the  object,  but  the  aid  de  camp  of  Gen- 
eral Phillips  received  the  ball  through  his  arm  while  deliv- 
ering a  message  to  Burgoyne  ;  the  mistake,  it  is  said,  was 
occasioned  by  having  bis  saddle  famished  with  rich  lace,  and 
was  supposed  by  the  marksman,  to  be  the  British  com- 
mander. In  the  dusk  of  evening  the  battle  terminated,  tfaa 
British  in  one  quarter  silently  retreating,  the  Americans  in 
another  give  way  and  quit  the  long  c<»itested  field.  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Brooks,  with  tbe  eighth  Massachusetts  regi- 
ment, remained  in  tbe  field  till  aoont  eleven  o'clock,  and 
was  the  last  who  retired.  Major  Hull  commanded  a  detach- 
ment of  three  hundred  men,  who  fought  with  such  signal 
ardor,  that  more  than  half  of  them  were  killed  or  wounded. 
The'wbolo  number  of  Americans  engaged  in  this  actiffli,  was 
about  two  thousand  five  hundred  ;  the  remainder  of  the 
army,  from  its  unfavorable  situation,  took  little  or  no  part  in 
the  action.  The  British  have  suffered  a  toss,  as  is  supposed, 
(^  more  than  five  hundred  Jn  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners. 
On  tbe  side  of  the  Americans,  sixty-four  were  killed,  two 
hundred  and  seventeen  wounded,  and  thirty-eight  missing. 
Among  the  killed,  are  Colonels  Adams  and  Colbum,  two 
valuable  officers,  much  regretted.     The  victory  on  this 
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important  occuioa  h  claimed  by  the  eumyt  but  the  adran- 
tagea  are  most  decidedly  on  the  side  of  the  Americans ; 
they  were  the  assailants — they  held  their  ground  duri^  the 
day,  and  at  the  close  retired  to  their  encampment  withont 
being  pnnued.  The  rt^al  army  lay  all  the  ensuii^  night  <Kl 
their  arms  at  some  distance  from  the  field  of  battle. 

S^h. — Genera!  Lincoln  having  the  command  of  a  body  of 
New  England  militia,  detached  Colonel  Brown  with  6vo 
hnndred  men  to  the  landing  at  Lake  George,  about  three 
miles  from  Ticmderoga,  and  more  than  forty  mites  in  the 
rear  of  the  British  arn^.  Two  other  detachments  were 
sent  towards  Monnt  Independence,  Fort  Ann  and  Port  Ed- 
ward. '  These  expeditions  bemg  faithfully  executed,  were 
atteitded  with  complete  success.  Col(»iel  Brown  had  the 
address  to  surprise  all  Uie  outposts  in  the  viciaity  of  Ticon- 
dcR^,  and  took  immediate  possession  of  Mount  Defiance, 
Mount  Hopt,  and  a  block  house,  with  two  hundred  batteaui^ 
an  armed  tloop,  and  several  gun  boats,  about  three  hundred 
pris(Kiers,  with  their  small  arms,  and  released  one  hundred 
American  prisoners  from  their  confinement. 

^i&ony,  October  1st. — The  situation  of  the  royal  army 
under  Burgoyne,  is  now  considered  extremely  precarious ; 
his  march  to  Albany  is  deemed  absolutely  impracticable,  and 
a  retreat  to  Canada  must  be  attended  with  insurmountable 
^ficulties  and  dangers.  It  is  well  understood,  that  he  cal- 
cnlates  on  the  co^qieration  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  by  sending, 
fVom  New  York,  a  force  up  the  North  river  to  endeavor  to 
effect  a  passage  to  Albany,  or  at  least,  to  occasion  such 
alarm,  as  to  draw  off  a  part  of  General  Gates'  arfoy  from 
before  him.  Messengers  or  persons  in  the  character  of  spief> 
are  frequently  suspected  of  passing  from  one  British  com- 
Boaitder  to  the  other.  A  man,  by  name  Nathan  Palmer,  waa, 
a  few  days  since,  seized  in  General  Putnam's  camp,  at 
Peekskill,  under  suspicious  circumstances,  and  on  trial  was 
found  to  be  a  lieutenant  in  the  tory  new  levies,  and  be  wa$ 
executed  as  a  spy.* 

I,  coamudar  at  Uu  lixj  nov  ttrim,  lUttmii  Ommnl  PM- 


dwoU  be  aiecoted.    IIU  drew  tram  hita  ilw  G>Uowiii|  Uconic  i^ly. 

ISRAEL  PirrNAM, 


Sir— NaihiD  Palmer,  ■  licntcoanl  in  tout  kiDg'i  nrrica,  «u  Ufcaa  b  «r 
uaip  u  ■  tpn. — he  »*■  tried  uaqqri— «  wta  uiadtmaad  mjpf,  iwd  jm 
nu;  nM  Mbu*cI,  lir,  that  he  ahall  ba  huged  (  -      " 
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4th. — hj  iatelligeDce  from  camp,  it  ^>pean,  tliat  Bur- 
goyna  hae  throtvn  up  a  line  of  eDtreachmentB  m  front  of  hit 
eanp,  and  h  making  every  pouible  effort  to  itreogthen  hit 
pOBitioD  and  prepare  for  another  conflict.  The  Canadian! 
ud  his  savage  allies  beii^  greatly  disBatisfieil  and  discou- 
raged,  have  deserted  his  standard  since  the  last  battl«. 
The  advantages  obtained  over  the  enemy  oo  this  occasion, 
excites  the  greatest  exultation  and  rejoicing  throughout  our 
army  and  country.  It  it  indeed  a  remariiable  fact,  ffhich 
must  animate  the  heart  of  every  friend  to  the  cause  <^ 
America,  that  our  troops,  so  little  accustomed  to  encounter 
the  prowess  of  European  veterans,  and  the  peculiar  WBrfare 
of  the  sarages,  should  face  these  enemies  with  such  undaunt- 
ed courage  and  intrepidity.  Sanguine  hopes  are  now  enter- 
tained, that  we  shall,  by  the  help  «f  Providence,  be  finally 
enabled  to  destroy  or  capture  the  whole  British  army.  Our 
troops  are  panting  for  another  opportunity  of  displaying  tirair 
valor,  and  another  dreadful  ctmnict  is  daily  expected  ;  alter- 
nate hopes  and  fears  continually  agitate  our  muds  and  create 
the  greatest  anxiety  and  st^icitude.  What  can  excite  ideas 
more  noble  and  snblime,  than  impendic^  military  events,  on 
which  depend  the  destiny  of  a  nation  ? 

6tk. — An  express  passed  through  tliis  city,  on  his  fray  to 
General  Gates's  head  quarters,  with  the  infwtoatioa,  that  a 
detachment  of  troops  from  New  York,  supposed  to  be  about 
four  thousand,  under  command  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  tu>d 
General  Yaughaa,  have  undertaken  an  expedition  up  the 
North  river.  Their  object  undoubtedly  is,  to  possess  t^era- 
mIvcs  »f  Fort  Montgomery,  and  F»rt  Clinton,  in  the  High 
Xiands,  and  to  make  a  diversion  in  favor  of  Burgoyne.  Gen- 
eral Putnam  was  stationed  at  Peekshill  with  a  small  force, 
but  being  totally  unable  to  cope  with  the  enemy,  has  retired 
|o  soipa  distance.  Should  this  expedition  be  crowned  with 
auQCfsS)  it  will  be  in  the  power  of  Kr  Henry  Clinton,  to 
fonvoj  his  army  tp  this  city,  and  even  to  our  camp  at  Still- 
water, which  will  place  our  army  between  two  fires. 
Should  General  Gates  detach  a  part  of  his  troops  to  oppose 
the  marcl)  of  General  Clinton,  it  will  liberate  Burgoyne, 
*Ofi  he  would  probably  force  his  way  to  this  city.  In  either 
event,  the  consequences  must  be  exceedingly  disastrous  to 
our  country.    We  tremble  with  apprehension. 

8lA. — The  anticipated  important  intelligence  has  just 
rdacfaed  us,  that  a  most  severe  engagement  took  place  yes- 
terday, between  the  two  armies,  at  a  place  between  Still- 
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water  and  Saratc^,  called  Bemis'  Heights.  It  it  supposed 
to  hare  been  the  hardest  fought  battle,  and  the  inost  honor- 
able to  our  army,  of  anj  since  the  commencement  of  hostil- 
ities. The  enemj  was  completely  repulsed  in  every  quar- 
ter, and  his  defeat  was  attended  with  irreparable  loss  oi 
officers,  men,  artillery,  tents,  and  baggage.  Our  officers 
and  men  acquired  the  highest  honor,  they  fought  like  heroes, 
and  their  loss  is  very  inconsiderable.  General  Arnold  has 
received  a  wound  in  his  leg.  I  am  impatient  to  receive  the 
particular  details  of  this  capital  event. 

0th  and  lOth. — I  am  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  from  our 
officers,  a  particular  account  of  the  glorious  event  of  the  7th 
instiant.  The  advanced  parties  of  the  two  armies  came 
into  contact,  about  three  o'clock  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  and 
immediately  displayed  their  hostile  attitude.  The  Ameri- 
cans soon  approached  the  royal  army,  and  each  party  in 
defiance  awaited  the  deadly  blow.  The  gallant  Colonel 
Morgan,  at  the  head  of  his  famous  rifle  corps,  and  Major 
Dearborn,  leading  a  detachn^nt  of  infantry,  commenced  the 
aetion,  and  rushed  courageously  on  the  British  grenadiers, 
commanded  by  Major  Ackland  ;  and  the  furious  attack  was 
most  firmly  resisted.  In  all  parts  of  the  field,  the  conflict 
became  extremely  arduous  and  obstinate  ;  an  unconquerable 
spirit  on  each  side  disdaining  to  yield  the  palm  of  victory. 
Death  appeared  to  have  lost  his  terrors  ;  breaches  in  the 
ranks  were  no  sooner  made  than  supplied  by  fresh  combat- 
ants awaiting  a  similar  fate.  At  length  the  Americans  press 
forward  with  renewed  strength  and  ardor,  and  compel  the 
whole  British  line,  commanded  by  Burgoyne  himself,  to  yield 
to  their  deadly  fire,  and  they  retreat  in  disorder.  The  Ger- 
man troops  remain  firmly  posted  at  their  lines  ;  these  were 
now  boldly  assaulted  by  Brigadier  General  Lamed,  and 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Brooks,  at  the  head  of  their  respective 
commands,  with  such  intrepidity,  that  the  works  were  carri- 
ed, and  their  brave  commander.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Brey- 
man  was  slain.  The  Germans  were  pursued  to  their  en- 
campment, which,  with  all  the  equipage  of  the  brigade,  fell 
into  our  hands.  Colonel  Cilley,  of  General  Poor's  brigade, 
having  acquitted  himself  honorably,  was  seen  astride  on  a 
brass  field  piece,  exulting  in  the  capture.  Major  Hull,  of  the 
Massachusetts  line,  was  among  those  who  so  bravely  stormed 
the  enemy's  entrenchments,  and  acted  a  conspicuous  part. 
General  Arnold,  in  consequence  of  a  serious  misunderstand- 
ing with  General  Gates,  was  not  vested  with  any  commands 
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by  which  he  was  exceedingly  chagrined  and  irritated.  He 
entered  the  field,  howerer,  and  hu  conduct  was  marked  with 
jnteoiperate  rashness  ;  flouridung  his  sword  and  animating 
the  troops,  he  struck  an  sfficer  on  the  head  without  cause, 
and  gave  bim  a  considerable  wound.  In  the  heat  of  the 
action,  when  our  tromis  were  gaining  advantage,  be  ordered 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Brooks,  at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  to 
force  the  German  lines,  which  was  instantly  obeyed,  and 
they  boldly  entered  at  the  sally  port  together,  where  Arnold 
received  a  wound  in  his  leg,  un  his  horse  was  killed  under 
him.  Nightfall  put  a  stop  to  our  brilliant  career,  though  the 
victory  is  most  decisive,  and  it  is  with  pride  and  exultatiim 
that  we  recoont  the  triumph  of  American  bravery.  Besides 
laeutenant  CtJonel  Breyman  slain,  General  Frazer,  one  of 
the  most  valuable  officers  in  the  British  service,  was  mor- 
tally wounded,  and  survived  but  a  few  hours.'  Sir  Francis 
Clark,  aid  de  camp  to  General  Burgoyne,  was  brought  into 
our  camp  with  a  mortal  wound,  and  Major  Ackland,  who  com- 
manded the  British  grenadiers,  was  wounded  through  both 
legs,  and  is  our  prisoner.  Several  other  officers,  and  about 
two  hundred  privates  are  prisoners  in  oar  hands,  with  nine 
pieces  of  canuoii  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  anununitioo, 
which  was  much  wanted  for  our  troops.  The  loss  «>  our 
side  is  supposed  not  to  exceed  thirty  killed,  and  ooe  hundred 
wounded,  in  obtaining  this  signal  victory.  . 

Il(^. — The  night  afler  the  battle,  Burgoyne  silently 
moved  from  his  position,  and  tn  the  8th,  there  was  c<»8ider- 
able  ekirmishing  throuj^  the  day,  with  some  loss  oa  both 
sides.  We  have  to  lament  the  misfortune  of  Major  Gen- 
■  era!  Lincoln,  who,  while  reconnoitring  the  enemy,  ad- 
vanced so  near,  that  a  whole  volley  of  musketry  was  dis- 
chaiged  at  him,  and  be  received  a  dangerous  wound  in  his 
leg.  It  is  reported,  that  the  day  after  uie  battle,  upwards 
of  me  hundred  of  the  enemy's  dead  were  found  unburied  in 
the  field.  General  Gates  having  detached  a  body  of  trows 
to  get  into  the  rear  of  the  British  army,  Burgoyne  todc  the 
alarm,  and  resolved  to  retreat  immediately  to  Semt(^  ; 

•  The  dHth  gf  Oaatni  Fnua,  from  ProftMor  SUIiau'i  Timnk,  "Imtka 
■ctioD  oT  7lb  Oetofaar,  1T77,  Tnim  »u  tha  loal  ot  tha  Britufa  vb;,  tai  ww  ioM 
chaDfing  IIm  diqMdtiOB  of  ■  pvt  of  tb*  Iroopa  to  rapal  >  Mnu  iapnaion  vfiidi 
tk*  Amarieua  bad  maik,  ud  wan  Mill  makiu,  on  tba  BritiibHtkt,  wbta  Hanaii 
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acoordingly  in  the  niglit  of  the  9tb  inatant,  be  ■ilently  uored 
off,  learinr  in  our  poatesaioD  his  hoBpiUl,  contaiaiag  three 
handred  sick  and  irouiided,  with  medicinal  stores,  and  tiro 
hmdred  barrels  of  flonr,  &c.  It  is  a  fact,  both  unaccounta- 
Ue  and  di^aceful  that  on  their  retreat  the;  committed 
Ike  most  wanton  devastatioDs,  burning  and  destrojuig  almnt 
ttrarj  bouse  within  their  reach  ;  the  elegant  and  valuable 
country  seat  of  Qeneral  Scbnyler,  near  Saratoga,  did  not 
Moape  their  furj.  The  situation  of  the  royal  armr  is  now 
eztreaely  deplorable,  and  there  is  scarcdy  a  possibility  of 
their  final  escape.  General  Gates  has  so  arrange*}  bis  forces 
utocut  off  their  retreat,  and  is  endeavoring  to  surround 
tbeH  (m  every  quarter.  May  the  Almighty  Ruler  grant 
tkit  oar  efforts  may  be  crowned  with  still  more  glorioui 
Bvcceu. 

ISA. — The  wounded  officers  and  soldiers  of  our  army,  anf 
these  of  the  enemy  who  have  fallen  into  our  bands,  are 
eromliiK  into  our  hospital,  and  require  our  constant  atten- 
tion. Im  last  nigbt  I  watched  with  the  celebrated  General 
Anold,  whose  leg  was  badly  fractured  by  a  musket  bail 
iridle  in  the  engagement  with  the  enemy  oa  the  7th  instant. 
He  ii  very  peevish  and  impatient  under  his  misfortunes,  and 
xeqiiired  all  my  attention  during  the  night,  but  I  devoted  an 
hour  in  writbg  a  letter  to  a  iriend  in  Boston  detailii^  the 
particulars  of  the  late  battle. 

In  the  severe  battle  of  the  7th,  General  Burgoyne  him- 
■fllf,  it  is  BOW  ascertained,  had  a  hair  breadth  escape,  having 
cne  bullet  pass  through  his  bat  and  another  tore  ois  waist- 
coat." 

*  Hm  Mbwing  macdau  Aomt  the  inuniiisnt  dingsr  to  vbidi  t.  put  oT  Gsmnl 
0«Mi'(  vnjwuM  oiM  tint  BipaHd.  Goncnl  Galea  hid  ncsirsd  «h*t  he  tup- 
plMdta  be  e«naia  BMllifence  tiut  UHmiin  body  of  Bnr|ofiig'i  *npir  hut  nvched 
•ff  ftr  IW  JEdwud,  and  that  ■  mr  giard  onl*  wu  left  in  tin  camp,  who  after  a 
-*"•  — •  to  pMfc  gf  u  (hit  H  poniUe,  le»in|  the  hetty  h^—  t-i.;~rf     n- 

dodsd  tokdnDce  uti  tttaok  tba  camp  is  haU* 

Km  ddol  btifida,  croaMt  Uw  Santof*  Cr«ak  Si 
■fona  had  a  ubd  fcrmed  bahiad  •  pand  of  brail 
J  wWs  Uia  attack  was  to  be  made.  0«wra 
ID  the  point  dT  JoUowinf  Ntmo.    Jun  ai  ha  eotcrad  tba  w 

_      Mldiai  etiHiii,  whom  ha  called  and  eumuied.     Thii  nUiar 

daiMtcr,  aod  oomiianlcatad  the  tctt  inportanl  <kc(,  that  ths  whole  ftitiih  may 
•  ■  ' 1,  which  c         ■   ■    ■       - 


, , , , y  bagfue  betu 

—  it  waa  eoacladaJ  to  adnnce  and  attaok  tha  camp  in  haU*  an  Cmt.  Oaoaral 
Nlua'ibeuu  tba  eldaM  btifida,  croaaed  tha  Santog*  Cr«ak  Srat :  unknown  to  tba 
ABariaaMi  Bofona  had  a  UBafcrmedbahudapand  ofbraihwaod  to  npporttba 
•oat  if  attiBarT  lAan  Uia  attack  waa  to  ba  made.     Oenaral   GloTcr,   with   hia 

brifada,  ii  " 


<iaw.  Nixon  waa  inmadiilalj  atopoadi  and  the  intelligence  being  coauniuiiciu4 
toOaaenl  Galaa,  tha  order  ftr  aUaiA  wai  initantlir  coDDlennanded,  and  thelnHpa 
oidered  te  retora ;  bat  baAn  they  coaU  recroaa  the  creek,  the  eaeray '■  artillwy 
apaaedaathairraat.aDdaMa«kiai«aaao<talned.  Hue  wu  a  neat  critical  utoa.. 
tiaa,aBdbBtf)irihafert«natatiiinloftbedeaerier,thet«obrifade*munh>TB  been 
JwBD]ni,Mi<fwfcaMyiHehftwt«bletUTnoftaate««fftctid,  uleeaahlaBargoyBt 
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We  have  the  most  flatterii^  aecoants  from  ctmp.  '  Oar 
army  is  now  posted  wlthia  musket  ihot  of  the  enemr  at 
8arat(^,  and  are  formiDg  a  circle  round  them.  Some 
skirmisfaiag  takes  place  every  day,  in  which  we  have  taken 
one  hundred  and  twenty  prisoners,  and  have  received  one 
hundred  and  sixty  deserters.  A  party  of  oar  men  have 
taken  ttftj  hatteaux  loaded  with  provisions,  stores,  and  med- 
icitiea,  amonj;  which  are  one  thousaud  barrels  of  pork  and 
beef.  This  must  be  to  the  enemy  an  irreparable  loss,  and  a 
blow  which  must  hasten  the  destruction  or  surrender  of  their 
whole  army. 

-  \4lh. — We  have  now  a  confirmation  of  the  intelligence 
that  Sir  Henry  Clinton  and  General  Vaughan  have  pushed 
op  the  North  river,  and  made  &  saccessful  attack  on  our 
forts  at  the  Highlands.  Fort  Montgomery  and  Fort  Clinton, 
Rre  near  each  other,  on  the  wefltern  bank  of  the  Hudson. 
They  have  been  con<iidered  of  great  importance  as  defensive 
posts,  against  the  passage  of  the  enemy  op  the  river.  In 
addition  to  these  forts,  a  strong  boom,  and  an  iron  chain  of 
immeDse  size,  were  stretched  across  the  river,  and  a  frigate 
and  two  gallies  were  stationed  above  them.  By  these  means 
it  was  always  supposed  that  the  position  was  invulnerable, 

Erovided  a  proper  number  of  troops  were  posted  in  the  forts  ; 
ut  it  unfortunately  happened  that  most  of  the  continental 
troops  were  necessarily  called  off  to  join  General  Gates's 
army.  The  forts  were  defended  by  Governor  George  Clin- 
tm,  and  his  brother,<General  James  Clinton,  of  New  York, 
having  about  six  hundred  militia  men,  a  force  greatly  inade- 
quate to  thb  defence  of  the  works.  The  enemy  came  up 
the  river,  landed,  and  appeared  unexpectedly,  and  demanded 
r  surrender  of  the  forts,  which  being  resolutely  refused, 
were  taken  by  assault,  though  not  without  a  firm  and  brave 
resistance.  -  General  James  ,^Clinton  received  a  bayonet 
wound  in  his  thigh,  but  he  and  the  Governor,  with  a  part  of 
the  garrison,  made  their  escape,  leaving  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty  men  killed,  woundecl,  and  prisoners.  The  enemy 
suffered  a  severe  loss  of  three  field  officers  killed,  and  their 
dead  and  wounded  is  estimated  at  about  three  hundred. 
General  Putnam,  who  commanded  at  Peekskill,   in  the  vi- 


toprogreBi  in  hinrouie  to  Albanj,  or  ■■■fa  nlnU  into  Cunclx.  In  hi*  nimliTB  of 
the  BipsditiMi  uudir  hii  comnaiul,  Burfojaa  laaMinU  lh«  ■ocidaal  which  occuicHi. 
ed  tha  rtilwe  oT  hiiitr^U|sn,  u  ona  of  Iba  aoat  ulTaria  flrokeaoT  Ibrtuaoilariu 
it  natcr  lo  Ibtgn  dw  nnvkabl*  pr«?idMUul 
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cinity,  having  a  small  force  otlj  to  guard  the  deposit  of  stores, ' 
was  obliged  to  retire,  and  the  barracks,  stores,  and  provi- 
sions, to  a  very  considerable  anoHtit,  fell  into  the  handa  of 
the  enesijr  and  were  destroyed.  With  waDtoD  cruelt;  they 
set  fire  to  the  houses  and  buildings  of  every  description, 
and  spread  ruin  and  devastation  to  the  extent  of  their  pow- 
er.  To  ecnsummate  their  destructive  scheme,  General 
Vaugfaan  destroyed  by  cooflagratioo,  the  beautiful  town  of 
Esopus,  with  the  church,  and  every  other  building  it  con- 
tained. Thus  we  experience  the  horrid  effects  of  malice 
and  revenge  ;  where  they  cauot  conquer,  they  wanttaily 
exterminate  and  destroy.  They  are  well  apprised  of  the 
disastrous  and  desperate  situation  of  their  boastful  General 
Bargoyne,  and  if  they  dare  not  march  to  his  relief,  they  can 
cowardly  retaliate  by  conflagration  with  impunity.  It  is  the 
prevalent  opinion  here,  that  by  taking  advantage  of  wind  and 
tide,  K  is  in  the  power  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  convey  his 
forces  to  this  city  within  the  space  of  Gve  or  six  hours,'  and 
baving  arrived  here,  a  march  of  about  twenty  miles  will 
cariT  him  without  opposition  to  Stillwater,  which  must 
bivoire  General  Gates  m  mexpressible  embarrassment  and 
difficult,  by  placii^  him  between  two  armies,  and  thereby 
eictricatins  Bargoyne  from  bis  perilous  situation.  'We  have 
been  treoabling  alive  to  this  menacing  prospect,  but  our  fean 
are  in  a  measare  allayed  by  the  followii^  singular  incident. 
After  the  capture  of  Fort  Montgomery,  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
despatched  a  measeager  by  the  name  of  Daniel  Taylor,  to 
BureofM  with  the  intelligence  ;  fortunately  he  was  taken 
on  his  way  as  a  spy,  and  finding  himself  in  danger,  he  was 
seen  to  tnm  aside  and  take  something  from  his  pocket  and 
swallow  it.  General  George  Clinton,  into  whose  bands  he 
bad  fallen,  ordered  a  severe  dose  of  emetic  tartar  lo  be 
administered  ;  this  produced  the  happiest  efTect  as  respects 
the  prescriber ;  bat  it  proved  fatal  to  the  patient.  He 
.discfaarged  a  small  silver  bullet,  which  being  unscrewed,  was 
found  to  enclose  a  letter  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  Bur- 
goyne.  "  Out  of  thine  own  mouth  thou  shalt  be  condemn- 
ed." The  spy  was  tried,  convicted  and  executed.  The 
following  is  an  exact  copy  id*  the  letter  inclosed. 

Fori  Montgoneiy,  October  ^h,  1777. 
Nous  v<Hci — and  nothing  between  us  but  GaUt.   1  sincerely 
hope  this  liltU  success  of  ours  may  facilitate  your  operations. 
In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  28(h  of  Septrmber  by  C  C. 
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i'lhall  obIj  mj,  I  camtot  preiame  to  order,  or  eren  adviM, 
for  reuoDi  c^nous.     I  heartily  wish  you  ancceai.. 
F^tttfullT  Toars, 

H.  CUNTON. 
To  General  Bitrgoytu. 

■  \4tk. — An  exproM  from  eamp.  Burgqrne  bu  tbia  day 
nitcie  proposals  to  Oeoeral  Gat«i  to  enter  into  a  treaty  for 
the  surreiwer  of  his  army.  '  He  desires  a  ceasatimi  of  arms 
till  the  preliminarr  terms  can  be  settled,  to  which  General 
Gates  has  assented.  The  glorious  event  is  about  to  be  eon* 
snmmated. 

16lA,  and  16t&.— BarKoyne's  message  to  General  Gates 
by  the  hands  of  Major  Kingatoo  is  as  f<rfh)ws. 

Ottobtr  14IA,  1777. 

"  After  having  fought  you  twice,  Lieutenant  General  Bnr- 
gope  has  waited  some  days,  in  his  preaont  positim,  deter- 
mined to  try  a  third  conflict  against  any  force  you  could 
bring  to  attack  him. 

"  He  is  apprised  of  the  superiority  of  your  numbers,  and 
the  disposition  ^  your  tro^u  to  impede  his  aupplies  and  ren- 
der his  retreat  a  scene  of  carnage  on  both  sides.  In  this 
situation  he  is  impelled  by  bumantty,  and  thinks  himself  justi- 
fied by  established  princii^s  and  precedents  of  state  and  of 
war,  to  spare  the  lives  of  brave  men  on  honorable  terms  : 
should  Major  General  Gates  be  inclined  to  treat  tm  this  idea, 
General  Burgoyne  would  propose  a  cessation  of  arms  during 
the  time  necessary  to  communicate  the  preliminary  terms, 
by  which  in  any  extremity,  he,  and  bis  army,  mean  to  ^ide." 

A  convention  was  in  cmisequence  opened,  and  two  days 
were  spent  in  a  discussira  and  interchange  of  articles  be- 
tween the  two  commanders.  It  was  agreed  that  the  articles 
should  be  mutually  signed  and  exchanged  tomorrow  morning 
the  17th  instant,  at  9  o'clock  ;  and  the  troops  under  Lieu- 
tenant General  Burgoyne  are  to  march  out  of  their  intrench- 
ments  at  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

The  substance  of  the  treaty  is,  that  the  troops  under  the 
command  of  General  Burgoyne  shall  march  out  of  their 
camp  with  the  honors  of  war,  and  their  field  artillery,  to  the 
place  assigned,  where  their  arms  and  artillery  shall  be  piled 
at  th«  command  of  their  own  officers. 


«PTDIUUJ  ritltvrAET  JOOSffU,,  fRT  107 

That  die  trbopi  be  dldnedto-ntani  to  Englind,  oa  cott* 
jgitton  that  ^b^  AbS  not  serve  agidn  in  Afflevica  during  tb^ 
present  war.  Tfast  the  officers  be  allowed  to  Wear  theilr 
side  aribs  v>A  be  tveated  according  to  their  rank-  That  tbA 
£nY)peu  troops  march  immediatdj  for  Beiton,  to  be  ih 
readiness  to  embark  when  transports  ihatl  be  sent  for  theni, 
and  that  the  CanadiaoB  be  pernitted  to  retam  bone  imnte- 
^telj,  on  the  sole  condition  (tf  their  not  arming  again  ag^nst 
Ae  Ui^tad  States. 

\8th. — At  the  appointed  lioar  yesterday  morning  the  Aioe- 
rieau  marched  into  the  lines  of  the  British  to  the  Uine  df 
Yaidcee  Doodle,  where  Utey  continned  till  the  royal  army 
faaddnarched  to  &e  place  ftppnnted  and  deposited  meir  arms 
according  to  the  treaty. 

It  is  a  circumstance  characteristic  of  the  amiable  and 
benertderit  disposition  of  Creneral  Gates,  that,  utiwilliog  to 
agJTcrate  the  painful  feelings  o(  the  royal  trocms,  he  would 
hot  pdnnit  the  Americao  soldiery  to  witneas  the  degrading 
•et  of  piling  their  arms.  This  iitttanoe  of  delicacy  and  p^ 
liteuess,  at  the  moment  of  triumph,  towards  an  enemy  wh» 
had  commuted  the  most  unpreoedented  outrages,  is  a  mark 
of  true  miagaanioiity,  and  deserves  the  highest  praitb,  though 
H  deqaires  our  army  of  the  satisfkction  to  iriiich  Uiey  are 
Justly  HntitJed. 

Thb  preliminaries  having  been  acceded  to  by  the  two 
cmninlmaers,  Lieutenant  CoTooel  Wilkinson,  Deputy  Adjutant 
GenerAl,  and  Br^adier  General  Whipple,  of  the  militia,  oli 
ear  part,  and  'Lieutenant  Colonel  Sutherland,  Major  Kings- 
ton, and  Captain  Craig,  on  the  part  of  the  British,  werA 
hppointed  to  stipulate  and  arrange  the  particular  articles  of 
capitulation.*     So  very  tenacious  were  the   British  of  the 

•'An  bboMog  ntnmtiTa  Of  Uw  Sm  intarrUw  batWMD  OaHrtl  OUm  uj 
th*  c«ptv«l  offieus,  M  ihoiWTca  bjp  AdjutuI  Gaasnl  WiLkiDBO.  "  Oeoonl 
Bv|(ITM  prapoed  la  be  iBtroduiwd  to  G«ner«i  Gmla,  uid  wa  cronad  Ott  HihkiU, 
SDd  fWindiJ  to  bMd  ijMntn  on  boraabwik,  Ovnanl  Bar; orn*  in  <^t>  "id*  MS 
SMiM  mmMI,  XnotM,  lad  hia  aid*  da  coap.  Oaptam  Lonl  Patanhan  wd 
LioHaaaatWil&rd.bftiBdtni  thgDroUoirad  M^jor  G<i»ral  PKiUlpa,  tlw^ana 


iiaarnJD*, 


J  ,_r  pruoaet.'     Vo  wbioh  iha  eor^. 

rcHi^3>  ispliad,  '  I  ihtn  alirmji  be  read^  to 


mantr,  raloniiiic  ■  courllj  nluM,  prompUj'  ispliiHi  '  I  ■htll  almji  be  read^  10 
Mar  UattDHBT,  ttat  it  hw  nsi  baaa  iLiougli  anj  Oati  of  foor  EieslUner.'  IKtjtt 
Gaaaral  PUUih  theo  adnoad,  ud  ha  and  Ganacal  Gala  aatoMd  and  "<»^^fP' 
with  Uh  bmibarhj  ot  M  acowintaBM*.    Tba  Baion  Eoldnal  and  e*bw  rak«s. 
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trivial  point*  of  militarj  bmor,  that,  after  they  bad  ligned 
the  '*  treaty  of  CttpUutaiitm"  aa  it  was  termed,  uiej  required 
that  the  term  should  be  altered  to  "treaty  of  tomeentum," 
n  tvhich  they  were  indulged  by  General  Gatei,  at  being  of 
little  consequence  on  our  part.  During  the  pending  nego- 
tiatim,  Beveral  hundred  of  the  New  York  militia,  whose 
term  of  service  had  expired,  marched  off  the  ground  without 
permission  from  General  Gatea  ;  and  the  same  night  Bur* 
goyne  received  intelligence  by  a  spy,  that  Sir  H.  Clinton, 
having  taken  Fort  Montgomery,  would  attempt  to  force  his 
vfij  to  Albany.  Though  the  articles  of  conventiiMi  were 
fully  adjusted,  signed,  and  exchanged,  by  those  appoioted  for 
the  purpose,  and  the  hour  stipulated  by  the  parties  for  Bur- 
goyne  to  affix  his  signature,  he  addressed  a  note  to  General 
Gates,  purporting  that  he  should  recede  from  the  treaty,  on 
the  ground  that  a  part  of  the  American  force  had  been  de- 
tached from  the  army  during  the  negotiation ;  and  with  a 
hold  effrontery,  required,  that  he  might  he  permitted  to  send 
two  ojliters  to  ow  camp  to  ascertain  the  fact.  This  dishonor- 
able conduct,  as  may  be  supposed,  raised  the  ire  of  our 
spirited  commander,  who  sent  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wilkinson 
to  have  a  personal  interview  with  Burgoyne,  and  to  insist 
that  hostilities  should  recommence,  if  the  treaty  was  not 
immediately  ratified.  This,  after  much  hesitation  on  the  part 
of  Burgoyne  and  his  officers,  produced  the  desired  effect.  His 
contemplated  alternative  was,  to  abandon  his  camp,  artillery, 
heavy  baggage  and  sick,  and  by  a  desperate  effort  in  the 
night,  to  force  his  way  through  our  army,  and  make  a  rapid 
inarch  to  Albany  with  the  hope  of  meeting  General  Sir  H. 
Cliuton.  It  is  considered  singular  that  it  was  not  demanded 
of  the  captured  general  to  .deliver  up  his  military  chest, 
colors,  and  soldiers'  accoutrements  ;  but  the  success  of 
General  Clinton  in  reducing  Fort  Mcmtgomery,  and  the  seri- 
ous apprehensions  of  General  Gates  that  he  would  force  his 
way  to  Albany,  and  the  desire  of  the  latter  to  spare  the 
effusion  of  blood,  are  the  substantial  causes  which  procured 
for  Burgoyne  the  Favorable  terms  which  he  enjoys.  It  is 
satisfactory  to  learn  that  the  British  oflicerB,  in  genera), 
candidly  acknowledged,  that  the  American  troops  cmducted 
on  all  occasions  with  the  greatest  bravery,  and  when,  after 
their  surrender,  they  visited  and  took  a  view  of  onr  camp, 
expressed  much  surprise  at  the  military  order  and  economy 
which  were  conspicuous  in  every  part,  and  said  that  they 
never  had  seen,  even  in  Germany,  an  encampment  more  ays 
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tematicallj  and  properly  dispoaed.  ^  The  trophies  which  we 
have  achieved  by  this  great  event,  are,  officers  and  soldiera, 
five  thousaod  seven  hundred  and  niuety-ODe-  It  has  bean 
estimated  that  Burgo^ae's  army,  at  the  commeocement  erf* 
the  campaign,  was  full  ten  thousand  strong  ;  the  deficiency 
now,  must  be  accounted  for  b;  the  killed,  loss  bj  sickness, 
prisoners,  and  deserters.  Amcmg  the  officers  taken,  are  sis 
members  of  the  British  Parliament.  The  train  of  brass 
artillery  and  other  ordnance,  are  immensely  valuable,  con- 
sisting of  forty-two  pieces  of  brass  ordnance,  besides  seven 
thousand  muskets,  with  six  thousand  dosea  cartridges  and  an 
ample  supply  of  shot,  shells,  &c.  To  these  are  added, 
clothing  for  seven  thousand  men,  a  large  number  of  tents  and 
other  military  stores. '  Thus  we  witness  the  incalculable 
reverse  of  fortune,  and  the  extraordinary  vicissitudes  of 
military  events,  as  ordained  by  Divine  Providence.  The 
same  haughty  commander,  who  bnt  a  few  weeks  sincO} 
flushed  with  victory,  was  harassing  our  retreating  army  in 
every  direction  ;  that  proud  assuming  foe,  who  so  often 
threatened  to  lay  waste  our  cities  aud  country,  and  who  said 
in  lus  orders,  early  in  the  campaign,  "  this  army  must  not  re- 
treat," is  now  reduced  to  the  mortifying  alternative  of  suii^ 
for  terms  of  surrender,  to  those  powers  whom  he  affected  to 
treat  with  sovereign  ccHitempt.  It  must  be  doubly  mortify- 
ing to  contrast  his  present  bumble  condition  with  that,  when 
be  published  his  pompous  and  bombastic  proclamation,  calling 
on  towns  and  people  to  send  delegates  to  supplicate  his  favor 
and  clemency,  and  threatening  vengeance  against  all  those 
who  should  dare  to  disobey  his  commands,  or  oppose  his 
intbority.  There  are  perhaps  few  examples  in  the  annals 
of  warfare,  of  a  whole  army  under  a  celebrated  general, 
and  officers  of  the  first  character  ;  gentlemen  of  noble  fam- 
ilies, and  military  merit,  being  reduced  to  the  mortifying 
cooditicm  of  captives,  led  through  a  country  which  it  was 
designed  should  have  been  devoted  to  their  all  conqueriiw 
power.  The  intelligence  of  these  events-  to  the  BritiM 
government,  must  aaect  them  like  the  shock  of  a  thunder- 
bolt, and  demonstrate  to  them  the  invincibility  of  a  people 
united  in  the  noble  cause  of  lUierty  and  the  rights  of  man. 
This  event  will  make  one  of  the  most  brilliant  pages  of 
American  history.  General  Gates  has  crowned  himself  with 
unfading  laurels,  and  immortal  honor  ;  he  has  vanquished  a 
commander  of  established  military  fame,  at  the  head  of  a 
veteran  army.     He  has'  displayed  the  qualities  of  a  general. 
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Ae  magiwiiiiBi^  of  a  phi&MbcepiBt,  uid  the  amiable  ind 
polite  oivilitie»of  a  centtemftB.  No  lea*  digwied  and  brave 
a  a  sominandflr,  nian  beoefioeiit  and  generous  u  a  con- 
queror, he  »  remaricable  for  bis  hamaoity  to  prisoaers  and 
a  desire  to  mitigate  the  ufl'ering»  tif  the  wifortDinte- 
Amoiu;  the  objeoti  in  diitreis,  whiob  claimed  hii  attention, 
ins  the  lady  sit  Major  Aclclaiid,  commander  of  the  British 
grenadiers,  nto  was  danmfously  wounded  and  captured 
during  tbe  battle  of  the  Tth  of  October.  This  heroic  lady, 
from  conjugal  affection,  was  indoced  to  follonr  the  fortune  of 
her  bnsband  during  the  whole  campaign  through  the  wilder- 
Mas.  Having  been  habituated  to  a  mode  of  life  with  which 
diose  of  rank  and  fortune  are  peenliarly  famed,  fa^r  deli- 
«ate  frame  is  M  calculated  to  swtain  the  indescribable  pri- 
tations  and  hardships  to  n^iich  she  was  unavoidably  exposed 
dnrmg  an  active  eampairn.  Heir  vehicle  of  conveyance  was, 
part  of  tim  time,  a  small  two  wheeled  tumbrH,  drawn  by  a 
ittngle  horse,  over  roads  almost  impassable,  Soon  after  she 
received  the  aSectuu;  intelligence,  that  her  hnsband  had 
received  a  wound,  and  was  a  prisoner,  she  manifested  the 
greatest  tenderness  and  affection,  and  resolved  to  visit  bin 
a  our  camp  to  console  and  alleviate  his  sufferings.  With 
this  view  sIm  obtabed  a  letter  from  Bureoyne  to  General 
Gates,  and  not  permitth^  tbe  prospect  of  beii^  out  in  the 
Aight,  and  drenched  in  rain,  to  repreM  her  £eal,  she  pro- 
ceeded in  an  open  boat,  #rth  a  few  attendants,  and  arrived  at 
our  outpost  in  the  night,  in  a  suffering  con^ton,  from  ex- 
treme wet  and  otdd.  The  sentinel,  faithful  to  his  duty, 
detained  them  in  tbe  boat  till  Major  Dearborn,  the  o6loer 
ef  the  guard,  could  arrive.  He  perftikted  them  to  land,  and 
•ffordtd  lirBdy  Ackldnd  the  best  accommodations  in  his  pow- 
ei^,  an^  ffeated  her  with  a  cup  of  tea  in  bis  guard  house. 
When  Geheral  Gates,  in  the  morning,  was  informed  of  the 
nnhoppy  sttuatkn  of  Lady  Ackland,  he  immediately  ordered 
her  a  safe  escort,  and  treated  her  himself  with  the  teader- 
Hbs  of  a  parent,  directii^  that  every  attenti(»  should  be 
bestowed  which  her  rank,  her  sex,  obaracter,  osd  circum- 
stances required.  She  was  soon  conveyed  to  Albany,  where 
she  foand  her  wounded  husband.  For  further  particulars 
respecting  Uiis  highly  reapeetable  and  mteresting  lady,  the 
feader  is  referred  to  the  Appendix. 

In  the  military  transactions  in  the  northern  d^artment, 
the  lahers  and  efforts  t^  Mftjor  General  Schuyler  are  Ac- 
knowledged to  be  eminMitly  mportaot  auA  uiuitl.     He  is 
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imdoabtedlj  entitled  to  the  character  of  an  intelligent  and 
meritorioBs  officer.  As  a  priv&te  gentleman  be  ia  dignified, 
but  conrteous,  his  manners  are  urbane,  and  his  hoapitality  ii 
unbounded.  He  is  justly  considered  as  one  of  our  most  dis* 
tingnished  champions  of  liberty,  and  his  noble  mind  has  soar- 
ed above  despair,  even  at  a  period  when  be  experienced 
iiyBstice  from  the  public,  and  when  darkness  and  gloom 
overspread  our  land.  Thou^  he  was  not  invested  with  a^ 
active  command,  be  was  present  at  the  surrender  of  tb* 
British  army,  which  was  near  the  spot  where  bis  elegant 
enintryseat  bad  been  demolished.  Herehesou^t  an  intei^ 
view  with  the  Baronesi  Reidesel,  who  with  her  three  chil- 
dren, for  she  was  entrusted  with  this  charge  during  the 
eaB4iaign,  be  politely  accommodated  in  bis  own  tent,  and 
invited  her  to  become  his  guest  at  bis  residence  at  Albai^. 
Oa  tbe  day  of  the  surrender,  all  the  captive  generals  dtDM 
ivith  General  Gates,  and  received  from  him  the  kindeit 
etvilities  and  attention. 

We  have  now  brought  to  a  glorious  termination  a  military 
campaign,  pregnant  with  remarkable  vicissitudes  and  momen- 
toOB  events  ;  Uie  result  of  which,  seemed  for  a  time  to  poise 
on  a  pinnacle  of  sai^ine  hopes  and  expectations  on  the  one 
■ide,  and  the  most  appalling  apprehensions  on  the  other.  All 
gratitude  and  praise  be  ascriiied  to  Him,  who  atone  limiti 
tbe  extent  of  human  power,  and  decrees  the  destiny  «f 
aatiooi. 

'  SIst. — ^The  c^tive  Generals  Burgoyne,  Phillips,  Reide* 
•el,  &c.  witb  a  number  of  ladies  of  bigfa  rank,  arrived  last 
Evening  at  the  hospitable  mansioa  of  General  Schnyler  io 
this  cUy.  His  seat  is  abont  one  mile  out  of  town,  and  1 
have  frequdotly  made  it  a  walk  for  amusement.  It  is  a 
hoQse  of  two  stories,  in  elegant  ancient  style,  and  fancifully 
ornamented.  E  am  informed  that  it  has  for  several  genera- 
tiuu  bean  celebrated  for  tbe  great  respectability,  and  gen- 
erous hospitality  of  its  inhabitants.  During  the  last  FreixA 
war,  it  was  aluost  a  general  resorrfbr  British  officers,  as 
well  as  strangers  and  travellers  of  note. 

22d. — The  magnaniniMts  Gmeral'' Schuyler,  with  his  lady 
and  dani^tert,  have  given  their  unfortanate  guests  a  friendly 
and  pohte  reception,  characteristic  of  this  noble  spirited 
faUily.  Notwithstanding  General  Bnrgoyne  destroyed  their 
beautiful  villa  at  Saratoga,  they  appear  disposed  to  console 
them  in  their  misfortune  by  all  the  civilities  and  attention  in 
llieir  power. 
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S3d. — General  Bargojne  graterullj  ackowledged  the  gen- 
eroQS  treatmeDt  received  from  General  Schuyler,  and  ob- 
served to  him,  "  You  show  me  gra&t  kiudness,  lir,  though  I 
have  done  you  much  injury."  To  which  he  magnaoimousty 
replied,  "  TTtat  tpw  the  fate  of  var,  let  us  aay  no  more 
about  it." 

24tk. — This  hospital  is  now  crowded  with  officers  and 
soldiers  from  the  6eld  of  battle  ;  those  belongbg  to  the 
British  and  Hessian  troops,  are  accommodated  in  the  same 
hospital  with  our  own  men,  and  receive  equal  care  and 
attention.  The  foreigners  are  under  the  care  and  manage- 
ment of  their  own  sui^eons.  1  have  been  present  at  some 
of  their  capital  operations,  and  remarked,  that  the  English 
wreeons  perform  with  skill  and  dexterity,  but  the  Germans, 
witA  a  few  exceptions,  do  no  credit  to  their  profession  ; 
some  of  them  are  the  most  uncouth  and  clumsy  operators  I 
ever  witnessed,  and  appear  to  be  destitute  of  all  sympathy 
and  tenderness  towards  the  sufiering  patient.  Not  less  than 
ene  thousand  wounded  and  sick  are  now  in  this  city  ;  the 
Dutch  church,  and  several  private  houses,  are  occupied  as 
hospitals.  We  have  about  thirty  surgeons  and  mates  ;  and 
all  are  constantly  employed.  I  am  obliged  to  devote  the 
whole  of  my  time,  from  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  to  a 
late  hour  in  the  evening,  to  the  care  of  our  patients.  Some 
of  our  soldiers'  wounds,  which  had  been  neglected  while  on 
their  way  here  from  the  field  of  battle,  beiug  covered  with 

Sutrefied  blood  for  several  days,  were  found  on  the  first 
ressing  to  be  tilled  with  maggots.  It  was  not  difficult, 
however,  to  destroy  these  vermin  by  the  application  of  the 
tincture  of  myrrh.  Here  is  a  fine  field  for  professional  im- 
provement. Amputating  limbs,  trepanning  fractured  skulls^ 
and  dressing  the  most  formidable  wounds,  have  familiarized 
my  mind  to  scenes  of  woe.  A  military  hospital  is  peculiarly 
calculated  to  aSbrd  examples  for  profitable  contemplation, ' 
and  to  iaterest  our  sympathy  and  commiseration.  If  f  turn 
from  beholding  mutilated  bodies,  mangled  limbs,  and  bleed- 
ing, incurable  wounds,  a  spectacle  no  less  revolting,  is  pre- 
sented, of  miserable  objects,  languishing  under  afflicting 
diseases  cf  every  description—here,  are  those  in  a  mournful 
state  of  despair,  exhibiting  the  awful  harbingers  of  approach- 
ing dIssoIutioD — there,  are  those  with  emaciated  bodies  and 
ghastly  visage,  who  begin  to  triumph  over  grim  disease  and 
just  lift  their  feeble  heads  from  the  pillow  of  sorrow.  No 
parent,  wife,  or  sister,  to  wipe  the  tear  of  anguish  from  their 
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eyes,  or  to  soothe  the  pillow  of  death,  they  look  np  to  the 
physician  as  their  aeij  earthly  friend  and  comforter,  and 
trust  the  hands  of  a  stranger  to  perform  the  last  mournful 
duties.  Frequently  have  I  remarked  their  confidence  in  my 
friendship,  as  though  I  was  endeared  to  them  by  brotherly 
tieB. '  Viewing  these  unfortunate  men  as  the  faithful  defend- 
ers of  the  liberties  of  our  country,  far  separated  from  their 
dearest  friends,  who  would  be  so  lost  to  the  duties  of  hu- 
manity, patriotism,  and  benevolence,  as  not  to  minister  to 
their  comfort,  and  pour  into  their  wouuds  the  healing  balm 
of  consolation?  'It  is  my  lot  to  hare  twenty  wounded  men 
committed  to  my  care,  by  Dr.  Potts,  our  Surgeon  General ; 
one  of  whom,  a  young  man,  received  a  musket  ball  throu^ 
his  cheeks,  cutting  its  way  through  the  teeth  on  each  side, 
and  the  substance  of  the  tongue  ;  his  sufferings  have  been 
great,  but  he  now  begins  to  articulate  tolerably  well-  An- 
other had  the  whole  side  of  his  face  torn  oS*  by  a  cannon 
ball,  laying  his  mouth  and  throat  open  to  view.  A  brave 
aoldier'  received  a  musket  ball  in  his  forehead,  between  his 
eyebrows  ;  observing  that  it  did  not  penetrate  the  bone,  it 
was  imagined  that  the  force  of  the  ball  being  partly  spent, 
it  rebounded  and  fell  out,  but  on  close  esamination  by  the 
probe,  the  ball  was  detected,  spread  entirely  flat  on  the  bone 
under  the  skin,  which  1  extracted  with  the  forceps.  No  one 
can  doubt  but  he  received  his  wound  while  facing  the  enemy, 
and  it  is  fortunate  for  the  brave  fellow,  that  his  skull  proved 
too  thick  for  the  ball  to  penetrate.  But  in  another  instance, 
a  soldier's  wound  was  not  so  honorable  ;  he  received  a  ball 
in  the  bottom  of  bis  foot,  which  could  not  have  happened 
unless  when  in  the  act  of  running  from  the  enemy.  This 
poor  fellow  is  held  in  derision  by  his  comrades,  and  is  made 
a  subject  of  their  wit  for  bavbg  the  mark  of  a  coward. 
Among  the  most  remarkable  occurrences  which  came  under 
my  observation,  the  following  is  deserving  of  particular  no- 
tice. Captain  Oreg,  of  one  of  the  New  York  regiments, 
while  stationed  at  Fort  Stanwix,  on  the  Mohawk  river,  went 
with  two  of  bis  soldiers  into  the  woods  a  short  distance  to 
shoot  pigeons  ;  a  party  of  Indians  started  suddenly  from  con- 
cealment in  the  bushes,  shot  them  all  down,  tomahawked 
and  scalped  them,  and  left  them  for  dead.  The  captain, 
after  some  time  revived,  and  perceiving  his  men  were  killed, 
himself  robbed  of  his  scalp,  and  suffering  extreme  Bgany 
from  his  numerous  wounds,  made  an  effort  to  move  and  lay 
his  bleeding  head  on  one  of  the  dead  bodies,  espectu^  soon 
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to  eipire.    A  foithfal  dog  vrho  accompuued  him,  maaifeitcid 

great  agit&tion,  and  in  the  tenderebt  manner  licked  hii 
wounda,  which  afforded  him  great  relief  from  exquisite  dis- 
tresa.  He  then  cUrected  the  Aog,  ai  if  a  hunan  being,  to 
go  in  search  of  lome  person  to  come  to  hii  relief.  The 
tuimal,  with  every  appearance  of  anxiety,  rui  aboat  a  mile, 
when  he  met  with  two  men  filing  in  the  river,  aed  endeav- 
ored in  the  moat  moving  manner,  by  whining  and  piteous 
cries,  to  prevail  m  them  to  ftdlow  hin  into  the  woods ; 
itrnck  witn  the  singular  conduct  (d*  the  dog,  they  were  in- 
duced to  follow  him  part  of  the  way,  but  ffearing  some  decoy 
or  danger,  they  were  about  to  ret«m,  when  the  dog,  fixing 
his  eyes  on  them,  renewed  his  entreaties  by  his  cries,  and 
tdciiig  hold  of  their  clothes  with  his  teeth,  prevailed  on  them 
to  follow  him  to  the  fatal  spot.  Such  was  the  remarkable 
fidelity  and  sagacity  of  this  animal.  Captain  Greg  was  im- 
mediately carried  to  the  fort,  where  his  wounds  were  dress- 
ed ;  be  was  afterwards  removed  to  our  hospital,  and  put 
under  my  care.  He  was  a  most  frightful  spectacle  ;  the 
whole  of  his  scalp  was  removed  ;  in  two  places  on  the  fore 
part  of  his  head,  the  tomahawk  had  penetrated  through  the 
skull ;  there  was  a  wound  on  his  bact  with  the  same  instru- 
ment, besides  a  wound  in  his  side  and  another  through  his 
arm  by  a  musket  ball.  This  unfortunate  man,  after  suffering 
extremely  for  a  loi^  time,  finally  recovered,  and  appeared 
to  be  well  satisfied  in  having  his  scalp  restored  to  him, 
though  ancovered  with  hair.  The  Indian  mode  of  scalping 
their  victims  is  this — with  a  knife  tiiey  make  a  circular  cut 
from  the  forehead  quite  round,  just  above  the  ears,  then 
taking  hold  of  the  skin  with  their  teeth,  they  tear  off  the 
whole  hairy  scalp  in  an  instant,^ with  wiMiderfal  dexterity. 
This  they  carefully  dry  and  preserve  as  a  trophy,  diowmg 
the  number  of  their  victims,  and  they  have  a  method  <n 
painting  on  the  dried  scalp,  different  figures,  and  colors,  to 
designate  the  sex  and  age  of  the  victim,  and  also  the  manner 
and  circnmstances  of  the  murder. 

J'fovember  IOt&. — I  witnessed  yesterday,  the  singular  cei^ 
emony  performed  at  a  treaty  with  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians. 
General  Schuyler,  and  two  other  gentlemen,  were  the  com- 
miiuooers  on  our  part.  Of  the  Indians,  about  two  hundred 
men  and  women  attended.  In  the  morning,  I  walked  into 
the  woods  near  this  city,  and  was  amused  to  see  them  occu- 
pied in  dressing  and  ornamenting  themselves  for  the  cere- 
mony ;  painting    their  faces,  adjusting  their  hair,    puttbg 
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jeirels  into  their  ears,  DOses,  &c.  The  face  wu  p&inted  of 
variou*  colors  ;  in  general  red,  spotted  with  black  and  white 
in  a  fxncirul  manner.  The  men  had  their  hair  cut  close  to 
the  skin,  except  a  lock  tm  the  top  of  the  head.  The 
women  wore  long  hair,  ornamented  with  beads  and  other 
trinheta.  The  bodies  and  limbs  of  both  sexes  were  decent- 
ly corered  in  the  Indian  style,  and  some  displayed  larg^e 
silver  rings  round  the  arm,  and  a  profusion  of  party-colored 
beads,  fancifully  arranged  about  the  less  and  feet.  Several 
of  the  young  men,  and  girls,  were  furnished  with  little  bells 
about  their  feet,  to  make  a  jingling  when  dancing.  About 
eleven  o'clock,  the  ceremony  commenced  on  the  common  ; 
the  Indians  arranged  themselves,  by  sitting  on  the  ground  in 
a  circle,  the  men  «hi  one  side,  the  women  on  the  other,  leav- 
ing a  vacancy  for  our  commissioners,  who  were  seated  m 
chairs.  In  the  centre  of  the  circle  was  a  fire,  over  which 
a  large  pot,  containing  meat  broth,  or  soup,  was  placed. 
The  speakers  were  three  elderly  chiefs  ;  their  speeches  or 
talks  were  short,  and  ait  the  close  of  each,  the  speaker  de- 
livered to  the  commissioners  a  belt  or  string  of  wampum, 
curiously  wrought  with  porcupine  quills,  and  handsomely 
paintted,  as  a  pledge  of  sincerity.  The  interpreter  explained 
in  finglish.  In  the  intervals  between  the  talks,  the  whole 
of  the  Indians  and  squaws  threw  their  bodies  into  odd  mo- 
tiooB,  and  at  the  same  time  a  noise  came  from  their  throats 
very  utnilar  to  the  grunting  of  swine,  which  I  suppose  was 
a  token  of  approbation.  They  next  commenced  dancing, 
by  uniting  hanas  two  or  three  at  a  time,  and  jumping  merrily 
round  the  pot  over  the  fire,  animated  by  the  music  of  a  small 
drum  resembling  a  keg  covered  with  a  skin,  and  the  jingling 
of  the  bells  attached  to  their  legs  uid  feet.  The  interpre- 
ter, by  ilesire  of  the  chiefs,  requested  that  our  commission- 
ers would  not  be  offended  at  the  liberty  which  they  were 
about  to  take.  One  of  the  chiefs  then  took  the  commission- 
ers, one  at  a  time,  by  tiie  hand,  and  danced  them  round  the 
circle,  then  rubbing  his  band  ahout  the  grease  and  blacking 
of  the  pot,  he  blackened  the  face,  first  of  General  Schuyler, 
and  then  the  other  gentlemen,  which  excited  much  laughter. 
Whether  this  was  a  trick  to  excite  a  laugh,  or  apart  of  their 
national  ceremony,  I  was  unable  to  ascertain.  The  Indians 
continued  dancing  round  the  fire,  drinking  the  soup  from  the 
pot  and  regality  tliemselves  with  rum  all  Digbt,  and  many  of 
ihem  were  found  drunk  in  the  morning. 
19 
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M]r  profeasioDal  duties  have  been  bo  pressing  as  to  pre- 
clude tbe  possibility  of  journalizing  to  the  full  extent  of  my 
wishes.  The  numerous  important  events  which  have  occur- 
red to  our  main  army  under  General  Wasbingtoo  in  the 
Jerseys,  and  Pennsylvania,  have  been  from  time  to  time 
umounced  in  the  public  papers,  and  in  our  general  orders. 
A  very  brief  retrospect  of  the  most  interesting  occurrences 
during  the  campaign  in  that  quarter  must  suffice  me. 

General  Washington  having  ascertained  that  it  was  the 
great  object  of  Sir  William  Howe,  to  possess  himself  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  put  in  requisition  every  effort  in  his 
power  to  counteract  his  measures  for  that  purpose.  His 
force  during  the  whole  campaign  was  considerably  inferior 
to  that  of  the  enemy.  Battles  and  skirmishing  of  more  or 
less  importance  were  frequent,  but  not  decisive,  though 
attended  by  no  inconsiderable  loss  of  human  lives.  On  the 
lllh  of  September  the  two  armies  approached  each  other 
in  the  order  of  battle,  and  a  general  action  took  place  at 
Brandywine,  in  which  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  both 
armies  displayed  a  spirit  of  intrepidity  and  heroism,  scarcely 
ever  exceeded.  The  British  claim  the  victory  ;  but  it  was 
only  a  partial  one,  and  besides  a  prodigious  sacrifice  of  lives, 
they  failed  in  their  main  object,  that  of  forcing  their  way  to 
Philadelphia.  It  is  stated,  that  from  particular  circum- 
stances, little  more  than  one  half  of  General  Washington's 
force  was  opposed  to  nearly  the  whole  strength  of  the  enemy. 
Our  loss  is  mentioned  in  round  numbers  at  one  thousand. 
The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  and  General  Woodford  were 
slightly  wounded.  The  loss  of  the  royalists,  according  to 
accounts  published,' greatly  exceeds  that  of  the  Americans. 

On  the  16th  of  September,  Monsieur  de  Coudry,  an  officer 
of  rank  and  distinction  in  the  French  service,  and  acting  as 
a  volunteer  in  our  army,  having  occasion  to  cross  the  Schuyl- 
kill ferry,  rode  a  high  spirited  horse  into  the  boat,  which, 
taking  fright,  leaped  into  tbe  river,  and  the  rider  was  unfor- 
tunately drowned.  Congress  resolved  that  tbe  corpse  of 
of  Monsieur  de  Coudry  be  interred  at  the  expense  of  the 
United  States,  and  with  tbe  honors  of  war. 

Sir  William  Howe,  on  the  i!6th  of  September,  after  much 
manoeuvring  and  skirmishing,  accomplished  the  great  enter- 
prise, and  made  his  triumphal  entry  mto  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, where  be  met  with  a  cordial  welcome  from  the  Qua- 
kers, and  a  considerable  number  of  the  inhabitants,  who  have 
long  been  known  to  be  in  favor  of  the  royalists. 
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Od  the  4th  of  October,  General  Waihington  planned  as 
attack  on  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  stationed  at  German- 
town,  near  Philadelphia.  The  enterprise  was  planned  with 
such  judgment  and  skill,  as  to  afford  promise  of  a  complete 
victory.  The  execution  of  it  was  conducted  fay  his  Excel- 
lency, who  attacks  like  a  hero  and  retreats  like  a  general, 
and  whose  presence  infuses  into  the  ranks  the  spirit  of  hero- 
ism and  enthusiasm.  Were  it  not  for  some  unfortunate  inci- 
dents,  and  the  faulty  conduct  of  a  few  individuals,  his  most 
sanguine  hopes  would  have  been  realised.  The  enemy  was 
actually  taken  by  surprise,  and  in  one  point  a  party  was  routed 
and  one  hundred  and  ten  made  prisoners,  but  were  after- 
wards retaken.  Almost  the  whole  force  of  both  armies  wsa 
involred  in  the  tremendous  contest,  in  which  British  and 
American  bravery  were  equally  conspicuous,  and  sealed  tbe 
fate  of  many  valiant  officers  and  men.  "  The  morning," 
says  General  Washington's  letter  to  Congress,  "was  ex- 
tremely foggy,  which  prevented  our  improvingthe  advantage 
we  had  gained,  so  well  as  we  otherwise  should  hare  done. 
This  circumstance,  by  concealing  from  us  the  true  situation 
of  the  enemy,  obliged  us  to  act  with  more  caution,  and  less 
expedition  than  we  could  have  wished,  and  gave  the  enemy 
time  to  recover  from  the  effects  of  our  tirst  impression  ;  ana 
what  was  still  more  unfortunate,  it  served  to  keep  our  differ* 
ent  parties  in  ignorance  of  each  other's  movements,  and 
hindered  their  acting  in  concert ;  it  also  occasioned  them  to 
mistake  one  another  for  tbe  enemy,  which  I  believe  more 
than  any  thing  else,  contributed  to  the  misfortunes  which 
ensued.  In  the  midst  of  the  most  promising  appearances, 
when  every  thing  gave  the  most  Haltering  hopes  of  victory, 
the  troops  began  suddenly  to  retreat,  and  entirely  left  the 
field  in  spite  of  every  effort  that  could  be  made  to  rally 
them.  On  the  whole  It  may  be  said,  this  day  was  rather 
unfortunate  than  injurious.  The  principal  impediment  to 
our  success  was,  that  at  the  moment  of  victory,  the  enemy 
threw  a  party  into  Mr.  Chew's  stone  house,  who  were  in  a 
situation  not  easily  to  be  forced  ;  and  had  it  in  their  power, 
from  tbe  windows,  to  give  us  considerable  annoyance,  and  in 
a  measure  to  obstruct  our  advance." 

A  general  officer  who  was  engaged  in  the  battle,  says, 
"  Fortune  smiled  on  our  arms  for  hours.  The-  enemy  were 
broken,  dispersed  and  flying  on  all  quartVrs ;  we  were  in 
possession  of  their  whole  encampment,  together  with  their 
artillery   park,  &c.     But  confusiou  at  last  ensued,  and  we 
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ran  a.ynj  from  the  arms  of  victory  ready  to  receive  us." 
It  is  not  to  be  concealed  however,  that  our  army  iufTered  a 
e  very  c(Huiderable  loss,  the  whole  number  is  not  ascer- 
tained. General  Nash,  of  North  Carolina,  received  a  mortal 
wound,  and  General  Sullivan's  two  aids  were  killed.  On 
the  side  of  the  royalists,  General  Agnew,  General  de  Heis- 
ter's  son,  and  several  other  officers  were  killed.  General 
Kniphausen  was  wounded,  and  a  great  number  of  rank  and 
file  were  wounded  and  slain. 

The  Americans  have  erected  several  forts  and  redoubts 
on  the  banks  of  the  Delaware  river,  and  on  Mnd  Island,  to 
guard  against  the  passage  of  the  British  fleet  up  this  river  to 
Philadelphia.  In  one  of  these  forts  at  Red  Bank,  Colonel 
Greene,  of  Rhode  Island,  was  posted  with  about  four  hundred 
men.  General  Howe,  perceiving  the  great  importance  of 
reducing  these  works,  detached  Connt  Donop,  an  officer  held 
in  high  estimation  In  the  royal  army,  with  twelve  or  fifteen 
hundred  Hessian  troops,  well  supplied  ivith  artilleiy,  to  take 
possession  of  it.  Having  arrived  near  the  redoubts,  he  sum- 
moned the  commander  to  surrender,  to  which  he  resolutely 
replied,  he  would  defend  the  place  to  the  last  extremity. 
This  fort  being  originally  c(Hutructed  on  a  large  scale,  it 
was  found  necessary  to  run  a  line  across  the  middle,  and 
divide  it  into  two,  so  that  the  external  part  was  left  without 
defence.  The  Hessian  commander  ordered  his  troops  to 
advance  under  cover  of  the  smoke  of  his  cannon,  and  storm 
the  redoubt ;  they  soon  gained  the  unoccupied  part  with  loud 
huzzas  on  their  supposed  victory ;  but  on  approaching  the 
new  lines  within,  where  our  troops  were  stationed,  the  brave 
garrison  poured  on  them  such  hot  and  well  directed  fire  for 
about  forty  minutes,  that  they  were  completely  overpow- 
ered, and  fled  in  every  direction.  Colonel  Donop,  their 
commander  was  mortally  wounded  and  taken,  and  more  than 
one  hundred  were  killed  on  the  spot,  and  a  greater  number 
wounded  and  prisoners.  The  enemy  retreated  with  great 
precipitatitm,  leaving  many  of  their  wounded  on  the  road,  and 
retui-ued  to  Philadelphia  with  the  loss  of  one  half  their  party. 
Colonel  Greene  and  his  brave  troops,  acquired  great  honor 
for  their  sallant  defence  of  the  fort,  which  is  a  key  to  other 
posts  on  the  river.  Congress  have  rewarded  the  Colonel, 
with  an  elegant  sword.  The  British  army  found  it  difficult 
to  procure  the  Rcessary  supplies  is  Philadelphia,  and  the 
continental  galleys  and  strong  chevaux  de  frize  in  the  Dela- 
irare,  rendered  a  pasaage  (^  their  ships  up  to  the  city,  almost 
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impossible.  Admiral  Lord  Howe,  determined  to  attempt 
the  removal  of  these  formidable  obstructions,  and  he  ordered 
aix  of  his  ships  to  ei^fe  in  the  service.  Thej  were  so 
unmercifally  handled  by  our  galleys  and  from  Fort  Mifflin,  at 
Mud  Island,  that  two  of  them,  one  of  sixty-foor  guns,  ran 
aground  and  were  set  on  fire  by  the  crews  who  deserted 
them,  and  soon  after  they  blew  up. 

Dtctmber. — Fort  Mifflin,  on  Mud  Island,  has  been  evacua- 
ted by  the  continental  garrison,  after  having  been  bravely 
defended  against  the  prodigious  force  of  the  enemy's  shilH 

Eing.  Our  troops  secured  all  their  stores,  destroyed  the 
lock  houses,  and  demolished  the  bank,  to  let  in  the  water, 
by  which  the  Island  is  entirely  inundated.  The  fort  at  Red 
Bank  is  also  abandoned,  and  the  continental  fleet  has  been 
burnt,  to  prevent  its  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
The  British  are  now  in  full  possession  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  their  fleet  has  obtained  access  to  it  by  way  of 
the  Delaware  river.  The  continental  army,  since  the  close 
of  the  campaign,  has  retired  for  winter  quarters  to  a  place 
called  Valley  f^ge,  about  twenty  miles  from  Philadelphia. 
Here  they  are  subjected  to  the  fatigue  and  labor  of  clearing 
the  woods  and  constructing  log  huts  for  their  accommodation 
during  the  winter. 

'An  occurrence  of  a  very  singular  complexion,  has  lately 
been  published  in  a  Pennsylvania  newspaper,  which  occasions 
much  indignant  speculation.  The  Reverend  Jacob  Duche, 
a  popular  Episcopal  minister  in  Philadelphia,  was  the  first 
chaplain  appointed  by  Congress.  He  performed  his  official 
duties  to  general  acceptance,  frequently  and  fervently  im- 
ploring heaven  to  succeed  the  American  cause.  Whether 
from  alarm  at  the  success  of  the  royalists,  or  from  any 
change  in  his  sentiments  respecting  the  justice  of  our  cause, 
ia  flocertain,  but  after  having  officiated  about  three  months, 
he  gave  in  his  resignation.  He  left  Philadelphia,  and  "  took 
■belter  under  the  arm  of  that  power  which  from  the  sacred 
pulpit  he  had  exhorted  his  hearers  to  oppose."  But  it  is  no 
less  extraordinary,  that  this  apostate  addressed  a  letter  to.. 
bis  Excellency  Genera]  Washington,  with  whom  he  was  Of 
terms  of  friendship,  in  which,  to  use  the  author's  own 
words,  "  he  has  spoken  freely  of  Congress,  and  of  the  armtf." 
He  enjoins  it  on  his  Excellency  to  aban^n,  fhe  American 
cause,  and  resign  his  command  of  the  ario^ ;  or  at  the  head 
of  it,  to  force  Congress  immediately  to  desist  from  hostilities 
and  to  rescind  their  declaration  of  Independence.    "  If  this  is 
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not  done,"  he  says,  "you  have  an  infallible  resource  still  left, 
lugotiate  far  America  atUa  htad  of  your  army."  He  repre- 
sents the  CcHigress  in  the  most  despicable  point  of  view,  as 
coDaisting  of  weak,  obscure  persons,  not  fit  associates  for 
his  Excellency,  and  the  very  dregs  of  the  first  Congress. 
The  New  England  delegates,  he  treats  with  the  greatest 
indelicacy.  The  officers  and  men  which  compose  our  army, 
he  describes  as  desttute  of  principle  and  courage  ;  undisci* 
ptined,  taken  from  the  lowest  of  the  people,  unfit  for  a  seat 
.  ftt  his  Excellency's  table,  &c.  &c.  His  Excellency  in  no- 
ticing this  transaction,  in  a  letter  of  October  the  16th,  ob- 
serves, "  To  Mr.  Duche's  ridiculous,  illiberal  performance, 
1  made  a  vei^  short  reply,  by  desiring  the  bearer,  Mrs. 
Ferguson,  if  she  should  hereafiter,  by  any  accident  meet 
with  Mr.  Duche,  to  tell  him  I  should  have  returned  his 
letter  unopened,  if  I  had  had  any  idea  of  its  contents."* 

iOth. — The  wounded  soldiers  committed  to  my  care  in 
October  last,  have  all  recovered,  and  as  a  compliment  for 
n^  assiduity,  and  attention  to  my  patients,  I  have  received 
from  Dr.  Potts,  our  Surgeon  General,  a  generous  and  hand- 
some present.  The  duties  of  our  hospital  being  now  greatly 
diminished,  I  have  obtained  a  furlough  for  forty  days,  and 
shall  tomorrow  commence  my  journey  to  visit  my  friends  in 
New  England. 

February  4th,  1778. — Having  performed  a  journey  on 
horseback  to  Boston  and  Barnstable,  in  Massachusetts,  I 

•  The  following  ii  the  form  orpriyermrndBiueofby  tha  RsTerend  Mt.  Duchoin 
tiM  CoBgTMB  after  Indsptmdca j...--.  ^ 

O  Lord  !  our  hcaTen]*  Path 
Iwda,  who  doit  rrom  tbj  thrc    . 
with  power  nipreme  and  UDCOQtrolled  over  all  kiagdom 

Look  doHD  in  mercj,  wc  b«wecta  Uiee,  on  Iheae  our  AiDeru:aii  oiaies,  war 
■•d  to  thee  rrom  the  rod  or  the  opprenar,  and  tlirowD  ibsmHliei  on  ihj  gr 
pioteclian,  deeiring  to  be  heoceTonh  dependuit  onl}'  on  Ihse ;  to  Ihee  have 
■ppeal«d  fiir  tba  rigbteoameH  of  Iheir  came ;  to  Ihoe  do  they  now  look  up  lb 
camleaaDce  and  nipport,  which  thou  alone  canit  gire  ;  take  Ihem,  iherefoVe, 
Oil;  Father,  under  lii;  nurturing  care  ;  sire  Ihcm  wiidom  in  council  and  ti 
tte6cld)  deieal  the  malicious  designs  or  our  cruel  adveraaries ;  conriDce  tt 
anrighleousness  of  their  causai  and  if  they  stiU  persist  in  their  san^inar 
»i  O  f  let  the  voice  of  thine  own  unerring  Justice,  souading  in  their  i 


bio  aaaembl; ;  enable  them  to  setllt         „  .    ._.     ,    .  _. 

(he  scene  of  blood  maj  be  speedily  closed,  that  order,  harmony  and  peace  may  be 
•ftctually  rectwed,  ud  Inilh  and        -  -  ..    ■  .  ,  ■         , 


(he  best  and  surest  foandation,  that 
'er,  harmony  and  peace  maj 
and  piety,  prevail  and  0ou 
Murre  Ihe  ■— '"■  ''■•'-■- -■  -■- '- 


illiont  Ibey  here  represent, 


Meoings.  as  thou  ae«t  eipediept  for  them  in  Ibis 

lasting  glor;  in  the  world  to  come.     All  this  we  bh  in  ii 

ONnts  ^  Jesiu  CAiriit  thy  ftoaud  out  Satiour.    Amen. 
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retnnied  here  two  dajTB  before  the  expiration  of  my  furlough, 
and  resumed  my  duties  in  the  hospital.  Several  gentlemen 
belonging  to  the  hospital  being  desirous  of  improving  in  the 
accomplishment  of  dancing,  Mr.  John  Trotter  nas  agreed  to 
open  a  special  school  for  our  accommodation,  and  we  are  to 
attend  every  afternoon.  Master  Trotter  has  for  many  yeark 
been  in  the  practice  of  teacbing  the  art  in  the  citr  of  Neff 
York,  and  has  acquired  great  fame  as  a  man  of  knowledge 
and  experience  in  his  profession.  He  is  about  fifty-eignt 
years  oi  age,  a  small,  genteel,  well  proportioned  man,  every 
limb  and  joint  proclaiming  that  he  is  formed  for  his  profes- 
sion, and  the  ease  and  grace  with  which  he  movei  on  the 
floor,  evince  that  he  is  an  accomplished  master,  and  that  he 
has  lost  none  of  his  agility  by  age.  Under  the  tuition  of 
such  a  master,  we  flatter  ourselves  that  in  due  time,  if  we 
improve  our  advantages,  we  shall  be  able  to  figure  in  a  ball 
room. 

lOth. — I  have  now  obtained  a  particular  description  of 
the  American  Torpedo,  and  other  ingenious  submarine  ma- 
chinery, invented  by  Mr.  David  Bushnelt,  for  the  purpose  of 
destroying  shipping  while  at  anchor,  some  account  of  which 
may  be  found  in  this  Journal,  page  63.  The  external  ap- 
pearance of  the  torpedo,  bears  some  resemblance  to  two 
upper  tortoise  shells,  of  equal  size,  placed  in  contact,  leav- 
ing at  that  part,  which  represents  the  head  of  the  animal,  a 
flue,  or  opening  sufficiently  capacious  to  contain  the  operator, 
and  air  to  support  him  thirty  minutes.  At  the  bottom,  oppo- 
site to  the  entrance  is  placed  a  quantity  of  lead  for  ballast. 
The  operator  sits  upright,  and  holds  an  oar  for  rowing  for- 
ward or  backward,  and  is  furnished  with  a  rudder  for  steer- 
ing. An  aperture  at  the  bottom,  with  its  valve,  admiU 
water  for  the  purpose  of  descending,  and  two  brass  forcing 
pumps  serve  to  eject  the  water  within  when  necessary  for 
ascending.  The  vessel  is  made  completely  water  tight, 
furnished  with  glass  windows  for  the  admission  of  light,  with 
ventilators  and  air  pipes,  and  is  so  ballasted,  with  lead  fixed 
at  the  bottom,  as  to  render  it  solid,  and  obviate  all  danger  of 
oversetting.  Behind  the  submarine  vessel,  is  a  place  above 
the  rudder  for  carrying  a  large  powder  magazine ;  this  ii 
made  of  two  pieces  of  oak  timber,  large  enough  when  hol- 
lowed out,  to  contain  one  hundred  and  fifty  sounds  of  powder, 
with  the  apparatus  used  for  firing  it,  and  is  secured  in  its 
place,  by  a  screw  turned  by  the  operator.  It  is  lighter  than 
water,  that  it  may  rise  against  the  object  to  which  it  is  in- 
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tended  to  be  fastened.  Within  the  ma^acine,  is  an  apparatus 
constructed  to  run  any  propoeed  length  of  time  under  twelve 
hours ;  when  it  has  run  out  its  time,  it  unpinions  a  strong 
lock,  resembling  a  gon  lock,  \rhich  gives  fire  to  the  powder- 
This  apparatus  is  so  pinioued,  that  it  cannot  possibly  move, 
till,  by  casting  off  the  magazine  from  the  vessel,  it  is  set  in 
motion.  The  sltilful  operator  can  swim  so  low  on  the  sur- 
face of  the  water,  as  to  approach  very  near  a  ship  in  the 
night,  without  fear  of  being  discovered  ;  and  may,  if  he 
choose,  approach  the  stem  or  stem  above  water,  with  very 
little  danger.  He  can  sink  very  quickly,  keep  at  any  neces- 
sary depth,  and  row  a  great  distance  in  any  direction  he 
desires  without  coming  to  the  surface.  When  he  rises  to 
the  surface,  he  can  soon  obtain  a  fresh  supply  of  air,  and  if 
necessary,  he  may  then  descend  again  and  pursue  his  course- 
Mr.  Bushnell  found  that  it  required  many  trials  and  consid- 
erable instruction  to  make  a  man  of  common  ingeouity  a 
flkilful  operator.  The  jirst  person,  his  brother,  whom  he 
employed,  was  very  ingenious,  and  made  himself  master  of 
the  business,  but  was  taken  sick  before  be  had  an  opportu- 
nity to  make  use  of  his  skill.  Having  procured  a  substitute, 
and  given  him  such  instruction  as  time  would  allow,  he  was 
directed  lo  try  an  experiment  on  the  Eagle,  a  sixty-four  gun 
ship,  on  board  of  which  Lord  Howe  commanded,  lyuig  in 
the  bwbor  of  New  York.  He  went  under  the  ship,  and 
attempted  to  fix  the  wooden  screw  into  her  bottom,  but 
struck,  as  he  supposes,  a  bar  of  iron  which  passes  from  the 
rudder  hinge,  and  is  spiked  under  the  ship's  quarter.  Had 
be  moved  a  few  inches,  which  he  might  have  done  without 
n)wug,  there  is  no  doubt  he  would  have  found  wood  where 
he  might  have  fixed  the  screw  ;  or  if  the  ship  had  been 
sheathed  with  copper,  he  might  easily  have  pierced  it.  But 
not  being  well  skilled  in  the  management  of  the  vessel,  in 
attempting  to  move  to  another  place,  he  lost  the  ship.  After 
seeking  her  in  vain,  for  some  time,  he  rowed  some  distance, 
and  rose  to  the  surface  of  the  water,  hut  found  dayli^t  bad 
advanced  so  far,  that  he  durst  not  renew  the  attempt.  He 
■ays,  he  could  easily  have  fastened  the  magazine  under  the 
•tern  of  the  ship,  above  water,  as  he  rowed  up  to  the  stern 
and  touched  it  before  he  descended.  Had  he  fastened  it 
there,  the  explosion  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  of  pow- 
der, the  quantity  contained  in  the  magazine,  must  have  been 
fatal  to  the  ship.  In  hie  return  from  the  ship  to  New  York, 
he  passed  near  Governor's  lalaad,  and  thoii^  he  was  discov- 


PBBinilBr.]  HILITAB*  JOOMAC^  117ft.  121 

«red  \)f  the  enemy  bnibXi  island.  >Btib^  ia  heAt  to  avoid 
tbe  dan^r  be  fearftd,  he  cast  off  the  magazioA,  ai  bb  iiiw- 
{[Hied  it  retarded  hiln  ia  the  8i)r«ll,  ffbich  vrae  very  cooBider- 
alile.  After  the  magazine  had  been  cast  off  one  boar,  the 
tine  tbt  iMemal  aj^rstus  was  set  to  ruh,  it  blew  tip  frith 
great  violentce,  throwing  a  vast  colitiftia  of  wat6r  tb  on  aOiaX' 
ing  height  ia.  the  air,  and  leaving  the  enemy  to  conjecture 
KheQier  tbe  Btupendoua  Doiae  trns  produced  by  a  bomb,  a 
meteor,  a  water  spout,  or  an  earthquake.  Some  other 
attempts  were  made  in  Hudson's  river,  in  one  of  which  the 
operator  ib  ^iag  towards  tbe  sbip  lost  s%ht  of  ber  and  wvnt 
a  great  distance  beyond  her,  and  tbe  tide  ran  bo  'strong  as  to 
baOe  all  his  efforts.  Mr.  Bushnell  being  in  i)l  beattb,  and 
destitute  of  resources,  was  obliged  to  abandon  bk  pursuit  it 
that  %imt,  and  wait  for  a  more  favorable  Opportumty,  wlilcfi 
never  ocoutl'ed.  In  tbe  year  1 1'77,  Mr.  Busbnell  made  'an 
atten{tt  from  a  whale  boat,  against  tbe  Cerberus  frigate, 
)Bj4ag  at  wicbor,  by  drawing  a  machine  agaiast  her  side,  by 
memiB  «f  a  line.  The  TDacfaine  was  loaded  with  poivder,  td 
be  exploded  .by  a  gtin  lock,  which  was  to  be  unpitiidned  by 
anajipafatUB  tobe  ttn-nedty  being  brought  along  side  ftf  tbe 
fri|Me.  This  machine  fell  in  with  a  schooner  at  anchor 
atUm  of  the  frigate,  and  concealed  from  hi«  sight.  By 
Bome  fDeaot  h  beesme  fixed,  and  exploding,  demoHmed  the 
sobaoner.  Commodore  Simmohs,  being  on  board  the  'Cerbe- 
ms,  «dAre89ed  an  official  letter  to  Sir  Peter  Parker,  detcrib- 
uu  (this  'ftibgukr  ^iSaAer.  Being  at  {tiichor  to  the  westward 
of  New  Lendon,  with  a  schoonw  which  he  bad  taken,  disco- 
vered aboQt  eleven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  a  line  towing 
Mtern  tvoia  (he  bows.  He^Ueved  that  some  penoB'had 
veered  awtfy  by  H  md  immediat^y  began  to  hatil  hk.  'A 
iaitor,  telonglog  to  the  schocfner,  taldug  it  for  a  'fislAlig  IhM^ 
laid  hold  of  it  and  drew  in  about  fifteen  fathoms.  4t  wai 
buoyed  ap  by  »mall  pieees  of  wood  tied  to  it  at  st&ted  dis- 
tances. At  the  end  of  tbe  rope  a  macbine  vtas  fastened  tM 
heavy  for  «De  man  to  pnll  up,  for  K  exceeded  one  bundreJT 
pounds  in  weight.  The  other  pe<^le  of  the  schomer  Comil^r 
to  his  assistance,  they  drew  it  on  deck.  While  the  men 
were  esftSiinhiE;  tbe  machine,  about  five  minutes  from  the 
lime  tlie  Wheel  had  been  put  in  motion,  it  exploded,  blew 
tbe  vessel  4nt«  pieces,  and  set  Wr  on  lire.  Thirfle  men  VMr« 
killed,  «ftd  tbe  fowrth  blown  into  ^e  whter,  mudi  ligured. 
Oa  examinibg  reurtl  t'le  «blp  aftetr  this  accideM,  ttto  'Aber 
tnt  irf  tte  l)ti6  was  diiCO^-ered,  buoyed  up  ill  thb  i«iM  mHtUt 
16 
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Ber  ;  thii  the  commodore  ordered  to  be  inatantly  cut  away, 
for  fear  of  hauliDg  up  another  of  tbe  ui/emois,  as  he  termed 
it.  These  machioes  were  conitructed  with  wheels,  furnished 
with  irona  sharpened  at  the  end,  and  projecting  about  an  inch, 
io  order  to  strike  the  sides  of  the  veBsel  when  hauling  them 
up,  thereby  setting  the  wheels  in  motion,  which  ic  the  space 
of  five  minutes  causes  the  explosion.  Had  the  whole  appa- 
ratus been  brought  to  operate  on  a  ship  at  the  same  time,  it 
mast  have  occasioned  prodigious  destruction.  Mr.  Bushnell 
contrived  another  ingenious  expedient  to  effect  his  favorite 
object.     He  fixed  a  lai^e  number  of  kegs,  charged  with 

Sowder,  to  explode  on  coming  in  contact  with  any  thing  while 
oating  alot^  with  the  tide.  He  set  his  squadron  of  kegs 
afloat  ID  tbe  Delaware,  above  the  English  shipping,  in  De- 
cember, 1 777.  The  kegs  were  in  the  night  set  adrift,  to 
fall  with  tbe  ebb,  on  the  shipping  ;  but  the  proper  distance 
could  not  be  well  ascertained,  and  they  were  set  adrift  at 
too  great  a  distance  from  the  vessels,  hy  which  means  they 
were  obstructed  and  dispersed  by  the  ice.  Tbey  approach- 
ed, however,  in  the  day  time,  and  one  of  them  blew  up  a 
boat,  and  others  exploded,  which  occasiwied  among  the  Brit- 
ish seamen  the  greatest  alarm  and  consternation.  They 
actually  manned  the  wharves  and  shipping  at  Philadelphia, 
and  discharged  their  small  arms  and  cannon  at  every  thing 
they  could  see  floating  in  the  river,  during  the  ebb  tide. 
This  incident  has  received  the  name  of  the  batik  of  the  kegg, 
and  furnished  a  subject  for  an  excellent  and  humorous  song, 
by  the  Honorable  Francis  Hopkinson,  which  is  inserted  m 
the  Appendix. 

•April. — Major  General  Lee,  captured  by  the  enemy  in 
December,  1776,  has  been  exchanged  for  Major  General 
Prescott,  who  was  taken  at  Rhode  Island,  hy  Colonel 
Barton. 

The  glorious  intelligence  being  announced,  that  Congress 
have  negotiated  a  treaty  oj  alliance  tnilk  the  Court  of  France, 
General  Washington  has  issued  the  following  orders  for  the 
army  to  celebrate  the  momentous  event. 

Head  Quarters,  Camp,      > 
Valley  Forge,  Mav  5lh,  1778.  J 
It  having  pleased  the  Almighty  Ruler  of  tie  Universe  pro- 
pitiously to  defend  the  cause  of  the  United  American  States, 
and  finidly,  by  raising  us  up  a  powerful  friend  among  the 
Princes  of  the  Earth,  to  establish  our  liberty  and  in^epend- 
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ence  w  a  lasting  foundation  ;  it  becomes  us  to  set  apart  a 
day  for  graterulTjr  acknowledging  the' Divine  goodness,  and 
celebrating  the  important  event  which  we  owe  to  His  benign 
interposition. 

'The  several  brigades  are  to  be  assembled  for  this  purpose 
at  nine  o'clock  tomorrow  morning,  when  their  Chaplains  wil] 
communicate  the  intelligence' contained  in  the  Postscript  to 
the  Pennsylvania  Gazette  of  the  second  instant,  and  offer  up 
a  Thanksgiving,  and  deliver  a  discourse  suitable  to  the 
occasion. 

At  half  past  ten  o'clock  a  cannon  will  be  fired,  which  is 
to  be  a  signal  for  the  men  to  be  under  arms.  The  Brigade 
Inspectors  will  then  inspect  their  dresd  and  arms,  form  the 
battalions  according  to  the  instructions  given  (bem,  and  an- 
nounce to  the  commandii^  ofBcers  of  brigades  that  the  bat- 
talimis  are  formed.  The  Brigadiers  and  Commandants  will 
then  appoint  the  field  officers  to  command  the  battalions  ; 
after  which,  each  battalion  will  be  ordered  to  load  and 
ground  their  arms. — At  half  past  eleven,  another  cannon 
will  be  fired  as  a  signal  for  the  march  ;  on  which  the  several 
brigades  will  begin  their  march  by  wheeling  to  the  right  by 
platoons,  and  proceed  by  the  nearest  way  to  the  left  of  (heir 
ground,  in  the  new  position  that  will  be  pointed  out  by  the 
Brigade  Inspectors. — -A  third  signal  will  be  given,  on  which 
there  will  be  a  discharge  of  thirteen  cannon  ;  when  the 
thirteenth  has  fired,  a  running  fire  of  the  infantry  will  begin 
on  the  right  of  Woodford's  and  continue  throughout  tbe  whole 
front  line  ;  it  will  then  be  taken  up  on  the  left  of  the  second 
line  and  continue  to  the  right — on  a  signal  given,  the  whole 
arm  will  huzza — Long  live  the  King  of  France  .' 

The  artillery  will  then  begin  again,  and  fire  thirteen 
rounds.  This  will  be  succeeded  by  a  second  general  dis- 
charge of  the  musketry  in  a  running  fire — Hu:ut !  long  live 
the  Friendly  European  Powers.'  Then  the  last  discharge 
of  thirteen  pieces  of  artillery  will  be  given,  followed  by  a 
general  running  fire — Huzza  for  the  .American  Slates ! 

Agreeably  to  the  above  orders.  His  Excellency  General 
Washington,  his  lady  and  anite.  Lord  Stirling,  the  Countess 
of  Stirling,  with  other  Genera]  officers  and  ladies,  attended 
at  nine  o'clock  at  the  Jersey  brigade,  when  the  Postscript 
mentioned  above  was  read,  and  after  a  prayer  a  suitable  dis- 
course delivered  to  Lord  Stirlmg's  division  by  the  Rev.  Mr, 
Hunter. 
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On  the,  ligMl  M  Mf  sfter  el«T<«Si  t^  nbok)  am^  le* 
paired  t»  tbair  sJoriti  post*  ;  or  whiob:  G^necftt  Washington, 
Qcoompanied  V7  the  geaecsl  officers,  reviewed  the  miole 
army  at  their  respective  posts  ;  and'afler  the  firing  of  the 
cauooa'  and  EMiskctrf  >  apd  l^e  huaxas  were  given  agraoaj))^ 
to  the  ocden/tiM  army  returned  to  their  respeetiTe  bcigado 
jM'Rdes,  and  were  di)Du«»ed. 

■  AJIl  the  oilcen  of  the  arv^  the»  Maeaibled,  sftd  p^rtool; 
of  a  collKtioa  provided,  by  the  Geoera),  at  which  several 
patriotic  toasts  were  given,  accompanied  with  three  cheers. 
His  Excellency  tooii  leave  of  the  offitcets  at  five  o'clock,  on 
which  there  was  ujiiverBal  fauazawg — tiong  itoB  Gtneroi 
Washington '.  -  and  clapping  of  bawb  tiU  the  Gteneral  rode 
■ome  distance;.  The  noa-coiBDWEioned  officers  and  privates 
followed  the  example  of  their  officers  ftithe  Geoera)  pasaed 
tk«ir  brigades.  Approbation  udaed  waA  conspicvous  in, 
every  couatenaoce,  and  untversal  joy  reigvedt^ro^ghout  the 
eamp. 

My  fri«^,  MajoB  Minnis,  from  Head  Qaerteri  at  Valley 
Forge,  has  detailed  to  me  the  ptrtioulv  cireqiastaBCieB  of 
tiie  distreas  and  privation*,  which  ogr  army  suffered,  while 
in  winter  quarters  at  that  place,  the  last  winter.  In  the 
nonU)  of  December,  the  troops  were  employed  ia  ereotijig 
leg  huts  for  winter  quarters,  when  about  (Hie  half  oi  the 
men  were  destitute  of  small-clothes,  shoes,  and  stockings  ; 
some  thousands  were  witbwt  blankets,  avd  were  obliged  to 
warm  themselves  ever  fires  all  oi^t,  after  the  fatigues  of 
the  day,  instead  of  reposing  is  comfortable  lodgizigB.  At 
one  time,  nearly  three  thousand  mep  were  returned  unfit  fot 
duty,  from  the  want  of  clothing,  and  it  was  not  uncpnuDoeto 
track  the  march  of  the  men  over  ice  and  frozen  ground,  by 
the  blood  from  tbeir  naked  feet.  Several  times  during*  tJie 
winter,  they  experienced  little  leia  than  a  f«miiie  iij  caqan  ; 
and  more  than  once  our  general  officers  were  alarmed  by 
the  fear  of  a  total  dissolution  of  the  army  from  the  want  of 
provisions.  For  two  or  three  weeks  in  succession,  the  men 
were  on  half  allowance,  and  for  four  or  five  days  without 
bread,  and  again  ai  many  without  beef  or  pork.  It  was 
with  great  difficulty  that  men  enough  could  he  foaiHJ,  in  a 
condition  fit  to  discharge  the  mUitary  capp  duties  ffom  d^y 
to  day,  and  for  this  purpose  those  who  were  uiked,  borrowed 
from  those  who  had  clothes.  It  cannot  be  desm,ed  strange, 
that  sickness  and  mortality  were  the  consequence  of  such 
privations,  in  the  midst  of  an  inclement  season.    Under  tbese 
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unewiBipled  anfferu^,  tbs  uddicn.  exercised  a  degrse  oS 
patience  and  fortitude,  which  raflecti  on  them  the  faigiieit 
honor,  and  which  ought  ever  to  entitle  them  to  the  gratitude 
of  their  oountnr.  The  army  indeed  was  not  without  coa>o^ 
latiov,  for  his  Excellency  the  Comuiander  in  Chief,  whonf 
everjt  soldier  venerates  and  toves,  manifested  a  fatherly- 
eoBcem  and  fellow  feeling  for  their  sufi'erings,  and  niad» 
Qv.ery  exertion  in  his  p«wer  to  remedy  the  evil,  and  ta  ad- 
lunister  the  much  desired  relief.  Being  authorised'  by 
Gongress,  he  reluctantly  resorted  to  the  unpopular  expedieat 
of  taking  proTiaiona  &o«  the  inbabitasts  by  force,  and  thus 
procured  a  small  suraty  for  immediate  necessity.*  Tbia 
was  the  unhappy  condition  of  that  army,  on  whom  General 
Washington  had  to  rely  for  the  defence  of  eveiy  thing  held 
moat  dear  by  Americans,  and  this  too,  while  situated  within 
sixteen  miles  of  a  powerful  adversary,  with  a  greatly  supe- 
riot  arnsy  of  veterans,  watching  with  a  vigilant  eye  for  an 
opportunity  to  effect  ita  destruction.  '  But  a  fact  which 
excites  tkte  greatest  indignatioa  and  astooishment,  is,  that  at 
the  critical  period  above  mentioned,  a  party  in  Congren,  in 
eaacert  with  General  Conway,  was  endeavoring  to  remov» 
General  Washington  from  the  supreme  command.'  If  the 
American  army  is  to  be  annihilated,  aud  the  cause  of  our 
country  sacrificed,  to  gratify  individual  ambition,  then  i» 
there  a  faction  ripe  for  the  execution  of  the  object.  No 
■AH,  perhaps,  ever  had  a  greater  combinatioa  of  vexations' 
evils,  and  uncontrollable  obstacles  to  encounter,  than  thi» 
incomparable  patriol  and  warrior ;  and  no  oue  surely  ever 
JMMieasad  in  a  more  emmeol  degree,  the  peculiu'  talent* 
end  qualities  requisite  for  the  dischai^e  of  the  important 
dntiei  assigned  him  inhis  elevated  station.  He  has  acquirect 
the  full  confidence  of  every  tUthful  officer  and  soldier  under 
his  command,  and  his  wisdom  and  judgment  are  considered 
adequate  to  the  most  trying  exigences.  He  rises  in  the  midst 
of  distress,  and  gains  strength  by  misfortunes.  The  Assem- 
bly of  Pennsylvania,  and  a  certain  party  in  our  Congress, 

*It  wu  DD  Ihii  oconan  tlutt  k  r«a^  oScer  of  dialinclioti,  laiii  to  «  IKvad  of 
MM,  that  ha  d«q>dr«d  of  onr  Imtapasdnca,  fbc  whila  wmlliio|  vitb  G«Mnl 
Wtiivi^tm,  »iaog  tlie  oldian'  huu,  bf  hau-d  li-om  UU17  Toicei  aohoiog  lhnM|l| 
tba  opm  cratieealialwean  tha  log*,  "  nam,  no  elothn,  na  protirimu,  na  ram/' 
Snd  vhea  1  miMmbla  baiag  wu  smd  6iUiB^  (ram  ona  bal  to  uwtbar,  his  nakedDen 
wu  mdj  cotw«d.  bf  ■  dirtj  faluket.  It  will  ba  difficult  to  roim  >  jtut  eonceplioB 
oT  Iba  T—^'-T'*  of  griof  tad  ■dttow  whicb  mun  h&Ta  harrowed  up  ihe  aoul  of  oi|r 
iUiMtnoM  pMiiot  aA  pbiknlbnpiit.  In  Uiia  dvkooing  hour  of  ulTarulj,  mnj  1^  _^ 
win  pcNHHH  laa  fcamw  tbi*  W^diiiigtoii,  wuuUI  dwpsir  of  our  la4«faid«MS>-f' 
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entertain  an  i^ei  that  the  rc^al  arnqr  was  permitted  to  take 
poBBession  of  Philadelphia  by  the  timidity,  or  by  tbe  excess- 
ive caution  of  our  Commaader  in  Chief.'  It  if  well  known, 
that  from  necessity  he  has  evinced  himself  more  the  disciple 
of  FabiuH  Ma\imus  than  of  Marcellus.  He  temporizes,  and 
acts  on  the  defensive,  when  a  superior  force,  and  the  pe- 
culiar circumstances  of  his  army  compel  him  to  adopt  such 
conduct.  But  no  one  will  deny  that  he  has  displayed  the 
greatest  courage  in  opposing  danger,  and  the  greatest  pres- 
ence of  mind  in  retreating  from  it.  He  has  perplexed  tbe 
«nemy  by  bis  Judicious  manoeuvres,  and  braved  bim  fre- 
quently in  bis  camp  ;  and  it  is  by  his  superior  generalship, 
and  the  unfailing  resources  of  his  mind,  that  the  enemy  was 
not  sooner  in  possession  of  Philadelpbia,  and  that  our  feeble, 
hair  starved,  naked  army,  has  not  been  entirely  destroyed. 
'The  candidates  who  havebeen  named  to  supersede  his  Ex- 
cellency in  the  supreme  command,  are  Generals  Lee, 
Mifflin,  Gates,  and  Conway.  Lee  has  many  advocates  in 
bis  favor.  -  Mifflin  has  no  claim,  and  it  is  believed  do  desire, 
to  be  elevated  to  this  highly  responsible  station.  The 
splendid  achievement  of  General  Gates  at  Saratoga  is  aus- 
picious to  his  preferment,  but  even  tbe  officers  and  soldiers 
who  served  under  him  in  the  northern  army,  would  not  wil- 
lingly yield  their  attachment  to  their  beloved  WasbiugttHi, 
in  whose  wisdom  and  judgment  (hey  repose  such  unbounded 
confidence.  It  is  most  unfortunate  tbatrCongress  appears  to 
be  split  into  factions  at  this  eventful  period,  when  the  salva- 
tion of  our  country  depends  on  the  harmony  and  unanimity  in 
our  councils.  A  strong  party  exists  in  this  body,  who  are 
exerting  every  nerve  to  effect  their  favorite  scheme  of  ele- 
vating Gene'ral  Gates  to  the  supreme  commands  This  gen- 
tleman is  made  the  object  of  their  applause,  and  caresses, 
I  though  he  has  been  deficient  in  duty  and  respect  in  his  offi- 
cial station,  iin  not  communicating  to  the  Commander  in 
Chief  tbe  important  intelligence  of  tbe  capture  of  General 
Burgoyne  and  his  army.  General  Conway,  a  French  gentle- 
man, has  been  appointed  by  Congress,  Inspector  General, 
with  the  rank  of  Major  General,  over  a  number  of  briga- 
diers of  regular  standing,  and  this,  even  when  it  was  notori- 
o(ia,  that  he  was  inimical  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,'  and 
tbe  author  of  letters  in  which  bis  Excellency's  character  is 
basely  aspersed  and  calumniated.  These  unhappy  dissen- 
sions and  jealousies,  occasion  the  greatest  solicitude  in  our 
army,   and  consequeuci"!  of  a  fatal  tendency  are  seriously 
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apprehended.  The  brigadiers  and  a  uumber  of  colonels 
have  remonstrated  in  strong  terms  to  Congress  respecting 
the  preferment  of  General  Comvay.  The  machinations  of 
this  insolent  foreigner  have  at  length  recoiled  on  his  own 
head.  Having  by  his  vile  intrigue,  and  insufferable  effront- 
ery, rendered  himself  an  object  of  disgust  in  his  station,  he 
has  been  induced  to  resign  his  com^uaion,  and  has  with* 
drawn  himself  from  the  army.*  Ononis  serious  occasion, 
the  character  of  Washingttm  was  found  unassailable,  and  it 
shines  with  redoubled  lustre.  His  Excellency  displays  a 
noble  magnanimity,  in  overlooking  a  want  of  confidence  in  his 
skill  and  judgment  in  his  profession.  Envy  and  malice  are 
ever  attendant  on  exalted  station  and  superior  merit. 

Albany,  JMay  16th. — In  various  parts  of  this  state,  the 
inhabitants  are  constantly  infested  with  a  banditti  of  toriea 
and  other  villains,  following  the  practice  of  robbing  and  ploo- 
dering,  stealing  horses  and  cattle,  and  often  committing 
murder  on  those  who  oppose  them  ;  and  even  on  innocent 
persons.  A  number  of  these  vile  wretches  have  been  ap- 
prehended and  condemned  ;  two  of  them  were  executed 
yesterday.  They  had  been  cmvtcted  of  robbing  the  house 
of  Mr.  Van  Ness,  whose  son,  being  a  captain  in  our  militia, 
was  taken  by  them  and  cruelly  murdered.  The  criminals 
were  conducted  to  the  gallows  by  a  guard  of  soldiers,  and 
were  attended  by  a  prodigious  number  of  spectators.  They 
manifested,  at  the  gallows,  the  most  agonizing  horrors.  One 
of  them  held  in  his  baud  a  bible  till  the  halter  deprived  him 
of  the  power  of  holding  it.     Had  this  sacred  volume  been 


*  General  CoawaffiAeT  hianainHlioa,  wueb>nsnged  b;  Genorit  Ctdntlliden 
for  hii  conduct,  uid  in  the  cocnbet  m  receiTsd  m  wound  vhich  ha  luppoaed  lobe  ft 
Bort^  one.  ftdd  coneeivinc  deeth  to  be  neoi  al  hand,  ho  cooHucled  honorbbl;  in 
■ddroring  to  General  Wiuington,  wham  he  hui  per6dioiul7~ilandered,  the  JbUov- 
mf  Ifltlor  of  apolo^. 


"  PUiaiUlpkia,  FlbniBy  2Sd.  1T78. 

pendi    -     -  -  -  -- -.-..- .L^ 

-       ,    -ffor   1 


Sib— I  find  mjrMlf  ^lut  able  to  hold  d^  pen  during  a  lew  miauiea,  and  tAke  ttiii 

jnrtonit;  at  eiprening  nydncere  gnef  for  t'-- —  ■* —   — '" —   ""  -"■' 

iBg  diaaffreeable  to  yom 
■Ilea  ana  Irnth  i»anipt  nn 


great  and  good  man.     May  you  long  enjoy  ti 
Ihae  ftates.  whoae  liberties  jou  hare  aHerted  b; 
1  am,  with  the  greauet  n 


IB  tatj  be  found  in  the  char- 


ius  compamiK  in  «arl/  I)fe>  it  vof^  iave  been  'flw  nestu  of 
arartin;  tbia  ftwful  aai  ufltinR^v  dcatii. 

30C&.— J  Attended  the  jodicwl  court  «tlh»OityH»H  ior 
die  trill  of  «  mmterof  crirnhah  accased  of  hottBe  robbery, 
bone  stealing,  and  nuirderr,  among  tbe  ^fenceleii  inhabit- 
■dtt  of  our  frontiMi.  No  lest  tbw  tea  «f  tfaeae  ibii(»«a&ts 
were  arraigned  at  t^bar.  Tbe  jwry  tooogbt  in  a  verdict 
of  guilty  against  tb^whole  namber.  Judge  John  Jay^  who 
officiated  on  the  bench,  pranouiiced  flie  awful  sentence  of 
death,  and  addreaied  tfaeu  in  a  veiy  Bolemn  and  afTectiag 
manner,  calculated  to  reine  them  to  e  sense  of  their  dread- 
fill  condititHi,  and  in  a  moving  and  patlieftic  strahj,  eqoiBed  it 
on  them  to  prepare  to  mfeet  th«ir  Gad.  ThU  loenewai 
rendered  the  more  melsn^oly  fay  absermg  aumg  the  crim- 
ioals  b  greyheaded  man  of  seventy  years,  and  his  son  about 
tfrenty.  The  criminaUty  of  the  son  aduits  of  soDw  eitmi- 
nation  from  bis  ignorance  and  the  example  of  bis  f^er. 
He  yoath  was  afterwards  pardoned  ;  but  HiB  aid  man,  frith 
several  othen,  csplated  their  crines  hy  a  public  ezecutnnL 
on  the  gallowfi. 

in  the  towa  of  Schoharie,  about  thirty  miles  from  this  city, 
a  company  of  our  troops,  under  the  command  tit  Captain 
Patrick,  has  been  for  some  time  stet4(«ed  for  tbe  purposetif 
guarding  the  inhabitants  against  the  incursions  and  civel  ntv- 
ages  of  the  Indians  and  torres.  We  have  jost  received  the 
melancholy  intelligence,  that  ^bat  two  hundred  Indiaas  and 
their  tory  allies,  felt  on  our  party  by  surpriBe,  kiHed  lfa« 
captam  and  all  but  fifteen  men,  and  most  oi  the  inhabitants 
shared  the  same  miserable  fate.  The  bodies  were  cut 
and  mangled  in  a  savage  manner,  and  some  of  them  were 
■cdped. 

June  lit. — Orders  have  been  received  for  the  Wtooval  of 
our  hospital  from  this  city  to  tbe  High  Lands,  on  tbe  Hudson 
river,  where  our  whole  army,  it  is  said,  is  about  to  assemble. 
Onrittf  my  residence  in  this  city,  I  have  contracted  but  a 
limited  acquaintance  with  tbe  mb&bitants.  They  are  cfaieflj 
L»w  Dutob,  and  not  much  inclined  to  associate  with  strao- 

El.     There  are  however,  several  families  of  respectabil- 
uid  fashion,  who  have  taken  refuge  here  from  New  York, 
ing  whom  are  some  amiable  and  accomplished  ladies,  in 
«||f^  society  I  have  been  permitted  to  enjoy  a  social  inter- 
'-Mfe^e-      The  charming  Miss  M.  H.  has    captivated   the 
heart,  and  is  destined  to  receive  the  hand  of  my  excellent 
frieul,  Dr.  W.  P.  S.,  an  auspicious  union  of  congenial  souls. 
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Bat  in  military  life  our  associates  msst  be  chiefly  those  of  a 
military  character  In  a  society  of  about  thirty  proTes* 
aional  gentlemen,  harmoaizing  in  similar  pursuits  aiid  incliim* 
tions,  our  sympathies  and  mutual  pleasures  are  mingled,  aud 
raised  to  a  state  of  the  purest  eujoyment.  We  are  now  to 
be  separated  and  subjected  to  vicissitudes  and  incidents  be- 
yond our  calculation.  Three  of  our  number  are  to  continue 
with  the  sick  in  this  place,  and  the  remainder  are  destined 
to  a  new  situation. 

■  5(\. — We  embarked  with  onr  hospital  stores  and  b 
on  hoard  of  a  sloop,  and  proceeded  with  a  fair  wku)  "t 
the  Hudson.     In  the  evening  we  landed  at  Kinderbook,  ft 
smal)  town  on  the  bank  of  Ike  river. 

Ttk. — Arrived  at  Fishkill,  where  we  replenished  our  stoek 
of  provisions. 

10th. — Proceeded  oa  our  voyage,  took  in  a  pilot  at  New 
Wiodior,  lodged  on  board,  and  on  the  llth,  reached  the 
pl»ce  of  our  destination,  landed  our  stores  and  baggage,  and 
took  possession  of  the  house  which  we  are  to  occupy  for  ft 
hospital.^  This  house  was  erected  by  Colonel  Beverly  Rob- 
inson, a  respectable  gentleman  from  Scotland,  for  his  sum- 
mer  residence,  but  being  induced  to  adhere  to  the  British 
interest,  he  has,  with  his  excellent  family,  removed  to  New 
York,  and  thereby  forfeited  his  large  estate-  This  is  n 
spacious  add  very  convenient  building,  situated-  on  the  east- 
ern bank  of  the  Hudson,  about  two  mites  from  West  Point, 
which  is  on  the  opposite  shore-'  Robinson's  house,  with  the 
out  buildings,  is  found  very  cmvement  for  a  hospital  ;  the 
farm  and  gardens  are  vety  extensive,  aflording  excellent 
pasturing  for  horses  and  cows,  and  containing  three  or  fonr 
large  orchards  abounding  in  fruit  of  various  descripttons.  In 
the  location  of  a  country  seat,  the  judgment  of  Colonel 
Robinson  is  not  much  to  be  admired,  unless  he  was  guided 
altogether  by  a  taste  for  romantic  singularity  and  novelty. 
it  is  surroimded  en  two  sides  by  hideous  mountains  and  dreary 
forests,  not  a  house  in  view,  and  but  one  within  a  mile.  The 
Hudson,  which  washes  the  borders  of  this  farm,  aflbrds  a 
facili^  of  commanicati<m  with  New  York  and  with  Albany ; 
and  the  excursion  up  or  doivn  the  river  is  truly  romantie  j 
nature  exhibits  a  chversified  scene^  of  wild  nountBiM, 
craggy  precipices,  and  noble  lofty  cliffs,  on  each  side  of  the 
river,  i^ichat  this  place  is  about  one  mile  wide.  The  bank 
on  the  west  side  is  formed  by  a  large  mountain  called  Btt- 
terhill,  and  that  on  the  east  by  another  named  Brecknock. 
17 
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At  «  small  diiUnce  Kntb  of  Robimon's  u  a  remarkable  blnlT, 
whose  rocky  clifia  ascend  almoat  perpendicularly  from  the 
water's  edge  to  the  height  of  about  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred 
feel. 

This,  from  its  singular  form  and  appearance,  is  known  by 
the  name  of  wlnihonyU  JVok.  Not  far  from  Robinson's 
bouse  is  Sugar  Loaf  Mountain,  covered  with  various  kinds 
of  forest  trees. 

l2lh.^^A  little  party,  consisting  of  three  gentlemen 
of  the  hnpital  and  myself,  resolved  on  the  attempt  to  H' 
ceDd  te  the  summit  of  Sugar  Losf  Mountain,  which  from 
its  rude  acclivity  is  deemed  almost  inaccessible.  It 
was  with  great  difficulty  and  fatigue  that  we  effected  our 
porpose,  holding  by  the  limbs  and  bushes,  while  the  decayed 
wood  and  loose  stones  sliding  from  under  our  feet,  kept  us  in 
continual  fear  of  a  fatal  fall.  Having  reached  the  summit, 
we  coatemplated  with  amazentent  the  sublime  scene  which 
opened  to  our  view.  Looking  down  as  from  a  cloud,  we 
beheld  the  Hudson,  resembling  a  vast  canal  cut  through 
mountains  of  stupendous  magnitude,  a  few  boats  playing  on 
its  surface  were  scarcely  visible.     But  to  the  pen  of  the 

Soet  and  the  pencil  of  the  painter,  be  consigned  the  task  of 
escribing  the  wonders  of  nature  there  exhibited,  in  the 
form  of  huge  mountains,  rocky  cliffs,  and  venerable  forests, 
in  one  confused  mass.  From  this  summit  too,  we  have  a 
most  interesting  view  of  the  fortress  and  garrison  of  West 
Point.  Fort  Putnam,  mi  its  most  elevated  part,  the  several 
redoubts  beneath,  and  the  barracks  on  the  plain  below,  with 
numerous  armed  soldiers  in  active  motion,'^all  defended  b^ 
the  most  formidable  machinery  of  war,  combine  to  form  a 

Eicturesque  scenery  of  peculiar  interest,  which  can  be 
eightened  only  when  from  the  cannon's  mouth  issue  fire  and 
smoke,  and  the  earth  trembles  with  its  rear  and  thunder. 
While  musing  on  the  rich  scenery,  we  observed  a  num- 
ber of  large  rocks,  which  seemed  to  have  but  a  slender 
hold  at  their  bases,  we  conceived  that  it  would  not  be  diffi- 
cult to  undermine  and  precipitate  them  down  the  steep  pre- 
cipice. Having  a  consultation  to  decide  on  the  most  eligible 
mode  of  effecting  our  purpose,  we  resolutely  commenced 
die  laborious  enterprize  ;  destitute  of  every  kind  of  utensil, 
we  procured  each  one  a  limb  of  a  sapling,  with  which  we 
burrowed  away  the  earth,  and  soon  perceived  the  happy 
effects  of  our  industry  ;  the  rock  began  to  totter,  and  soon 
foreed  its  way  through  trees  and  bushes  down  the  precipice 
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into  the  river.  Among  other  cnrioaitiea  we  viflired  the  path 
made  by  the  descent  of  PutaKm's  rock.  Colonel  Rufus 
Putnam  ascended  this  monDtaia  with  forty  men,  who  were, 
for  amusement,  employed  about  two  days,  in  precipitating 
from  Ks  summit  a  rock  of  many  tons  weight  into  the  rirer. 
Such  was  the  force  of  this  ponderous  body,  that  in  its  pas- 
sage it  cat  down  trees  of  a  large  size,  and  nothing  could 
impede  its  course  til)  it  fell  with  a  tremendous  crash  into 
the  river.  The  rock  was  of  such  size,  that  a  part  of  it 
remained  above  water,  and  Colonel  Putnam,  standing  on  its 
top,  holding  in  his  hand  a  bottle  of  spirits,  gave  to  it  the 
name  of  Putnam's  rock. 

'Jtdv2d, — By  Dr.- Brown,  Surgeon  General,  just  arrived 
from  Philadelphia,  we  are  favored  with  the  intelligence  that 
commissioners  have  arrived  from  the  British  govemmeot 
with  new  proposals  for  the  purpose  of  a  reconciliation  be- 
tween the  two  countries.'  It  appears  that  in  consequence 
ef  the  capture  of  General  Burgoyne  and  his  army,  the  Par- 
liament had  manifested  great  mortification  and  alarm,  and 
have  been  induced  to  pass  some  acts,  with  a  view  of  recon- 
ciliation, more  consistent  with  the  iust  claims  of  America 
than  those  formerly  declared.  The  royal  commissioners 
have  presented  to  our  Congress  their  proposals  for  a  mutual 
adjustment  of  existing  difficulties,  couched  in  such  plausible, 
and  apparently  conciliatory  language,  as  to  excite  serious 
apprehensions  that  it  may  occasion  considerable  disafiTection 
among  the  people,  if  not  division  in  our  public  councils. 
•  Fears  are  entertained  by  many,  in  and  out  of  Congress,  that 
tkb  expedient  now  adopted  by  Parliament  may  be  productive 
of  the  consequences  which  the  authors  probably  intended, 
that  of  relaxation  and  delay  in  our  military  preparations. 
There  is,  however,  a  very  important  and  radical  defect  in 
the  terms  proposed  by  the  commissioners  ;  they  are  not 
authorized  to  treat  with  Congress  on  the  principles  of  Inde- 
pendency, but  still  adhere  to  the  idea  of  a  reunion  of  the 
States,  as  colonies,'  under  the  government  of  Great  Britain. 
Firm  in  their  determination,  never  to  relinquish  this  funda- 
mental principle,  the  Congress  unanimously  rejected  the 
proflered  conditions,  and  it  is  morally  certain  that  no  terms 
short  of  an  explicit  acknowledgment  of  oar  Independence, 
will  ever  be  accepted.  A  very  animated  address  has  been 
published  by  Congress  to  their  constituents,  respecting  the 
terms  proposed  by  the  commissioners,  in  which  they  observe, 
that  "  the  haughty  Prince  who  spumed  os  from  his  feet  with 
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omtumely  and  disdain,  and  tbc  Parliament  who  proscribed 

U(,  noTT  ducend  to  offer  terms  of  aticommodatioii.  Whilst 
in  the  full  career  of  victory,  they  pulled  off  the  mask  and 
arowed  despotism.  But  having  lavished  in  vain  the  blood 
and  treasure  i^  Ibeir  sohjects,  in  pursait  of  this  execrable 
purpose,  they  now  endeavor  to  ensnare  us  with  insidious 
offers  of  peace.  They  would  seduce  us  into  a  dependence 
which  necessarily  and  inevitably  leads  to  the  most  humiliat- 
ing slavery.  And  do  they  believe  you  will  accept  these 
fatal  terms  because  you  have  suffered  the  distresses  of  war  .'' 
Do  they  suppose  that  you  will  basely  lick  the  doat  before 
the  feet  of  your  destroyers  .'  Can  there  be  a  mau  so  lost 
to  the  feehogs  that  adorn  hnman  nature,  to  the  generous 
pride,  the  elevation,  the  dignity  of  freedom  f  Is  there  a 
man  who  would  not  abhor  a  depeDdeoce  on  those  who  have 
deluged  his  country  in  the  blood  of  its  iohabitants  ?  We 
cannot  suppose  this,  neither  can  we  suppose  that  they  them- 
•elves  expect  to  make  many  converts.  What  then  is  their 
intention  r  Is  it  not  to  lull  you  with  the  fallacious  hopes 
of  peace,  till  they  can  assemble  new  armies  to  prosecute 
their  nefarious  designs  f  If  this  is  not  the  case,  why  do 
they  meanly  court  each  little  tyrant  of  Europe  to  sell 
them  bis  unhappy  slaves }  Why  do  tbey  continue  to 
embitter  the  miods  of  the  savages  against  you  i  Surely 
this  is  not  the  way  to  conciliate  the  affections  of  America. 
3<  not  deceived."  The  address  then  proceeds  to  encourage 
the  people  with  tbe  fairest  prospect  of  success  in  the  full 
cstablisbment  of  their  liberty  and  independence.  The  most 
powerful  incentives  to  perseverance  and  extrtion  are  held 
forth  as  the  means  of  vanquishing  tbe  foes  of  our  country. 
"  Above  all  bring  forward  your  armies  into  tbe  field.  Trust 
not  to  appearances  of  peace  or  safety.  Be  assured  that 
unless  you  persevere  you  will  be  exposed  lo  every  species 
of  barbarity  ;  but  if  you  exert  tbe  means  of  defence  which 
God  and  nature  have  given  you,  the  time  ^vilJ  soon  arrive 
when  every  man  shall  sit  under  his  ovra  vine,  and  under  bis 
own  fig  tree,  and  there  shall  be  none  to  make  him  afraid." 

3d. — A  great  degree  of  dissatisfaction  has  prevailed  for 
some  time  among  the  officers  of  our  army.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  a  considerable  proportion  of  our 
officers,  it  is  presumed,  engaged  in  tbe  service  from  the 
purest  motives  of  patriotism  ;  some,  doubtless,  were  actu- 
ated by  pecuniary  vieivs,  or  influenced  by  the  novelty  of  tbe 
employment,  and  with  the  expectation  that  the  contest  would 
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be  of  short  contiBuance.  These  incentires  appear  in  a  great 
measure  to  have  vanished.  The  active  spirit  of  patriutism 
is  not  to  be  considered  as  inexhaustible  ;  when  it  has  made 
the  most  liberal  personal  sacrifice,  it  is  disposed  to  languish 
and  to  resign  its  duties  to  others  who  hold  an  equal  stake  in 
the  public  weal.  The  military  commission,  which  in  other 
armies  is  eagerly  sought  for,  and  prized,  as  entitling  the 
hearer  to  the  post  of  honor  and  profit,  is  in  ours  held  in  little 
estimation,  and  in  some  instances  it  is  scarcely  considered 
as  reputable.  The  paper  money  in  which  our  army  is  paid, 
has  greatly  depreciated,  and  an  officer  can  with  difiiculty 
realize  an  adequate  support  while  in  camp,  and  those  who 
have  families  dependant  on  them,  are  reduced  to  the  great- 
est embarrassments.  Many  officers,  when  commissioned, 
relinquished  lucrative  professions,  or  employments,  and  are 
devoting  the  most  precious  portion  of  life  to  the  service  of 
their  country.  When  we  contemplate  the  destitute  condi- 
tion which  may  he  his  lot  at  the  close  of  the  war,  or  the 
wretched  circumstances  in  which  he  may  be  called  to  leave 
his  family  ui  case  he  should  not  survive  this  period,  no  one 
can  be  surprised  that  he  is  dissatisfied  in  his  present  sitoa- 
tion,  and  that  he  claims  from  the  public  a  more  ample  re- 
muneration. These  considerations  will  account  for  the  nu- 
merous resignations  which  have  talten  place,  and  which  have 
occasioned  the  Commander  in  Chief  much  anxiety  and  con- 
cern. Apprehending  that  he  should  be  deprived  of  the 
services  of  many  meritorious  officers,  his  Excellency  Gen- 
eral Washington  made  a  feeling  representation  to  Congress 
relative  to  tbe  subject.  A  committee  of  that  honorable 
body  has  been  appointed  to  confer  with  the  general,  and  in 
concert  with  him,  to  make  and  recommend  such  new  ar- 
rangements as  should  appear  eligible.  His  Excellency 
strongly  recommended  a  half  pay  establishment,  which  he 
ccmceived  was  indispensably  necessary,  to  induce  theolficerB 
to  continue  in  the  service,  and  cheerfully  discharge  their 
respective  duties,  as  many  have  already  resigned,  and  appli- 
cation for  it  is  frequently  made  by  others.  Besides  adopting 
some  method  to  make  the  provision  to  officers  equal  to  their 
present  exigencies,  a  due  regard  should  be  paid  to  futurity. 
"  Nothing,  in  my  opinion,"  says  his  Excellency,  "  would 
serve  more  powerfully  to  reanimate  their  languishing  zeal, 
and  interest  them  thorou^y  m  the  service  than  a  half  pay 
establishment."  This  conference  and  representatiou  pro- 
duced the  desired  effect.    Congress  being  convinced  of  the 
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proprietjr  and  neceMJty  of  making  further  prorbimi  for  the 

eDGouragement  of  their  armjr,  resolved  unanimousljr,  that  all 
militafy  officers,  commiBsIoned  bj  CoDgress,  who  now  are, 
or  hereafter  may  be,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  shall  continue  therein  during  the  war,  shall,  after  the 
conclusion  of  it,  be  entitled  to  receive  annually  for  the  term 
of  seven  years,  if  they  live  so  long,  one  half  of  the  present 
pay  of  sucb  officers.  They  further  resolved  unanimously, 
that  every  non-commissioned  military  officer,  or  soldier,  who 
has  enlisted  or  shall  enlist  in  the  service  of  these  States 
during  the  war,  and  shall  continue  therein  to  the  end  thereof, 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  a  further  reward  of  eighty  d(^ 
tars  at  the  expiration  of  the  war. 

4tk. — Intelligence  has  reached  us  that  the  royal  army, 
onder  the  command  of  General  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  has  evac- 
uated Philadelphia,  and  while  marching  through  Jersey  to 
New  York,  General  Waihingtim  attacked  them  near  Mon- 
mouth court  house,  ou  the  28th  of  June,  aud  a  warm  engage- 
ment ensued.  This  contest  was  conducted  with  military 
ardor  and  spirit,  on  the  side  of  both  armies ;  but  was  not  on  so 
broad  a  scale  as  to  prove  very  decisive  in  its  consequences. 
Each  side,  it  is  said,  claims  the  victory  ;  but  allowing  the 
honor  to  he  equally  divided,  the  enemy  is  incomparably 
the  greatest  sufferer.  If  reports  are  accurate,  the  loss  of 
the  royalists  consists  of  four  officers,  and  two  hundred  and 
forty-Dve  rank  and  file  killed,  and  left  in  the  field  buried  by 
our  people  ;  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-five  wound- 
ed ;  one  hundred  and  seventeen  prisoners  ;  and  one  thousand 
five  hundred  and  seventy-two  deserted  during  the  march  ; 
total  of  their  loss,  after  they  left  Philadelphia,  according  to 
accounts  circulated,  three  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
nine.  Of  the  continentals,  according  to  returns,  sixty>oine 
were  killed,  one  hundred  and  forty-two  wounded,  and  about 
one  hundred  missing.  The  intense  beat  of  the  weather, 
great  fatigue,  and  drinking  c<dd  water,  proved  fatal  to  about 
sixty  or  eighty  men  of  each  party.  General  Washington 
commanded  in  person  ou  this  memorable  day.  He  was  ex< 
posed  to  every  danger  while  encouraging  and  animating  his 
troops,  and  his  presence  and  example  were  of  the  utmost 
importance  duruig  the  day.  After  the  acti<Hi,  at  night,  be 
laid  down  in  bis  cloak  under  a  tree,  with  the  expectation  of 
recommencing  the  battle  in  the  morning,  but  the  royal  army 
silently  retreated  duruig  the  night  without  beii^  pursued. 
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One  UDfortanate  circumstance  occurred  on  this  occasion, 
ffhich  created  considerable  emfaarrasBment,  and  deranged 
the  plan  of  operations.  Major  Oeneral  Lee  was  ordered  hj 
the  Commander  id  Chief,  to  advance  and  attack  the  enemy's 
rear,  so  soon  as  a  primer  opportunity  should  offer.  Having 
approached  very  near,  instead  of  engaging,  he  lulfered  his 
troops  to  retreat  in  some  confusion.  On  learning  this,  faia 
Eicellency  was  esceedii^ly  mortified  and  astonished  ; 
coming  up  to  General  Lee,  and  meeting  part  of  bis  corps  in 
their  flight,  he  with  same  warmth  inquired  the  cause  of  bis 
retreat,  and  addressed  General  Lee  in  language  which  im* 
plied  censure.  The  high  spirited  Lee  could  not  brook  the 
slightest  appearance  of  disapprobation,  and  replied  with  an 
air  of  disrespect.  He,  however,  requested  of  his  Excel- 
lency fresh  orders  for  the  conduct  of  bis  corps,  and  these  he 
promptly  obeyed,  and  discovered  no  want  of  bravery  in  the 
field.  But,  unable  to  qnell  the  rankling  of  a  turbulent  tem- 
per, be  addressed  after  the  battle,  two  letters  to  the  Com- 
oiander  in  Chief,  cmtaining  improper  and  disrespectful 
expressions.  As  if  in  defiance  of  superior  authority,  he 
demanded  a  trial  by  a  court  martial,  that  he  might  have  an 
opportunity  of  vindicating  his  conduct,  in  consequence  of 
which  his  Excellency  has  put  him  under  arrest  to  await  hia 
trial. 

6th. — Congress  have  passed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  General 
Washington  and  his  army,  for  their  brave  cwduct  at  the 
battle  of  Monmouth. 

8th. — I  accompanied  Dr.  Woodruff  to  Fisfakill  village^ 
about  fourteen  miles.  Dined  at  the  hospital  with  our  old 
friends,  Dra.  Adams  and  Eustis.  They  are  pleasantly  situ- 
ated in  a  secure  retreat,  for  the  accommodation  of  our  sick 
and  wounded  soldiers. 

It  is  expected  the  French  government  will  lend  os  their 
assistance  and  co-operation  against  our  English  adversaries. 
It  is  asserted  that  a  powerful  French  fleet  will  soon  arrive 
on  our  coast. 

16tA. — His  Excellency  the  Commander  in  Chief  visited 
West  Point,  to  take  a  view  of  the  works  which  are  cw 
structing  there.  His  arrival  was  announced  by  the  dischai^e 
oC  thirteen  cannon,  the  number  of  the  United  States. 

ZQtk, — Having  a  number  of  sheep  running  at  large  in  the 
woods  belongiog  to  our  hospital,  end  being  in  want  of  mutton, 
I  was  induced  to  assist  the  slaughterers  with  my  gun  against 
these  harnless  animals.    In  pursuit  of  this  game.  I  devoted 
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most  of  the  day,  and  a  tingle  sheep  only  VBs  tbe  reward  of 
my  labor  and  fatigae.  On  my  return,  I  was  accused  of 
want  of  skill  as  a  marksman,  and  Dr.  Preicott  challenged 
me  to  decide  onr  superiority  hy  firing  at  a  mark  ;  the  cbiJ- 
leage  accepted,  wa  placed  as  object  at  the  end  of  our 
gtrden.  ATt^r  the  third  fire,  we  were  checked  by  an  an- 
pleasant  incident.  Several  horses  were  grazing  in  a  field 
directly  in  our  range,  and  one  of  them,  a  valnable  animal, 
received  a  ball  through  his  body.  The  wound  on  examina- 
tion was  found  to  be  fatal,  tbe  skiH  of  the  surgeon  could 
avail  nothing,  and  to  add  to  our  chagrin,  we  were  informed 
that  tbe  animal  was  the  property  of  Brigadier  GeneraJ 
Glover,  and  was  by  him  highly  prized.  We  soon  received  a 
billet  from  the  general,  and  on  waiting  on  him  at  West 
Point,  to  adjust  the  terms  of  settlement,  he  demanded  the 
cost  of  the  hofse,  which  was  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
Jsitice  and  honor  required  that  we  should  promptly  comply 
with  his  demand.  A  soldier  who  had  tbe  charge  of  the 
horses,  informed  us  that  one  of  the  balls  struck  the  ground 
within  a  yard  of  his  feet ;  had  the  pow  fellow  been  the 
victim,  the  catastrophe  would  have  been  much  more  melan- 
choly ;  but  the  event  is  sufficiently  unfortunate  to  deter  us 
from  again  sporting  with  our  guns  at  random  shot. 

2'Hh. — Colonel  Malcome,  from  West  Point,  with  his 
much  admired  lady,  and  several  other  offieers,  favored  us 
with  (heir  company  to  dine  ;  we  treated  our  polite  guests 
with  all  the  civilities  and  all  the  comforts  in  our  power,  and 
the  cheering  glass  was  not  removed  till  evening,  when  we 
accompanied  them  to  the  river  side,  and  finished  two  bottles 
of  port  on  board  their  barge. 

'  26tk. — Agreeably  to  invitation,  the  gentlemen  of  our 
hospital  returned  the  visit  to  Colonel  Malcome,  at  West 
Point,  and  were  entertained  in  the  most  genteel  manner. 

Here  I  had  the  pleasure  of  being  introduced  to  Colonel 
Thaddeus  Kosciusko,  a  gentleman  of  distinction  from  Poland, 
Having  recently  arrived  in  our  country,  he  is  employed  in 
the  engineer  department,  with  the  rank  of  colonel.  He  has 
amused  himself  while  stationed  on  this  point,  in  laying  out  a 
curious  garden  in  a  deep  valley,  abounding  more  in  rocks 
than  soil  ■  1  was  gratified  in  viewing  his  curious  water  foun* ' 
tain,  with  spouting  jets  and  cascades.* 

•  KoKinha  wai  &  favorite  of  Um  Kuj  oT  PoUnd.  biit  luTiof  almd  with  » 
beurtUbl  Udf  at  high  riok,  the;  tnra  omtalim  in  iktir  Ufla  bj  tmltllitt,  iTlt» 
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The  public  nund  ti  now  in  a  state  of  eiciteroent,  occa- 
fltoned  by  the  improper  proceedings  of  the  royal  commis- 
sioners for  restoring  peace.  They  have  made  a  second 
commmiioation  to  Congresi,  bnt  still  without  any  intimation 
of  the  recognition  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  ; 
but  address  them  on  the  supposition,  that  the  people  of  Ame- 
rica are  itilt  the  sabjects  of  the  crown  of  Britain.  ThU 
last  commimication  is  drafted  with  much  art  and  address, 
'  calculated  to  excite  jealousies  and  division  among  the  people. 
Not  content  with  their  public  declaratitms,  and  proposal! 
addressed  (o  Congress,  they  have  actually  descended  t« 
the  dishonorable  act  of  insidious  offers  to  corrupt  some  dis- 
tinguished individuals.  Governor  Johnstone,  one  of  the  com- 
missianers,  witb  inexcusable  eflTrontery,  offered  a  bribe  to 
Mr.  Reed,  a  member  of  Congress.  In  an  interview  with 
Mrs.  FergUBon,  of  Philadelphia,  whose  husband  is  a  royalist, 
be  desired  that  she  would  mention  to  Mr.  Reed,  that  if  be 
would  engan  bis  interest  to  promote  the  object  of  fheir 
commi8sioiq'*lte  might  have  any  office  in  the  coloniei,  in  tht 
gift  of  hit  Britannic  majesty,  and  ten  tlwusand  pounds  in  hand. 
Haviof  solicited  an  interview  with  Mr.  Reed,  Mrs.  FergnsoB 
made  her  communication.  Spurning  the  idea  of  being  purchas- 
ed, he  replied,  "  that  he  was  not  worth  purchasing,  but  such 
as  he  was,  the  king  of  Great  Britain  was  not  rich  enough 
to  do  it-"  Congress  declined  all  further  intercourse  with 
the  commissioners,  and  terminated  their  attempts  at  negotia- 
tion, unless  their  royal  master  would  first  withdraw  his  fleets 
and  armies,  er  expressly  acknowledge  the  Independence  of 
the  United  States.  In  order  to  demonstrate  their  most 
pointed  indtgnattou  against  such  daring  attempts  to  corrupt 
their  integrity,  they  resolved,  that  it  was  incompatible  with 
their  honor  to  bold  any  further  intercourse  with  George 
Ji^nstone,  Esqaire,  more  especially  to  negotiate  witb  him 
on  affairs  in  which  the  cause  of  liberty  and  virtue  are  inter- 
ested. 

We  are  just  informed  of  a  new  order  of  fanatics,  who 
have  recently  btroduced  themselves  into  our  country,  pre- 
tending to  be  a  religious  sect ;  but  if  reports  be  true,  tbey 
are  a  disgrace  both  to  religion  and  to  human  nature.     Th^ 

m — 

nade  a  violent  aitenipt  to  re«ciie  bia  danghtar.  Eoiciusko  wu  radnced  to  the  il- 
lergaiiTe  or  dciiroj'ing  (hs  pareut  or  A  abandodiiig  Uia  obJMt  of  hi*  aSsciicai. 
Dudajning  the  ■trociwu  d«,Bd,  fas  iheathed  hia  iword,  aadaooii  afUr.baTLiif  ebuu- 
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are  'Called  Shsidng  Quakers,  or  Dancing  Quakers,  thongli 
thej  have  do  aSbity  either  in  principle  or  character  to  the 
estabtisbed  order  of  Quakers.  Their  leader  is  a  female  by 
the  name  of  Aim  Lee,  niece  of  General  Lee,  of  our  army. 
She  is  lately  from  England,  and  has  brought  over  with  her  a 
few  followers,  and  has  had  the  address  to  seduce  several 
individuals  of  our  country  to  her  party.  She  is  known  by 
the  appellatiffl]  of  Mother  Ann,  and  pretends  to  have  receiv- 
ed a  revelation  from  heaven.  *  The  method  which  they 
practise  under  the  idea  of  religious  worship,  is  so  obviously 
impious,  as  to  exceed  the  bounds  of  credibility  ;  but  we 
have  the  particulars  from  eye  witnesses,  who  have  been 
admitted  to  their  midnight  orgies.  'They  spend  whole  nights 
in  their  revels,  and  exhibit  the  most  unbecoming  scenes, 
violating  all  rules  of  propriety  and  decency.  Both  sexes, 
nearly  divested  of  clothing,  fait  to  dancing  in  extravagant 
postures,  and  frequently  whirl  themselves  round  on  one  leg 
with  inconceivable  rapidity,  till  they  fall  appajAly  lifeless 
on  the  floor.  A  spectator  asserts,  that  the  lafHftic  contor- 
tions of  body  in  which  their  pretended  religious  exercises 
consist,  bear  the  semblance  of  supernatural  .impulse,'  and 
that  no  imagination  can  form  an  adequate  idea  qf  the  extra- 
vagant conduct  of  these  infatuated  pec^le — a.'.burle3que  on 
all  moral  and  religious  principle-*  '•'/ 

Higk  Lands,  ^vgmt  3d. — I  am  now  to  notice  one  of 
the  most  dreadful  instances  of  perfidious  savage  cruelty  that 
can  perhaps  be  found  on  the  records  of  history.  However 
incredible  the  particulars  may  appear,  they  are  found 
in  various  publications,  and  received  as  indubitable  facts. 
Nor  would  1  tarnish  a  page  with  the  diabolical  transac- 
tion, till  the  detailed  account  has  been  incontrovertibly 
established.  At  a  place  on  the  eastern  branch  of  the  Sus- 
quehannah  river,  was  a  flourishing  settlement  called  Wyo> 
ming.  It  consisted  of  eight  'townships,  containing  one  thou- 
sand families  ;  and  such  was  the  zeal  with  which  they 
espoused  the  cause  of  America,  that  they  voluntarily  raised 
about  one  thousand  soldiers  for  the  continental  army.  The 
climate  and  soil  of  this  territory  are  admirably  adapted  to 
the  production  of  grain,  hemp,  fruit,  and  stock  of  all  kinds. 
The  inhabitants  of  this  secluded  spot,  might  have  lived^ 


*  Tha  lect  saw  dsnDninated  Bhakinc  ftiuksn,  tn  u  orderly  «nd  ciiil 
they  li**e  cendered  thenuelf ei  remark&le  Tor  indiutry  *iid  iofUMiilyi  uid 
pvticalu  UlMlioD  lo  agTiculltira  u>d  ihe  mecfauic  •ru. 
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the  enjoyment  of  all  the  happiness  which  results  from  har- 
mony and  the  purest  natural  afiection.  But  nnfortunately 
thej  suffered  themselves  to  be  divided  by  the  turbulent  spirit 
of  party,  distinguished  by  the  epithet  of  whig  and  tory. 
When  this  rancorous  spirit  was  .perjpitted  to  disclose  itself, 
animosities  arose  to  such  an  astonishiEg  height,  as  to  sever 
the  tenderest  ties  of  family  friendsliip,  and  the  dearest  coDr 
nexions.  Many  of  the  active  iuhabitants,  influenced  by 
malice  and  revenge,  abandoned  their  plantations,  forsook 
their  neighbors  and  friends,  and  allied  themselves  with  the 
savages,  whom  they  instigated  and  assisted  in  the  barbarous 
work  of  slaughter  and  death  amongtheir  friends.  The  inha- 
bitants, on  receiving  intelligence  that  an  enterprise  was  pre- 
paring  against  them,  and  sensible  of  their  perilous  situation, 
threw  up  entrenchments  and  redoubts,  to  defend  themselves 
against  the  gathering  storm.  About  the  first  of  July  last, 
the  ferocious  enemy,  consisting  of  one  thousand  six  hundred 
tories,  IndKOs,  and  half-blooded  Englishmen,  approached  the 
settlemenl^nd  were  perceived  lurking  about  their  borders. 
This  motley  combination  was  commanded  hy  a  Colonel  John 
Butler,  a  tory  refugee,  and  others,  no  less  inhuman  and  cruel 
than  their  savage  allies.  In  order  to  lull  the  inhabitants  into 
security,  the  enemy  several  times  sent  messages  to  the  set- 
tlers, that  they  had  no  hostile  designs  against  them,  and  the 
treacherous  Butlei  himself  declared,  that  he.  should  not  mo- 
lest them  the  present  season.  The  inh^kauts,  however,  had 
reason  to  distrust  their  professions,  and  those  cuable  of 
bearing  arms,  were  immed^tely  embodied  under  toe  com* 
mand  of  Coloiel  Zeb.  Butler,  cousin  to  the  commander  of 
the  savages.  The  women  and  children  were  directed  to 
take  refuge  in  tiie  forts.  The  enemy  approached,  and  pre- 
tending they  were  desirous  of  a  parley,  proposed  that  Colo- 
Del  Zeb.  Butler  should  meet  them  at  some  distance  from 
the  fort  for  that  purpose.  He  complied,  but  for  safety,  took 
with  him  four  hundred  armed- men.  This  j^rored  to  be  a 
fata]  stratagem  ;  he  soon  found  himself  ttirrounded  and 
attacked  on  every  side.  He  and  his  little  party  defended 
themselves  with  great  firmness  and  bravery  ;  and  the  com- 
iQander,  with  about  twenty  of  his  men,  finally  made  their 
'^  Scape.  The  enemy  now  rushed  on  and  invested  the  fort, 
ihich  they  cannonaded  most  of  the  day  ;  and  horrid  to  re- 
Ilate,  when  they  sent  in  a  demand  for  the  surrender,  it  was 
Taccompanied  by  one  hundred  and  ninety-six  bloody  scalps 
ftfkea  from  those  who  had  just  hebu  slain.     Colonel  Denni- 


143  HILITAKT  JOUUIAL,  1778.  [lUIIUIiT. 

Mn,  on  wbom  tke  commaiid  of  the  fort  had  devdved,  de- 
fended himself  till  most  of  bia  men  bad  faJleo  by  hii  tide, 
whea  he  went  out  with  a  flag,  to  inquire  what  terms  would 
be  granted  him  on  surrendering  the  earrisoa  ?  He  received 
from  the  ferocious  Butler,  a  reply  in  two  words,  "lAe 
hatch^t."  Colonel  DennistHi  was  finally  obliged  to  surrender 
at  discretion,  still  retaining  a  hope  of  mercy.  But  be  was 
wofully  mistaken,  the  threat  of  Butlep  was  rigorously  exe- 
cuted ;  after  selecting  a  few  prisoners,  the  remainder  of 
the  people,  including  women  ami  children,  were  enclosed  in 
houses  and  barracks,  which  were  immediately  set  on  fire, 
and  the  whole  consumed  together.  Another  fort  was  near 
at  hand,  in  which  were  serenty  continental  soldiers ;  on  sur- 
rendering without  cbndit!(His,  these  were,  to  a  man,  butcher- 
ed in  a  baHiarous  manner  ;  when  the  remainder  of  the  men, 
women,  and  children  were  shut  up  in  the  bouses,  and  the 
demons  of  bell  glutted  their  vengeance,  in  behdding  their 
destruction  in  one  general  conflagration  ! !  This  tragical 
scene  being  finished,  the  merciless  authors  of  irvpread  fire 
and  sword  throughout  the  settlement,  sparing  howerer,  the 
houses  and  farms  of  the  tories  ;  they  extended  their  cruel 
bands  to  the  cattle  in  the  £eld,  shooting  some,  and  cutting 
out  the  toiigucs  of  others,* Reaving  them  alive.  The  addi- 
tional particulars,  from  their  fmnaralleled  enormity,  would 
not  be  recited  here,  were  it  not  ibSt  they  have  been  already 
promulgated  from  autbentfc  sources.  One  of  the  prisoners, 
a  Captain  Badlock,  quis  in^mmitted  to  torture,  by  having  bis 
))ody  stuck  full  of  Bptinters  of  pine  Imots,  and  a  fire  of  dry 
wood  made  round  him,  when  his  two  companions,  Captains 
Ranson  and  Durkee,  were  thrown  into  the  same  fire,  and 
held  down  with  pitchforks,  til)  consumed.  One  Partial 
Terry,  the  son  of  a  man  of  resectable  character,  having 
jtnned  the  Indian  party,  several  times  sent  his  father  word 
that  he  hoped  to  wash  his  bands  in  his  heart's  blood ;  the  mon- 
altr  teitk  hts  own  hands  murdtred  his  father,  mothtr,  brothers, 
and  sisters,  sfnpped  off  their  scalps,  and  evt  off  his  Jatktr''s 
head  '.  .'  Thomas  Terry,  vAlh  his  own  hands  InUchered  his  oum 
mother,  his  father-in-law^  his  sisters  and  their  infant  childnn, 
and  exterminated  tke  whole  family  f  A  few  individuals,  mostly 
women  and  children,  made  their  escape  during  the  caroa^| 
of  the  dayy  and  dispersed  themselves,  wandering  in  t^^ 
woods,  destitute  of  provision  or  covering,  shuddering  withy 
terror  and  distress ;  tbeii-  sufferings  must  be  extreme,  and' 
their  fate  uncertain.^  It  is  only  in  the  infernal  regions  tbap 
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we  Mil  lode  for  a  parallel  iniUnce  of  aimatDral  wickedneiiJ 
The  crie«  of  widows  and  orphans  call  for  the  avecging  hand 
of  heaven.  The  name  of  Colonel  John  BalUr,  ought  to  be 
consi^ed  to  eternal  mfaiiij,  for  the  base  treachery  and  cru- 
elty with  which  he  betrayed  his  kinsman,  Colonel  Zeb.  But- 
ler, a  respectable  Aoiericait  officer,  while  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  a  Oag. 

4th. — In  company  withi  Mr.  Govemenr  Morris  and  Dr. 
Brown,(^our  Surgeoo  Genera),  I  rode  to  camp  near  White 
Plains  '^waited  on  Colonel  Scammel,  Adjutant  General, ''to 
inquire  whether  any  regiment  is  destitute  of  a  surgeonvai  1 
am  desirous  of  exchangii^  my  present  station  for  the  office 
of  regimental  surgeon.  This  object  I  might  have  effected, 
hut  Dr.  Brown  prevailed  (Hi  me  not  to  dissolve  my  connexiim 
with  the  General  Hospital  at  present.  '  From  camp  I  per- 
formed a  journey  to  Bradford,  and  from  thence  to  Danbury, , 
in  Coiuiecticut.  Dined  with  Drs.  Eustis  and  Adams,  at  their 
anarlers  at  Bradford,  and  reached  Danbory  in  the  evening. 
On  my  return,  the  5th,  dined  at  a  tavern  in  Crompond,  and 
Jn  the  aAeraoon,  I  missed  my  road  and  my  horse  tired.  I 
was  directed  into  an  obscure  path  through  athick  forest,  ami 
arrived  at  the  hospital  late  in  the  evening.  Riding  througjb 
a  thick  wood,  my  attention  wEh  arrested  by  a  novel  spectar 
ole  :  on  a  branch  of  a  Jai^e  oak  about  thirty  feet  high,  I 
observed  a  monstrous  black  snakp,  suspended  by  a  coil  of  its 
tail,  his  head  and  about  half  hia length  inclining  downwards, 
basking  in  the  snn.  It  appeared  about  two  yards  in  length, 
atid  the  size  of  a  man's  arm.  Its  skin  was  of  a'  jet  black, 
ud  its  prtMBinent  sparkling  black  eyes  were  very  beautiful. 
He  viewed  me  as  1  passed  with  the  fierceness  of  a  tiger  ;' 
but  discoverit^  none  of  those  fascinating  charms  by  wnich 
our  credulous  mother  Eve  was  so  wofuUy  beguiled,  and  dis- 
daining the  whole  progeny  of  deceivers,  I  passed  on  without 
viewing  him  ti  an  object  of  my  civilities. 

7lA. — An  unusual  number  of  patients  have  been  brought 
into  oor  hospital  within  a  few  days.  Their  diseases  are 
putrid  fever  and  dysentery,  many  of  the  cases  appear  so 
malignant,  that  it  is  feared,  they  will  baffle  all  the  skill  of 
the  physician.  ' 

^    lOtli — 'A  friend  from  Albany  informs  me,  that  three  men, 
and  two  girls,  have  lately  been  sentenced  to  suffer  death  for 
murder  and  robbery.     The  two  girls  are  sisters,  and  one  of 
the  men  is  their  brother.     Another  brother  was  executed 
|||»  last  autumn,  and  tfaeir  mother  is  now  in  prison,  awaiting  her 
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trial  for  the  ume  crime.     The  women  had  dugoiaed  them- 

•etves  io  men's  apparel,  and  uDited  with  the  tones  and  In- 
diani  in  perpetratii^  the  most  inhoman  cruelties  and  savage 
barbarities,  among  the  defenceless  and  innocent  inhabitants. 
It  is  time  this  notorious  family  should  be  eiterminated  from 
the  earth,  as  an  awful  example  to  those  wretches  who  are 
still  in  the  practice  of  similar  crimes. 

•  One  of  the  British  ships  io  the  harbor  of  New  York,  look 
6re  by  lightning  and  blew  up  ;  the  explosion  shook  the  whole 
city  like  an  earthquake,  and  excited  great  consternation 
among  the  inhabitants. 

'  Septembtr  4tk,  1778. — A  large  French  fleet  has  arrived 
OD  our  coast,  under  the  command  of  Count  D'Estaing,  and 
bu  blocked  up  the  harbor  of  Newport.  An  army,  chief- 
W  of  militia  and  volunteers,  from  the  New  England 
States,  with  two  brigades  of  continental  troops,  under 
command  of  Major  General  Sullivan,  laid  siege  to  the 
royal  army  on  the  island.  From  this  land  force,  with  the 
co-operation  of  the  French  fleet,  very  sanguine  expectations 
were  formed  that  the  enterprise  would  have  been  crowned 
with  success.  But  the  English  fleet  appeared,  and  Count 
D'Estaing  was  induced  to  pursue  them  and  to  offer  battle, 
when  unfortunately  a  violent  storm  arose,  by  which  his  fleet 
aafiered  so  considerably  that  the  Count  was  obliged  to  quit 
the  expedition,  and  proceed  to  Boston  to  repair  his  ships. 
General  Sullivan's  army  continued  several  days  on  the  island, 
besieging  the  enemy,  and  finally  a  smart  engagement  ensued,' 
in  which  both  our  regular  troops  and  the  militia,  emulous  of 
fame  and  glory,  combatted  the  enemy  during  the  day.  The 
result  of  the  contest  was  a  repulse  of  the  royal  forces ; 
they  retired  from  the  Geld  with  considerable  loss,  and  em- 
ployed themselves  in  fortifying  their  camp.  In  the  absence 
of  the  French  fleet.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  sent  from  New  York 
large  ree  n  force  me  nta,  in  consequence  of  which  it  was  unan- 
imously agreed  in  a  council  of  war,  to  retire  from  the  island. 

The  retreat  was  conducted  by  General  Sullivan,  with 
great  judgment  and  discretion,  without  loss  of  men  or  bag- 
gage, though  in  the  face  of  an  enemy  of  superior  force.' 
This  exploit  reflects  great  honor  both  on  the  general  and  the 
brave  troops  under  his  command.  In  the  honors  of  this  ex- 
-  pedition,  and  retreat.  Major  General  Greene,  and  the  Mar- 
quis de  la  Fayette  participated  conspicuously,  but  were 
greatly  disappointed  in  the  final  result. 
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"  SA. — Major  General  Lee  has  gone  through  his  trial,  be- 
fore a  court  martial,  appointed  for  the  purpose.  The 
charges  exhibited  against  him  were,  1st.  Disooedience  <^ 
orders,  in  not  attacking  the  enemy  on  the  28th  of  Juae> 
agreeahly  to  repeated  iostructiona.  2d.  For  misbehaviour 
before  the  enemy  on  the  same  day,  in  making  an  muiecessa' 

S,  disorderly,  and  shameful  retreat.  3d.  For  disrespect  to 
e  Commaoder  in  Chief,  in  two  letters  dated  June  28th, 
and  July  Ist.  To  these  several  charges  the  General  made 
a  very  able  and  excellent  defence  ;  particularizing  all  the 
circumstances  attending  the  unhappy  affair,  and  to  the  ut- 
most of  his  ability  extenuating  and  vindicating  his  conduct. 
The  court,  nevertheless,  pronounced  him  guilty,  and  their 
sentence  was,  "  that  Major  General  Lee  be  suspended  from 
hu  command,  in  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
apace  of  one  year."  This  sentence  is  like  a  mortal  wonod 
to  the  lolty  aspiring  spirit  of  General  Lee  ;  few  men  are 
less  calculated  to  sustain  a  rebuff  to  pride  and  ambitioiu 
views.' 

6th. — A  duel  was  fou^t  a  few  days  since  between  Gen- 
eral G.  and  Colonel  W.  Two  shots  were  exchanged  without 
bloodshed,  and  a  reconciliation  was  effected.  The  gentle- 
men, it  is  said,  displayed  a  firmness  and  bravery  becoming; 
their  rank  and  character,  and  have  established  their  claim 
to  the  title  of  gentlemen  of  honor.  As  their  courage  haa 
never  been  called  in  question,  the  present  rencontre  was 
unnecessary,  unless  it  be  to  evince  that  they  possess  malice 
enough  in  tLeir  hearts  to  commit  a  murderous  deed.  The 
example  of  superior  officers  will  have  great  influence  with 
those  of  inferior  rank,  whether  contending  with  the  dc^  of 
irar,  or  in  adjusting  the  minor  points  of  honor. 

8tA.— 'Major  General  Putnam  has  arrived  in  this  vicinity, 
with  the  division  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  troops  under  his 
command,  and  they  have  encamped  on  the  borders  of  the 
river. '  Brigadiers  Woodford  and  Muhlenburz  have  taken  up 
quarters  in  apartments  in  our  hospital.  -This  is  my  first 
mterview  with  this  celebrated  hero.  In  his  person  he  is 
corpulent  and  clumsy,  but  carries  a  bold,  undaunted  front.' 
He  exhibits  little  of  the  refinements  of  the  well-educated 

fentleman,  hut  much  of  the  character  of  the  veteran  soldier. 
le  appears  to  be  advanced  to  the  age  of  ^out  sixty  yean, 
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tad  it  is  famed  or  him  that  he  hu  in  raaB^  imtanen,  proved 
biintelf  >■  brave  ai  Caesar.  '  He  visited  our  hospital,  and  jB' 
biiired  with  much  solicitude  into  the  condition  of  our  patients  ; 
observing  a  considerable  number  of  men  who  were  infect< 
ed  with  the  grMutd  Uck,  generated  by  laying  on  the  ground, 
ke  inquired  why  they  were  not  cured.  I  answered,  '*be- 
eause  we  have  no  hi^'a  lard  to  make  ointment."  "  Did  you 
Mver,"  says  the  Oeneral,  "  cure  the  itch  with  tar  and  brim- 
stone .'"  "No,  Sir."  "  Then,"  replied  he  good humoredly, 
**  you  are  not  fit  for  a  doctor,',*" 

Dr.  Ferguson,  secretary  to  the  British  commissioners, 
forwarded  to  Congress  a  declaratim,  signed  by  Geoi^ 
J(4mBtone,  respectiDg  the  resolve  of  Congress  relative  to 
bis  attempt  on  the  fidelity  of  one  of  their  members,  which 
resotve  he  thinks  to  be  calculated  hy  Congress  to  delude  the 
people  of  America,  and  to  defeat  the  design  of  the  commis- 
sioners in  effecting  an  accommodation,  which  he  says  he 
would  not  prevent,  and  therefore  declines  acting  any  more 
as  a  commissioner.  Anotlier  declaration  signed  by  the  three 
commissioners,  Carlisle,  Clinton,  and  Eden,  in  which  they 
disclaim  all  knowledge  of  the  conduct  of  Governor  Johnstone, 
in  tampering  with  a  member  of  Congress,  fill  they  read  it 
in  the  newspapers.  This  paper  ccmtains  ungenerous  reflec* 
tions  on  France,  and  intimates  their  astonishment  that  the 
Americans  should  prefer  an  alliance  with  France  to  a  sub- 
mission to  the  government  of  England.  This,  their  last  man- 
ifesto, has  been  published,  and  by  permission  of  Congress, 
circulated  through  the  United  States.  It  was  addressed  to 
the  members  of  Congress,  the  members  of  the  genera! 
assemblies  or  conventions  of  the  several  cdonies,  planta- 
tions, and  prorinces,  and  was  to  be  in  force  forty  days,  from 
the  date.  It  offers  a  general  or  separate  peace  to  the  colo- 
nies, with  the  revival  of  their  ancient  government,  secured 
against  future  infringements  and  protected  forever  from 
taxation  by  Great  Britain,  if  they  will  reHnqvisk  their  inde- 
pendence, break  their  faith  with  France,  Congnta  Kming 
formed  a  treaty  ^  alliance  vntk  that  noft'on,  and  submit  to  the 
Britiek  yoke.  These,  if  not  the  positive,  are  the  implied 
terms  on  which  they  offer  peace.  But  If  their  terms  are 
not  complied  with,  then  are  we  to  expect  more  severe  ex- 
pressions  of  British  vengeance  than  we  have  hitherto  expe- 
rienced.    Hostilities  are,  they  say,  to  be  conducted  in  a 
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more  rigorous  and  terrific  form,  that  the  Uoited  States  may 
be  reDdered  of  test  imporiance  to  the  French  lG.ng,  their 
iaveterate  enemy,  and  our  new  ally.  We  are,  thereforei 
if  we  persevere  in  our  obstiuacy,  threatened  with  the  cruel 
extreme!  of  war,  and  a  desolation  of  our  country.  This 
last  manifesto  contains  a  recital  of  what  the  commissioners 
term  the  blessings  they  are  empowered  to  confer,  and  a 
warning  of  the  coatinued  train  of  evils  to  which  the  coloniea 
are  at  present  blindly  and  obstinately  exposing  themselves, 
&c.  &c.  The  commissioners  explicitly  declared  that  they 
had  ntilher  avlhoritu  nor  indination  to  acknowledge  the  colo- 
nies to  be  independent — and  Congress  having  informed  them 
that  they  would  treat  with  Great  Britain  on  no  other  terms, 
it  put  an  end  to  the  negotiation,  and  the  commissioners,  it  is 
understood,  are  preparing  to  depart  from  the  continent. 
The  British  government  manifests  extreme  chagrin  and  dis- 
appointment, on  account  of  the  prosperous  career  of  the 
United  States,  and  are  very  indignant  that  theii  conceited 
omnipotent  authority  should  he  so  presumptuously  called  in 
questioD  by  those,  whom  they  still  affect  to  consider  in  the 
li^t  of  dependant  colrniies. 

In  their  reply  to  the  declarations  of  the  commissioners, 
onr  Congress  mention  the  causes  which  induced  the  people 
of  America  to  array  themselves  in  arms,  that  it  was  the 
oppressive  and  tyrannical  measures  of  the  British  ministry, 
and  after  briefly  reciting  the  cruelties  that  had  hitherto  been 
exercised  by  their  troops,  and  navy,  acting  against  us,  they 
add,  "  that  since  their  incorrigible  dispositions  cannot  be 
touched  by  kindness  and  compassion,  it  becomes  the  duty  of 
Congress,  by  other  means,  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  human- 
ity,'* and  tbey  conclude  by  saying,  "  that  if  our  enemies 
presume  to  execute  their  threats,  and  persist  in  their  pres- 
ent mode  of  barbarity,  we  will  take  such  exemplary  ven- 
geance as  shall  deter  others  from  a  like  conduct."  Th^ 
appeal  to  that  God,  who  searches  the  hearts  of  all  men,  for 
the  rectitude  of  their  mtentions,  and  in  his  holy  presence 
declare,  "  that  as  they  are  not  moved  by  any  light  or  hasty 
suggestions  of  anger  or  revenge,  so  through  every  possible^ 
change  of  fortune  they  shall  adhere  to  this  their  determimi- 
tion." 
/  October. — The  regiment  of  cavalry,  commanded  hy  Colo- 
nel Baylor,  being  posted  on  our  lines  near  Tappan,  their 
situation  was  betrayed  by  some  lories,  and  a  party  of  the 
enemy  surprised  them  white  io  a  barn,  in  the  night,  and  raas- 
19 
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■acred  a  part  of  them  with  circnoutaaces  of  savage  cruelty. 
The  commander  of  the  party  who  disgraced  themselves  by 
this  foul  deed,  was  the  English  General  Grey.  Colonel 
Baylor's  detacluuent  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  four 
horsemen.  The  attack  was  so  sudden,  that  they  were  en- 
tirely defenceless,  and  the  enemy  immediately  commenced 
the  horrid  work  of  slaughter  ;  their  entreaties  and  cries  for 
mercy  were  totally  disregarded  by  their  savage  foes.  It 
has  been  well  ascertained  that  the  British  soldiers  were  or- 
dered by  their  inhuman  officers  to  bayonet  every  man  they 
could  find,  and  to  give  no  quarter.  Major  General  Lord 
Stirling,  having  by  request  ascertained  the  particulars  re- 
•pectlog  this  execrable  transaction,  makes  the  follDwing 
■tatement.  "  On  its  being  intimated  to  me,"  says  his  Lord- 
ship, "  that  Congress  were  desirous  to  know  the  particulars 
of  the  massacre  of  Colonel  Baylor's  regiment,  I  desired  Dr. 
Griffith,  surgeon  and  chaplain  to  General  Woodford's  brig- 
ade, and  who  attended  Colonel  Baylor  and  the  other  wound- 
ed persons,  to  collect  all  the  evidence  he  could  of  this  bar- 
barous aifair.  1  have  Just  now  received  collections  od  this 
subject"  The  collection  contains  the  affidavits  and  deposi- 
tions of  a  number  of  soldiers  belonging  to  that  unfortunate 
regiment,  who  solemnly  declare,  that  alter  they  had  surren- 
dered and  asked  for  quarter,  it  was  refused.  Thomas  HxUch- 
iruon,  sergeant  of  the  third  troop,  escaped  unhurt ;  but 
heard  the  British  soldiers  cry  out,  "  Sliver  him,"  repeated- 
ly. Culkncy,  of  the  first  troop,  who  received  twelve 
wounds,  says,  "  that  when  the  enemy  entered  the  barn, 
where  his  troops  lay,  he  and  the  men  asked  for  quarter,  and 
were  refused  ;  that  the  British  captain,  Bull,  after  inquiring 
how  many  of  the  rebels  were  dead,  on  being  told  the  num- 
ber, ordered  all  the  rest  to  be  knocked  on  the  head,  and  that 
his  orders  were  executed  on  five  or  six  of  the  wounded." 
Benson,  of  the  second  troop,  received  also  twelve  wounds  ; 
iie  declared  be  heard  the  men  in  the  barn  with  him  ask  for 
quarter,  which  was  returned  with  wounds,  and  abusive 
language  ;  he  thought  it  in  vain  to  ask  for  quarter  himself, 
as  lie  heard  the  soldiers  reply  to  others  that  begged  it, 
"  that  their  captain  had  ordered  them  to  stab  all,  and  make 
no  prisoners."  Thomas  Talley,  of  the  sixth  troop,  received 
six  wounds  ;  he  declared,  "that  after  the  enemy  had  taken 
him  and  partly  stripped  him,  the  soldiers  inquiring  of  their 
captain  what  should  be  done  with  him,  he  ordered  him  to  be 
kilJed,  and  after  that  he  received  six  wounds  in  bis  breast 
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with  their  bayonets  at  different  ttmea."  Sonthaard^  or  the 
fifth  troop,  says,  "  that  five  men  out  of  thirteen  of  their  regj- 
ment,  in  the  bam  with  him,  were  killed  outright,  and  tne 
rest,  exceptiiog  himself,  bayoneted  ;  that  he  heard  the  Brit- 
ish officer  order  his  men  to  put  all  to  death,  and  afterwards 
ask  if  they  had  finished  all — that  they  offered  quarters  to 
some,  who  on  surrendering  themselves,  they  bayoneted." 
The  depositions  of  seven  others,  attested  by  Governor  Liv- 
ingsttm,  of  New  Jersey,  confirm  the  above  declarations. 
Jt/r.  JUbrm,  lieutenant  and  adjutant  in  Baylor's  regiment, 
received  seven  wounds  ;  he  declared  that  on  begging  bis  life- 
after  he  had  surrendered,  they  replied,  yes,  d— -n  you,  wa 
will  give  you  quarters,  and  then  rushed  on  and  stabbed  him 
with  their  bayonets,  and  stripped  him  of  all  his  clothes.  It 
is  a  melancholy  and  awful  consideration,  that  any  unnecessa- 
ry severity  should  be  put  in  practice  to  aggravate  the  com- 
mon horrors  of  war.  Britain,  who  boasts  of  her  bravery, 
her  progress  in  the  polite  arts,  and  generosity  of  temper, 
has,  m  her  manner  of  c<mducting  the  war  in  America,  most 
infamously  outraged  all  the  laws  of  humanity,  and  set  an 
example  of  savage  brutality,  detestable  to  every  civilized 
people,  and  to  every  friend  of  human  kind.  They  are  des- 
troying the  character  of  their  nation  in  the  eyes  of  all  the 
worlds  Witness  their  fatal  prison  ships,  their  mnrders  in 
cold  blood,  their  wanton  burning  and  devastations,  their 
licentious  abates,  which  exhibit  a  picture  of  barbarity 
scarcely  to  be  credited  among  civilized  nations.  What  then 
must  be  onr  situation,  should  our  country  ever  be  reduced 
to  an  absolute  subjection  to  such  a  mean  spirited  people  ? 
These  consideratioss  should  awaken  every  motive  that  can 
animate  a  manly  bosom,  to  despise  every  danger  in  repelling 
from  our  shores  such  barbarous  invaders,  and  in  humbling 
such  unprincipled  foes  to  our  freedom. 

His  Excellency,  the  Commander  in  Chief,  made  a  visit  to 
our  hospital  ;  his  arrival  was  scarcely  announced,  before  be 
presented  himself  at  our  doors.  Dr.  Williams  and  myself 
had  the  honor  to  wait  on  this  great  and  truly  good  man, 
through  the  different  wards,  and  to  reply  to  fais  inquiries 
retature  to  (he  oondition  of  our  patients.  He  appeared  to 
take  a  deep  interest  in  the  situation  of  the  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers,  and  inquired  particularly  as  to  their  treatment  and 
comfortable  accommodations.  Not  being  apprized  of  his 
intended  visit  in  time  to  make  preparation  for  his  reception, 
we  were  not  entirely  free  from  embarrasament,  but  we  had 
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the  inexpreaiible  «atisfacti(«  of  receiviDg  hi*  Excellency's 
approbation  of  our  conduct,  as  reipect*  the  duties  of  oar 
departmeDt.  The  personal  appearance  of  our  Commander 
in  Chief,  is  that  of  the  perfect  geotleman  and  accomplished 
narrior.  He  is  remarkably  tail,  full  six  feet,  erect  and 
well  proportioned.  The  strength  and  proportion  of  his  joints 
and  muscles,  appear  to  be  commensurate  with  the  preemi- 
nent powers  of  his  mind.  The  serenity  of  his  countenance, 
and  majestic  gracefulness  of  his  deportment,  impart  a  strong 
imprcGsicMi  of  that  dignity  and  granaeur,  which  are  his  pecu- 
liar characteristics,  and  no  one  can  stand  in  his  presence 
without  feeling  the  ascendancy  of  bis  mind,  and  associating 
wiUi  his  countenance  the  idea  of  wisdom,  philanthropy,  mag- 
nanimity, and  patriotism.  There  is  a  fine  symmetry  in  the 
features  of  his  face,  indicative  of  a  benign  and  dignified 
spirit.  His  nose  is  strait,  and  his  eyes  inclined  to  blue.  He 
wears  his  hair  in  a  becoming  cue,  and  from  his  forehead  it  is 
turned  back  and  powdered  in  a  maiuier  which  adds  to  the 
military  air  of  his  appearance.  He  displays  a  native  gravity, 
but  devud  of  all  appearance  of  ostentation.  His  uniform 
dress  Is  a  blue  coat,  with  two  brilliant  epaulettes,  buff  col- 
ored under  clothes,  and  a  three  cornered  hat,  with  a  black 
cockade.  He  is  constantly  equipped  with  an  elegant  small 
sword,  boots  and  spurs,  in  readiness  to  mount  his  noble 
charger.  There  is  not  in  the  present  age,  perhaps,  another 
man  bo  eminently  qualified  to  discharge  the  arduous  duties 
of  the  exalted  station  he  is  called  to  sustain,  amidst  difBcul- 
ties  which  to  others  would  appear  insurmountable,  nor  could 
any  man  have  more  at  command  the  veneration  and  regard  of 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  our  army,  even  after  defeat  and 
misfortune.  This  is  the  illustrious  chief,  whom  a  kind  Pro- 
vidence has  decreed  as  the  instrument  to  conduct  our  coun- 
try to  peace  and  to  Independence. 

Major  General  Schuyler,  having  for  more  than  a  year 
been  suspended  from  military  command,  in  consequence  of 
his  concurrent  responsibility  respecting  the  evacuation  of 
Ticonderoga,  in  July,  1777,  has  at  length  undemine  his  trial 
by  a  court  martial,  of  which  Major  General  Lincoln  was 
president,  and  is  acquitted,  with  the  highest  honor,  of  the 
charge  exhibited  against  him.  This  excellent  officer  has 
finally  obtained  that  justice,  which  from  undue  prejudice  has 
so  long  been  denied  him. 

Major  General  Arthur  St.  Clair  has  also  by  the  same 
court  been  acquitted  with  the  highest  hoitor  of  the  charge 
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eihibited  against  him,  of  evacuating  the  post  at  Ticonderoga. 
His  masterly  defence  before  the  court,  is  admired  for 
the  display  of  superior  intellect,  sound  priociple,  pure 
integrity,  and  correctness  of  judgment.  Genera]  St.  Clair, 
it  is  presumed,  will  never  receive  an  adequate  compensa- 
tion for  the  niimerited  contumely  which  he  has  CTperi- 
enced  from  Congress  and  the  public.  It  is  the  height  of 
iojustice,  to  subject  a  man  of  established  character,  to  suffer 
in  reputation,  and  in  sensibility,  merely  from  surmise  and 
auspicim  ;  and  the  injury  is  greatly  aggravated,  when  the 
accused  is  long  held  up  to  public  odium,  and  not  permitted 
to  adduce  evidence  in  his  own  vindication.  General  St. 
Clair  has  frequently  been  heard  to  express  a  consciousneas 
of  the  uprightness  and  propriety  of  his  couduct,  and  to  des- 
pise the  vague  censure  of  an  uninformed  populace  ;  and 
when  Burgoyne  was  advancing  into  the  country,  he  said  ha 
had  the  most  sanguine  hope,  Uiat  the  progress  of  the  enemy 
would  be  checked,  and  that  he  should  have  the  satisfaction 
to  experience,  that  though  ht  had  loti  a  pott,  he  had  ecenluolly 
laotd  a  ilatt.  This  hope  he  has  realized  in  its  fullest  extent, 
by  the  event,  that  the  British  commander  and  army,  to 
whom  he  surrendered  a  post,  has  since  been  compelled  to 
submit  as  captives  to  our  army.  General  St.  Clair,  was  an 
officer  in  the  army  of  General  Wolfe,  and  was  in  the  battle 
in  which  that  celebrated  commander  was  slain  on  the  Plains 
of  Abraham.  He  was  estimated  as  a  young  ofiicer  of  merit, 
capable  of  obtaining  a  high  grade  of  military  reputation- 
So<Hi  after  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  in  1775,  he 
was,  without  his  solicitation,  appointed  to  the  office  of  colo- 
nel, and  he  marched  with  his  regiment  into  Canada,  where 
he  rendered  very  important  services.  He  was  subsequently 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  major  general,  and  on  all  occasions 
supported  an  honorable  distinction,  and  shared  largely  in  the 
confidence  and  friendship  of  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

Abi>«m6er  3d. — Having  made  a  visit  to  Fishkill,  I  return- 
ed in  company  with  Dr.  Treat,  our  Physician  General,  and 
found  a  large  number  of  gentlemen  collecting  to  partake  of 
an  entertainment,  by  invitation  of  Brigadier  General  Muhl- 
enburg,  who  occupies  a  room  in  our  hospital.  The  gaests 
consisted  of  forty-one  respectable  officers,  and  our  lablea 
were  furnished  with  fourteen  different  dishes,  arranged  ia 
fashionable  style.  After  dinner.  Major  General  Putnam 
was  requested  to  preside,  and  he  displayed  no  leas  urbanity 
at  the  head  of  the  table,  than  bravery  at  the  bead  of  hii 
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division.  A  Dumber  of  touts  were  pronounced,  accorapanied 
with  huinoroiu  and  merr^  longs.  In  the  evening  we  were 
eheered  with  militaiy  music  and  dancing,  which  continued 
till  a  late  hour  in  the  night.  General  Muhleoburg  was  a 
miuiater  of  a  parish  in  Virginia,  but  participating  in  the  spirit 
of  the  times,  exchanged  his  clerical  profeasioii  for  that  of  a 
soldier.  Having  in  his  pulpit  inculcated  the  principles  of 
liberty,  and  the  cause  of  his  coaDtry,  he  found  no  difficulty 
in  enlisting  a  regiment  of  soldiers,  and  he  was  appointed  their 
commander.  He  entered  his  pulpit  with  his  sword  and 
cockade,  preached  bis  farewell  sermon,  and  the  next  daj 
marched  at  the  head  of  his  regiment  to  joiuthe  army,  and  he 
does  honor  to  the  military  profession- 

lOth. — Having  for  a  loi^  time  served  in  the  hospital  de- 
partment, and  having  no  claim  to  promotion  there,  I  resolved 
to  reluniuish  that  station,  aod  accept  the  appointment  of 
surgeon  to  the  first  Virginia  state  regiment,  commanded  by 
Col(»iel  George  Gibson.  Being  introduced  to  the  officers  of 
the  regiment,  I  received  a  polite  invitation  to  take  my  quar- 
ters in  the  marquee  with  Colonel  Gibson,  and  his  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel,  William  Brent.  Thomas  Meriweather  is  his 
Major. 

I8tk. — Rode  to  the  village  of  Fishkill,  breakfasted  with 
Dr.  Treat  and  Colonel  Hayes,  and  waited  on  Dr.  John 
Cochran,  who  is  now  in  close  attendance  on  the  Marquis  de 
la  Fayette,  who  is  dangerously  sick  with  a  fever. 

S3^.— ^Wc  have  now  had  a  long  respite  from  battles  and 
skirmishes,  the  season  for  the  campaign  is  about  expiring, 
and  no  one  can  boast  of  having  achieved  deeds  of  much  fame 
and  glory.  As  we  are  stationed  at  a  considerable  distance 
from  the  enemy  at  New  York,  we  feel  secure  from  the  an- 
noyance of  the  dogs  of  war  ;  and  military  duty  not  being 
very  ui^ent,  our  officers  appear  disposed  to  relax  in  their 
discipline,  and  contract  a  habit  approaching  to  dissipation. 
They  have  adopted  the  practice  ol' giving  suppers  alternate- 
ly, with  music  and  dancing  through  half  the  night. '  These 
are  the  favorite  amusements  of  the  Virginia  and  Maryland 
officers,  but  they  do  not  accord  precisely  with  my  own  views 
of  time  well  spent,  though  1  am  frequently  enticed  to  a  par- 
ticipation in  liieir  banqueting  revels. 

24lh. — I  accepted  an  hivitation  to  dine  with  Captain  Car- 
ter, at  West  Point.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  independent  for- 
tune and  lives  in  splendid  style.     His  guests  were  numerous 
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and  highly  respectable,  and  the  entertainment  rich  and  ar- 
ranged with  taste. 

Z5tk. — Dbed  with  General  Muhlenburg,  in  company  with 
■everal  Virginia  officers,  and  as  usaal,  closed  the  day  with 
music  and  dancing. 

27lA. — Visited  my  friends  at  Fisfakill,  and  by  the  reqnest 
of  Colonel  Gibson,  I  waited  on  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette. 
The  colonel  furnished  me  with  a  letter  of  introduction,  and 
his  compliments,  with  inquiries  respecting  the  Marquis's 
health.  I  was  received  by  this  nobleman  in  a  polite  and 
aSable  manner.  He  is  just  recovering  from  a  fever,  tund 
was  in  his  chair  of  convalescence.  He  is  nearly  six  feet 
high,  large  but  not  corpulent,  being  not  more  than  twenty- 
one  yean  of  age.  He  is  not  very  elegant  in  his  form,  his 
shoulders  being  broad  and  high,  nor  is  there  a  perfect  sym- 
metry in  his  features,  his  forehead  is  remarkably  high,  bis 
nose  large  and  long,  eyebrows  prominent  and  projecting  over 
a  fine  animated  luizel  eye.  His  countenance  is  interesting 
and  impressive.  He  converses  in  broken  English,  and  dis- 
plays the  manners  and  address  of  an  accomplished  gentleman. 
Considering  him  a  French  nobleman  of  distinguished  charac- 
ter, and  a  great  favorite  of  General  Washington,  1  felt  my- 
self highly  honored  by  this  interview.* 

'Deeanber  15lh. — At  a  settlement  called  Cherry  Valley, 
about  sixty  miles  above  Albany,  Colonel  Ichabod  Alden,  of 
Duxhury,  Massachusetts,  -w&a  stationed  with  about  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  continental  troops,  to  protect  the  inhabitants 
from  the  incursions  of  the  frontier  enemy.  It  is  now  an- 
nounced, that  a  body  consisting  of  about  seven  hundred  In- 
dians, tories,  and  soldiers,  assaulted  our  party,  massacred 
Colonel  Alden,  several  of  the  inhabitants,  men,  women,  and 
children,  and  made  prisoners  of  the  lieutenant  colonel  and 
many  of  the  inhabitants.  The  account  states  that  one 
hundred  and  eighty  of  the  surviving  inhabitants  had  neither 
house  nor  provisions,  were  almost  naked,  and  destitute  of 
money  to  provide  necessaries. 

Our  division,  commanded  by  General  Putnam,  marched 
according  to  general  orders,  from  our  encampment  near 
Robloson's  bouse,  28th  November  ;  arrived  at  King's  ferry, 
twelve  miles,  and  encamped  ;  29th,  crossed  the  North  river 
in  hatteaus,  and  pitched  our  camp  on  the  Jersey  shore  ; 
30th,  marched  twelve  miles  only,  in  a  severe  storm  of  snow 

•  For  llie  dimdrr  of  tho  Minjuii,  mi  Appwulii. 
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and  sleet,  eneamped  near  the  small  town  of  Kakiat.  De- 
cember  1st  and  So,  passed  through  Paramus  and  Aquacka- 
nock,  twenty-six  mites.  These  towns  are  inhabited  chiefly 
by  Dutch  people  ;  their  churches  and  dwellinx  houses  are 
built  of  rough  stone,  one  story  bigb.<  There  is  a  peculiar 
neatness  in  the  appearance  of  their  dwellings,  having  an  airy 
piazza,  supported  by  pillars  in  front,  and  their  kitchens  con- 
nected at  the  ends  in  the  form  of  wings.  The  laod  is  re- 
markably level,  and  the  soil  fertile,  and  being  generally  ad- 
vaatageonsly  cultivated,  the  people  appear  to  enjoy  ease  and 
happy  competency.  The  furniture  in  their  houses  is  of  the 
most  ordmary  kind,  and  such  as  might  be  supposed  to  accord 
with  the  fashion  of  the  days  of  Queen  Ann.  They  despise 
the  superfluities  of  life,  and  are  ambitious  to  appear  always 
neat  and  cleanly,  and  never  to  complain  of  an  empty  purse- 
'Pnrsued  our  route  on  the  3d,  passed  through  Westfield, 
and  part  of  Newark,'  a  handsooie  village  situated  on  a  river 
of  that  name,  which  is  navigable  to  New  York,  distance 
e^t  miles.  In  this  village,  there  is  a  public  academy  and 
several  handsome  churches.  This  is  the  garden  of  New 
Jersey,  it  is  a  most  delightful  country,  uniformly  level,  and 
every  acre  abundantly  productive.  4th,  marched  through 
Springfield,  a  small  but  handsome  English  town-  Encamped 
near  the  village  of  Scotch  Plains.  Here  we  received  or- 
ders by  express  from  head  quarters  to  halt,  in  consequence 
of  some  movement  of  the  enemy  in  New  York.  9th,  order- 
ed to  resume  our  march,  passed  through  Quibbletown,  and 
the  village  of  Middle  Brook-  In  Ibis  vicinity  we  are  erect- 
ing log  huts  for  our  winter  quarters. 

I  called  at  a  house  with  Colonel  Gibson  and  other  officers 
to  view  a  phenomenon  in  the  human  form — a  child  that  has 
grown  toanenormoussizeatthe  age  of  seven  years ;  he  meas- 
ures three  feet  six  inches  round  his  breast,  and  three  feet  nine 
inches  round  his  belly,  his  limbs  and  joints  are  proportionably 
large,  and  he  weighs  one  hundred  and  thirty  pounds.  I  was 
informed  by  the  boy's  mother  that  she  discovered  in  him  an 
extraordinary  growth  when  two  years  old,  since  which  he 
has  iocreased  very  rapidly.  He  enjoys  good  health,  and  is 
not  deficient  in  capacity. 

SOtA. — Our  officers  have  not  permitted  the  Christmas  days 
to  pass  unnoticed,  not  a  day  witnout  receiving  invitations  to 
dine,  nor  a  night  without  amusement  and  dancing.  I  dine  to- 
day with  General  Mulhenburg.  Our  soldiers  are  constantly 
employed  in  cutting  down  trees  and  building  log  huts  for  our 
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winter's  luKooittiocIatiDii,  and  we  are  obliged  to  live  id  «tr 
uncomfortekle  tQnts  till  they  can  be  completed.  .  Tbti  is 
appropriated  ai  a  day  of  ThaskBgiriDg  throughout  the  state- 
Our  brigade  was  paraded  in  the  field  to  attend  divine  service. 
Dr.  Belmaia,  our  chaplain,  delivered  a  judicioua  sermon, 
well  adapted  to  the  occasion,  adverting  to  the  ereat  cause 
in  which  we  are  engaged  and  enjoiniug  a  grBtefuT  reverence 
to  the  Almighty  Ruler  of  the  universe,  and  a  faithful  dii- 
charge  of  the  duties  incumbent  on  u«  in  our  several  statioiiB. 

'  Jiiiddk  Brook,  Janway  iK,  1779. — Colonel  Gibson  madft 
an  entertainment  aad  invited  all  the  officers  of  his  regiment 
to  dine  at  bis  quarters  in  the  country  a  short  distance  from 
camp.  The  table  was  amply  furnished,  and  the  guests  did 
not  separate  till  evening,  when  we  were  requested  to  resort 
to  General  Muhlenbui^'s  quarters.  Here  we  were  intro' 
duced  to  a  number  of  ladies  assembled  to  unite  with  the 
geotlemen  in  the  hall  room  ;  a  very  elegant  supper  was  pro 
vided,  and  not  me  of  the  company  was  permitted  to  retire 
till  three  o'clock  in  the  morning..  Thus  have  the  gallant 
Virginians  commenced  the  new  year. 

•  JVfrruary.— Having  continued  to  live  under  cover  of  cai^ 
vass  tents  most  of  thia  winter,  we  have  Buffered  estremely 
from  exposure  to  colds  and  storms.  Our  so)diers  have  been 
employed  six  or  eight  weeks  in  constructing  log  huts,  which 
at  IcdgUi  are  completed,  and  both  officers  and  soldiers  are 
now  under  comfortable  covering  for  the  remainder  of  the 
wutef.  Log  houses  are  constructed  with  the  trunks  oi 
trees,  cut  into  various  lengths  according  to  the  size  intended, 
and  are  firody  connected  by  notches  cut  at  their  extremities 
m  the  maoDer  of  dovetailing.  The  vacancies  between  the 
logs  are  filled  in  with  plastering  consisting  of  mud  and  clay. 
The  roof  is  formed  of  similar  pieces  of  timber,  and  coverei) 
with  hewn  slabs.  The  chimney  situated  at  one  end  of  th* 
house,  is  made  of  similar  but  smaller  timbers,  and  both  the 
ianer  9M  the  oater  side  are  covered  with  clay  plaster,  \9 
dfifend  the  wood  against  the  fire.  The  door  and  wijidowa 
are  formed  by  sawing  away  a  part  of  the  logs  of  a  proper 
size,  and  move  oh  wooden  hmges.  In  this  maaner  have  our 
soldiers,  without  nails,  and  almost  without  tools,  except  t]|« 
axe  and  saw,  provided  for  their  officers  and  for  tbemselvf  ■ 
comfortable  and  convement  quarters,  with  little  or  no  Qxpens* 
to  the  public.  The  huts  are  arranged  in  straight  lines  forspjwg 
a  r^uiar  aniforQi  compact  village-  The  officers'  hvU  V9 
situated  in  front  of  the  line,  according  to  th^ir  r^,  tin 
30  ' 
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kltchetu  in  the  rear,  and  the  whole  is  similar  in  form  to  a 
tent  encampment.  The  ground  for  a  considerable  distance 
in  front  of  the  soldiers'  line  of  huts  is  cleared  of  wood, 
stumps  and  rubbish,  and  is  eveiy  morning  swept  clean  for  the 
purpose  of  a  parade  ground  and  roll  call  of  the  respective 
regiments.  The  officers'  huts  are  in  general  divided  into 
two  apartments,  and  are  occapied  by  three  or  four  officers, 
who  compose  one  mess.  Those  for  the  soldiers  have  but 
one  room,  and  contain  tea  or  twelve  men,  with  their  cabins 
placed  one  above  another  against  the  walls,  and  filled  with 
straw,  and  one  blanket  for  each  man.  I  now  occupy  a  but 
with  our  field  officers.  Colonel  Gibson,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Brent,  and  Major  Meriweather. 

4lA. — A  duel  has  lately  been  fought  between  a  sui^eon 
and  an  adjutant  in  General  Scott's  brigade  ;  the  former 
received  a  bad  wouod,  and  the  latter  escaped  with  honor. 
Who  will  hesitate,  says  one,  to  exchange  a  few  shots  with  a 
friend  to  obtain  the  appellation  of  a  gentleman  of  honor  7  If 
I  kill  my  antagonist,  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  settling  a  point 
of  honor  ?  If  I  receive  a  ball  through  my  own  heart,  I  die 
in  the  glorious  cause  of  honor.  "  You  have  offended  me  in 
a  delicate  point,"  says  an  officer  to  his  friend,  "  and  I  now 
demand  of  you  the  satisfaction  of  a  gentleman,  I  have  settled 
my  affairs,  and  prepared  myself  to  die,  if  that  shall  be  my 
fate." — "  Then,"  replied  the  other,  "we  cannot  fight  on 
equal  terms,  for  I  have  not  had  time  to  do  either." 

'  The  anniversary  of  our  alliance  with  France  was  cele- 
brated in  proper  style  a  few  days  since  near  head  quarters, 
at  Pluckemiu.  A  splendid  entertainment  was  given  by  Gen- 
eral Knox  and  the  officers  of  artillery.  General  Washing- 
ton, and  his  lady,  with  the  principal  officers  of  the  army  and 
their  ladies,  and  a  considerable  number  of  respectable  ladies 
and  gentlemen  of  the  stateof  New  Jersey,  formed  the  brilliant 
assembly.  About  four  o'clock  sixteen  cannon  were  discharg- 
ed, and  the  company  collected  in  a  large  public  building  to 
partake  of  an  elegant  dinner.  In  the  evening  a  very  beauti- 
ful set  of  fire-works  was  exhibited,  and  the  celebration  was 
concluded  by  a  splendid  ball  opened  by  his  Excellency  General 
Washington,  having  for  his  partner  the  lady  of  General  Knox. 

26(A. — A  party  of  the  enemy  made  an  attempt  yesterday 
to  surprise  our  troops,  stationed  at  Elizahethtown,  under  the 
command  of  General  Maxwell,  but  the  vigilance  of  the  gen- 
eral prevented  their  success.  They  sent  a  party  to  capture 
Governor  Living8t<Hi,  of  New  Jersey,  but  in  this  attempt 
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the;  were  also  frustrated.  After  burning  and  plundering  a 
few  bouses,  they  returaed  to  Statea  Island,  but  were  pursu- 
ed by  Geoeral  Maxwell's  brigade,  which  occasioned  the  loss 
of  a  few  men  on  each  side. 

His  Excellency  the  Commander  in  Chief,  has  long  been 
in  the  practice  of  inviting;  a  certain  number  of  officers  to 
dine  at  his  table  every  day.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed,  that 
his  Excellency  can  be  made  acquainted  with  every  officer 
by  name,  but  the  invitations  are  given  through  the  medium 
of  general  orders,  in  which  is  map^ioned  the  brigade  from 
which  the  officer  is  expected.  Yesterday  I  accompanied 
Major  Cavil  to  head  quarters,  and  had  the  honor  of  being 
numbered  among  the  guests  at  the  table  of  his  Excellency, 
with  his  lady,  two  young  ladies  from  Virginia,  the  gentlemen 
who  compose  his  family,  and  several  other  officers. 

It  is  natural  to  view  with  keen  attention  the  countenance 
of  an  illustrious  tnan,  with  a  secret  hope  of  discovering  in 
bis  features  some  peculiar  traces  of  excellence,  which  dis- 
tinguishes him  from  and  elevates  him  above  his  fellow  mor- 
tals. These  expectations  are  realised  in  a  peculiar  manner, 
in  viewing  the  person  of  General  Washington.  His  tall  and 
noble  stature  and  just  proportions,  his  fine,  cheerful,  open 
countenance,  simple  and  modest  deportment,  are  all  calcu- 
lated to  interest  every  beholder  in  his  favor,  and  to  command 
veneration  and  respect.  He  is  feared  even  when  silent,  and 
beloved  even  while  we  are  unconscious  of  the  motive.  The 
table  was  elegantly  furnished,  and  the  provisions  ample  but 
not  abounding  in  superfluities.  The  civilities  of  the  table 
were  performed  by  Colonel  Hamilton  and  the  other  gentle- 
men of  the  family,  the  General  and  lady  being  seated  at  the 
side  of  the  table.  In  conversation,  his  Excellency's  expres- 
sive countenance  is  peculiarly  interesting  and  pleasing ;  a 
placid  smile  is  frequently  observed  on  his  lips,  but  a  loud 
laugh)  it  is  said,  seldom  if  ever  escapes  him.  He  is  polite 
and  attentive  to  each  individual  at  table,  and  retires  after 
the  compliments  of  a  few  glasses.  Mrs.  Washington  com- 
liines  in  an  uncommon  degree,  great  dignity  of  manner  witli 
the  most  pleasing  affability,  but  possesses  no  striking  marks 
of  beauty.  I  learn  from  the  Virginia  officers,  that  Mrs. 
Washington  has  ever  been  honored  as  a  lady  of  distinguished 
goodness,  possessing  all  the  virtues  which  adorn  ber  sex, 
amiable  in  her  temper  and  deportment^  full  of  benignity, 
benevolence  and  charity,  seeking  for  objects  of  affliction  and 
poverty,  that  she  may  extend  to  the  sufferers  the  hand  of 
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kiodMn  and  ttiieC.  These  aurely  are  the  attribntes  wUcb 
rereal  a  heart  replete  with  those  virtues,  which  are  bd 
appropriate  and  estimable  ia  the  female  character. 

..iSpriliStk. — We  have  passed  a  winter  remarkablj'  mild 
wid  moderate ;  since  the  10th  of  January,  we  hare  scarcely 
bad  a  fall  of  snow,  or  a  frost,  and  no  severe  weather.  At 
the  beginning  of  this  month  the  weather  was  so  mild  that 
vegetation  began  to  appear  ;  the  fruit  trees  were  budded  on 
the  1st,  and  in  full  blossom  on  the  lOtfa.  In  Virginia  the 
peach  trees  were  in  bloeum  on  the  14th  of  February,  but  a 
small  frost  since,  bas,  it  is  feared,  proved  fatal  to  the  fruit. 

I4lA. — I  accompanied  several  gentiemen  to  the  village  of 
Middle  Brook,  where  a  number  of  horses  were  offered  for 
•aie  ;  I  purchased  a  handsome  youi^  bay  for  600  dollars. 
This  shows  the  depreciated  value  of  the  paper  money, 
which  we  receive  for  pay  ;  the  horse  could  not  be  valued 
at  more  than  80  dollars  in  silver.' 

16(^. — The  officers  of  oar  regiment  provided  a  genteel  en- 
tertabnent,  and  invited  Generals  Woodford,  Stnallwood,  and 
Muhlenburg,  with  all  the  officers  of  the  Virginia  line,  as  oar 
guests.  Our  table  was  furnished  with  an  ample  variety  of 
dishes,  and  the  choicest  liquors  that  could  be  procured. 

20th. — ^Five  soldiers  were  conducted  to  tne  gallows  ac- 
cording to  their  sentence,  for  the  crimes  of  deseKion  and 
robbing  the  iidiabitants.  A  detachment  of  troops  and  a  con- 
course of  people,  formed  a  circle  round  the  gallows,  and  the 
criminals  were  brought  in  a  cart,  sitting  on  their  coffins,  and 
halters  about  their  necks.  While  in  this  awful  situation, 
trembling  on  the  verge  of  eteraity,  three  of  them  received 
a  pardon  from  the  Commander  in  Chief,  who  is  always  ten- 
derly disposed  to  spare  the  lives  of  his  soldiers.  They 
acknowledged  the  justice  of  their  sentence,  end  expressed 
the  warmest  thankfulness  and  gratitude  for  their  merciful 
pardon.  '  The  two  others  were  obliged  to  submit  to  their 
fate  ;  one  of  them  was  accompanied  to  the  fatal  spot  by  an 
affectionate  and  sympathizing  brother,  which  rendered  the 
scene  uncommonly  distressing,  and  forced  tears  of  compas- 
eion  from  the  eyes  of  numerous  spectators.  They  repeat- 
edly embraced  and  kissed  each  other,  witii  all  the  fervor 
of  brotherly  love,  and  would  not  be  separated  till  the  exe- 
cutioner was  obliged  to  perform  his  duty,  when,  with  a  flood 
of  tears,  and  mournful  lamentations,  they  bade  each  other 
an  eternal  adieu-^the  criminal,  trembling  under  the  horrors 
of  an  untimely  and  disgraceful  death, — and  the  brother  over- 
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whelmed  with  sorrow  ud  anguUh,  fw  me  whoai  he  beM 
most  dear. 

'JIfajf  let. — Thirteen capnon  have  ju>t amiouiiced  the  arrival 
of  M.  Gerard,  the  French  minister,'  aod  a  gentleman  of  di>- 
tinctiou  from  Spain,  by  the  nante  of  Don  Juan  de  Mirrilliars ; 
and  preparationa  are  making  to  afford  these  foreign  gentle* 
nen  an  opportunity  of  reviewing  our  army. 

Zd.-^^Tbe  whole  of  our  army  in  tbii  quarter  was  paraded 
in  martial  array  in  a  apacioai  field,  and  a  stage  was  erected 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  spectik 
tors.  At  the  signal  of  thirteen  ciffion,  the  great  and  spleo* 
did  cavalcade  approached  in  martial  pomp  and  style.  A  very 
beautiful  troop  of  tight  horse,  commanded  by  Alajor  Lee,  a  ' 
Vii^ioian,  marched  in  front,  then  followed  his  Excellency  the 
Commander  in  Chief  and  his  aids  de  camp,  next  the  foreign 
ministers  and  their  retinue,  and  the  general  officers  of  our 
army  and  their  aids,  closed  the  procession.  Having  arrived 
ou  the  held  of  parade,  the  Commander  in  Chief,  with  the 
foreign  minister,  and  general  officers,  passed  in  front  of  the 
line  of  the  army  from  right  to  left,  in  review,  aod  received 
the  military  honors  due  to  their  rank  ;  after  which  the  gen- 
tlemen dismounted  and  retired  to  the  stage,  and  took  seats 
with  Mrs.  Washington,  Mrs.  Greene,  and  Mrs.  Knox,  and  \ 
number  of  other  ladies  who  had  a/rived  lu  their  carriages/ 
The  army  then  performed  the  field  manoeuvres  and  evolu* 
tioBs,  with  firing  of  cannon  and  musketry.  The  business  of 
the  day  was  closed  by  the  troops  displaying,  and  marching  bi 
front  of  the  stage,  and  paying  the  marching  salute  to  their 
Ezcellencies.'  The  whole  performance  was  conducted  with 
such  marked  regalarity  and  precision,  as  to  refiect  great 
honor  on  the  character  of  our  army,  and  afford  the  Com- 
maoder  in  Chief,  and  the  spectators,  the  highest  degree  of 
satisfaction.  On  this  occasion  we  cannot  but  pride  our- 
selves on  the  conspicuous  figure  exhibited  by  oar  Commander 
in  Chief.  While  mounted  on  his  ni^le  bay  charger,  his 
stature  appears  remarkable,  and  being  a  good  horseman,  he 
displays  a  lofty  carriage,  and  benign  dignity  of  demeanor,  and 
I  hope  not  to  incur  the  charge  of  undue  partiality,  when  I 
say,  his  appearance  was  incompaubly  more  majestic  and 
dignified  than  either  of  his  illustrious  visitors. 

I4th. — Our  brigade  was  paraded  for  the  purpose  of  being 
reviewed  by  General  Washington  and  a  numoer  of  Indian 
chiefs.  His  Excellency  with  his  usual  dignity,  followed  by 
bis  mulatto  servant  Bill,  riding  a  beautiful  grey  steed,  passed 
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h  front  of  the  line  and  received  the  salnte.  He  was  ac- 
compaoied  hy  a  singular  group  of  sava^s,  whose  appearance 
vru  bej'ODd  descripUw  ludicrous.  Their  horses  were  of 
the  meanest  kind,  some  of  them  destitute  of  saddles,  and  old 
lines  were  used  for  bridles.  '  Their  personal  decorations 
were  equally  farcical,  having  their  faces  painted  of  various 
colors,  jewels  suspended  from  their  ears  and  noses,  their 
heads  without  covering  except  tufts  of  hair  on  the  crown, 
and  some  of  them  wore  dirty  blankets  over  their  shoulders 
waving  in  the  wind.  ^  Li  short,  the;  exhibited  a  novel  and 
tmlr  disgusting  spectacR.  But  his  Excellency  deems  it 
good  policy  to  pay  some  attention  to  this  tribe  of  the  wilder- 
ness, and  to  convince  them  of  the  strength  and  discipline  of 
our  army,  that  they  may  be  encouraged,  if  disposed  to  be 
friendly,  or  deterred  from  aggression,  if  they  should  become 
hostile  to  our  country.  ^ 
f29th. — The  Baron  Steuben  reviewed  and  inspected  our 
brigade.  The  troops  were  paraded  in  a  single  line  with 
shouldered  arms,  every  officer  in  his  particular  station.  The 
Baron  first  reviewed  the  line  in  this  position,  passing  in  front 
with  a  scrutinizing  eye,  after  which  he  took  into  his  hand 
the  muskets  and  accoutrements  of  every  soldier;  examining 
them  with  particular  accuracy  and  precision,  applauding  or 
condemning,  according  to  the  condition  in  which  he  found 
them.  He  required  that  the  musket  and  bayonet  should 
exhibit  the  brightest  polish  ;  not  a  spot  of  rust,  or  defect  in 
any  part,  could  elude  his  vigilance.  He  inquired  also  into 
the  conduct  of  the  officers  towards  their  men,  censuring 
every  fault,  and  applauding  every  meritorious  action.  Next 
he  required  of  me,  as  surgeon,  a  list  of  the  sick,  with  a 
particular  statement  of  their  accommodatioas  and  mode  of 
treatment,  and  even  visited  some  of  the  sick  in  their  cabins. 
The  Baron  has  sustained  the  office  of  aid  de  camp  to  his 
Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia,  and  is  now  Inspector  General 
with  the  rank  of  Major  General  in  our  army.  He  appears 
to  be  about  fifty  years  of  age,  and  is  venerable  and  dignified 
in  his  deportment,  rich  and  elegant  in  dress,  having  a  splen- 
did medal  of  gold  and  diamonds  designating  the  order  of 
^(fc/tt)/,  suspended  at  his  breast.-  He  is  held  in  universal 
respect,  and  considered  as  a  valuable  acquisition  to  our 
country.  He  is  distinguished  for  his  profound  knowledge  of 
tactics,  his  ability  to  reform  and  discipline  an  army — for  iiis 
efTeclionate  attacbment  to  a  good  and  faithful  soldier,  anil 
his  utter  aversion  to  every  appearance  of  insubordination 
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and  neglect  of  datj.  >  The  continental  arm^  hai  improved 
with  great  rapidity  under  his  inspection  and  review.  > 

&Qth. — Dined  with  Major  Storer,  at  his  quarters  in  th© 
country.  Spent  a  few  hours  at  General  St.  Clair's  quar- 
ters, with  Dr.  McKinzie  and  Major  Dunn,  and  called  on 
Colonel  Scammel  at  the  Adjutant  General's  office. 

Smith's  CtovnJune  \Oth. — Smith's  Clove  is  a  fine  level 
plain  of  rich  land,  situated  at  the  foot  of  the  high  mountaina 
on  the  west  side  of  Hudson  riv«r.  It  is  about  fourteen 
miles  in  the  rear  of  the  garrison  at  West  Point,  and  sur- 
rounded on  all  sides  bj  the  High  Lands.  The  few  families 
who  reside  here  find  a  profitahle  employment  in  cultivating 
the  fertile  soil.  -  Our  brigade  marched  from  quarters  at 
Middle  Brook  on  the  2i  instant,  and  arrived  at  Morristown^ 
where  we  received  orders  to  leave  all  our  heavy  baggage, 
and  proceed  with  all  posBible  expedition,  as  the  enemy  was- 
advancing  towards  West  Point.  Marched  rapidly  through 
Troy,  Pompton,  and  Ringwood,  and  on  the  7th  instant,  en- 
eaniped  in  the  Clove.  By  a  number  of  deserters  from  the 
enemy,  information  has  been  received,  that  tbe  greater  part 
of  the  British  army  is  advancin|,  and  is  now  near  King's 
ferry,  only  thirteen  miles  below  West  Point  ;  and  that  part 
of  their  fleet  is  proceeding  up  the  river  ;  their  object  ii 
supposed  to  be  the  garrison  at  West  Point.  For  the  secu- 
rity of  this  very  important  post,  General  Washington  hai 
arranged  his  army  as  follows.  .Three  divisions,  consisting  of 
the  Vii^inia,  Maryland,  and  Pennsylvania  troops,  commanded 
by  Major  Generals  Lord  Stirling,  Baron  de  Kalb,  and  Major 
General  St.  Clair,  form  the  right  wing,  and  is  commanded 
by  General  Putnam,  as  the  senior  Major  General,  and  posted 
at  Smith's  Clove.  AH  the  New  England  troops,  including 
the  militia,  compose  the  led  wing,  and  are  so  distributed  at 
West  Point  and  its  vicinity,  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  as 
to  guard  all  the  passes  leading  to  the  garrison.  Our  army 
thus  posted  is  supposed  to  be  adequate  to  the  defence  of  the 
garrison  .against  all  the  force  which  the  enemy  can  bring  in 
array  against  it ;  and  such  is  the  confidence  among  our  offi- 
cers, that  many  of  them  express  a  strong  desire  that  the 
royal  troops  would  afford  an  opportunity  to  try  our  strength  • 
and  courage.  Should  this  be  the  event,  the  struggle  must 
indeed  be  violent,  and  the  slaughter  immense.     The  Brltinh 


commander,  however,  not  deeming  it  prudent  to  hazard 
battle,  after  a  few  davs  retired  to  New  York. 
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'  lith. — Two  officers  of  our  regiment  hare  just  hul  occa- 
lioo  to  ai^OBl  an  affair  of  honor.  Captain  £.  had  given  of- 
fence to  Captain  H-  and  a  challenge  cnmed.  Captain  E. 
wu  well  appr)§ed  that  if  the  ball  from  the  pistol  of  bis 
astagoniat  stiould  paas  through  hii  heart,  it  would  produce 
immediate  death,  of  courae  it  tvas  moit  prudent  to  decline 
the  baaardous  combat.  But  the  coniequence  k,  he  subject- 
ed  himself  to  a  contest  of  a  less  lumorahlt  nature.  His 
intagouitt  inflicted  the  chastisement  of  the  horsewhip. 
This  he  supported  with  wonderful  fortitude  and  manianim-v 
hj  i  kpprebiBading,  probably,  that  powder  and  ball  might 
prOT«  more  disastrous  thtm  the  chastisement  which  he  had 
xaeeired.  But  his  brother  officers  treated  him  with  con- 
tflfflpt,  and  threatened  to  hoot  him  out  of  camp.  There  is  a 
Jciod  of  mechaucii  coirage  excited  by  the  necessity  of  the 
occasioB,  which  may  push  a  coward  to  venture  on  an  act  of 
heroism.  This  fact  was  now  eiemplified,  for  Captain  £., 
reduced  to  the  alternative  of  retrieving  his  character  M  a 
^ritfld  manner,  or  of  quitting  the  army  in  disgrace,  came 
to  the  desperate  resolution  of  deciding  bis  fate  by  facing  his 
bold  antagonist  in  single  combat.  The  usual  arrangements 
being  made,  my  services  aa  surgeon  were  held  ia  requisition. 
The  parties  took  their  stand  at  ten  paces,  and  each  discharg- 
ed his  pistol.  But  behold,  a  harmleet  e^Usion,  no  blood 
shed,  uot  even  a  hair  of  tlieir  beads  injured.  But  the  com- 
bataats  conducted  like  gentlemen  of  honor,  of  course  harmo- 
igr  and  mutual  friendship  were  restored.'  Captain  £.  has 
^e  best  cause  of  triumph,  for  he  has  rescued  his  character 
itom  the  stigma  of  poltrou,  to  an  honorable  standing  among 
tbe  gentlemen  officers. 

I4th. — I  rode  with  Major  Meriweather  to  West  Point  ; 
took  our  roote  through  the  woods  over  abrupt  3ud  rocky 
mountains,  almost  impassable  for  oar  horses.  Spent  an  hour 
at  General  Farsoos's  head  quarters,  tlien  crossed  the  North 
river  to  Fisbkill.  The  next  day  we  recrossed  at  Fishkill 
landing,  and  rode  to  New  Windsor,  thence  we  visited  my 
friend  Colonel  Malcom  at  his  seat  fourteen  miles  in  the  coun- 
try. This  gentleman,  having  resigned  his  office  in  the  army, 
ia  beautifully  situated  on  a  farm  west  of  tbe  Hudson,  re- 
tired from  the  bustle  of  war,  and  devoted  to  domestic  affairs 
and  rural  enjoyments.  We  spent  the  night  with  this  agreea- 
ble family,  and  Mrs.  Malcom  received,  in  the  eveuing,  the 
visits  of  a  number  of  ladies  and  gentlemen.     We  returned 
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tQ  our  camp  tbe  next  monting,  and  fbiaid  the  brigade  onder 
marobiag  orden. 

Wat  Point,  June  I6tk. — We  mardied  fi^om  finith's  Clors 
through  a  thick  wildemess,  and  over  tbe  prodigious  High 
Land  moastaiDs.  My  curiosity  ires  excited  by  a  rait  nun* 
ber  of  huge  rocks,  marked  with  fissures  and  cavities,  oeoa> 
aioned  by  some  stupendous  power  beyond  our  comprebeDsioo. 
These,  with  various  hrooki,  winduig  in  every  dii«ctioat 
among  rude  clifis  and  precipices,  afford  a  singular  and  ro- 
mantic landscape.  Our  patb  was  narrow  and  rugged,  and 
probably  will  not  again  be  traversed 'bat  by  savages  end  wild 
beaats.  We  arrived  here  in  the  .evening,  without  ottr  bap> 
gage,''  and  were  obliged  to  seek  lodgings  amiHig  our  friendai 
The  next  day  dined  Witli  Dr.  I.  Thomas,  and  accompmied 
him  to  General  Patterstrn's  quarters,  where  we  Bpent  the 
evemng,  and  I  was  introduced  to  Major  Haskell,  aid  it 
camp  to  General  Fatterson.  He  is  a  native  of  Roofaestet:, 
ajid  Dr.  Tbomas  of  Pjymouth,  Massachusetts. 

SOfh.— I  hwe  Istoly  been  favored  wHh  a  letter  from  my 
friend  Or.  D.  Ttwwend,  who  is  a  surgeon  in  the  military 
hospital  at  Providence,  state  of  Rhode  Island.  He  invites 
ne  to  accept  of  the  office  of  surgeon  to  the  Massachusetti 
repment  fiommanded  by  Colonel  Henry  Jackson,  which  is 
now  statitHied  at  that  place.  My  principal  inducement  t* 
exchange  my  present  station,  for  the  proposed  new  appoint* 
ment,  is,  that  Colonel  Jabkson  and  all  his  officers  are  rran 
my  Mtive.sli^,  and  there  is  a  prospect  of  receiving  some 
compenaataon  :iii  clgthing  and  oth^  articles,  :to  wtnch J  loonid 
have  no  claim  while  serving  in  the  Virginia  lice.  H  ispD»- 
per,  and  on  nteny  acootmts  convenient,  that  officers  dioitU 
serve  in  the  line  of  their  own  state  ;  and  thon^  I  have  .en- 
joyed the  moot  friendly  intercourse,  and  numerous  kind  faTon 
from  the  Virginians,  yet  I  cannot  but  prefer  the  manners  and 
habits  of  the  New  Englanders. 

21rt.— The  officers  of  our  regiment  invited  a  select  num- 
ber of  officers  of  the  Pennsylvania  line  to  dine  on  stui^on, 
a  large  fith  wliich  Major  Meriweatber  caught  in  the  North 
river.  This  fish  is  a  favorite  with  the  Dutch,  at  Albany, 
and  is  on  that  account  by  some  called  Albany  beef;  bat  in 
my  view  it  is  worse  than  horse  beef,  and  it  was  merely  an 
auxiliary  at  our  table. 

24th. — ^I  bave  jut  had  tbe  satisfaction,  with  a  number  ef 
gentlemen,  of  viewaBg.t  remarkably  large  fat  ox,  which  has 
been  presented  by  aoue  gentlemen  in  Connecticut.,  to  his 
21 


164  UtLITART  JOUUfAL,  1779.  [JULT. 

Excellency  Gcnenl  Wufaingtoa.  He  ia  lix  feet  aeven 
inches  hi^,  and  weigfai  on  the  hoof  three  thousand  fire  hun- 
dred ponndi,  the  largeit  animal  I  ever  beheld. 

Havii^  resolved  to  resign  my  commission  in  Colonel  Gib- 
eon's  regiment,  I  shall  in  a  fen  days  commence  my  jonmey 
to  Froridence,  and  join  the  renment  commaoded  by  Colonel 
H.  Jackion.  Colonel  Gibson  nas  favored  me  with  a  compli- 
mentary  certificate  of  my  services.  It  is  nith  sincere 
regret  that  I  bid  adieu  to  those  associates,  for  whom  I  have 
a  ftrong  attachment. 

Jufy  IH. — EiKaged  to  spend  this  evening  with  General 
Patterson,  and  Dr.  Crowell,  and  to  breakfast  with  the  Rev- 
erend Mr.  Avenr  and  Mr.  Hitchcock,  and  shall  immediately 
set  off  for  Providence,  in  company  with  Dr.  Skinner. 

■  Providence,  July  9th. — >1  left  West  Point  in  company  with 
Dr.  Skinner,  on  the  Sd  instant,  and  on  the  3d,/arrived  at 
Crompond,  wliere  my  favorite  ywing  horse  was  seized  with 
the  horse  distemper,  and  I  was  pot  to  the  crnel  necessity  of 
di^osmg  of  him  for  not  one  half  hia  real  value.  Pursued 
onr  journey  through  Litchfield  and  Farmingtcm,  in  Connecti- 
cut, and  the  nest  day  reached  Hartford,  a  well  built,  hand- 
some town  on  Connecticut  river,  and  the  capital  of  that 
state.  Having  crossed  over  to  East  Hartford,^e  found  the 
whole  country  in  a  state  of  alarm  in  consequence  of  the 
enemy's- having  landed  at  New  Haven,  and  their  committing 
depredatims  among  the  inhabitants.  A  spirit  of  revenge 
teemed  to  pervade  the  whole  country,  and  the  militia  were 
ourching  from  all  quarters  to  enconnter  and  arrest  the 
progress  of  the  invading  foe. '  We  passed  through  Windham, 
and  arrived  at  this  place  >«i  the  8tb  instant.  Here  I  had  an 
interview  with  my  old  friends  Drs.  Brown  and  Townsend, 
lutvems  of  the  hospital.  I  was  by  Dr.  Townsend  introduced 
to  Coltoiei  Jackson  and  his  officers,  and  I  commenced  my 
duty  by  visiting  the  sick  soldiers  of  the  regiment.  The  field 
officers  of  this  regiment  are  Colonel  Henry  Jackson,  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  David  Cobb,  and  Major  Lemuel  Trescott. 
It  is  now  learnt  that  the  party  of  the  enemy  that  landed  at 
New  Haven,  was  commanded  by  Governor  Tryon,  and  con- 
sisted of  three  thousand  men.  They  met  with  a  powerful 
resistance  from  the  militia,  which  occasioned  skirmishing, 
and  a  considerable  loss  on  each  side.  After  plundering  the 
.inhabitants  of  Fairfield  and  Norwalk,  they  maliciously  des- 
troyed both  these  flourishing  towns,  with  their  houses  of  reli- 
gions worship,  by  a  general  conflagration. 
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ISth. — Dined  with  Colonel  Jackton,  siit!  in  th«  ftfteriKMn 
rode  TTith  Major  Trescott  to  £awtux«t,  a  very  pleasant  ride  ■ 
of  about  five  miles. 

2ist. — By  express  from  General  Wathiiig;toa  to  Oeneral 
Qatei,  we  are  informed  of  a  glorious  victory,  which  a  de- 
tachment of  oar  army,  commanded  by  the  intrepid  General 
Wayne,  obtained  over  the  enemy  at  stony  Point,  sitoated  on 
In  c 


the  baijis  of  the  North  river.     In  consequence  of  this  intel- 
ligence thirteen  cannon  have  been  fired  at  the  several  pi 
in  this  department.      Extract  from  General  Qates's  orde 


Providence,  July  S\a,  ITT9. 
"The  General  congratulates  the  army  on  the  giorions 
success  of  Brigadier  General  Wayne,  and  the  gallant  troops 
under  bis  command,  in  taking  by  assault  the  enemy's  fortified 
poet  at  Stony  Point,  and  tvitn  the  point  of  the  bayonet  alone, 
forcing  the  garrisim  to  surrender  at  discretion,  not  one  maa 
eacapmg.  This  signal  and  brilliant  victory  was  gained  with 
the  loss  of  but  fifteen  men  killed,  and  the  general  and  eighty- 
three  wounded,  while  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  five  hun- 
dred soldiers  and  twenty  officers  were  killed,  wounded,  and 
taken  prisoners,  with  all  their  cannon,  arms,  military  stores, 
and  provisions." 

S(Mh. — Dined  at  head  quarters  with  a  number  of  gentle- 
men, was  introduced  to  General  Gates  by  Dr.  Brown. 
General  Gates  is  the  commaDder  in  chief  in  this  depart- 
ment ;  his  capture  of  General  Burgoyne  at  Saratoga,  in 
1777,  has  given  him  eclat  and  popularity  as  a  brave, and 
skilful  warrior.  He  displays  the  complaisant  manners  of  a 
gentleman  ;  in  conversation  he  is  affable  and  interesting,  but 
appears  better  versed  in  militaty  tactics  than  in  subjects 
appertaining  to  general  science.  He  adopted  the  profession 
01  arms  m  his  early  days,  and  his  prowess  and  valor,  as  well 
as  his  zeal  and  partiality  for  oar  country,  are  incontestably 
established. 

Congress  have  recently  passed  the  followii^  resolvis  in 
favor  of  an  American  heroue  ;  "  that  Margaret  Corbio, 
who  was  wounded  and  disabled  at  the  attack  of  Fort  Wuh- 
ingtOD,  while  she  heroically  filled  the  post  of  her  husband, 
who  was  killed  by  her  side,  serving  a  piece  of  artilleiy,  do 
receive  dnrii^  her  natural  life,  or  the  continuance  of  the 
said  disability,  the  me  half  of  the  monthly  pay  drawn  by  a 
Goldier  Jn  the  service  of  these  states  ;  and  Uiat  she  now 
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"Weeivt,  Mit  of  tbe  pablic  stnvs,  OBB  complete  nit  of 
jhOoth W)  or  the  vaJue  tkeraof  in  money." 

■Mr  T.  an  eiuigD  in  oar  regiment,  has  for  sone  time  die- 
Mvered  Mfmptoaa  of  mental  denuqjement.  He  is  frequent- 
er itroUiiq*  abroad,  iwl  annaing  people  with  his  ivit  and 
umor,  or  arreiting  attentioB  bj  hia  solemn  appeali  to  tbe 
Deity.  YeBterdar  he  iotraded  himself  at  General  Gates's 
bead  qoartera,  and  after  sone  amnsing  coirversattoQ,  he  put 
Uoualf  in  tbe  atlitode  of  devotion,  and  prayed  that  God 
wonid  pardon  General  Gates  for  endeavoring  to  supersede 
that  godlike  man  Washington.  The  General  appeared  to  be 
much  disturbed,  and  directed,  Mr.  Pierce,  jhia  aid  de  camp, 
!•  take  him  away.  Whether  this  address  provoked  in  the 
General  a  ccmscionsness  of  tbe  fact  ia  uncertain,  but  the 
•object  is  of  such  a  delicate  nature,  that  do  man  in  his  sober 
■enses  woald  have  broached  it  to  him.  ' 

•dtwuft. — Tbe  British  a  few  weeks  since  detached  a  fcrce 
fre«  Hidifax,  and  eit^lisbed  a  post  on  Penobscot  river,  i^ 
the  Province  of  Maine.  Their  foree  is  supposed  to  consist 
of  about  one  thousand  men,'  under  command  of  Brigadier 
General  Maclean,  'with  several  armed  vessela,  which  occu~ 
yy  the  river.  This  invasion  of  our  territory  has  excited  the 
greatest  indignation,  and  all  classes  of  people  are  burning 
with  an  ardent  desire  of  revenge.  The  General  Court  of 
Massachusetts  have  planned  an  expedition,  for  the  purpose 
of  driving  the  invading  foe  from  our  shores. '  8nch  was  their 
xeal  and  confidence  of  success,  that  it  is  said  the  Genera] 
Court  neither  consulted  any  experienced  military  character, 
Bor  desired  tbe  assistance  of  any  continental  troops  on  this 
important  enterprise  ;  thus  taking  on  themselves  the  undi- 
vided responsibility,  and  reserving  for  their  own  heads,  all 
the    laurels  to  be  derived  from  the  anticipated  conquest. 

'They  drafted  one  thousand  five  hundred  militia,  and  appoint- 
ed General  Lovell,^  who  acquired  some  reputation  (m  Rhode 
Island,  under  General  Sullivan,  last  year,  to  command  the 
expedition.  They  obtained  of  Congress  the  loan  cd'  the 
United  States  frigate  Warren,  of  thirty-two  guns,  and  with 
an  unprecedented  spirit  of  enterprise  and  industry,  no  less 
than  nineteen  continental,  state,  and  private  ships,  and  more 
tha'n  twenty  transports,  were  speedily  equipped  and  prepar- 
ed to  cooperate  with  the  land  forces  destined  for  this  service. 
With  a  laudable  spirit  of  patriotism,  and  animated  by  tbe 
flattering  prospect  of  success,  thirty  masters  of  merchant 
vessels  in  Newburyport,  faonorably  volnnteered  their  ser- 
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vices  as  common  seamen.  Captain  Saltonstall  was  appoinl- 
ed  commodore  ol  the  lleet,  and  took  his  station  on  board  tlie 
Warren  frigate.  Tliis  combiiied  force  sailed  about  the  20tb 
of  July  OD  their  destined  service,  but  having  some  reason  to 
apprehend  a^firiHire  of  their  enterprise,  the  General  Court 
have  applied  to  General  Gates  for  permission  for  Colonel 
Jackson's  regiment  to  reenforce  General  Lovell,  to  which  be 
has  assented,  and  we  are  accordii^lj  under  marching  orders.' 
Boskmj  JlMgwi  I2ih. — Colonel  Henry  Jackson,  ndio  con* 
mands  our  regiment,  is  a  native  of  Boston  ;  he  is  very  res- 
pectable as  a  commander,  is  gentlemanly  in  bis  manners, 
strongly  attached  to  military  affairs,  and  takes  a  peculiar 
pride  in  the  discipline  and  martial  appearance  of  his  regi- 
ment. Many  of  his  officers  are  from  Boston  and  its  vicinity, 
they  appear  in  handsome  style,  and  are  ambitious  to  display 
\  their  taste  for  ndilitary  life,  and  their  zeal  to  contend  with 

the  enemies  of  their  country.  Colonel  Jackson,  with  bis 
regiment,  acquired  reputation  by  their  gallantry  in  the  battle 
on  Rhode  Island,  under  General  Sullivan.  '  Our  regiment 
consists  of  aboot  four  hundred  men,  in  complete  emform. 
Well  disciplined,  and  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  continental 
army.  We  commenced  a  forced  march  from  Providence  on 
the  10th,  and  completed  the  forty  miles  in  twenty-four 
hours.  A  severe  rain  all  night  cKd  not  much  impede  our 
march,  but  the  troops  were  brdcen  down  with  fatigue.  We 
reached  Boston  necK  at  sunrising,  and  near  the  entrance  of 
the  neck  is  a  tavern  having  for  its  sign  a  representation  of  a 
globe,  with  a  man  in  the  act  of  struggling  to  get  through  it ; 
his  head  and  shoulders  were  out,  his  arms  extended,  and  the 
Test  of  his  body  endftssed  m  the  globe.  On  a  label  from  his 
mouth  was  written,  ^^  Oh  !  how  shall  I  get  through  this 

^  world  .^"    This  was  read  by  the  soldiers,  and  one  of  them 

exclaimed,  ^^  List,  d-^-n  you,  list,  and  you  will  soon  get 
through  this  world,  our  regiment  will  all  be  through  it  in  an 
hour  or  two,  if  we  don't  halt  by  the  way." 

We  are  treated  by  the  gentlemen  of  this  town  with  great 
attention  and  respect.  They  have  generously  presented  to 
Colonel  Jackson  and  the  officers  of  his  regiment,  a  hogs- 
head of   Jamaica  spirits  and  a  cask  of   wine.      For  the 

\  soldiers  they  have  collected  a  liberal  sum  of  money,  which 

is  distributed  among  them..  A  public  dinner  is  to  be  pro- 
vided at  the  Bunch  of  Grapes  tavern  for  the  officers,  before 
our  departure.  The  transports  are  in  preparation  to  receive 
our  troops  on  board. 
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'  On  tbe  14th*  our  regiment  marched  throng  the  town  to 
Ihe  Long  wharf,  and  embarked  cm  board  the  transports,  re- 
ceiriug  aa  we  passed  through  King  street  the  cheers  of  the 
iidiabitaDtB.  -  After  the  regiment  had  embarked,  the  officers, 
according  to  previous  arrangement,  returned  to  the  Bunch  of 
Qrapes  tarem,  where  a  liberal  aiid  elegant  entertainment 
hul  Deen  provided,  and  where  we  were  politely  received  by 
a  nttmber  of  respectable  gentlemen  of  the  town.  Having 
dined  and  enj<^ed  a  number  of  songs  over  the  cheering  glass, 
wishing  success  to  tbe  Penobscot  expedition,  we  repaired 
on  board  our  respective  transports,  awaiting  a  fair  wind  for 
oar  voyage-  Onr  transports  are  the  Rising  Empire,  a  brig 
carrying  eight  gnns,  two  sloops,  and  one  schooner.  Our 
coaroy  is  the  ship  Renown,  of  foarteen  guns,  and  a  brig  of 
sixteen  guns. 

JU)out  four  o'clock  on  the  16tb  instant,  the  Renown,  our 
convoy,  fired  her  signal  guns  for  sailing,  on  which  onr  little 
fleet  weired  anchor,  and  after  givii^  three  cheers,  which 
were  returned  by  a  concourse  of  people  on  the  wharves, 
and  by  a  French  ship  b  the  harbor,  we  sailed  after  our  con- 
voy, but  dropped  anchor  near  Castle  William,  by  reason  of 
contrary  wind. 

nth, — In  the  evening  we  obeyed  tbe  signal  guns,  and 
were  beating  against  contrary  wind  off  Cape  Ann  till  the 
I9th,  ivhen  we  fell  in  with  a  small  boat  off  tbe  Isle  of 
Shoals,  which  had  been  despatched  with  tbe  unwelcome  in- 
teliuence  that  our  fleet  at  Penobscot  had  been  attacked  by 
the  British,  and  was  totally  defeated  and  destroyed,  and  that 
our  land  forces  under  General  Lovell,  were  also  entirely 
defeated,  and  dispersed.  Orders  wer«  received  for  our 
fleet  to  put  into  Portsmouth  harbor,  for  safety,  as  several 
British  ships  were  supposed  to  be  in  parsnit  of  us. 

Slat. — Our  regiment  disembarked  and  encamped  at  Kit- 
tery  ;'  being  Sunday,  I  accompanied  several  of  our  officers  to 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Hemmenway's  church;  be  is  a  sensible  and 
animating  preacher,  displaying  considerable  eloquence  and 
mncb  ortfwdoxy.  In  his  fervent  prayers  he  was  not  forgetful 
of  the  calamities  of  war,  and  toe  righteous  cause  in  which 
we  are  engaged.  Here  we  have  a  conlirmation  of  the  un- 
fortunate failure  of  the  Penobscot  eipedition,  which  is  a 
source,  not  only  of  universal  regret,  but  of  inflnile  chagrin, 
and  mortification,  among  all  who  had  been  conci^med  in 
the  plan.  - 
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Falmovth,  Avgtut. — flaring  received  orders  to  march  to 
Falmoutti,  (now  Portlaad,)  lefl  Kittery  on  the  33d  instant, 
and  on  tlie  37th,  entered  tfais  tovni  in  martial  order,  and  were 
received  with  marks  of  tbe  greatest  joy  and  satisfaction,  as 
the  inhabitants  were  under  serious  apprehensions  of  a  visit 
from  the  British.  We  behold  here  only  the  relics  of  a  town, 
which  a  few  years  since  was  very  respectable  and  flonrishii^ . 
It  was  the  capital  of  the  Province  of  Maine,  and  enjoyed 
the  happy  prospect  of  becoming  one  of  the  most  important 
seaports  in  New  England.  Bnt  in  October,  1775,  the  inhab- 
itants opposed  the  Udii^  of  a  British  vessel  with  ship  tim- 
ber, which  so  enraged  Admiral  Graves,  that  he  sent  Captain 
Jifowat,  wiUi  several  ships  of  war,  demanding  of  the  inhab- 
itants to  deliver  up  all  their  artillery  and  small  arms.  On 
refusal  to  comply  with  this  demand,  tbe  enemy  opened  a 
severe  cannonade,  wiiich  soon  set  fire  to  the  town,  and  no 
less  than  four  hundred  and  eight  houses,  stores  and  other 
buildings,  were  consumed  to  ashes.  A  lai^e  number  of 
seamen  and  mariners  were  landed,  but  the  people  having 
collected  in  cmsiderable  force,  compelled  tne  enemy  to 
retreat  to  their  boats,  with  the  loss  of  several  men. 

By  several  gentlemen  just  returned  from  Penobscot,  I 
have  obtained  the  following  particulars  respecting  tbe  failure 
of  the  expedition.  On  the  arrival  of  General  Lovell,  m- 
stead  of  <ne  thousand  five  hundred  militia,  nine  hundred  only 
could  be  collected  ;  it  was  resolved  however,  in  a  council 
of  war,  to  make  an  attempt  to  achieve  the  object  of  the 
expedition ;  accordingly,  on  the  28th  of  July,  tbe  militia, 
with  about  three  hundred  marines  were  disembarked,  and 
soon  effected  a  landing  under  a  height  which  rose  almost 
perpendicularly  from  tne  banks  of  the  river,  on  the  summit 
of  which,  the  enemy's  advanced  guard  were  posted,  under 
cover  of  a  wood.  Our  militia  were  opposed  by  about  as 
equal  namber  of  the  enemy,  whom  they  bravely  encountered 
and  drove  within  their  works  ;  but  we  suffered  a  loss  of 
several  officers  of  merit,  and  about  one  hundred  of  the 
militia  and  marines  were  killed  and  wounded.  It  now  be- 
came a  subject  of  consideratiw,  whether  it  was  expedient 
to  storm  tbe  enemy's  principal  works,  but  in  a  council  it  was 
decided  that  our  force  was  inadequate  to  the  object.'  It 
^was  at  this  juncture  supposed  that  by  a  vigorous  co-operation 
of  our  navy,  a  complete  victory  might  hare  been  oDtained, 
and  tbe  most  urgent  and  pressing  entreaties  were  made  to 
Coainodore  Saltonatall  for  the  purpose,  but  he  declined. 
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and  cootianed  in  a  state  of  pvuHuiiHeui  ioactWity,  there- 
to proclaimiag  himself  totalif  iDeompetent  to  the  important 
trast  with  wbich,  most  anfortuinrtel;,  he  bad  beea  iovested. 

On  the  14tli  instant.  Sir  George  Collier,f.with  a  sixty-four 
gaa  8hip4  and  five  frigatei,  arrived  from  Navr  York.  Gen- 
eral  Lovell,  on  receiring  thia  intelligence,  ordered  all  hii 
troopa,  with  the  artillery  and  baggage,  to  be  embarked  on 
board  the  traaaports,  which  with  cur  whole  fleet  moved  up 
the  Pentrfiscot  river,  pnmied  bf  the  Sriti^.  On  the  near 
utproach  of  the  enemy,  our  vessels  were  abandoned  ;  two 
a  tiieta  fell  into  the  haiKb  of  the  enemy,  the  remainder 
were  bnitit  and  blown  up.  General  Lovell,  and  General 
Peleg  Wadsworth,  the  second  in  command,  both  of  whom 
bare  the  reputation  of  ^rave  men,  now  dispensed  with  all 
coamand  of  the  troope,  as  did  EialtonstaU  (of  the  seamen. 
l%e  soldiers  separated  from  their  officers,  and  every  individ- 
aal  was  seeking  his  own  safe^,  wmdermg  in  the  wilderness, 
■nffering  fatigue,  hunger  and  vexation,  till  after  much  diffi- 
calty  they  reached  the  settlenoenti  on  the  Kennebec  ;  a  few 
of  their  nuoLber  indeed  actually  peridwd  in  the  wilderness. 
Thus  disgracefully  has  ended  the  famous  Penobscot  expedi- 
tion,\  which,  had  a  competent  force  been  provided,  might 
have  terminated  to  the  glory  of  Maasac^usetts.  -Those  con- 
cerned in  the  plan  or  its  execution,  a  few  individuals  ex- 
cepted, were  publicly  execrated.  The  expense  attending 
the  expedition  is  immense.  I^e  fleet  was  invaluable,  and 
Its  loss  is  altogether  irreparable.  It  was  extremely  fortu- 
nate ftM"  our  regiment  Ibat  we  were  detained  two  or  three 
days  on  our  passsage  by  contrary  winds  ;  had  there  been  no 
impediment  to  our  voyage,  we  must  mevitably  have  fallen 
ioto  the  hands  of  the  enemy. ' 

September  3d. — Two  armed  vessels,  accompanied  by  two 
others,  bemg  perceived  approaching  this  harbor,  excited  a 
great  degree  of  coosteroation  among  the  mhabitants,  but  it 
Has  soon  ascertamed  to  be  our  two  cootinental  frigates,  the 
Boston  and  the  Dean,  returning  from  a  cruise  with  two 
prizes  of  very  considerable  value,  and  having  od  board  two 
inuidred  soldiers  for  the  British  army,  and  stores  and  goods 
to  a  large  amouot. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  town  have  shown  us  numerous 
marks  of  respect  and  generous  hospitality.  A  respectable 
committee  of  the  town  have  mvited  our  officers  to  a  tavern 
to  partake  of  a  treat  of  punch  and  wine,  in  company  with  a 
number  of  respectable  inhabitants,  and  we  experience  nany 


ft^tftr  Jft^itfi  jsivtlU^i,  ip#^lm  «  diiptwrl^  to  ccDtribivte  tp 
^f  C9m%t  Af)d  '^pine^  of  tfios^  w^o  aie  tfiiyias  ^»  grefit 
£Bi]^e,(if  ,our  CQiip^Lon  cojioti;}'.  'Or4er8  are  no]tr  receiTjed 
Cr^in  G^ertd  G^tea  for  our  repqieot  to  rjUjjra  iminf^i^t^ 
to  ^o^ton. 

0wite  W^iam,  ^eptembfr. — Commenceil  our  mardi  frpip 
Fi^E^ootb.  on  the  7th  itutuit,  pwtse^  through  Scfirborofi^, 
Kiemtobiink  ai)d  Yoelf,  f.o  t^ortswouth,  in  New  HampthUe. 
At  York,  all  tbe  o^c^rs  of  oar  reginieat  were  politely  iif 
rited  to  an  el^pntbrea]£&8t,  with  the  genteel  and  hospitablp 
iainilr  of  Mr.  Sew^l.  Haying  crossed  the  ferr;  at  Po^tfi- 
iQOutB,  cm  the  lOth,  we  ^ocapped  on  the  common.  ^  nnili- 
ber  of  gentlemen  of  this  town  treated  us  with  buckets  qf 
pt^ic^  at  the  feriy  waj,  find  as  we  passed  through  the 
atreetf .  Tbi?  att^eutlon  yrfi»  e^tremelr  grateful  durmg  thp 
iheat  ^pd  Oatigue  of  the  day.  We  bad  the  satisfaction  4f 
yiapting  \):^e  ^evfiviy'^mr  sm  pbip  on  tbe  stacks  .^ear  tbu 
toj^j — rfhe  w^l  j)e  re^d;  for  sea  in  June  ne^t.  This  it  thp 
fiiit  serentf-fpur  .Crer  built  in  America.*  On  the  Xiih 
crushed  the  ^riy  at  Newbiiiy,  and  marched  to  Ipswich 
HftinJat,  j>aa*ivg  t^ron^  Salem,  we  reached  Cambridgeioo 
.yaii  il,4th,  and  cii)£ain^d  on  the  commoo.  Accompanied  a 
,iuii|i^)er  of  l^d^i  aiid  gentlemen  to  view  the  coUegeS)  ^cd 
.Wi^re  a^nytt^d  to  the  Hbraij  roqm  and  inu;eupi.  Frov 
I  .Cambridge  :^a  marched  to  Dorchester  point,  where  we  .emr 

I  ;t|aTked .inboR^ts,  crossed  oyer  to  the  castle,  and  encampgd- 

.Qn  tbe  ifKh,  w<^t  with  Colonel  Jackson  to  Boston,  to  attend 
I  ,the  ^neral  ^f  a  Mr-  Peshon,  a  brother  nusou.     A  proi^ir 

tii^  of  qne  hundred  and  twenty  of  the  brethren  preceded 
tbe  coi^se,  ui}d  added  greatly  to  the  sQleoinity  of  the  «C' 
cosioQ- 
k  ^U(i%  iji'Uie  street,  I  met  with  JaiO/efi  Otis,  Esq.    H« 

'  has  for  pquie.tij^e.l^pred  under  an  unbapp^  jqental  deiAqger 

oient.     I  hf>d:00  eipectati<m  that  I  shoula  be^QQQgoUiad  iQf 
blip,  but  he^ccptted  me  in  a  very  familiar  manp^t- Iff  ;||I7 
I  christian  nanie,  and  inquired  about  my  cDDuexions.     Hs  wa| 

r         __ — _ 

*  Thii  d^boMdranoM  of  Anarica,  umIJoIui  PanlJaDai,  Eu.  wM.appoa^d 

Ibar  cmniMBdv.'  A*  fta  JdfniSqne,  ■74guiit)up  baleofiog  to  u»  E^wh  lUit 
"TTT—^lf'  hj  IIm  m/HauM  i»  Twdmiil,  it  bmi  by  acei^t  tn  tlw  lEwbar  a( 
BMca,  ud  OoMKfi  Mac  daiiniai  of  leAiTyinc  U  bli  Moat.ChriltliA  BtlMr 
llMMMB  thneMartUBafUlfsiwrounBrlbni  iaithiir  ilTtimViiiMmam. 
tb«  BMfl*fd..(BeplfB^.Sd,  1T8I,)  Thil  the  ifant  of  muios  ln,»iidjh«fi  iMnp 
1^  laMnielaa  tottitfat  Bi*  Aawnca,  ■  74  gan  ihip,  in  the  QMna  of  tfi»  *![»*' 
fnato,  to  lb*  -CbMiBw  de  U  Luzerne,  tm  th«  servic*  «f  Hit  Mmt  GbriiMb 
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ftire  respecting  the  afiiun  of  the  won,  and  wished  to 
rmed  whether  I  had  on  any  occuion  been  eiposed  to 
al  danger,  and  whether  my  courage  had  failed  me.  A 
related  to  me  the  following  anecdote,  which  he  received 
I.  W.  Esq.  who  was  present  on  the  occasion.  Mr.  Otis 
several  respectable  gentlemen  to  dinner ;  in  carving 
e,  he  observed  a  fish  not  sufficieotl;  boiled,  which 
drew  irom  him  some  expressions  of  disapprobation.  His 
lady  jetorted  with  en  air  of  ill  humor.  Mr.  Otis,  wishing 
to  avoid  altercati(Hi,  waved  his  rebukei  till  dinner  was  finish- 
ed, when  he  rendered  thanks  to  God,  that  among  other  favors, 
the  guests  had  escaped  the  danger  of  having  their  noses 
napped  olT  at  table. 

A  particular  account  of  the  brilliant  achievement  in  the 
capture  of  the  fortress  at  Stony  Point,  by  General  Wayne, 
has  been  obtained.  Stony  Point  is  a  strongly  fortified  post 
on  the  west  bank  of  the  Hudscw,  near  King's  ferry.  The 
possession  of  this  post  is  of  vast  importance  to  either  army, 
as  it  completely  commands  the  great  road,  and  the  ferry  way 
which  aflords  commumcatiiRi  between  the  middle  and  eastern 
states.  This  fortress  has  lately  been  visited  by  Sir  Henry- 
Clinton  in  person,  and  by  his  orders  strengthened  and  render- 
ed, as  supposed,  entirely  defensible.  General  Washington 
was  extremely  desirous  to  dislodge  the  enemy  from  this 
position,  and  to  Brigadier  General  Wayne  he  intrusted  the 
nazardous  enterprise.  At  the  head  of  his  detachment  of 
light  infantry,  consisting  of  one  thousand  two  hundred,  he 
marched  about  fourteen  miles,  reached  the  vicinity  of  the 
fort  at  eleven  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  July  the  16th,  and 
instantly  prepared  for  the  assault.  He  peremptorily  order- 
ed that  every  man  should  advance  in  silence  with  unloaded 
tnuskets  and  fixed  bayonets.  A  soldier  disobeyed  this  order, 
and  began  to  load  bis  piece,  the  order  was  repeated,  and  he 
persisted  in  the  resolution  to  load,  on  which  an  officer  instantly 
run  him  through  the  body  with  his  sword.  Ou  no  occasion  is 
a  strict  obedience  to  orders  more  Indispensable  than  at  this 
critical  moment ;  had  a  single  gun  been  fired,  tlie  victor)' 
might  have  been  lost,  or  the  slaughter  have  been  immense. 
The  plan  being  adjusted,  one  hundred  and  fifty  volunteers 
under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fleury,  a  French  gentleman,  form- 
ed the  van  of  the  right  column,  and  one  hundred  volunteers, 
under  Major  Stuart,  composed  the  van  of  the  left  column, 
each  of  which  was  preceded  by  a  forlorn  hope,  of  twenty 
picked  men,  commanded  by  Lieutenants  Gibbon  and  KnoX; 
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for  the  express  purpose  of  removing  the  abbatis  and  otber 
obstructions.  At  about  twenty  minutes  after  twelve,  the 
columru  advanced  to  the  assault,  and  such  was  the  impetuos- 
ity of  the  troops,  that  in  the  face  of  a  most  tremendous  and 
incessant  Gre  of  musketry  and  cannon,  loaded  with  grape 
shot,  they  forced  tbeir  way  at  the  poiut  of  the  bayonet, 
surmounted  every  obstacle,  and  both  columns  met  m  the 
centre  of  the  enemy's  works,  nearly  at  the  same  Instant. 
Colonel  Fleury  first  entered  the  fort,  and  struck  their  stand- 
ard with  his  own  hand.  Major  Posey  was  the  first  to  give 
the  watch  word,  "  The  fort's  our  own,"  General  Wayne", 
in  his  letter  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  extols  highly  the 
brave  conduct  of  his  officers  and  men,  and  particularizes 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Fleury,  Major  Stuart,  Colonels  Butler, 
Hull,  Meigs  and  Febiger,  far  their  exemplary  valor  and  In- 
trepidity. Lieutenant  Colonel  Hay  was  wounded  in  the 
thigh,  while  fighting  with  firmness  in  the  beat  of  the  action. 
General  Wayne  himself  received  a  slight  wound  in  bis  head, 
but,  supported  by  bis  aids,  be  entered  the  foit  with  the 
troops.  The  truly  brave  are  ever  ambitious  of  distingitish- 
ing  tnemselves,  by  a  nice  observance  of  the  laws  of  human- 
ity and  generosity,  towards  the  conquered  foe.  It  is  highly 
creditable  to  our  troops,  (bat  they  conducted  towards  the 
prisoners  with  a  humane  forbearance,  which  is  directly  the 
reverse  of  the  conduct  of  the  British  on  too  many  similar 
occasions ;  they  disdained  to  take  the  lives  of  those  wl)0 
were  in  their  power,  and  calling  for  mercy  ;  not  an  individual 
suflered  after  the  surrender,  and  this  will  account  for  the 
few  of  the  enemy  killed  on  the  occasion  ;  being  about  one 
hundred  killed  and  wounded.  The  continentals  had  fifteen 
killed  and  eighty  three  wounded.  The  number  of  prisoiieis 
was  five  hundred  and  forty  three.  Colonel  Johnson  com- 
mander of  the  fort,  and  several  other  officers,  were  among 
the  number.  It  is  remarkable  that  out  of  the  twenty  men 
who  formed  the  forlorn  hope,  under  Lieutenant  Gibbon,  sev- 
enteen were  killed  or  wounded. 

General  Washington's  letter  to  Congress,  applauds  the 
conduct  of  all  the  officers  and  men  ;  but  he  names  particular 
officers  whose  situation  placed  them  foremost  in  danger, 
which  rendered  their  conduct  more  conspicuous.  Lieuten- 
ants Gibbon  and  Knox,  he  observes,  who  commanded  the 
advanced  parties,  or  forlorn  hope,  acquitted  themselves  ai 
well  at  it  was  possible.  With  respect  to  General  fVayne, 
he  obaervea,  "  that  his  conduct  throughout  the  whole  of  this 
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Arduous  enterprite,  nieri^^the  warmest  Approbation  of  Cte- 
greai ;  he  improved  on  the  plan  re'comnaended  by  me,  and 

executed  if  in  a  manner  tiiat  does  signal  honor  to  his  judg- 
ment, and  to  his  bravery-  In  a  criiicaT  inonient  of  the  as- 
sault, he  received  a  fiesb  wound  in  the  head,  with  A  muSket 
ball,  but  continued'  leadiniE  on  big  men,  with  unshftken  firm- 
ness." His  Excellency  informed  Congress,  tbtt  two  flags 
and  two  standards  were  taken,  the  former  belonging  to  the 
garrison,  the  latter  to  the  17th  regiment.  Lieatenant  Colo- 
nel Hull,  at  the  bead  of  four  hundred  light  infantry,  dispTay- 
^  a  noble  gallanttT,  for  which  he  received  the  thanks  of 
General  Wayne  and  of  Washington. 

As  disUnguishing  marks  of  approbation.  Congress  directed 
that  a  gold  medal  emblematical  of  the  action,  be  presented 
to  Br^adier  General  Wayne,  and  a  ribsr  (uie  to  Lieuteiiutt 
Colonel  Fleury  and  Major  Stuart,  and  brerets  of  Captain 
siven  to  Lieutenants  Gibbon  and  Knoi,  and  that  the  value  of 
fhe  military  stores  tidcen,  should  be  dlvtded  among  the  gal- 
lant troops  who  reduced  Stony  Point,  in  such  a  manner  as 
the  Commander  in  Chief  Bhoold  prescribe. 

The  fortifications  at  Paulus  Hook,  on  the  west  side  of 
the  North  river,  opposite  New  York  city,  was  taken  by 
Major  Lee  of  the  horse.  Tbe  garrison  made  a  faint  resist* 
aoce  and  surrendered.  Major  ^utherland^and  about  fifteen 
of  bis  men,  escaped  to  a  small  block  house.  The  approach 
of  day,  and  the  vicinity  of  the  main  body  of  the  enemy, 
made  it  impossible  to  bring  off  any  stores.  The  continent's 
had  possession  of  all  the  artillery  and  magazine  ;  the  pris- 
oners were  cue  hundred  and  tbirty-fbur  ranlr  and  £le,  and 
seven  officers  ;  about  forty  were  killed.  Major  Lee's  loss 
is  said  to  be  very  few  in  killed  and  wounded ;  four  only  is 
the  number  mentionedt 

Camp,  Providence,  Septtmher. — According  to  orders  from 
General  Gates,  our  regiinent  left  Castle  William  on  the  26th, 
•nd  arrived  at  Providence  on  the  38th  instant,  and  encamp- 
ed at  Fox's  paint.  Sunday  I  rode  with  sevei^l  officers  to 
Fawtuxet,  to  attend  the  religious  services  of  tte  celebrated 
Mr.  Murray,  whose  professed  doctrine  is  the'universal  sal- 
vation of  mankind.  Mn  Murray  is  not  admitted  into  the 
pulpits  of  the  orthodox  clei^  ;  his  peculiar  sentiments  are 
revolting  to  the  consciences,  and  repugnant  to  the  belief  of  a 
large  proportion  of  the  people  of  New  England.  In  this 
village  the  people  are  destitute  of  ao  ordained  minister. 
The  audience  was  anmerous,  aiid  the  preacher  pecnlitirly 
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doqvcint ;  treeij  and  flolefntt^  de^ftlfiriag  tltcJ  sentim^^ 
which  he  has  adopted,  and  quoting  VMioas  portions  of  ectip-' 
ttfrt,  to  enforce  a  belief  in  t6e  oftttieB  W&icb  Ms  own  con- 
•ctfiibce  andjudgmtnt  approre. 

'  QenerM  Prescott,  who  ivas  falten  at  Rhiode  IsIaAd  hj 
Col6irel  Barton,  on  iija  route  t^rou^ft  Connecticut,  called  at 
A  t«f  ern  to  dine  ;  the  landlady  broaght  on  the  table  a  dish  of 
^eatasb,  boiled  eorir  and  beans  ;  ftie  general,  uaaccustom-= 
ad  to  such  kind  of  food,  witb  much  warirrth  exclaimed, 
"  what,  do  yon  treat  us  i^itb  w  feed  of  hogs  V  and  talcing 
t&i  dish  from  the  table,-  strewed  tbe  eoetents  ever  the  floor. 
The  landlord  being  infot-iiifed  of  this,  aeon  entered  witb  his 
fcofsewliip,  <nd  gave  the  general  a  severe  chastisement. 
After  O^ral  Prescott  was  esefaai^d  and  restpred  to  his 
doiomaM  on.the  Island,  the  inbibitints  of  Nantucket  de|)ut* 
fed  WlliaA  Rotdh,  Dr.  Tnpperj  8bd  Titoothy  Folger,  16 
ingotiatfl  so^e  ccoieMiis  i^itb  him  in  behalf  of  the  town. 
Tnie;  w^re  tor  sowe  timti  <-efused  Mthitttuice  to  his  pres' 
tece,  but  Uie  Docttrr  atid  Folget  dv«reame  the  oppositim, 
imd  ushered  themselves  tflto  tn6  thoia.  Presedti  raged  and 
Stermed  with  great  vdietnence  TiirtH  Fol^r  wfts  coinpelled 
to  withdraw.  After  the  Doctor  auDonneed  his  business,  and 
file  Qeaeral  had  become  a  little  calm,  he  said,  "  Was  not 
my  treitmeAt  to  Folder  verf  tiiKivil  ?"  The  Doctor  said 
"  Tes."  "THeni"  raid  Preteott,  ■'  I  will  tell  yoii  the  rea- 
Md  i  be  looked  so  mn'ch  like  a  d — d  Ctinnecticut  man  that 
beraMtbipped  me,-  that  I  could  not  endure  his  presence."* 

'Whbn  the  Count  D'Estaing's  deet  appeared  near  the 
ftrHbfa  batteries,  in  the  harbor  of  Rhode  Island,  a  serere 
eanhoiiade  ^as  Commenced,  and  Several  shot  passed  through 
ttie  hoifses  iii  iinrn,  end  eccasim^  great  constenlation  among 
the  ii^ibltaik.  A  ^ot  passed  through  the  door  of  Mrs. 
Mason's  honOi  just  Abovd  the  floors  The  fimilv  were 
ahrUed,  not  knowing  liher^  to  flee  for  safety.  A  negro 
ibau  tan  fcnd  sat  himsielf  diiwn  very  compoeedfy,  with  bis 
t«ck  against  the  shot  hole  in  ^  ddor,  and  being  asked  by 
fvapg  Mr.  Masos  why  he  chose  that  situation,  be  replied, 
"  M^a,  you  never  know  two  ballet  go  in  one  place." 

(hiober. — Information  is  recelted  that  the  enemy  are  pre- 
^srtng  to  evacuate  tlte  town  of  Newport.     They  have  bunil 

*  Th*  Mqud  of  Uik  11017,  **  n^«cU  ITutiiekct,  bu  recaall^  bem  canimani- 
mtai  hj  ft  |atfl««ui  of  thu  tovn,  wlia  rataiiu  ■  perfbot  rac&Decliob  sT  ill  tb*  cir- 
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the  lightbouM,  blown  up  some  of  their  works,  and  embark- 
ed their  heavy  baggage. 

16fA.— :It  is  ascertained  that  the  British  have  abandoned 
the  town  of  Newport,  and  that  some  of  our  troops  have 
taken  possession  of  the  town.  It  is  but  justice  to  remark, 
tbat  the  enemy  left  the  town  in  good  condition,  and  that  tbey 
treated  the  mhabitauts  with  civility.  They  left  a  lai-ge 
quantity  of  hay,  wood,  and  military  stores. '  Our  regiment 
u  under  marching  orders. 

•fiTovemler. — In  obedience  to  orders,  we  inarched  from  fro- 
vtdence  on  the  8th  instant,  passing'tbrough  the  towns  of  Cov- 
entry, Windham,  Bolton,  Hartford,  Woodbury,  a^id Newtown, 
and  arrived  at^Danbury,  Conn,  on  the  23d.  Our  regiment 
is  united  with  General  Starl^s  brigade,  the  whole  of  which 
ii  now  billeted  in  private  houses.  Danbury  was  formerly  a 
flourishing  town,  hut  the  principal  part  of  it  has  been  de- 
stroyed by  the  enemy.  A  soldier  having  anointed  himself 
for  the  itch,  with  mercurial  ointment,  last  night,  was  found 
dead  this  morning, — and  another  suffered  the  same  fate,  in 
consequence  of  drinking  six  gills  of  rum.  Our  troops  have 
sufiered  greatly  by  snow,  and  rain,  and  excessively  bad  trav- 
elling, since  we  left  Providence- 

JaorristoviH,  December. — ^^Our  brigade  left  Danbury  on  the 
Sth  instant.  It  snowed  all  the  afternoon,  and  we  took  shel- 
ter in  the  woods  at  Cortland's  manor.  Having  no  other 
•belter  than  bushes  thrown  together,  we  passed  a  very 
cold  uncomfortable  night.  Marched  the  next  day  through 
a  deep  snow,  ^nd  took  lodgings  at  night  in  private  houses 
at  Croin)>ond  ;  marched  again  early,  crossed  the  Hudson  at 
King's  ferry,  and  proceeded  twenty  miles,  it  being  late  at 
night  before  our  men  could  all  find  accommodations  in  the 
scattering  houses  and  barns  on  the  road.  I  visited  my  friend 
Doctor  S.  Findley,  of  General  Glover's  brigaofe,  and  being 
invited  to  breakfast,  the  only  food  he  could  furnish  was  i^ofliee, 
without  milk  or  sugar,  and  meagre  beef  steaks,  without 
bread  or  even  salt.  Such  has  been  for  some  time  the  unac- 
countable scarcity  of  provisions  in  the  main  army.  We 
marched  to  Pomi'lon  on  the  9th,  and  on  the  Hth  reached 
this  wilderness,  about  three  miles  from  Morristown,  where 
we  are  to  build  log  huts  for  winter  quarters.  Our  baggage 
is  left  iu  the  rear  for  want  of  wagons  to  transpoit  it.  The 
snow  on  the  ground  is  about  two  feet  deep,  and  the  weather 
extremely  cold  ;  the  soldiers  are  destitute  of  both  tents  and 
blankets,  and  some  of  them  are  actually  barefooted  and 
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ftlmost  naked.  Our  only  defence  against  the  inclemency  of 
the-weather,  consists  of  brushwood  thrown  together.  Our 
lodging  the  last  night  wad  on  the  frozen  ground.  Those  offi- 
cers who  have  the  privilege  of  a  horse,  can  always  have 
a  blanket  at  hand.  Having  removed  the  snow,  we  wrapped 
ourselves  in  great  coats,  spread  our  blankets  on  the  ground, 
and  lay  down  by  the  side  of  each  other,  five  or  six  tt^ther, 
with  large  fires  at  our  feet,  leaving  orders  with  the  waiters 
to  keep  it  well  supplied  with  fuel  during  the  night.  We 
could  procure  neither  shelter  nor  forage  for  our  horses,  and 
the  poor  animals  were  tied  to  trees  in  the  woods  for  twenty- 
four  hours  without  food,  except  the  bark  which  they  peeled 
from  the  trees.  Lieutenant  W,  and  myself,  rode  to  Morris- 
town,  where  we  dined,  and  fed  our  starving  horses  at  a 
tavern.  General  Washingt(Hi  tas  taken  his  head  quarters  at 
Morristown,  and  the  whole  army  in  this  department  are  to 
be  employed  in  building  lo?  huts  for  winter  quarters.  The 
ground  is  marked  out,  and  the  soldiers  have  commenced 
cutting  down  the  timber  of  oak  and  walnut,  of  which  we 
have  a  great  abundance.  Our  baggage  has  at  length  arrived, 
the  men  God  it  very  difficult  to  pitch  their  tents  on  the  fro- 
zen ground,  and  notwithstanding  large  fires,  we  can  scarcely 
keep  from  freezing.  In  addition  to  other  suETerings,  the 
whole  army  has  been  for  seven  or  eight  days  entirely  desti- 
tute of  the  staff  of  life  ;  our  only  food  is  miserable  fresh 
beef,  without  bread,  salt,  or  vegetables. 

It  is  a  circumstance  greatly  to  be  deprecated,  that  the 
army,  who  are  devoting  their  lives,  and  every  thing  dear,  to 
the  defence  of  our  country's  freedom,  should  be  subjected 
to  such  unparalleled  privations,  while  in  a  country  abounding 
m  every  kmd  of  provisions.  The  time  has  before  occurred 
when  the  army  was  on  the  point  of  dissolution  for  the  want 
of  provisiooMend  it  is  to  be  ascribed  to  their  patriotism,  and 
to  a  sense  of  honor  and  duty,  that  they  have  not  long  since 
abandoned  the  cause  of  their  country.  The  heroic  fortitude 
with  which  our  officers  and  soldiers  support  their  disfresses, 
proclaims  their  fidelity,  and  intrinsic  merit.  Besides  the 
evils  above  mentioned,  we  experience  another,  in  the  rapid 
depreciation  of  the  continental  money,  which  we  receive  for 
our  pay  ;  it  is  now  estimated  at  about  thirty  fur  one.  It  is 
from  this  cause,  according  to  report,  that  our  Commissary 
General  is  unable  to  furnish  the  army  with  a  proper  supply 
of  provisions.  The  people  in  the  country  are  unwilling  to 
sell  the   produce  of  their  farma  for  this  depreciated  cui^ 
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feacj,  aD4lM)lb.^«  cc^urcea  tfid  t^ti^p^t  of  our  C^wie^ 
tipgeu  to  te  itinMt  ezbautted.^  The  js»i  U  ^ow  dosed,  and 
sntk  it  expire!  the  te^m  ,of  eplijitmeiit  of  a  consi^erat)le  luua- 
ber  of  our  loldl^ra  ;  iiaw  condiUonii  ^e  t^etedlhem  to  fw 
icoorage  titeir  re-enliatmeDt  aucing  the  fvar,  but  s^ofa  are  the 
■luneious  evils  w^ch  tbey  have  nitberto  ezpeiiepced,  that 
it  ii  fei^red  hut  a  staaU  prwoitioa  of  .theta  will  Ta-enlist- 
Sli«u]d  tbeae  appiehepuov  pe  realizeci,  the  fate  of  our 
coy otry,  and  the  defitipj  of  ;its  pce^eqt  luler*  i^  friends  wxU 
MOD  be  decided. 

it  /has  hitherto  been  oar  grievoifs  mii^ortuoe,  that  the 
fMrerai  states  have  attempted  to  auppl;  their  qjiota  of  the 
army  by  ihort  en^iatiniints.  No  fact  is  .i^ore  *4Ki^itih]e  of 
j^emoutration,  than  that  «idi8tiqg>  or  draughti^  men  for  nine 
inpB^^,  <}r  ooQ  year,  never  fgils  of  being  attewd  with  iiis- 
^pnsmtme^,  and  atrfvn  ,of  pecnicif^f  cqneeau«ncep.  G^qe- 
.rjBi  Waahingtap  haa,  Crom  um9  pegpnine  {if 'the  c(»te»t,  mcwt 
pointedly  protoBted  agaju^t  it^  aa^  labored  .wiifi  unwearied 
^iduit{^,  to  inducje  ^h^  atate^  to  ad{^  a  mw^  just  and  per- 
■UQent  system,  py  ^e  pre^efit  mode,  the  strength  fit  -the 
vjpy  IB  co&tiBually  precarious  and  fluoti^tiifg ;  4iie  r^Aniits 
)iaTe  scarcely  tine  to  learn  Ute  d^iplipe  fmd  pol^e  of  a 
capip,  before  they  ace  at  ;l|U>erty  to  rstiim  to  t'^^  farjos, 
]Hkd  their  places  are  au[^i,ed  hf  others  who  refmire  the 
^ame  £ourse  of  instruotiw-  'I'h^  PPtiAequenpe  isj  uiat  hut  a 
Email  proportion  of  our  troops  ajc^  ifiurefl  ,to  actual  L^ervlce, 
they  are  continually  liable  to  caiop  disef^es,  and  are  un^e- 
j^rving  of  confidence  in  the  fnoat  cridcAl  inoinrats  of  the 
cafnpaign.  Another  discour^ng  ctrcuinstaBce  attending 
this  mode  of  recruiting  the  army  is,  the  great  inequality  of 
'the  bounties  gjiyen  to  .the  soldiers  at  .diffec^nt  ti^es,  and  the 
diap^rity  in  the  provis^  ^ade  by  the  aeveral  jtatfs,  which 
occaaiona  murmurs  and  discontent  )imo^  i)itaf  respective 
troops.  It  is  consistency,  and  atabihty,  Oiat  pve  character 
^id  efficiency  to  an  aripy,  and  this  has  ever  been  the  gr'Cat 
desideratum  in-tbe  view  of  our  Commander  in  Chief-  The 
state  of  Massachusetts,  in  order  to  till  up  their  regiioepts, 
^ve  ofiered  a  bounty  of  three  hundred  doUars,  .in  addition  to 
t)!)^  continental  bounty  of  two  hundred  dollars,  to  induce  m^ 
to  Qcltst  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war. 

'Intelligence  has  been  received  from  Savannah,  Geor^a, 
which  city  has  ~for  ^me  tiiae  been  in  the  possession  of  the 
^emy,  under  comopand  of  Qenerat  Prerost.  Major  Ge^- 
•ral  Lincoln  is  command^  in  chief  of  our  uva^  in  that 


DBCEHBBB.]  MILITlftr  JOVRNAL,  1779.  179 

departmeDt.  The  Count  D'Estaing  bad  arrived  there  with 
a  French  fleet)  and  a  body  of  troops.  With  these  forces, 
combined  with  the  Americans,  the  two  commanders,  after 
having  besieged  the  city  for  some  time,  resolved  on  the  al> 
most  desperate  resolution  of  possessing  it  by  assault.  The 
ailied  force  consisted  of  between  four  and  five  thousand  men. 
General  Lincoln  and  Count  D'Estainz  led  their  respective 
troops  to  the  lines  of  the  enemy,  with  the  most  signal  6rm- 
uess  and  intrepidity,  and  faced  their  fire  for  about  fifty-five 
minutes,  when  they  were  repulsed  with  considerable  loss. 
Count  D'Estaing  received  two  slight  wounds  ;  more  than  sit 
hundred  of  bis  brave  troops,  and  about  one  hundred  and  sev-  . 
enty  continentals  were  killed  or  wounded.  Count  Fulaaki, 
a  brigadier  general  in  our  service,  at  the  head  of  two  hun- 
dred horsemen,  was  in  full  gallop,  with  the  intention  of 
charging  the  enemy  in  the  rear,  when  he  received  a  mortal 
wound.  This  gentleman  was  a  Folander,  of  distinguished 
rank  and  character  ;  having  viewed  the  American  cause  in  a 
favorable  light,  he  offered  bis  services  to  our  Congress,  who 
appointed  bim  to  the  rank  of  brigadier  general.  He  has  hj 
h»  active  and  enterprising  spirit  rendered  essential  service 
to  our  army,  and  his  death  is  universally  lamented. 

During  the  siege  of  Savannah,  an  event  occurred,  singn- 
larly  honorable  to  an  enterprising  individual,  which  should 
never  be  forgotten.  A  captain  of  Colonel  Delancey's  bat- 
talioo  of  refugee  troops,  with  about  one  hundred  American 
royal  regulars,  was  posted  near  a  river  twenty-five  miles 
from  Savannab,'  where  were  four  armed  British  vessels, 
manned  with  about  forty  sailors.  Colonel  John  White,  of 
the^Georeia  Ime,  was  desirous  of  the  honor  of  capturing  this 
party  ;  his  whole  force,  however,  consisted  of  no  more  than 
cur  volunteen,  including  his  own  servant ;  it  was  only  by  a 
well  concerted  stratagem,  therefore,  that  he  could  hope  for 
success.  In  the  night,  he  kindled  a  number  of  fires,  in  dif- 
ferent places,  and  exhibited  the  appearance  of  a  large 
encampment,  and  having  arranged  his  plan,  he  summoned  the 
captain  to  surrender,  threatening  his  entire  destruction,  by  a 
superior  force,  in  case  of  a  refusal.  Intimidated,  and  de- 
ceived  by  appearances,  the  captain  immediately  signified  his 
readiness  to  comply  with  the  demand,  and  made  no  further  de- 
fence. The  American  Colonel,  White,  had  now  the  satisfac- 
tion, by  his  peculiar  address,  to  see  the  whole  of  the  prisoners, 
amounting  to  one  hundred  and  forty,  divest  themselves  of  their 
arms,  and  submit  to  himself  and  his  six  volunteers.  The  prison- 
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en  were  afterwardi  safely  conducted  by  three  of  the  captors 
for  twooty-fiTe  miles  through  the  country,  to  an  American 
post.  During  the  present  ouHptb,  one  Hessian  lieutenant 
and  aevea  Hessian  soldiers,  and  four  British,  deserted  from 
the  enemy  at  New  York.  The  lieutenant  pretended  to 
desire  to  enter  our  service  as  a  rolunteer,  but  deserters  are 
generally  suspicious,  or  vrorthless  characters,  nndeserving  of 
attentioii.  One  of  the  British  deserters  pretended  to  be  a 
prophet,  but  probably  a  disguised  spy. 

'Morrutoun,  January  1st,  1780. — A  new  year  commence*, 
but  brings  no  relief  to  the  Bufferings  and  privations  of  our 
army.  Our  canvass  covering  affords  but  a  miserable  secu-  , 
rity  from  storms  of  rain  and  snow,  and  a  great  scarcity  of 
provisions  still  prevails,  and  its  effects  are  feh  even  at  head 
quarters,  as  appears  by  the  following  anecdote.  "  We  have 
nothing  but  the  rations  to  cook.  Sir,"  said  Mrs.  Thomson,  a 
very  worthy  Irish  woman  and  housekeeper  to  General 
Washington.  "  Well,  Mrs.  Thomson,  you  most  then  cook 
the  rations,  for  I  have  not  a  farthing  to  give  you."  "  If  you 
l^ease,  Sir,  let  one  of  the  gentlemen  give  me  an  order  for 
sii  bushels  of  salt."  "  Six  bushels  of  salt,  for  what .'"  "  To 
preserve  the  fresh  beef.  Sir."  One  of  the  aids  gave  the 
order,  and  the  next  day  his  Excellency's  table  was  amply 

Erovided.  Mrs.  Thomson  was  sent  for,  and  told  that  she 
ad  done  very  wrong  to  expend  her  own  money,  for  it  was 
not  known  when  she  could  be  repaid.  "  I  owe  you,"  said 
his  Excellency,  "  too  much  already  to  permit  the  debt  being 
increased,  and  our  situation  is  not  at  this  moment  such  as  to 
induce  very  sanguine  hope."  "Dear  Sir,"  said  the  good 
old  lady,  "it  ia  always  darkest  just  before  daylight,  and  I 
hope  your  Excellency  will  foi^ivo  me  for  bartering  the  salt 
for  other  necessaries  which  are  now  on  the  table."  Salt 
was  eight  dollars  a  bushel,  and  it  might  always  be  exchanged 
with  the  country  people  for  articles  of  provision-* 

•  In  a  private  lelWr  to  a  friend,  Genera]  Wa«hiD|[toa  uji,  "  Wo  have  had  the 

fire  or  six  daft  toreiher  without  brsad  ;  at  olhnr  limea  aa  many  dafs  nilhont  meat ; 
and  oDcB  or  tntce  two  or  three  di;i  without  either.     I  hardly  UKm^ht  il  poaaible, 

done,  hut  for  the  aiertiona  of  the  nafutralei  in  Ihs  Hieral  countiei  of  Oiii  ilale, 
{ JgrK7.)  on  whom  I  wai  ohliiod  to  call,  ei|Hno  our  ailuation  to  them,  and  in  plwn 
tetmi  dKlire  that  wo  were  roduced  to  (he  altemaliie  of  diaUnding  or  catering  for 
ODTHlvei.  iinlea  the  iDhabiianli  would  afford  ui  their  lid.  I  alloliod  to  each 
cooatr  a  certain  proportioti  of  flanr  or  grain,  and  a  certain  anmber  of  cattle,  to  be 
daliTcredon  ccrttiodafa;  and,  (i»  ibe  lioiwr  of  the  m^iairaEai,  and  the  gooddia- 
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The  weatber  for  aevera]  days  bag  been  remarkably  cold 

and  itormy.  On  the  Sd  instant,  ffo  eiperienced  one  of  the 
most  tremendous  snow  storms  ever  remembered  ;  no  man 
could  endure  its  violence  many  minutes  without  danger  of  hit 
life.  Several  marquees  were  torn  asunder  and  blown  down 
over  the  officers'  heads  in  the  night,  and  some  of  the  soldiers 
were  actually  covered  while  in  their  tents,  and  buried  like 
sheep  under  the  snow.  My  comrades  and  myself  were 
roused  from  sleep  by  the  calls  of  some  officers  for  assist- 
ance ;  their  marquee  had  blown  down,  and  tbey  were  almost 
smothered  in  the  storm,  before  they  could  reach  our  mar- 
quee, only  a  few  yards,  and  their  blankets  and  baggage  were 
nearly  buried  in  the  snow.  We  are  greatly  favored  io  hav- 
ing a  supply  of  straw  for  bedding,  over  this  we  spread  aU 
our  blankets,  and  pith  our  clothes  and  large  fires  at  our  feet, 
while  four  or  five  i^  prowded  together,  preserve  ourBel,vei 
from  freezing.  Bui'tke  sufferings  of  the  poor  soldiers  can 
scarcely  he  described  ;  while  on  duty  they  are  unavoidably 
exposed  to  all  the  mclemency  of  storms  and  severe  cold  ;  at 
night  tbey  now  have  a  bed  of  straw  on  the  ground,  and  a 
single  blanket  to  each  man  ;  tbey  are  badly  clad,  and  some 
are  destitute  of  shoes. '  We  have  contrived  a  kind  of  stone 
chimney  outside,   and  an  opening  at  one  end  of  our  tenti 

f;ives  us  the  benefit  of  the  fire  within.  The  snow  is  now 
rom  four  to  siv  feet  deep,  which  so  obstructs  the  roads  ai 
to  prevent  our  receiving  a  supply  of  provisions.  For  the 
last  ten  days  we  have  received  but  two  pounds  of  meat  a 
man,  and  we  are  frequently  for  six  or  eight  days  entirely 
destitute  of  meat,  and  then  as  long  without  bread.  -The 
consequence  is,  the  soldiers  are  so  enfeebled  from  hunger 
and  cold,  as  to  be  almost  unable  to  perform  their  military 
duty,  or  labor  in  constructing  their  huts.  It  is  well  known 
that  General  Washington  experiences  the  greatest  solicitude 
for  the  sufferings  of  his  army,  and  is  sensible  that  they  in 
general  eooduct  with  heroic  patience  and  fortitude.  His 
Excellency,  it  is  understood,  despairing  of  supplies  from  the 
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Commiuarf  0«neral,  has  made  applicatioa  to  the  magii- 
tratea  of  the  state  of  Hew  Jersey  for  aisiatance  ia  procur- 
ing prorlBioiu.  This  expedient  has  been  attended  with  the 
happieit  guccesi.  It  is  hworable  to  the  magistrates  and 
pei^le  of  Jersey,  that  they  have  cheerfully  complied  with 
(he  requisition,  and  famished  for  the  present  an  ample 
■upply,  and  have  thus  probably  saved  the  army  from  des- 
traction. 

As  if  to  make  up  the  full  measure  of  grief  and  embarrass- 
ment to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  repeated  complaints  hare 
been  made  to  him  thatiome  of  the  soldiers  are  in  the  prac- 
tice of  pilfering  and  plundering  the  inhabitants  of  their 
poultry,  sheep,  pigs,  and  even  their  cattle,  from  their  farms. 
This  marauding  practice  has  often  been  prohibited  in  general 
orders,  under  the  severest  penalties,  and  some  exemplary 
ptmishmentB  have  been  inflicted.'  General  Washington  pos- 
teues  an  inflexible  firmness  of  purpose,  and  is  determined 
that  discipline  and  subordination  in  camp  shall  be  >rigidly 
enforced  and  maintained.  The  whole  army  has  been  suffi- 
eiently  warned,  and  cautioned  against  robbing  the  inhabitants 
on  any  pretence  whatever,  and  no  soldier  is  subjected  to 
punishment  without  a  fair  trial,  and  conviction  by  a  court 
martial.  Death  has  been  inflicted  m  a  few  instances  of  an 
atrocious  nature,  but  in  general,  the  punishment  consists  in  a 
public  whipping,  and  the  number  of  stripes  is  proportioned 
to  the  degree  of  offence.  'The  law  of  Moses  prescribes  forty 
atripes  save  one,  but  this  number  has  often  been  exceeded 
in  our  camp.  In  aggravated  cases,  and  with  old  offenders, 
the  culprit  is  sentenced  to  receive  oao  hundred  lashes,  or 
more.  It  is  always  the  duty  of  the  drummers  and  fifers  to 
inflict  the  chastisement,  and  the  drum  major  must  attend  and 
see  that  the  duty  is  faithfully  performed.  The  culprit 
being  securely  tied  to  a  tree  or  post,  receives  on  his  naked 
back  the  number  of  lashea  assigned  him,  by  a  whip  formed 
of  several  small  knotted  c(HiJs,  which  sometimes  cut  through 
the  skin  at  every  stroke.  However  strange  it  may  appear, 
a  soldier  will  often  receive  the  severest  stripes  without 
uttering  a  groan,  or  once  shrmking  from  the  lash,  eren  while 
the  blood  flows  freely  from  his  lacerated  wounds.  This 
must  be  ascribed  to  stubbornness  or  pride.  They  have,  how- 
ever, adopted  a  method  which  they  say  mitigates  the  an- 
guish in  some  measure  ;  it  is  by  putting  between  the  teeth 
a  leaden  bullet,  on  which  they  chew  while  tinder  the  lash, 
till  it  is  made  quite  flat  and  ja^ed.     In  tome  instances  of 
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iacorrigible  villaios,  it  is  adjudged  by  the  court  that  the  cnl- 
prit  receive  his  punishment  at  several  diflerent  times,  a 
certain  number  of  stripes  repeated  at  intervals  of  two  or 
three  days,  in  which  case  the  wounds  are  in  a  state  of  in- 
flammation, and  the  skin  rendered  more  sensibly  tender ;  and 
the  terror  of  the  punishment  is  greatly  aggravated.  Another 
mode  of  punishment  is  that  of  running  the  gantht ;  this  ia 
done  by  a  company  of  soldiers  standing  in  two  lines,  each  one 
furnished  with  a  switch,  and  the  criminal  is  made  to  run 
between  them  and  receive  the  scourge  from  their  bands  on 
his  naked  back  ;  but  the  delinquent  runs  so  rapidly,  and  the 
soldiers  are  so  apt  to  favor  a  comrade,  that  it  often  happens 
ia  this  way  that  the  punishment  is  very  trivial  ;  but  on  some 
occasions,  a  soldier  is  ordered  to  bold  a  bayonet  at  his  breast 
to  impede  bis  steps.  If  a  non-commissioned  officer  is  senten- 
ced  to  corporeal  punishment,  he  is  always  degraded  to  the 
soldier's  rank.  The  practice  of  corporeal  punishment  in  an 
army  has  become  a  subject  of  animadversion,  and  both  the 
policy  and  propriety  of  the  measure  have  been  called  in 
question. "  It  may  be  observed  that  the  object  of  punishment 
is  to  exhibit  examples,  to  deter  others  from  committmg 
crimes  ;  that  corporeal  punishment  may  be  made  sufliciently 
severe  as  a  commutation  for  the  punishment  of  death  in 
ordinary  cases  ;  it  is  more  humane,  and  by  saving  the  life  of 
a  soldier  we  prevent  the  loss  of  his  services  to  the  public. 
In  justification  of  the  practice,  it  is  alleged  also,  that  in  the 
British  army  it  has  loi^  been  established  in  their  military 
code,  and  it  is  not  uncommon  to  sentence  a  criminal  to 
receive  a  thoniand  lashes,  and  that  they  aggravate  its  hor- 
rors in  the  most  cmel  manner,  by  repeating  the  stripes  from 
day  to  day,  before  the  wounds  are  healed  ;  and  instances  are 
not  wanting  of  its  having  been  attended  with  fatal  conse- 
quences. On  the  other  hand,  it  is  objected,  that  corporeal 
punishment  is  disreputable  to  an  army,  it  will  never  reclaim 
the  unprincipled  villain,  and  it  has  a  tendency  to  repress  the 
spirit  of  ambition  and  enterprise  in  the  young  solclier  ;  and 
the  individual  thus  ignominiously  treated,  can  never,  in  case 
of  promotion  for  mentorious  services,  be  received  with  com- 
placency as  a  companion  for  other  officers.  These  objec- 
tions will  apply  to  most  other  modes  of  punishment,  and  it 
remains  to  be  decided,  which  is  the  most  eligible  for  the 
purpose  of  maintaining  that  subordination  so  indispensable  in 
all  armies. 
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Notnithstanding  the  numerous  difficulties  &nd  dUcouraee- 
ments  with  which  our  &Tmy  have  been  compelled  to  struggle, 
we  are  happy  to  find  that  a  considerable  proportion  of  those 
uldierg  whose  terms  of  enlistment  have  lately  expired,  have 
re-enlisted  during  the  continuance  of  the  war.  It  may  seem 
extraordinary  that  those  who  have  experienced  such  accumu- 
lated distress  and  privations,  should  voluntarily  engage  again 
in  the  same  service-  But  amidst  all  the  toils  and  hardships, 
there  are  charms  in  a  military  life  ;  it  is  here  that  we  wit- 
ness heroic  actions,  and  deeds  of  military  glory.  The  power 
of  habit  and  the  spirit  of  ambition,  pervade  the  soldiers' 
ranks,  and  those  who  have  been  accustomed  to  active  scenes, 
and  formed  their  social  attachments,  cannot  without  reluc- 
tance quit  the  tumult  and  the  buttle  of  a  camp,  for  the 
calm  and  quiet  of  domestic  pursuits.  There  are  to  be  found 
however,  in  the  bosom  of  our  soldiers  the  purest  principles 
of  patriotism, — they  glory  in  the  noble  cause  of  their  coun- 
tij,  and  pride  themselves  in  contributing  to  its  successful 
termination.  It  is  hoped  they  will  not  again  be  subjected  to 
%  starving  condition. 

nth. — A  detachment,  ootisisting  of  about  two  thousand 
five  hundred  men,  under  the  command  of  M^or  General 
Lord  Stirling,  was  a  few  days  since  sent  off  in  about  five 
hundred  sleighs  on  a  secret  expedition.  The  sleighs  were 
procured,  and  preparations  made,  under  pretence  of  going 
mto  the  country  after  provisions.  It  is  now  ascertained  that 
the  object  of  the  expedition  was  to  attack  the  enemy  in  their 
works  on  Staten  Island,  by  surprise.  Our  party  passed  over 
on  the  Ice  from  Eliaabethtown  in  the  night,  but  the  enemy 
having  received  intelligence  of  their  design,  retired  into 
their  strong  works  for  safety,  and  the  object  of  the  enter- 
prise was  unfortunately  defeated  ;  they  however  brought  off 
a  quantity  of  blankets  and  stores.  The  snow  was  three  or 
four  feet  deep,  and  the  weather  extremely  cold,  and  our 
troops  continued  on  the  island  twenty-four  hours  without 
covering,  and  about  &ve  hundred  were  slightly  frozen,  and 
six  were  killed  by  a  party'Hi^horae,  who  pursued  our  rear 
guard.  A  number  of  tents,  arms,  and  a  quantity  of  baggage, 
with  several  casks  of  wine  and  spirits,  were  brought  off, 
with  seventeen  prisoners. 

Sllh. — A  party  of  the  enemy  made  an  excursion  from 
Staten  Island  in  the  night,  surprised  our  picquet  guard,  and 
succeeded  in  taking  off  a  major,  and  forty  men.  Our  offi- 
cers were  censured  for  their  conduct  in  not  being  sufficiently 
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alert  to  guard  agaimt  a  surprise.  We  are  now  rejoicing  in 
having  a  plentiful  supplj  of  provisiona  and  a  favorable  pros' 
pect  of  a  full  supply  in  future.  Our  log  huts  are  almost 
completed,  and  we  promise  ourselves  very  comfortable 
quarters  for  the  remainder  of  the  winter. 

A  detacbmeat  of  eighty  men,  levies  and  volunteers,  under 
command  of  Captains  Keeler  and  Lockwood,  marched  to 
Morrisauia  in  the  night,  and  made  an  attack  on  Colodel  Hat- 
field. The  Colonel  and  his  men  took  to  the  chambers,  and 
fired  out  of  the  windows  and  down  stain  at  those  who  enter' 
ed  the  house.  Our  part;  found  it  almost  impossible  to  dis* 
lodge  them  till  they  set  fire  to  the  house  by  putting  a  straw 
bed  into  a  closet  while  in  a  blaze,  which  compelled  them  to 
jump  out  at  the  chamber  windows  to  avoid  the  flames. 
Colonel  Hatfield,  one  captain,  one  lieutenant,  and  one  quar- 
ter  master,  and  eleven  private  soldiers  were  taken  and 
brought  off. 

.We  are  just  informed  Uiat  on  the  first  of  this  month  about 
two  hundred  soldiers  of  the  Massachusetts  line,  wb'o  were 
stationed  at  West  Point,  pretending  that  their  term  of  en- 
listment had  expired,  marched  off  with  the  intention  of  going 
home-  A  party  of  troops  was  despatched  after  tbetn,  and 
they  were  brought  back.  Several  soldiers  from  other  posts 
followed  their  example.  The  subject  being  investigated  by 
the  proper  officers,  it  was  found  that  many  of  them  had  sev- 
eral months  to  serve,  some  of  these  were  punished,  and  the 
remainder  returned  to  their  duty.  Those  whose  term  had 
actually  expired  were  discharged.  During  the  present 
mouth,  a  ctHuiderable  number  of  deserters,  both  British  and 
Hessians,  have  come  from  the  enemy. 

Ftbrvaru. — Lieutenant  Colonel  Thompson  had  the  com- 
mand of  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  as  an  advanced 
party,  on  our  lines.  He  was  instructed  to  be  constantly 
alert,  and  in  motion,  that  the  enemy  might  not  be  able  to 
take  advantage,  and  form  a  plan  for  his  destruction.  It  hap- 
pened, however,  that  a  detachment  of  British,  Hessians, 
and  mounted  refugees,  were  discovered  advancing  towards 
hiffl,  but  on  account  of  a  very  deep  snow  obstructing  the 
road,  they  marched  slowly,'  and  Colonel  Thompson  resolved 
to  defend  his  ground.  The  enemy's  horse  first  advanced  and 
commenced  skirmishing  till  their  infantry  approached,  when 
a  sharp  conflict  ensued,  which  continued  about  fifteeen  min- 
utes ;  some  of  our  troops  manifested  symptoms  of  cowardice, 
and  gave  way.      The  enemy  secured  the  advantage,   and 
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ruibed  on  with  a  general  ihoot,  which  soon  decided  tiie  eon' 
teit.  The  Americatu  lost  thirteea  men  killed,  and  Captaia 
Roberts,  ibeing  mortally  wounded,  soon  expired  ;  seventeen 
others  were  wounded.  Lieutenant  Col^el  Tboinp«Dn,rand 
six  other  officers,  with  eigfaty-nine  rank  and  file,  were  made 
pristmers.  Of  tbe  enemy,  two  officers  and  eighteen  men 
were  wounded,  and  five  men  killed.  One  of  our  men,  by 
the  name  of  Mayhew,  of  Massacbuaetts,  was  pursued  by 
two  of  the  enemy's  horse  ;  tbe  snow  b^ing  almost  up  to  bis 
hips,  they  gained  fast  on  him,  he  inquired  if  they  would  give 
him  quarter,  they  replied,  "  Yes,  you  dog,  we  will  quarter 
you,"  and  this  was  again  repeated.  Mayhew,  in  despair, 
resolving  to  give  them  a  shot  before  he  submitted  to  bis  fate, 
turned  and  fired  at  tbe  first  horsemui,  who  cried  out,  "  The 
rascal  has  broken  my  leg,"  when  both  of  them  wheeled 
round  and  rode  off,  leaving  Mayhew  to  rejoice  at  bis  fortu- 
nate escape. 

>  I4tk. — Having  continued  to  this  late  season  in  our  tents, 
experiencing  the  greatest  inconvenience,  we  have  now  tbe 
saUsfaction  of  taking  possession  of  tlie  log  huts,  just  complet- 
ed by  our  soldiers,  where  we  shall  have  more  comfortable 
accommodations.  Major  Trescott,  Lieutenant  Williams, 
our  pay  master,  and  myself,  occupy  a  hut  with  one  room, 
furnished  with  our  lodging  cabins,  and  crowded  with  our 
baggage. 

20tA, — Two  soldiers  were  brought  (o  the  gallows  for  the 
crime  of  robbery.  One  of  them  was  pardoned  under  tbe 
gallows,  and  tbe  other  executed.  Tbe  poor  criminal  was 
so  dreadfully  tortured  by  the  horrors  of  an  untimely  death, 
that  he  was  scarcely  able  to  sustain  himself,  and  tbe  scene 
excited  the  compassion  of  every  spectator.  It  is  hoped  that 
this  example  will  make  such  an  impression  as  to  deter  others 
from  committing  similar  crimes. 

jyiarch. — :The  present  winter  is  the  most  severe  and  dis- 
tressing, which  we  have  ever  experienced.  An  immense 
body  of  saovf  remains  on  tbe  ground.  Our  soldiers  are  in  a 
wretched  condition  for  the  want  of  clothes,  blankets  and 
shoes  ;  and  these  calamitous  circumstances  are  accompanied 
by,  a  want  of  provisions.  It  has  several  times  happened  that 
t^  troops  were  reduced  to  one  half,  or  to  one  quarter  al- 
lowance, and  some  days  have  passed  ^vithout  any  meat  or 
bread  being  delivered  out.  The  causes  assigned  for  these 
extraordinary  deficiencies,  are  the  very  low  state  of  the 
public  finances,  in  consequence  of  the  rapid  depreciation  of- 
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the  continental  currency,  and  some  irreguiark;  in  th«  com* 
fiaiiiai7's  departmeat.  Oui  loldier*,  in  gaoeral,  supp<wt 
their  sufTerini^  with  commendable  lirmneis,  but  it  is  feared 
that  their  patience  will  be  exhausted,  and  very  Bcrious  coH> 
sequences  ensue- 

,Bpril'. — A  party  of  our  troopa  being  stationed  on  the  line, 
under  the  command  of  Major  Boyles,  of  the  Pennsf  IvaniR 
line,  was  unfortunately  surprised  by  the  enemy  in  the  nightj 
The  major  defended  himself  in  a  house  tit)  he  was  mortally 
wounded,  when  he  and  bis  guard  surrendered.  The  enemy 
set  fire  to  several  houses,  and  carried  off  about  fifty  of  our 
men,  and  five  or  six  officers,"  among  whom  is  ensign  Thacti' 
er,  of  our  regiment.  The  militia  pursued,  and  retook  ^ 
number  of  horses,  and  a  quantity  of  valuable  goods,  whi<^ 
they  had  plundered  from  the  inhabitants. 

19lA. — The  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  minister  of  France) 
with  another  French  gentleman,  and  Don  Juan  de  Mirallea, 
a  gentleman  of  distinction  from  Spain,  arrived  at  head  quar- 
ters, from  Philadelphia,  in  company  with  his  Excellent^ 
General  Washington.  Major  Trescott  was  ordered  est  wits 
two  hundred  men,  to  meet  aod  escort  them  to  head  quarters, 
where  two  battalions  were  paraded  to  receive  them  wiA 
the  usual  military  honors.  Several  of  our  general  officer* 
rode  about  five  miles  to  meet  the  gentlemen,  and  their  arri- 
val was  announced  by  the  discharge  of  thirteen  cannon.  The 
foreign  gentlemen  and  their  suits,  having  left  their  carriage*, 
were  mounted  on  elegant  horses,  which,  with  General 
Washington,  the  general  officers  of  our  army,  with  their  aids 
and  servants,  formed  a  most  splendid  cavalcade,  which  at- 
tracted the  SLttenticm  of  a  vast  concourse  t^  spectators. 
General  Wjjkii^on  accompanied  his  illustrious  risitors  to 
take  a  distamt  view  of  the  enemy's  position  and  works, 
on  York  aod  Staten  island,  and  of  the  different  posts  of  our 
army,  while  preparations  were  making  for  a  grand  field 
review  of  our  troops. 

24lh.—~A  field  01  parade  being  prepared  under  the  diree- 
lion  of  the  Baron  Steuben,  four  battalions  of  our  army  were 
presented  for  review,  by  the  French  minister,  attended  1^ 
his  Excellency  end  our  general  officers.  Tbirtees  cannon, 
as  usual,  announced  their  arrival  in  the  field,  and  they  re- 
ceived  from  the  officers  and  soldiers  the  military  honors  due 
to  their  exalted  rank.  A  large  stage  was  erected  in  tbs, 
field,  which  .was  erowded  by  officers,  ladies,  and  gentlemen 
of  distinetien  from  the  country,  among  whMi  were Corener 
34 
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Ltvingiton,  of  New  Jersey,  and  his  ladj.  Our  troops  exhib- 
ited a  truly  oailitary  appearance,  and  performed  the  manoeu- 
vres and  eTolnti(»is  in  a  manner,  which  afforded  much  satis- 
faction to  oar  Commander  in  Chief,  and  they  were  honored 
with  the  approbation  of  the  French  minister,  and  of  all 
present.  Alter  the  gentlemen  had  received  the  standing 
■alute  in  review,  tbey  dismounted  and  retired  to  the  stage 
with  the  ladies,  and  the  troops  performed  several  evolutions, 
and  paid  the  marching  salute  as  they  passed  the  stage.  The 
minister  of  France  was  highly  gratified,  and  expressed  to 
General  Washington  his  admiration  at  the  precision  of  tbeir 
movements,  and  the  exactness  of  tbeir  fires,  as  well  as  the 
spirit  and  alacrity  which  seemed  to  pervade  all  ranks  in  the 
army.  '  In  the  evening.  General  Washington  and  the  French 
minister  attended  a  ball,  provided  by  our  principal  officers, 
at  which  were  present  a  numerous  collection  of  ladles  and 
gentlemen  of  distioguisbed  character.  Fire  works  were  also 
exhibited  by  the  officers  of  the  artillery.'  It  is  much  re- 
gretted that  M.  de  Miralles  is  confined  at  head  quarters  by 
indisposition. 

On  the  25th  the  whole  army  was  paraded  under  arms,  to 
afford  M.  de  la  Luzerne  another  opportunity  of  revleiving 
the  troops,  after  which  he  was  escorted  part  of  the  way  to 
Philadelphia.  The  Spanish  gentleman  remained  dangerously 
sick  of  a  pulmonic  fever  at  head  quarters,  and  on  the  28th 
he  expired. 

29ift. — I  accompanied  Dr.  Schuyler  to  head  quarters,  to 
attend  the  funeral  of  M.  de  Miralles.  The  deceased  was  a 
gentleman  of  high  rank  in  Spain,  and  had  been  about  one 
year  a  resident  with  our  Congress  from  the  Spanish  Court- 
The  corpse  was  dressed  in  rich  state,  and  exposed  to  public 
view,  as  is  customary  in  Europe-  The  coffin  was  moiit 
splendid  and  stately,  lined  throughout  with  fine  cambric,  and 
covered  on  the  outside  with  rich  black  velvet,  and  ornament- 
ed in  a  superb  manner.  The  top  of  the  coffin  was  removed, 
to  display  the  pomp  and  grandeur  with  which  the  body  wa^ 
decorated.  It  was  in  a  splendid  full  dress,  consisting  of  a 
scarlet  suit,  embroidered  with  rich  gold  lace,  a  three  cor- 
nered gold  laced  hat,  and  a  genteel  cued  wig,  white  silk 
stockings,  large  diamond  shoe  and  knee  buckles,  a  profusion 
of  diamond  rings  decorated  the  fingers,  and  from  a  superb 
gold  watch  set  with  diamonds,  several  rich  seals  were  sus- 
pended. His  Excellency  General  Washington,  with  several 
other  general  officers,  and  members  of  Congress,  attended 
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the  funeral  solemnities,  and  walked  as  chief  mourners.  The 
other  officers  of  the  army,  and  numerous  respectable  citi- 
zens, formed  a  splendid  proces&ion,  extending  about  cxie 
mile.  The  pall  bearers  were  six  Geld  officers,  "and  the 
coffin  ivas  borne  on  the  shoulders  of  four  officers  of  the  artil- 
lery in  full  uniform.  Minute  guns  were  fired  during  the 
jirocessiou,  which  greatly  increased  the  solemnity  of  the 
itccasion,  A  Spanish  priest  performed  service  at  the  grave, 
in  the  Roman  Catholic  form.  The  coffin  was  enclosed  in  a 
box  of  plaok,  and  all  the  profusion  of  pomp  and  grandeur 
ivas  deposited  in  the  silent  grave,  in  the  common  burying 
ground,  near  the  church  at  Morristown.  A  guard  is  placed 
at  the  grave,  lest  our  soldiers  should  be  tempted  to  ilig  for 
hidden  treasure.  It  is  understood  that  the  corpse  is  to  be 
removed  to  Philadelpliia.  This  gentleman  is  said  to  have 
been  in  possession  of  an  immense  fortune,  and  has  left  to  his 
three  daughters  in  Spain,  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  ster- 
ling each.  Here  we  behold  the  end  of  all  earthly  riches, 
pomp,  and  dignity.  The  ashes  of  Don  Miralles  mingle  with 
the  remains  of  those  who  are  clothed  in  humble  shrouds,  and 
whose  career  Id  life  was  marked  with  sordid  poverty  and 
wretchedness. 
'  J\Say. — The  officers  of  our  army  have  long  been  dissatis- 
fied with  their  situation,  conceiving  that  we  are  devoting  our 
lives  to  the  public  service,  without  an  adequate  remunera- 
tion.'  Our  sacrifices  are  incalculably  great,  and  far  exceed 
the  bounds  of  duty,  which  the  public  can  of  right  claim  from 
any  one  class  of  men.  Our  wages  are  not  punctually  paid, 
we  are  frequently  five  or  six  months  in  arrears,  and  the  con- 
tinental money  which  we  receive  is  depreciated  to  the  lowest 
ebb.  Congress  have  established  a  scale  of  depreciation,  by 
which  the  continental  bills  are  valued  at  forty  for  oue  of  sil- 
ver, and  at  this  rate  they  have  resolved  that  all  their  bills 
shall  be  called  in,  and  a  new  emission  shall  be  issued,  and 
received  at  the  rate  of  one  for  forty  of  the  old  emissioa. 
But  the  public  confidence  in  paper  money  is  greatly  dimin- 
ished, and  it  is  with  extreme  difficulty  that  proper  supplies 
can  he  procured  to  serve  the  pressmg  exigencies  of  our 
army.  -  I  have  just  seen  in  the  newspaper  an  advertisement 
offering  for  an  article  forty  dollars  a  pound,  or  three  shillings 
in  silver.  This  is  the  trash  which  is  tendered  to  requite  us 
for  our  sacrifices,  for  our  sufferings  and  privations,  while  in 
the  service  of  our  country.  It  is  but  a  sordid  pittance  even 
for  our  common  purposes  while  in  camp,  but  those  who  have 
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fainiliee  dejteadmt  or  them  ftt  home,  are  reduced  to  i 
deplorable  condition.  In  consequence  of  this  state  of  things, 
a  ooasiderable  number  of  officers  have  been  compelled  to 
retign  their  commissiotis.*  His  Excellency  General  Wash- 
ington, it  perplexed  with  an  apprehension  that  he  shall  lose 
many  of  his  most  experienced  and  valuable  officers  ;  and 
knowing  the  injustice  which  they  sutler,  be  has  taken  a  warm 
interest  in  tbeir  cause,  and  repeatedly  represented  to  Con- 
gress the  absolute  necessity  of  making  such  provision  as 
will  encourage  the  officers  to  continue  in  service  to  the  end 
of  tbe  war.  This  subject  he  has  pressed  with  such  earnest- 
Dflss  and  solicitude,  as  at  length  to  effect  the  desired  purpose. 
Congress  have  resolved  that  all  officers  of  the  line  of  the  army 
who  shall  continue  in  service  till  the  close  of  the  war,  shall  be 
entitled  to  half  pay  during  ft/e,  and  the  depreciation  of  tbeir 
pay  shall  be  made  good  ;  and  also  that  they  shall  receive  a 
number  of  acres  of  land,  in  proportion  to  their  rank,  at  the 
close  of  the  war.  This  measure  meets  the  approbation, 
and  is  satisfactory  to  those  who  are  to  be  entitled  to  the  pro- 
vision ;  but  it  includes  tbe  officers  of  the  line  of  the  army, 
only  ;  it  is  not  extended  to  the  medical  staff,  and  they  con- 
sider themselves  pointedly  neglected.  Wby  are  the  officers 
of  the  line  allowed  this  exclusive  act  of  justice,  a  compen- 
sation for  the  depreciation  of  the  currency  P  If  it  is  just  for 
the  line,  what  reasons  can  be  assigned  why  the  stafl*  officers 
should  not  be  included,  when  the  depreciation  is  known  to  be 
common  to  both  ?  Equal  justice  should  be  the  motto  of 
every  government.  The  officers  on  the  staff  have  a  right 
to  think  themselves  treated  with  the  most  flagrant  injustice. 
A  Committee  have  arrived  in  camp,  from  Congress,  for 
the  purpose  of  investigating  the  circumstances  and  condition 
of  the  army,  and  of  redressing  our  grievances,  if  in  their 
power.  The  regimental  surgeons  and  mates  have  convened, 
and  chosen  a  committee  of  three,  to  wait  on  the  committee 


*  Tha  Bl-iiiih  in  ticw  York  counlerieited  our  paper  currency  b;'  cutloadi  mod 
MDl  it  into  the  country,  with  tha  ■ordid  view  of  increuiug  ili  deprecialioa. .  Tha 
olBatTw  of  tha  Janay  IiDo  mddraiMd  «  aieiTwriMl  lo  Ihair  jitata  loduUtura,  actling 
Ibnh  "  that  laur  monlhi  pa;  of  •  aoldier  wmld  not  piocuia  Ibr  hu  ftmily  b  aingle 
bnihel  of  vhoat ;  that  tha  pay  of  >  colonal  would  nol  purehaaa  otli  <br  hii  baru  ; 
that  a  conmon  laborar  or  aipnn  ridar  racairsd  tour  tinaa  ai  anch  as  ■>  Americui 
officer."     Hiay  urged  thai  "ueleii  a  ipeedy  ud  ampte  remedy  was  provided,  iha 

ced  thoir  detanniiiatioD  lo  quit  the  aenice.  Ilie  peraonal  iufluence  of  General 
WatbiD^n  wa*  eieried  with  the  oScsra  in  preventing  their  adoption  of  auch  rain- 
oui  meanim,  and  with  lh>  Katei  to  remora  the  cauaea  which  led  (o  ihen. 
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U  Coi^resa,  and  to  present  for  their  consideration  our  com- 
plaints and  grievances,  and  to  inquire  whether  we  are  to  be 
included  in  the  resolve  making  provision  for  regimental  offi- 
cers, and  entitled  to  the  emoluments  granted  to  the  line  of 
the  army  ?  The  committee  replied,  that  thej  could  not 
give  a  decisive  answer,  that  the  subject  of  our  complaints 
did  not  come  under  their  ci^izance,  but  that  they  would 
make  the  proper  representation  to  Congress. 

Our  brigade  was  paraded  for  inspection  and  review  by 
Baron  Steuben,  in  the  presence  of  his  Excellency  General 
Washington.  The  troops  appeared  to  much  advantage,  and 
the  officers  received  the  tbaidu  of  the  Baron  for  the  milita- 
ry and  soldierly  appearance  of  the  men. 

lOth. — Dined  with  Colonel  Jackson,  who  entertained  a 
party  of  gentlemea.  Our  table  was  not  ornamented  with 
numerous  covers,  our  fare  was  frugal,  but  decent.  Colonel 
Jackson  possesses  a  liberal  and  generous  spirit,  and  enter- 
tains his  friends  in  the  kindest  manner.  We  sat  at  table  till 
evening,  enjoying  the  conversation  of  the  learned  Doctor 
Sbippin,  director  general  of  the  hospital  denartment,  accom- 
panied by  Colonel  Proctor  and  Major  EusA. 

The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  has  just  arrived  at  head  quar- 
ters, lately  from  France.  The  safe  return  of  this  respect* 
able  personage,  ii  matter  of  joy  and  congratulation. 

■2Stk — Eleven  soldiers  are  condemned  to  suifer  death  for 
various  crimes,  three  of  whom  are  sentenced  to  be  shot ; 
the  whole  number  were  prepared  for  execution  this  day, 
but  p&rdons  were  granted,  by  the  Commander  in  Chief,  to 
those  who  were  to  have  been  shot,  and  to  seven  others, 
while  under  the  gallows.  This  was  a  meet  solemn  and  af- 
fecting scene,'  capable  of  torturing  the  feelings  even  of  the 
most  callous  breast.  The  wretched  criminals  were  brought 
in  carts  to  the  place  of  execution.  Mr.  Rogers,  the  chap- 
lain, attended  them  to  the  gallows,  addressed  them  in  a 
very  pathetic  maoaer,  impressing  on  their  minds  the  heinons- 
ness  of  their  brimet,  the  justice  of  their  sentence,  and  the 
high  importance  of  a  preparation  for  death.  The  criminals 
were  placed  side  by  side,  on  the  scaffold,  with  halters  round 
their  necks,  their  coffins  before  their  eyes,  their  graves 
open  to  their  view,  and  thousands  of  spectators  bemoaning 
their  awful  doom.  The  moment  approaches  when  every 
eye  is  fixed  in  expectation  of  beholding  the  agonies  of  death, 
— the  eyes  of  the  victims  are  already  closed  from  the  light 
of  this  world.     At  tbi*  awful  moment,  while  their  fervent 
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prayers  are  sscending  to  Hearen,  an  officer  comes  forward 
and  reads  a  reprieve  for  seveo  of  them>  by  the  Commander 
in  Chief-  The  trembling  crimioals  are  now  divested  of  the 
implements  of  death,  ana  their  bleeding  hearts  leap  for  joy. 
How  exquisitely  rapturous  must  be  the  transition,  when 
snatched  from  the  agonizing  horrors  of  a  cruel  death,  and 
mercifully  restored  lo  the  enjoyment  of  a  life  that  had  been 
forfeited!  No  pen  can  describe  the  emotions  which  must 
have  agitated  their  souls.  -They  were  scarcely  able  to  re- 
move from  the  scaffold  without  assistance.  -  The  chaplain 
reminded  them  of  the  gratitude  they  owed  the  Commander 
in  Chief,  for  his  clemency  towards  them,  and  that  the  only 
return  in  their  power  to  make,  was  a  life  devoted  to  the 
faithful  discharge  of  their  duty.  'The  criminal  who  was 
executed,  had  been  guilty  of  forging  a  number  of  discharges, 
by  which  he  and  more  than  a  hundred  soldiers  had  left  the 
army.<  He  appeared  to  be  penitent,  and  behaved  with  un- 
common fortitude  and  resolution.  .  He  addressed  the  sol- 
diers, desired  them  to  be  faithful  to  their  country'and  obe- 
dient to  their  officers,  and  advised  the  officers  to  be  punctual 
in  all  their  engagftnents  to  the  soldiers,  and  give  them  no 
cause  w  desert.  ,He  examined  tbe  halter,  and  told  the  hang- 
man the  knot  was  not  made  right,  and  that  the  rope  was  not 
strong  enough,  as  he  was  a  heavy  man.  Having  adjusted  the 
knot  and  fixed  it  round  his  own  neck,  he  was  swung  off  in- 
stantly. The  rope  broke,  and  he  fell  to  the  ground,  by 
which  he  was  very  much  bruised.  He  calmly  reascended 
the  ladder  and  said,  "  I  told  you  the  rope  was  not  strong 
enough,  do  get  a  stronger  one."  Another  being  procured, 
he  was  launched  into  eternity. ' 

SSlk. — Four  battalions  of  our  troops  were  paraded  for 
review  by  the  committee  of  Cmgress,  in  the  presence  of 
General  Washington  ;  they  were  duly  honored  with  the  mil- 
itary salute- 

We  are  again  visited  with  the  calamity  of  which  we  have 
so  often  complained,  a  great  scarcity  of  provisions  of  every 
kind.  Our  poor  soldiers  are  reduced  to  the  very  verge  of 
famine  ;  their  patience  is  exhausted  by  complicated  sufTer- 
ings,  and  their  spirits  are  almost  broken.  It  is  with  extreme 
pain  that  we  perceive  in  the  ranks  of  the  soldiers  a  sensible 
diminution  of  that  enthusiastic  patriotism,  and  that  ardent 
attachment  to  our  cause,  by  which  they  were  formerly  dis- 
tinguished. Much  praise  is  due  to  the  officers  of  every 
grade,  who  make  all  possible  exertions  to  encourage,  to 
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sitMj  and  to  soothe  the  desponding  spirits  of  the  s'ldiery. 
Under  the  most  trying  circumstuices  however,  both  officers 
and  soldiers  retain  their  fu^]  confidence  in  the  wisdom  and 
goodness  of  our  illustrious  Cominander  in  Chief,  whom  they 
almost  adore,  looking  up  to  him  as  children  to  an  affectionate 
father,  participating  in  the  same  sufferings.  Aoother  source 
of  dissatisfaction  is  the  great  ioequalitj  suhsisting  among  the 
soldiers  respecting  their  pecuniary  compensation.  Those 
who  enlisted  at  an  early  period,  for  a  small  bounty,  now  6nd 
in  the  ranks  with  themselves,  others  who  have  recently 
enlisted  for  a  bounty  of  more  than  ten  times  the  nominal 
value.  This,  as  may  be  supposed,  escites  the  most  poig- 
nant chagrin  and  disgust,  and  with  other  causes  of  discontent, 
has  produced  a  considerable  degree  of  relaxation  in  disci- 
pline, and  an  unusual  number  of  desertions  from  our  ranks. 
An  event  still  more  alarmbg  occurred  on  the  25th  instant. 
Two  regiments  of  the  Connecticut  line  took  the  liberty  to 
parade  without  their  officers,  and  in  the  spirit  of  mutiny, 
resolved  to  march  into  the  country  to  relieve  themselves 
from  present  difficulties,  and  to  furnish  themselves  with  pro- 
visions at  all  hazards.  Colonel  Meigs,  in  attempting  to  re- 
store order,  received  a  blow  from  one  of  the  mutineers.  A 
brigade  of  Pennsylvanians  was  ordered  to  arrest  their  pro- 
gress. The  leaders  were  secured,  and  the  two  regiments 
were  returned  to  tbetr  duty.  Their  complaints  are,  that 
they  have  too  long  served  the  public  without  any  present,  or 
a  prospect  of  future  recompense  ;  that  their  sufferings  are 
insupportable,  that  their  pay  is  five  months  in  arrear,  and 
that  it  is  of  no  value  when  received.  These  circumstances 
are  known  to  be  substantially  true,  and  in  justice  they  ought, 
and  undoubtedly  will,  be  admitted  in  extenuation  of  the 
crime  which  they  have  committed.  It  is  nevertheless  indis- 
pensably important,  that  every  symptom  of  insubordination 
should  be  crushed  as  soon  as  discovered,  lest  the  example 
become  contagious,  and  involve  the  whole  army  in  ruin. 

Jvne. — In  consequence  of  some  movements  of  the  enemy, 
our  brigade  was  ordered  to  Chatham.  A  party  of  tlie  ene- 
my, about  five  thousand  strong,  came  out  of  New  York  on 
the  7th  instant,  to  a  place  called  Connecticut  Farms,  where 
they  burnt  a  few  houses  and  plundered  the  inhabitants,  but 
being  opposed  by  General  Maxwell's  brigade  of  Jersey 
troops,  and  the  militia^  who  turned  out  with  spirit,  they  soon 
retreated  to  Elizabethtown  point,  with  some  loss,  and  were 
pursued  by  our  troops.'    In  this  little  skirmish,  the  British 
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Genera)  Stirling  received  a  woaed,  vrhieh  it  is  snppoied  will 
prove  mortal.  "A  number  of  otber  officers  and  soldiers,  on 
the  side  of  the  British,  were  killed  and  wounded,  and  twenty 
prisoners  taken  by  our  militia.  Our  loss  does  not  exceed 
ten  or  twelve  killed,  and  twenty  or  thirty  womided. 

Amon?  the  horrid  and  barbarous  deeds  of  the  enemy,  one 
has  just  been  perpetrated,  which  wilt  be  an  everlasting  bttg- 
ma  on  the  British  character.  'In  the  vicinity  of  the  Connec- 
ticut Farms,  state  of  New  Jersey,  resided  the  Rev.  James 
Caldwell,  a  Presbyterian  minister.  This  gentleman  had 
uniformly  taken  an  active  part  with  bis  parishioners  on  the 
side  of  the  Ameiicans,  in  consequence  of  which  he  was 
marked  for  British  vengeance.  On  the  approach  of  the  enfr- 
my,  he  retired  into  the  couitrj,  leaving  his  lady  with  the 
care  of  the  family,  supposing  that  the  customary  respect  for 
the  female  character  would  be  a  pledge  for  her  safety.  On 
the  arrival  of  the  royal  troops,  Mrs.  Caldwell  eatertained 
the  officers  with  refreshments,  and  after  they  had  retired, 
she  and  a  young  woman  having  Mrs.  Caldwell's  infant  child 
iu  her  arms,  seated  themselves  on  tbe  bad,  when  a  soldier 
came  and  put  his  gun  into  the  window  of  the  roon  ;  Mrs. 
Caldwell  said  "  don't  attempt  to  scare  me,"  he  shot  her 
through  the  breast  and  she  instantly  expired.  A  British  offi- 
cer soon  after  came,  and  throwing  his  cloak  over  the  corpse, 
carried  it  to  the  next  bouse.  Thus  was  murdered  an  amiable 
and  excellent  lady,  and  a  worthy  husband  left  with  sine  chil- 
dren, destitute  of  even  a  change  of  clothes,  or  any  thing  to 
render  them  comfortable.  The  bouse  and  every  article  be- 
longing to  this  respectable  family  were  consumed,  together 
with  the  church  and  thirteen  dwelling  houses.  The  British, 
during  their  excursion,  took  the  opportunity  of  distributing  a 
number  of  handbills,  containing  a  pompous  account  of  the 
capture  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  by  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton, with  the  garrison,  commanded  by  Major  General  Lin- 
coln. This  unfortunate  event  is  now  confirmed  by  Generals 
Arnold  and  Wayne,  who  hare  just  arrived  from  Philadelphia. 
General  Lincoln  was  posted  in  the  town  of  Charleston,  with 
a  force  consisting  of  between  two  and  three  thousand  men, 
including  militia  and  seamen.  General  Clinton  invested  the 
town  with  a  powerful  fleet,  and  an  army  of  thirteen  thou- 
sand strong.  He  proceeded  with  regular  approaches,  till 
he  advanced  within  twenty-five  yards  of  the  American  lines, 
and  repeatedly  demanded  the  surrender  of  the  garrison. 
Through  the  very  judicions  management  of  General  Lincoln , 
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the  liege  vns  protracted  from  the  13tb  of  April  to  tlte  13tk 
of  May  ;  and  during  fifteen  days  of  this  time  his  troops  were 
reduced  to  aa  allowance  of  six  ounces  of  pork  a  man,  an4 
for  the  lasl  stz  dajs,  to  one  and  a  half  pint  office,  and  three 
ounces  of  sugar,  a  day.  General  Lincoln  had  to  coiuult  the 
interest  and  opinions  of  the  inhabitaots,  which  greatly  i»- 
creased  his  embarrassments.  At  length  the  lines  of  defenc* 
beiif  almost  entirely  demolished,  by  an  iDcessaat  bombard* 
meat  and  cannonade,  the  besieged  were  reduced  to  the  last 
extremity,  and  being  in  hourly  expectation  of  an  assault,  it 
was  agreed  between  General  Lincoln  and  the  principal  u>> 
habitants,  that  the  town  and  garrison  should  be  surrendered 
by  capitulation.  General  Lincoln,  is  this  most  important 
traasacticMi  of  his  life,  manifested  a  cool  intrepidity,  a  zeaK 
ous  perseverance,  and  a  presence  of  mind  which  proclaim 
him  preeminently  qualified  to  encounter  the  extreme  difficul- 
ties and  dangers,  in  which  he  was  involved  ;  and  the  termi 
of  surrender  were  as  honorable  as  could  have  been  ex* 
pected. 

15(A. — Major  Lee,  from  Virginia,  has  just  arrived  in 
camp,  with  a  beautiful  corps  of  light  horse,  tbe  men  in  cooh 
plete  uniform,  and  the  horses  very  elegant'  and  finely  disci> 
plined.  Major  Lee  is  said  to  he  a  man  of  great  spirit  and 
enterprise,  and  much  important  service  is  expected  from 
him.  By  a  gentleman  just  from  New  York,  we  are  inform* 
ed  that  Genial  Stirling  died  a  few  days  ago  of  the  wounds 
which  he  received  in  the  skirmish  witli  our  troops  on  the  7th 
instant. 

I6lli.-^A  soldier  of  the  Jersey  line  was  hanged  for  at- 
temptuig  to  desert  to  the  enemy.  This  is  one  of  tbosc'  har- 
dened villains  who  were  pardoned  under  tbe  gallovfa  about 
three  weeks  since. 

I9th. — Four  emissaries  from  the  enemy,  were  found  C4nr 
eealed  in  a  barn,  belonging  to  a  tory,  in  tbe  vicinity  of  oat 
lines  ;  one  of  them,  their  leader,  refused  to  surrender,  and 
was  killed  on  the  spot.  The  other  three  were  tried  by  i 
Court  martial,  and  beuig  convicted  as  spies,  were  sentenced 
to  be  hanged.  These  unfortunate  young  men  came  to  tb6 
gallows  overwhelmed  with  the  horrors  of  death.  Their 
whole  frames  were  thrown  into  a  tremor,  and  they  were 
tortured  at  the  sight  of  the  gallows  and  halters.  They  had 
flattered  themselves  that  mercy  would  be  extended  to  them, 
and  that  they  would  either  be  pardoned,  or  their  lives  be 
prolonged  for  a  few  days ;  but  when  they  found  that  thA 
25 
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•xscaUour  wu  abont  to  perform  his  office,  their  mournful 
cries  and  lamentations  were  distresHiDg  beyond  description.' 
It  baa  somewliere  been  noted  that  a  girl  walked  seven  miles 
in  a  torreot  of  rain,  to  see  a  man  banged,  and  returned  is 
tears,  because  the  criminal  was  reprieved  ;  on  the  present 
oecasioD,  a  heart  so  full  of  depravity,  might  have  enjoyed 
an  indulgence  even  to  satiety. 

-The  enemy  in  New  York  are  reported  to  be  in  motion, 
and  we  shall  probably  very  soon  be  called  to  engage  in  bat- 
tle. General  orders  are  issued  for  the  whole  army  to  be  in 
readiness  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning.  At  sii  o'clock 
in  the  morning  of  Uie  S3d,  the  alarm  guns  were  Ered,  and 
the  drums  throughout  our  camp  beat  to  arms,  announcii^  the 
approach  of  the  enemy  ;  the  whole  army  is  instantly  in  mo- 
tion,  the  scene  to  my  contemplation  is  awfully  sublime,  yet 
aoimation  and  composure  seem  to  pervade  every  counte- 
naoce-^  The  present  hour  is  undoubtedly  pregnant  wKb 
death  and  carnage  ;  every  arm  is  nerved  for  defence,  and 
every  heart,  it  is  presumed,  fortified  to  abide  its  destiny. 
Soon  after  the  alarm,  our  advanced  party,  consisting  of  Gen- 
eral Maxwell's  brigade;  and  a  few  militia,  discovered  the 
enemy  advancing  towards  the  village  of  Springfield.  A 
close  engagement  with  the  enemy's  advance  immediately 
ensued  ;  but  being  pressed  by  four  times  our  number,  Gen- 
eral Maxwell,  after  an  obstinate  resistance,  was  obliged  to 
retreat,  till  a  reenforcement  could  arrive.  Our  brigade, 
commanded  by  General  Stark,  soon  joined  Maxwell,  on  the 
high  ground  near  the  village  of  Springfield.  Colonel  Angel's 
regiment,  of  Rhode  Island,  with  several  small  parties,  were 
posted  at  a  bridge  over  which  the  enemy  were  to  pass,  and 
their  whole  force,  of  five  or  six  thousand  men,  was  actually 
held  in  check  by  these  brave  soldiers  for  more  than  forty 
minutes,  amidst  the  severest  tiring  of  cannon  and  musketry. 
The  enemy,  however,  with  their  superior  force,  advanced 
into  the  village,  and  wantonly  set  fire  to  the  buildings.  We 
had  the  mortificatioD  of  beholding  the  church,  and  twenty  or 
thirty  dwelling  houses  and  other  buildings,  in  a  blaze,  and 
they  were  soon  consumed  to  ashes.  Having  thus  completed 
their  great  enterprise,  and  acquired  to  themselves  the  honor 
of  burning  a  village,  they  made  a  precipitate  retreat  to 
Elizabeth  Point,  and  the  ensuing  iiiglit  crossed  over  to  Staten 
Island.  Our  brigade  was  ordered  to  pursue  the  retreating 
enemy,  but  we  could  not  overtake  them ;  we  discovered 
several  fresh  graves,  and  found  fifteen  dead  bodies,  which 
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the^  left  ID  the  field,  and  which  wa  buried.  We  were  hh 
formed  by  the  inhabitaDts,  that  they  carried  off  eight  or  tea 
wagon  loads  of  dead  and  wounded.  Our  militia  took  fifteen 
prisonerB.  General  Knyphausen  was  the  commander,  and 
bis  force  consisted  of  five  or  six  thousand  men  ;  the  particu- 
lar object  of  the  expedition  is  not  ascertained  ;  if  it  was  to 
force  their  way  to  Morristown,  to  destroy  our  magazinea 
and  stores,  they  were  disappointed  ;^  if  to  bum  the  village 
of  SpringSeld,  they  are  welcome  to  the  honor  of  the  exploit. 
Our  troops  were  commanded  by  Major  General  Greene  ;  not 
more  Uian  one  thousand  were  brought  into  action  at  any  one 
time  ;  their  conduct  was  marked  with  the  commendable 
coolness  and  intrepidity  of  veteran  troops.  Colonel  Angel's 
regiment,  in  a  special  manner,  acquired  immortal  honor,  by 
its  unexampled  bravery.  -In  the  beat  of  the  action,  some 
soldiers  brought  to  me  in  a  blanket,  Captain  Lieutenant 
ThompsoDi-of  the  artillery,  who  had  received  a  most  formi- 
dable wound,  a  cannon  ball  having  passed  through  both  his 
thighs  near  the  knee  joint.  With  painful  anxiety,  the  poor 
man  inquired  if  I  would  amputate  both  his  thighs  ^'sparing 
his  feelings,  I  evaded  his  inquiry,  and  directed  him  to  be 
carried  to  the  hospital  tent  in  the  rear,  where  he  would  re- 
ceive the  attention  of  the  surgeons.  "All  that  a  man  hatb 
will  he  give  for  his  life."  He  expired  in  a  few  hours. 
While  advancing  against  the  enemy,  my  attention  was  di< 
rected  to  a  wounded  soldier  in  the  field.  I  dismouuted  and 
led  my  horse  at  a  rail  fence  ;  it  was  not  long  before  a  cannon 
ball  shattered  a  rail  within  a  few  feet  of  my  horse,  and  some 
soldiers  were  sent  to  take  charge  of  the  wounded  man,  and 
to  tell  me  it  was  time  to  retire.  I  now  perceived  that  our 
party  had  retreated,  and  our  regiment  had  passed  me.  I 
immediately  mounted  and  applied  spurs  to  my  horse,  that  I 
might  gain  the  front  of  our  regiment.  Colonel  Jackson  being 
in  the  rear,  smiled  as  1  passed  him  ;  but  as  my  duty  did  not 
require  my  exposure,  I  felt  at  liberty  to  seek  a  place  of 
safety.  It  may  be  considered  a  singular  circumstance,  that 
the  soldier  above  mentioned  was  wounded  by  the  wind  of  a 
cannon  ball.  His  arm  was  fractured  above  the  elbow,  with- 
out the  smallest  perceptible  injury  to  his  clothes,  or  contu- 
sion or  discoloration  of  the  skin.  He  made  no  complaint, 
but  1  ofascrved  he  was  feeble  and  a  little  confused  in  bis 
mind.  He  received  proper  attention,  but  expired  the  next 
day.  The  idea  of  injury  by  the  wind  of  a  ball,  I  learn,  is 
not  new,  instances  of  the  kind  have,  it  is  said,  occurred  in 
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-«aTal  battlfli,  and  are  almost  coDitaally  attendee!  with  fatal 
•fleets.  ' 

Oar  troops  is  camp  are  in  gODeral  healtfaj,  but  we  are 
troubled  with  mai^  perplexing  itiitaDces  of  iDdisposition, 
occasioned  by  absence  from  borne,  called  by  Dr.  Cnllen  nw- 
UUgia,  or  boaie  sickness.  This  complaint  is  frequent  among 
the  militia,  and  reernits  from  New  England.  They  become 
dull  and  melancholy,  with  loss  of  appetite,  restless  ni^ts, 
and  great  weakness.  In  some  instances  they  become  so 
farpocbo'Ddriacal  as  to  be  proper  sabjects  for  the  hospital.' 
This  disease  is  in  many  instances  cured  by  the  raillery  of 
the  old  soldiers,  but  is  generally  suspended  by  a  constant  and 
active  engagement  of  the  mind,  as  by  the  drill  exercise, 
oamp  discipline,  and  by  uncommon  anxiety,  oceasioited  by 
the  prospect  of  a  battle.' 

Frachanes,  July. — Our  brigade  marched  from  Short  Hills 
on  the  35th  of  June,  and  arrived  at  Frackanes,  Jersey,  the  1st 
of  July.  I  rode  tvith  Dr.  Tenney,  and  Captain  Hughes,  about 
fire  miles,  to  take  a  view  of  the  Passaic  falls,  called  by 
some  Totowa  falls,  which  are  represented  as  a  great  natu- 
ral curiosity.  The  Passaic  river  runs  over  large  rocky 
mountaius  covered  with  fir  trees.  At  this  place  an  immense 
body  of  rock  would  totally  interrupt  its  passage,  had  it  not 
been  by  some  stupendous  power  rent  in  several  places  from 
top  to  bottom,  forming  huge  clefts,  some  of  which  are  twen- 
ty or  thirty  feet  wide,  others  not  more  than  two  or  three, 
and  from  fifty  to  seventy  feet  deep.  The  depth  of  one  of 
them,  it  is  said,  has  never  been  ascertained.  It  is  here 
that  the  whole  torrent  of  the  river  falls  perpendicularly, 
with  amazing  violence  and  rapidity,  down  a  rocky  precipice 
of  seventy  feet,  with  a  tremendous  roar  and  foaming.  But 
being  interrupted  in  its  course,  by  craggy  rocks,  it  turns  ah- 
rnptTy  to  the  right,  and  again  to  the  left,  and  falling  into 
huge  cavities  below,  the  whole  torrent  vanishes  from  our 
sight ;  but  stepping  to  another  precipice  a  few  yards  distant, 
tve  behold  the  same  torrent  emerging  from  its  subterraneous 
course  and  rushing  into  a  lai^e  basin  or  cavern,  formed  in 
the  rock.  This  basin  contains  forty  fathoms  of  water,  and 
is  never  full,  hut  its  rocky  walls  on  all  sides  ascend  sixty  feet 
above  the  surface  of  the  water.  Such  Is  the  astonishing 
depth  of  this  receptacle,  that  the  water  neither  foams  nor 
forms  whirlpools  by  the  rushing  current,  but  is  calm  and  un- 
disturbed.    From  this  basin  the  water  rusbes  through  its 
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outlet,  reaBsumes  the  form  of  %  riyer,  and  in  majeslic  ai- 
lencd  pursue!  its  course  towards  the  sea. 

Id  the  afteniooD  we  were  invited  to  visit  soother  curiosity 
iu  the  neighborhood.  This  is  a  miMister  id  the  human  form. 
He  is  tweotY-seven  years  of  age,  his  face  from  the  upper 
part  of  bis  forehead  to  the  end  of  hii  chin,  measures  twen^ 
inches,  and  round  the  upper  part  of  his  head  is  twenly-ooe 
inches,  his  eyes  and  nose  are  remarlcably  large  and  promi- 
nent, cbin  ItHig  and  pointed.  His  features  are  coarse,  irregu- 
lar and  disgusting,  and  his  voice  is  rough  and  sonorous.  Hia 
body  is  only  twentj-seven  inches  in  length,  his  limbs  are 
small,  and  much  deformed,  and  he  hat  the  use  of  one  hand 
only.  He  has  never  been  able  to  stand  or  sit  up,  as  he  can- 
not support  the  enormous  weight  of  hia  head  ;  but  lies  cod- 
■tantl;  in  a  large  cradle,  with  hia  head  supported  on  pillows. 
He  is  visited  by  great  numbers  of  people,  and  \b  peculiarly 
food  of  the  company  of  clergymen,  always  inqijiring  for  them 
among  his  visitors,  and  taking  great  pleasure  in  receiving 
religious  instruction.  General  Washington  made  him  a 
visit,  and  asked,  "whether  he  was  a  whig  or  tory  ?"  He 
replied,  that  "he  had  never  taken  an  actite  part  on  either 
side." 

6lh. — I  took  en  excursion  a  few  miles  into  the  country,  to 
Fisit  the  surgeons  of  the  flyii^  hospital  ;  took  tea  at  tbetr 
quarters,  with  a  wealthy  Dutch  family,  and  was  treated 
with  great  civility.  They  live  in  a  style  snperior  to  the 
Low  Ontch  in  general  ;  the  table  was  amply  furnished  with 
cherries,  raspberries  and  other  fruits,  which  abound  in  this 
country. 

lOfh.—The  officers  of  our  regiment,  and  those  of  Colonel 
Webb's,  nnited  in  providing  an  entertainment,  and  invited  a 
respectable  number  of  gentlemen  of  our  brigade  to  dine  ; 
Dr.  West  and  myself  were  appointed  caterers  and  superin- 
tendents. We  erected  a  large  arbor,  with  the  boughs  of 
trees,  under  which  we  enjoyed  an  elegant  dinner,  and  spent 
the  afternoon  in  social  glee,  with  some  of  the  wine  which 
was  taken  from  the  enemy  when  they  retreated  from  Eliza- 
bethtown.  Our  drums  and  fifes  alTorded  us  a  favorite  music 
till  evening,  when  we  were  delighted  with  the  song  compos- 
ed by  Mr.  Hopkinstw,  called  the  "  Battle  of  the  Kegs," 
sung  in  the  best  style  by  a  number  of  gentlemen. 

14th. — An  express  has  arrived  at  head  quarters,  from 
Rhode  Island,  with  the  pleasing  information  of  the  arrival 
there  of  a  French  fleet,  accompanied  by  an  army  of  si:c 
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tiiomand  regular  troops,  who  are  to  cooperate  with  our  army 
aa  allies  in  our  cause.  '  They  are  commanded  by  Count 
Rochambeau,  a  distingniehed  genera)  in  the  Freoch  service- 
20th. — Id  general  orders,  the  Commander  in  Chief  cwi- 
gratulates  the  army,  on  the  arrival  of  a  large  land  Aad  naval 
ermament  at  Rhode  Island,  sent  by  bis  Most  Christian  Ma- 
jesty, to  cooperate  with  us  against  the  common  enemy. 
The  lively  concern  which  our  allies  manifest  for  our  safety 
and  independence,  has  a  claim  to  the  ajfection  of  every  vir- 
tuous citizen.  The  general,  with  confidence  assures  the 
army,  that  the  officers  and  men  of  the  French  forces,  come 
to  our  aid,  animated  with  a  zeal  founded  in  sentiment  for  us, 
as  well  as  in  duty  to  their  prince,  and  that  they  will  do  every 
thing  in  their  power  to  promote  harmony  and  cultivate 
friendship  ;  he  is  equally  persuaded  on  our  part,  that  we 
shall  via  with  them  in  their  good  disposition,  to  which  we  are 
excited  by  gratitude  as  well  as  by  common  interest, — and 
that  the  only  contention  between  the  two  armies  will  be  to 
excel  each  other  in  good  offices,  and  in  the  display  of  every 
military  virtue.  This  will  be  a  pledge  of  the  most  solid 
advantage  to  the  common  cause,  and  a  glorious  issue  to  the 
campaign.  The  Commander  in  Chief  has  recommended  to 
the  officers  of  our  army,  to  wear  cockades  of  black  and 
white,  intermixed,  as  a  symbol  of  friendship  for  our  French 
allies,  who  wear  white  cockades. 

-  2id. — The  officers  of  our  regiment  received  an  invitation  to 
dine  with  Major  General  Lord  StirMng.  We  were  introduced 
to  his  Lordship  by  Colonel  Jackson,  and  were  received  with 
great  civility  and  politeness.  Colonel  Biddle  and  his  lady  were 
of  the  guest^.  '  Our  entertainment  was  sumptuous  and  elegant. 
After  Uie  covers  were  removed,  the  servants  brought  in  palls 
filled  with  cherries  and  strawberries,  which  were  strewed  over 
the  long  table  ;  with'  these  and  excellent  wine,  accompanied  by 
martial  music,  we  regaled  ourselves  till  evening.  This  gentle- 
man's proper  name  is  William  Alexander,  and  he  ia  a  native  of 
the  state  of  New  York.  He  visited  Scotland  in  pursuit  of  the 
Utte  and  estate  of  an  earldom,  which  he  claimed  as  the  rightful 
beir  of  bis  ancestor,  ^vllo  had  this  title,  and  a  grant  of  Nova 
Scotia,  anno,  1621.  In  this  pursuit,  he  expended  a  large  pro- 
portion  of  bis  fortune,  but  failed  in  obtaining  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  his  claim  by  the  government ;  yet,  by  courtesy,  he 
bears  the  title  of  Lord  Stirling.  He  is  considered  as  a  brave, 
intelligent  and  judicious  officer.  In  the  battle  on  Long  Island 
in  August,  1776,  he  unfortunately  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  en- 
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emy  ;  but  it  occasioned  no  impeacbment  of  his  character  and 
c<»duct.  He  possesses  the  genuine  principles  of  patriotism, 
and  is  strongly  attached  to  General  Washingtwi.  He  dtscIoGed 
to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  the  intrigue  of  Gleneral  Convray, 
when  in  1777,  be  attempted  to  supersede  his  excellency^  saying 
in  bis  letter,  "  such  wicked  duplicity  of  conduct,  I  shall  always 
think  it  my  duty  to  detect."  In  hia  personal  appearance,  hia 
lordship  is  venerable  and  dignified  ;  m  his  deportment,  gentle- 
manly and  graceful  ;  in  conversation,  pleasing  and  interesting.* 
He  is  said  to  be  ambitious  of  the  title  of  lor^hip.  Being  pre- 
sent at  the  eiecntion  of  a  soldier  for  desertion,  the  criminal  at 
the  gallows  repeatedly  cried  out,  '■'■  the  Lord  have  mercy  oo 
me  ;"  his  lordship  with  warmth  exclaimed,  "  1  won't,  you 
rascal,  I  wont  have  mercy  en  you." 

23d. — Sunday  I  attended  a  sermm  preached  by  Mr.  Blair, 
chaplain  of  the  artillery.  The  troops  were  paraded  in  the  open 
field,  the  sermon  was  well  calculated  to  inculcate  religious 
principles,  and  the  moral  virtues.  His  Excellency  General 
Weshmgton,  Major  Generals  Greene  and  Knox,  with  a  number 
of  other  officers,  were  present. 

•Sugu^. — Orders  were  giv^i  for  the  army  to  be  in  readiness 
for  a  movement. 

Camp,  High  Loads. — Accordii^  to  orders,  our  brigade 
marched  from  Prackanes  on  the  39th  of  July,  and  encamp^  at 
Faramus  at  ni|^t,  fifteen  miles.  The  men  were  exceedingly 
affected  with  the  heat  and  fatigue.  We  marcbed  on  the  suc- 
ceeding day  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  ;  at  this  early  hour, 
the  drums  beet  the  reveille,  which  summom  us  from  our  hard 
beds  and  slumbers,  in  haste  we  roll  up  our  travelling  bed  fur- 
niture, strike  our  tents,  order  them  thron'n  into  the  wagtais, 
mount  our  horses,  and  with  a  slow  pace  follow  the  march  of 
our  soldiers,  baidii^  under  the  weight  of  the  burden  on  their 
backs.  We  arrived  at  the  North  river  and  crossed  the  ferry, 
August  1st,  where  we  found  the  whole  of  our  main  army  col- 
lected to  a  point.  All  the  troops  from  West  Point  that  can  be 
spared,  and  detachments  from  diSercnt  stations,  have  formed  a 
junction  in  this  vicinity.  Two  brigades  have  been  selected 
from  the  different  regiments  in  the  main  array,  to  form  a  corps 
of  light  infantry,  to  be  commanded  by  the  Marquis  de  la 
Fayette.  They  have  been  reviewed  by  the  Commander  in 
Chief  and  other  general  officers,  on  the  grand  parade,  and  are 
pronounced  to  be  as  excellent  a  corps  as  can  be  produced  in  any 

•  Hii  lorddiip  died  «i  Attwny,  Juiuirj  ISih,  1783,  «geiJ  fiftMBTen  je»r». 
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UKj.  Tbt  Mtrqiia  is  deUf^ted  nifli  his  command,  an)  is 
at  Ins  tmm  expene  proridmg  for  tbem  some  extra  equipments^ 
It  is  uttderttood,  that  Geaeral  Clintoa  has  despatched  a  port 
of  the  British  fleet  and  army  on  an  expedition  i^inst  our  allies, 
ihe  French  fleet  and  army  at  Rhode  Island.  -  The  whole  of  oar 
army  having  crossed  to  the  east  side  of  the  Hudsm,  it  is  con- 
jeetured  that  his  Excellency  contemplates  some  important  oi- 
terprise  against  the  enemy  at  New  York,  or  at  least  to  compel 
General  Cliotoa  to  recal  his  expedition  from  Rhode  Island, 
.  for  his  own  Eafety.  Our  Commander  in  Chief  has  ordered  that 
the  army  disencumber  itself  of  all  heavy  baggage,  which  with 
the  women  and  children,  are  to  be  immediately  sent  to  Weat 
Point,  and  that  the  troops  have  conetantly  two  days  provisions 
cooked  on  hand,  and  hold  themselves  in  reedioesg  to  march  at  t 
Boraent's  wamiiw.  Sacb  is  our  condition  for  order  and  r^u- 
larity,  that  the  miole  army,  whici  occupies  an  extent  of  seve- 
ral miles,  can  he  put  in  motitm,  and  take  up  a  line  of  march  in 
less  than  one  hoar.'  The  horses  belonginfr  to  our  baggage  wag- 
DOS,  utd  to  the  artillflry,  are  constantly  iobamess,  and  those  be- 
longing to  the  officers  are  kept  in  resdmen  ;  every!  miui,.and  ev- 
ery horse  ir;  taught  to  know  tbfiiE  place  and  Umif  duty.  March-  ^ 
ing  orders,  to  soon  as  issued,  are  communicated  to  each  brigado 
and  regiment.  The  whole  line  of  encampment  resounds  with 
martial  music,  all  is  bustle  and  activity,  but  free  from  conti»< 
aion.  The  drums  and  fifes  beating  a  much,  the  tents  are  in- 
stantly struck  and  thrown  into  wagons,  the  line  of  march  com- 
moices,  every  subordinate  officer  and  soldier  follows  his  com- 
mander, and  whether  to  rush  into  battle  and  encounter  the  doga 
of  war,  or  <»dy  to  mantBuvre  in  the  field,  it  is  no  man^s  business 
to  know  or  inquire.  The  secret  is  where  it  ought  to  be,  in  the 
breast  of  him  who  directs  our  destiny,  and  whom  it  is  our  pride 
to  obey.  Such  is  the  state  and  condition  of  a  well  regulated 
and  disci[4iiied  army,  and  such  only  can  attain  to  military  fame 
and  glory.  It  is  now  ascertained,  August  4th,  that  the  fonnid- 
able  manoeuvre  of  our  army  has  effected  the  object  iolended. 
The  enemy's  expedition  to  Rhode  Island  has  returned  to  New 
York,  in  consequence  probably  of  the  alarm  excited  for  the 
safety  of  that  city.  Orders  are  now  received,  for  our  army  ta 
recnws  the  Hudson  to  the  Jersey  shore.  Our  brigade  crossed 
the  ferry  in  the  night  of  the  5th,  and  encamped  in  a  field  about 
five  miles  from  the  feriy.  The  crossing  of  the  whole  army, 
occBpied  three  days  and  nights,  during  which  a  vast  number  of 
large  boats  and  floats  were  contmually  in  motion.  On  the  6th, 
marched  to  Greeobush)  and  on  the  7th  and  8tb,  the  whole  army 
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arrived  and  encamped  at  OrangetDwn.  The  light  infantry, 
under  tbe  Marquis,  is  constantlj  advanced  three  miles  in  front 
of  the  army.  The  fatigue,  and  extreme  heat,  durmg  this 
march,  have  produced  very  unfavorable  efiects  on  our  troop*, 
and  they  are  now  becoming  sickly.  Cholera  morbus,  dysentery 
and  remittent  fevers,  are  the  prevailing  complaints,  which  de' 
mand  all  my  attention. 

Camp,  Orm^tlouin,  August  9JA.— •'Dined  with  the  Baroa 
Steuben,  and  spent  the  ailemoon  with  the  guests.  The  Baron 
keeps  a  splendid  table,  and  treats  his  visitors  with  polite  atten- 
tion." Captain  William  North,  of  our  regiment,  is  one  of  the 
aids  de  camp  of  the  Baron,  and  has  ingratiated  himself  so  high- 
ly in  his  favor,  that  he  treats  him  with  ail  the  affection  of  a  son. 

A  committee  from  Congress,  have  again  arrived  in  our  camp, 
with  the  view  of  investigatii^  the  affairs  of  the  army,  to  attend 
to  complaints,  and  to  redress  grievances,  so  far  as  may  be  in 
their  power  ;  and  they  will  find  that  their  task  and  duty  are 
not  to  be  envied.  The  regimental  surgeons  and  mates  have 
deputed  a  committee  to  present  a  list  of  our  grievances  for  their 
honors'  consideration.  We  claim  of  Congress  the  same  emolu- 
ments and  remuneratiw  which  are  promised  to  the  officers  of 
tbe  line  of  the  army. 

I4tk. — Visited  Dr.   Cochran,  our  surgeon  general,  at  his 

Quarters  in  the  country,  and  thence  proceeding  to  tlie  light  iif 
mtry  encampinent,  took  tea  with  Major  Trescott  and  Captain 
Cushing.  I  accompanied  a  number  of  officers  to  Dobb's  ferry, 
where  our  troops  are  engaged  in  erecting  a  block  house  and 
batteries,  to  defend  the  passage  at  the  ferry  way.  The  Hud- 
son at  this  place  is  about  three  miles  wide,  so  that  no  battery 
can  prevent  the  enemy's  shipping  from  passii^;  up  the  river 
from  New  York. 

20lk. — Sunday,  attended  a  sermon  preached  by  Mr.  Enos 
Hitchcock,  chaplain  to  Genera)  Patterson's  brigade ;  the 
troops  were  assembled  in  tbe  open  field.  Mr.  Hitchcock  is  res- 
pected as  a  sensible  and  learned  divine,  of  pure  morals  and  correct 
principles.  His  patriotic  zeal  and  ardent  attachment  to  hia 
country's  freedom,  induced  him  to  quit  his  people  and  domestic 
enjoyments  at  Beverly,  Massachusetts,  for  the  turmoil  and  fa- 
tigue of  camp.  I  dined  with  my  friends  Dr.  Skinner  and  Ms' 
jor  Winslow.  -We  are  again  visited  with  the  alarming  appre- 
hension of  a  famine  ;  no  meat  .has  been  dratvn  for  two  days 
past ;  no  money,  no  mm,  and  no  contentment  among  our  sol- 
dier8,'great  dissatisfaction  prevails. 


204  MILITARY  JOURNAL,  1780.  [AUGUST. 

'  2Sth. — The  wbole  annj  in  this  quarter  has  decamped,  the 
object  and  destination  a  secret ;  the  conjectural  object  is  to 
procure  a  supply  of  provisiouB,  and  fori^,  from  the  inhabitants 
between  the  lines,  which  otherwise  would  go  to  supply  the 
wants  of  the  enepiy.  All  the  sick  and  disiJiled  are  led  in  camp, 
and  I  am  directed  to  take  charge  of  those  belonging  to  our 
brigade  ;  but  with  this  chai^  I  am  left  entirely  destitute  of 
provision.  Feeling  myself  authorized  to  take  a  small  supply 
from  the  inhabitante  for  Immediate  necessity,  I  required  from  a 
Dutchman  four  sheep  from  his  farm  ;  as  be  was  offended  and 
made  some  opposition,  I  was  obliged  to  force  them  from  him, 
giving  a  receipt,  that  he  might  recover  a  compensatim  from 
the  public. 

2hlh. — Our  army  has  returned  from  below,  with  a  lai^ 
quantity  of  forage,  and  provisions  of  various  kinds,  taken  from 
toe  disaJTevted  inhabitants  on  the  lines.  This  affords  us  an  im- 
portant relief,  when  almost  in  a  starving  condition.  A  small 
party  of  the  enemy  was  discovered  near  the  lines,  a  slight  skir- 
mish ensued,  and  they  soon  disappeared. 

'  29(A, — I  accompanied  Captain  W.  to  the  village  of  Qiarles- 
town,  met  Major  General  Schuyler,  and  other  gentlemen,  at  a 
tavern,  with  whom  we  dined.  Here  I  learnt  that  a  duel  had 
just  been  fought  between  Lieutenant  0.  and  Mr,  P.  both  of 
Colonel  Moyland's  regiment  of  dragoons,  and  both  of  whom  were 
yesterday  on  the  most  intimate  terms  of  friendship.  Mr.  0. 
killed  his  antagonist  on  the  ^pot,  and  received  a  dangerous  wound 
in  his  thigh.  When  I  visited  him,  hie  wounds  had  been  dressed, 
and  1  was  astonished  at  the  calmness  and  composure  with  which 
he  related  all  the  particulars  of  this  melancholy  and  murderous 
catastrophe,  and  the  af^onizing  state  of  mind  of  hia  late  friend  in 
his  dying  moments;  The  duel  originated  in  a  trivial  misunder- 
standing, which  excited  these  close  friends  to  assume  the  char- 
acter of  assassins,  and  to  hazard  life  for  life.  Nor  did  0.  dis- 
cover the  least  sorrow  or  remorse  of  conscience,  for  having  sac- 
rificed the  life  of  a  friend  and  valuable  officer,  to  the  mistaken 
points  of  honor  ! 

SOtk. — Another  dreadful  appeal  has  this  day  been  made  to 
the  deadly  combat,  on  a  point  of  honor.  The  parties  were 
Lieutenant  S.  and  Mr.  L.  a  volunteer  in  the  army  ;  the  latter 
gentleman  fell  and  instantly  expired ;  his  murderer  escaped 
uoinjured.  Thus  have  two  valuable  lives  been  sacrificed  with- 
in two  days,  to  what  is  termed  principles  of  honor,  or  rather 
to  the  vindictive  spirit  of  malice  and  revenge.  Is  there  no 
remedy  for  this  fa^ionable  folly,  this  awful  blindness  and  per- 
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version  of  mind,  this  barbarous  and  bferoal  practice,  this  foul 
stain  on  the  history  of  man !  The  following  anecdote  is  in  pout. 
The  practice  of  duellicg  had  become  alarming  in  the  Prussian 
army,  and  the  great  Frederic  was  desirous  of  checking  its  pro- 
gress. Two  officers  of  high  rank  had  engaged  to  meet  in  per- 
sonal combat.  The  king  commanded  that  tney  should  light  in 
his  presence,  and  at  a  time  and  place  which  he  appointed. 
When  the  parties  appeared,they  were  astonished  to  find  the  whole 
army  paraided  to  witness  the  combat,  a  gallows  erected,  and  a 
halter  and  coffins  prepared.  The  kuig  now  commanded  that 
they  should  decide  their  fate  in  his  presence,  and  that  the  sur- 
vivor should  be  instantly  hung  oh  the  gallows.  The  two  cham- 
pions were  appalled,  and  glad  to  implore  his  majesty's  forgive- 
ness ;  and  this  example  proved  an  efiectual  remedy  against 
duelling  in  the  Prussian  army. 

September. — Intelligence  of  an  unpleasant  and  distressing 
nature,  has  just  reached  us  from  South  Carolina.  Our 
southern  army,  under  the  command  of  Major  General  Gates, 
has  been  totally  defeated,  in  a  general  action  at  Camden 
with  Lord  Cornwallis,  on  the  19th  of  August.  General 
Gates,  as  is  reported,  retreated  with  precipitation  to  the 
distance  of  eighty  miles,  to  escape  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy. 
This  mortifying  disaster  gives  a  severe  shock  to  our  army,  as 
it  must  be  productive  of  the  most  important  and  serious  con- 
seauences  as  it  respects  the  welfare  of  the  Southern  states. 
In  his  letter  to  the  President  of  Congress,  General  Gates 
says,  "In  the  deepest  distress  and  anxiety  of  mind,  I  am 
obliged  to  acquaint  your  Escellency  with  the  defeat  of  the 
troops  under  my  command."  The  letter  states  that  the 
contmental  troops  displayed  their  usual  courage  and  bravery, 
but  at  the  first  onset  of  the  enemy  the  whole  body  of  mili- 
tia became  panic  struck,  were  completely  routed,  and- ran 
like  a  torrent,  bearing  all  before  them,  and  leaving  the  con- 
tinentals to  oppose  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy.  This 
victory  was  not  obtained  without  loss  on  the  part  of  the  foe, 
they  having  upwards  of  five  hundred  men,  with  officers  in 
proportion,  killed  and  wonded.  The  whole  number  of  con- 
tinental officers  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  is  forty-eight. 
Among  the  killed,  is  Baron  de  Kalb,  a  major  general  ;  while 
leading  on  tbe  Maryland  and  Delaware  troops,  he  was 
pierced  with  eleven  wounds,  and  soon  after  expired.  He 
was  a  German  by  birth,  a  brave  and  meritorious  officer,  a 
knight  of  the  order  of  military  merit,  and  a  brigadier  general 
JH  the  armies  of  France-     He  had  served  three  years,  with 
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big^  reputation,  in  the  AmericaD  army.  General  Gates' ' 
contmand  in  this  army  is  said  to  consist  of  three  thousand, 
of  which  number  were  only  nine  hundred  continental  regu- 
lars. The  royaliEta,  under  Lord  Cornwallis,  were  upwards 
of  three  thousand  two  hundred,  and  a  great  part  of  them 
regular  troops.  This  very  unfortunate  event  has  given  an 
impression  universally  unfavourable  to  the  character  and 
eonduct  of  General  Gates,  as  he  has  disappointed  the  high 
expectations  of  the  public.  He  Is  indeed  a  painful  example 
of  the  vicissitudes  of  the  fortune  of  war  ;  but  it  ought  not  to 
be  expected  that  an  oiGcer  should  be  held  accountable  for 
the  strokes  of  fortune  ;  nor  for  the  effects  of  superior  force 
or  address  in  the  enemy.  Considering  the  former  high  cha- 
racter and  meritorious  services  of  the  general,  we  cannot 
justly  suspect  him  to  be  chargeable  with  any  deficiency  in 

Soint  of  integrity  or  conduct,  and  time  and  investigation  must 
ecide  how  far  he  has  been  guilty  of  any  culpable  error." 


Him  in  ihe  face,"  biuI  in    the  night  pi 

"Dine,  Sir !"  rfpliediho  confideni  genersl,  " 

Carnoallis  ii  my  (able.'"     Baran  do  KnJb,  a 

decidedly  opposed  to  lh«  proceedings  of  Geo 

Tuin  ibit  would  ensue,    snd  eipresBed  i  pre 

Ihtt  bollle.     In  a  councU  of  nsr,   while  Ih 

•dviied  Ihat  the  grmy  should  fall  back  uid  li 

Uckcd.  but  Uiia  wu  rejected  by  Oilce,  who  insinuated  that  it  oiiginited  from  fear. 

De  Kalb  instantly  leaping  from  his  bono  placed  hunKlf  at  the  head  ofbu  connnaad 

on  foot,  and  with  some  warmth  leloried,  •'  Well  Sir,  a  few  hours  perhaps  will  prora 

who  are  ihe  brave."    It  woa  Ihe  intention  of  General  Gates  to  surprise  the  enemy 

to  surprise  his  antafiOnist.  The  contending  armies  had  scarcely  engaged  in  Ihe 
eonflict  whan  our  mllilia  broke  and  lied  with  the  greatest  precipiialion.  General 
Qate*  immediately  applied  hia  sduts  to  hishorne.  and  nursued.  as  he  said  "  to  brim 
the  raseals  back,"  but  he 
milei  from  Ihe  lisld  of  ha 

contLnenUl  troops  was  now  Jell  to  copo  with  Ihe  whole  Uritish  army,  and  He  sus- 
tained the  dreadful  sliock  for  more  than  an  hour,  hundreds  of  the  hraveit  of  meit 
bad  fallen  around  this  undaunted  hero  ;  he  himself,  in  personaj  conflict,  wai  seen  to 
pury  Ihe  fiirious  blows  and  plunge  bia  sword  into  many  opposing  breasts,  Bui 
alas !  the  hero  is  overpowered ;  havina  received  eleven  bayonet  w^nds,  he  lainla 
and  lalls  to  the  ground.     Scleral  individual*  of  both   armies  were  iiilled  while  en- 

""  .,      —      ■,,  —  .    -[oy^oi,^  rushed  through 

ody  of    the  fallen  hero, 
lo  EiLb  1   save   ihe  baton  de  Kalb  1"     The  British 

kindly  condoled  with  him  in  hia 
mi^briune,  ho  replied,  "  1  thank  you  for  your  generous  sympathy,  but  1  die  Ihs 
death  1  always  prayed  Ibi ;  ihe  death  of  a  soldier  fighting  for  the  riihta  of  man." 
Ni)  Insl  moments  were  speal  in  dictating  a  lellsr  coDceroing  the  conluiental  tioops 
which  supported  him  in  thoaclion, of  whom  lie  said  "  he  had  no  words  that  could 
iofficienlly  eipi^at  dig  love  and  bis  adoiiraiioD  oTtheir  valour."  Ocncral  Waahing- 
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Camp,  Sttenrapie,  September  blk. — Our  army  marched 
froai  Orangetoivn,  and  encamped  at  Steenrapie,  yesterday. 
It  is  mortifying  that  our  stock  of  provisions  is  again  oKliaust- 
ed  ;  the  soldiers  have  for  several  days  drawn  notljtug  but 
one  pound  of  flour  a  man. 

Sth. — I  had  again  the  honour  of  dining  at  the  table  of  Baron 
Steuben,  in  company  with  a  number  of  officers.  Notwith- 
standing the  scarcity  of  provisions  in  camp,  tbe  baron's  table 
continues  to  be  well  supplied  ;  his  generosity  is  uiibounded. 

lOtk. — We  are  now  lamenting  the  loss  of  Brigadier 
General  Poor,  who  died  laat  night  of  putrid  fever.  His 
funeral  solemnities  have  been  attended  this  afternoon. 
The  corpse  was  brought  this  morning  from  Paramus,  and  left 
at  a  house  about  a  mile  from  the  burying  yard  at  Hackin- 
sack,  whence  it  was  attended  to  the  place  of  interment  by 
the  following  procession ;  a  regiment  of  light  infantry,  in 
uniform,  with  arms  reversed  ;  four  field  pieces ;  Major 
Lee's  regiment  pf  light  horse  ;  GeneraVlIand  and  his  brig- 
ade ;  the  Brizade  Major  on  horseback  ;  two  chaplains ;  the 
horse  of  the  deceased,  with  his  boots  and  spurs  suspended 
from  the  saddle,  led  by  a  servant  ;  the  corpse,  borne  by  four  . 
Serjeants,  and  the  pall  supported  by  six  general  officers. 
The  coffin  was  of  mahogany,  and  a  pair  of  pistols  and  two 
swords,  crossing  each  other  and  tied  with  black  crape,  were 
placed  on  the  top,  The  corpse  was  followed  by  the  officers 
of  the  New  Hampshire  brigade  ;  the  officers  of  the  brigade 
of  light  infantry,  which  the  deceased  had  lately  commanded. 
Other  officers  fell  in  promiscuously,  and  were  followed  by 
his  Excellency  General  Washington,  and  oth^r  general  offi- 
cers. Having  arrived  at  the  burying  yard,  the  troops  open- 
ed to  the  tight  and  left.  restin;r  an  their  arms  reversed,  and 
the  processiofh  passed  to  the  grave,  where  a  short  eulogy 
was  delivered  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Evans,  A  band  of^ 
music,  with  a  number  of  drums  and  fifes,  played  a  funeral 
dirge,  the  drums  were  muffled  with  black  crape,  and  the 
officers  in  the  pnicession  wore  crape  round  the  left  arm. 
The  regiment  of  light  infantry  were  in  handsome  uniform, 
and  wore  in  their  caps,  long  ieathers  of  black  and  red. 
The  elegant  regiment  of  horse,  commanded  by  Major  Lee, 

loD,  roiny   yean  mfter  on  a  Tijit   to    Cmmden,  inqnired  for  Iho  pato  of  do  Kilb. 

»  derp  sigh  ind  eicliimed,  "  So  there  lies  the  brave  do  Kalb ;  Ihg  gcneroin  atrui- 
ger  wba  cams  from  a  diMsnt  [and  to  flshl  our  lulttea,  aod  water  Jkli  his  blood  Iho 
(reeofoarlibeit)'.  Woold  to  Ood  he  bad  lived  I0  ibara  with  na  ila  fruilB  1"— <5'f* 
itflt  a/Om.  MnrJon.) 
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being  in  complete  unUorm  and  well  disciplined,  exhibited  a 
martial  and  noble  appearance.  No  scene  can  exceed  in 
grandeur  and  lolemnit?  a  military  fnneraL  The  weapons  of 
war  reversed,  and  embeltiihed  with  the  badges  of  mourning, 
the  alow  and  regular  step  of  the  procession,  the  moumfnl 
Mund  of  the  unbraced  drum  and  deep  toned  instruments, 
playing  the  melancholy  dirge,  the  majestic  mein  and  solemn 
march  of  the  war  horse,  all  conspire  to  impress  the  mind 
with  emotions  which  no  language  can  describe,  and  which 
nothing  but  the  reality  can  paint  to  the  liveliest  imagination. 
'General  Poor  was  from  the  state  of  New  Hampshire.  He 
was  a  true  patriot,  who  took  an  early  part  in  the  cause  of 
his  country,  and  during  his  militaiy  career,  was  respected 
for  his  talents  and  his  bravery,  and  beloved  for  the  amiable 

Sualilies  of  his  heart.  But  it  is  a  sufficient  eult^  to  say, 
lat  he  enjoyed  the  cmBdence  and  esteem  of  Washington. 
I  \th. — We  had  a  most  violent  shower  of  rain,  accompa- 
nied with  tremendous  peals  of  thunder  and  lightning ;  we 
were  obliged  to  quit  our  beds  in  the  night,  but  no  part  of 
our  marquee  could  shield  us  from  the  drenching  rain, — not  a 
blanket  about  us  remained  dry. 

I2lh. — A  soldier  was  executed  for  robbery  ;  be  was  one 
of  five,  who  broke  into  a  house  with  their  arms,  and  robbed 
the  iuhabitants  of  a  sum  of  money,  and  many  valuable  arti- 
cles.    He  conducted  with  fortitude  at  the  gallows. 

■'ISth. — The  army  was  paraded  to  be  reviewed  by  Gene- 
ral Washington,  accompanied  by  a  number  of  Indian  chiefs. 
His  Excellency,  mounted  on  his  noble  bay  charger,  rode  in 
front  of  the  line  of  the  army,  and  received  the  usual  salute. 
Six  Indian  chiefs  followed  in  his  train,  appearing  as  the  most 
disgusting  snd  contemptible  of  the  human  race  ;  their  faces 
painted  of  various  colors,  their  hair  twisted  into  bunches  on 
the  top  of  their  heads,  and  dressed  in  a  miserable  Indian 
habit,  some  with  a  dirty  blanket  over  the  shoulders,  and 
others  almost  naked.  They  were  mounted  on  horses  of  the 
poorest  kind,  wilh  undressed  sheep  skins,  instead  of  saddles, 
and  old  ropes  for  bridles.  These  bipeds  could  not  refrain 
from  the  indulgence  of  their  appetites  for  rum  on  this  occa- 
sion, and  some  of  them  fell  from  their  horses,  on  their  return 
to  head  quarters.'  This  tribe  of  Indians  is  friendly  to  Amer- 
ica, and  it  is  good  policy  to  show  them  some  attention,  and 
pve  them  an  idea  of  the  strength  of  our  army. 

Camp,  Orangetoimf  or  Tappan,  September  20th. — The 
army  decampeii  from  Steenrapie  this  morning,  and  encamp- 
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ed  at  Orangetown,  or  Tappan.  His  Excellency  General 
Washington,  with  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  and  General 
Knox,  with  a  splendid  ret  jnue,  left  camp  on  the  1  '7th  instant, 
bound  to  Hartford,  in  Connecticut,  to  have  an  interview  with 
the  commanding  officers  of  the  French  fleet  and  army,  which 
have  lately  arrived  at  Rhode  Island. 

I  have  just  been  introduced  to  three  young  clergymen, 
from  Connecticut,  Mr.  Lockwood,  Mr.  Ely,  and  Mr.  Joel 
Barlow  ;  the  latter  is  a  chaplain  in  the  Connecticut  line,  and 
is  said  to  possess  a  poetical  genius.  Being  present  when  he 
made  a  prayer  in  public,  it  was  remarked  that  his  perform- 
ance was  very  ordinary,  and  it  was  replied  that  the  gentle- 
man had  not  been  much  accustomed  lo  public  performances, 
and  that  he  was  more  calculated  to  attain  to  eminence  in 
the  ai't  of  poetry,  than  in  the  clerical  profession. 

2lgt. — Major  Genera)  Greene  succeeds  to  the  command 
of  our  army,  in  the  absence  of  his  Excellency  General 
Washington.  This  gentleman  is  a  native  o''  the  state  of 
Rhode  Island.  His  father  was  an  anchor  smith,  and  hit 
business  in  that  line  was  very  extensive.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  society  of  Friends,  and  when  about  to  engage  in 
a  military  station,  they  remonstrated  with  him,  as  war  was 
a  violation  of  the  established  principles  of  their  sect.  But 
his  patriotism  and  ardent  zeal  for  the  cause  of  liberty,  were 
irresistible,  and  he  was,  at  the  age  of  thirty,  appointed  a 
brigadier  general,  by  his  government,  in  the  year  1776. 
After  the  battle  of  Lexington,  actuated  by  a  native  martial 
ardor,  he  repaired  to  Cambridge,  and  with  the  troops  under 
his  command,  joined  the  continental  army  under  General 
Washington.  General  Greene  has  conducted  in  a  manner  to 
meet  the  expectations  and  full  approbation  of  the  public, 
and  has  been  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major  general.  By 
his  military  talents,  skill  and  judgment,  he  has  acquired  a 
character  of  the  highest  order,  and  is  held  in  respect 
and  estimation  throughout  the  army,  as  second  only  to  the 
Commander  in  Chief.  It  is  the  prevailing  sentiment,  that 
if  in  any  event  of  Providence  wo  should  be  deprived  of 
our  chief  commander,  General  Greene  is,  of  all  others,  the 
most  suitable  character  to  be  his  successor  ;  and  in  this  sen- 
timent there  is  the  greatest  reas(»i  to  believe  that  the  illus- 
trious Washington  himself  would  readily  coincide. 

26th. — At  three  o'clock  this  morning,  an  alarm  was 
spread  throughout  our  camp.  Two  regiments,  from  the 
Pennsylrania  line,  were  ordered  to  march  immediately  to 
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West  Point,  kod  the  whole  army  to  be  held  in  readiness  to 
march  at  *  moment'i  warning.  It  was  soon  ascertained  (hat 
this  sudden  movement  was  in  consequence  of  the  discovery 
of  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  events  in  modern  history^ 
and  in  which  the  interposition  of  Divine  Providence  is  re- 
markably conspicuous.  It  is  the  treacherous  conspiracy  of 
Major  General  Arnold,  and  the  capture  of  Major  John  Andre, 
adjutant  general  to  the  British  army.  The  army  being  pa* 
raded  this  morning,  the  following  communication  in  the 
orders  of  General  Greene,  was  read  by  the  adjutants  to 
their  respective  regiments. 

"  Treason  of  the  blaclcest  dye,  was  yesterday  discovered. 
General  Arnold,  who  commanded  at  West  Point,  lost  to 
erery  sentiment  of  honor,  of  private  and  public  obligetion,  was 
about  to  deliver  up  that  important  post  into  the  hands  of  the  en- 
emy. Such  an  event  must  have  given  the  American  cause  A 
dai^rous,  if  not  a  fatal  wound  ;  happily  the  treason  has  been 
timely  discovered,  to  prevent  the  fatal  misfortune.  The  provi- 
dential train  of  circumstances,  which  led  to  It,  alTords  the  most 
convincing  proofs  that  the  liberties  of  America,  are  the  object 
of  Divine  protection.  At  the  same  time  that  the  treason  in  to 
be  regretted,  the  general  cannot  help  congratulating  the  army 
on  the  happy  discovery.  Our  enemies,  despairing  of  carrying 
their  point  bj  force,  are  practising  every  base  art,  to  effect  by 
bribery  and  corruption,  what  they  cannot  accomplish  in  a  man- 
ly way.  Great  honor  is  due  to  the  American  army,  that  this 
is  the  first  instance  of  treason  of  the  kind,  where  many  were  to 
be  expected  from  the  nature  of  our  dispute  ;  the  brightest  orna- 
ment in  the  character  of  the  American  soldiers,  is,  their  having 
be«i  proof  against  all  the  arts  and  seductions  of  an  insidious 
enemy.  Arnold  has  made  his  escape  to  the  enemy,  but  Major 
Andre,  the  adjutant  general  in  the  British  army,  who  came  out 
as  a  spy,  to  negotiate  the  business,  is  our  prisoner." 

West  Point  is  situated  in  the  midst  of  the  high-lands,  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Hudson,  sixty  miles  above  New  York,  and  sev- 
en below  Fishkill.  It  is  a  strongly  fortified  castle,  which,  with 
Us  dependencies,  is  comidered  by  General  Washington  as  the 
key  which  locks  the  commuQicati(m  between  the  eastern  and 
southern  states  ;  and  of  allthc  posts  in  the  United  States,  this 
is  the  most  important.  TJie  position  is  remarkably  well  calcu- 
lated by  nature  for  a  defensive  post,  being  on  a  hermi  of  the  rivei' 
with  rocky  ridges  rising  one  above  another,  and  the  lofty  sum- 
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mtt  ia  covered  with  a  range  of  redoubti  rod  batteries,  plamie4 
bj  the  most  skilful  engineerB.  The  most  elevated  and  formidabla 
fortrew,  i<  erected  on  a  natural  platform  of  rocks  very  steep, 
and  almost  inaccessible  on  every  aide  ;  this  is  called  "  Fort 
Putnam,"  from  the  general  t^o  had  the  principal  share  in  ita 
plan  and  constractitm.  It  overlocJis  the  whole  plain  below,  uct 
commands  a  landscape  view  thirty  miles  in  extent,  the  Hudson 
havmg  the  appearance  of  a  vast  canal,  cut  through  huge  motm- 
tains.  Ah  additiocal  security,  an  irm  chain  of  immense  strength^ 
is  thrown  acroes  at  the  short  b»id  of  the  river,  and  fixed  to 
\n^  blocks  on  each  shore,  and  under  the  fire  of  batteries  ra 
boSi  sides  the  river.  The  links  of  this  chain  are  about  twelve 
inches  wide,  and  eighteen  loi^,  tbe  bars  about  two  inches  square. 
h  is  buoyed  up  by  very  la^  logs,  of  about  sixteen  feet  long, 
painted  at  the  ends  to  lessen  their  mpositiffli  to  the  force  of  thfr 
cnrrait,  at  flood  and  ebb  tide.  Tne  1<^  are  placed  at  short 
distances  from  each  otber,  the  chain  carried  over  them  and 
made  fast  to  each  by  staples.  There  are  also  a  number  of  an- 
chors dropped  at  proper  distances,  with  cables  made  fast  to  the 
ehain  to  give  it  a  greater  stability.  Such  is  the  formidable 
state  and  strength  of  this  post,  that  it  has  received  the  appella- 
tion of  the  American  Gibraltar,  and  when  properly  guarded, 
may  bid  defiance  to  an  army  of  twenty  thousand  men.  General 
Arnold  was  well  apprised  of  the  importance  of  this  fortress  ; 
no  opposition  m  America  could  afford  the  British  greater  advan- 
tages. It  commands  the  whole  extent  of  country  on  tbe  Hud- 
son, from  New  York  to  Canada,  and  secures  a  communicatioo 
between  tbe  eastern  and  southern  states. 

From  the  commeocemeat  of  the  American  war,  Genera) 
Arnold  haa  been  viewed  Id  the  light  of  a  brave  and  heroic  offi- 
cer, havug  exhibited  abandant  proof  of  his  military  ardor,  and 
inviacible  temper.  He  has  fought  in  various  battles,  witli  an 
intrepid  gallartry  which  cannot  be  exceeded,  and  it  is  from  hi>' 
bravery  in  the  field,  more  than  any  intrinsic  merit,  that  hia 
character  and  Eune  have  been  established.  His  meritoriouf 
services  have  been  amply  rewarded  by  his  promotion  to  the 
rank  of  major  general,  but  his  name  will  now  oe  transmitted  to 
posterity  with  marks  of  infamy,  and  the  pages  of  our  history 
will  he  tarnished  by  the  record  of  crimes,  of  the  most  atroeioat 
cliaracter,  by  a  native  of  our  land.  Afler  the  evacuation  of 
Philadelphia,  by  the  British,  Arnold  was  appointed  to  tbe  com* 
mand  in  that  ci^,  and  such  was  his  conduct,  as  respects  botb- 
his  official  station,  and  individual  concerns,  that  his  former, 
standing  and  important  servicee,  could  no  longer  shield  him  fron 
37 
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pnblic  odium,  uid  tbe  jut  censure  of  tlie  govenuneDt.*  Be* 
ing  aftervrard,  b;  liU  own  solicitation,  entrusted  with  the  com- 
mand of  the  post  at  West  Point,  he  enpiged  in  a  secret  corres- 
Eoodcnce  witn  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  actually  agreed  te  put 
im  in  poBsefision  of  this  very  important  garriBon.  Tbe  Britisb 
general  selected  Major  Jolm  Andre,  bis  adjntant  general  and 
aid  de  camp,  to  have  a  personal  interview  with  tl^  traitor,  to 
mature  tbe  plan,  and  make  arrangements  for  the  biirrender  of 
the  post.  A  British  eloop  of  war,  called  the  Vulture,  came  up 
the  Worth  river  and  ancnored  near  King's  ferry,  about  twelve 
miles  below  West  Point.  On  board  of  this  vessei  were  a  Col- 
onel Robinsm,  and  Major  Andre,  under  the  assumed  name  of 
John  Anderson.  A  communication  was  now  maintained  be- 
tween Arnold,  and  tbe  persons  on  board  tbe  Vulture,  without 
exciting  the  least  suspicion  of  treasonable  designs.  But  a  per- 
sonal interview  was  found  necessary,  and  tbe  place  chosen  for 
tbis  purpose  was  the  beach  near  the  house  of  Joshua  Smith, 
Esquire,  who  has  long  been  suspected  of  a  predilection  for  the 
British  mterest.  In  the  night  of  the  2l8t  instant.  Smith  by  tbe 
desire  of  Arnold,  went  with  a  boat,  rowed  by  some  rowi  em- 
ployed on  his  farm,  and  brought  Major  Andre,  alias  John  An- 
derson, on  shore,  where  he  was  received  by  Arnold,  and  con- 
ducted to  tbe  house  of  Smith,  within  our  lines.  Andre  remain- 
ed concealed  at  Smith's  bouse  till  tbe  following  night,  when  he 
became  extremely  anxious  to  return  on  board  the  Vulture  ;  but 
the  boatmen,  whom  Arnold  and  Smith  bad  seduced  to  bring  him 
an  shore  the  preceding  night,  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  rcctm- 
duct  him  on  board,  as  the  Vulture  bad  been  driven  from  her 
station  by  a  cannon  on  shore.  Finding  it  impossible  to  procure 
a  boat  and  men  for  the  purpose,  it  was  resolved  that  Andre 
should  return  to  New  York  by  land,  to  which  he  reluctantly 
submitted,  as  the  only  alternative,  to  escape  tbe  danger  mto 
ivbich  he  had  been  betrayed.  For  tbis  hazardous  attempt  Ar- 
nold and  Smith  furnished  bim  with  a  horse,  and  with  clothes, 
in  exchange  for  his  military  uniform  ;  and  Arnflld  gave  him  a 
passport  under  tlie  fictitious  name  of  John  Anderson,  as  being 
on  public  business.  Thus  prepared,  and  accompanied  by  Smith 
part  of  the  way,  be  proceeded  on  bis  journey.  The  passport 
served  his  purpose  till  he  got  beyond  all  our  outposts  and  guards, 
without  suspicion.  They  lodged  together  at  Crompond  that 
n^t,  and  Smith  having  given  bim  directions  about  the  road, 
left  him  the  next  morning,  within  about,  thirty  miles  of  New 


*  Bee  lUe  oT  Arnold,  in  ibi  Appendii. 
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Yaik.  Having  arrived  at  Tarrytown,  however,  near  the  Iioe« 
of  the  royal  aniij,  Andre  was  arrested  by  one  of  three  men,  who 
were  patrolline  between  the  outposts  of  the  two  armies.  He 
held  his  horse  by  the  bridle,  till  his  two  companions  came  from 
their  concealment,  to  his  assistance.  This  was  the  moment 
which  was  to  decide  the  fate  of  tiie  adjutant  general  of  the  roy- 
al army.  Alarmed  and  disconcerted,  mstead  of  producing  tus 
passport,  be  asked  T^re  they  bel(»^ged  ?  they  replied,  "  To 
below,"  alluding  to  New  York,  '*  And  eo  do  1,"  said  Andre, 
*'  1  am  a  Britidi  officer,  on  urgent  business,  and  mast  not  be 
detained.''  He  was  soon,  however,  undeceived,  and  confound- 
ed on  being  obliged  to  yield  himself  a  prisoner,  and  finding  his 
passport,  though  heviiw  the  authority  of  Arnold's  signature, 
availed  him  nothing.  His  captors  Euspecting  that  they  bad  tak- 
ra  a  valuable  prize,  resolved  to  hold  Dim  in  durance,  and  real- 
ize his  worth.  The  unfortunate  priscoier  now  produced  hia 
gold  watch,  and  said,  "  this  will  ctrnvince  you  that  1  am  a  gat- 
tleman,  and  if  you  will  suffer  me  to  pass,  I  will  send  to  New 
York,  and  give  you  any  amount  you  thall  name,  in  cash,  or  in 
dry  goods  ;""  and,  pointing  to  an  adjacent  wood,  "  you  may 
keep  me  in  that  wood  till  it  shall  be  delivered  to  you."  All 
his  offers,  however,  were  rejected  with  disdain,  and  they 
declared  that  ten  thousand  gumeas,  or  any  other  sum,  would 
be  no  temptation.  It  is  to  their  viHue,  no  ku  gloriovs  to 
America,  than  Arnold's  apestacy  is  di^racefui,  that  his  de- 
testable crimes  are  discovered.  Their  names  are  John 
Paulding,  David  Williams,  and  Isaac  Van  Vert.f  Taking 
their  prisoner  into  the  bushes,  to  undergo  a  search  and  ex- 
amination,  they  found  concealed  in  his  boots,  the  important 
papers,  containu^  exact  returns  of  the  state  of  the  forces, 
ordnance  and  defences  at  West  Point,  and  its  dependencies, 
with  critical  remarks  on  the  works,  with  a  return  of  the 
number  of  troops  at  West  Point,  and  their  distribution  ;  cop- 

*  Eagiiih  goodi  wore,  at  llul  tinis,  more  vahubls  thu  gold  or  nlvM'.  It  hM  la 
geaanl  bMamHlentiMd,  tlut  Andre  oflered  hii  ckpUn  hii  herte,  hu  pano,  and  « 
Tdiuble  witch,  hut  Dr.  Euitii  uaursa  me  thit  the  ibofs  are  the  fucli,  u  ituad 
to  him  by  Iiuc  Vui  Vert,  irho  fint  atopped  Andre. 

t  Congran  roolved  "  That  the*  hue  •  high  eenu  of  the  rirlDOin  mi  pitrioUo 
coadaai  otjakn  PaddiMe,  David  Williona.KiHuiae  Van  Vert,  Id  Leetimon; 
"hereof,  ordered,  that  each  of  ihem  recaive  iinnuill*,  tiro  hundrod  dolUn  ui 
Bpecie.  or  bd  equiTslenl  in  the  enrrenl  moiray  oflheH  Btilei,  during  life,  ind  thtl 
tka  Board  of  Wv  be  directed  la  procure  euh  ofiliem  i  lilver  medal,  on  one>ideaf 
which  ihall  be  a  ghield  wiihthia  inscription,  fTi{<MJy,  uid  on  (heoiher,  the  rollowing 
inollo,  Vincil  amor  Palria,  and  Jorvard  them  lo  the  eoDunander  in  chief,  who  ia 
requeMed  to  present  the  niine  *iih  a  copj  of  Ihis  rexolalion,  and  the  Chanke  of 
Cungieu  lor  tlicir  fidoljly,  and  tho  MnincDl  wrTicR  Mie;  bare  [cndcred  theii  cowiUy, 
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iei  of  confidential  leUan  from  General  Wuhii^oa,  &c.  &e., 
'■Jl  IB  the  baod  writing  of  Geaenl  AnioU.  Beiidea  which, 
ft  it  amcrtained  that  the  traitor  carried  with  him  to  the  io- 
torriew,  a  general  plan  of  Weft  Point  ud  its  Ticinitj',  and 
aU  the  worKB,  and  abo  particular  plew  of  each  work  on  a 
latfe  loale,  elegantly  drafni  \tj  the  eiieinaer  at  that  port. 
But  tbeae  were  not  girea  up  to  Major  Andre,  it  ia  aappmed 
'tiiey  were  to  be  delivered  at  a  future  time.  The  captors 
now  vetj  pn^ierly  delivered  their  prisMier,  with  the  papers 
found  oD  him,  into  the  baoda  of  Lieutenant  Cdond  JamMoo, 
like  cmamandii^;  oficer  on  oar  lines.  Andre,  with  the  view, 
■D  doubt,  of  pring  Arnold  an  opportunity  to  escape,  had  the 
address  to  indnee  Colonel  Jameson  to  inform  the  traitor,  by 
letter,  that  John  Anderson  was  taken  tw  his  way  to  New 
York.  It  is  probable  that  Colonol  Jamesoo  had  not  ezamio. 
«d  the  papers  in  his  possession,  or  it  may  well  be  supposed, 
that  baring  such  ample  eridence  before  him,  ha  would  have 
hesitated  before  complying  with  this  rec|ueit ;  but  unnspi- 
cious  of  treachery,  and  auder  the  embarrassment  of  die  mo- 
ment, as  thou|^  his  mind  was  bewildered,  or  devoid  of  reason, 
he  immediately  despatched  an  express  to  Aniold,  at  Robin- 
,  son's  house,  with  the  intelligence. 

After  sufficient  time  bad  elapsed  for  Arnold  to  receive 
the  information  and  make  his  escape,  Major  Andre  declared 
himself,  to  Colonel  Jameson,  to  be  the  Adjutant  General  of 
the  British  army.  Sensible  of  the  finesse  which  had  been 
practised  on  him,  C^onel  Jameson  now  despatched  an  ex- 
press to  meet  General  Washington,  on  his  return  from  Hart- 
ford to  Arnold's  quarters,  with  an  account  of  the  capture  of 
Major  Andre,  and  the  papers  which  wore  found  on  him,  and 
this  was  accompanied  oy  a  letter  from  the  prisoner  diiclos- 
iw  to  his  Excellency  his  real  character  and  ctmdition,  and 
relating  the  manner  of  his  capture,  &c.  It  unfortunately 
happened  that  the.  express  took  a  different  road  and  missed 
of  meeting  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  Arnold  first  receiv- 
ed the  information  about  ten  o'clock  on  Uie  morning  of  the 
I  Sth  instant.  At  this  moment  Major  Shaw  and  Dr.  Mc- 
Henry,  two  of  his  Excellency's  aids,  had  arrived  and  were 
at  breakfast  at  Arnold's  table.  His  confusion  was  visible, 
but  no  one  could  devise  the  cause.  Struck  with  the  pressii^ 
danger  of  his  situation,  expecting  General  Washington  would 
soon  arrive,  the  guilty  traitor  called  instantly  for  a  "  horse, 
any  one,  even  if  a  vagon  hone," — bid  a  hasty  adieu  to  his 
wife,  and  enjoined  a  positive  order  on  the  messenger  not  to 
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inform  that  be  wu  the  bearer  of  a  letter  from  CdoMl 
JuaesoD,  and  having  repaired  to  his  barge,  he  ordered  the 
cockswain  with  eight  oarunen  to  proceed  donv  the  river, 
ud  he  was  soon  on  board  the  Vulture,  which  Andre  had  left 
tfvo  nights  before,  and  which  immediately  sailed  with  her 
prize  for  New  York.  General  Washington  arrived  about 
twelve  o'clock,  and  was  informed  that  Arnold  had  absented 
himself,  safing  he  was  going  to  West  Point,  and  should  soon 
retorn.  His  Excellency  pEtssed  over  the  river  to  view  the 
works  there,  but  not  finduig  Arnold  at  his  post  he  returned 
in  the  hope  of  meeting  him  at  his  quarters,  fiat  here  be 
was  again  disappointed,  for  no  person  could  account  for  hit 
absence.  Mrs.  Arnold  was  now  in  her  chamber,  in  great 
agitation  and  distress,  deprived  of  her  reason,  and  Dr.  £u»- 
lis  in  attendance.  At  a  lucid  interval  she  inquired  of  the 
doctor  if  General  Washington  was  in  the  bouM,  desiring  to 
■ee  him.  Believing  that  she  intended  to  say  somathinr  which 
would  explain  the  secret  of  Arnold's  unaccountable  absence, 
be  basteited  below,  and  conducted  the  general  to  her  cham- 
ber, who  remained  no  longer  than  to  hear  her  deny  that  be 
was  General  Wadiingtmi,  and  to  witness  the  return  of  ber 
distraction.  His  Excellency  sat  down  to  dine,  but  soon  row 
from  the  table  wiUi  apparent  agitati«i,  called  out  Golooel 
Lamb,  the  commander  of  artillery  at  West  Point,  and  ex- 
pressed to  him  his  suspicion  that  Aniold  had  deserted  to  the 
enemy.  In  less  than  two  hours  it  was  ascertained  that  the 
conjecture  was  too  well  fonndeS,  for  the  despatches  arrived 
from  Colonel  Jameson,  with  an  account  of  the  capture  of 
Major  Andre,  accompanied  by  his  own  letter  of  confession. 
Major  Andre  was  conducted  to  West  Point,  and  thence  to 
head  quarters  at  Tappan,  and  a  board,  consisting  of  four- 
teen general  officers,  is  c(»istituted  and  directed  to  sit  on  the 
39tb  instant,  for  his  trial.  It  was  to  be  expected  that  8ir 
Henry  Clinton,  would  make  every  possible  overture  and  ex- 
ertion with  the  hope  of  rescuing  his  friend,  and  the  atljutant 
general  of  bis  army,  from  an  ignominious  death.  According- 
ly be  addressed  General  Washington,  claimed  the  release  of 
Major  Andre,  alleging  that  be  ought  not  to  be  considered  in 
the  character  of  a  spy,  as  he  had  a  passport  from,  and  was 
transacting  business  under  the  Banction  <^  General  Arnold  ; 
but  arguments  so  obviously  absurd  and  futile  could  have  no 
influence,  and  the  prisoner  was  ordered  before  the  military 
tribunal  for  trial,  and  the  following  are  the  particulars  of 
^heir  proceedings. 
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Major  Andre,  Adjutant  General  to  the  British  nmj,  was 

brought  before  the  board,  and  the  ftJlowing  letter  from 
General  Washii^on  to  the  board,  dated  Head  Quarters, 
Tappan,  September,  29th,  1780,  wu  laid  before  them 
and  read. 

"  Obntlbhen, 

"  Major  Andre,  Adjutant  General  to  the  British  army, 
will  be  brought  before  yon  for  your  examination.  He 
came  within  our  lines  in  the  nigbt,  on  an  interview  with 
Major  General  Arnold,  and  in  an  assumed  character  ;  and 
wu  taken  within  our  lines,  in  a  disguised  habit,  with  a  pass 
nader  a  feigned  name,  and  with  the  enclosed  papers  con- 
cealed on  turn.  After  a  careful  examinatitHi,  yon  will  be 
f  leased  as  speedily  as  possible  to  report  a  precise  state  of 
is  case,  together  with  your  opinion  of  the  light  in  which  he 
ouKfat  to  be  considered,  and  the  punishment  that  ought  to  be 
inflicted.  The  Judge  Advocate  will  attend  to  assist  in  the 
ezammatioD,  who  has  sundiy  other  papers  relative  to  this 
natter,  which  he  will  lay  before  the  Board. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Gentlemen,  your 

most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 
G.  Washimgton. 
To  the  Board  of  Gtnerai  Officers  } 
convened  at  Tappan."         \ 

The  names  of  the  officers  composing  the  Board,  were 
read  to  Major  Andre,  with  the  following  letter  of  his  to 
General  Washington,  namely — 

"  Salem,  24th  September,  1780. 
"Sir, 

**  What  I  have  as  yet  said,  concerning  myself,  was  in  the 
justifiable  attempt  to  be  extricated  ;  I  am  too  little  accus- 
tomed to  duplicity  to  have  succeeded. 

"  I  beg  your  Excellency  will  be  persuaded,  that  no  alter- 
ation in  the  temper  of  my  mind,  or  apprehension  for  my 
safety,  induces  me  to  take  the  step  of  addressing  you,  but 
that  it  is  to  secure  myself  from  an  imputation  of  having  as- 
sumed a  mean  character  for  treacherous  purposes  or  self 
interest — a  conduct  incompatible  with  the  principles  that 
actuated  me,  as  tVell  as  with  my  condition  in  life. 

"  It  is  to  vindicate  my  fame;  that  I  speak,  and  not  lo  soli- 
cit securilv. 
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"Tfae  person  id  your  poseessioii,  is  Major  John  Andre, 
Adjutant  General  to  the  British  army. 

"  The  influence  of  one  commander  in  the  army  of  \xa  ad- 
versary is  an  advantage  taken  in  war.  I  agreed  to  meet  on 
ground  not  within  the  posts  of  either  army,  a  person  who 
was  to  give  me  inteiligence  ;  I  came  up  in  the  Vulture,  man 
of  war,  for  this  effect,  and  was  fetched  by  a  boat  from  the 
shore  to  the  beach.  Being  there,  1  was  told  that  the  ap- 
proach of  day  would  prevent  my  return,  and  that  I  must  be 
concealed  till  the  next  night.  1  was  in  my  regimentals,  and 
had  fairly  risked  my  person. 

"  Against  my  stipulation,  my  intention,  and  without  my 
knowledge  before  hand,  I  was  conducted  within  one  of  your 
posts.  Your  Excellency  may  conceive  my  sensation  on  this 
occasion,  and  will  imagine  how  much  more  I  must  have  be«i 
affected  by  a  refusal  to  reconduct  me  back  the  next  night, 
as  f  had  been  brought.  Thus  become  a  prisoner,  I  had  to 
concert  my  escape.  /  futtled  my  unt/orm,  and  was  passed 
another  way  in  the  night,  without  the  American  posts  to  neu- 
tral ground,  and  informed  I  was  beyond  all  armed  parties  and 
left  to  press  for  New  York.  I  was  taken  at  Tarry  town  by 
some  volunteers. 

"  Thus,  as  1  have  had  the  honor  to  relate,  was  I  betrayed 
into  the  vile  condition  of  an  enemy  in  disguise  within  your 
posts. 

"  Having  avowed  myself  a  British  officer,  I  have  nothing 
to  reveal  but  what  relates  to  myself,  which  is  true  on  the 
honor  of  an  officer  and  a  gentleman. 

"  The  request  I  have  to  make  your  Excellency,  and  I  am 
conscious  I  address  myself  well,  is,  that  in  any  rigor  which 
policy  may  dictate,  a  decency  of  conduct  towards  me,  may 
evince  that  though  unfortunate,  I  am  branded  with  nothing 
dishonorable,  as  no  motive  could  be  mine  but  the  service  of 
my  king,  and  as  I  was  involuntarily  an  impostor. 

"  Another  request  is,  that  I  may  be  permitted  to  write  an 
open  letter  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  another  to  a  friend  for 
lothes  and  linen. 

"  I  take  the  liberty  to  mention  the  condition  of  some  gen- 
tlemen at  Charleston,  who,  being  either  on  parole  or  under 
protection,  were  engaged  in  a  conspiracy  against  us.  Though 
their  situation  is  not  similar,  they  are  objects  who  may  be 
set  in  exchange  for  me,  or  are  persons  whom  the  treatment 
I  receive  might  affect.  ^ 


opi 
clo 
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<'  It  is  BO  leu.  Sir,  'm  a  confidence  in  the  getieroiitf  of 
your  mind,  than  on  account  of  your  luperior  itation,  that  1 
hare  choaen  to  importune  you  with  tliii  letter.  I  have  the 
iKMOor  to  be,  mUi  great  reipect,  Sir,  yovr  Ezcelleocy'i  mMf 
obedieBt  and  moit  humble  servant, 

John  Akdrk,  Adjatant  General. 
flu  Esalimey  Gaural  WMiingtvn,  4%.  4«.  4^." 

and  on  being  aikej  whether  be  confeued  or  denied  the  mat- 
ters contained  ia  tUi  letter,  he  ackaowlet^d  the  letter, 
and  in  addition  slated,  that  he  came  on  sbafefron  the  Vnl- 
ture,  iloop  of  war,  in  theniglU  of  the  Slit  of  September, 
iurtant,  aomewhere  under  the  Haverstraw  Mountain.  Tbat 
the  boat  he  came  on  shore  in  carried  nojiag,  and  tbat  be  had 
m  a  surtoul  coat  orer  hii  regimeDtalt,  ana  that  he  were  his 
•urtoQt  coat  vhea  he  was  takei.  That  he  met  General 
Am^  on  the  Aore,  ad  had  ao  interview  with  him  there- 
He  abo  said,  tbat  when  he  left  the  Vulture,  sloop  of  war,  it 
waa  understood  he  was  to  return  that  night ;  bat  it  was  thea 
doubted,  and  if  he  could  not  return,  be  was  promised  to  be 
eonccobft  on  shore  in  a  place  of  safety  till  the  next  mgkt, 
when  he  was  to  returA  in  the  same  manner  be  came  os 
shore,  and  when  the  nezt  day  came,  he  was  sslicitooi  to  get 
back,  and  made  inquiries  is  the  course  of  the  day  how  he 
should  return,  when  he  was  informed  he  could  not  re- 
turn tbat  way,  and  he  must  take  the  route  he  did  afterwards. 
Ue  also  said,  that  the  first  notice  he  had  of  his  beuig  within 
any  of  onr  potts,  was,  his  being  challenged  by  tbe  sentry, 
which  was  the  first  night  he  was  on  shore.  He  also  said, 
that  in  the  evening  o{  the  23d  of  September,  instant,  he 
passed  King's  ferry,  between  our  posts  of  Stonjf  and  FerpJanfe's 
Poinis,  in  the  dress  he  is  al  present  in,  and  lelach  he  said  uos 
not  his  regimentab,  and  which  dress  he  procured  after  be 
landed  from  the  Vulture,  and  when  he  was  within  ota-poetj 
«ld#bat  he  was  proceeding  to  New  York,  but  was  arrested 
at.'Tarrytown,  as  he  has  mentimtcd  in  bis  latter,  on  Saturday, 
ihe  SSd  of  September,  instant,  about  nine  o'clock  in  the 
momh^. 

The  Board  having  interrogated  Major  Andre  about  his 
conception  of  his  commg  on  shore  under  the  sanction  of  a 
fiaj%  M  said,  that  it  itas  impomble  for  him  to  avppoH  he 
cdifl  on  shore  under  thai  sanction,  and  added,  that  if  he  came 
oaiUkre  under  that  sanctiw,  he  certainly  might  have 
rewpmi  mider  it. 
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Major  Andre  having  acknowledged  the  preceding  facts, 
and  being  asked  whether  he  had  any  thing  to  be;  respecting 
them,  answered,  be  left  them  to  operate  with  the  Board. 

The  examination  of  Major  Andre  being  cimcluded,  he  wu 
remanded  into  custody. 

"  The  Board  having  considered  the  letter  from  his  Excel- 
lency,  General  Washington,  respecting  Major  Andre,  Adju- 
tant General  to  the  British  army,  the  confestion  of  Major 
Andre,  and  the  papers  produced  to  them,  report  to  his  Ek- 
celiency  the  Commander  in  Chief,  the  following  facts,  which 
appear  to  them  relative  to  Major  Andre.  First,  that  he 
came  on  shore  from  the  Vulture,  sloop  of  war,  in  the  night 
of  the  2tst  of  September,  instant,  on  an  interview  with 
General  Arnold,  in  a  private  and  secret  manner.  Secondly, 
that  he  changed  his  dreaa  within  our  lines,  and  under  a  feign- 
ed nam,e,  and  di^uised  habit,  passed  our  works  at  Stony  and 
Verplank's  Points,  in  the  evening  of  the  Hi  of  September, 
instant,  and  was  titken  the  morning  of  the  SBd  of  September, 
at  TarrytowD,  in  a  disgaised  habit,  being  then  on  his  way  to 
New  York  ;  and  when  taken  he  had  in  his  possession  several 
papers  which  contained  intelligence  for  toe  enemy.  The 
Board  having  maturely  ctmsidered  these  facts,  do  also  report 
to  his  Excellency  General  Washington,  that  Major  Andre, 
Adjutant  Genersl  to  the  British  army,  ought  to  be  consid- 
ered as  a  spy  from  the  enemy,  and  thst  agreeably  to  the 
lew  and  usage  of  nations,  it  is  their  opimoabe  ought  to  suffer 
death- 
Signed, 

Nathaniel  Grbbre,  Major  General  and  President. 

Stirlin«,  „  „ 

St.  Claih,  „  „ 

La  Fatette,  „  „ 

R.  Howe,  „  „ 

Steoben,  „  ,, 

Samitel  H.  Parsons,  Brigadier  General. 

James  CLinTon,  „  ,, 

Henry  Knox,  „  „  Artillery^ 

John  Glover,  ^,  ,, 

John  Patbrbon,  ,,  „ 

Edward  Hand,  „  „ 

John  Huntinqton  »>  » 

John  Stark,  „  „  »i 

Joan  Lawrence,  Judge  Adrocats  OeBwd.**.^: 
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"  Htad  Quarters,      ) 
September  SOtky  1780.  { 
"  Tin  ComBunder  in  Chief  approTes  of  the  optnioti  of 
the  Board  of  General  Officers,  respecting  Major  Andre, 
and  orders  that  the  execution  of  Major  Andre  take  place 
tomorrow,  at  fire  o'clock,  p.  h." 

During  the  trial  of  this  unfortonate  officer,  be  conducted 
frith  unexampled  maenaDimitj  and  dignity  of  character.  He 
V6tj  freely  and  candidly  confessed  all  the  circumstances 
relative  to  himself,  and  carefully  avoided  every  exprsMioH 
that  might  have  a  tendency  to  implicate  any  oihar  person. 
So  firm  and  digni&ed  was  he  in  his  manners,  and  so  honorabls 
jb  ell  Us  proceedings  on  this  most'  trying  occssion,  that  he 
excited  nniversal  interest  io  his  favor.  He  requested  only 
to  die  the  death  of  a  soldier  and  not  oo  a  gibbet.  The  fol- 
lowmg  is  a  coiJy  of  a  very  pathetic  letter  from  Major  Aadre 
to  6«ieral  Washugtm,  dated 

"  Tappm,  October  U,  1780. 
"Sib, 

"  Buoyed  above  the  terrors  of  death,  by  the  coDSciousness 
of  a  life  devoted  to  honorable  pursuits,  and  stained  with  no 
action  that  can  give  me  remorse,  I  truat  that  the  request 
I  make  to  your  Excelleocy  at  this  serious  period,  and  which 
is  to  soften  my  last  moments,  vrili  not  be  rejected-  Sympa- 
thy towards  a  soldier  will  surely  induce  your  Excellency, 
and  a  militaiy  tribunal,  to  adapt  the  mode  of  my  death  to 
the  feelings  of  a  man  of  honor.  Let  me  hope.  Sir,  if  aught 
in  my  character  impresses  you  with  esteem  towards  me,  if 
aught  in  my  misfortunes  marks  me  as  the  victim  of  policy, 
and  not  of  resentment,  1  shall  experience  the  operation  of 
these  feelings  in  your  breast  by  being  informed  that  I  am  not 
to  die  on  a  gibbet. 

f  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Excellency's  most 
obedient  and  moat  humble  servant, 

John  Andre,  Adjutant  General 
to  the  British  army. 

This  moving  letter,  as  may  be  supposed,  affected  the 
mind  of  Oeneral  Washington  with  the  tenderest  sympalliy, 
and  it  is  reported  that  he  submitted  it  to  a  council  of  gene- 
ral officers,  who  decided  that  as  Major  Andre  was  con- 
1  M  t  tpjf  the  circumstauces  of  the  case  would  not 
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admit  of  the  request  being  granted,  and  hii  Excellencj,  from 
a  detire  to  spare  the  feelings  of  the  unfortunate  man,  de- 
clined making  a  reply  to  the  letter. 

Camp,  Tappan,  October  IK. — I  went  this  afteroocHi  to 
witness  the  execution  of  Major  Aitdre, — a  large  concourifl 
of  people  bad  assembled,  the  gallows  was  erected,  and  the 
grave  and  coffin  prepared  to  receive  the  remains  of  this 
celebrated  but  unfortunate  officer  ;  but  a  Bag  of  trace  ar- 
rived with  a  communicat!(H>  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  making 
another  and  further  proposals  for  the  release  of  Major  Andre, 
in  consequence  of  which  the  execution  is  postponed  till  to- 
morrow at  twelve  o'clock. 

The  Bag  which  came  out  this  morning  brought  General 
Robertson,  Andrew  Eliot,  and  William  Smith,  Esquires, 
for  the  purpose  of  pleading  for  the  release  of  Major  Andre, 
the  royal  army  being  in  the  greatest  affliction  on  the  occa- 
sion. The  two  latter  gentlemen,  not  being  military  officers, 
were  not  permitted  to  land,  but  General  Greene  was  ap- 
pointed by  his  Excellency  to  meet  General  Robertson  at 
Dobb's  ferry,  and  to  receive  his  communications.  He  had 
nothing  material  to  urge  but  that  Andre  had  come  on  shore 
under  the  sanction  of  a  flag,  and  therefore  could  not  be  con- 
sidered as  a  spy.  But  this  is  not  true  ;  he  came  on  shore 
in  the  night  and  had  no  flag,  on  business  totally  incompatible 
with  the  nature  of  a  Bag.  Besides,  Andre  himself,  candidly 
CMifessed  on  his  trial,  that  he  did  not  consider  himself  under 
the  sanction  of  a  flag.  General  Robertson,  having  failed  in 
his  point,  requested  that  the  opinion  of  disinterested  per. 
sons  might  be  taken,  and  proposed  Generals  Knyphausen,  of 
the  British  army,  and  Rocnambeau,  of  the  French  army,  as 
proper  persons.  After  this  he  bad  recourse  to  threats  of 
retaliation  on  some  people  in  New  York  and  Charleston,  but 
he  was  told  that  such  conversation  could  neither  be  heard 
nor  understood.  He  next  urged  the  release  of  Andre  oo 
motives  of  humanity,  saying  he  wished  an  intercourse  of  such  - 
civilities  as  might  lessen  the  horrors  of  war,  and  cited  in- 
stances of  General  Clinton's  merciful  disposition,  adding  that 
Andre  possessed  a  great  share  of  that  gentleman's  afi'ection 
and  esteem,  and  that  he  would  be  infinitely  obliged  if  he 
was  spared.  He  ofl'ered,  that  if  bis  earnest  wishes  were 
complied  with,  to  engage  that  any  prisoner  in  their  posses- 
sion, whom  General  Washington  might  name,  should  imme- 
diately be  set  at  liberty.  But  it  must  he  viewed  as  the 
height  of  absurdity  that  Gmeral  Robertson  should,  on  this 
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occasion,  rafffir  himielf  to  be  the  bearer  of  a  letter  which 
the  vile  traitor  had  the  coosummate  effrontery  to  write  to 
OeDcrai  Washington.  This  insolent  letter  ii  filled  with 
threats  of  retaliation,  and  the  accountability  of  his  Escel- 
lODCy  for  the  torrents  of  blood  that  might  be  spilt  if  he 
should  order  the  execution  of  Major  Andre.  Ii  should  seem 
impossible  that  General  Robertson  could  suppose  that  such 
iuolence  would  receive  any  other  treatment  than  utter  con- 
tempt. 

October  2d. — Major  Andre  is  no  more  among  the  living. 
I  have  just  witnessed  his  exit.  It  was  a  tragical  scene  of 
the  deepest  interest.  During  his  confinement  and  trial,  he 
exhibited  those  proud  and  elevated  sensibilities  which  design 
nate  greatness  and  dignity  of  mind.  Not  a  murmur  or  a 
ai^  ever  escaped  bim,  and  the  civilities  and  attentimis  be* 
■towed  OD  him  were  politely  acknowledged.  Having  left 
a  mother  and  two  sisters  in  England,  he  was  heard  to  men- 
tion them  in  terms  of  the  tenderest  affection,  and  in  his  let- 
ter to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  be  recommends  them  to  his  parti- 
«alar  attention. 

The  principal  guard  officer  who  was  constantly  in  the 
room  with  the  prisoner,  relates  that  when  the  hour  of  his 
execution  was  announced  to  him  in  the  morning,  be  received 
it  without  emotion,  and  while  all  present  were  affected  with 
silent  gloom,  he  retained  a  firm  countenance,  with  calmness 
end  composure  of  mind.  Observing  his  servant  enter  the 
room  in  tears,  he  exclaimed,  "  Leave  me  till  you  can  show 
yourself  more  manly."  His  breakfast  being  sent  to  him 
from  the  table  of  General  Washington,  which  had  been  done 
every  day  of  his  confinement,  he  partook  of  it  as  usual,  and 
having  shaved  and  dressed  himself,  he  placed  his  hat  on  the 
table,  and  cheerfully  said  to  the  guard  officers,  "  I  am  ready 
at  any  moment,  gentlemen,  to  wait  on  you."  The  fatal  hour 
having  arrived,  a  large  detachment  of  troops  was  paraded, 
end  an  immense  concourse  of  people  assembled  ;  almost  all 
our  general  and  field  officers,  excepting  bis  Excellency  and 
his  staff,  were  present  on  horseback  ;  melancholy  and  gloom 
pervaded  all  ranks,  and  the  scene  was  affect  ingly  awful.  I 
was  so  near  during  the  solemn  march  to  the  fatal  spot,  as  to 
observe  every  movement,  and  participate  in  every  emotion 
which  the  melancholy  scene  was  calculated  to  produce. 
Major  Andre  walked  from  the  stone  house,  in  which  he  bad 
been  confined,  between  two  of  our  subaltern  officers,  arm  ia 
ann ;  the  eyes  of  the  immense  multitude  were  fixed  on  biuj 
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who,  rising  superior  to  the  fears  of  death,  appeared  as  if 
conscious  of  the  di^ified  deportment  which  he  displayed. 
He  betrayed  no  want  of  fortitude,  but  retained  a  complacent 
amile  on  bis  countenance,  and  politely  bowed  to  several  gen- 
tlemen whom  he  knew,  which  was  respectfully  returned. 
It  was  his  earnest  desire  to  be  shot,  as  being  the  mode  of 
death  most  conformable  to  the  feelings  of  a  military  man, 
and  he  had  indulged  the  hope  that  his  request  would  be 
granted-  At  the  moment,  therefore,  when  suddenly  he  came 
in  view  of  the  gallows,  he  involuntarily  started  backward, 
and  made  a  pause.  **  Why  this  emotion.  Sir,"  said  an  offi* 
cer  by  his  side  ?  Instantly  recovering  his  composure,  he 
said,  "  I  am  reconciled  to  my  death,  but  I  detest  the 
mode."  While  waiting  and  standing  near  the  gallows,  I  ob- 
served some  degree  of  trepidation ;  placing  bis  foot  on  a 
stone,  and  rolling  it  over,  and  choking  in  his  throat,  as  if  at- 
tempting to  swallow.  So  soon,  however,  as  he  perceived 
that  things  were  in  readiness,  he  stepped  quickly  into  the 
wagon,  and  at  this  moment  he  appeared  to  shrink,  but  m- 
stantly  elevating  his  head  with  firmness,  he  said,  *'  It  will 
be  but  a  momentary  pang,"  and  taking  from  his  pocket  two 
white  handkerchiefs,  the  provost  marshal  with  one,  loosely 
pinioned  his  arms,  and  with  the  other,  the  victim,  after  tak- 
ing off  his  hat  and  stock,  bandaged  bis  own  eyes  with  perfect 
firmness,  which  melted  the  hearts,  and  moistened  the  cheeks, 
not  only  of  his  servant,  but  of  the  throng  of  spectators.  The 
rope  being  appended  to  the  gallows,  he,  slipped  the  noose 
over  his  head  and  adjusted  it  to  his  neck,  without  the  assist- 
ance of  the  awkward  executibner.  Colonel  Scammel  now 
informed  him  that  he  bad  an  opportunity  to  speak,  if  be  de- 
sired it ;  he  raised  the  handkerchief  from  bis  eyes,  and  said, 
"  I  pray  you  to  bear  me  witness  that  I  meet  my  fate  like  a 
brave  man."  The  wagon  being  now  removed  from  under 
him,  he  was  suspended  and  instantly  expired  ;  it  pioved  in- 
deed "but  a  momentary  pang."  He  was  dressed  in  hia 
royal  regimentals  and  boots,  and  his  remains,  in  the  same 
dress,  were  placed  in  an  ordinary  coffin,  and  interred  at  the 
foot  of  the  gallows  ;  and  the  spot  was  consecrated  by  the 
tears  of  thousands.  Thus  died  in  the  bloom  of  life,  the  ac-  . 
complished  Major  Andre,  the  pride  of  the  royal  army,  and 
the  valued  friend  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton.  He  'was  about 
twenty-nine  years  of  age,  in  his  person  well  pro])ortioned, 
tall,  genteel  and  graceful ;  his  mien  respectable  and  digni- 
fied ;   his  countenance  mild,  expressive  and  prepossessing, 
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iodicatiTe  of  an  inteUinnt  and  uniable  mbd.  His  taloU 
are  Mtd  to  have  been  of  a  luperior  oaat,  and  being  cuitivated 
IB  early  life,  be  had  made  very  couiderable  proficiency  is 
literary  attainnteDt*.  Colonel  Hamiltoo,  aid  de  camp  te 
General  Waihii^ton,  havii^  had  ao  interview  with  bin,  en- 
tertains an  exalted  opinion  of  bu  character.  In  the  line  of 
his  profession,  Maiw  Andre  wai  considered  as  a  sldlful, 
brave  and  cnteqiriBing  officer,  and  he  is  reported  to  have 
been  benevolent  and  humane  to  our  pec^Ie  vrao  have  been 
prisoners  in  New  Yoric.  Military  glory  was  the  main  spring 
of  his  actions,  and  the  side  object  of  his  pursuits,  and  be 
was  advancii^  rapidly  in  the  gratifleUion  of  his  ambiti(«s 
views,  till  by  a  misguided  zeal  be  became  a  devoted  victim. 
He  ei^oyed  the  confidence  and  friendship  of  Sir  Henry 
CUnton,  beug  consulted  in  bis  counsels  and  admitted  to  the 
secrets  of  his  cabinet.  The  heart  ei  sensibility  monma 
when  a  life  of  so  much  worth  is  sacrificed  on  a  gibbet 
Oeneral  Washington  was  called  to  discbaree  a  duty  from 
which  his  soul  revolted  ;  and  it  is  asserted  that  hu  hand 
eonid  scarcely  command  bis  pen,  when  signing  the  warrant 
for  the  execution  of  Major  Andre.  But,  however  abhorrent 
in  the  view  of  bumanity,  the  laws  and  usages  of  war  must 
be  obiyed,  and  in  all  armies  it  is  decreed,  that  the  gallows 
shall  be  the  fate  of  spies  from  the  enemy.  It  was  univer- 
sally desired  that  Major  Andre  should  experience  every  pos- 
sible favor  and  indulgence,  consistent  with  his  peculiar 
circumstances,  but  it  was  well  considered,  that  should  he 
be  indulged  in  bis  request  to  be  shot,  it  would  imply  that 
bis  case  admitted  of  extenuation,  and  it  might  be  doubted 
whether  injustice  he  ought  to  be  convicted  as  a  spy.  The 
British  general  himself  has  not  hesitated  to  execute  several 

Kersons  of  the  same  description  sent  from  our  army  into 
Few  York.*    Could  Arnold  have  been  luspended  on  the 

•  IE  ii  <ntb  the  hijIiMt  itgtM  of  aUiaSuTtion,  Ihit  I  un  an^od  to  copr  Ibc  fbl- 
Iwng  intsmtiu  namliTB,  TOBcbsd  bf  Hiyw  Oonnl  Hnll,  of  NawUa,  from 
Hamiih  AdoBu'  Bialory  oT  Htm  Englaod.  Let  ths  m^ar  dnw  tin  ■triki^  cdD- 
Irut  batmoD  the  conduct  or  Uw  ronJiiU  uid  tbt  Amrieaa,  on  ui  odcuob 
whars  iba  dulia  of  faiuBuiljr  ind  inBTolMKa,  ware  OTnll;  vul  inpwioaily  da- 

>■  Tha  reirait  of  Gonsral  WtAington,  loft  the  Britiib  in  i»oq>l*to  poweirBn  of 
LoKfl  Iitand.  Wh*I  would  ba  their  fblars  opcnlion*,  remuoed  ODcartun.  To 
dbUiu  icfennation  of  their  aitu&tion,  their  Mnigth,  uul  futura  amaaeatt,  wu  of 
hi^  hoporUiwe.  For  Ihii  puipciM,  Oeneral  WMhinitoD  applifd  to  Colonel 
Knowlton,  who  eommuided  a  regintaat  of  light  inhntr;,  wbkh  bnaai  the  Tin  of 
the  Amarican  ariDj,  and  deond  mm  to  adi^  mbm  Bode  oif  gwi^nf  tha  iii  i  mmj 
iofaBiticD.    Colwi*!  Knowlton  conaBanicUod  thia  raqoMI  la  Capitin  Hil>.  of 
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ribbet  erected  for  Andre,  not  a  tear  or  a  sigh  would  hare 
been  produced,  but  exultation  and  joy  would  nave  been  vui- 
ble  00  ererr  countenance.  But  General  CJinton  suffers  the 
vile  and  infamous  traitor  to  elude  the  hand  of  justice,  and 
eren  bestows  on  him  a  reward  for  his  cr^me-     It  may  per- 

Connselicai,  wfao  wu  then  ■  cuuia  in  hii  ragiiiMiil.  lliii  joong  officer,  mnimkt- 
ed  b7  1  waat  at  dulf ,  aai  comuariBg  tkat  an  eppwtnuty  preMnlM  itMlf  br  iriusli 
tae  mi^t  ba  maliil  tohucsoalrf,  ■tonoa  oSand  himMir  a  lahinuarfai  ibia  uianl- 
«■■  •ervica.  He  paiaad  Id  diipiiaa  u>  Lonj  Iiland,  exammad  everr  part  of  Uie 
fritUi  ansj,  aiid  obtainad  tin  beat  powbia  inioniiatiDD  reqiaeling  tbair  litoatioD 
aad  fiKwa  nparatioBs. 

"  In  hii  aucmpt  to  retun,  ka  waa  afpreheadad,  carried  before  Sir  William  Howe, 
■Bd  Ifae  proof  of  hit  object  waa  ao  clear,  that  be  fraskJ;  ackDowledged  who  be  wat, 
aad  what  wets  hii  nawi. 

"  Sir  Willia  Howe  at  oBce  gaie  an  order  to  the  proroal  mafahal  to  Biecute  him 
Uie  next  norning. 

"  The  order  mi  aoconlinglr  eucotad  in  a  Boat  onfeeting  manner,  and  bj  ii 
great  a  wraga  aa  ever  diafnoad  haniaiulj.  A  claigjrDiaii,  whoaa  atteadaaoe  ha 
oeaired,  via  rafbaed  him  ;  a  bibie  lor  a  mooHfiit^a  dorotioo  waa  Dot  procured,  tbouj^ 
he  requealed  it.  Latten,  irtieh  <»  the  momiiu  of  hie  aiecntioD,  be  wrote  to  Ua 
■toUwr,  aod  other  liiaidi,  waredaatrofed:  and  Uiit  wj  eilraordinarj  reaaon  (iran 
by  ibe  promat  manhal,  ■  that  the  rebel)  ^ould  Dot  know  that  the;  had  a  man  in 
their  army  who  could  <fie  with  lo  much  firmneM.' 

"  ITDkoawa  l«  til  trotwd  him,  witlioul  a  aingta  (Hend  lo  offer  bim  the  leaat  e«A- 
BoUlion,  Ihoa  (all  •■  aoiaUa  and  ii  woithT  a  jaung  man  ai  America  could  boaati 
irith  thii  aa  hia  dying  obaarrMion,  ■  that  be  only  lamented  bo  had  but  one  lift)  to 
hiae  £>  hit  coaatrj.'     Bow  tapenor  to  the  dymg  wordi  of  Andre.     Tboogh  tiM 

gion,  yet  there  cannot  be  ■  quettion  but  that  the  lenience  WM  conformable  to  the 
ndaa  of  far,  and  the  pnctioe  of  nationa  in  limilar  ciaet.  ( 

It  it,  boHarar,  a  jwtioa  due  lo  the  character  of  Captain  Hale,  to  obterre,  that  hia 
motiiea  Ibr  engaging  in  tliii  aenrice  were  entirely  diSerent  from  thoie  which  gena- 
railj  inRnenee  oUieri  in  rimilir  circumttancei.  "  Neither  aipactalioo  of  promo- 
tioB  Bar  padoiary  r«ward,  induced  turn  la  thia  attompt.  A  ■eoae  of  duty,  a  hope 
that  he  inight  in  tliii  way  be  uaeful  lo  tiia  coUDiiy,  aod  an  opinion  which  he  had 
adopiad,  that  e^ery  hind  of  Hrrice  oeceasuy  lo  the  pablic  sood,  became  honorablo 
by  baiag  Decaaaary,  were  the  great  noUTOa  which  induced  tiun  to  eogage  in  an  an- 
tarpriae,  by  which  hia  connaiiona  toat  a  moat  amiable  friend,  aad  hii  country  ona  of 


aach  a  character,  in  th*  flowar  of  youth,  cheeriully  treading  in  the  nwat 
,iBdki,  rufcaneed  by  the  pureat  intention!,  and  only  emolouB  to  do  good  to 
hia  Gouob'y,  wilhoal  the  inputfttion  of  a  crime,  Wl  a  riclim  lo  policy,  mail  Iwro 
been  woondini  to  the  laelingt  nta  of  hia  enemiei. 

"  flhonld  a  conpariien  be  drawa  between  Jtltjot  Andre  and  Captain  Hale,  iq*>- 
tiea  would  ba  done  to  the  latter,  ahoutd  he  not  ba  placed  on  an  aqiial  aTDond  with 
tiw  Smner.  Whiiat  a^oat  tntij  hiatorian  of  the  reToIulion,  hit  celebrated  the 
Tirtoea  aad  lameolad  the  ble  of  Andre,  Halt  kat  muatud  vmoUttd,  and  it  it 


"  To  tiia  memory  of  Andre,  hia  ooontrT  hat  erected  the  moat  magnificeDl  atona- 
■lenla,  and  beatowadonhiafi^ily  the  highettbooora  and  nuatlibenl cewarda,  *Ta    * 
the  menory  of  Hale  not  a  itoBO  nai  been  areated,  dot  an  inacr^tioa  to  proMrae  hit 
aabae  from  iunlt."* 

*  la  the  aoltmu  of  USl,  the  remaina  of  Hijor  Andre  were  dinnterred,  and 
traaaportad  lo  England.  Two  coder  treat  which  grew  onthograre  of  Andre,  were 
forwarded  with  liit  bonti.    Tli^  root!  bad  warp^  thnwelret  round  the  akuU  bw* 
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h»ps  be  an^flted,  tliat  in  the  laat  act  of  his  life  Major  Andre 
derogated  from  his  character  and  itation.  That  the  laurels 
to  adora  the  hrow  of  a  soldier,  can  only  be  acquired  in  the 
field  of  battle,  and  not  by  encouraging  acta  of  treason,  by 
bribery  and  corruption.  Surprize  and  stratagem,  it  is  welt 
known,  constitute  a  valuable  part  of  the  art  of  war,  by  which 
many  important  objects  are  effected,  and  by  some  it  is  said, 
that  when  acts  of  treason  are  practised,  the  infamy  devolves 
on  the  head  of  the  traitors  aloue.  In  the  present  instance, 
it  is  supposed  that  Arnold  made  the  first  overture.  It  if 
well  understood  that  Sir  Henry  Clinton  enjoined  it  on  Andre, 
to  transact  the  business  on  board  the  Vulture,  and  it  was  bis 
own  determtnatiiHi  not  to  land  on  our  shore  ;  but  snch  was 
the  management  of  Arnold,  and  his  confederate  Smith,  that 
he  was  actually  compelled,  contrary  to  his  own  judgment 
and  intention,  to  come  within  our  lines,  and  this  circumstance 
alone  placed  him  in  the  character  of  a  common  spy.  The 
Commander  in  Chief  was  generously  disposed  to  compas- 
sionate  his  unhappy  condition,  and  to  soothe  and  mitigate  bis 
sorrow,  and  every  officer  in  the  army  was  actuated  by  feel- 
ings of  sympathy  and  tenderness  towards  him.  The  base 
and  perfidious  Arnold  is  held  in  the  utmost  abhorrence  and 
detestation  throughout  our  army,  and  his   person,  with  the 

§arrison  at  West  Point  into  the  bargain,  would  have  been  a. 
ear  purchase  Jo  Sir  Heory  for  the  life  of  his  valuable  friend 
and  adjutant  general. 

West  Point  is  now  become  a  very  celebrated  and  memor- 
able spot,  by  the  attempt  of  the  royal  general  to  obtain  pos- 
session of  it  through  the  defection  and  treachery  of  one  of 
our  officers,  and  the  defeat  of  the  conspiracy.  Arnold  was 
well  apprised  of  its  importance,  and  it  was  obviously  his  de- 
sign to  strike  a  fatal  blow  to  the  cause  of  his  native  country, 
and  it  was  his  intention  that  it  should  cost  the  British  nothing 
more  than  the  price  of  his  own  villany  and  treason.  He  had 
actually  removed  a  New  York  regiment  from  the  point  to 
the  plain  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  and  sent  off  a  number 
of  soldiers  from  the  garrison  to  cut  wood  at  a  distance,  and 
disposed  and  arranged  the  remaining  troops  in  such  manner 
that  little  or  no  opposition  could  have  been  made,  and  en  im- 
mediate  surrender  would  have  been  inevitable,  or  our  troops 
must  have  fallen  a  sacrifice.  Deplorable  indeed  would  have 
been  the  event,  the  loss  of  this  highly  important  garrison 
with  some  of  our  best  officers  and  men,  the  immense  quan- 
tity of  ordoanca  and  military  stores,  together  with  the  pro- 
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digious  pasic  an^  gloom  which  at  thii  critical  period  muvt 
have  pervaded  Ihe  whole  people,  could  scarcely  have  failed 
of  being  productive  of  consequences  overwhelming  the  phy- 
sical powers  and  energies  of  our  country.  But  we  are  saved 
by  a  niracie,  aad  we  are  confounded  in  awful  aitoniihment. 
In  a  private  letter  General  Washington  thus  expresses  him- 
self,  respecting  this  transaction.  "  In  no  instance  since  the 
commencement  of  the  war  has  the  interposition  of  Provi* 
deoce  appeared  more  remarkably  conspicuous  than  in  the 
rescue  of  the  post  and  garrison  at  West  Point.  How  far 
Arnold  meant  to  involve  me  in  the  catastrophe  of  this  place, 
does  not  appear  by  any  indubitable  evidence,  and  I  am  rather 
inclined  to  think  he  did  not  wish  to  hazard  the  more  import- 
ant object,  by  attempting  to  combine  two  events,  the  lesser 
of  which  might  have  marred  the  greater.  A  combination  of 
extraordinary  circumstances,  and  unaccountable  deprivation 
of  presence  of  mind  in  a  man  of  the  first  abilities,  and  the 
virtue  of  three  militia  men,  threw  the  adjutant  general  of 
the  British  forces,  with  full  proof  of  Arnold's  intention,  into 
our  hands,  and  but  for  the  egregious  folly  or  the  beivildered 
conception  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jameson,  who  seemed  lost 
in  astonishment,  and  not  to  have  known  what  he  was  doing,  I 
should  undoubtedly  have  gotten  Arnold.  Andre  has  met  hit 
fate,  and  with  that  fortitude  which  was  to  be  expected  from 
an  accomplished  man  and  a  gallant  officer  ;  but  I  mi.stake  if 
Arnold  is  suffering  at  this  time  the  torments  of  a  mental  hell. 
He  wants  feeling.  From  some  traits  of  his  character  which 
have  lately  come  to  my  knowledge,  be  seems  to  have  been 
sohacknied  in  crime,  so  lost  to  all  sense  of  honour  and  shame, 
that  while  his  faculties  still  enable  him  to  continue  his  sor- 
did pursuits,  there  will  be  no  time  for  remorse." 

For  the  sake  of  human  nature,  it  were  to  be  wished  that 
a  veil  could  he  forever  thrown  over  so  vile  an  example  of 
depravity  and  wickedness.  Traitor  !  you  never  can  know 
the  precious  enjoyment  of  a  quiet  conscience  !  While  you 
sleep,  your  heart  must  be  awake,  and  the  voice  of  Andre 
must  thrill  throngh  your  very  soul.  Though  you  may  consola 
yourself  that  you  have  escaped  the  gallows,  a  consciousneu 
of  your  crimes  and  the  infamy  and  contempt  which  will 
forever  await  you,  must  incessantly  harrow  and  torment 
your  spirit,  rendering  you  of  all  villams,  the  most  wretch- 
ed and  miserable.  The  only  atonement  in  your  power  to 
alleviate  your  poignant  mental  misery,  ■■  a  humble  and 
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bapi  be  la^Bted,  that  in  the  la^t  act  of  his  life  Major  Andre 
derogated  from  his  character  aod  atation.  That  the  laurels 
to  adora  the  brow  of  a  soldier,  can  only  be  acquired  in  the 
field  of  battle,  and  uot  by  encourafinf  acts  of  treason,  by 
bribery  and  corruption.  Surprize  and  stratagem,  it  is  well 
known,  constitute  a  valuable  part  of  the  art  of  war,  by  which 
many  important  objects  are  effected,  and  by  some  it  is  said, 
that  when  acts  of  treason  are  practised,  the  infamy  devolves 
on  the  head  of  the  traitors  aloue.  In  the  present  instance, 
it  is  supposed  that  Arnold  made  the  iirst  overture-  It  is 
well  understood  that  Sir  Henr7  Clinton  enjoined  it  on  Audrey 
to  transact  the  business  on  board  the  Vulture,  and  it  was  bis 
own  determination  not  to  land  on  our  shore  ;  but  such  was 
the  management  of  Arnold,  and  his  confederate  Smith,  that 
be  was  actually  compelled,  contrary  to  his  own  judgment 
and  intention,  to  come  within  our  lines,  and  this  circumstance 
alone  placed  him  in  the  character  of  a  common  spy.  The 
Commander  in  Chief  was  generously  disposed  to  compas- 
sionate his  unhappy  condition,  and  to  soothe  and  mitigate  his 
sorrow,  and  every  officer  in  the  army  was  actuated  by  feel- 
ings of  sympathy  and  tenderness  towards  him.  The  base 
and  perfidious  Arnold  is  held  in  the  utmost  abhorrence  and 
detestation  throughout  our  army,  and  his  person,  with  the 
garrison  at  West  Point  into  the  bargain,  would  have  been  a, 
dear  purchase  Jo  Sir  Henry  for  the  life  of  bis  valuable  friend 
and  adjutant  general. 

West  Point  is  now  become  a  very  celebrated  and  memor- 
able spot,  by  the  attempt  of  the  royal  general  to  obtain  pos- 
session of  it  through  the  defection  and  treachery  of  one  of 
our  officers,  and  the  defeat  of  the  conspiracy.  Arnold  was 
well  apprised  of  its  importance,  and  it  was  obviously  his  de- 
sign to  strike  a  fatal  blow  to  the  cause  of  his  native  country, 
and  it  was  bis  Intention  that  it  should  cost  the  British  nothing 
more  than  the  price  of  his  own  villany  and  treason.  He  had 
actually  removed  a  New  York  regiment  from  the  point  to 
the  plain  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  and  sent  off  a  number 
of  soldiers  from  the  garrison  to  cut  wood  at  a  distance,  and 
disposed  and  arranged  the  remaining  troops  in  such  manner 
that  little  or  no  opposition  could  have  been  made,  and  an  im- 
mediate surrender  would  have  been  inevitable,  or  our  troops 
must  have  fallen  a  sacrifice.  Deplorable  indeed  would  have 
been  the  event,  the  loss  of  this  highly  important  garrison 
with  some  of  our  best  officers  and  men,  the  immense  (juan- 
tity  of  ordnanotf  and  military  stores,  together  with  the  pro- 
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digious  panic  and  gloom  which  at  this  critical  period  must 
have  pervaded  the  whole  people,  could  scarcely  have  Tailed 
of  being  productive  of  consequences  overwhelming  the  phy^ 
sical  powera  and  energies  of  our  countiy.  But  we  are  saved 
by  a  mirackj  tad  we  are  confounded  in  awful  astonishment. 
In  a  private  letter  General  Washington  thus  expresses  hint* 
self)  respecting  this  transaction.  ^^  In  no  instance  since  the 
coBiinenceinent  of  the  war  has  the  interposition  of  Provi* 
dence  appeared  more  remarkably  conspicuous  than  in  the 
rescue  of  the  post  and  garrison  at  West  Point.  How  far 
Arnold  meant  to  involve  me  in  the  catastrophe  of  this  place, 
does  not  appear  by  any  indubitable  evidence,  and  I  am  rather 
inclined  to  think  he  did  not  wish  to  hazard  the  more  import- 
ant object,  by  attempting  to  combine  two  events,  the  lesser 
of  which  might  have  marred  the  greater.  A  combination  of 
extraordinary  circumstances,  and  unaccountable  deprivation 
of  presence  of  mind  in  a  man  of  the  first  abilities,  and  the 
virtue  of  three  militia  men,  threw  the  adjutant  general  of 
the  British  forces,  with  full  proof  of  Arnold's  intention,  into 
our  hands,  and  but  for  the  egregious  folly  or  the  bewildered 
conception  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jameson,  who  seemed  lost 

:  in  astonishment,  and  not  to  have  know^n  what  he  was  doing,  I 

^  should  undoubtedly  have  gotten  Arnold.     Andre  has  met  bis 

fate,  and  with  that  fortitude  which  was  to  be  expected  from 
an  accomplished  man  and  a  gallant  officer  ;  but  I  mistake  if 
Arnold  is  suffering  at  this  time  the  torments  of  a  mental  hell. 
He  wants  feeling.  From  some  traits  of  his  character  which 
have  lately  come  to  my  knowledge,  he  seems  to  have  been 
so  hacknied  in  crime,  so  lost  to  all  sense  of  honour  and  shame, 

.  that  while  his  faculties  still   enable  him  to  continue  his  sor* 

did  pupsuits,  there  will  be  no  time  for  remorse." 

For  the  sake  of  human  nature,  it  were  to  be  wished  that 
a  veil  could  be  forever  thrown  over  so  vile  an  example  of 
depravity  and  wickedness.  Traitor  !  you  never  can  know 
the  precious  enjoyment  of  a  quiet  conscience  !  While  you 
sleep,  your  heart  must  be  awake,  and  the  voice  of  Andre 
must  thrill  through  your  very  soul.  Though  you  may  console 
yourself  that  you  have  escaped  the  gallows,  a  consciousncM 
of  your  crimes  and  the   infamy  and  contempt  which  will 

f  forever  await  you,   must  incessantly  harrow  and  torment 

your  spirit,  rendering  you  of  all  villains,  the  most  wretch- 
ed and  miserable.  The  only  atonement  in  your  power  to 
alleviate  your  poignant  mental   misery,   is  a  bumble  and 

29 
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hearty  confeiiion,  and  to  implore  in  sincerity  the  forgiveness 
of  Heaven  !• 

'  Camp,  ff^est  Point,  October  lOth. — Our  brigade,  and  three 
others,  decamped  from  Orangetown  on  the  7th  instant.  Oar 
tents  and  baggage  were  sent  up  the  Hudson  in  boats,  and  we 
took  our  route  through  the  highlands.  The  road  was  almost 
impassable  through  a  thick  wood  and  over  high  mountains, 
constantly  intersected  by  prodigious  rocks,  running  brooks 
and  deep  vallies.  We  arrived  at  West  Point  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  8th,  distance  thirty-two  miles  ;  the  troops  much 
fatigued  and  our  tents  not  arrived,  took  our  sleep  for  the 
night  on  the  ground  in  the  woods,  and  on  the  9th,  encamped 
on  the  plain,  near  the  banks  of  the  river.  General  Greene 
Is  now  commander  of  this  garrison,  and  good  order  takes 
place  of  the  confusion  occasioned  by  Arnold's  elopement. 

Joshua  Smith,  Esquire,  the  confederate  of  Arnold,  has 
been  tried  by  a  court  martial,"  of  which  Colonel  Henry 
Jackson  was  president  ;  the  evidence  against  him  and  his 
own  confession  go  to  prove  that  he  went  on  board  the  Vul- 
ture, in  the  night,  and  brought  on  shore  a  gentleman  who  was 
called  John  Anderson,  to  have  an  interview  with  General 
Arnold,  that  he  secreted  him  in  his  house,  furnished  bim  with 
a  horse  and  change  of  clothes,  and  that  he  accompanied  him 
through  our  outposts,  and  directed  him  into  the  proper  road 
to  New  York.  All  this,  he  pleads  in  his  ilefeuce,  was  by 
the  express  desire  of  General  Arnold,  who  assured  him  that 
his  object  was  to  obtain  some  important  intelligence  from 
New  York,  which  would  be  highly  advantageous  to  the  pub- 
lic interest.  He  considered  himself,  therefore,  in  the  cha- 
racter of  a  confidential  agent  in  the  employment  of  Arnold, 
without  suspicion  of  treasonable  conduct  in  this  officer.  This 
pretence  is  plausible,  and  it  his  good  fortune  that  no  positive 
evidence  could  be  produced  to  countervail  his  assertions. 
Though  his  actions  appear  criminal,  yet  it  is  possible  his  mo- 
tives and  views  may  have  been  laudable.  The  want  of  positive 
evidence,  therefore,  of  his  criminality,  prevented  his  convic- 
tion ;  but  so  strong  was  the  circumstantial  pi  oof  of  his  guilt, 
that  it  was  deemed  proper  that  he  should  be  kept  in  confine- 
ment. Being  seized  with  indisposition,  from  apprehension 
and  anxiety  of  mind,  I  was  requested  to  visit  him  in  his  prison. 
I  found  him  very  conversable,  and  he  immediately  entertain- 
ed me  with  a  relation  of  the  particular  circumstances  of  his 

*  Btv  Ibe  cbwocWr  of  Arnold,  in  the  Appondji. 
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caie,'  which  agreed  subitantially  with  the  above  statement. 
He  promised  to  show  me  bis  written  defence,  produced  at 
his  triai,  but  no  future  opportunity  occurred.  He  pretended 
that  it  was  unjust  and  cruel  that  be  should  be  deprived  of  bis 
liberty,  when  no  evidence  of  guilt  could  be  produced  against 
him.  '  He  was  soon  removed  to  some  prison  in  the  country,* 
after  which  his  lady  arrived,  expecting  to  find  him  here.  1 
received  a  polite  billet,  requesting  I  would  wait  on  her'at 
the  house  of  my  friend  Major  Bowman,  where  I  was  intro- 
duced to  her  and  to  Mrs.  B.  and  her  daughter,  with  whom 
I  took  tea  and  spent  the  evening,  Mrs.  Smith  was  griev- 
ously disappointed  that  her  husband  was  removed  ;  she  was 
very  solicitous  to  be  informed  of  the  particular  circum- 
stances which  attended  him  in  his  illness,  and  whether  he 
was  dejected  in  spirits,  and  politely  thanked  me  for  my 
attention  to  him.-  She  appears  to  be  an  accomplished  and 
interesting  woman,  hut  is  in  much  distress  for  the  fate  of  her 
husband.  She  could  not  conceal  her  natural  partiality  and 
bias  in  his  favor,  and  would  willingly  have  left  the  impres- 
sion which  Arnold  wished  to  make,  when  in  his  letter  to 
General  Washington,  he  says  of  his  wife,  "  she  is  as  good, 
and  as  innocent  as  an  angel,  and  is  incapable  of  doing  wrong." 

\5lli. — 1  have  just  returned  from  Orangetown,  in  company 
with  Captain  Hunt,  of  our  regiment,  where  I  was  called  to 
visit  his  brother,  who  was  left  sick  when  we  marched  from  that 
place.  We  dmed  with  doctors  Eustis  and  Townsend,  at  the 
hospital  on  our  way,  and  with  Captain  Livingston,  a  respectable 
officer,  commanding  at  Stony  point,  on  our  return. 

20th. — Major  General  Greene  has  been  ordered  to  this  south- 
ward, to  take  command  of  the  American  army  in  the  Carolinaa, 
and  Major  General  Heath  succeeds  to  the  command  of  this  post. 

We  have  the  mortifying  intelligence,  that  the  enemy  has  laid 
waste  a  great  part  of  the  fertile  country  above  Saratoga,  and 
likewise  the  vicinity  of  Schenectady.  The  party  consisted  of 
Indians,  tories,  and  Canadians,  commanded  by  Sir  John  John- 
ston. General  Van  Rensselaer,  with  the  militia  and  some  new 
levies,  engaged  the  enemy  at  Fox's  mills,  Tryon  county,  and  af- 
ter a  very  severe  action  of  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  forced  tliem 
to  give  way  and  cross  the  river,  leaving  their  plunder,  baggage, 
and  prisoners,  which  they  had  taken,  behind  them.  One  hour 
of  daylight  would  have  given  us  the  whole  party.     The  actim 

*  Smith  wu  for  ic' 
linee  in  hia  keeper,  a 
lowed  lo  eiMpe  W  N«w  York. 
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wu  genenl  and  vigorous  ;  we  htye  to  lament  the  Ime  of  Colo- 
nel Eruwii,  wlio  was  killed  in  ekirmishing  with  the  enemj. 
The  deraKtatioD  committed  by  this  savage  party,  is  found  (o  be 
very  important,  aa  it  reapecta  the  inhabitants  of  the  north.  It 
is  estlmat<!d  at  two  hundred  dwellings,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thouiiand  busfaels  of  wheat,  with  a  proportim  of  otlier  grain  utd 
forage.  The  same  party  destroyed  also  tbe  town  of  Schoharie, 
but  tbe  inliabitante  fortunately  secured  themselves  in  Ibe  fort. 

OfiScial  intelligence  is  received  of  a  very  brilliant  exploit  of 
our  militia,  in  North  Carolina.  The  famous  royal  partieao, 
Major  Fergufon,  was  at  the  he&d  of  about  one  thousand  four 
hundred  Britit^  troopa  and  tories.  Colonels  Campbell,  Cleve- 
land, Williams,  Shelby  and  Sevier,  breve  and  enterprieing 
officers,  had  collected  detached  parties  of  militia,  and  by  agree- 
ment, the  whole  were  united,  aoid  formed  a  body  amounting  to 
near  three  thousand.  Colonel  Campbell  was  appointed  ^ir 
commander.  Tbey  immediately  marched  in  pursuit  of  Major 
Ferguson,  and  came  up  with  him  advantageously  posted,  at  a 
place  called  Kite's  mountains.  No  time  was  loet  in  makii^ 
a  vigorous  attack,  and  giving  tbe  enemy  a  total  defeat,  in  which 
Major  Ferguson,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  his  men  were 
killed,  eight  hundred  nade  prisoners,  and  fifteen  hundred  stand 
of  arms  taken,  witli  a  trifling  loss  on  our  side,  excepting  tlic 
brave  Colonel  Williams,  who  received  a  mortal  wound,  after 
being  crowned  with  bouor. 

CongreiiB  have  resolved,  that  the  regular  army  of  the  United 
States,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  1781,  ^tdl 
consist  of  four  regiments  of  artillery,  forty-nine  r^ments  of  in- 
fantry, exclusive  of  Colonel  Hazen's,  called  "  the  Congress' 
own  regiment,"  and  one  hundred  regiment  of  artificers.  The 
respective  states  are  to  furnish  their  quotas  as  proportioned  by 
Congress.  And  as  by  tbe  foregoing  arrai^ement,  many  deserv- 
ing officers  may  become  supernumerary,  Congress  resolved, 
that  after  the  reform  of  the  army  takes  place,  the  officers  shall 
be  entitled  to  half  pay  for  seven  years,  in  specie  or  other  car- 
rent  money,  equivalent ;  and  to  have  grants  of  land  at  the  close 
of  the  war,  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  the  16th  S^tember, 
1776. 

A  scarcity  of  provisions  ia  again  complained  of  in  camp. 

It  has  long  been  the  desire  of  General  Washington,  to  make 
some  arrangement  with  General  Clinton,  for  an  exchange  of 
pris<Hwrs  ;  but  many  difficulties  have  attended  to  prevent  tbe 
accomplishment  of  tbe  object.  A  partial  exchange  has  now 
been  effected  ;    Majw  Gieaeral  Lincoln,  who  was  taken  at 
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CharleitoH,  baa  been  exchanged  for  Major  G«erd  Phillips, 
captured  st  Saratoga.  General  Thompson,  and  a  aumber  tf 
other  American  officere,  who  hare  long  been  pris«tters,  are  dso 
liberated  by  exchange. 
-  JVovember  Isl. — A  most  tremeodous  storm  of  wind,  snow  and 
bail  has  ciuitinued  almost  incessaatlj  for  two  days.  Many  of 
our  tents  were  levelled  with  the  ground,  and  officers  and  men 
exposed  without  a  ^lelter. 

2d. — This  is  a  day  of  public  Thaidcsgivii^  throughout  tbe 
state  of  New  York,  on  occaeioa  of  tbe  discovery  of  Arnold's  con- 
spiracy. 

Sd. — A  soldier  has  been  executed  to  day  for  desertifxi,  aad 
persuading  others  to  foilow  his  example. 

A  large  detachment  of  troops  has  been  ordered  by  Genera) 
Heatb,  to  be  in  readiness,  with  two  days  provision  cooked,  to 
Biarc^  OB  a  foraging  expedition,  under  command  of  Brigadier 
General  Stark.  Tbe  detachment  crossed  the  Hutkm  m  the 
21st  instant,  and  paraded  on  Nelson's  point,  where  tbey  wese 
reviewed  by  the  Marquis  de  ChastelluK,  one  of  the  gener^ 
of  the  French  amy,  at  Newport.  It  is  understood  that  tbe 
object  of  tbe  expedition  is  to  procure  a  quantity  of  forage  from 
tbe  farms  on  the  neutral  ground,  between  the  two  armies,  to> 
wards  King's  bridge.  Alter  tbe  review,  the  Marquis  crowed 
over  to  West  Point,  where  bis  arrival  was  aanomiced  by  tbe 
discharge  of  thirteen  cannon.  The  detachment  marched  about 
ben  miles,  and  took  lodgit^  on  the  ground  in  the  woods,  bende 
large  fires.  In  the  night  a  severe  storm  of  rain  came  on,  that 
drenched  oar  troops,  and  becoming  more  violent  the  next  day, 
rendered  the  roads  extremely  bad,  and  our  march  very  \incaiH 
lortable  ;  we  reached  North  Castle,  seventeen  miles,  and  lodg- 
ed in  tbe  woods,  where  our  fires  did  not  secure  us  from  sufier- 
ing  much  by  wetland  cold. 

23d. — MarcheiJ  to  West  Farms,  near  West  Cbesber,  wttinB 
eight  miles  of  the  enemy's  works  at  King's  bridge.  Here  we 
kindled  uumerous  tires  in  open  view  of  the  enemy,  and  in  tbe 
evemng  tbe  troops  were  ordered  to  leave  the  fires  and  retice 
back  about  two  miles,  and  remain  under  arms,  prepared  for  bat- 
tle ;  but  the  enemy  made  no  Etdvances. 

24th. — Another  severe  storm  of  rain,  which  contmued  through 
tbe  day  ;  we,  however,  began  to  narch  at  Eunrise,  on  our  re- 
turn, but  soon  halted  and  took  shelter  under  the  bushes  near 
White  [Jains.  In  this  comfortless  situation,  we  coutinued 
tJirougfa  the  day  and  n^ht.  The  next  day,  tbe  storm  contini^ 
ing,  I  was  so  fortwiate  as  to  crowd  into  a  bouse  with  nme  ofB> 
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cen  for  shelter.  96th  and  37th  marched  twenty  miles  each 
day,  and  reached  our  former  station  at  this  place  before  night. 
The  country  which  we  lately  traversed,  about  fitly  miles  in 
eitent,  is  called  neutral  ground  ;  but  tlie  miserable  inhabitants 
who  remain,  are  uot  much  favored  with  the  privileges  which 
their  neutrality  ought  to  secure  to  them.  They  are  contin- 
naliy  exposed  to  the  ravages  and  insults  of  infamous  banditti, 
composed  of  royal  refugees  and  tories.  The  country  is  rich 
and  fertile,  and  the  farms  appear  to  have  been  advantageously 
cultivated,  but  it  now  has  the  marks  of  a  country  in  ruins.  A 
large  proportionof  the  proprietors  having  abandoned  their  farms, 
the  few  that  remain,  mid  it  impossible  to  liarvest  the  produce. 
The  meadows  and  pastures  are  covered  with  grass  of  a  sum- 
mer's growth,  and  thousands  of  bushels  of  apples  and  other 
fruit,  are  rotting  in  the  orchards.  We  brought  off  about  two 
handred  loads  of  hay  and  grain,  and  ten  times  the  amount  might 
have  been  procured,  had  teams  enough  been  provided.  Those 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  neutral  ground  who  were  tories,  have 
joined  their  friends  in  New  York,  and  the  whigs  have  retired 
into  the  interior  of  our  country.  Some  of  each  side  have  taken 
up  arms,  and  become  the  most  cruel  and  deadly  foes.  There 
are  within  the  British  lines,  banditti  consisting  of  lawless  vil- 
lains, who  devote  themselves  to  the  most  cruel  pillage  and  rob- 
bery among  the  defenceless  inhabitants  between  the  lines,  many 
of  whom  they  carry  off  to  New  York,  after  plundering  their 
houses  and  farms.  These  shameless  marauders  have  received 
the  names  of  cow-boys  and  fkittners.  By  their  atrocious  deeds, 
they  have  become  a  scourge  and  terror  to  the  people.  Nume- 
rous instances  have  been  related  of  these  miscreants  subjecting 
defenceless  persons  to  cruet  tortures,  to  compel  tliera  to  deliver 
up  their  money,  or  to  disclose  the  places  where  it  has  been  se- 
creted. It  is  not  uncommon  for  them  to  hang  a  man  by  his 
neck  till  apparently  dead,  then  restore  him,  and  repeat  the  ex- 
periment, and  leave  him  for  dead.  One  of  these  unhappy  per- 
sons informed  me,  that  when  suffering  this  cruel  treatment,  the 
last  sensation  which  he  recollects,  when  suspended  by  his  neck, 
was  a  flashing  heat  over  him,  like  that  which  would  be  occa- 
sioned by  boilingwatcr  poured  over  his  body  ;  be  was  however, 
cut  down,  and  how  long  he  remained  on  the  ground  insensible, 
he  knows  not.  A  peaceable,  unrcsistiT^  Quaker,  of  considerable 
remectability,  by  the  name  of  Quincy,  was  visited  by  several 
of  these  vile  ruffians  ;  they  first  demanded  bis  money,  and  after 
it  was  delivered,  they  suspected  he  had  more  concealed,  and 
inflicted  on  him  tlie  most  savage  cruelties,  in  order  to  extort  it 
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from  him.  They  began  with  what  they  call  teoreking,  cover- 
ing his  Dokei  body  with  hot  asbes,  and  repeating  the  applica- 
lioa,  till  the  skin  was  covered  with  blisters  ;  after  thu  Ihqr 
resorted  to  the  halter,  and  hung  the  poor  man  on  a  tree  by  hie 
neck,  then  took  him  down,  and  repeated  it  a  second,  and  even 
a  third  time,  and  finally  left  him  almost  lifeless. 

SOtk. — It  is  now  well  understood  that  our  detachment,  under 
the  pretext  of  a  foraging  expedition,  was  intended  by  the  Coaa- 
mai^er  in  Chief  to  cooperate  with  the  main  army,  in  an  at- 
tempt against  the  enemy's  post  on  Vork  Island.  Boats  mount- 
ed  on  travelling  carriages,  have  been  kept  with  the  army  all 
the  campaign.'  The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  at  the  head  of  bis 
beautiful  corps  of  light  infantry,  constantly  advancing  in  frmit, 
was  to  have  commenced  the  attack  m  the  night,  and  the  whole 
army  was  prepared  to  make  a  general  attack  on  the  enemy's 
works.  /  By  some  movement  of  the  British  vessels,  or  other 
cause,  known  tmly  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  and  bis  confi- 
dential officers,  this  noble  enterprise  was  unfortunately  defeat- 
ed. The  campaign  is  now  brought  to  a  close,  without  effect- 
ing any  very  important  object.'  We  have  several  times  offered 
the  enemy  battle,  but  tJiey  refuse  to  accept  the  challenge. 
The  Marquis  suffers  on  this  occasitm  tlie  most  painful  disap- 
pointment. He  had  spared  no  pains  or  expense  to  render  his 
coi^  of  mfantry  as  fine  a  body  of  troops  as  can  be  produced 
in  any  country  ;  every  officer  under  his  command  received 
from  liim  a  present  of  an  elegant  sword,  and  the  soldiers  were 
put  in  uniform  at  his  expense.  The  officers  cheerfully  seconded 
his  endeavors  to  perfect  the  men  in  discipline,  and  a  noble  spirit 
of  emulation  universally  prevailed  among  them.  The  Marquis 
viewed  this  corps  as  one  formed  and  modelled  according  to  his 
own  wishes,  ana  as  meriting  his  highest  confidence.  They  were 
the  pride  ofhis  heart,  and  he  was  the  idol  of  their  regard,  who 
were  constantly  pantii^  for  an  opportunity  of  accomplishing 
some  signal  achievement,  worthy  of  his  and  their  character. 
This  brilliant  corps  is  now  dissolved,  and  the  men  have  rejoined 
tiieir  respective  regiments,  and  we  are  soon  to  retire  into  the 
wilderness,  to  prepare  for  winter  rjuarters. 

Intelligence  is  received  from  Boston,  that  his  Excellency 
J(^n  Hancock,  has  been  elected  by  the  people  of  the  state 
of  Massachusetts,  the  first  Governor  under  their  new  consti- 
tution. This  event  affords  universal  satisfaction,  and  has 
been  announced  in  Boston,  by  public  rejoicing,  firing  of  thir- 
teen cannon,  military  parade,  feu  de  joie,  and  elegant  enter- 
tainments. 
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It  is  Willi  iMxpresaible  latisractioD  tkat  we  lean  the  pa- 
trietic  ladiei  of  Philadelphia  and  ita  viciuity,  kare  distia- 
gnisbed  themselvoB  by  a  generoas  and  liberal  regard  to  the 
■afierings  of  oar  soldiery^  uid  have  engaged  m  the  benevo- 
lent werk  of  raiBing  contributions  among  theauelves,  ani 
stimulating  other*  for  the  purpose  of  affording  a  temporary 
relief  for  the  soldiers  on  service  in  that  vicinity.  I  extract 
from  the  Hewspapers,  the  sentimefitB  of  an  "  American  Wo- 
man," addressed  to  American  ladies,  relative  to  the  subject, 
which  should  be  recorded  for  Ihe  honor  of  the  sex. 

"  On  the  cemmencement  of  actual  tvar,  the  women  of 
America  manifested  a  firm  resolution  to  contribute  as  much 
ss  could  depend  on  them,  to  the  deliverance  of  their  couo- 
trj.  Animated  by  the  purest  patriotism,  they  arc  full  of 
torraw  at  this  day,  in  not  offering  more  than  barren  wishes 
tar  the  success  of  so  glorions  a  revolution.  Tbey  aspire  <• 
render  rtiemselves  more  really  useful ;  and  this  sentiment  is 
miversal,  from  the  north  to  the  soath  of  the  Tfairtees  United 
States.  Our  ambitic«  is  kindted  by  the  fame  of  (liose  hero- 
ines of  antiquity,  who  have  rendered  their  sex  illustrions, 
uid  fcave  proved  to  the  world,  that,  if  the  weakness  of  our 
constitution,  if  opinion  and  manners  did  not  forbid  us  to 
march  to  glory  by  the  same  path  as  the  men,  we  should  at 
least  eqaal,  and  sometimes  surpass  them  in  our  love  for  Ihe 
public  good.  1  glory  in  all  that  my  sex  have  done  that  is 
great  and  commendable,  i  call  to  mind  with  enthusiasm  and 
witii  admiration,  all  those  acts  of  courage,  of  constancy,  and 
patriotism,  which  history  has  transmitted  to  us  ;  the  people 
favored  by  Heaven,  preserved  from  destruction  by  the  vir- 
tttes,  the  zeal,  and  the  resolution  of  Deborah,  of  Judith,  of  Es- 
Aer,  the  fortitude  of  the  mother  of  the  Maccabees,  in  giving 
np  her  sons  to  die  before  her  eyes  ;  Rome  saved  from  the 
faiy  of  a  victorious  enemy  by  the  efforts  of  Volumnia,  and 
other  Roman  ladies  ;  so  many  famous  sieges  where  (be  wo- 
men have  been  seen  forgetting  the  weakness  of  their  sex, 
buHding  new  walls,  digging  trenches  with  their  feeble  hands, 
fumbhing  arms  to  their  defenders,  they  themselves  darting 
the  missile  weapons  on  the  enemy,  resigning  the  ornaments 
of  their  apparel,  and  their  fortune,  to  till  the  public  treasu- 

S,  and  to  hasten  the  deliverance  of  their  country  ;  burying 
emiebes  under  its  ruins  ;  throwing  themselves  into  the 
flames,  rather  than  submit  to  the  disgrace  of  humiliatiou 
before  a  proud  enemy. 
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"  We  are  certaio  that  be  cannot  be  a  good  citizen,  who 
nil)  not  applaud  our  efforts  for  the  relief  of  the  arniiei  which 
defend  our  lives,  our  possessions,  our  liberty.  The  situation 
of  our  soldiery  has  been  represented  to  me  ;  the  evils  iniep 
irable  from  war,  and  the  firm  and  senerous  spirit  which  has 
enabled  them  to  support  these.  But  it  has  been  said,  that 
they  may  apprehend,  that,  in  the  course  of  a  long  war,  the 
view  of  their  distresses  may  be  lost,  and  their  services  be 
forgotten.  Forgotieu  ;  never  ;  I  can  answer  in  the  name  of 
alt  my  sex.  Brave  Americans,  your  disinterestedness,  your 
courage,  and  your  constancy  will  always  be  dear  to  Ameri- 
ca, so  long  as  she  shall  preserve  her  virtue. 

"  We  know  that  at  a  distance  from  the  theatre  of  war,  if 
we  enjoy  any  tranquillity,  it  is  the  fruit  of  your  watchings, 
your  labors,  your  dangers.  If  1  live  happy  in  the  midit  of 
my  family  ;  if  my  husband  cultivates  his  field,  and  reaps  his 
harvest  in  peace  ;  if,  surrounded  with  my  children,  I  myself 
nourish  (he  youngest,  and  press  it  to  my  bosom,  without  b&- 
ing  afraid  of  seeing  myself  separated  from  it  by  a  ferocious 
enemy  ;  if  the  house  in  which  we  dwell,  if  our  barns,  our 
orchards  are  safe  at  the  present  time  from  the  hands  of  the 
incendiary  ;  it  is  to  you  that  we  owe  it.  And  shall  we  hesi- 
tate to  evidence  to  you  our  gratitude  ?  shall  we  hesitate  to 
wear  a  clothing  more  simple,  hair  dressed  less  elegantly  ; 
while  at  the  price  of  this  small  privation,  we  shall  deserve 
your  benedictions.  Who  amongst  us  will  not  renounce  with 
the  highest  pleasure,  those  vain  ornaments,  when  she  shall 
consider  that  the  valiant  defenders  of  America  will  be  able 
to  draw  some  advantage  from  the  money  which  she  may  have 
laid  out  in  these, — that  they  will  be  better  defended  from 
the  rigors  of  the  seasous,  that  after  their  painful  toils  they 
will  receive  some  extraordinary  and  unexpected  relief ;  that 
these  presents  will  perhaps  be  valued  by  them  at  a  greater 
price,  when  they  will  have  it  in  their  power  to  say,  this  it 
tlu  offering  of  the  ladits.  The  time  is  arrived  to  display  th« 
same  sentiments  which  animated  us  at  the  beginning  of  the 
revolution,  when  we  renounced  the  use  of  teas,  however 
agreeable  to  our  taste,  rather  than  receive  them  from  our 
persecutors  ;  when  we  made  it  appear  to  them  that  we 
placed  former  necessaries  in  the  rank  of  superfluities,  when 
oar  liberty  was  interested  ;  when  our  republican  and  labori- 
ous hands  spun  the  flax,  and  prepared  the  linen  intended  tor 
the  use  of  our  soldiers  ;  when  exiles  and  fugitives,  we  sup- 
ported with  courage  all  the  evils  which  are  the  concomitaBts 
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of  war.  Let  us  not  lose  a  moment,  let  ua  be  engaged  to 
offer  the  homage  of  our  gratitude  at  the  altar  of  military 
ralor,  and  you,  our  brave  deliverers,  while  mercenary  slaves 
combat  to  cause  f  ou  to  share  with  them  th^  irons  with  which 
they  are  loaded,  receive  with  a  free  hand  onr  offering,  the 
purest  which  can  be  presented  to  your  virtue." 

After  this  publication,  the  ladies  divided  the  citj'  of  Phila- 
delphia into  districts,  and  a  select  number  visited  every 
house,  and  received  the  contribution.  The  method  pr<^os- 
ed  of  distributing  their  bounty  to  the  troops,  was  through  the 
medium  of  Mrs.  Washington,  but  in  her  absence,  through 
that  of  her  husband,  the  father  and  friend  of  the  soldiery. 
From  the  kind  and  generous  esertions  of  these  ladies,  *the 
■oidiers  received  at  one  time,  two  thousand  one  hundred  and 
■even  shirts,  made  by  their  own  hands. f  Such  free  will 
offerings  are  examples  truly  worthy  of  imifofion,  and  are  to 
be  considered  as  expressions  of  kindness  and  benevolence, 
which  ought  to  be  recorded  to  the  honor  of  American  ladies. 

Camp,  IRgk  Lands,  Dtcen^r  Ist. — Our  brigade  is  now 
ordered  into  the  woods,  in  the  High  Lands,  in  the  rear  of 
West  Point,  where  we  are  to  build  log  huts,  for  winter  can- 
tonments- We  are  again  subjected  to  numerous  privations 
and  ditBculties,  to  support  which  requires  all  our  patience 
and  fortitude.  The  soldiers,  though  very  miserably  clad, 
have  been  for  some  time  obliged  to  bring  all  the  wood  for 
themselves  and  officers,  on  their  backs,  from  a  place  a  mile 
distant,  and  almost  half  the  time  are  kept  on  half  allowance 
of  bread,  and  entirely  without  rum.  Twelve  or  fourteen 
months  pay  are  now  due  to  us,  and  we  are  destitute  of  cloth- 
ing and  the  necessaries  of  life.  The  weather  is  remarka- 
bly cold,  and  our  tents  are  comfortless. 

lOtk. — For  three  days  past,  I  have  not  been  able  to  pro- 
care  food  enough  to  appease  my  appetite  ;  we  are  threaten- 
ed with  starvation.  That  a  part  of  our  army  charged  wllh 
the  defence  of  a  post  so  highly  important  to  America,  should 
be  left  in  such  an  unprovided  and  destitute  condition,  is  truly 
a  matter  of  astonishment,  and  unless  a  remedy  can  be  found, 
our  soldiers  will  abandon  the  cause  of  their  country,  and  we 
must  submit  to  the  yoke  of  Great  Britain,  which  we  so 
much  abhor. 

20th. — During  the  last  ten  days  we  have  experienced  al- 
most continued  storms  of  rain,  high  winds,  and  disagreeable 
fogs.     Our  canvass  dwellings  afford  us  but  little  protection 
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against  such  powerful  assailauU ;  they  are  frequently  rent 

asunder,  and  we  are  almost  overwhelmed  with  iDUDdation.^ 

A  very  spirited  and  honorable  enterprise  has  lately  heen 

5 tanned  and  executed  by  Major  Talmadge,  o£'CoIonel  She)- 
od'b  regiment  o^ragoons.  The  enemy  having  large  maga- 
zines of  forage  and  stores  In  the  vicinity  of  fort  St.  George, 
on  Long  Island,  he  resolved  to  hazard  the  attempt  to  seize 
them  by  surprise.  Fort  St.  George  was  stockaded,  and  cov- 
ered a  large  spot  of  ground,  having  a  square  redoubt,  with 
a  ditch  and  abattis.  With  about  eignty  dismounted  dragoons, 
under  Captain  Edgar,  and  eight  or  ten  on  horseback.  Major 
Talmadge  passed  the  Sound,  where  it  was  about  twenty  miles 
frosa  shore  to  shore,  marched  across  the  island  in  the  night 
with  such  facility  and  address,  tbat  his  enterprise  was  crown- 
ed with  complete  success.  The  enemy  were  not  alarmed 
till  too  late  to  make  much  resistance  ;  seven  however  were 
killed  and  wounded,  and  the  remainder,  amounting  to  6fty- 
four,  among  whom  were  one  lieutenant  colonel,  one  captain, 
and  a  subaltern,  were  made  prisoners.  The  fort  was  demo- 
lished, two  armed  vessels  were  burnt,  and  a  large  magazine 
of  hay,  said  to  be  three  hundred  tons,  with  stores  to  a  large 
amount,  shared  the  same  fate.  Major  Tatmadge  recrossed 
the  Soynd  with  his  brave  party  without  the  loss  of  a  man.^ 
The  Commander  in  Chief  was  so  well  pleased  with  this  ex- 
ploit, that  he  recommended  Major  Talmadge  to  the  notice 
of  Congress,  and  they  voted  him  their  thanks  for  his  brave 
and  spirited  cmduct. 

The  extraordinary  patience  and  fortitude,  which  have 
hitherto  heen  so  honorably  displayed  by  our  officers  and  sol- 
diers under  their  complicated  distresses,  appear  now  to  be 
exhausted.  From  repeated  disappointments  of  our  hopes 
and  expectations,  the  confidence  of  the  army  in  public  jus- 
tice, and  public  promises,  is  greatly  diminished,  and  we  are 
reduced  almost  to  despair. 

The  preseut  crisis  is  alarming.  Regimental  officers  are 
continually  resigning  their  commissions,  and  a  large  propor- 
tion of  those  who  remain,  have  pledged  themselves  to  follow 
their  example,  unless  a  redress  of  grievances  can  soon  be 
obtained.  Nothing  short  of  what  we  conceive  to  be  justly 
our  due,  a  comfortable  and  permanent  support,  will  retain 
our  officers,  however  ardent  their  desire  to  serve  their 
country.  They  exclaim,  let  others  come  and  take  their 
turn,  we  have  served  years  longer  than  we  expected,  and 
have  acquitted    ourselves  of  duty.     All  the  general  offi- 
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cert  belongiDg  to  New  England,  have  united  in  a  memorial 
to  their  state  govemmentH,  complaining  of  our  grievances, 
and  requesting  immediate  relief,  and  security  for  the  future. 
This  memorial,  being  put  into  the  mail,  was  taken  from  the 
Fishkill  post  rider,  by  some  emissary  from  the  enemy,  and 
has  been  published  in  the  New  York  papers,  by  which  our 
forlorn  situation  has  been  exposed,  and  much  exultation  oc- 
casioned among  those  who  are  watching  for  our  destruction. 

The  resolution  of  Congress,  for  a  new  arrangement  of  the 
army,  was  not  conformable  to  the  expectations  of  the  offi- 
cers, ai.d  caused  uneasineis  among  them.  The  Commander 
in  Chief  saw  that  a  storm  was  gathering,  and  thought  it  pru- 
dent, on  this  occasion,  to  communicate  his  opinion  to  Con- 
gress, on  the  best  means  to  avert  it.  On  the  1 1th  of  Oc- 
tober, be  informed  Congress,  "that  the  general  topic  of 
declamation  in  the  army  is,  that  it  is  as  bard  as  dishonorable, 
for  men  who  had  made  every  sacrifice  to  the  service,  to  he 
turned  out  of  it,  at  the  pleasure  of  those  in  power,  without 
an  adequate  compensation.  Too  many  of  the  officers  wish 
to  get  rid  of  their  commissions,  but  they  are  not  willing  to 
be  forced  to  it." 

The  Commander  in  Chief,  in  his  communication  to  Con- 
gress, suggests  the  policy  of  making  ample  provision,  both 
for  the  officers  who  stay,  and  for  those  who  are  reduced. 
He  recommended  what  he  thought  would  be  the  most  eco- 
oomical,  the  most  politic,  and  the  most  effectual  provision, 
half  pay  for  life.  "  Supported,"  the  General  says,  "by  a 
prospect  of  a  permanent  dependence,  the  officers  would  be 
tied  to  the  service,  and  ivould  submit  to  many  momentary 
privations,  and  to  the  inconveniences,  which  the  situation  of 
the  public  service  makes  unavoidable.  If  the  objection 
drawn  from  the  principle,  that  this  measure  is  incompatible 
with  the  genius  of  our  government,  be  thought  insurmounta- 
ble, I  would  propose  a  substitute,  less  eligible  in  my  opinion', 
but  which  may  answer  the  purpose  ;  it  is  to  make  tbc  pre- 
sent iialf  pay,  for  seven  years,  wItoU  pay,  for  the  same  peri- 
od, to  be  advanced  at  two  different  payments,  one  half  in  a 
;ear  after  the  conclusion  of  peace,  the  other  half  in  two 
years  after." 

His  Excellency  also  takes  notice  of  the  injuries  and  incon< 
veniences,  which  attend  a  continual  change  of  officers,  and 
consequent  promotions  in  the  army. 

Soon  after  Congress  were  possessed  of  the  sentiments  of 
General  Washington,  they  resolved,  "  that  the  commander  in 
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chief  and  commanding  officer  in  the  northern  department, 
direct  the  officers  of  each  state  to  meet  and  agree  on  the 
officers  for  the  regiments  to  be  raised  by  their  respective 
states,  from  those  who  incline  to  continue  in  service,  and 
where  it  cannot  be  done  by  agreement,  to  be  determined  by 
seniority  ;  and  make  return  of  those  who  are  to  remain, 
which  is  to  be  transmitted  to  Congress,  together  with  the 
names  of  the  officers  reduced,  who  are  to  be  allowed  half 
pay  for  life.  That  the  officers,  who  shall  continue  in  ser- 
vice to  the  end  of  the  war,  shall  also  be  entitled  to  half 
pay  during  life,  to  commence  from  the  time  of  their  reduc- 
tion." 

'  January  l«t,  1781. — On  this  day,  the  first  day  of  the  new 
year,  an  arrangement  of  our  army  takes  place,^  according  to 
a  late  resolve  of  Congress.  The  supernumerary  regiments 
are  to  be  incorporated  with  those  which  continue  on  the  new 
establishment,  and  the  supernumerary  officers  are  to  retire 
from  service  on  the  establishment  filed  by  Congress,  htti 
are  to  be  entitled  to  the  same  privileges  aiKi  emolumenta, 
which  are  to  be  allowed  to  those  who  continue  to  the  end  dT 
the  war.  It  being  optional  with  mc,  either  to  retire  or  to 
continue  in  service,  I  shall  retain  my  commission  as  surgem 
to  Colonel  H.  Jackson's  regiment.  We  are  encouraged  to 
anticipate  more  favorable  circumstances,  and  more  liberal 
compensation.  Congress  having  at  length  passed  several  re- 
solves, entitling  all  officers  who  shall  continue  in  service  till 
the  end  of  the  war,  or  shall  be  reduced  before  that  time,  as 
supernumeraries,  to  receive  half  pay  during  life,  and  a  cer- 
tain number  of  acres  of  land,  in  proportion  to  their-rank. 
Besides  these  pecuniary  considerations,  we  are  actuated  by 
the  purest  principles  of  patriotism  ;  having  engaged  in  the 
mighty  struggle,  we  are  ambitious  to  persevere  to  the  end. 
To  be  instrumental  in  the  achievement  of  a  glorious  Indepen- 
dence for  our  country  and  posterity,  will  be  a  source  of  infi- 
nite satisfaction,  and  of  most  grateful  recolleclion  during  the 
remainder  of  our  days.  Notwithstanding  the  unparalleled 
Buflerings  and  hardships,  which  have  hitherto  attended  our 
military  career,  scarcely  an  officer  retires  without  the 
deepest  regret  and  reluctance.  So  strong  is  the  attach- 
ment, and  so  fascmating  the  idea  of  participating  with  our 
illustrious  commander  in  military  glory,  that  a  separation  is 
like  a  relinquishment  of  principle,  and  abandonment  of  the 
great  interest  of  our  native  country. 
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-  lEgh  Lands,  Canlonmenf,  January  id. — Our  brigade  took 
poMessioB  of  our  huts  for  the  winter,  in  the  woods  about 
two  miies  io  the  rear  of  the  works  at  West  Poiat.  Our 
utuation  is  singularly  romantic,  on  a  highly  elevated  spot, 
nirrounded  by  mountains  and  craggy  rocks  oi  a  prodigious 
size,  lofty  broken  clifts,  and  the  banks  of  the  beautifully 
meandering  Hudson,  affording  a  view  of  the  country  for  many 
miles  in  all  directions.  We  have  now  no  longer  reason  to 
complain  of  our  accommodatitHis ;  the  huts  are  warm  and 
comfortable,  wood  in  abundance  at  our  doors,  and  a  tolerable 
supply  of  provisions.  Our  only  complaint  is  want  of  money. 
■  4ih. — Reports  of  a  very  serious  and  alarming  nature  have 
this  day  reached  us  from  the  Jerseys.  The  Pennsylvania 
line  of  troops,  consistmg  of  about  two  thousand  men,  in  winter 
quarters  in  the  vicinity  of  Morristown,  have  come  to  the 
oesperate  reaolutionof  revolting  from  their  officers.'  Though 
the  Pennsylvania  troops  have  been  subjected  to  all  the  dis- 
couragements and  difficulties  felt  by  the  rest  of  the  army, 
seme  particular  circumstances  peculiar  to  themselves  have 
contributed  to  produce  the  revolt.  When  the  soldiers  first 
enlisted,  the  recruiting  officers  were  provided  with  enlisting 
rolls  for  the  term  of  three  years,  or  during  the  continuance 
of  the  war,  and  as  (he  officers  indulged  the  opinion,  that  the 
war  would  not  continue  more  than  three  years,  they  were 
perhaps  indifferent  in  which  column  the  soldier^s  name  was 
inserted,  leaving  it  liable  to  an  ambiguity  of  construction. 
It  is  clear  however,  that  a  part  enlisted  for  three  years,  and 
others  for  the  more  indefinite  term  "  during  the  war."  The 
soldiers  now  contend,  that  they  enlisted  for  three  years 
at  furthest,  and  were  to  have  been  discharged  sooner,  in  case 
the  war  terminated  before  the  expiration  of  this  term.  The 
war  being  protracted  beyond  the  time  expected,  and  the 
officers,  knowing  the  value  of  soldiers  who  have  been  trained 
by  three  years'  service,  are  accused  of  putting  a  different 
construction  on  the  original  agreement,  aifd  claiming  their 
services  during  the  war.  The  soldiers,  even  those  who  ac- 
tually listed  for  the  war,  having  received  very  small  boun- 
ties, complain  of  impusllioa  and  deception,  and  their  case  is 
extremely  aggravated  by  the  fact,  that  three  half  joes  have 
now  been  offered  as  a  bounty  to  others,  who  will  enlist  for 
the  remainder  of  the  war,  when  these  veteran  soldiers  have 
served  three  years  for  a  mere  shadow  of  compensation  !  It 
was  scarcely  necessary  to  add  to  their  trying  circumstances, 
a  total  want  of  pay  for  twelve  months,  and  a  state  of  nakedi 
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nest  and  famine,  to  excite  b  a  soldier  the  spirit  of  iosurrec- 
lion.  The  officers  themselveB,  also  feeling  aggrieved,  aod 
io  a  destitute  condition,  relaxed  in  their  system  of  camp  dia- 
cipline,  and  the  soldiers  occasitHially  overheard  their  mur- 
murs and  complaints.  Having  appointed  a  sergeant  major 
for  tbeir  commander,  styling  him  major  general,  and  having 
concerted  their  arrangements,  on  the  first  day  of  the  new 
year,  tbey  put  their  mutinous  scheme  into  execution.  On  a 
preconcerted  signal,  the  whole  line,  except  ftpa>^t  of  three 
regiments,  paraded  under  arms  without  their  officers,  march- 
ed to  the  magazines,  and  supplied  themselves  with  provisions 
and  ammunition,  and  seizing  six  Geld  pieces,  took  horses  from 
General  Wayne's  stable  to  transport  them.  The  officers  of 
the  line  collected  those  who  had  not  yet  joined  the  insurgents 
and  endeavoured  to  restore  order,  but  the  revolters  iired 
and  killed  a  Captain  Billing,  and  wounded  several  other 
officers,  and  a  few  men  were  killed  oo  each  side-  The  mu- 
tineers commanded  the  party,  who  opposed  them,  to  come 
over  to  tbem  instantly,  or  they  should  be  bayoneted,  and  tbe 
order  was  obeyed. 

-  General  Wayne,  who  commanded  the  Pennsylvania  troops, 
endeavoured  to  mterpose  hia  influence  and  authority;  tirgii^ 
them  to  return  to  their  duty,  till  their  grievances  could  be  in- 
quired into  ;tnd  redressed.  ^But  all  was  to  no  purpose,  and  on 
cocking  his  pistol,  tbey  instantly  presented  their  bayonets  to 
his  breast,  sayins ,  "  We  respect  and  love  you  ;  often  have 
you  led  us  into  tBe  field  of  battle,  but  we  are  no  longer  un- 
der your  command  ;  we  warn  yon  to  be  on  your  guard  ;  if 
you  fire  yonr  pistols,  or  attempt  to  enforce  your  commands, 
we  shall  put  you  instantly  to  death."  General  Wayne  next 
expostulated  with  tbem,  expressing  his  apprehension  that 
they  were  about  to  sacrifice  the  glorious  cause  of  their 
country,'  and  that  the  enemy  would  avail  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  to  advance  and  improve  so  favorable  an  occasion. 
They  assured  him,  that  they  atill  retained  an  attachment 
and  respect  for  the  cause  which  they  had  embraced,  and 
that,  so  far  from  a  disposition  to  abandon  it,  if  the  enemy 
should  dare  to  come  out  of  New  York,  they  would,  under  bis 
and  his  officers'  orders,  face  them  in  the  field/ and  oppose 
them  to  the  utmost  in  their  power.  They  complained  that 
they  had  been  imposed  on  and  deceived  respecting  tbe  term 
of  their  enlistment,  that  they  had  received  no  wages  for 
more  than  a  year,  and  that  tbey  were  destitute  of  clothii^, 
«jid  had  often  been  deprived  of  their  rations.     These  were 
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Aeir  grievEuices,  and  they  -were  detsrminad  to  march  to 
PhiladfllphLa,  and  demand  of  Cmgress  that  justice  which  had 
so  long  been  denied  them.  They  commenced  their  march 
in  regular  military  order,  and  when  encamped  at  night,  they 
posted  out  piquets,  gnardi,  and  lenlinels.  General  Wnyne, 
to  prevent  their  depredations  en  private  property,  supplied 
them  with  provisions,  and  he,  with  Colonels  Stewart  and 
Butler,  officers  whom  the  soldiers  respected  and  loved,  foU 
lowed  and  miKed  with  them,  to  watch  their  moliona  and 
views,  and  they  received  from  them  respectful  and  civil 
treatment.^  On  the  third  day,  the  insurgent  troops  reached 
Princeton,  and,  by  request  of  Oeneral  Wayne,  they  deputed  ' 
a  committee  of  sergeants,  who  stated  to  him  formally  in 
writing  their  claims,  as  follows.  1st.  A  discharge  for  all 
those,  without  exception,  who  bad  served  three  years  under 
their  original  eagagementi,  and  had  not  received  the  increas- 
ed bounty  and  reeolisted  for  the  war.  26.  An  immediate 
payment  of  all  their  arrears  of  pay  and  clothing,  both  to 
tbose  who  should  be  discharged,  and  those  who  should  be 
retained.  3(1.  TIib  residue  of  their  bounty,  to  put  them  on 
an  equal  footing  with  those  recently  enliited,  and  future 
substantial  pay  to  those,  who  should  remain  in  the  service. 
To  these  demands,  in  their  full  extent,  General  Wayne  could 
not  feel  himself  authorized  to  answer  in  the  affirmative,  and 
a  further  iiogotiatioo  was  referred  to  the  civil  authority  of 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania.  .  General  Washington,  whose  head 
quarters  are  at  New  Windsor,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Hud- 
ion,  received  the  iatelllgance  on  the  3d  instant,  and  sum- 
moned a  council  of  war,  consistu^  of  the  general  and  field 
efficers,  to  devise  the  moat  proper  measures  to  be  pursued, 
ea  this  alarming  occasion.  Great  apprehension  was  enter- 
tained, that  other  troops,  who  have  equal  cause  of  discon- 
tent, would  be  excited  to  adopt  a  similar  course.  It  is  or- 
dered, that  five  battalions  be  formed  by  detachments  from 
the  several  lines,  to  be  held  in  perfect  readiness  to  march 
on  the  shortest  notice,  with  four  day's  provision  cooked ;  and 
measures,  it  is  understood,  are  taken  to  brii^  the  militia  in- 
to immediate  service  if  required. 

Intelligence  of  the  revolt  having  reached  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
he  cherished  the  hope  that,  by  encouraging  a  rebellion,  and 
taming  the  swords  of  our  oivn  soldiers  against  their  country 
and  brethren,  he  diould  have  it  in  his  power  to  effect  an  object, 
which  by  his  onii  arms  he  could  not  accoraplii^h.  He  immedi- 
itely  despatched  two  emisiaries,  a  British  sergeant,  and  one 
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Ogden,  of  New  Jeraejr,  to  the  digsatiafied  troops,  mlfa  writtea 
iostnictions,  that  by  laying  down  their  atms  and  marching  to 
New  York,  thev  should  receive  their  arrearages  and  depceeia- 
tioD  iu  hard  caui,  and  shoold  be  well  clothed,  have  a  free  par* 
doB  for  all  past  offences,  and  be  taken  under  the  protection  o{ 
the  British  corenuoent,  and  no  military  service  should  be  re- 
quired of  uiem,  unless  voluntarily  oSered-  They  were  re- 
quested to  send  perscms  to  meet  agents,  who  would  be  appoint- 
ed by  Sir  Henr]',  to  adjust  the  terms  of  a  treaty,  and  the  Brit- 
ish i^eneral  himself  passed  over  to  Staten  lilam,  "having  a  large 
body  or  troops  ia  readicess  to  act  as  circumstances  might  re- 
quire.  The  proposals  from  the  enemy  were  rejected  with  dis- 
dain, and  the  tnutitieen)  delivered  the  papers  to  General  Wayne, 
but  refused  to  give  up  the  emissaries^  preferring  to  keep  them 
in  durance  till  their  difficulties  could  be  discussed  and  settled. 
A  committee  of  Congress  was  appointed,  who  conferred  with 
the  executive  council  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  by  the 
latter  authority,  an  accommodation  of  the  affairs  with  the  re- 
volted has  been  effected,  by  giving  an  interpretation  favorable 
to  the  soldiers,  of  the  enlistments  which  were  for  three  years  or 
during  the  war,  declaring  them  to  expire  at  the  end  of  three 
years.  The  insurgents  now  surrendered  the  two  emissaries  into 
the  hands  of  Qeneral  Wayne,  on  the  stipulated  condition,  that 
diey  should  not  be  executed  till  their  affairs  should  be  com- 
promieed,  or  in  case  of  faJlure,  the  prisoners  should  be  redeliv- 
ered when  demanded.  They  were  eventually,  however,  tried 
as  spies,  convicted,  and  immediately  executed.  A  board  of 
commissioners  was  now  appointed,  of  whom  three  were  deputed 
fVom  the  revolters,  authorized  to  determine  what  description 
of  soldiers  should  be  discharged.  The  result  is,  that  the  sol- 
diers have  accomplbhed  their  views,  the  committee,  from  pru- 
dential motives,  without  waiting  for  the  enlisting  papers,  com- 
plied with  their  demands,  and  discharged  from  service  a  major- 
ity of  the  line,  on  their  making  oath,  that  they  enlisted  for  tliree 
years  only.  The  enlisting  rolls  having  since  been  produced,  it 
is  found  that  by  far  the  largest  number  of  those  liberated,  had 
actually  enlisted  for  the  whole  war.  Thus  has  terminated  a  most 
unfortunate  transaction,  which  might  have  been  prevented,  had 
.  the  just  complaints  of  the  army  received  proper  atteation  in 
due  seasim.  General  Wayne  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  has  acquired  the  affection  of  the  soldiery  of  that  state- 
He  possesses  a  commanding  presence,  genteel  and  pleasii^ 
address,  a  daring  bravery,  is  excellent  in  discipline,  aspirinj 
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and  unrivalled  in  enterprise,  sod  isheld  infaigfa  reipect  by 
his  compatriots  in  arms. 

A  detachment,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Hull,  has  returned  from  a  succeBsful  expedition,  having  at- 
tacked  bj  surprise,  the  royal  refugee  corps,  under  the  com* 
mand  of  the  noted  Colonel  Delancy ,  posted  at  Morrisania. 
Colonel  Hull  has  for  several  months  past,  sustained  the 
command  of  a  detachment  of  our  troops  posted  in  advance  of 
our  army,  a  situation  requiring  the  most  active  vigilance  and 
precaution,  to  guard  against  surprise  and  stratagem.  In  this 
station,  as  in  many  others,  this  officer  has  evinced  his  milita- 
ty  skill  and  judgment.  He  has  executed  an  enterprize  with 
such  address  and  gallantry,  as  to  merit  for  himself  and  his 
detachment,  the  highest  honor.  He  bravely  forced  a  narrow 
passage  to  the  enemy,  and  besides  a  number  being  killed,  he 
took  upwards  of  fifty  prisoners,  cut  away  the  bridee,  humt 
their  huts  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  forage,  and  brought 
off  a  number  of  horses  and  cattle.  Colonel  Hull  possesses  in 
a  high  degree,  the  confidence  of  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
and  for  his  judicious  arrangements  in  the  plan,  and  intrepidity 
and  valor  in  the  execution  of  the  enterprize,  he  received 
the  thanks  of  bis  Encellency,  and  afterwards  of  Congress. 
The  enemy  pursued  our  troops,  and  fell  in  with  a  covering 
party,  under  command  of  Colonel  Hazen,  and  in  a  skirmish 
which  ensued,  they  suffered  an  additional  loss  of  about  thirty- 
five  men.  Of  Colonel  Hull's  detachment,  one  ensign,  and 
twenty-five  rank  and  file  were  killed  and  wounded.  This  suc- 
cessful exploit  is  calculated  to  rai*e  the  spirits  of  our  troops, 
and  to  divert  their  minds  from  the  unhappy  occurrence,  which 
has  recently  taken  place  in  camp,  and  at  the  same  time  it  may 
convince  the  enemy,  that  the  affairs  of  our  army  are  not  alto- 
gether desperate. 

.  We  arc  again  afflicted  with  alarming  intelligence.  That 
part  of  the  Jersey  line  of  troops,  which  are  cantoned  at  Pomp- 
ton,  in  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  have  followed  the  exami'l^  of 
the  Pennsylvanians,  having  revolted  and  abandoned  their  officers. 
General  Washington  is  resolutely  determined,  that  this  instance 
of  mutiny  sltall  not  pass  with  impunity.  Instead  of  temporiz- 
iite,  he  has  ordered  a  detachment  of  five  hundred  men,  properly 
officered,  to  march  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  them  to  a  prop- 
er sense  of  duty.  It  falls  to  my  lot  to  accompany  the  detach- 
ment. Major  General  Robert  Howe  commands  on  this  expe- 
dition, and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sprout  is  second  in  command, 
and  the  other  field  officers  are,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mellen  and 
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Major  Oliver.  'We  marched  m  the  3$d,  as  far  as  the  foreat 
of  Dean,  and  at  aight  crowded  into  houses  and  bams.  A  body  of 
mow  about  two  feet  deep,  without  any  track,  rendered  the  march 
extremely  diiGcult.  Having  uo  horse,  1  experienced  inexpres- 
sible fatigue,  and  was  obliged  several  times  to  sit  down  on  the 
snow.  24tii,  marched  over  the  mouataina,  and  reached  Carle's 
tavern,  iu  Smith's  clove,  halted  for  two  hours,  then  proceeded 
thirteen  miles, 'and  quartered  our  men  in  the  scattering  houses 
and  bans.  2dtb,  marched  nine  miles,  and  reached  Ringwood.' 
General  Howe  and  all  the  field  officers  took  lodgings  at  the 
house  of  Mrs.  Erskine,  the  amiable  widow  of  the  late  respecta- 
ble gec^rapher  of  our  army.  We  were  aitertained  with  an 
elegant  supper  and  excellent  wine.  Mrs.  Erskine  is  a  sensible 
and  accomplished  woman,  lives  ui  a  style  of  afSuence  and  fash- 
ion ;  every  thing  indicates  wealth,  taste  and  splendor  ;  and  she 
-takes  pleasure  in  entertaining  the  friends  of  her  late  husband, 
with  generous  hospitality. 

-  Marched  on  the  27th,  at  one  o'clock,  A.  M.  eight  miles, 
which  brought  us  ui  view  of  the  huts  of  the  insui^ent  soldiers 
by  dawn  of  day.  Here  we  halted  for  an  hour,  to  make  the 
necessary  preparations.  Some  of  our  officers  suflered  much 
anxiety,  lest  the  soldiers  would  not  prove  faithful  on  tliis  trying 
occasion.  Orders  were  given  to  load  llieir  arms — it  was  obeyT 
ed  with  alacrity,  and  indications  were  given  that  they  were  to 
be  relied  on.  Being  paraded  in  a  line,  General  Howe  harangued 
them,  representing  the  heinousncss  of  the  crime  of  mutiny, 
and  the  absolute  necessity  of  military  bubordination,  adding  Ihat 
the  mutmeers  must  be  brought  to  an  UDconditional  submission, 
no  temporizing,  no  listening  to  terms  of  compromise,  while  in  a 
state  of  resistance.  -Two  field  pieces  were  now  ordered  to  be 
placed  iu  view  of  the  insurgents,  and  the  troops  were  directed 
.  to  surround  the  huts  on  all  sides.  General  Howe  next  ordered 
his  aid  de  camp  to  command  the  mutineers  to  appear  on  parade 
in  front  of  their  huts  unarmed,  within  five  minutes  ;  observing 
them  to  hesitate,  a  second  messenger  was  sent,  and  they  in- 
staatly  obeyed  the  command,  and  paraded  in  a  line  without 
arms,  being  in  number  between  two  and  three  hundred.  Find- 
ing themselves  closely  encircled  and  unable  to  resist,  they  quiet- 
ly submitted  to  the  fate  which  awaited  tliem.  General  Howe 
ordered,  that  three  of  the  ringleaders  should  be  selected  as  vic- 
tims for  condign  punishment.  These  unfortunate  culprits  were 
tried  on  the  spot,  Colonel  Sprout  being  President  of  the  court 
martial,  standing  on  the  snow,  and  they  were  sentenced  to  be 
Mumediatcly  shot.     Twelve  of  the  most  guilty  mutisecrB,  wcr« 
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next  wleotsd  to  be  ibeir  exeentMBen.  Tbk  was  a  nort  paan 
fill  taak  ;  beii^  tbemselvet  gaiUj,  (bof  were  greatly  distressed 
with  the  duty  imposed  fsa  then,  fuul  when  ordered  to  load, 
■one  of  tbena  shed  tears.  The  wretched  victims,  orerwbelnMd 
by  tbe  terrors  of  death,  had  neitber  tine  nor  power  to  implore 
the  mercy  and  forgiveness  of  their  God,  and  such  was  their 
BgoniziDg  condition,  that  ne  heart  oould  refrain  from  emotions 
of  sympathy  and  compasuon.  Tbe  first  that  suffered,  was  a  fer- 
geant,  and  an  old  offender  ;  he  was  led  a  few  yank  distance 
and  placed  on  hie  knees  ;  six  of  the  executioners,  at  tbe  signal 
givKi  by  an  officer,  8red,  three  aiming  at  the  bead  and  three  at 
tbe  breast,  the  other  six  reserving  their  fire  in  order  to  de^atch 
tbe  victim,  shouhl  the  first  fire  fail ;  it  so  happened  in  this  in- 
fltance  ;  the  remaining  six  then  fired,  a»d  life  was  instantly  ex- 
tingnished.  The  second  criminal  was,  by  the  first  fire,  sent 
itfo  eternity  in  an  instant.  Tbe  third  beii^  less  criminal,  by 
tbe  recommendation  of  his  oflicers,  to  his  unspeakable  joy,  re- 
ceived a  pardon.  This  tragical  scene  produced  a  dreadful 
■hock,  and  a  salutary  effect  (w  the  minds  of  ^  guilty  soldiere. 
Never  were  men  more  completely  humbled  and  penitent ;  tears 
of  sorrow,  and  of  joy,  rushed  from  their  eyes,  and  each  c«e  ap- 
peared to  congratulate  him^lf,  that  bis  forfeited  life  had  be^ 
spared.  Tbe  executions  being  finished,  General  Howe  order- 
ed tlie  former  ofBcers  to  take  their  statime,  and  resume  their 
respective  commands  ;  be  then,  in  a  very  pathetic  and  effeet- 
ing  manner,  addroesed  tbe  whole  line  by  platocms,  endeavoring 
to  impreKS  tbeir  minds  with  a  sense  of  the  enormity  t3f  their 
crime,  and  tbe  dreadful  consequences  that  might  have  resulted. 
He  then  commanded  them  to  aek  pardon  of  their  officers,  and 
promise  to  devote  tlicmselves  to  tbe  faithful  discharge  of  their 
duty  as  soldiers  in  future.  It  i«  most  painful  to  reBect,  that 
circumstances  should  imperiously  demand  the  uifliGtion  ef  capi- 
tal puoishoient  on  soldiers,  who  have  more  than  a  shadow  of 
[>lea  to  extenuate  their  crine.  These  unfortunate  men  have 
ong  suffered  many  serious  grievances,  which  they  have  sustain* 
ed  with  commendable  patience  ;  but  have  at  leiwth  lost  their 
cmfidence  in  public  justice.  The  success  of  the  Pennsylvaiiia 
insurgents,  undoubtedly  encouraged  them  to  hope  for  esempti(»f 
from  punishment.  But  the  very  existence  of  an  army  depends 
oa  prc^r  discipline  and  subordination.  The  arm  of  authority 
jnust  be  exerted,  snd  pnblic  examples  be  exhibited,  to  deter 
fVom  tbe  commission  of  crimes.  The  spirit  of  revolt  must  be 
effectually  repressed,  or  a  total  annihilation  of  the  army  is  in- 
evitable.    Sir  Henry  Clinton  on  this  occasicm  bad  his  bope» 
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•gsin  excited ;  ever  rea^  to  profit  by  trea^ery,  or  i«v(4t,  he 
deipatcfaed  an  emiMery  to  ^tcourage  the  inrarrectioii,  and  t« 
make  the  most  tempting  offers  to  induce  the  mutueers  to  if 
Bert,  and  join  the  BritiBh  standard  ;  but  the  messenger  himself 
fraitrated  hie  hopes,  by  delivering  the  papers  to  our  own  otficera. 

Having  completed  the  objecf  of  our  expedition,  we  re- 
turned to  our  cantonments  on  the  Slstinitant. 

February, — Major  General  Greene  hai  transmitted  to  Con- 
greu  an  account  ot  a  brilliant  action  of  General  Sumpter,  of 
the  southern  army,  a  few  weeks  since.  General  Sumpter 
et^ged  with  a  body  of  three  hundred  cavalry,  of  Tarieton's 
legion,  and  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  British  infantry.  The- 
conflict  was  warm  and  close,  in  which  the  enemy  were  re- 
pulsed. They  rallied,  and  on  the  second  charge  were  re- 
pulsed again.  They  made  a  third  etlort,  but  a  fire  from  u 
eminence,  occupied  by  the  continentals,  gave  them  an  eSec- 
lual  check ;  they  quitted  the  field  and  retired,  leaving  nine- 
ty dead  and  one  hundred  wounded.  Only  three  were  killed 
wid  fonr  wounded,  on  the  part  of  the  Americans,  among  the 
latter  is  General  Sumpter.  A  party  of  tories  from  the 
outposts  of  the  British,  advanced  to  intercept  the  wagons, 
end  avail  themselves  of  the  supplies.  General  Smallwood 
despatched  Brigadier  General  Morgan  rind  Lieutenant  Col- 
onel Washinetmi  to  attack  them.  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Washington,  heing  destitute  of  artillery,  made  use  of  the 
following  stratagem.  He  m^mnted  on  a  carriage  a  pine 
log  cut  into  the  form  of  a  caniion,  and  holding  out  the  ap- 
pearance of  an  attack  with  field  pieces,  gained  hts  point  by 
sending  a  flag,  and  demanding  the  immediate  surrender  a 
Colonel  Rugely  and  his  party,  consisting  of  one  hundred  and 
twelve  men,  who  on  the  approach  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Washington,  bad  retired  to  a  log  bam  on  Rugely's  plantatien. 
They  surrendered  without  firing  a  gun. 

lOih. — Accounts  have  been  received,  that  an  action  has 
been  fought  at  a  place  called  the  Cowpens,  in  Carolina,  he* 
tween  a  body  of  the  enemy,  under  the  celebrated  Colonel 
Tarleton,  with  one  thousand  one  hundred  men,  and  a  party  of 
about  eight  hundred  Americans,  under  the  command  of  the 
equally  celebrated  General  Morgan  ;  the  enemy  were  to- 
tally routed,  and  pursued  upwards  of  twenty  miles.  Of 
Tarleton's  party,  ten  officers  and  one  hundred  rank  and  file 
were  killed,  and  two  hundred  wounded,  twenty-nine  officers 
and  five  hundred  rank  and  file  were  taken  prisoners,  with 
two  field   pieces,  two   standards,   eight  hundred   muskets. 
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Ihirty-iiTe  wagooi,  leventy  negroes,  one  hundred  dragoon 
faorses,  one  travetliog  forge,  and  all  their  muBJc.  The  loss 
on  Morgan's  side  was  not  more  than  twelve  killed,  and  sixty 
wounded.  Moi^an  and  his  party  have  acquired  immortal 
honor,  and  in  this  action,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Washington, 
and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Howard  were  most  highly  distin- 
guished for  their  brave  and  gallant  conduct. 

1 4(A,— i-General  Warner  and  Colonel  Ashley,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, have  arrived  at  West  Point,  to  distribute  to  the 
floldiers  of  the  Massachusetts  line,  engaged  for  a  small  boun- 
ty to  serve  during  the  war,  twenty-four  dollars  in  specie 
each,  as  a  gratuity  from  the  state.  This  very  generous  act, 
aerves  to  dissipate  the  gloom  on  the  countenances  of  our 
hrave  soldiers  ;  it  enlivens  their  dejected  spirits,  and  con- 
vinces them  that  they  are  yet  the  objects  of  a  friendly  recol- 
lection. 

The  advance  gufird  of  our  army,  consisting  of  about  two 
hundred  men,  is  posted  at  Crompond,  about  twenty  miles 
below  West  Point,  and  is  relieved  every  two  or  three  weeks. 
A  surgeon  constantly  attends,  and  I  am  now  ordered  to  repair 
to  that  post,  to  relieve  Dr.  Thomas. 

Crompond,  March. — I  have  taken  my  quarters  at  Crom- 
pond, in  a  house  with  Major  Trescott,  who  commands  at 
this  post.  This  vicinity  is  constantly  harassed  by  small  par- 
ties of  volunteers  on  our  side,  and  parties  of  royalists  and 
tories  on  the  other,  who  are  making  every  effort  to  effect 
mutual  destruction  ;'  seeking  every  opportunity  to  beat  up 
each  others'  quarters,  and  to  kill  or  capture  all  who  are 
found  in  arms.  This  is  to  be  considered  as  a  very  hazardous 
situation,  it  requires  the  utmost  vigilance  to  guard  against  a 
surprise.  Major  Trescott  is  an  excellent  disciplinarian,  an 
active  vigilant  officer,  and  well  acquainted  with  his  duty-  "A 
party  of  volunteers  collected  here  on  horseback,  for  a  secret 
expedition,  and  liy  their  earnest  request,  Major  Trescott 
marched  in  the  night  with  a  party  to  cover  their  retreat, 
and  to  take  any  advantage  which  might  offer.  The  party 
returned  the  next  day  with  six  tory  prisoners,  three  of 
whom  were  wounded  hy  tl:e  broad  sword.  One  of  our 
volunteers,  named  Hunt,  received  a  dangerous  wound  through 
his  shoulder  and  lungs,  the  air  escaped  from  the  wound  at 
every  breath.  Dr.  Kustis  came  to  the  lines,  and  dilated 
the  wound  in  the  breast,  and  as  tlie  patient  is  athletic  and 
had  not  sustained  a  very  copious  loss  of  blood,  he  recom- 
mcudcd  repeated  and  liberal  blood-letting,  observing  that  in 
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order  to  cure  a  wonnd  through  the  lungs,  you  must  bleed 
your  patient  to  death.  He  eventually  recovered,*  which  is 
to  be  ascribed  principally  to  the  free  use  of  the  lancet  and 
such  abstemious  living,  as  to  reduce  him  to  the  greatest  ex- 
tremity. A  considerable  number  of  wounded  prisoners  re- 
ceive my  daily  attention. 

A  gentleman  volunteer,  by  name  Requaw,  received  a 
dangerous  wound  and  was  carried  into  the  British  lines  ;  I 
was  requested  by  his  brother  to  visit  him,  under  the  sanction 
of  a  flag  of  truce;  in  company  with  Dr.  White,  who  resides 
in  this  vicinity.  This  invitation  I  cheerfully  accepted,  and 
Mr.  Requaw  having  obtained  a  flag  from  the  proper  authori- 
ty and  procured  horses,'we  set  ofi*in  the  morning,  arrived  at 
West  Chester  before  evening,  and  dressed  the  wounded 
man.  We  passed  the  night  at  Mrs.  Barstow's,  mother-in- 
law  of  Dr.  W.  She  has  remained  at  her  farm  between  the 
lines  during  the  war,  and  being  friendly  to  our  interest,  has 
received  much  abusive  treatment  from  the  royalists.  ^  We 
were  treated  in  the  most  friendly  manner,  and  her  daughter, 
a  sensible  well  educated  girl,  entertained  us  in  conversa- 
tion till  one  o^clock  in  the  morning,  relating  numerous  occur- 
rences and  incidents  of  an  interesting  nature,  respecting 
the  royal  party.  The  next  day  we  visited  our  patient  again, 
paid  the  necessary  attention  and  repaired  to  a  tavern,  where 
I  was  gratified  with  an  interview  with  the  much  famed  Col- 
onel Delancy,  who  commands  the  refugee  corps.  He  con- 
ducted with  much  civility,  and  having  a  public  dinner  pre- 
pared at  the  tavern,  he  invited  us  to  dine  with  him  and  his 
officers.  After  dinner.  Colonel  Delancy  furnished  us  with  a 
permit  to '  return  with  our  flag  ;  we  rode  ten  miles,  and 
took  lodgings  in  a  private  house.  Here  we  were  informed 
that  six  of  our  men,  having  taken  from  the  refugees  thirty 
head  of  cattle,  were  overtaken  by  forty  of  Delancy 's  corps 
and  were  all  killed  but  one,  and  the  cattle  retaken.  In  the 
morning,  breakfasted  with  a  friendly  quaker  family,  in 
whose  house  was  one  of  our  men  who  had  been  wounded, 
when  four  others  were  killed  ;  we  dressed  his  wounds,  which 
were  numerous  and  dangerous.  In  another  house,  we  saw 
four  dead  bodies,  mangled  in  a  most  inhuman  manner  by  the 
refugees,  and  among  them,  one  groaning  under  five  wounds 
on  his  head,  two  of  them  quite  through  his  skull  bone  with  a 
broad  sword.  This  man  was  capable  of  giving  us  an  account 
of  the  murder  of  his  four  companions.  They  surrendered 
and  begged  for  life,  but  their  entreaties  were  disregarded, 
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tnd  the  iwordi  of  their  cruel  foes  were  plunged  into  Uwir 
bodiei  to  long  as  t'lgat  of  life  remained.  We  found  many 
frwnds  to  our  cau«e,  who  reside  on  their  farms  between  the 
lines  of  the  two  armiet,  whose  situation  is  truly  deplorablei 
being  continually  exposed  to  the  ravages  of  the  tories,  horse 
thieves,  and  cow-boys,  who  rob  and  plunder  them  without 
Bercy,  and  the  personal  abuse  and  punishments  which  they 
faflict,  is  almost  incredible.-  The  particulars  of  which  hare 
been  already  noticed,  page  333. 

On  the  4th  of  this  month,  the  grand  confederation  and  per- 
petual union  of  the  Thirteen  American  States,  from  New 
Hampshire  to  Georgia,  inclusive,  was  signed  and  ratified  by 
all  the  delegates  in  Coagreas.  This  instrument  has  long  been 
t  iubjeot  of  discussion  and  consideration  by  the  several  states,' 
and  by  some,  considerable  opposition  has  been  maintained 
•gainst  it,  which  has  impeded  its  ratification,  it  consists  of 
thirteea  articles,  entitled,  Articlet  of  Confederation  and  Ptr- 
fa*al  Union  bttitem  Ike  Thirteen  American  StaUe.  ■  By  this 
iMtrament,  each  state  retains  its  soversignty,  freedmn  and 
indepeodeoce,  and  the  states  severally,  enter  into  a  firm 
league  of  frieiidsbip  with  each  other'  for  their  common  de- 
fence,  the  security  of  their  liberties,  and  their  mutual  and 
general  welfare,  &c.  &c. 

■tSpril. — I  received  orders  to  return  to  the  high  lands  near 
West  Point,  to  inoculate  the  troops  with  (he  smallpox. 
Dined  with  Ctdonel  Scammel,  on  my  route,  with  a  number' 
of  gentlemen. 

lith. — Crossed  the  Hudson  to  the  hospital  at  Robinson'* 
house,  and  passed  the  oigbt  with  Dr.  Euitie,  the  next  day 
accompanied  him  to  Peekskill  to  visit  the  family  of  CoIod^ 
Laurence,  who  are  under  inoculation  with  the  smallpox, 
thence  to  the  quarters  of  Colonel  Scammel  and  Dr.  Findlay, 
returned  to  Uie  hospital  at  night,  and  the  next  day  crossed 
with  Dr.  Eustis  to  West  Point,  and  dined  at  General 
Heath's  quarters. 

CatUonmtnt,  High  Landt,  April  20th. — A  soldier  was  hang- 
ed to-day  for  desertion,  and  another  was  pardoned  under  the 
gallows  vrith  a  rope  round  his  neck. 

All  the  soldiers,  with  the  women  end  children,  who  have 
not  bad  the  smallpox,  are  now  under  iuocula(i(»i.  Of  our 
regiment,  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  were  subjects  of  the 
diaeese.  The  old  practice  of  previous  preparation  by  a 
Course  of  mercury  and  low  diet,  has  not  been  adopted  on 
this  occasion,  a  single  dose  of  jalap  and  calomel,  or  of  the 
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extract  of  butternut,  jug!ans  cinerta,  is  in  general  adiniiiia-' 
tered,  previous  to  the  appearance  of  the  symptoms.  '  As  to 
diet,  we  are  so  unfortunate  as  to  he  destitute  of  the  neces- 
sary comfortable  articles  of  food,  and  they  subsist  principal- 
ly on  their  common  rations  of  beef,  breed,  and  salt  pork. 
A  small  quantity  of  rice,  sugar,  or  molasses,  and  tea,  are 
procured  for  those  who  are  dangerously  sick.  Some  in- 
stances have  occurred  of  putrid  fever  supervening,  either  at 
the  first  onset,  or  at  the  approach  of  the  secondary  stage, 
and  a  few  cases  have  terminated  fatally.--  Many  of  our  pa-' 
tientx  were  improper  subjects  for  the  disease,  but  we  were 
under  the  necessity  of  inoculating  alt,  without  esception, 
whatever  might  be  their  condition  as  to  health.  Of  five 
huadred  who  have  been  inoculated,  four  only  have  died,  but 
in  other  iastauces,  the  proportion  of  deaths  is  much  more 
considerable.  The  extract  of  butternut  is  made  by  boiling 
down  the  Inner  bark  of  the  tree  ;  the  discovery  of  this  arti- 
cle is  highly  important,  and  it  may  be  considered  as  a  valua- 
ble acquisition  to  our  materia  medica.  The  country  people 
have  for  some  time  been  in  the  .practice  of  using  it,  and  Dr. 
Rush,  who  was  for  a  short  period  at  the  head  of  our  hospital 
department,  has  recommended  the  employment  of  it  amonz 
our  patients,  as  a  mild,  yet  sufficiently  active  cathartic,  and 
a  valuable  and  economical  substitute  for  jalap.  It  operates 
without  creating  heat  or  irritation,  and  is  found  to  be  effica- 
cious in  cases  of  dysentery  and  bilious  complaints.  As  the 
butternut  tree  abounds  in  our  country,  we  may  obtain  at  a 
very  little  expense,  a  valuable  domestic  article  of  medicine. 
Though  there  is  much  reason  to  suppose  that  our  own  soil  is 
prolific  in  remedies  adapted  to  the  diseases  of  our  country, 
the  butternut  is  the  only  cathartic  deserving  of  confidence, 
which  we  have  yet  discovered. 

•  30;^.— Dined  at  West  Point,  with  Dr.  Thomas,  and  ac- 
companied him  to  General  Patterson's  quarters  ;  the  general 
humorously  apologized,  that  he  could  afford  us  nothing  bet- 
ter than  a  miserable  glass  of  whiskey  grog. '  Passed  the 
river  to  the  hospital.  Dr.  Eustis  being  indisposed,  he  re-  ( 
quested  me  to  bleed  him,  and  1  passed  the  night  at  the 
Point. 

Intelligence  has  reached  us,  that  Brigadier  General  Peleg 
Wadsworth,  who  commanded  a  detachment  of  militia  at  a 
place  called  Camden,  in  the  province  of  Maine,  has  been 
surprised  and  taken  prisoner,  in  the  night,  by  a  party  of 
Sritish  soldiers  sent  for  this  purpose  from  their  post  at  Pe- 
S3 
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nobscot.  It  is  added,  that  the  general  defended  himself  in 
the  most  ilariDg  and  spirited  manner,  till  he  received  a  wound 
and  was  entirely  overpowered.  See  the  particnlars  of  this 
extraordinary  afTair,  in  the  Appendix. 

I  accompanied  Dr.  John  Hart  to  New  Windsor,  to  paj  our 
respects  to  Dr.  John  Cochran,  who  is  latelj  promoted  to  the 
ofiSce  of  Director  General  of  the  hospitals  of  the  United 
States,  as  successor  to  Dr.  Shippen,  resigned.  We  dined 
with  Dr.  Cochran,  in  company  with  Drs.  Eustis  and  S.  Ad- 
ams. Dr.  Cochran  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  He  served 
in  the  office  of  surgeon's  mate  in  the  hospital  department, 
during  tlie  war  between  the  English  and  French,  which  com- 
menced in  America,  in  1755,  and  left  the  service  with  the 
reputation  of  an  able  and  experienced  practitioner.  From 
that  time  to  this,  he  has  devoted  himself  to  his  professional 
pursuits  in  New  Jersey,  and  has  been  eminently  distinguish- 
ed as  a  practitioner  in  medicine  and  surgery.  Finding  his 
native  country  involved  in  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  his  zeal 
and  attachment  to  her  interest,  impelled  him  to  the  theatre 
of  action,  and  he  proffered  his  services  as  a  volunteer  in  the 
hospital  department.  General  Washington,  justly  appreciat- 
ing his  merit  and  character,  recommended  him  to  Congress, 
by  whom  he  was  in  April,  1777,  appointed  physician  and 
surgeon  general  in  the  middle  department.  He  is  now  pro- 
moted to  the  office  of  director  general  of  the  hospitals  of 
the  United  States.*  Dr.  James  Craig,  who  now  succeeds 
Dr.  Cochran,  as  surgeon  and  physician  general,  was  also 
employed  in  the  French  war  of  1759,  with  General  Wash- 
ington, who  held  the  office  uf  major,  and  when  a  mutual 
attachment  was  formed  between  them. 

By  intelligence  from  our  army  of  the  south,  under  com- 
mand of  Major  General  Greene,  afTairs  in  that  quarter  arc 

•  NdI  lonj!  iflcr  the  dote  of  Ilia  war,  Dr.  Cochrui  tpmaccil  nilh  his  funil)'  tu 
New  York,  where  he  itiended  <o  the  iluijes  of  hig  prorcnion,  (ill  ihe  Dda|itiaii  of  Ihe 
new  eoniiitutioD,  when  hii friend,  Prcstdeot  Wuhineion,  TElainiDf,  Lo  use  hiiown 
word!,  "  »  cheerful  recollceiion  of  his  past  services,  nominaled  liim  lo  the  oflicB 
of  commis.-ioncroflosnB  tor  Ihe  stale  of  New  York.     This  office  he  held  lillapsra- 

be  gsio  in  his  resienalion,  and  retired  to  Pilaline,  in  the  rnuntv  of  Mongainerir, 
vhece  ho  tenninUed  a  long  and  useful  life,  on  Ihe  6th  of  April,  1S07,  in  (he  riih 

"  He  united  a  Tigorous  mind  and  correct  judpnent,  nilh  information  dcriicd  and 
improicd  from  long  ei]keriencc,  nnd  fuilhful  habits  of  allenlion  to  the  duties  nf  his 
proEmion."  He  poasensed  Ihe  pure  and  inReiibte  principlesof  giatnoliMn.  and  his 
ulegrity  was  ummpeaehable.  It  is  fratifying  lu  have  this  ofiponunitj  of  ciprcss- 
ini  a  respectful  recollcciion  of  hii  uibanity  and  civiliiicj,  and  of  aflbrding  (his  small 
Irikule  to  his  cheridied  mcDtor)'. 
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ezceeiling:l7  unpropitious  and  discouraging.  The  troops  are 
so  destitute  of  clothing,  that  their  footsteps  are  marked  with 
blood  for  want  of  shoes ;  their  food  consists,  part  of  the 
time,  of  rice,  with  fri^s  from  ponds  and  ditches,  and  some- 
times of  peaches  and  berries.  When  they  obtain  a  small 
supply  of  beef,  it  is  so  miserably  poor  as  scarcely  to  be  eat- 
able- The  array  is  continually  harassed  in  marching  through 
the  country,  sometimes  executing  successful  and  honorable 
eiploits,  and  again  compelled  to  retreat  before  a  victorious 
enemy  with  hair  breadth  escapes.  Never,  perhaps,  were 
opposing  commanders  more  equally  matched,  than  General 
Greene  and  Lord  Cornwallis,  though  the  former  is  almost 
constantly  laboring  under  the  disadvantage  of  Inferiority  of 
numbers,  and  of  physical  force. 

General  Greene  communicates  to  Congress,  an  account  of 
a  rery  obstinate  and  bloody  battle  fought  by  the  two  armies, 
at  Guilford  court-house,  North  Carolina,  a  few  weeks  since. 
Our  commander  was  compelled  to  yield  to  his  adversary, 
but  it  is  a  victory  purchased  at  a  ruinous  price.  Seven  days 
after  the  action,  General  Greene  writes,  that  Cornwallis's 
troops  were  too  much  galled  to  improve  their  success,  that 
he  had  been  preparing  for  another  action,  expecting  the  ene- 
my to  advance,  hut  of  a  sudden  they  took  tlieir  departure, 
and  left  behind  them  evident  marks  of  distress.  All  the 
wounded  at  Guilford  who  had  fallen  into  their  hands  ;  and 
seventy  of  their  own,  too  ill  to  be  moved,  were  left  behind. 
Most  of  their  oRicers  suffered  ;  Lord  Cornwallis  had  his 
horse  shot  under  him.  Colonel  Stuart,  of  the  guards,  was 
killed.  General  O'Hara  and  Colonels  TaHelon  and  Web- 
ster, wounded.  Their  whole  loss  is  reported  to  be  sis  hun- 
dred and  sixty-three,  exclusive  of  officers.  General  Greene 
returned  three  hundred  and  twenty-nine  killed,  wounded 
and  missing;  many  of  the  latter  went  to  Iheir  homes  after 
the  action.     Generals  Stevens  and  Hugar  were  wounded. 

A  large  detachment  of  IJritish  troops  and  refugees,  em- 
barked at  New  York  some  time  since,  bound  on  an  expedi- 
tion to  Virginia,  under  the  command*  of  the  infamous  trai- 
tor Arnold.  He  took  possession  of  Portsmouth,  on  James 
river,  where  ihey  are  employed  in  ravaging  and  rifling  the 
plantations,  and  destroying  public  and  private  property.  An- 
other body  of  royalists  has  lately  been  sent  from  New  York, 
under  Major  General  Phillips,  who,  now  having  the  chief 
command  of  the  British  in  Virginia,  united  with  Arnold  in  a 
j'redatory  warfare.     General   Phillips  died  soon  after,  and 
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'  Arnold  again  resumed  the  cwnmaod.  The  Mtrqais  ds  1& 
Fayette,  with  a  command  of  about  ose  thousand  five  hundred 
light  iafantry,  detached  from  our  main  army,  is  on  his  march 
to  Virginia,  where  he  is  to  join  a  body  of  continentals  and 
militia  under  Baron  Steuben  and  (general  Muhlenburg,  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  that  country  from  the  depredations  of 
the  enemy. 

■A/ay. — The  continental  army  in  Carolina,  were  successful 
after  the  action  of  Guilford,  and  gained  the  ascendency  in 
that  quarter  over  the  British.  On  the  10th  of  May,  Lord 
Rawdeu  evacuated  Camden  with  precipitation,  leaving  be- 
hind three  of  his  officers  and  fifty  privates,  who  had  been 
dangerously  wounded  and  were  unable  to  be  removed.  He 
burnt  the  stores,  baggage,  &.c.  ;  and  left  the  town  a  heap  of 
ruins.  The  next  day  the  strong  post  of  Orangebui^  surren- 
dered to  Genera)  Sumpter.  One  colonel,  several  other 
officers,  and  eighty  rank  and  file  were  made  prisoners.  Next 
followed  on  the  li2th,  fort  Motte,  the  garrison  consisting  of 
nineteen  officers  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  men,  who  surren- 
dered to  General  Mariohiss  did  also  fort  Granby,  on  the 
14th.  10  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lee,  when  one  lieutenant  colo- 
.  uel,  two  majors,  six  captains,  six  lieutenants,  three  ensigns, 
one  surgeon,  and  three  hundred  and  thirty-three  rank  and 
fdc,  became  his  prisoners.  Large  quantities  of  provisions, 
and  some  military  stores,  were  found  in  several  of  the  forts, 
and  in  the  baggage  belonging  to  the  nineteenth  regiment 
were  found  seven  hundred  guineas,  which  it  is  said  General 
Greene  distributed  among  his  troops,  as  a  reward  for  their 
bravery  and  snlferings. 

'  The  spirit  of  desertion  appears  to  prevail  to  a  considera- 
ble degree  among  both  the  British  and  Hessians  at  New 
York.  Instances  have  been  frequent  for  several  months 
past,  of  two  or  three  coming  out  together.  Some  of  them 
offer  to  engage  in  our  service,  but  they  are  rejected  and  sent 
into  the  country,  where  they  cannot  effect  any  mischievous 
purpose.  Deserters  are  always  to  be  suspected,  as  they 
are  not  unfreqiicntly  employed  as  spies,  who  desert  hack 
again,  with  intelligence  for  the  enemy.  Not  long  since,  a 
Captain  Simmons,  of  Delancy's  corps,  came  over  to  our  lines 
and  was  sent  up  to  West  Point.  He  asserted  that,  being 
disaffected  with  the  enemy  on  some  pretences,  he  had  re- 
signed his. commission  and  deserted  from  them  ;  he  was  de- 
livered over  to  the  governor  of  the  state.  A  few  days  since 
a  groom  belongii^  to  an  officer  in  the  British  service,  d^- 
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serted  irith  a  valuable  horse  from  his  master,  which  he  sold 
for  one  hundred  dollars  in  specie. 

A  party  of  cootineDtal  troops,  commanded  fay  Colonel 
Christopher  Greene,  of  Rhode  Island,  being  stationed  on  our 
lines  near  Crotin  river,  were  surprized  by  a  pai-ty  of  Uie 
enemy,  about  sunrise  on  the  13th  instant.  They  first  attacic- 
ed  Colonel  Greene's  and  Major  Flagg's  quarters,  and  killed 
the  major  while  in  bed.  The  colonel  being  badly  wounded 
in  the  house,  was  carried  into  the  woods  and  barbarously 
murdered.  Two  subalterns  and  twenty-seren  privates  were 
also  killed,  and  a  lieutenant  and  surgeon,  with  about  twenty 
men  taken  prisoners.  This  melancholy  event  is  most  deep- 
ly regretted  ;  Colonel  Greene  bravely  distinguished  himself 
in  defence  of  fort  Mercer,  at  Red  bank,  in  October,  1777, 
and  has  ever  been  considered  as  a  valiant  and  vigilant  officer. 
He  had  taken  jiost  in  a  situation  to  guard  a  certain  fording 
place  at  Crot^  river,  and  had  practised  the  greatest  vigil- 
ance in  the  night  time,  calling  off  his  guards  at  sunrise,  on 
the  idea  that  the  enemy  would  not  presume  to  cross  in  the 
day  time,  but  the  enemy  having  learnt  his  mode  of  perform- 
ing duty,  effected  their  purpose  by  crossing  the  ford  immedi- 
ately after  the  guard  had  been  withdrawn,  and  the  surprize 
was  so  complete  that  no  practicable  defence  could  avail 
them.  It  will  not  be  denied,  that  an  enemy  may  be  justified  in 
availing  himselfof  every  opportunity  of  gaining  an  advantage 
over  his  antagonist,  or  that  in  some  instances,  slaughter  is 
unavoidable  ;  but  a  wanton  and  unnecessary  sacritice  of  life 
is  on  all  occasions  to  be  deprecated  as  a  disgraceful  violation 
of  the  dictates  of  humanity. 

•  General  Washington  has  performed  a  journey  to  Connecticut, 
for  the  purpose  of  an  interview  with  the  Count  de  Rochambeau, 
chief  commander  of  the  F'rcnch  troqis  now  at  Rhode  Island. - 
The  object  of  this  interview  is  supposed  to  be  the  concerting  of  a 
system  of  measures  to  be  pursued  by  the  allied  army  in  tlie  en- 
suing campaign. 

Private  intelligence  from  a  confidratial  source  we  understand 
has  been  received  at  head  quarters,  that  a  plan  has  been  con- 
certed in  New  York,  to  send  out  four  parties,  one  to  assassinate 
or  take  General  Washingtffli,  anotlier  Governor  Livingston,  of 
New  Jersey,  a  third  Governor  Clinton,  of  the  state  of  New 
York,  and  the  object  of  the  fourth  is  unlmown  ;  measures  will 
undoubtedly  be  adopted  to  guard  against  and  defeat  this  smgular 
enterprise. 
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'  It  has  several  times  happened  that  an  artful  and  enterprising 
fellow,  bj  the  name  of  Moody,  employed  by  the  Britiish  in  New 
York,  has  succeeded  in  taking  our  mull  from  the  post  rider  on 
the  road,  though  he  has  had  some  very  reinarl;able  escapes. 
Aller  the  interview  of  GeoGral  Washington  and  Count  Rocliam- 
beau,  the  British  were  particularly  desirous  of  obtaining  intel- 
ligence relative  to  the  reeult.  Accordingly  Moody  was  again 
despatched  to  effect  tlie  object.  Being  perfectly  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  roads  and  passes,  be  waylaid  Hie  mail  for  some  days 
in  the  Jerseys,  till  at  length  it  was  his  good  fortune  to  possess 
himself  of  that  very  mail  which  contained  General  Wasliington's 
despatches  to  Congress,  communicating  the  information  which 
was  the  object  of  their  desires.  This  valuable  prize  be  had  the 
address  to  bear  olf  to  New  York  in  safely. 
.  Jujie  20lh. — It  is  directed  in  general  orders,  that  the  whole 
army  at  this  place  march  and  encamp  at  Peekskill,  leaving  tlie 
invalids  and  a  small  party,  to  garrison  West  Point.  Une  of  the 
ihree  divisions  of  the  army  is  to  pass  the  Hudson  each  day,  till 
all  have  crossed. ' 

Camp,  Peekskill,  June  22d. — Our  division  of  the  army  cross- 
ed the  Hudson  at  West  Point  landing  yesterday,  and  reached 
Peekskill  at  night.  We  have  left  our  cantonments  in  a  woody 
mountain,  affording  a  romantic  and  picturesque  scenery  of  na- 
ture clothed  in  her  wild  and  winter  attire,  having  scarcely  the 
appearance  of  vegetation.  A  splendid  world  is  iioiv  open  to  our 
view,  all  nature  is  in  animation — the  fields  and  meadows  display 
the  beauties  of  spring,  a  pleasing  variety  of  vegetables  and 
flowers  perfume  tlie  air,  and  the  charming  music  of  the  feath- 
ered tribe  delights  our  ears.  But  there  is  a  contract  in  inu:^ic. 
Wliat  can  compai-e  ivith  that  martial  band,  the  dnim  and  fife, 
bugle  horn  and  shrill  trumpet„which  set  the  war-liorse  in  motion, 
thrill  through  every  fibre  of  the  human  frame,  still  the  groans 
of  the  dying  soldier,  and  stimulate  the  living  to  the  noblest  deeds 
of  glory  ?  The  full  roll  of  the  drum,  which  salutes  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  the  animating  beat,  which  calls  to  arms  fur 
the  battle,  the  reveille,  which  breaks  our  slumbers  at  t\avm  of 
day,  with  "  come,  strike  your  tents,  and  march  away,"  and  the 
evening  tattoo,  which  commands  to  retirement  and  repose ; 
these  form  ineonipariibly  the  most  enchanting  music  thnt  has 
ever  vibrated  on  my  ewr. 

2'J(l. — The  army  is  now  concentrated  to  a  point  in  this  place, 
and  encamped  in  two  lines,  and  in  the  same  regular  order  that 
the  troops  usually  form  in  a  line  of  battle,  occupying  a  very 
large  estcnt  of  ground  and  covering  fields  of  com,  grain  and 
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meadows.  Our  brigade  is  stationed  on  the  led  of  the  second 
line.  The  campaign  is  now  about  to  be  opened,  and  we  expect 
in  a  few  days  that  the  French  army  will  form  a  junction  with 
us  to  cooperate  with  our  troops. 

July  1st. — A  division  of  our  French  allies  are  on  their  niarcb 
from  Rhode  Island,  to  unite  with  us  in  the  service  of  the  cam- 
paign. Great  preparations  are  continually  making  for  some 
important  operation,  and  it  is  in  genera)  conjectured  that  the 
object  of  the  campaign  is  to  besiege  New  York.  We  are  or- 
dered to  have  four  days'  provisions  cooked,  and  to  march*  at 
three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  leaving  all  our  baggage  behind, 
except  a  single  blanket  to  each  man.  It  is  remariTable  that  we 
have  so  much  as  four  days'  provisions  on  hand-' 

Camp,  PkiUipsburgh,^July  5th. — Tlie  reveille  beat  at  three 
o'clock  on  the  3d  instant,  when  wc  marched  and  reached  Tarry- 
town  in  the  evening  ;  the  weather  being  extremely  hot,  the 
troops  were  much  fatigued.  Halted  at  Tarrytoivn  about  two 
hours,  and  then  proceeded,  marched  all  night,  and  at  sunrise 
arrived  within  two  milesof  the  enemy's  works  at  King's  bridge. 
Having  halted  about  two  hours,  a  tiring  of  cannon  and  musketry 
was  heard  in  front,  and  we  were  informed  that  a  party  of  our 
troops  had  engaged  the  enemy,  and  we  were  ordered  to  advance 
rapidly  to  their  assistance  ;  but  before  we  could  reach  the 
scene  of  action,  the  enemy  had  retired  within  their  strong  works. 
A  detachment  of  continental  troops,  under  command  of  Major 
Cieaera]  Lincoln,  went  down  the  North  river  in  boats  in  the 
night,  to  attack  the  enemy  by  surprise,  or  to  draw  them  out 
to  a  distance  from  their  works,  to  afford  an  opportunity  to 
the  Commander  in  Chief  to  engage  them  in  the  field,  hut 
this  object  could  not'  be  accomplished,  and  a  skirmish  only 
ensued,  in  which  both  parties  suffered  some  loss,  and  Gene- 
ral Lincoln  brought  off  ten  prisoners.  We  took  our  repose 
for  the  night  in  the  open  field,  and  our  tents  and  baggage  hav- 
ing arrived  the  next  day,  we  pitched  our  encampment  in  two 
lines,  on  the  most  advantageous  ground,  within  a  few  mil^s 
of  the  outposts  of  the  enemy.  The  French  army,  under 
General  Rochambeau,  have  arrived  and  encamped  at  a 
small  distance  on  the  left  of  the  Americans. 

The  French  legion  of  dragoons  and  infantry,  under  com- 
mand of  the  Duke  de  Lauzun,  arrived  and  took  their  station 
near  our  encampment,  and  appear  in  true  military  style  ; 
they  are  a  line  looking  corps,  full  of  military  ardor,  and  in 
conjunction  with  Colonel  Sheldon's  dragoons,  mucii  important 
service  is  expected- 
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-  ^lk. — Oar  army  was  drawn  np  id  a  line  and  reviened  by 
.General  Rochambeau,  commander  in  chief  of  the  French 
wfflf ,  witfa  his  Excellency  General  Washington  and  other 
general  officers. 

lOtA.— Another  review  took  place  in  presence  of  the  French 
amhasBador,  from  Philadelphia,  after  which  (he  French  army 
pa»ed  a  review  in  presence  of  the  general  officers  of  both 
annieB. 

13lA. — Notwithstanding  the  actire  bustle  which  attends 
oup  present  sitnation,  I  received  an  invitation  with  a  number 
of  officers  of  our  regiment,  to  dine  with  a  party  of  French 
officers  in  their  camp.  We  were  politely  received  (inder 
an  elegant  marquee,  oar  entertainment  consisted  of  excel- 
lent soup,  roast  beef,  fcc.  served  in  French  style.  The 
gentlemen  appear  desirous  of  cultivating  an  acquaintance 
with  our  officers,  but  being  ignorant  of  each  others'  language, 
we  can  enjoy  but  little  conversation.  The  French  army  ex- 
hibit their  martial  array  to  (he  greatest  advantage.  In  the 
officers  we  recognize  the  accomplished  gentlemen,  free  and 
affable  in  their  manners.  Their  military  dress  and  side  arms 
are  elegant,  the  troops  are  under  the  strictest  discipline, 
and  are  amply  provided  with  arms  and  accoutrements,  ivhich 
are  kept  in  the  neatest  order  ;  they  are  in  complete  uniform, 
coats  of  white  broadcloath,  trimmed  with  green,  and  tvhite 
nnderdress,  and  on  their  heads  they  wear  a  singular  kind  of 
hat  or  chapeau-  It  is  unlike  our  cocked  hats  in  having  but 
two  corners  instead  of  three,  which  gives  them  a  very  novel 
appearance.  It  has  been  remarked  to  Iheir  honor,  that  dur- 
ing their  march  from  Newport  to  join  our  army,  their  course 
has  been  marked  with  (he  most  exemplary  order  and  regu- 
larity, committing  no  depredations,  but  conducting  towards 
the  inhabitants  on  their  route,  with  great  civility  and  propri- 
ety.- We  now  greet  them  as  friends  and  allies,  and  they 
manifest  a  zealous  determination  to  act  in  unison  with  us 
against  the  common  enemy.  This  conduct  must  have  a  hap- 
py tendency  to  eradicate  from  the  minds  of  the  Americans 
their  ancient  prejudices  against  the  French  people.  They 
punctually  paid  their  expences  in  hard  money,  which  made 
them  acceptable  guests  wherever  they  passed,  and  in  fact, 
the  large  quantity  of  solid  coin,  which  they  brought  into  the 
United  States,  is  to  be  considered  as  of  infinite  importance 
at  the  present  period  of  our  affairs. 

I5lh. — Two  of  the  British  frigates,  and  several  smaller 
vessels,  passed  up  the  North  river  as  far  as  Tarrytown.  m 
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defiance  of  9ur  camon,  ivhich  w«re  coDttnually  plaj'ing  on 
them.  Their  object  appears  to  be,  to  seize  some  of  our 
small  vessels  which  are  passing  down  the  rirer  with  supplies 
for  our  army.  One  small  sloop,  loaded  with  bread  for  tha 
French  army,  has  fallen  into  their  bands.' 

nth. — A  fine  corps  of  light  infantry,  selected  from  (ha 
several  New  England  regiments,  is  now  formed  and  put  un- 
der the  immediate  command  of  Colonel  Alexander  Scammel, 
formerly  our  adjutant  general.  This  select  corps,  consist- 
ing of  the  most  active  and  soldierly  young  men  and  officers, 
is  intended  to  march  in  advance  of  the  main  army,  constant' 
ly  prepared  for  active  and  hazardous  service.  Colonel 
Scammel  was  indulged  the  liberty  of  choosing  bis  own  offi' 
cers,  rejecting  those  whom  he  deemed  unfit  for  his  enter- 
prizing  purpose.  According  to  regular  detail  it  fell  to  the 
lot  of  Dr-  C.  to  act  as  surgeon  to  this  corps,  but  it  was  the 
doctor's  misfortune  to  have  one  blink  eye,  and  not  being  per- 
fectly active,  Colonel  Seammel  objected  to  him,  and  desired 
that  he  might  be  exchaiwed  for  one  more  competent  to  the 
duties  of  the  service,  hi  consequence  of  this,  I  received  a 
billet  from  Dr.  James  Craig,  chief  f>hysician  and  surgeon  to 
the  army,  requesting  me  to  repair  to  the  detachment  im- 
mediately, and  take  the  place  of  Dr.  C.  Col(»iel  Jackson, 
unwilling  to  hare  his  regiment  left  destitute  of  a  surgeon, 
strongly  protested  against  it,  but  Colonel  Scammel  was  stren- 
uous, ana  finally  prevailed,  and  I  now  enjoy  the  honour  of 
officiating  as  surgeon  to  a  fine  corps  of  infantry,  commanded 
by  an  officer  of  the  first  military  reputation.  Dr.  Munson, 
of  the  Connecticut  line,  is  my  mate,  and  the  medical  duties 
of  Colonel  Jackson's  regiment  devolve  on  Dr.  Francis  La 
Baron  Goodwin,  su^eon'i  mate,  during  my  absence. 

I9th. — The  British  frigates  that  passed  up  the  North 
river  a  few  days  since,  took  the  advantage  of  wind  and  tide 
to  return  to  New  York.  -  A  severe  cannonade  commenced 
from  our  battery  at  Dobb's  ferry,  where  the  river  is  about 
three  miles  wide,  they  were  compelled  literally  to  ran  the 
gantlet.  They  returned  the  fire  as  they  passed,  but  without 
effect.  On  board  the  Savage,  ship  of  war,  a  box  of  powder 
took  fire,  and  such  was  their  consternation,  that  twenty  peo- 
ple jumped  into  the  river,  among  whom  was  a  prisoner  on 
board,  who  informs  us  that  he  was  the  only  man  who  got  on 
shore,  all  the  others  beir^  drowned.  He  reports  also,  that 
the  Savage  was  several  times  hulled  by  our  shot,  and  was 
very  near  sinking.  lu  the  evening  of  the  Slst,  our  army  and 
33 
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^  Freneh  were  pat  in  tnotion,  narchiog  with  great  rapiditr 
tbroHgh  a  thick  unfrequented. wood  and  iwamps,  and  throngk 
field*  of  corn  and  whaat.  Paining  tbnmgh  a  iwamp  in  the 
BUjhti  oar  rear  guard,  and  myself  with  Dr.  Munfton,Jo§t  light 
of  the  main  armj'  far  more  tiian  an  hour,  and  I  got  a  levere 
J«11  from  my  horse-  In  the  mornibg,  we  arrived  near  the 
enemy's  post  at  Morriiiania,  hot  they  bad  taken  the  alarm, 
9iid  escaped  to  New- York.  Having  continued  there  durii^ 
the  day,  we  retired  in  the  evenhig  about  five  or  six  milei, 
9itd  lay  on  the  hills  near  King'i  bridge,  where  we  remained 
unmolested  till  the  night  of  ^e  2Sa,  when  we  returned  to 
pur  encampment.  While  near  the  enemy's  lines,  the  army 
was  drawn  up  in  a  line  b(  battle,  and  General  Wa^mgton, 
General  Rocnambeau,  and  all  the  general  officers  and  engi- 
Beeri,  nere  employed  in  reconnoitring  the  different  positiens 
ef  the  enemy's  worki  in  all  directions.  The  position  wki^ 
we  now  occupy  ii  the  neutral  ground  between  the  liBea,  a 
beautiful  fertile  country,  and  the  roads  and  commons  as  well 
as  the  enclosnres  are  loaded  with  grass,  while  the  deserted 
houses  in  ruins,  and  the  prostrate  fences,  exhibit  the  melan- 
choly devastation  ofwaii. 

Camp,  near  Vobb'a  ferry,  July  Slst. — Our  detachment  un- 
der Colonel  Scammel,  marched  last  evening  down  to  Phil- 
lips' house,  near  the  enemy's  works,  on  a  foraging  espeditim. 
After  our  wagons  were  loaded,  we  retired  into  the  woods 
and  lay  in  ambush,  with  the  hope  that  the  enemy  would  give 
OS  an  apportunity  to  engage  them,  but  they  did  not  make 
their  appearance. 

■•Sngvtt  ISfk. — A  most  tremendous  storm  of  rain  came  on 
^st  night,  and  continued  almost  incessantly  ;  about  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  a  sudden  gust  rent  our  tents  asunder 
and  whirled  them  about  our  ears,  leaving  us  destitute  of 
shelter,  and  most  thoroughly  drenched. 

Ibth. — A  French  soldier,  who  deserted,  and  was  taken 
on  his  way  to  the  enemy,  was  shot  in  the  French  camp. 

General  orders  are  now  issued  for  the  army  to  prepare 
for  a  movement  at  a  moment's  notice.  The  real  object  of 
the  allied  aimies  the  present  campaign,  has  become  a  sub- 
ject of  much  speculation.  Ostensibly  an  investment  of  the 
city  of  New  York  is  in  contemplation — preparations  in  all 
quarters  for  some  months  past,  indicate  this  to  be  the  object 
of  our  combined  operations.  The  capture  of  this  place, 
would  be  a  decisive  stroke,  and  from  the  moment  such 
event  takes  place,  Uie  Ei^lish  must  renounce  all  b<^es  of 


AvaeaT.]  iiIlit&rt  joukral,  1181.  i}61 

■ubnnting  th»  United  States.     Bit  Mew  York  'n  wftll  ftnrtU 
fiea  both  liy  lawl  and  water,  and  garrisoned  by  tbe  beat 


troops  of  Qreat  Britain.  The  saccflBs  of  a  liege  must  de* 
petM  entirelj  on  the  arrival  and  cooperation  of  a  superior 
Freaeb  fleet.     Tbe  enemy  have  a  garrison  at  States  Islcfndt 


whicfa  is  separated  from  Long  Island  wAy  by  a  strait  of  tivo- 
miles  wide.  Tbe  capture  of  tbii  garrison  would  be  a  bril- 
liant affair,  and  would  essentially  facilitate  our  operatitHn 
against  New  York,  i  Genera)  Washington  and  Connt  R»- 
cbambeau  hare  crossed  tbe  North  river,  and  it  is  si^poBed' 
for  the  purpose  of '  reconnoitrn^  the  enemy's  ]K)sts  from  tb« 
Jersey  shore,  A  field  for  an  extensive  encaiepment  hai 
bees  marked  dut'  on  tbe  Jersey  side,  and  a  number  of  oreni 
have  been  erected  and  fuel  provided  for  tbe  pui^tose  itf 
baking  bread  for  the  army.'  From  these  combined  circun^ 
staocea  we  are  led  to  conclude,  that  a  part  of  our  besieging- 
force  is  to  occupy  that  ground.  But  General  Washingtoft' 
posseiaes  a  capacious  nmid,  full  of  resources,  and  he  resolve*' 
andijnatureB  his  great  plans  alnd  designs  ander  an  impene- 
trable veil  of  secrecy,'  and  while  we  repose  the  fullest  confi- 
dence in  our  chief,  our  own  opinionvmust  be  founded  only  oa 
doubtful  conjectures.  ■  The  rc^al  army  at  New  York,  have 
received  a  reenforcemetat  of  three  thousand  Germans  frooi 
Europe. 

sunk. — According  to  orders,  we  commenced  oar  line  of 
march  yesterday,  a  party  of  pioneers  being  sent  forward  to 
clear  the  road  towards  King's  brieve,  and  we  expected  im- 
mediately to  follow  in  that  direction  ;  but  an  army  is  a 
machine,  whose  motions  are  directed  by  its  chief.  When 
tbe  troops  were  paraded  for  the  march,  they  were  ordered 
to  face  to  the  ripit  about,  and  making  a  retrograde  move- 
ment up  tbe  side  of  the  North  river,  we  have  reached  Kbg's 
ferry,  and  are  preparing  to  cross  the  Hudson  at  this  ferry. 
Our  allies  are  in  our  rear,  and  it  is  probable  we  are  destin- 
ed to  occupy  the  grennd  on  the  Jersey  side.'- 

Camp,  Trtnton,  ,Sagv$t  Slit. — Coloeet  Laurens  has  ar- 
rived at  head  quarters  on  his  way  from  Boston  to  Philadel- 
phia. This  gentleman  is  the  md  of  Mr.  tieniy  Laurens,  our 
ambassador  to  H<dland,  who  is  now  confined  ist  the  tower  of 
London.  We  have  the  pleasieg  informsrtion,  that  he  has 
brought  with  him  from  France,  a  large  sum  of  specie  for 
tbe  United  States.  He  reports  that  the  different  powers  of 
continental  Europe  are  mendly  to-  tbe  cause  in  wbich  we 
are  ragaged. 
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Our  Bituatifn  rerainds  me  of  lome  theatrical  exhibition 
where  the  iotereat  and  expectations  of  the  ipectaton  are 
cwtiDually  increasing,  and  where  curiotity  is  wrought  to  the 
highest  point.  '  Our  destiuatioD  has  been  Cor  Eome  tinie%at- 
tfff  of  perplexing  doubt  and uncertsiiAy  ;  bets  have  rudiiigh 
on  one  side,  that  we  were  to  occupv  the  ground  marked  out 
00  the  Jersey  shore,  to  aid  in  the  siege  of  New  York,  and  on 
the  other,  that  we  are  stealing  a  inarch  on  the  enemy,  wt 
and  are  actually  destined  to  Virginia,  in  pursuit  of  the  army 
'  noder  Lord  Corowallia.  We  crossed  at  King's  ferry,  Slat 
instant,  and  encamped  at  Harerstraw.  A  number  of  bat- 
teanx,  mounted  on  carriages,  have  followed  in  our  train, 
supposed  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  the  troapa  over  to 
Staten  Island.  22d-  Resumed  our  line  of  march,  passing 
rajiidly  through  Faramus,  Acquackanack,  Spring6eld,  and 
Princeton.  We  have  now  passed  all  the  enemy's  posts,  and 
afe  pursuit^  our  route  with  increased  rapdity  towards  Fbila- 
^phia  ;  wagons  have  been  prepared  to  carry  the  soldiers' 
packs,  that  they  may  press  forward  with  greater  facility. 
Our  destination  can  no  longer  be  a  secret.  The  British  ar- 
my,  under  Lord  Cornwallis,  is  unquestionably  the  object  of  our 
present  expedition.  It  is  now  rumored  that  a  French  fleet 
may  soon  be  expected  to  arrive  in  Chesapeake  bay,  to  co- 
operate with  the  allied  army  in  that  quarter.  The  great 
secret  respecting  our  late  preparations  and  movements  can 
now  be  explained.  It  was  a  judiciously  concerted  strata- 
gem, calculated  to  menace  and  alarm  Sir  Henry  Clinton  for 
the  safety  of  the  garrison  of  New  York,  and  induce  him  to 
recall  a  part  of  bis  troops  from  Virginia,  for  his  own  de- 
fence ;  or  perhaps  keeping  an  eye  on  the  city,  to  attempt  its 
capture,  provided  that  by  the  arrival  of  a  French  fleet,  fa- 
vorable  circumstances  should  present.  The  deception  has 
proved  completely  successful,  a  part  of  Comwallis's  troops 
are  reported  to  have  returned  to  New  York.  His  Excellen- 
cy General  Washington,  having  succeeded  in  a  masterly 
piece  of  generaltkip,  has  now  the  satisfaction  of  leavbg  bis 
adversary  to  ruminate  on  his  own  mortifying  situation,  and  to 
anticipate  the  perilous  fate  which  awaits  bis  friend,  Lord 
Gornwallis,  in  a  different  quarter-  Major  General  Heath  is 
left  commander  in  chief  of  our  army  in  the  vicinity  of  New- 
York  and  the  High  Lands,  and  the  menacing  aspect  of  au 
attack  on  New  York,  will  be  continued  till  time  and  circum- 
atances  shall  remove  the  delusive  veil  from  the  eyes  of  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  when  it  will  probably  be  too  late  to  afford 
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tuceor  to  Lord  Cornwallis/  To  oar  officers,  the  inactivity 
of  the  royal  army  in  New  York,  is  truly  unaccountable — 
they  might  without  risking  a  great  deal,  harass  our  army  on 
its  march,  and  subject  us  to  irreparable  injury  ;  but  the  roy- 
alists are  more  dexterous  in  availing  themselves  of  treach- 
ery and  insurrection,  than  in  effecting  valorous  achievements. 
In  passing  through  Princeton,  but  little  time  was  allowed  me 
to  visit  the  college.  This  once  celebrated  seminary  is  now 
destitute  of  students,  and  the  business  of  education  is  en- 
tirely suspended  in  consequence  of  the  constant  bustle  and 
vicissitudes  of  war.  The  little  village  of  Princeton  is  beau* 
tifully  situated,  and  the  college  edifice  is  of  stone,  four 
stories  high,  and  lighted  by  twenty-five  windows  in  front, 
in  each  story.  It  has  suffered  considerable  injury  in 
being  occupied  alternately  by  the  soldiers  of  the  two  con- 
tending armies.  Trenton,  where  we  are  now  encamped  for 
the  night,  is  a  much  more  considerable  village,  and  more 
advantageously  situated,  on  the  north  eastern  bank  of  the 
Delaware,  twenty-seven  miles  above  Philadelphia.  This 
is  the  town  which  Greneral  Washingt(m  has  rendered  famous  to 
the  latest  times,  by  a  victory  in  which  he  so  happily  displayed 
the  resources  of  his  ganius,  in  the  severe  w^inter  of  1116.  Great 
indeed  must  be  the  resources  of  that  man  who  can  render  him- 
self the  most  formidable  to  an  enemy,  when  apparently  he  is 
the  most  destitute  of  power.  Grcneral  Washington  and  Count 
Rochambeau  having  proceeded  to  Virginia  by  land,  Major  Gen- 
eral Lincoln  takes  the  command  of  our  troops,  and  the  Baron 
de  Viomenil,  those  of  the  French. 

Campj  Head  of  Elk  River^  September.^^Wc  crossed  the 
Delaware  river  at  Trenton  ferry,  on  the  1st  instant,  and  in  the 
afternoon  crossed  a  small  river  at  Shammany's  rope  ferry. 
Our  boats  were  pulled  across  with  facility  by  a  rope  made  fast 
at  each  shore.  We  marched  nineteen  miles,  and  encamped  at 
a  place  called  Lower  Dublin.  2d.  In  the  afternoon,  marched 
through  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  The  streets  being  extremely 
dirty  and  the  weather  warm  and  dry,  we  raised  a  dust  like  a 
smothering  snow  storm,  blinding  our  eyes  and  covering  our  bod- 
ies with  it ;  this  was  not  a  little  mortifying,  as  the  ladies  were 
viewing  us  from  the  open  windows  of  every  house  as  we  passed 
through  this  splendid  city;  The  scene  must  have  been  exceed- 
ii^ly  mteresting  to  the  iiriiabitants,  and  contemplating  the  noble 
cause  in  which  we  are  engaged,  they  must  have  experienced  m 
their  hearts  a  glow  of  patriotism,  if  not  emotions  of  military 
ardor.     Our  line  of  march,  mcluding  appendages  and  attend- 
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•nU  extended  nearly  two  miles.  Tbe  general  officen  and  their 
aids,  in  ricli  military  uniform,  mounted  on  noble  eteeda  el^nt- 
)y  caparisoned,  were  followed  by  their  Krvants  and  baggage. 
In  the  rear  of  every  brigade  were  eeveral  field  pieces,  accom- 
panied by  ammiiniti<Hi  carriages.  The  soldiera  marched  in  ilow 
and  solemn  step,  r^^lated  by  tbe  drum  and  fife.  In  tbe  rear 
followed  a  great  number  of  wagOM  loaded  with  tents,  pronsiaa 
and  other  ba^age  such  as  a  few  stddiers'  wivM  and  children  ; 
though  a  very  small  number  of  these  are  allotred  to  encumber 
ns  00  this  occasicn.  The  day  following,  the  French  troops 
marched  through  the  city,  dressed  in  complete  uniform  of  white 
broadcloth,  faced  with  green,  and  be^es  the  drum  and  fife, 
tbey  were  furnished  with  a  complete  band  of  mosic,  wluch 
(grates  like  eachantmait'.* 

■  Tfaa  feUowiiig  ii  eitruUd  from  icttan  publuhsd  by  i  Franch  elacgrmu  is 
Coont  Rocbimbaui'i  >nnj. 

"  Tha  UTtval  of  the  Fraoch  tnay  kt  PkUidalpliu,  wu  Dwre  lika  ■  bimph,  Uiw 
ilnqilf  ■  paniiig  Ibrougb  Ibt  ^Uca ;  llw  Iroop)  inula  i,  hiH  about  ■  qHiter  oTa 
iMfiM  <roa  ths  sitj.  dwi  in  ui  lOMuiI  wara  ilraaaad  ■■  et«ga>tlj  ai  avsr  (ba  aol- 
diva  of  a  garriaoo  van  oa  t  dir  of  revigw  ;  Ihaj  Ihen  mu-slMd  throofk  tha  town, 
vith  the  miliiarr  music  pli;in(  before  thon,  which  ii  aJwayi  pi/tioDlu'ljr  plauiu 
to  (he  Americuig  ;  Ihe  sirciiti  wera  crowded  wilh  people,  and  the  ladies  sppcsrcd 


I  or  10  gcDleel  UI  ap- 

■•  Tha  troops  nait  mirched  ill  aingle  file  before  tbe  Congrcis,  and  M.  la  Cbera. 
liar  de  In  Luiernc,  miniater  fiom  (be  Court  of  Fraocc,  ud  iiileiwardi  eiicinipMl  in 
a  large  plain  eonii^uoUB  lo  ihe  rirer  9cha;lki1l.  Tha  neit  day  after  cur  arriTat, 
Iba  regiment  of  Soisaonnaii  want  thrcugb  the  ciarcua  of  fira  arms ;  ai  least  Iwontf 
thousand  porvotUt  and  a  vast  number  cf  carrisfea^  remarkable  for  thair  lifjhlBesB 
and  elegance,  added  lo  the  lustre  of  this  eihibilion,  which  wu  Hill  betghianod  by 
the  pleasantness  of  tbe  aitustion,  and  Iha  remarkable  MtenilT  of  tha  day.  'ita  ra- 
pidilf  of  the  military  evolutioni,  Iha  soldierly  appeaiaaca  of  the  troapa  in  gential, 
aad  (he  ciBclnesa  of  their  moiioiu,  sun>rised  and  enraptured  Ihe  beholders. 

"  We  wera  a  good  deal  amused  with  a  miiteke  of  soeia  of  the  common  people, 
who  took  for  a  general,  one  of  those  alert  fellows,  whom  our  commanding  offieera 

Hts  short,  tight  bodied  cost,  his  rich  wuBtcoat,  with  a  silrer  fringe,  his  ro^  colored 

all  appeared  lo  ibem  lo  many  tokens  of  eilraordinsry  digoity.  Though  tie  ap- 
proached bis  master,  the  colonel  commandsnl,  merely  to  receive  nnd  publish  h>i 
orders,  they  imagined  that  be  ^tb  them  of  his  own  accord,  and  dirsclad  the  mbra- 
Bwnta  of  the  troops,  indapandeotly  of  any  auperior- 

"  The  President  of  Congresa,  tha  Hooorable  Thomas  M'Koan,  Esquire,  in  a  suit 
of  black  relvei,  honored  this  reviow  with  his  presence.  These  honest  Pcnnsylra- 
Diana  differ  tcty  caDsidunbly  from  us  in  tha  ceremonies  of  draes,  as  wa  differ  &on 

"'^JJ^'"  '"  ""■■  "'"'?'  "'"  'fP''"''""- 

The  mancnuvrei  of  our  iroops  rsisad  the  moat  Battering  cipectatiom  in  the 
minds  of  the  spectators;  and  they  did  not  bentate  lo  declaie,  that  such  aoldisra 

"  This  day  was  destined  for  ftrorshle  omen*.  M.  le  Choiralier  do  la  Luierne. 
wbo  onthisoccasionreeeiradbiacouatrnaan  with  tho  dignity  and  generosity  of  Ihe 
rppresenl  alive  ofa  gteat  monarch,  and  the  frmknass  and  cordiatiij  of  an  indiTidual, 
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Sd. — We  craned  iha  river  S<dntylkill,  over  a  flmting  bridge, 
and  eicamped  four  miles  from  Philadelplua,  where  we  continuea 
liirough  the  day,  to  give  the  mta  time  to  reet  and  wash  their 
clothet.  4tb.  Marched  Ihrouzfa  Wilmmgton,  eighteen  miles.' 
This  is  a  handsome  flourishing  Yillage,  eitaated  on  the  Delaware 
river,  on  a  small  branch  of  which  are  erected  ei^t  very  large 
and  valnahle  stoae  mills,  where  an  immense  quantity  of  wheat 
h  ground  and  bdted.  The  wheat  is  brought  in  Teseeh  to  the 
very  door,  and  the  floor  tak^  off  in  return.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Smith,  minister  of  this  place,  and  Dr.  Smith,  his  brother, 
politely  introduced  thenuelve*  te  me,  and  I  took  tea  and  spent 
the  eretuDK  at  Dr.  Smith's  in  social  friendship.  'Marched 
axaiB  on  the  5th,  and  <n  the  6th  arrived  at  the  head  of  Elk 
river,  Maryland,  in  the  morning,  having  completed  a  march  of 
two  hundred  miles  in  fifteen  days. 

An  express  has  now  arrived  from  Virginia,  with  the  pleasing 
mtelllgence  that  the  Count  de  Grasse  has  actually  arrived  at 
the  moulh  of  the  Chesapeake  bay,  with  a  fleet  of  thirty-six 
ships  of  the  line,  and  three  thousEuid  land  forces,  which  are 
landed  and  have  joined  our  troops  under  the  Marquis  de  la  Fay- 
ette, in  Virginia. ' 

d)«r  tlia  reritw,  ioTiled  ill  tfaa  Dfllcaia  to  din*  with  hini.  Hudlj  were  «•  iMMd 
aX  th»  tftblflf  wlmi  m  niprfl—  urivHi;  ft  dtKpiietiDg  filflncfl  imnnrliAtoty  HiEed 
tiBtj  fiMt — oor  ■;«•  <r<«i  fixed  oo  Ifae  CbCTalisr  da  la  LuieiBa,  aTer;  one  sd- 
daiToruuF  !•  rnea  wh«I  tha  iae«Mig«  would  taca  oat  to  be — "  Thirlj-iu  ihip*  of 
tba  line,  nid  he,  "  comminttod  bv  Motiainir  le  Comte  da  Gruia,  ire  arcived  in 
CbeMkpeaka  bay,  and  thr«a  tbonund  man  here  ludad  and  opeDad  ■  oommuaicaiiaB 
with  Itia  Harqtiia  da  U  Fajratte."  Jdj  and  good  hnnur,  immadiatel}'  retuined  Ibelt 
phce  on  ararj  CMUtesanea.  Our  impatianl  liidari  bagui  to  count  the  d»i,  and 
reokoa  bow  uof  it  w«ald  ba  ba<br«  Iboj  ooald  haie  it  in  their  power  to  face  (ha 
enemy,  aodtbau  "" '  " '~^' '-  "'"  " 

Kiradtoba.    E 
ancawasBMi 

the  moat  brlKu. _-^ 

Cbarire,  aaeowl  ookael  of  Uie  regiment  or  Baulongs,  added  MiD 
ore  and  aaliibetion. 

"  Among:  oUnra,  Cbulai  Thompaon,  the  Seeratary  of  Congreai,  the  aeul  of  that 
political  My,  ea 
q^nre,  AirrowAd  ci 
ud  Rot  hana  qnila  ■ 
•wpnae  and  idonrattaa. 

t  nawi  of  tha  arriTil  at  Conot  de  Gram,  wai  aoon  ipread 
/,  and  acboaa  of  joy  ware  heard  from  every  qoarter  ;  nine  marr; 
>u  acafbldi  and  atafsa,  pronoanecd  (iiDaral  orationi  Sir  Corawaltii, 
and  ottered  lamenlaliona  ob  the  griaT  and  dialrOH  oT  Ifae  loriaa.  Ha  people  ran  in 
crowda  to  the  rendanca  oC  the  miaiglar  of  France ;  and  Long  Hvt  Letdt  Me  Six- 
t(tMk,  wu  tha  ganeial  cry. 

"Thtuyou  ae«  lhej)eo|rio  araDoiremlly  pmauadedof  ihs'iueeea*  of  thie  eip«- 
dilion.  Coidd  then  flattoiing  hopea  be  realiied,  they  woold  baslen  a  peaee,  wbich 
in  our  utnation^  b.iu1  uodar  tb-  —  -"^  Km^mO-*,  «.^^-  tk*,  -«**»■«  n*  nnniri 
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~  The  royal  armj-,  under  Lord  CorawalliB,  has  taken  poet  in 
TorktowQ,  situated  on  York  river,  in  Vii^pnia,  where  he  hai 
Cfflistnicted  Gtrraig  fortifications  for  his  defence ;  but  his  ccm- 
munication  by  water  is  now  entirely  cut  off  by  several  French 
■hips  stationed  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  Preparation  is  con- 
■tantly  making  for  our  troops  and'  our  allies  who  have  arrived 
bere,  to  embark  at  the  head  of  Elk  river,  whence,  we  shall 
proceed  down  the  Chesapeake  hay  to  Yorktown,  in  pursuit  of  the 
object  of  our  expedition.  About  eighty  vessels  are  in  readiness, 
mat  activity  prevails,  embarkation  has  commenced,  and  our 
Borsca  are  sent  round  to  Virginia  by  land.  It  falls  to  my  lot  to 
take  passage  on  board  a  small  schooner,  with  four  other  officers 
and  sixty  men.  Sbe  is  so  deeply  laden  with  cannon,  mortars  and 
Btber  ordnance,  that  our  situation  will  be  attended  with  conaid- 
erable  danger,  if  rough  weather  should  overtake  us.~ 

tSnnapolis,  September  l\th. — Sailed  at  four  o'clock,  P.  M. 
on  board  the  schooner  GlascOybeat  against  contrary  wind  down 
the  Elk  river,  and  at  sun  rise  next  morning,  entered  the  head  o£ 
the  great  Chesapeake  bay'i  eighte^i  miles  from  the  place  of 
embarkation.  The  bay  at  its  entrance,  is  six  or  seven  miles 
wide,  and  has  two  rivers  which  empty  into  it  on  the  west  side — ■ 
the  Northeast  river  and  the  great  Susquehannah,  which  takes 
its  origin  at  lake  Otsego,  six  hundred  miles  from  this  bay. 
Anotlier  river  called  Sassafras,  which  empties  ioto  the  bay  (m 
the  east  side,  is  navigable  to  Georgetown,  twelve  miles.  Pool's 
Island  affords  a  romantic  prospect,  being  about  two  miles  long, 
and  three  quarters  of  a  mile  wide,  supporting  two  families. 
About  twelve  miles  further  down,  the  bay  widens  to  about  ten 
miles,  and  on  the  west  Bide  is  the  river  Patapsco,  at  the  bead  of 
which,  twelve  miles  from  its  mouth,  stands  the  town  of  Balti- 
more, which  admits  large  ships  into  its  capacious  and  conve- 
nient harbour.  Nearly  opposite  to  this,  Chester  river  empties 
bto  the  bay  on  the  eastern  $hore,  and  is  navigable  fifty  miles. 

The  town  of  Amiapolis,  the  metropolis  of  Maryland,  is  situat- 
ed on  the  western  shore  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Severn, 
where  it  falls  iuto  the  bay.  We  came  to  anchor  in  the  harbor 
at  sun  setting,  and  I  accompanied  several  officers  to  the  coffee- 
house, and  partook  of  a  handsome  supper.  A  very  severe 
sbovrer  of  rain,  with  high  winds  and  extreme  darkne^,  obliged 
us  to  spend  the  night  on  shore.  On  the  I3th,  we  returned  on 
board  at  seven  o'clock,  and  proceeded  on  our  voyage  before  a  fresh 
gale,  but  had  not  sailed  more  than  four  miles,  when  we  were 
recalled  by  express  to  the  harbor  of  Annapolis.  This  is  in  con- 
sequence of  intelligence  of  a  naval  action  between  the  Srtti^b 
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and  French  fleets  near  the  mouth  of  the  Chesapeake  bay.  Our 
safety  requires  that  we  should  remain  in  port  till  the  event  o! 
the  battle  is  known.'  Should  the  British  have  obtained  the  vie* 
tory,  and  should  they  get  possession  of  the  Chesapeake  bay,  we 
shall  be  unable  to  proceed  m  our  voyage,  and  our  expedition 
will  be  entirely  defeated.  Aimapolis  is  a  very  inconsiderable 
city,  but  the  buildings  are  chiefly  of  brick  and  many  of  them 
are  in  a  style  of  elegance  and  grandeur.  The  state  bouse,  in 
the  centre  of  the  city,  is  a  most  splendid  and  magnificent  piece 
of  architecture ;  it  is  topped  with  a  handsome  dome ;  the  sev- 
eral apartments  are  finished  in  a  style  surpassing  every  thing 
which  1  have  before  witnessed.  The  archives  for  the  security 
of  the  public  records  are  fire  proof.  .  It  is  remarkable  that 
there  is  not  a  church  in  the  city,  though  they  have  an  ordinary 
building  which  they  occupy  for  a  theatre.  We  were  treated 
with  much  politeness  and  fiospitallty,  and  received  an  invitatitxi 
to  dine  at  the  house  of  a  respectable  gentleman.  In  the  even- 
ing we  attended  the  theatre,'  and  were  entertained  by  a  Mr. 
Wall,  who  exhibited  Steevens'  lecture  on  heads,  greatly  to  the 
amusement  of  the  audience,  after  which  Mrs.  Wall  exhibited 
a  variety  of  amusing  scenes,  and  her  little  daughter  of  seven 
years  of  age,  spoke  an  epilogue,  and  sung  several  songs  to  the 
admiration  of  all  present. 

'  Information  has  just  reached  us  that  after  General  Arnold 
had  returned  from  his  depredating  expedition  to  Virginia,  he 
was  despatched  on  a  new  incursion  to  Connecticut,  his  native 
state.  His  force  consisted  of  two  thousand  infantry  and  three 
hundred  cavalry,  accompanied  by  forty  sail  of  ^ps  and  trans- 
ports.' He  landed  his  troops  at  the  mouth  of  New  London  har- 
bor, and  proceeded  to  the  town.  Fort  Trumbull  not  being 
tenable,  was  soon  evacuated  by  our  people,  but  fort  Griswold 
on  the  other  side  of  the  river  was  courageously  defended  by 
Colonel  Ledyard  and  a  few  militia  men  hastily  collected. 
The  assault  on  this  fort  was  made  by  Colonel  Eyre,  who  was 
three  or  four  times  repulsed,  and  finally  received  himself  a 
mortal  wound,  and  Major  Montgomery  being  killed,  the  com- 
mand devolved  on  Major  Bromtield,  who  by  a  superior  force 
and  much  resolution,  carried  the  place  at  the  point  of  the  bay- 
onet. On  entering  tlie  fort,  the  British  officer  inquiring  who 
commanded .'  Colonel  Ledyard  answered,  "  1  did.  Sir,  but 
you  do  now,"  and  presented  him  his  sword  as  a  prisoner,  when 
the  British  officer  plunged  his  sword  into  the  body  of  Colonel 
Ledyard,  and  several  soldiers  assisted  with  their  bayonets  in 
despatching  him.  An  indiscriminate  slaughter  bv  the  bayonet 
34 
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of  thos«  who  had  sQrrendered  immediately  ensued,  and  ttreaty- 
tbree  mea  were  lefl  dead  in  the  fort,  about  forty  wounded,  and 
tbe  eame  number  taken  prisixiers.  Arnold  ccHitinued  on  tbs 
New  Loiidm  side,  euSering  the  town  to  be  plundered,  and  by  a 
conflagration,  sixty  dwelling  houMa  and  eifbty-fbur  stores  were 
entirely  destroyed.  The  loss  wbich  we  sustained  waE  very 
cmsiderable,  consisting  of  vessels,  naval  stores,  European  goods, 
provisions,  iic.  and  not  less  than  one  hundred  inhabitants  were 
deprived  of  their  habitations  and  alt  their  property.  The  mili- 
tia collected  and  conducted  with  great  spirit  and  alacrity  is 
avenging  the  murder  of  their  friewls,  and  they  hastened  the 
retreat  of  the  enemy,  after  tbe  lose  of  two  officers  and  forty-six 
rank  and  file  killed  and  eight  officers  and  one  hundred  and  thir- 
^•five  rank  and  file  wounded.  It  is  reported  that  a  wugoi 
loaded  with  their  wounded  soldiers,  was  put  in  motim  from  the 
top  of  a  long  and  steep  bill,  which  in  its  rapid  course  struck  an 
apple  tree  with  such  force  that  the  faint  and  bleeding  men  re- 
ceived a  shock  which  killed  a  part  of  them  instantly.  It  is 
highly  probable  that  Sir  Henry  Clinton  projected  this  expedi- 
tion to  Connecticut,  in  the  hope  of  diverting  General  Washlng- 
t(ni  from  his  enterprize  against  Earl  Cornwailb ;  but  this 
manoeuvre  will  not  effect  his  object. 

I5tlt. — The  gratifying  intdltgence  is  announced  that  the  na- 
val engagement  between  the  two  fleets,  has  resulted  in  the  de- 
feat of  the  British  with  considerable  lose,  and  the  French  have 
now  the  sole  command  of  the  Chesapeake  bay.  This  event  is 
of  iotinite  importance,  and  fills  our  hearts  with  joy,  as  we  can 
now  proceed  on  our  expedition.' 

IGtk. — We  obeyed  the  signal  for  sailing,  and  passed  Sharp's 
Island,  which  is  situated  in  the  middle  of  the  bay,  two  miles 
long  and  one  wide  ;  it  supports  four  families.  Sent  our  boat 
on  shore  and  procured  some  poultry  and  fruit.  18th.  Passed 
the  great  Potomac,'  which  divides  the  states  of  Maryland  and 
Virginia.  At  its  mouth  it  Is  about  fifteen  miles  wide,  it  is  nav- 
igable for  large  ships,  up  to  Georgetown,  which  is  one  hundred 
and  seventy  miles  distant,  on  the  Maryland  ^ore,  while  the  city 
of  Alexandria  is  situated  a  few  miles  below  it  on  the  Virginia 
shore.  The  bay  at  this  place  is  about  thirty  miles  wide.  The 
wind  this  afternoon  has  biomi  with  all  the  violence  of  a  gale, 
the  bow  of  our  Tessel,  in  ploughing  through  the  billows,  is  fre- 
quently brought  under  water,  which  keeps  us  in  perpetual 
alarm.  We  passed  York  river  on  the  western  or  Virginia  shore, 
fifteen  miles  from  the  mouth  of  which  stands  Yorktown,  where 
the  royal  army  under  Lord  Coniwallis  is  posted,  and  which  it 


SEPTEMBER.]         M1LITAR7  JOURNAL,  1781.  369 

is  the  object  of  our  expedition  to  capture.  He  is  ^cmnpletely 
blockaded  by  three  French  ships  of  the  line  and  several  smaller 
armed  vessels  lying  at  the  mouth  of  York  river.  20th.  Passed 
Hampton  road,  and  entered  James  river,  which  is  at  its  entrance 
about  five  miles  wide.  We  enjoyed  a  distant  view  of  the  grand 
French  fleet  riding  at  anchor  at  the  mouth  of  the  Chesapeake, 
consisting  of  thirty-six  ships  of  war,  besides  frigates  and  other 
armed  vessels.  This  was  the  most  noble  and  majestic  specta- 
cle I  ever  witnessed,  and  we  viewed  it  with  inexpressible  pleas- 
ure,  and  the  warmest  gratitude  was  excited  in  every  breast  to- 
wards our  great  ally.*  ^ 

Campj  near  Jamestown^  September  22d, — ^Reached  the  har- 
bor between  Jamestown  and  Williamsburg,  where  the  great- 
er part  of  our  transports  arrived  in  the  course  of  the  day, 
and  the  troops  disembarked  and  encamped  on  the  banks  of 
the  river,  within  twelve  miles  of  Yorktown.^    We  now  con- 
gratulated ourselves  on  having  completed  our  voyage  of 
three  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  which,  on  account  of  contrary 
winds  and  detention  at  Annapolis,  has  occupied  twelve  days  ; 
vessels  with  troops  are  arriving  every  day.     Jamestown  is 
the  place  where  the  English  first  established  themselves  in 
Virginia,  in  1607.     Though  the  most  ancient  settlement  in 
America,  it  cannot  now  be  called  a  town,  there  being  but 
two  houses  standing  on  the  banks  of  the  river.  *  25th.  March- 
ed from  the  landing  place  through  the  city  of  Williamsburg. 
This  is  the  capital  of  Virginia,  but  in  other  respects  is  of 
little  importance.     It  is  situated  on  a  level  piece  of  land, 
at  an  equal  distance  between  two  small  rivers,  one  of  which 
falls  into  York,  the  other  into  James  river.     The  city  is  one 
mile  and  a  quarter  in  length,  and  contains  about  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  houses.     The  main  street  is  more  than  one 
hundred  feet  in  width,  and  exactly  one  mile  in  length — at 
one  of  the  extremities,  and  fronting  the  street,  is  the  capi- 
tol,  or  state  house,  a  handsome  edifice,  and  at  the  other  end 
is  the  college,  capable  of  accommodating  three  hundred 
students,  but  the  tumult  of  war  has  broken  up  the  institu- 
tion.    The  college  is  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet  in 
length  and  forty  in  breadth,  with  two  handsome  wings  fifty 
by  thirty.     Their  library  is  said  to  consist  of  about  three 
thousand  volumes.     Near  the  centre  of  the  city  is  a  large 
church,  and  not  far  from  it  the  palace,  the  usual  residence 
of  the  governor,  which  is  a  splendid  building.     The  water 
in  this  vicinity   is   extremely   brackish   and  disagreeable. 
This  part  of  the  state  of  Virginia  is  celebrated  for  the  ex- 
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eellent  tobkcco  which  it  prodaces,  tod  thii  ii  their  princi- 
pal aUple  commodity,  thou^  the  cultare  of  cotton  receives 
Mine  attentioa.  Indian  corn,  hemp  and  6ax,  are  alto 
tmong  the  productions  of  this  state.  The  popalation  of 
Tirginia  is  computed  at  one  hundred  Mid  fiftj  thousand 
irtiitM,  and  fire .  nundred  thousand'  negro  slaves.  The  1a- 
IRR',  therefore,  on  the  Tirguiia  plantations,  is  performed 
altogether  bj  a  species  of  the  human  race,  who  have  been 
erneliy  wrested  from  their  native  country  and  doomed  to 

aetaal  bondaze,  while  their  masters  are  manfully  con- 
og  for  freedom,  and  the  natural  rights  of  man.  Such 
U  the  mconsiatency  of  human  nature.  Should  Providence 
wdain  that  the  Americans  shall  be  emancipated  from  thral- 
dom, it  should  in  gratitude  he  our  prajer,  tliat  the  African 
ilave  may  be  permitted  to  participate  in  the  blessings  of 
freedom. 

Camp,  before  Yorktoim,  September  27<ft. — We  ^arrived  at 
Torktown-yesterday  from  Jamestown, .  and  have  encamped 
ntthin  one  mile  of  the  enemy's  line  of  redoubts. 

S6tk. — -The  French  troops  have  arrived  and  encamped 
aa  our  left.  Yorktown  is  situated  on  the  south  bank  of  the 
river,  about  fifteen  miles  from  its  entrance  into  Chesapeake 
bay.  In  this  little  village,'  Lord  Cornivallis,  with  about 
■even  thousand  troops,  has  taken  his  station,  and  is  endea- 
voring to  fortify  himself  .against  the  impending  danger  of  our 
combined  operations.  His  communication  by  water  is  en- 
tirely cut  off  by  the  French  ships  of  war  stationed  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  preventing  both  his  escape  and  receiving 
■accor  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton  at  New  York.  The  allied 
.  army  is  about  twelve  thousand  strong,  exclusive  of  the 
militia,  under  Governor  Nelson.  The  Americans  form  the 
right  and  the  French  the  left  wing  of  the  combined  forces, 
each  extending  to  the  borders  of  the  river,  by  which  the 
besiegers  form  a  half  circle  round  the  town.-  His  Excel- 
lency General  Washington  commands  in  person,  and  is  as- 
sisted by  Major  General  Lincoln,  Baron  Steuben,  the  Mar- 
quis de  la  Fayette,  General  Knox,  &c.  The  French  troops 
are  commanded  by  General  the  Count  Rochambean,  a  brave 
and  experienced  officer,  having  under  him  a  number  of 
officers  of  distinguished  character.  Unbounded  confidence 
is  reposed  in  our  illustrious  commanders,  the  spirit  of  emu- 
lation and  military  ardor  universally  prevail,  and  we  are 
sanguine  in  our  expectations  that  a  surrender  of  the  royal 
army  must  be  bis  Lordship'a  fate. 
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A  cannonade  commenced  yesterday  from  the  town,  by 
which  one  man  received  a  wound,  and  I  assisted  in  ampu- 
tating his  leg.  30th.  We  were  agreeably  surprised  this 
morning,  to  find  that  the  enemy  had,  during  the  preceding 
night,  abandoned  three  or  four  of  their  redoubts,  and  retired 
within  the  town,-  leaving  a  considerable  extent  of  com- 
manding ground  which  might  have  cost  us  much  labor  and 
many  lives  to  obtain  by  force.  '  Our  light  infantry  and  a 
party  of  French  were  ordered  to  advance  and  take  posses- 
sion of  the  abandoned  ground,  and  to  serve  as  a  covering 
party  to  our  troops  who  are  employed  in  throwing  up  breast 
%vorks.  Considerable  cannonading  from  the  besieged  in  the 
course  of  the  day,  and  four  militia  men  were  wounded  by 
a  single  shot,  one  of  whom  died  soon  after.  An  occurrence 
has  just  been  announced  which  fills  our  hearts  with  grief  and 
sorrow.  Colonel  Alexander  Scammel,  being  officer  of  the 
day,  while  reconnoitring  the  ground  which  the  enemy  had 
abandoned,  was  surprized  by  a  party  of  their  horse,  and  after 
having  surrendered,  they  had  the  baseness  to  inflict  a  wound 
which  we  fear  will  prove  mortal  ;  they  have^  carried  him 
into  Yorktown. 

October  Ist,  and  2rf. — Our  troops  have  been  engaged  in 
throwing  up  two  redoubts  in  the  night  time  ;  on  discovery, 
the  enemy  commenced  a  furious  cannonade,  but  it  does  not 
deter  our  men  from  going  on  vigorously  with  their  work. 
Heavy  cannon  and  mortars  are  continually  arriving,  and  the 
greatest  preparations  are  made  to  prosecute  the  siege  in 
the  most  effectual  manner. 

3c/,  and  4th. — A  considerable  cannonading  from  the  enemy, 
one  shot  killed  three  men,  and  mortally  wounded  another.' 
While  the  Reverend  Mr.  Evans,  our  chaplain,  was  standing 
near  the  Commanier  in  Chief,  a  shot  struck  the  ground  so 
near  as  to  cover  his  hat  with  sand  ;  being  much  agitated,  he 
took  off  his  hat  and  said,  "  see  here.  General.''  ''  Mr. 
Evans,"  replied  his  Excellency,  with  his  usual  composure, 
"  you  had  better  carry  that  home  and  show  it  to  your  wife 
and  children."  Two  soldiers  from  the  French,  and  one 
from  us  deserted  to  the  enemy,  and  two  British  soldiers 
deserted  to  our  camp  the  same  night.  The  enemy  from  the 
want  of  forage  are  killing  off  their  horses  in  great  numbers  ; 
six  or  seven  hundred  of  these  valuable  animals  have  been 
killed,  and  their  carcases  are  almost  continually  floating 
down  the  river.  The  British  are  in  possession  of  a  place 
called  Gloucester,  on  the  north  side  of  the   river,   nearly 
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opposite  Yorktown  ;  their  force  cmsista  of  one  Srilish  rep- 
ment,  and  Colonel  Tarleton's  legion  of  horse  and  infantry. 
Id  opposition  to  this  force  the  French  legion,  under  the 
command  of  the  Duke  de  Lauznm,  and  a  detachmeot  of 
French  infantry^  and  militia,  are  posted  in  that  vicinity .'- 
Tarleton  is  a  bold  and  impetuous  leader,  and  has  spread 
terror  thr-ough  the  Ceroiinas  aod  Virginia  for  some  time 
past.  .  In  making  a  sally  from  Gloucester  yesterday,  they 
were  attacked  by  tbe  French,  and  defeated  with  the  loss  of 
the  commanding  officer  of  tbeir  infantry  and  about  fifty  men 
killed  and  wounded,  among  the  latter  is  Tarleton  himself.  > 
The  Duke  lost  three  men  killed  and  two  officers  and  eleven 
men  wounded.  It  is  with  much  concern  we  learn  that  Col- 
onel Scammel  died  at  Williamsburg,  of  the  wound  which  he 
received  a  few  days  since  when  he  was  taken  prisoner. 
At  the  request  of  Gelieral  Washington,  Lord  Cornwallis 
allowed  him  to  he  carried  to  Williamsburg,  where  be  died 
this  day,  universally  lamented,  as  he  was  while  living  uni- 
versally respected  and  esteemed.  The  Commander  in 
Chief  was  well  apprized  of  bis  merit,  and  bestowed  on  him 
marks  of  his  friendly  regard  and  confidence.  For  some  time 
he  sustained  the  office  of  adjutant  general  to  our  army,  but 
preferring  a  more  active  command  and  the  post  of  danger,  he 
was  put  at  the  bead  of  a  regiment  of  light  infantry  for  this 
enterprising  campaign.  The  British  have  sent  from  York* 
town  a  large  number  of  negroes  sick  with  the  smallpox, 
probably  for  tbe  purpose  of  communicating  the  infection  to 
our  army  ;  thus  our  iohuman  enemies  resort  to  every  me- 
thod in  their  power,  however  barbarous  or  cruel,  to  injure 
and  distress,  and  thus  to  gain  an  advantage  over  their  op- 
posers. 

.  1th — A  large  detachment  of  the  allied  army,  under  command 
of  Major  General  Lincoln,  were  ordered  out  last  evening,  for 
the  purpose  of  opening  intrenchments  near  the  enemy's  Imes. 
This  business  was  conducted  with  great  silence  and  secrecy, 
and  we  were  favored  by  Providence  with  a  night  of  extreme 
darkness,  and  were  not  discovered  before  daylight.  The  work- 
ing party  carried  on  their  shoulders  fascines  and  intrenching 
tools,  white  a  lai^e  part  of  the  detachment  was  armed  with  the 
implements  of  death.  Horses,  drawing  cannon  and  ordnance, 
and  wagons  loaded  with  bags  tilled  with  sand  for  constructing 
breast  works,  followed  in  tbe  rear.  Thus  arranged,  every 
officer  and  soldier  knowing  his  particular  station,  orders  were 
given  to  advance  in  perfect  silence,  tlie  distance  about  one  mile. 
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M7  statiin  on  thii  occasion  was,  with  Dr.  Munson,  my  mate, 
in  the  rear  of  the  troops,  and  as  the  miiHic  was  not  to  be  em- 
ployed, ahout  twenty  drummers  and  fifers,  were  put  under  my 
charge  to  assist  me  in  case  of  having  wounded  men  to  attend. 
I  put  into  the  hands  of  a  drummer,  a  mulatto  fellow,  my  in- 
stniments,  bandages,  &c.  with  a  positive  order  to  keep  at  my 
elbow,  aad  not  lose  sight  of  me  a  moment ;  it  was  not  long,  how- 
ever, before  I  fonnd  to  my  sBtoniehment  that  be  bed  left  nie  and 
gone  in  pursnit  of  some  mm,  and  carried  off  the  articles  which 
are  indispensable  in  time  of  acticn. '  In  this  very  unpleasant 
predicament,  unwilling  to  trust  another,  I  hastened  with  all 
speed  to  the  hospital,  about  caie  mile,  to  procure  another  supply 
from  Dr.  Craik  ;  and  he  desired  that  if  the  Marquis  de  la  Fay- 
ette should  be  wounded,  1  would  devote  to  him  my  first  atten- 
tion. On  my  return  1  found  Dr.  Munson  and  my  party  waiting, 
but  the,  troops  had  marched  on  and  we  knew  not  their  route. 
We  were  obliged  to  follow  at  random,  and  in  the  darkness  of 
night,  hazarding  our  approach  to  the  enemy.  Having  advanced 
about  half  a  mile,  of  a  sudden  a  party  of  armed  men  in  white 
uniform  rose  from  the  ground,  and  ordered  us  to  stop  ;  they 
proved  to  be  the  rear  guard  of  the  French.  .The  officer  de- 
manded the  countersign,  which  1  was  unable  to  give,  and  as 
we  could  not  understand  each  others'  language,  I  was  detained 
under  considerable  emharrasement  till  an  officer  who  could 
speak  English  was  called,  when  producing  my  instruments  and 
bandages,  and  assuring  the  French  officer  that  I  was  surgeon 
to  the  infantry,  be  politely  conducted  me  to  my  station.  Our 
troops  were  ii^fatigabJe  in  their  labors  durii^  the  night,  and 
before  daylight  they  had  nearly  completed  the  first  parallel 
Ime  of  nearly  two  nules  in  extent,  besides  laying  a  foundatioii 
for  two  redoubts,  within  about  six  handred  yards  of  the  enemy's 
lines.  At  dayli^t  the  enemy  having  discovered  our  works, 
commenced  a  severe  cannonade,  hut  our  men  being  under  cover 
received  no  injury.  A  French  soldier  deserted  to  the  enemj, 
after  which  there  was  a  constant  firuig  against  the  French  lines, 
and  one  o£5cer  was  killed,  and  fifteen  men  were  killed  or  wounded. 
In  the  latter  part  of  the  night  it  rained  severely,  and  being  in  the 
open  field,  cold  and  uncomfortable,  I  entered  a  small  hut  made  of 
brush,  which  the  enemy  had  abandoned,  soon  after,  a  man  came  to 
the  door,  and  seeing  me  standing  in  the  centre  instantly  drew  his 
sword,  and  put  hinmelfin  an  attitude  to  plunge  it  into  me.  I  call- 
ed out  frimd,  friend,  and  he  as  speedily  to  my  great  Joy  respond- 
ed, "  Ah,  Monsieurj./rient',"  and  returning  his  sword  to  its  place 
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he  departed.  I  think  he  was  a  French  soldier,  and  it  is  doubt- 
fal  whether  he  or  myself  was  the  mmt  fri^tened. 

Sth,  and  9th. — The  duty  of  our  troops  has  been  for  several 
days  extremely  severe ;  our  regiment  tabors  in  the  trenches 
every  other  day  snd  night,  where  I  find  it  difficult  to  avoid  suf- 
fering by  the  cold,  having  no  other  covering  than  a  single  blan- 
ket m  the  opea  field.  We  erected  a  battery  last  night  in  front  of 
our  first  parallel,  without  any  annoyance  from  theettemy.  Two 
w  three  of  our  batteries  beii^  now  prepared  to  open  on  the 
tovrn,  his  Excellency  General  Wasfaii^on  put  the  match  to  the 
first  gun,  and  a  furious  discharge  of  cannon  and  mortars  imme- 
diately followed,  and  Earl  Comwallis  has  received  his  first  sal- 
utation- 

From  the  10th  to  the  15th,  a  tremendous  and  incessant  firii^ 
from  the  American  and  French  batteries  is  kept  up,  and  the 
enemy  return  the  fire,  but  with  little  effect.  A  red  hot  shell 
from  the  French  battery  set  fire  to  the  Charwi,  a  British  44 
gun  ship,  and  two  or  three  smaller  vessels  at  anchor  in  the  riv- 
er, which  were  consumed  in  the  night.  Prom  the  bank  of  the 
river,  I  had  a  fine  view  of  this  splendid  confiagration.  The 
ships  were  enwrapped  in  a  torrent  of  fire,  which  spreading  with 
vivid  brightness  amcmg  the  combustible  rigging,  and  runnit^ 
with  amazing  rapidity  to  the  tops  of  the  several  masts, 
while  all  around  was  thunder  and  lightning  from  our  numerous 
caniiDD  and  mortars,  and  in  the  darkness  of  night,  presented  one 
of  the  most  sublime  and  magnificent  spectacles  which  can  be 
imagined.  Some  of  our  shells,  overreachmg  the  town,  are  seen 
to  fall  into  the  river,  and  bursting,  throw  up  columns  of  water 
like  the  spouting  of  the  monsters  of  the  deep.  We  have  now 
made  further  ajiproaches  to  the  town,  by  throwing  up  a  second 
parallel  line,  and  batteries  within  about  three  hundred  yards  ; 
this  was  effected  in  the  night,  and  at  daylight  the  enemy  were 
roused  to  the  greatest  exertions,  the  engines  of  war  have  raged 
with  redoubled  fury  and  destruction  on  both  sides,  no  cessation 
day  or  night.  The  French  had  two  officers  wounded,  and  fiflecii 
men  killed  or  wounded,  and  among  the  Americans,  two  or  three 
werewounded.  lassistediiiamputatingaraan'sthigh.  Thesiege 
is  daily  becoming  more  and  more  formidable  and  alarming,  and 
his  Lordship  must  view  his  situation  as  extremely  critical,  if 
not  desperate-  Uciiig  in  the  trenchesevery  other  night  and  day, 
I  have  a  fine  opportunity  of  witnessing  the  sublime  and  stupen- 
dous scene  which  is  contiimally  exhibiting.  The  bomb  shells 
from  the  besiegers  and  the  besieged  are  incessantly  crossing  each 
others'  path  in  the  air.     They  arc  clearly  visible  in  the  form  of 
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a  black  ball  in  the  day,  but  m  the  night,  they  apMar  like 
fiery  meteors  with  blazing  tails,  most  beautifally  brilliant,  as* 
cending  majestically  from  the  mortar  to  a  certain  altitude,  and 
gradually  descending  to  the  spot  where  they  are  destined  to  ex* 
ecute  their  work  of  destruction.*  It  is  astonishing  with  what 
accuracy  an  experienced  gumier>will  make  his  calculatians, 
that  a  shell  shall  fall  within  a  few  feet  of  a  given  point,  and 
burst  at  the  precise  time,  though  at  a  great  distance.  <  When 
a  shell  falls,  it  whirls  round,  burrows,  and  excavates  the 
earth  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  bursting,  maker  dreadful 
havoc  around.  I  have  more  than  once  witnessed  fragmeala 
of  the  mangled  bodiea  and  limbs  of  the  British  soldiera 
thrown  into  the  air  by  the  bursting  of  our  shells,  and  by  one 
from  the  enemy.  Captain  White,  of  the  seventh  Massachu- 
setts regiment,  and  one  soldier  were  killed,  and  another 
wounded  near  where  1  was  standing.  About  twelve  or  four- 
teen men  have  been  killed  or  wounded  within  twenty-four 
hours  ;  I  attended  at  the  hospital,  amputated  a  man's  arm, 
and  assisted  in  dressing  a  number  of  wounds.  The  enemy 
having  two  redoubts,  about  three  hundred  yards  in  front  oC 
their  principal  works,  which  enfiladed  our  entrenchment 
and  impeded  our  approaches,  it  was  resolved  to  take  posses- 
sion of  them  both  by  assault.  The  one  on  the  left  of  the 
British  garrison,  bordering  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  was 
assigned  to  our  brigade  of  light  infantry,  under  the  command 
of  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette.  The  advanced  corps  was  led 
on  by  the  intrepid  Colonel  Hamilton,  who  had  commanded  a 
regiment  of  light  infantry  during  the  campaign,'  and  assisted 
by  Colonel  Gimat.  The  assault  commenced  at  eight  o'clock 
in  the  evening,  and  the  assailants  bravely  entered  the  fort 
with  the  point  of  the  bayonet  without  firing  a  single  gun. 
We  suffered  the  loss  of  eight  men  killed,  and  about  thirty 
wounded,  among  whom  Colonel  Oimat  received  a  slight 
wound  in  his  foot,  and  Major  Gibbs,  of  his  Excellency's 
guard,  and  two  other  officers,  were  slightly  wounded.  Major 
Campbell,  who  commanded  in  the  fort,  was  wounded  and 
taken  prisoner,  with  about  thirty  soldiers,  the  remainder 
made  their  escape.  I  was  desired  to  visit  the  wounded  io 
the  fort,  even  before  the  balls  had  ceased  whistling  about 
my  ears,  and  saw  a  sergeant  and  eight  men  dead  in  the 
ditch.  A  captain  of  our  infantry,  belonging  to  New  Hamp- 
shire, threatened  to  take  the  life  of  Major  Campbell,  to 
avenge  the  death  of  his  favorite.  Colonel  Scammel,  but  Col- 
onel Hamilton  interposed,  and  not  a  man  was  killed  after  he 
35 
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ceased  to  reiiat.  Onrini;  the  tuanlt,  the  British  kept  up 
an  inceuaot  firing  of  cannon  and  rauiketry  from  their  whole 
line.^  Hia  tlzcelleDCy  General  Waabingtoii,  Generalfl  Lin- 
ctia  and  Knox,  with  tbeir  aid*,  havii^  dismounted,  were 
standing  in  an  exposed  sttuatioo  waiting  the  result.  Ctdonel 
Cobb,  oae  of  General  Washii^on's  aids,  solicitous  for  his 
•afetj,  said  to  his  Excellency,  "  Sir,  you  are  too  much  ex- 
posed here,  had  you  not  better  step  a  little  back  ?"  "  Colo- 
nel Cobb,"  replied  his  Excellency,  ''  if  you  are  afraid,  you 
have  liberty  to  step  back."  The  other  redoubt  on  the  right 
of  the  British  lines  was  assaulted  at  the  same  tine  by  a 
detachment  of  the  French,  commanded  by  the  gallant  Baroo 
de  Viominel.  Such  was  the  ardor  displayed  by  the  assail- 
ants, that  all  resistance  was  soon  overcome,  though  at  the 
expense  of  pearly  one  hundred  men  killed  and  woanded.* 
Of  the  defenders  of  the  redoubt,  eighteen  were  killed,  and 
one  c^tain  and  two  snbaltem  officers  and  forty-two  rank  and 
file  captured.-  Onr  second  parallel  line  was  immediately 
connected  with  the  two  redoubts  now  taken  from  the  enemy, 
and  some  new  batteries  were  thrown  up  in  front  of  onr  sec- 
ond parallel  line,  with  a  covert  way,  and  angling  work  ap- 
proaching to  less  than  three  hundred  yards  of  their  principal 
ibrts.  These  nill  soon  be  mantled  with  cannon  and  mortars, 
and  when  their  horrid  thundering  commences,  it  must  con- 
vince hia  Lordship,  that  his  post  is  not  invincible,  and  that  sub- 
mission must  soon  be  his  oalj  alternative.  Our  artillery  men, 
by  the  exactness  of  their  aim,  make  every  discharge  take 
effect,  so  that  many  of  the  enemy's  guns  are  entirely  silenc- 
ed and  their  works  are  almost  in  ruins. 

IGth. — A  party  of  the  enemy,  consisting  of  about  four 
hundred  men,  commanded  by  Colonel  Abercrombie,  about 
four  in  the  morning,  made  a  vigorous  sortie  against  two  un- 
finished redoubts  occupied  by  the  French,   tney  spiked  up 


*  Thn  clUM  oTlhe  ^ut  Ion  nuUiin«d  b^  Itin  French  troops  in  comparison  wilh 
Onl  of  lb«  Amniicuii,  in  norming  theii  reipectiTe  redoubti,  ou  thai  ths  Anericui 
Ifoopa  whan  Ihejr  came  to  tlig  atattii,  remoTeil  a  pari  of  il  with  Ihair  haidi,  and 
leaped  orer  the  remaindar.  The  French  Iroopi  oD  coming  up  to  theira,  waited  till 
(hair  pioneers  bad  cot  away  ths  abattia  Henndnni  artem,  which  eipoaed  them  long- 
s  la  the  gallini  fire  of  the  vamaj.  To  thit  cann  alio  ia  to  be  aacribed  the  circum- 
■lance,  that  the  redoubt  aasailed  b;  the  Americana,  was  carried  before  that  attack- 
ed by  the  French  troopi.  The  Marqui*  da  la  Fayciic,  sent  hii  aid.  Major  Bar- 
hoar,  through  the  tramendoin  fire  of  the  whole  line  of  the  Britiab,  to  inform  the 
Btiaa  Tiommel,  that  "  he  w«i  in  hit  redotibl,  and  to  aik  the  Baron  where  he  was." 
Tbe  najor  (bund  the  Baroo  wiiiing  the  clearing  away  the  abattts,  but  lent  this  an- 
unr,  "  tell  Iha  Marqidi  I  an  not  in  nioa,  but  will  be  in  five  minutea."  He  in- 
■Unllj  adnncad,  and  was  within  or  nearly  lo,  within  hia  time. 
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seven  or  eight  pieces  of  caimoii,  and  killed  aeveral  K^dierit 
but  tbe  French  advanced  and  drove  them  from  the  redoubts, 
leaving  several  killed  and  wonnded.  >Our  New  England 
troops  have  now  become  verjr  sickly,  the  prevalent  dis- 
eases are  intermittent  and  remittent  fevers,  which  are  very 
prevalent  in  this  climate  during  the  autumnal  months. 

IKA. — The  whole  of  our  works  are  now  mounted  with 
cannon  and  mortars,  not  less  than  one  hundred  pieces  of 
heavy  ordnance  have  been  in  continual  operation  during  the 
Inst  twentj-four  hours.  The  whole  penmiula  trembles  00" 
der  the  incessant  thunderings  of  our  infernal  machines  ,  we 
have  levelled  some  of  their  works  in  ruins  and  silenced  their 
guns  ;  they  have  almost  ceased  firing.  We  are  so  near  as 
to  have  a  distinct  view  of  the  dreadful  havoc  and  destruc- 
tion of  their  works,  and  even  see  the  men  in  their  lines  toro 
to  pieces  by  the  borsting  of  our  shells.  But  the  scene  ia 
drawing  to  a  close.  Lord  Coniwallis,  at  length  realizing  the 
extreme  hazard  of  his  deplorable  situation,  and  finding  it  in 
vain  any  longer  to  resist,  has  this  forenoon  come  to  the  hu- 
miliating expedient  of  sending  out  a  flag,  requesting  a  ces- 
satim  of  hostilities  for  twenty-four  hours,  that  commissioo- 
ers  may  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  adjust  the  terms  of 
capitulation.  Two  or  three  flags  passed  in  the  course  <^ 
the  day,  and  General  Washington  consented  to  a  cessation  of 
hostilities  for  two  hours  only,  that  his  Lordship  may  suggest 
his  proposals  as  a  basis  for  a  treaty,  which  being  in  part 
accepted,  a  suspension  of  hostilities  will  be  continued  till 
tomorrow. 

ISth. — It  is  now  ascertained  that  Lord  Comwallis,  to 
avoid  the  necessity  of  a  surrender,  had  determined  on  the 
hold  attempt  to  make  his  escape  in  the -night  of  the  16th, 
with  a  part  of  his  army  into  the  country.-  His  plan  was  to 
leave  sick  and  ba^age  behmd,  and  to  cross  with  his  effec- 
tive force  over  to  Gloucester  point,  there  to  destroy  the 
French  legion  and  other  troops,  and  to  mount  his  infantry  on 
their  horses  and  such  others  as  might  be  procured,  and 
tiius  push  their  way  to  New  York  by  land.  A  more  pre- 
posterous and  desperate  attempt  can  scarcely  be  imagined. 
Boats  were  secretly  prepared,  arrangements  made,  and  a 
lai^e  groportion  of  his  troops  actually  embarked  and  landed 
on  Gloucester  point,  when  from  a  moderate  and  calm  even- 
ing, a  most  violent  storm  of  wind  and  rain  ensued.  The 
boats  with  the  remaining  troops  were  all  driven  down  the 
river,  and  it  was  not  till  the  next  day  that  his  troops  could 
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be  returned  to  the  garrison  at  York.  At  an  early  hour  this 
forenoon  Greneral  Washinfton  communicated  to  Lord  Con- 
wallis,  the  general  basis  of  the  terms  of  capitulation,  which 
he  deemed  admissible,  and  allowed  two  hours  for  his  reply.' 
~  I  were  soon  after  appointed  to  prepare  the 


E articular  terms  of  agreement.  Tbe  eentlemeD  appointed 
7  General  Washington,  are  Colmel  Laurens,  one  of  his 
aid  de  camps,  and  Viscount  de  Noailles  of  the  French  army. 
They  have  this  day  held  an  interview  with  the  two  British 
officers  on  tbe  part  of  Lord  Coruwallis,  the  terms  of  capi- 
tnlatton  are  settled,  and  being  confirmed  by  the  commanders 
of  both  armies,  the  royal  troops  are  to  march  out  tomorrow 
and  surrender  their  arms.  It  is  a  circumstance  deserving 
of  remark,  that  Colonel  Laurens  who  is  stipulating  for  the 
surrender  of  a  British  nobleman,  at  the  head  of  a  royal  ar- 
my, is  tbe  son  of  Mr.  Henry  Laurens,  our  ambassador  to 
Holland,  who  being  captured  on  hia  voyage,  is  now  in  close 
confinement  in  the  tower  of  Lcndon." 

19th. — Tbis  is  to  us  a  most  glorious  day,  but  to  the  Eng- 
lish, one  of  bitter  chagrin  and  disappointment.  Prepara- 
tions are  now  making  to  received  as  captives,  that  vindic- 
tive, haughty  commander,  and  that  victorious  army,  who  by 
their  robberies  and  murders  have  so  long  been  a  scourge  to 
our  brethren  of  the  southern  states.  '  Being  on  horseback, 
I  anticipate  a  full  share  of  satisfaction  in  viewing  the  various 
movements  in  the  interesting  scene.  The  stipulated  terms 
of  capitulation  are  similar  to  those  granted  to  General  Lin- 
coln at  Charleston  the  last  year.  The  captive  troops  are 
to  march  out  with  shouldered  arms,  colors  cased,  and  drums 
heating  a  British  or  German  march,  and  to  ground  their 
arms  at  a  place  assigned  for  tbe  purpose.  The  officers  are 
allowed  their  side  arms  and  private  property,  and  the 
generals  and  such  officers  as  desire  it,  are  to  go  on  parole 
to  England  or  New  York.     The  marines  and  seamen  of  the 

^uren>,  who  «u  depuled  by  Ccngren  at  our  unboHBdar  la  Holluid,  wu  cap- 
tured aDcl  cvrled  inio  Englud,  and  clonlj  and  moal  rigorously  confined  in  tho 
lowar  of  Londoi.  Lord  Cornwallia  (uatailH  Ihe  office  of  conilablo  10  the  lower,  of 
coune  Mr.  Laurona  ia  Ilia  priaoner.     The  ton,  Colonel  John   Laurena,  flipulales 

Mr.  Laurena,  Ihe  Talher,  renaina  confined  in  the  lower  si  a  priaoner  lo  Ihe  captured 
CBuiabla.  Congreaa  had  |)iDpo«d  thai  Mr.  Laurena  aliould  be  receiTed  in  ei- 
diangn  for  General  Bnrgovnc,  hul  the  propoaal  waa  rejecied  by  tlie  British  Go. 
Tttnuncai.  Al\er  Comwallis  waa  cBpUired,  however,  he  wai  lotdily  'rcceiiad  in 
aichange  Sol  Mi.  Laurens. 
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king's  ships  are  prisoners  of  war  to  the  navy  of  France,  and 
the  land  forces  to  the  United  States.     All  military  and  ar- 
tillery stores  to  be  delivered  up  unimpaired.     The  royal 
prisoners  to  be  sent  into  the  interior  of  Virginia,  Maryland 
and  Pennsylvania,  in  regiments,  to  have  rations  allowed  them 
equal  to  the  American  soldiers,  and  to  have  their  officers 
near  them.  ^   Lord  Cornwallis  to  man  and  despatch  the  Bo* 
neita  sloop  of  war  with  despatches  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  at 
New  York  without  being  searched,  the  vessel  to  be  returned 
and  the  hands  accounted  for.  r  At  about  twelve  o'clock,  the 
combined  army  was  arranged  and  drawn  up  in  two  lines  ex- 
tending more   than    a  mile    in    length.     The    Americans 
were  drawn  up  in  a  line  on  the  right  side  of  the  road,  and 
the  French  occupied  the  left.'    At  the  head  of  the  former 
the   great    American    commander,   mounted  on  his  noble 
courser,  took  his  station,  attended  by  his  aids.     At  the  head 
of  the  latter  was  posted  the  excellent  Count  Rochambeau 
and  his   suite.   'The  French  troops,  in  complete  uniform, 
displayed  a  martial  and  noble  appearance,  their  band  of 
music,  of  which  the  timbrel  formed  a  part,  is  a  delightful 
novelty,  and  produced  while  marching  to  the  ground,  a  most 
enchanting  enect.     The  Americans  though  not  all  in  uniform 
nor  their  dress  so  neat,  yet  exhibited  an  erect  soldierly  air, 
and  every  countenance  beamed  with  satisfaction  and  j(nr. 
The  concourse  of  spectators  from  the  country  was  prodi- 
gious, in  point  of  numbers  probably  equal  to  the  military, 
but  universal  silence  and  order  prevailed.     It  was  about 
two  o'clock  when  the  captive  army  advanced  through  the 
line  formed  for  their  reception.     Every  eye  was  prepared 
to  gaze  on  Lord  Cornwallis,  the  object  of  peculiar  interest 
and  solicitude  ;  but  he  disappointed  our  anxious  expecta- 
tions ;  pretending  indisposition,  he  made  General  O'Harra 
his  substitute  as  the  leader  of  his  army.     This  officer  was 
followed  by  the  conquered  troops  in  a  slow  and  solemn  step, 
with  shouldered  arms,  colors  cased  and  drums  beating  a  Bri- 
tish march.     Having  arrived  at  the  head  of  the  line.  Gene- 
ral O'Harra,  elegantly  mounted,  advanced  to  his  Excel- 
lency the  Commander  in  Chief,  taking  off  his  hat,  and  apolo- 
gized for  the  non-appearance  of  Earl  Cornwallis.     With  his 
usuat  dignity  and  politeness  his  Excellency  pointed  to  Major 
General  Lincoln  lor  directions^  by  whom  tne  British  army 
was  conducted  into  a  spacious  field,  where  it  was  intended 
they  should  ground  their  arms.     The  royal  troops,  while 
inarching  through  the  line  formed  by  the  allied  army,  exhi- 
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bited  a  decent  and  neat  appearaiwe,  as  respecti  arms  and 
clothing,  for  their  commanaer  opened  bts  store  and  directed 
-  erety  soldier  to  be  furnished  with  a  new  suit  complete, 
prior  to  the  capitulation.  But  in  their  line  of  marcn  we 
lemarked  a  disorderly  and  unsoldierly  conduct,  tbeir  step 
was  irregular,  and  Uieir  ranks  frequently  broken.  But  it 
was  in  the  Geld  when  they  came  to  the  last  act  of  the  drama, 
that  the  spirit  and  pride  of  the  British  soldier  was  put  to  the 
severest  test,  here  their  mortification  could  not  be  cfw- 
cealed.  Some  of  the  platoon  officers  appeared  to  be  ei- 
ceedingly  chagrined  when  giving  the  word  "^oiind  amu," 
and  I  am  a  witness  that  they  performed  this  duty  in  a  ven 
unofficerlike  manner,  and  that  many  of  the  soldiers  mani- 
fested a  tulUn  temper,  throwing  their  arms  on  the  pile  with 
violence,  as  if  determined  to  render  them  useless.  Thia 
irregularity,  however,  was  checked  by  the  authority  of  Ge- 
neral Lincoln.  After  having  grounded  their  arms  and  di- 
vested themaelveB  of  their  accoutrements,  the  captive 
troops  were  conducted  back  to  Yorktown  and  guarded  by 
oor  troops  till  they  couid  be  removed  to  the  place  of  their 
destination.  The  British  troops  that  were  stationed  at 
Gloucester  surrendered  at  the  same  time,  and  in  the  same 
manner  to  the  command  of  the  French  general  de  Choise. 
This  must  be  a  very  interesting  and  gratifying  transactimi 
to  General  Lincoln,  who  having  himself  been  obliged  to  sur- 
render an  army  to  a  haughty  foe  the  last  year,  has  now 
assigned  bim  the  pleasing  duty  of  giving  laws  to  a  conquered 
army  in  return,' and  of  reflecting  that  the  terms  which  were 
imposed  on  him  are  adopted  as  a  basis  of  the  surrender  in 
the  present  instance.  It  is  a  very  gratifying  circumstance 
that  every  degree  of  harmony,  confidence  and  friendly  inter- 
course subsisted  between  the  American  and  French  troops 
during  the  campaign,  no  contest  except  an  emulous  spirit 
to  excel  in  exploits  and  enterprize  against  the  common  ene- 
my, and  a  desire  to  be  celebrated  in  the  annals  of  history 
for  an  ardent  love  of  great  and  heroic  actions.  We  are  not 
to  be  surprized  that  the  pride  of  the  British  officers  is  hum- 
bled on  this  occasion,  as  they  have  always  entertained  an 
exalted  opinion  of  their  own  military  prowess,  and  affected 
to  view  the  Americans  as  a  contemptible,  undisciplined  rab- 
ble. But  there  is  no  display  of  magnanimity  when  a  great 
commander  shrinks  from  the  inevitable  misfortunes  of  war, 
and  when  it  is  considered  that  Lord  Comwallis  has  fre- 
fjuently  appeared  in  splendid  triumph  at  the  head  of  his 
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army,  bjr  wliicli  be  is  almost  adored,  we  conceive  it  incnv 
bent  OD  him  cheerfutlj'  to  participate  in  their  misfortuneB 
and  dagradatioos,  however  humiliating  ;  bat  it  is  said  be 
gives  himself  up  entirely  to  vexation  and  despair. 

tOth. — In  the  general  orders  of  this  day  our  Commander 
in  Chief  expresses  his  entire  approbation,  and  bis  warmest 
thanks  to  the  French  and  American  officers  and  soldiers  of 
^1  descriptions,  for  the  brave  and  honorable  part  which  they 
hare  acted  during  the  siege.  He  congratulates  the  com- 
bined army  on  the  momentous  event  which  closes  the  cam- 
paign, and  which  crowns  their  heads  with  unfading  laurels, 
and  entitles  them  to  the  applause  and  gratitude  of  their 
country.  Among  the  general  officers  whom  his  Excellency 
particularly  noticed,  for  the  important  services  which  they 
rendered  during  the  siege,  are  Generals  Lincoln,  de  la 
Fayette,  Steuben,  Knox,  and  Du  Fortail,  his  Excellency 
Count  Rochambeau,  and  several  other  distinguished  French 
officers.  To  Governor  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  he  returned  hii 
grateful  and  sincere  acknowledgments  for  the  esseDtial  suc- 
cors afforded  by  him  and  the  militia  under  his  command. 
>The  Commander  in  Chief,  wishing  that  every  heart  should 
participate  in  the  joy  of  this  memorable  day,  ordered  that 
all  those  who  are  under  arrest  or  confinement  should  be  im- 
mediately pardoned  and  set  at  liberty,  a  circumstance  which 
1  believe  has  never  before  occurred  in  our  army.  He 
closed  by  ordering  that  divine  service  shall  be  performed  in 
the  several  brigades  tomorrow,'  and  recommends  that  the 
troops  attend  with  a  serious  deportment,  and  with  that  sen- 
sibility of  heart  which  the  recollection  of  the  surprizing  and 
particular  interposition  of  Providence  in  our  favor  claims. 

&2d. — Yesterday,, being  Sunday,  our  brigade  of  infantry, 
and  the  York  brigade  were  drawn  up  in  the  field  to  attend 
divine  service^performed  by  Mr.  Evans.  After  oRering  to 
the  Lord  of  Hosts,  the  God  of  battles,  our  grateful  homage 
for  the  preservation  of  our  lives  through  the  dangers  of  the 
siege,  and  for  the  important  event  with  which  Divine  Provi- 
dence has  seen  fit  to  crows  our  efforts,  he  preached  an  ex- 
cellent and  appropriate  sermon.  Generals  Lincoln  and  Clin- 
ton were  present.  In  the  design  and  execution  of  tliis  suc- 
cessful expedition,  our  Commander  in  Chief  fairly  out  gene- 
rated Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  the  whole  movement  was  mark- 
ed by  consummate  military  address,  which  reduced  the  royal 
general  to  a  mortifying  dilemma  that  no  skill  or  enterprize 
could  retrieve-   :  A  siege  of  thirteen  days,  prosecuted  with 
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nnexampled  rapidity,  has  terminated  in  the  capture  of  one  of 
the  greatest  generals  of  which  the  English  can  boast,  and  a 
veteran  and  victorious  army  which  has  for  several  months 
-  past  spread  terror  and  desolation  throughout  the  southern 
states.  -  The  joy  on  this  momentous  occasion  is  universally 
diffused,  and  the  hope  entertained  that  it  will  arrest  the 
career  of  a  cruel  warfare,  and  advance  the  establishment  of 
American  Independence-  In  the  prepress  of  the  royal  army 
through  the  state  of  Virginia  the  preceding  summer,  tfaey 
practised  the  most  abominable  enormities,  plundering  negroes 
and  horses  from  almost  every  plantation,  and  reducing  the 
country  to  ruin.  Among  the  prodigious  assemblage  of  spec- 
tators  at  the  time  of  surrender,  were  a  number  of  planters 
searching  for  the  property  which  had  been  thus  purloined 
from  their  estates.  The  famous  Colonel  Tarleton,  mounted 
on  a  horse  remarkable  for  elegance  and  noble  appearance, 
while  riding  in  company  with  several  French  officers  with 
whom  he  tvas  to  dine,  was  met  by  a  gentleman,  who  instantly 
recognized  the  animal  as  his  own  property-  Tarleton  was 
■topped,  and  the  horse  peremploriiy  demanded  ;  observing  a 
little  hesitation,  the  British  General  O'Harra,  who  was  pre- 
sent, said,  "  you  had  better  give  him  his  horse,  Tarleton,*' 
on  which  the  colonel  dismounted  and  delivered  the  horse  to 
the  original  proprietor  ;  after  which,  being  remounted  on  a 
very  miserable  animal,  he  rejoined  his  company,  and  (he 
French  officers  were  greatly  surprized  that  he  should  be  so 
humbly  mounted.  .The  British  prisoners  were  all  sent  off 
yesterday,  conducted  by  a  party  of  militia  on  their  way  to 
the  interior  of  Virginia  and  Maryland.  1  have  this  day  visit- 
ed the  town  of  York,  to  witness  the  destructive  effects  of 
the  siege-  It  contains  about  sixty  houses,  some  of  them  are 
elegant,  many  of  them  are  greatly  damaged  and  some  totally 
ruined,  being  shot  through  in  a  thousand  places  and  honey 
combed  ready  to  crumble  to  pieces.  Rich  furniture  and 
books  were  scattered  over  the  ground,  and  the  carcases  of 
men  and  horses  half  covered  with  earth,  exhibited  a  scene  of 
ruin  and  horror  beyond  description.  The  earth  in  many  places 
is  thrown  up  into  mounds  by  the  force  of  our  shells,  and  it  is 
difficult  to  point  to  a  spot  where  a  man  could  have  resorted 
for  safety. 

The  loss  on  the  part  of  the  French  during  the  siege,  was 
fifty  kilted  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  wounded. 
Americans  twenty-seven  killed  and  seventy-three  wounded, 
officers  included.     Comwallis'  account  of  his  loss  during  the 
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siege  »  one  hundred  and  fiftynsix,  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
six  wounded,  and  seventy  missing,  probably  deserted,  total 
five  hundred  and  fifty-two.  The  whole  number  surrendered 
by  capitulation,  seven  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-seven.* 
The  amount  of  artillery  and  military  stores,  provisions,  &c. 
is  very  considerable,  seventy-five  brass  and  one  hundred  and 
sixty-nine  iron  cannon,  seven  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-four  muskets;  regimental  standards,  German,  eighteen, 
British,  ten.  From  the  military  chest  we  received  two  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  thirteen  pounds,  six  shillings  sterling. 

Lord  Comwallis  is  a  very  distinguished  warrior,  he  pos- 
Besses  an  exalted  spirit,  is  brave  and  intrepid,  and  never  was 
there  a  more  zealous  champion  of  his  tyrannical  master  ; 
austere  and  rigorous  in  his  temper,  nothing  could  be  more 
foreign  from  his  heart  than  the  sympathies  of  benevolence  or 
generous  compassion.  Had  all  the  rebels  in  the  states  but 
one  neck,  his  Lordship  would  glory  in  nothing  more  than  an 
opportunity  o[  severing  the  jugular  vein.  But  Cornwallis  has 
fallen  !  and  our  country  is  not  subjugated. f 

It  is  proper  I  should  take  a  retrospect  of  some  events 
which  have  marked  the  conduct  of  the  war  of  extermination 
in  the  southern  states.  A  singular  kind  of  ferocious  animosity 
has  subsisted  between  the  two  contending  parties,  as  may  be 
seen  by  letters  from  General  Greene  on  the  subject.  '^  The 
animosity,"  says  this  amiable  man,  ^'  between  the  whigs 
and  tories  of  this  state  renders  their  situation  truly  deplor- 
able. Not  a  day  passes  but  there  are  more  or  less  who  fall 
a  sacrifice  to  this  savage  disposition.  The  whigs  seenni  de- 
termined to  extirpate  the  tories,  and  the  tories  the  whigs. 
Some  thousands  have  fallen  in  this  way  in  this  quarter,  and 
the  evil  rages  with  more  violence  than  ever.  If  a  stop  can- 
not be  soon  put  to  these  massacres  the  country  will  be  depop- 


*  Another  list  which  has  been  published,  makes  their  total  loss  by  death  and 
capture  to  bo  eleven  thousand  eight  hundred,  including  two  thousand  sailors,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  negroes,  one  thousand  five  hundred  tories,  eighty  veaaelt 
large  and  small. 

t  It  is  asserted  in  Grordon*s  History  of  the  War,  that  wherever  the  army  of  Lord 
Cornwallis  marched,  the  dwelling  houses  were  plundered  of  every  thing  that  could 
be  carried  oflT.  Hundreds  of  eye  witnesses  can  prove  that  his  lordship's  table  waof 
served  with  plate  thus  pillaged  from  private  families.  By  an  estimate  made  at  thm 
time,  on  the  best  information  that  could  be  collected,  the  state  of  Virginia  lost  during 
Comwallis'  attempts  to  reduce  it,  thirty  thousand  slaves.  And  it  has  been  com- 
puted that  one  thousand  ibur  hundred  widows  were  made  by  the  ravaging  hand  of 
war  in  the  single  district  of  Ninety-Six.  The  whole  devastations  occasioned  by 
the  British  army,  during  the  six  months  previous  to  then*  surrender  at  TorktowOf 
are  supposed  to  amount  to  about  three  millions  sterling. 
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ulated  in  a  few  montha  more,  as  neither  whig  nor  tor;  can 
live."  Speaking  of  a  certain  party  on  our  side,  he  says, 
"this  party  plunders  without  mercy,  and  murders  the  de- 
fenceless people  just  as  private  pique,  prejudice  or  penonal 
resentments  dictate.  Principles  of  humanity  as  well  as 
policy,  require  that  proper  measures  should  be  immediately 
taken  to  restrain  these  abuses,  heal  diflerences,  and  unite  the 
people  as  much  as  possible.  No  violence  should  be  offered 
to  any  of  the  inhabitants  unless  found  in  arms.  The  idea  of 
eiterminating  the  lories  is  no  less  barbarous  than  impolitic." 
Such  Is  the  infernal  spirit  of  revenge  and  bitterness  which 
has  caused  mutual  destruction  and  wretchedness  among  the 
people.  But  however  atrocious  may  have  been  the  conduct 
of  some  unauthorized  partizans  on  the  part  of  the  Americans, 
the  following  instance  of  inhumanity,  in  the  sacrifice  of  one  of 
the  victims  of  tbeir  mali<]bus  resentment,  is  sufficient  to  stig- 
matize the  British  character  with  eternal  infamy.  Lord 
Rawdon  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Balfour,  have  perpetrated 
an  act  which  in  all  its  distressing  circumstances  surpasses  in 
enormity  and  wickedness,  all  others  which  have  come  to  our 
knowledge,  and  whicb  baa  roused  the  indignant  spirit  of  every 
true  American  to  a  pitch  of  desperation.  "  Colonel  Isaac 
Hayne,  during  the  siege  of  Charleston,  served  his  country  as 
an  officer  of  militia.  After  the  capitulation  no  alternative 
was  left  but  to  abandon  his  family  and  property,  or  to  sur- 
tender  to  the  conquerors.  The  smallpox  was  near  his  plant- 
ation, and  he  had  a  wife,  six  small  children,  and  more  than 
one  hundred  negroes,  all  liable  to  the  disease.  He  conclud- 
ed tbat  instead  of  waiting  to  be  captured,  it  would  be  both 
more  safe  and  more  honorable  to  go  within  the  British  lines, 
and  surrender  himself  a  voluntary  prisoner.  He  therefore 
repaired  to  Charleston,  and  olfered  to  bind  himself  by  the 
honor  of  an  American  officer,  to  do  nothing  prejudicial  to  the 
British  interest  till  be  should  be  exchanged.  Reports  made 
of  his  superior  abilities  and  influence,  uniformly  exerted  in 
the  American  cause,  operated  with  the  conquerors  to  refuse 
him  a  parole,  though  they  were  daily  accustomed  to  grant 
this  indulgence  to  olber  inhabitants.  He  was  told,  that  he 
must  either  become  a  British  subject,  or  submit  to  close  con- 
finement. To  be  arrested  and  detained  in  the  capital,  was 
not  to  himself  an  intolerable  evil,  but  to  abandon  his  family 
both  to  the  ravages  of  the  smallpox,  then  raging  in  their 
neighborhood,  and  to  the  insults  and  depredations  of  the 
royalists,  was  too  much  for  the  tender  husband  aDd  fond  pa- 
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rent.  To  acknowledge  himself  the  subject  of  a  government 
which  he  had  from  principle  renounced,  was  repugnant  to  his 
feelings  ;  but,  without  this,  he  was  cut  off  from  every  pros- 
pect of  a  return  to  his  family.  In  this  embarrassing  situation, 
he  waited  on  Dr.  Ramsay,  with  a  declaration  to  the  follow- 
ing effect.  '^If  the  British  would  grant  me  the  indulgence 
which  we  in  the  day  of  our  power  gave  to  their  adherents,  of 
removing  my  family  and  property,  I  would  seek  an  asylum  in 
the  remotest  corner  of  the  United  States,  rather  than  submit 
to  their  government  ;  but,  as  they  allow  no  other  alternative 
than  submission  or  confinement  in  the  capital,  at  a  distance 
from  my  wife  afid  family,  at  a  time  when  they  are  in  the  most 
pressing  need  of  my  presence  and  support,  I  must  for  the 
present  yield  to  the  demands  of  the  conquerors.  I  request 
you  to  bear  in  ipind,  that  previous  to  my  taking  this  step,  I 
declare  that  it  is  contrary  to  my  inclination,  and  forced  on 
me  by  hard  necessity.  I  never  will  bear  arms  against  my 
country.  My  new  masters  can  require  no  service  of  me, 
but  what  is  enjoined  by  the  old  militia  law  of  the  province, 
which  substitutes  a  fine  in  lieu  of  personal  service.  This  I 
will  pay  as  the  price  of  my  protection.  If  my  conduct  should 
be  censured  by  my  countrymen,  I  beg  that  you  would  re- 
member this  conversation,  and  bear  witness  for  me,  that  I 
do  not  mean  to  desert  the  cause  of  America." 

In  this  state  of  perplexity.  Colonel  Hayne  subscribed  a 
declaration  of  his  allegiance  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain ; 
but  not  without  expressly  objecting  to  the  clause  which  re- 
quired him  with  his  arms  to  support  the  royal  government. 
The  commandant  of  the  garrison.  Brigadier  General  Pat- 
terson and  James  Simpson,  Esquire,  intendant  of  the 
British  police,  assured  him  that  this  would  never  be  requir- 
ed ;  and  added  further,  that  when  the  regular  forces  could 
not  defend  the  country  without  the  aid  of  its  inhabitants,  it 
would  be  high  time  for  the  royal  army  to  quit  it.  Having 
submitted  to  the  royal  government,  he  was  i)ermitted  to  re- 
turn to  his  family.  Notwithstanding  what  had  passed  at  the 
time  of  his  submission,  he  was  repeatedly  called  on  to  take 
arms  against  his  countrymen,  and  finally  threatened  with 
close  confinement  in  case  of  a  further  refusal.  This  he  con- 
sidered as  a  breach  of  contract,  and  it  being  no  longer  in  the 
power  of  the  British  to  give  him  that  protection  which  was 
to  be  the  compensation  of  his  allegiance,  he  viewed  himself 
as  released  from  all  engagements  to  their  commanders. 
The  inhabitants  of  his  neighborhood,  who  had  alsc  revolted, 
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petitioBed  Genenl  Piclcem  to  appoiDt  him  to  the  commaiid 
of  their  reeimeDt,  which  was  done,  and  the  appointment  ac> 
cepted.  Hayne  fell  bto  their  hands.  He  was  carried  to 
the  capital,  and  confined  in  the  prorost  prison,  for  haviog 
resumed  his  arms  after  accepting  British  protectioo.  At 
first  he  was  promised  a  trial,  and  had  counsel  prepared  to 
justify  his  conduct  by  tlie  laws  of  nations  and  usages  of  war, 
bnt  this  was  finally  refused,  and  he  was  ordered  for  execu- 
tion by  Lord  Rawdon  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Balfour.  The 
royal  Lieutenant  Governor  Bull,  and  a  great  number  of  in- 
babitants,  both  royalists  and  Americans,  interceded  for  his 
life.  The  ladies  of  Charleston  generally  signed  a  petition 
ID  his  behalf,  in  which  was  introduced  every  delicate  senti- 
ment that  was  likely  to  operate  on  the  gallantry  of  offi- 
cers or  the  humanity  of  men.  His  children  accompanied  by 
•ome  near  relations,  (the  mother  had  died  of  the  smallpox,) 
were  presented  on  tbeir  bended  knees  as  humble  suitors  for 
their  father's  life.  Such  powerful  intercessions  were  made 
in  bis  favor,  as  touched  many  an  unfeeling  heart  and  drew 
tears  from  many  a  hard  eye  ;  but  Lord  Rawdon  and  Baifouc 
continued  firm  in  their  determination. 

The  Colonel  was  repeatedly  visited  by  his  friends,  and 
conversed  on  various  subjects  with  a  becoming  fortitude. 
He  particularly  lamented  that,  on  principles  of  retaliation, 
bis  execution  would  probably  be  an  introduction  to  the  shed- 
ding of  much  innocent  blood.  He  requested  those  in  whom 
the  supreme  power  was  vested,  to  accommodate  the  mode 
of  his  death  to  his  feelings  as  an  officer  ;  but  this  was  re- 
fused. On  the  last  evening  of  his  life  he  told  a  friend  that 
be  was  no  more  alarmed  at  the  thoughts  of  death,  than  at 
any  other  occurrence  which  was  necessary  and  unavoidable. 

On  receiving  his  summons,  on  the  morning  of  August  the 
4th,  to  proceed  to  the  place  of  execution,  he  delivered  to 
bis  eldest  son,  a  youth  of  about  thirteen  years  of  age,  sev- 
eral papers  relative  to  his  case,  and  said — "  Present  these 
papers  to  Mrs.  Edwards,  with  my  request  that  she  should 
forward  them  to  her  brother  in  Congress.  You  will  next 
repair  to  tlie  place  of  execution,  receive  my  body,  and  see  it 
decently  interred  among  my  forefathers."  They  took  a. 
final  leave.  The  colonel's  armswere  pinioned,  and  a  guard 
placed  round  his  person.  The  procession  began  from  the 
Exchange  in  the  forenoon.  The  streets  were  crowded  with 
thousands  of  anxious  spectators.  He  walked  to  the  place  of 
execution  with  such  decent  firmness,  composure  and  dignity. 
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as  to  awaken  the  compassion  of  many,  and  connnand  respect 
from  all.  When  the  city  barrier  was  past  and  the  instru- 
ment of  his  catastrophe  appeared  in  full  view,  a  faithful 
friend  by  his  side  observed  to  him,  that  he  hoped  he  would 
exhibit  an  example  of  the  manner  in  which  an  American  can 
die.  He  answered  with  the  utmost  tranquillity — ^^  I  will 
endeavor  to  do  so."  He  ascended  the  cart  with  a  firm  step 
and  serene  aspect.  He  inquired  of  the  executioner,  who 
was  making  an  attempt  to  get  up  to  pull  the  cap  over  hitf 
eyes,  what  he  wanted.  On  being  informed,  the  colonel  re- 
plied— ^^  I  will  save  you  the  trouble,"  and  pulled  the  cap 
dver  himself.  He  was  afterwards  asked,  whether  he  wish- 
ed to  say  any  thing,  to  which  he  answered — ''  I  will  only 
take  leave  of  my  friends,  and  be  ready."  He  then  affec- 
tionately shook  hands  with  three  gentlemen,  recommending 
his  children  to  their  care,  and  gave  the  signal  for  the  cart  to 
move. 

Thus  fell  Colonel  Isaac  Hayne  in  the  bloom  of  life,  fur- 
nishing that  example  in  death,  which  extorted  a  confession 
from  his  enemies,  that  though  he  did  not  die  in  a  goodcau86| 
he  must  at  least  have  acted  from  a  persuasion  of  its  being 
so.* 


*  The  tragical  story  of  Colonel  Hayne,  is  not  complete  without  adding  from  • 
recent  poblieation  by  Alexander  Garden,  Esq.  the  followine  particulars.  *'  IrregD- 
larities  in  the  mode  of  conducting  the  war,  in  the  highest  degree  disgraceful  to  tne 
American  cause,  had  frequently  occurred.  No  man  lamented  them  with  greater 
sincerity  than  Colonel  Hayne,  for  none  more  anxiously  wished  the  American  char- 
acter to  be  free  from  reproach.  Soon,  then,  as  solicited  by  his  neighbors,  and  the 
inhabitants  generally  of  the  district,  to  resume  a  hostile  position,  to  become  their 
leader,  and  direct  their  operations  against  the  enemy,  he  made  an  honorable  and 
open  declaration  :  "  that  he  could  only  be  induced  to  comply  with  their  wishes,  b^ 
obtaining  a  solemn  promise  from  all  who  were  to  senre  under  him,  that  an  immedi- 
ate stop  should  be  put  to  eyery  unnecessary  seyerity  ;  a  desideratum  the  more  to  be 
insisted  on,  as  he  was  resolyed  that  exemplary  punishment  should  be  inflicted  on 
eyery  indiyidual  who  should  indulge  in  pillage,  or  in  committing  any  act  of  inhu- 
manity against  the  foe."  A  copy  of  the  address  made  to  his  soldiers  on  this  occa- 
sion was  found  on  him  at  the  period  of  his  captiyity ;  but  though  it  forcibly  express- 
ed his  abhorrence  of  crime,  and  was  replete  with  sentiments  that  did  honor  to  his 
iiumanity,  it  availed  not  to  soften  the  rigor  of  persecution,  nor  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree to  mitigate  the  seyerity  of  the  punishment  denounced  against  him.  When  the 
paper  which  contained  this  honorable  testimony  of  generous  feeling  was  presented 
to  Major  McKenzie,  who  sat  as  president  of  the  tribunal  before  which  Colonel 
Hayne  was  arraigned,  he,  with  great  expression  of  sensibility,  requested  the  prison- 
er **  to  retain  it  tilt  he  should  be  brought  before  the  court  martial  that  was  to  deter- 
mine his  fate,"  assuring  him  **  that  the  present  court  were  only  directed  to  inquire, 
whether  or  not  he  acknowledged  himself  to  be  the  individual  who  had  taken  protect 
iion."  It  is  unnecessary  to  add,  that  this  trial  was  never  granted.  Lord  Rawdon 
reached  the  city  from  the  interior  country,  and  at  his  command,  an  order  for  immedi- 
ate execution  was  issued.  Little  did  the  sympathy  that  melted  every  heart  to  ten« 
dcrness^little  did  the  pathetic  address  of  the  lovely  daughters  of  the  soil,  calculated 
io  move  even  the  bosom  of  obduracy,  avail.    Heedless  of  the  prayers  and  solicita- 
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The  execution  of  the  worthy  Colcmel  Hayne,  is  universally 
reprobated  as  an  act  of  barbarity,  justified  neither  by  civil  nor 
military  taiv,  and  as  an  unexampled  outrage  <mi  the  principles  of 
morality  and  christian  benevolence  ;  but  in  the  view  of  the 
British  commanders,  the  application  of  their  liackneyed  term, 
relitl,  sanctions  a  departure  from  all  laws  both  human  and 
divine.  In  August,  HSU,  Lord  Comwatlis  in  addressing  one  of 
his  officers,  says,  I  have  given  orders,  that  all  the  inhabitants 
of  this  province  who  had  submitted,  and  who  have  taken  part 
in  its  revolt,  shall  be  punished  with  the  greatest  rigor — that 
they  diall  be  imprisoned,  and  their  whole  property  taken 
from  them  or  destroyed.  I  have  ordered,  in  the  most  positive 
manner,  that  every  militia  man,  who  had  borne  arms  with  us, 
and  afterwards  joined  the  enemy,  shall  be  immediately  hanged, 
and  have  now,  Sir,  only  to  desire  that  you  will  take  the  most 
vigorous  measures  to  extinguish  the  rebellion,  and  that  you  will 
obey  in  the  strictest  manner,  the  directions  giveu  in  this  letter." 
It  is  on  the  authority  of  the  order  just  quoted,  that  Lord  Raw- 
don  and  Colonel  Balfour  justify  their  cruel  execution  of  Colonel 
Hayoe,  and  it  will  be  difficult  to  calculate  the  number  of  mt»- 


with  b«Ddc<l  kncei  interceded  for  c 

thiilcni  wai  pcrmitleii  la  slay  with  his  felher  fu  .  .         . 

"  Why,"  said  he,  "  nij  son,  will  you  Ihusbresk  yout  faihet's  hcsrt  wiih  unaviil 
■arrow  !  lUvc  1  not  ofica  tolil  you  that  ne  cime  into  this  Kuild  but  to  prepare 
■  better  1  lurlhalbeltsrlilb.niy  dear  boy, your  ftiiier is prrpaied.  InMcid,  then 
wecjiing,  rvjoice  with  me,  my  aon,  that  my  trouble!  are  eu  near  an  cud.  'J'omori 
1  «et  out  Tor  imiuorlBliiy,  you  nill  iccoiaptvy  me  la  the  place  of  my  ciccuiion  ;  i 
_..._  1  ._  '-ad,  laic  my  body  and  buty  it  by  the  aide  of  your  mother."  I 
HI  his  father's  ueck,  crying  :   "  Oh  my  Tathei '.  my  father  !  I  nill 


1  am  dead,  lake  i 

*a2 


ambrace  al'liis  son  ;  bul  alaa  !  Iiis  hands  ncre  loaded  with  irons.     "  Live,"  raid  lip, 

Uke  care  at  your  brother  and  Uille  sister* '."  The  ue»t  moriiinp  Colonel  Hiyne 
was  cuixducleJ  tu  the  place  of  execution.  I]is  son  accompanied  him.  Sour,  at  they 
canu>  in  siyht  nl'  the  gallows,  the  lather  ■ticngthoiied  hiioself,  and  said,  "  noui  my 
Mn,  lAoto  ijaurttlf  a  man  !  TAot  tret  ii  Iht  boundary  <if  my  '(/>  and  of  all  mjf 
l^t't  lorreiBt.  Jttyoiiii  Ihai  thi  teiektd  craie  from  Iroublinn^  im'  'A'  tcrtrry 
art  at  rtil.  Don't  lay  laa  much  of  heart,  our  irparalion,  it  will  ht  tkort,  '  Tiiyat 
bvt  lattly  your  dear  niothrr  dird.  Today  1  die.  And  you,  my  mn,  ll-uugh 
but  yuaHfi,  must  ihorlly  follow  us."  "  Ifs,  my  father,"  rejiliod  the  broken  licartod 
jiantb,  "  I  shall  shortly  lollow  you,  (or  indred  I  Acl  that  1 1  aiinot  live  lane-"  Anit 
M  il  liajipcucd  uiilo  liim.  For  on  scoing  his  fatliet  in  the  hands  ufthc  ciccutiunw, 
and  thou  nmg^Ung  in  the  halter,  he  stood  lika  one  iransHtcd  and  mulionlcss  wiili 
horror.  Till  then  he  had  wept  incessantly  i  but  soon  as  he  Run  that  light,  llic  liiun- 
tain  of  hii  ti:ari  was  staunched,  and  In.'  uever  wRpI  mor;.  He  died  tiisirnc  ;  an>1  irt 
bu  lost  iiirniiBntH  olleu  called  on  Ihc  name  of  lii<  falbf  7  in  IPrma  tlui  broii]{ht  Irnr; 
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erable  wretches  who  have  fallen  sacrifices  to  the  same  relent- 
less spirit ;  nor  are  the  mandates  of  Lord  Rawdon  \ess  sangui- 
nary, as  will  appear  by  the  following  specimen. 

Extract  of  a  letter  to  Colonel  Rugely^  commanding  the  British 

militia^  near  Camden, 

"  If  attachment  to  their  sovereign  will  not  move  the  country 
people  to  check  a  crime  so  disastrous  to  the  service,  desertion, 
it  must  be  my  care  to  urge  tkem  to  their  duty,  as  good  subjects, 
by  using  invariable  severity  against  every  one  who  shall  show 
so  criminal  a  neglect  of  the  public  interest.  If  any  person 
meet  a  soldier,  straggling  without  a  written  pass  beyond  the 
picquets,  and  shall  not  do  his  utmost  to  secure  him,  or  s-hall  not 
spread  an  alarm  for  this  purpose,  or  if  any  person  shall  give 
shelter  to  soldiers  straggling  as  above  mentioned,  or  shall  serve 
them  as  a  guide,  or  shall  furnish  them  with  passes,  or  any  other 
assistance,  the  persons  so  offendii^  may  assure  themselves  of 
rigorous  punishment,  as  by  whippings  imprisonment^  or  by  be- 
ing sent  to  serve  in  the  West  Indies^  according  as  /  shall  think 
the  degree  of  criminality  may  require  ;  for  I  have  ordered  that 
every  soldier  who  passes  the  picquet,  shall  submit  himself  to  be 
examined,  by  any  militia  man  who  has  a  suspicion  of  him.  If 
a  soldier,  therefore,  attempts  to  escape,  when  ordered  by  a 
militia  man  to  stop,  he  is  immediately  to  be  fired  on  as  a  de- 
serter. I  will  give  ten  guineas /or  f^ie  head  of  any  deserter  be- 
longing to  the  volunteers  of  Ireland^  and  five  guineas  only  if  he 
be  brought  alive." 

But  the  strong  measures  which  they  pursued  to  crush  the 
rebellion  has  produced  a  contrary  effect,  and  lighted  a  flame 
which  rages  with  tenfold  violence,  and  which  will  eventually 
afford  an  essential  aid  in  the  establishment  of  our  Independence.* 


*  The  high  merit  of  many  of  the  whig  ladies  of  Charleston  will  proudly  compare 
with  the  moet  distinguished  heroines  of  Sparta  and  Rome.  The  noble  example  and 
patriotic  enthusiasm  which  they  exhibited,  gained  for  them  extensive  influence,  and 
they  were  a  scourge  to  their  vile  oppressors,  even  when  their  cup  of  affliction  was 
full  to  an  overflow.  Many  of  the  most  respectable  whig  inhabitants  were  sent  into 
exile  at  St.  Augustine,  husbands  and  wives,  parents  and  children  were  cruelly  sep- 
arated for  many  months,  and  future  interviews  depended  altogether  on  uncertain 
contingencies,  and  the  capricious  rule  of  their  oppressors*  The  ladies  resolutely 
refused  all  social  intercourse  with  the  British  officers,  but  when  American  ofllicers 
were  brought  there  as  prisoners,  they  received  from  the  ladies  the  most  pointed 
<Hvilittos  and  attention.  While  under  the  control  of  the  British,  the  ladies  attired 
themselves  in  deep  mourning,  and  when  General  Greene  was  successful  in  his  ex- 
ploits, they  were  seen  with  badges  and  ribbons  of  green.  Even  at  a  time  when 
our  afl[airs  in  the  Carolinas  wore  the  most  desperate  aspect,  and  poverty  and  ruin 
appeared  to  be  the  inevitable  fate  of  every  adherent  to  the  cause  of  American  Ind^^ 
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For  some  moBtbs  previoiiB  to  the  capture  of  Coniwallia, 
and  while  his  army  was  traversiDg  the  states  of  the  Caro- 
linas  and  Virginia,  he  was  (^posed  hy  the  Marqtiis  de  la 
Fayette  with  an  inferior  force.  His  Lordship  having  re- 
ceived a  reenforcement,  was  so  confident  of  success  against 
his  opponent,  that  he  unguardedly  wrote  in  a  letter,  which 
was  afterwards  Latercepted,  "  the  boy  cannot  acape  me ;" 
but  he  was  disappointed  in  his  sanguine  expectations.  Corn- 
wallis  at  one  time  formed  a  plan  to  surprize  the  Marqui» 
while  on  the  same  side  of  James  river  with  hinuelf,  but  the 
attempt  was  prevented  by  the  following  incident.  The 
Marquis,  uuapprized  of  the  particular  situation  of  bis  oppO' 
neat,  contrived  to  send  into  his  camp,  a  spy  to  obtain  intel- 
ligence. A  soldier  belonging  to  New  Jersey,  by  the  name 
<M^  Charles  Morgan,  generally  called  Charley,  agreed  to 
undertake  this  hazardous  service  ;  but  insisted  that,  in  case 
be  should  be  discovered  and  hanged,  the  Alarquis,  to  secure 
his  reputation,  should  have  it  inserted  in  the  New  Jersey 
paper,  that  he  was  employed  in  the  service  of  his  com- 
nander.  Having  reached  the  royal  camp,  he  was  soon  in- 
tioduced  into  his  Lordship's  presence,  who  inquired  the  rea- 
son of  his  deserting.  Charley  replied,  "that  he  had  been 
in  the  continental  service  from  the  beginning,  and  while  un- 
der Washington  he  was  well  satisfied  ;  but  being  now  com- 
manded by  a  Frenchman,  he  was  displeased  with  it  and  had 
t^uitted  the  service."  His  Lordship  commended  and  re- 
%varded  him  for  his  conduct,  and  Charley  soon  commenced 
the  double  duty  of  soldier  under  the  English  commander, 
and  a  spy  in  the  employment  of  the  Marquis,  without  suspi- 
cion. Lord  Cornwallis,  while  in  conversation  with  several 
of  his  officers,  inquired  of  Charley,  how  long  a  time  it  would 
lake  for  the  Marquis  to  cross  James  river  ?  pausing  a  mo- 
ment, he  replied,  "  three  hours,  my  Lord."  His  Lordship 
exclaimed,  "  three  hours  !  it  will  take  three  days."  "No, 
my  Lord,"  said  Charley,  "  the  Marquis  has  such  a  number 
orboats,  and  each  boat  will  carry  so  many  men  ;  if  you  will 
please  to  calculate,  you  will  find  he  can  pass  in  three 
hours."  His  Lordship,  turning  to  the  ofiicers,  said,  "  the 
scheme  will  not  do."  After  having  obtained  the  informa- 
tion required,  Morgan  began  to  prepare  for  a  return  to  the 
Marquis,  and  he  prevailed  with  several   British  soldiers  to 

p<Bd«ie<,  ihc  Udiesiti!!  manir««adtbeLrtU[Bin])lary  [latiiotisniislill  clinging  to  ihoi' 
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desert  wttfi  him.  When  challenged  by  the  sentinels  he  art* 
fblly  tampered  with  them  by  giving  tbem  rum,  and  whilo 
drinking  he  seized  their  arms  and  then  compelled  them  t^ 
go,  and  this  brare  feltoir  actually  brought  off  seven  de' 
serters  to  ourcamp.  On  his  return  to  head  quarters,  the 
Marquis  accosted  him  with  "  well  Charley,  have  you  got 
back  ?*>  "  Yes,  please  your  Escellency,  and  have  brought 
seven  men  with  me."  Having  communicated  his  informa- 
tion, the  Marquis  offered  to  reward  him,  but  he  declined 
receiving  money,  and  when  it  was  proposed  to  promote  him 
to  a  corporal  or  sergeant,  he  replied,  "  I  have  ability  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  a  common  soldier,  and  my  character 
stands  niT,  but  should  I  be  promoted,  I  may  fail,  and  lose 
my  repntatioD."  He,  however,  requested  that  his  desti- 
tute comrades  who  came  with  him,  might  be  furnished  with 
shoes  and  clothing,  which  was  readily  granted. 

A  wann  action  took  place  early  in  September,  between 
General  Greene  and  the  main  body  of  the  royal  army,  under 
Colonel  Stuart,  at  Eutaw  springs.  Though  inferior  in  force, 
General  Greene'  sought  the  enemy  and  made  a  furious  at- 
tack ;  the  battle  became  general  and  continued  four  hours, 
it  was  the  hottest,  and  the  moat  bloody,  for  the  numbers 
engaged,  that  General  Greene  ever  witnessed  ;  many  of 
the  officers  combated  sword  to  sword,  and  the  soldiers  rush- 
ing together,  with  the  point  of  the  bayonet  contended  with 
increased  rage  and  effort,  for  life,  for  blood  and  carnage. 
A  party  of  the  enemy  possessed  themselves  of  a  three  story 
brick  house  and  a  picketed  garden,  which  gave  tbem  con- 
siderable advantage,  and  saved  their  army  from  a  total 
rout.'  In  a  charge  which  decided  the  fate  of  the  day  in 
our  favor,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Campbell,  of  the  Virginia 
line,  who  with  undaunted  Rrmness  was  leading  on  his  bri- 
gade, received  a  mortal  wound,  and  on  being  informed  that 
the  enemy  were  flying  in  all  quarters,  said,  "  I  die  con- 
tented." Lieutenant  Colonel  Washington  had  his  horse 
killed  under  him,  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner.  The 
American  loss  is  not  less  than  sixty  commissioned  officers 
killed  and  wonnded,  one  hundred  and  thirty  rank  and  file  kill- 
ed, and  three  hundred  and  forty  wounded  or  missing.  The 
loss  on  the  side  of  the  British  is  supposed  to  be  fully  equal 
in  point  of  numbers,  excepting  in  omcers,  and  five  hundred 
men  including  seventy  wounded  which  were  left,  were  the 
next  day  made  prisoners  by  our  army.  Victory  >s  claimed 
by  both  commaoders,  but  the  consequences  have  proved 
37  . 
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moat  diMStroni  to  the  enemy,  for  the  next  day  Colonel  Stu- 
art destroyed  a  large  quantity  of  stores,  abandoned  his  poti- 
tioD,  and  leaving  one  thousand  stand  of  arms  and  seventy 
wounded  men,  retired  in  haate  towards  Charleston. 

3l8f.— ^Our  troops  are  now  employed  in  embarkii^  the 
axtillery  and  stores  on  board  of  transports,  and  we  are  soon 
to  proceed  by  water  to  the  head  of  Elk  river,  on  our  way  to 
the  North  river.'  Dined  with  General  Hazen,  in  compai^ 
mith  a  number  of  officers  both  American  and  French.  Here 
we  enjoyed  a  profusion  of  mutual  congratulations  on  our  late 
glorious  success,  and  this  was  the  chief  topic  of  conversa- 
tion. '  Lord  Comwallis  and  hts  officers  since  their  capitula- 
tion, have  received  all  the  civilities  and  hospitality  which  is 
in  the  power  of  their  conquerors  to  bestow. '  General  Wash- 
ii^on,  Count  Rochambeau,  and  other  general  officers  have 
frequently  mvited  them  to  entertainments,  and  they  have 
expressed  their  grateful  acknowledgments  in  return.  They 
camiot  avoid  feeling  the  striking  contrast  between  the  treat- 
ment which  they  now  experience,  and  that  which  they  have 
bestowed  on  our  prisoners  who  have  unfortunately  fallen 
into  their  hands.  It  is  a  dictate  of  humanity  and  benevo- 
lence after  sheathing  the  sword,  to  relieve  and  meliorate 
the  condition  of  the  vanquished  prisoner. 

-  On  one  occasion,  while  in  the  presence  of  General  Wash- 
ington, Lord  Cornwallis  was  standing  with  his  head  unco- 
vered, his  Excellency  said  to  him  politely,  "  My  Lord,  you 
had  better  be  covered  from  the  cold  ;"  his  Lordship,  apply- 
ii^  his  hand  to  his  head,  replied,  "  it  matters  not,  Sir,  what 
becomes  of  this  head  now." 

^member  3d. — While  our  soldiers  were  loading  a  quan- 
tity of  bombs  and  shot  oti  board  of  transports,  a  shell  burst, 
by  which  one  man  was  unfortunately  killed  and  two  dan- 
gerously wounded.  It  is  much  to  be  lamented  that  these 
brave  men,  whose  lives  have  been  preserved  through  the 
dangers  of  the  siege,  should  meet  their  adverse  fate  in  such 
a  manner.  'Orders  are  now  received  for  our  regiment  of 
infantry  to  embark  on  board  the  Diligence,  a  French  frigate ' 
of  thirty -two  guns,  commanded  by  Captain  Cleoughnaugfa, 
bomid  up  the  Chesapeake,  to  the  head  of  Elk  river.  Major 
Nathan  Rice  commands  our  regiment. 

December. — We  sailed  from  York  river  on  the  4th  of  No- 
vember, and  in  consequence  of  severe  storms  and  contrary 
winds,  our  voyage  was  very  unpleasant  and  protracted  to 
EJKteen  days,  which  has  often  been  performed  in  three. ' 
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Captain  Cleoughnaugfa  and  his  officers  were  very  polite  and 
accommodating,   we  dined  constantly  at  the  table  of  the 
captain,  and  shared.with  him  in  his  stores  of  wine,  &c.  ^  It 
happened  unfortunately  that  a  few  days  after  we  left  York, 
four  of  our  soldiers  were  seized  with  the  smallpox,  and 
having  on  board  obout  eighty  men  who  were  liable  to  re- 
ceive the  infection,  they  were  with  several  officers  put  on 
the  Virginia  shore,  to  march  round  by  land.     We  disem- 
barked at  the  head  of  Elk,  on  the  20th  of  November,  where 
we  met  with  our  horses,  and  on  the  24th,  we  commenced 
our  march  to  the   highlands,  near    West  Point.     Passed 
through   Philadelphia,    Trenton,  Princeton,  Bonbrook   and 
Morristown,  and  on  the  7th  instant,  crossed  the  Hudson  at 
King's  ferry.     On  account  of  the  inclemency  of  the  season 
we  have  suffered  exceedingly  from  cold,  wet  and  fatigue, 
during  our  long  march>     But  we  return  in  triumph  to  rejoin 
our  respective  regiments,  nnd  enjoy  a  constant  interchange 
of  congratulations  with  our  friends,  on  the  glorious  and  bril- 
liant success  of  our  expedition,  which  closes  the  campaign. 
This  event  reflects  the  highest  honor  on  our  combined  arms, 
it  will  adorn  the  pages  of  our  history,  and  we  fondly  hope  it 
will  be  attended  with  the  most  favorable  consequences,  in 
bringing  this  long  protracted  and  distressing  war  to  a  happy 
termination.     It  will  be  to  me  a  source  of  inexpressible 
satisfaction,  that  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  participating 
in  the  siege  and  capture  of  a  British  army.     It  is  among  the 
blessed  privileges  and  richest  incidents  of  my  life.  «  I  have 
for  several  days  been  afflicted  with  inflammatory  rheuma- 
tism, attended  with  excruciating  pains.     Having  no  other 
covering  than  canvass  tents,   and  the  weather  being  ex- 
tremely cold,  my  sufferings  have  been  almost  insupporta- 
ble ;  but  I  have  much  less  reason  to  complain  than  to  be 
grateful  to  a  kind  Providence,  that  I  have  enjoyed  uninter- 
rupted health  during  my  seven  years  of  military  service. 

Since  my  return,  I  am  happy  to  learn  that  my  friend  Major 
Trescott,  of  our  regiment,  with  a  detachment  of  one  hundred 
men,  crossed  the  sound  to  Long  Island  on  the  3d  of  October, 
and  completely  surprized  the  enemy's  fort  Slonge,  making 
two  captains,  one  lieutenant,  and  eighteen  rank  and  file  pri- 
soners ;  of  the  enemy  two  were  killed  and  two  wounded  ;  of 
the  Americans  one  only  was  wounded.  Two  double  fortified 
four  pounders  were  damaged,  one  bjass  three  pounder,  with 
a  number  of  small  arms,  ammunition,  clothing,  English  goodsi 
&c.  were  brought  off.     This  enterprize  was  conducted  wilh 
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mtich  address  and  jiallantiy,  reflecting  great  honor  en  the 

fiofflmander  and  bis  little  party. 

By  report  from  the  nortnern  department,  the  British  having 
projected  an  attack  on  the  frontiers  of  New  York  state,  were 
advancing  toivarda  Albany  through  (be  settlements  on  the 
Mohawk  river,  and  committing  great  depredations  among 
the  inhabitants.  The  party  was  commanded  by  Major  Roit, 
and  consisted  of  six  hundred  regular  rangers  and  Indians, 
{laving,  on  the  23th  of  October,  advanced  as  far  as  Johnstown, 
they  were  met  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Willet,  at  the  head  of 
a  regiment  of  New  York  levies,  and  some  militia,  with  about 
sixty  Oneida  Indians.  This  officer  has  frequently  given  evi- 
dence of  fais  valor  and  gallantry,  and  on  this  occasion  he  waa 
DO  less  fortunate  m  his  enterprize.  Having  directed  Major 
Rawly,  with  a  body  of  militia  ;  by  a  circuitous  movemmt, 
to  get  into  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  he  made  a  vigorous  attadc 
in  front,  and  they  were  soon  totally  defeated  and  driven  into 
the  wilderness.  The  next  day  a  paity  of  our  people  and 
lodians  followed  in  pursuit  till  they  were  worn  down  by  fa- 
tigue. It  was  impassible  to  ascertain  the  number  of  the 
enemy's  slain,  but  their  toss  must  have  been  very  consider- 
able. Fifty-two  prisoners  were  taken  and  brought  in,  and 
Major  Ross,  with  the  remainder  of  bis  party,  escaped  into 
the  barren  wilderness,  where  they  must  have  suffered  ex- 
tremely for  want  of  provisions.  The  loss  on  the  side  of 
Colonel  Willet,  is  one  lieutenant  and  twelve  rank  and  file 
killed,  one  captain,  two  lieutenants,  and  twenty  rank  and  file 
wounded.     Colonel  WiUet's  victory  is  rendered  more  im- 

fiortant  by  the  fall  of  tbe  notorious  Major  Butler,  who  has 
Qng,  as  a  partizan  officer  with  the  savages,  been  a  scourge 
to  the  frontier  uihabitants.  He  was  wounded  by  one  of  our 
Indians,  and  on  asking  for  quarters,  yes.  Cherry  ValUy  quar- 
ter, said  the  Indian,  and  immediately  despatched  him.  He 
alluded  to  Butler's  having  refused  quarter  to  our  people  at 
Cherry  Valley,  in  November  1778. 

When  Congress  received  General  Washington's  letter, 
.  announcing  the  surrender  of  the  British  army,  tbey  resolved, 
that  they  would  at  two  o'clock,  go  in  procession  to  the  Dutch 
Lutheran  Church,  and  return  thanks  to  Almighty  God,  for 
crowning  the  allied  arms  with  success,  by  the  surrender  of  the 
whole  British  army,  under  the  command  of  Earl  Cornwallis. 
They  also  issued  a  proclamation  for  religiously  observing 
throughout  tbe  United  States  tbe  13th  of  December,  as  a 
day  of  thanksgiving  and  prayer-    They  resolved  that  tbaoki 
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•houldbe  given  to  QeoAral  WashiBgtoii,  €<mnt  Roohaiidheav^ 
Count  de  Grasse  and  the  officers  of  the  different  corps,  and 
the  men  under  their  command,  for  their  services  in  the  re-^ 
duction  of  Lord  Comwallis.  Also,  resolved,  to  erect  in 
Yorktown  a  marble  colnmn  adorned  with  emblems  of  tbe  alli- 
ance between  the  United  States  and  his  Most  Christian 
Majesty,  and  inscribed  with  a  succinct  narrative  of  the  sur- 
render  of  the  British  army.  Two  stands  of  colors,  taken 
from  the  royal  troops  under  the  capitulation,  were  present- 
ed to  General  Washington  in  the  name  of  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled  ;  and  two  pieces  of  field  ordnance  so 
taken,  were,  by  a  resolve  of  Congress,  to  be  presented  bj 
General  Washington  to  Count  Rochambeau,  with  a  short 
memorandum  engraved  thereon,  that  '^  Congress  were  in* 
duced  to  present  them  from  considerations  of  the  illustrious 
part  which  he  bore  ip  effecting  the  surrender.^' 

The  Congress  of  the  United  States^  the  assemkly  $md  eouncd 
of  the  state  of  Pennsyioaniay  and  a  number  ofpninc^l  gentk^ 
men  of  various  orders  J  having  been  invited  by  the  minister  of 
Fr4xnce  to  be  present  t^  the  praises  offered  to  Heaven  in  the 
CathoUe  Churchy  on  occasion  of  the  Utte  gloriow  swcess  of  ths 
allied  arms^  the  Abbe  Bandole,  J^lnumer  to  the  Embassy  of  I 
Most  Christian  Majesty,  ascended  the  pulpit j  and  addressed 
at^ust  assembly  in  the  follouing  discourse ;  after  tphieh  a  To 
thum  was  sur^. 

The  occasion  was  in  this  hemisphere  singular  and  affect- 
ing ;  and  the  discourse  itself  is  so  elegant  and  animated  in 
the  French,  so  warm  with  those  sentiments  of  piety  and 
gratitude  to  our  Divine  Benefactor,  in  which  good  men  of  all 
countries  accord,  and  so  evidently  dictated  by  the  ^lirit  of 
that  new  friendship  and  alliance  from  which  such  important 
advantages  have  been  derived  to  the  rights  of  America,'  as 
must  give  pleasure  to  every  serious  and  candid  friend  to  our 
glorious  cs^use^ 

^^  Gentlemen, — ^A  numerous  people  assembled  ta  render 
thanks  to  the  Almighty  for  his  mercies,  is  one  of  tbe  most 
affecting  objects,  and  worthy  the  attention  of  the  Supreme 
Being.  While  ^amps  resound  with  tniumphal  acclamatiopSi 
while  nations  rejoice  in  victory  and  gloiy,  the  most  honova* 
ble  office  a  minister  of  the  altar  can  fill,  is  to  be  the  organ 
by  which  pubUc  gratitude  is  conveyed  to  the  Onmipotent. 

^'  Those  miracles  which  he  once  wrought  for  his  chosen 
people,  are  renewed  in  our  favor  ;  and  it  would  be  equalfy 
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ut^ateful  and  impious  not  to  acknowledge,  that  the  event 
which  lately  confouDded  our  enemieH,  and  frustrated  their 
designs,  nas  the  wonderful  work  of  that  God  who  gnartb 
your  liberties. 

"  And  who  but  he  could  so  combine  the  circumstances 
which  led  to  success  ?  We  have  seen  our  enemips  push 
forward  amid  perils  almost  innumerable,  amid  obstacles 
almost  imurmouiitable,  to  the  spot  which  was  designed  to 
witness  their  disgrace  ;  yet  they  eagerly  sought  it,  as  their 
theatre  of  triumph  !  Blind  as  they  were,  they  bore  hunger, 
thirst,  and  inclement  skies,  poured  their  blood  in  battle 
against  brave  republicans,  and  crossed  immense  regions  to 
confine  themselves  in  another  Jericho,  whose  walls  were 
fated  to  fall  before  another  Joshua.  It  is  he,  whose  voice 
commands  the  winds,  the  seas,  and  the  seasons,  who  formed 
a  junction  on  the  same  day  in  the  same  hour,  between  a  for- 
midable fleet  from  the  south,  and  an  army  rushing  from  the 
north,  like  an  impetuous  torrent.  Who  but  be,  in  whose 
hands  are  the  hearts  of  men,  could  inspire  the  allied  troops 
with  the  friendship,  the  coolidence,  the  tenderness  of  bro* 
thers  ?  How  is  it  that  two  nations,  once  divided,  jealous, 
inimical,  and  nursed  in  reciprocal  prejudices,  are  now  be- 
come so  closely  united,  as  to  form  but  one  ?  Worldlings 
would  say,  it  is  the  wisdom,  the  virtue,  and  moderation  of 
their  chiefs,  it  is  a  great  national  interest  which  has  per- 
formed this  prodigy.  They  will  say,  that  to  the  skill  of  the 
generals,  to  the  courage  of  the  troops,  to  the  activity  of  the 
whole  army,  we  must  attribute  this  splendid  success.  Ah  ! 
they  are  ignorant,  that  the  combining  of  so  many  fortunate 
circumstances,  is  an  emanation  from  the  all-perfect  mind  ; 
that  courage,  that  skill,  that  activity  bear  the  sacred  im- 
pression of  him  who  is  divine. 

"  For  how  many  favors  have  we  not  to  thank  him  during  the 
course  of  the  present  year  ?  Your  unicn,  which  was  at  first  sup- 
ported by  justice  alone,  has  been  consolidated  by  your  courage, 
and  the  knot  which  ties  you  together,  is  become  indissoluble  by 
the  accession  of  all  the  states,  and  the  unanimous  voice  of  all  tlie 
confederates.  You  present  to  the  universe  the  noble  sight  of  a 
society,  which,  founded  m  equality  and  justice,  secure  to  (he  in- 
dividuals who  compose  it,  the  utmost  happiness  which  rnn  be 
derived  from  human  institutions.  Tliis  advantage,  which  so 
many  other  nations  have  been  unable  to  procure,  ei'cn  after 
ages  of  efforts  and  misery,  is  granted  by  Divine  Providence  to 
tile  United  States  ;  and  his  adorable  decrees  have  marked  the 
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present  moment  for  the  completjon  of  that  memorable  happy 
rerolutitm,  which  has  taken  place  in  this  extensive  contment. 
While  jour  councils  were  thus  acquiring  new  energy,  rapid  and 
multiplied  successes  have  crowned  your  arms  in  the  soutbein 
states. 

"  We  have  seen  the  unfortunate  citizens  of  these  states  forc- 
ed from  their  peaceful  abodes  ;  after  a  long  and  cruel  captirity, 
old  men,  women  and  children  thrown,  without  mercy,  into  a 
foreign  country.  Master  of  their  lands  and  their  slaves,  amid 
his  temporary  affluence,  a  superb  victor  rejoiced  in  their  dis- 
tresses. But  Philadelphia  has  witnessed  their  patience  and 
fortitude  ;  they  have  found  here  another  home,  and  thourii 
driven  from  their  native  soil,  they  have  blessed  God,  that  he 
has  delivered  them  from  the  presence  of  their  enemy,  and  con- 
ducted them  to  a  country  where  every  just  and  feeling  man  has 
stretched  out  the  helping  hand  of  benevolence.  Heaven  re- 
wards their  virtues.  TIksc  large  states  are  at  once  wrested 
from  the  foe.  The  rapacious  soldier  has  been  compelled  to 
take  refuge  behind  bis  ramparts,  and  oppressitm  has  vanished 
like  those  phantoms  which  are  dissipated  by  the  morning  ray. 

"  On  this  solemn  occasion,  we  might  renew  our  thanks  to  the 
God  of  battles,  for  the  success  he  has  granted  to  the  arms  of 
your  allies  and  your  friends  by  land  and  by  sea,  through  the 
other  parts  of  the  globe.  But  let  us  not  recall  those  events, 
which  loo  clearly  prove  how  much  the  hearts  of  our  enemies 
have  been  hardened.  Let  us  prostrate  ourselves  at  the  altar 
and  implore  the  God  of  mercy  to  suspend  his  vengeance,  to 
spare  them  in  his  wrath,  to  inspire  them  with  sentiments  of  jus- 
tice and  moderation,  to  terminate  their  obstinacy  and  error,  and 
to  ordaui  that  your  victories  be  followed  by  peace  and  tranquil- 
lity. Let  us  beseech  him  to  continue  to  shed  on  the  councils  of 
the  king,  your  ally,  that  spirit  of  wisdom,  of  justice,  and  of 
coura^,  which  has  rendered  his  reign  so  glorious. — Let  us  en- 
treat him  to  maintain  in  each  of  the  states,  that  intelligence  by 
which  the  United  States  are  inspired.  Let  us  return  him 
thanks  that  a  faction,  v^ose  rebellion  he  has  corrected,  now . 
deprived  of  support,  is  annihilated.  Let  us  offer  bim  pure, 
hearts,  unsoiled  ny  private  hatred  or  public  dissension  ;  and  let 
us,  with  one  will  and  one  voice,  pour  forth  to  the  Lord  that 
hymn  of  praise,  by  which  Christians  celebrate  their  gratitude 
and  his  glory." 

•  January,  1782. — The  huts  which  we  now  occupy  were 
erected  the  last  winter  by  some  of  the  Massachusetts  trooos,  a 
short  distance  from  (he  hanks  of  the  Hudson,  and  called  New 
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Boiton,  Ui^  affiird  ub  a  very  CQUveneat  and  comrortabte  m- 
cmmodKtion.  Orders  hkvii^  been  received  for  all  the  troops 
Oat  have  not  gone  through  the  miallpoi  to  be  inocalated,  I 
-taaaaeocei  this  basineas  a  Few  weete  since;  and  inoculatM) 
about  two  hundred,  incliidiiig  Tromen  and  children.  Their  ac- 
eommodationa  were  not  such  as  tiieir  cireumstances  required  ; 
we  were  Dnprorided  with  proper  articles  of  diet,  and  a  codrid- 
wable  nmnber  were  seized  with  patrid  fever,  which  proved 
fctal  in  several  instances. 
>  March  lOtIL — A  singular  incident  occurred  m  the  sixth  i*egi- 
ment  today.  Two  stddien  were 'eating  soup  t<^tber,  and  oHe' 
ibrbid  the  other  eating  sHy  more- ;  u  he  did  not  desist,  his  com- 
rade gave  bin  a  blow  with  his  fist  or  the  side  of  bis  bead,  oti 
which  he  fell  to  the  ground  and  iostaMly  expired.  On  cloM) 
•ZKnisattfln,  1  could  discover  tto  bruise>or  injury  which  could 
tnable  me  to  account  satiifectorily  for  his  death. 
'  An  unhi^py  controvert  has  subsiited  for  some  thne  betwMii 
Captain  H.  and  Lieutaiant  S.  both  of  the  Arst  Massaehusettfe 
■cgBnent. '  Captain  H.  Was  esteemed  a-  man  of  modest  merit 
arn  unexceptlooabte  character,  he  ha«  long  commanded  a  cam- 
patry  and  proved  himself  brave  in  the  field,  and  a  good  dis- 
ciplinarian. Lieutenant  S.  though  a  good  active  officer,  is  as- 
snmmg,  high  spirited,  and  values  himself  on  what  he  deems  the 
principles  of  honor  and  the  gentleman.  Having  imbibed  a 
atroi^  prejwlice  against  his  captain,  and  probably  calcalating 
on  prcnMtiofi,  he  took  unjuEtifiable  liberties,  and  in  violation  of 
honor  and  decency  aspersed  his  character  with  unfounded 
oalumnies.  The  friends  of  the  parti»  interposed  and  endeavor- 
ed to  effect  a  reconciliation.  -S.  affected  an  acquiescence  ;  in 
consequMce  of  which  the  contentiMi  apparently  subsided.  But 
still  retaining  in  his  breast  the  old  gmdge,  he  renewed  his  ca- 
lumnies and  was  determined  to  prov^e  his  captain  to  a  person- 
al combat ;  and  though  cmtrary  to  his  nature,  and  to  his  prin- 
ciples, he  was  compelled  to  the  alternative.  Captain  H.  ob- 
tained a  furlough,  visited  his  friends  in  Massachusetts,  made  hia 
will,  and  arranged  his  worldly  aff'airs.  Having  returned  to 
camp  it  was  ureed  to  meet  in  the  field  according  to  the  rules 
of  duelling.  The  tragical  resntt  is,  that  Captain  H.  received 
f  -a  mortal  wound  and  died  in  three  hours  after,  and  S.  escaped 
wMi  a  wound  in  his  arm.  ^  Tims  hat  this  imi>erious  young  man, 
to  ETatify  a  sordid  passion,  sent  into  eternity  a  man  whom  be 
ougQt  to  have  respected  as  his  superior  in  every  point  of  view — 
deprived  tbe  public  of  a  valuable  officer,  and  a  wife  and  three 
chUdKD  of  a  husband  and  father.    Barbarousand  Cruel  murder- 
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er  !  jou  have-  violated  the  laws  of  God  and  man,  should  jaa 
escape  punishment  in  this  life,  what  must  be  ^our  doom  in  the 
awful  day  of  retributm  ?  i  The  friends  of  Captain  H.  in  Massar- 
chusetts  manifested  their  abhorrence  of  this  murderous  deed, 
and  endeavored  by  a  legal  process  to  bring  S.  to  condign  pun- 
ishment. They  procured  a  sherilT  in  the  state  of  New  i  oric, 
where  the  crime  was  committed,  who  repaired  to  camp  with 
assistance,  took  the  opportunity  when  the  regiment  was  on 
parade,  and  demanded  of  the  colonel  that  S.  should  be  deliver- 
ed up  to  the  civil  authority.  The  colonel  reluctantly  pointed 
out  the  man,  the  sheriff  advanced  towards  him,  and  S.,  soldier 
like,  unsheathed  his  sword  and  stood  in  defiance.  The  sheriff 
unaccustomed  to  the  sword,  was  intimidated,  and  finally  retired 
iirom  the  field  without  the  prisoner'* 

^pril  6tk. — Having  completed  the  inoculation  of  the  soldien 
and  attended  them  through  the  smallpox,  and  my  professional 
duty  being  considerably  diminished,  i  have  obtained  a  furlou^ 
for  forty-five  days  to  visit  my  friends  in  Massachusetts,  and 
shall  torn  irrow  commence  my  journey  to  Boston,  in  company 
with  my  friend.  Dr.  Eustie. 

May  30th. — I  returned  to  New  Boston  last  evenii^  from 
Boston,  havii^  been  absent  forty-four  days,  which  is  one  day 
short  of  my  furlough  ;  our  journey  to  Boston  occupied  nine  days, 
being  impeded  by  foul  weather  and  bad  roads.  We  were  on 
horbebacK,  attended  by  a  servant,  and  took  our  route  throu^ 
Connecticut  and  Providence.  Here  we  spent  a  pleasant  even- 
ing with  Lieutenant  Governor  Bowen,  he  and  Dr.  Eustis  en- 
gaged in  conversation  respecting  the  properties  of  coffee  ;  Gov- 
ernor Bowen,  asserted,  that  it  is  a  sedative,  while  the  Dr.  con- 
tended for  its  rtimulaot  effects,  and  he  certainly  had  the  best  of 
the  argument.  Having  arrived  at  Boston,  Dr.  Eustis  kindly 
introduced  me  to  his  father's  family,  where  I  received  hospita- 
ble and  polite  civilities.  I  proceeded  to  Plymouth  and  Barn- 
stable, where  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  a  family  mterview,  after 
an  absence  of  fonr  years.  Great  preparations  are  making  at 
West  Point,  to  celebrate  the  birth  of  the  young  Dauphm  of 
France  ;  being  in  alliance  with  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  pro- 
priety requires  that  we  should  celebrate  the  joyous  event  of 
the  birth  of  his  first  boo.     His  Excelloocy  Goieral  Washington,  ■ 

•  Id  the  year  1796,  >  ref-imBUt  wu  ruMd  in  ths  itita  of  MuwchnHtU  lor  lb* 
purvoM  or  u   Indian  «tp*dition.     Liaalansnt  B.  pnamied  big  praUuiona  u  a 

acveril  gcii«r4l  olEcari,  tlia  Ootqiiiu  cod  coiuwil  ntiecMd  Ihe  ifiptKatiWk  witb  dit- 
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has  in  general  orders,  given  an  invitatioD  to  all  officers  of  the 
army,  and  they  are  retjuested  lo  invite  any  frieDds  or  acquaint- 
ance  they  may  have  in  the  country  to  participate  in  the  grand 
festival. 

'  >  On  the  6tb  instant,  a  dangerous  mutiny  was  discovered  among 
the  soldiers  of  the  Connecticut  line.'  It  had  been  conducted 
with  so  much  address  and  secrecy,  that  it  was  on  the  point  of 
executioD  before  it  was  divulged.  The  defection  was  generti 
in  the  line,  the  soldiers.had  determined  at  reveille  the  next 
mornmg,  to  have  marched  from  their  cantoiiments  with  arms, 
&c.  complete,  for  Fishkill,  where  they  intended  to  take  a  num- 
ber of  field  pieces  with  ammunition  and  provisions,  and  proceed 
to  Hartford,  and  there  demand  of  the  Assembly  that  justice 
which  they  consider  their  due.  At  the  moment  the  officers 
were  retiring  to  bed,  a  faithful  soldier  who  was  a  waiter,  in- 
formed his  officer,"  that  he  could  not  retire  to  rest  without 
divulging  an  event  which  would  assuredly  take  place  the  next 
morning  at  daylight.  The  most  guilty  soldiers  were  immediate- 
ly seized  and  confined,  and  the  ringleader  was  sentenced  to  suf- 
fer  death,  which  happily  frustrated  the  whole  design.'  It  is  but 
JDst  to  observe,  that  the  Connecticut  line  of  troops  have  during 
the  \var,  except  in  this  instance,  conducted  in  a  very  exemplary 
and  meritorious  manner. 

Jvue  Isl. — Yesterday  was  celebrated  the  birth  of  the  Dau- 
phin of  France,  by  a  magnilicent  festival.  The  edifice  under 
which  the  company  assembled  and  partoolt  of  tlie  entertainment, 
was  erected  on  the  plain  at  West  Point.  Tlie  situation  was 
romantic,  and  the  occasion  novel  and  interesting-  Major  Villc- 
franche,  an  ingenious  French  engineer,  has  been  employed  with 
one  tliousand  men  about  ten  days,  in  constructmg  the  curious 
edifice.  It  is  composed  of  the  simple  materials  which  the 
common  trees  in  this  vicinity  afford.  It  is  about  six  hundred 
feet  in  length  and  thirty  feet  wide,  supported  by  a  grand  colon- 
nade of  one  hundred  and  eighteen  pillars,  made  of  the  trunks  of 
trees.  The  covering  of  the  roof  consists  of  boughs,  or  branches 
of  trees  curiously  interwoven,  and  the  same  materials  form  the 
walls,  leaving  the  ends  entirely  open.  On  the  inside,  every 
pillar  was  encircled  with  muskets  and  bayonets  bound  round  in 
a  fanciful  and  handsome  manner,  and  the  whole  interior  was 
decorated  with  evergreens,  with  American  and  French  military 
colors,  and  a  variety  of  emblems  and  devices,  all  adjusted  m 
such  style  as  to  beautify  the  whole  interior  of  the  fabric.  This 
superb  structure,  in  symmetry  of  proportion,  neatness  of  work- 
manship, and  elegance  of  arrangement,  has  seldom  perhaps  been 
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surpasaed  wi  any  temporaiy  occauon  ;  it  affected  the  specta- 
tors with  admiration  and  pleasure,  and  reflects  much  credit 
on  Uie  taste  and  ability  of  Major  Villefranche-     Several  ap- 

Eropriate  mottoes  decorated  the  grand  edifice, 'pronouncing 
enedicttons  od  the  Dauphin  and  happiness  to  the  two  allied 
nations.  The  whole  army  was  paraded  on  the  contiguous 
hills  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  forming  a  circle  of  several 
miles  in  open  view  of  the  public  edilice,  and  at  the  given 
signal  of  firing  three  cannon,  the  regimental  officers  all  left 
their  commands  and  repaired  to  the  building  to  partake  of 
the  entertainment  which  had  been  prepared  by  order  of  the 
Commander  in  Chief.  At  live  o'clock,  dinner  being  on  the 
table,  his  Excellency  General  Washington,  and  his  lady  and 
suite,  the  principal  officers  of  the  army  and  their  ladies,*- 
Governor  Clinton  and  hia  lady,  and  a  number  of  respectable 
characters  from  the  states  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey, 
moved^  from  Major  General  McDougall's  quarters  tbrou^ 
the  line  formed  by  Colonel  Grain's  regiment  ^of  artillery,  to 
the  arbor,  where  more  than  five  hundred  gentlemen  and 
ladies  partook  of  a  magnificent  festival.  A  martial  band 
charmed  our  senses  with  music,  while  we  feasted  our  appe- 
tites and  gazed  with  admiration  on  the  illustrious  guests,  and 
the  novel  spectacle  exhibited  to  our  view.  The  cloth  being 
removed,  thirteen  appropriate  toasts  were  drank,  each  one 
being  announced  by  the  discharge  of  thirteen  cannon  and 
accompanied  by  music.  The  guests  retired  from  the  table 
at  seven  o'clock,  and  the  regimental  officers  repaired  to 
their  respective  commands.  The  arbor  was,  in  the  evening, 
ilttiminated  by  a  vast  number  of  lights,  which  being  arranged 
in  regular  and  tasteful  order,  ethihited  a  scene  vieing  in 
brilliancy  with  the  starry  Rrmament.  The  officers  having 
rejoined  their  regiments,  thirteen  cannon  were  again  fired  as 
a  prelude  to  a  general  feu  de  joie,  which  immediately  suc- 
ceeded throughout  the  whole  line  of  the  army  on  the  surround- 
ing hills,  and  being  three  times  repeated,  the  mountains  re- 
sounded and  echoed  like  tremendous  peals  of  thunder,  and  the 
flashing  from  thousands  of  fire  arms  in  the  darkness  of  evening, 
could  be  compared  only  to  the  most  vivid  flashes  of  lightning 
from  the  clouds.  The  feu  de  joie  was  immediately  followed 
by  three  shouts  of  acclamation  and  benediction  for  the 
Danphin,  by  the  united  voices  of  the  whole  army  on  all  sides. 
At  half  past  eleven  o'clock,  the  celebration  was  concluded 
by  the  exhibition  of  fire  works  very  ingeniously  constructed 
•f  varions  figures.      Hii  Excellency  General  Washingtoa 
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wu  ontiitiBlIy  cheerrn).  He  attended  the  ball  in  the  eren- 
.Ing  and  with  a  dignified  and  graceful  air,  havti^  Mrs.  Knox 
for  his  partner,  carried  down  a  dance  of  twenty  couple  in  the 
trbor  on  the  green  grasi.-  I  wa*  gratified  with  a  fine  view 
tt  this  pleasing  scene. 

June  20th. — Dined  by  invitation  with  M^or  General 
Howe,  at  bis  quarters  at  Robinson's  boose,  with  sevenl 
respectable  guests. 

2Sd. — ^The  officers  of  onr  regiment  prepared  an  enter- 
tainment and  invited  a  respectable  party-  At  three  o'clock, 
we  repaired  to  an  arbor  erected  fw  the  occasion,  onder 
which  a  long  table  was  spread,  and  a  variety  of  di^es  w 
ranged  in  proper  style  ;  we  prided  ourselves  on  our  camp 
dinner,  as  being  almost  on  a  par  with  that  of  a  conntry  gen- 
tlemaii.  A  band  of  military  music  attended,  and  we  finiuied 
with  toasts  and  songs  in  social  glee. 
*  July. — Our  briaade  moved  out  of  bnts  on  the  first  instant, 
and  encamped  at  Nelsoa's  point,  on  the  bank  of  the  HndsoB 
opposite  West  Point. 

On  the  4th,  the  anniTenar;  of  the  declaration  ot  onr  In- 
dependence was  celebrated  in  camp.  The  whole  army  was 
formed  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson  on  each  side  of  the  ri- 
ver. The  signal  of  thiiteen  cannon  being  given  at  West 
Point,  the  troops  displayed  and  formed  in  a  line,  when  a 
general  feu  de  joie  took  place  throughout  the  whole  army. 

A  most  barbarous  and  horrid  transaction  of  the  royal 
refugees  a  few  weeks  since,  has  excited  universal  indigna- 
tion throughout  our  army.  It  is  the  cruel  murder  of  Cap- 
taiii  Joshua  Huddy,  of  New  Jersey,  who,  Veing  commanding 
officer  of  a  detachment  stationed  at  the  block  house  in  M(»i- 
mouth  county,  was  attacked  by  a  pt^ty  of  refugees  from 
Mew  York,  m  Sunday,  the  S4th  March,  and  after  bravely 
defending  himself  till  he  had  expended  his  ammunition,  was 
taken  prisoner  and  carried  into  New  York.  He  was  closely 
confined  till  April  8th,  when  without  even  the  form  of  a 
trial,  he  was  told  that  he  was  ordered  to  be  banged;  ac^ 
cordingly  on  the  llSth,  he  was  carried  over  to  the  New 
Jersey  shore,  by  a  party  of  refugees  under  the  direction  of 
one  Captain  Lippincot,  and  there  hung  on  a  tree  and  left 
with  the  following  label  affixed  on  bis  breast.  "We  the 
refugees,  having  with  grief  long  beheld  the  cruel  murders 
ftf  our  brethren,  and  finding  nothing  but  such  -measures  daily 
carrying  mto  execution — we,  therefore,  determine  not  to 
sofi'er  without  taking  vengeance  for  the  numerous  cruelties  : 
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aDd  thus  begin,  and  I  say,  may  those  lose  their  liberty  who 
do  not  follow  on,  and  have  made  use  of  Captain  Huddy  as 
the  first  object  to  present  to  your  view  ;  and  further  deter- 
mine to  hang  man  for  man  while  there  is  a  refugee  existing. 
Up  goes  Hi^dyfor  Philip  White. "^^ 

The  refugees  pretend  to  justify  this  violent  act,  by  as- 
serting that  Captain  Huddy,  some  time  before,  made  pri- 
soner of  a  certain  Philip  White,  of  their  party,  and  after 
having  maimed  him,  broke  both  his  legs,  and  tauntingly  bid 
him  run.     But  this  is  a  vile  falsehood  ;  it  has  been  fully 
proved,  that  Captain  Huddy  was  closely  confined  a  prisoner 
at  New  York  at  the  time  and  for  many  days  before  White  was 
taken.     A  letter  dated  at  Freehold,  Monmouth  county,  Idth 
April  last,  and  published  in  the  Trenton  paper,  relates  that 
White  was  taken  the  last  of  March,  and  after  tokens  of  sur- 
rendering as  a  prisoner,  he  took  up  a  musket  and  killed  a 
son   of  Colonel   Hendrickson  ;   but   being  taken  by    some 
light  horse,  and  while  they  were  conducting  him  to  Free- 
hold, he  again  attempted  to  make  his  escape,   and  being 
called  on  several  times  to  surrender,  and  continuing  to  run, 
when  leaping  into  a  bog  impassible  by  the  horse,  he  re-* 
ceived  a  stroke  on  his  head  with  a  sword  which  killed  him 
instantly.     The  above  facts  were  proved  by  affidavits  of  the 
persons  who  were  present,  and  by  the  voluntary  testimony 
of  one  Aaron,  who  was  taken  prisoner  with  the  said  White. 
The  wanton  execution  of  Captain   Huddy  so  exasperated 
the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  New  Jersey,  that  they  pre- 
sented  a    respectful    memorial   to    General    Washington, 
claiming  justice  for  the  murder  of  one  of  their  fellow  citi- 
zens, or  retaliation  in  case  justice  should  be  refused.     Gene- 
ral Washington,  immediately  addressed   Sir  Henry  Clinton 
on  the  subject,  and  assured  him,  that  unless  the  perpetra- 
tors of  the  murder  were  delivered  up,   he  should  be  under 
the  painful  necessity  of  retaliating.     In  the  mean  time  all 
the  general  officers,  and  those  commanding  brigades  or  regi- 
ments, were,  ordered  to  assemble  at  General  Heath's  quar- 
ters, to  deliberate  and  decide  on  the  following  questions  ; 
Ist.  Shall  resort  be  had  to  retaliation  for  the  murder  of 
Captain  Huddy  ?     2d.  On  whom  shall  it  be  inflicted  ?     3d. 
How  shall  the  victim  be  designated  ?     In  order  that  each 
officer  should  be  free  from  all  bias  and  uninfluenced  by  each 
other.  General  Washinglbn  ordered  that,  without  convers- 
ing on  the  questions,  each  one  should  write  his  own  opinion 
and  address  the  same  sealed  up  to  the  Commander  in  Chief. 
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Bj  tloM  method  hia  Excellency  obtained  the  rooDtflneon  ex- 
preisioa  of  the  feelings  of  each  indiridnal  officer,  sm)  tbej 
were  unanimousl;  of  opinion  that  retaliation  ooriit  to  be  re~ 
florted  to  ;  that  it  shonld  be  inflicted  on  an  officer  of  eqnd 
rank  with  Captain  Huddy,  and  that  the  victim  be  deiig- 
oated  b;  lot.  Accordingly  the  painTnl  altemative  waa 
adopted,  the  names  of  the  British  captauu,  onr  prisoaers, 
were  collected,  a  fair  and  impartial  lot  was  drawn,  and  it 
fell  on  Captain  As;plt,  of  the  British  guards,  a  gentleman  of 
ft  st^le  English  family,  an  only  son  of  his  parents,  and  only 
nineteen  years  of  age,  to  be  the  unhappy  rictim.*  Next  to 
the  execution  of  Major  Andre,  this  event  occasioned  the 
Bost  painful  sensations  to  the  mind  of  the  benevolent  and 
hnmane  Washington  ;  his  anxiety  and  poignant  distress  it  ia 
■aid  were  very  visible.  Bnt  still  firm  and  inflexible  in  his 
determination  to  obtain  satisfaction,  or  pursae  a  course  that 
will  tend  to  deter  others  from  a  repetition  of  crimes  so  de- 
rogatory to  the  laws  of  humanity,  of  war,  and  of  justice. 
He  addressed  Congress  on  the  subject,  and  communicated  to 
that  body  the  New  Jersey  memorial.  They  unanimously 
approved  of  the  firm  and  judicious  conduct  of  the  Com- 
mander ia  Chief,  and  assured  him  of  their  firmest  support 
in  his  purpose  of  exemplary  retaliation. 

General  Washington  was  anxious  to  alleviate  the  melan- 
choly condition  of  Captain  Asgill  as  much  as  possible,  and 
directed  the  officer  of  his  guard  to  treat  bim  with  every 
tender  attention  and  politeness  which  his  rank,  fortune,  and 
connexions,  together  with  his  anfortuoate  state  demanded, 
that  is  not  inconsistent  with  his  perfect  security.     He  order- 


liDD,  iftbcn  iru  nne  unoni  (h* 
prbonen  ;  and  irdms  wu  no  one  of  that  deKriptian,  than  lo  luemble  dl  th* 
Captainj  llum  undar  hla  charge,  and  lelact  one  of  Ihem  by  lot  : — The  Captains 
irare  acecrdiof^ly  ancmblsH  in  a  nxm  is  Lancaiter,  Ihirteen  ia  number,  and  then 
were  told  for  ubat  purpose  thoj  woio  callad  lagelbar — After  being  teateii.  their 
namea  were  talien  on  Ihirtren  alipi  of  paper  and  put  into  a  hat  or  b<M — 12  •Lipi  of 
blank  paper  were  then  put  into  another  hat  and  one  □□  which  was  wrillen  Ifi^or* 
tamtt — two  amall  dnirnmen  were  then  e«D«d  into  the  room — one  drew  from  lbs 
hat  or  box  that  contained  the  nasiei,  and  handed  lo  the  conrniianrj  of  priaaacrt. 
and  the  other  to  the  aid  of  the  comnailding  officer. — Capl  Aigill'i  name  wai  th* 
11th  drawn,  and  the  paper  on  whieh  wai  written  ■Vbrhtnafr,  came  out  aKiiiMt 
hia  HUM.  On  thii  Che  priionert  all  rose,  and  were  irerj  oiDch  aflucled,  u  ww 
entj  pema  preaent.  Capl.  Aigill  wai  a  prominne  joong  oflicar,  then  cntlod 
abow  IDiroaraora^ce.— Il  wainuolioned  that  ume  httla  linia  might  ha  wanicd 
to  prqian  lor  thejoome7-~4  day*  were  aAed  Sir  and  gruled.  All  the  ofRcera 
pMfiaf  IhemaelTOi  that  he  ahouLd  be  IbrUicoming  at  the  time.  He  wu  iikan  tn 
PUbdalphia  trader  a  cuard  oF  dragDon,  and  accooipanied  b;  Major  Gordon,  the 
snigt  olEcci  of  Iha  prifonera." 
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ed  also,  that  Captain  Ludlow,  AsgilPs  friend,  should  be  per- 
uiitted  to  go  into  New  York  with  such  representations  as 
they  may  please  to  make  to  Sir  Guy  Curie  ton,  \vho  has  now 
succeeded  Sir  Henry  Clinton  as  commander  in  chief  of  the 
British  army.  Captain  Asgill  in  addressing  General  Wash- 
ington, thus  expresses  himself,  ^^  1  cannot  conclude  this  let- 
ter without  expressing  my  gratitude  to  your  Excellency  for 
ordering  Colonel  Dayton  to  favour  me  as  much  as  my  situa- 
tion will  admit  of,  and  in  justice  to  him  I  must  acknowledge 
the  feeling  and  attentive  manner  in  which  these  commands 
have  been  executed."  How  awful  is  the  condition  of  this 
innocent  young  gentleman,  doomed  to  suffer  an  ignominious 
death  for  the  crime  'of  an  infamous  miscreant  who  so  justly 
deserves  the  halter  !  Dreadful  indeed  must  be  that  suspense 
when  one's  life  is  made  to  ])oise  on  a  point  so  acute  and  deli- 
cate that  an  uncertain  coiitingency  shall  decide  the  issue. 
General  Washington  having  received  information  by  letter, 
that  a  court  martial  was  appointed  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
even  before  he  received  the  letter  of  complaint,  for  the  trial 
of  Captain  Lippincot  and  his  abetters  in  the  death  of  Captain 
Huddy,  waited  to  be  apprized  of  the  issue,  as  Sir  Guy  Carle- 
ton  had  assured  bim  of  the  Tullest  satisfaction.  At  length, 
however,  the  proceedings  of  the  court  martial  were  commu- 
nicated, and  it  was  finished  by  the  following  declaration. 
"  The  court  having  considered  the  evidence  for  and  against 
the  captain,  and  it  appearing,  that,  though  Joshua  Huddy  was 
executed  without  proper  authority,  what  the  prisoner  did, 
was  not  the  eflect  of  niulice  or  ill  will,  but  proceeded  from 
a  conviction  that  it  was  his  duty  to  obey  the  orders  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  associated  loyalists,  and  his  not  doubt- 
ing their  having  full  authority  to  give  such  orders,  the  court 
is  of  opinion  that  he  is  not  guilty  of  the  murder  laid  to  his 
charge,  and  therefore  acquit  him."  Never  perhaps  was 
there  a  more  complete  burlesque  on  all  courts  of  justice  ! 
never  a  more  disgraceful  proceeding  to  exculpate  a  crimi- 
nal from  merited  punishment.  It  appeared  in  the  course  of 
the  trial,  that  Governor  Franklin,  president  of  the  board  of 
associated  loyalists,  gave  Lippincot  a  verbal  order  to  hang 
Captain  Huddy  without  a  trial,  and  without  a  crime  alleged 
against  him  !  The  order  is  obeyed  in  the  most  unfeeling 
manner,  yet  the  perpetrator  is  found  not  guilty^  and  therefore 
acquitted.  Sir  Guy  Carleton  requested  of  General  Wash- 
ington a  passport  for  chief  justice  Smith  to  repair  to  the 
American  head  quarters  in  order  to  lay  before  the  Com- 
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muider  in  Chief  the  proceediagi  of  the  court  martial,  wHh 
other  documentB  ana  ezplanatioos  which  he  had  no  doabt 
would  be  Mtisfactor/.  Hii  Excelleocy  declined  an  intei^ 
Tiew  with  Mr.  Smith,  "  aa  the  qneition  'u  purely  of  a'mili- 
taiy  nature  and  reducible  to  the  lingle  point  whether  the 
perpetrator  of  the  wanton  and  cruel  murder  of  Hudd;  it  to  be 
given  up,  or  a  Britiab  o6Bcer  to  sofler  in  his  place."  But  be 
proposed  to  send  Major  General  Heath  to  meet  aBritish  officer 
of  equal  rank  if  agreeable  to  the  English  commander.  TbU 
was  also  declined,  and  it  appears  that  both  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
and  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  disapproved  of  the  acquittal  of  Lip- 
j^ncot.  Sir  Guy,  in  a  letter  which  accompanied  the  pri^ 
eeedinga  of  the  court,  expressed  in  nneqnivDcal  terms  to 
General  Washii^on,  that  not  with  standing  the  acquittal  he  re- 
pR^ated  the  act,  and  gave  assurances  of  prosecutuig  a  further 
inquiry.  Thus  stands  at  present  this  very  unfortunate  affair, 
and  Captam  Asgill  remains  in  custody  to  await  the  final  iasne. 

In  order  to  avoid  hreakins  the  chain  of  this  mteresting 
narrative,  I  proceed  in  anticipation  in  point  of  time,  to  the 
final  conclusion  of  the  melancholy  catastrophe.  General 
Washington  on  tbe  19th  of  August,  made  a  representation  to 
CoDgresB  respecting  the  whole  business,  for  their  cooBider- 
atioD,  and  soon  after  directed  that  Captain  Asgii)  be  put  on 
his  parole  at  Morristown,  till  further  orders  ;  and  he  was  al- 
lowed the  indulgence  of  riding  for  bis  health  and  recreation, 
several  miles  into  the  country  in  any  direction,  even  within 
a  few  miles  of  tbe  British  Hues,  accompanied  by  bis  friend 
Major  Gordon. 

On  the  7th  of  October,  General  Washington,  in  a  letter  to 
the  secretary  of  war,  expressed  his  private  opinion,  that 
Captain  Asgill  ought  to  be  liberated  from  his  duresse,  and  be 
permitted  to  return  to  his  friends  in  England.  Sufficient 
time  had  now  elapsed  since  the  arrest  of  Captain  Asgill,  for 
the  distressing  intelligence  to  reach  bis  parents,  and  to  in- 
terest the  attention  and  solicitude  of  almost  all  Europe. 
The  father  of  young  Asgill  was  languishing  with  mortal  sick- 
ness. Lady  Asgill  in  the  agony  of  her  soul,  with  her  family 
in  the  deepest  distress  and  sorrow,  prostrated  themselves  at 
the  feet  of  their  king  and  queen,  to  implore  their  compassion 
and  assistance.  She  next  had  recourse  to  tbe  beneficence 
of  the  illustrious  sovereigns  of  France,  through  the  medium 
nf  the  celebrated  Count  de  Vergennes,  though  tbe  tno  na- 
tions were  at  war.  Her  mcomparftbly  pathetic  and  eloquent 
letter  could  not  fail  of  producii^  the  desired  effect — it  reach- 


J0LT.]  MlLITAllT  JOUERAL,  1783.  SOT 

ei  the  hearts,  and  iotereated  tbe  sf  nipatbtes  of  those  eialted 
philanthropists  to  whom  it  was  addressed.  A  letter  was  im- 
laediately  despatched  from  Count  de  Vergennes  to  General 
WashiuetoD,  dated  July  27th,  and  this  was  accompanied  bj 
that  wluoh  the  count  had  received  from  Lady  Asgill.  "  Your 
Escellenoy,"  says  the  count,  "  will  not  read  this  letter, 
Lady  Asgill's,  without  being  extremely  affected.  It  thus 
affected  the  king  and  queen  to  whom  I  communicated  it. 
The  goodness  of  their  majesties'  hearts  induces  them  to  desire 
that  the  inquietudes  of  an  unfortunate  mother  may  be  calmed 
and  her  tenderness  reassured. — There  is  one  cotiBideration, 
Sir,  which  though  not  decisive,  may  have  an  influence  im 
Tour  resolution.  Captain  Asgill  is  doubtless  your  prisoner, 
out  be  is  tivaoag  those  whom  the  arms  of  the  king  contributed 
to  put  into  your  hands  at  Yorktowu. — Though  this  circuui' 
stance  does  not  operate  as  a  safe  guard,  it,  however,  justifies 
the  interest  1  permit  myself  to  take  in  this  affair. — In  seek' 
ing  to  deliver  Mr.  Aigill  from  tbe  fate  which  threatens  him, 
I  am  far  from  engaging  you  to  seek  another  victim ;  the 
pardon  to  be  perfectly  satisfactorily,  must  be  entire." — ■ 
Copies  of  these  letters  being  transmitted  with  one  from  his 
Excellency  to  Congress,  they  resolved  November  'Jth,  that 
the  Commander  in  Chief  be  directed  to  set  Captain  Asgill  at 
liberty.  A  more  grateful  duty  could  scarcely  be  assigned  ; 
it  relieved  bis  mind  from  a  weight  which  had  long  oppressed 
and  preyed  on  his  spirits.  He  immediately  transmitted  to 
Captain  Asgill  a  copy  of  the  resolve  of  Congress,  accompa- 
nied with  a  passport  for  him  to  go  into  New  York,  and  also 
a  letter  which  closes  as  follows.  "  1  cannot  take  leave  of 
you,  Sir,  without  assuring  you,  that  in  whatever  light  my 
agency  in  this  unpleasant  affair  may  be  viewed,  I  was  never 
influenced  through  the  whole  of  it,  by  sanguinary  motives, 
but  by  what  I  conceive  to  be  a  sense  of  my  duty,  which 
loudly  called  on  me  to  take  measures,  however  disagreeable, 
to  prevent  a  repetition  of  those  enormities  which  have  been 
the  subject  of  discussion.  And  that  this  important  end  is 
likely  t«  be  answered  without  the  effusion  of  the  blood  of  an 
innocent  person  is  not  a  greater  relief  to  you  than  it  is, 
Sir,  to  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

George  Washinoton.* 

*  FVoni  Uie  "  UiMariaal  ud  iAitnrj  Menoin  and  Anecdolet,  ssteclad  (ran 
■he  eormpondewe  of  Btron  d«  Grimm  and  Diderol." 

"  Yoa  cm  ««ll  rmambtt  Ifaa  ffanar*!  intsrwt  8ii A((iU  iuptrod,  >  jomif 

sfficer  io  the  Bflnh  giuidi>  wbo  wu  mwl*  priwnci   tod  condtmcsd  tc  d«ith  b/ 
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haUfrfrom,  Lady  .AirgtU,  to  At  Comte  dt_VtTgenme$^ 

"  Sib, — If  the  politeneu  of  the  French  coort  will  per- 
mit a  Btratteer  to  addreu  it,  it  cannot  ba  doubted  but  that 
she  who  unites  b  herself  ail  the  more  delicate  sensatiooi 
ffilh  which  an  individual  can  be  penetrated,  will  be  received 
favorably  by  a  nobleman,  who  reflects  famior  not  only  oo  his 
nation,  hut  on  human  nature.  The  subject  on  wbkh  I  im- 
plore your  asustance,  is  too  heart  rending  to  be  dwelt  ea  ;  most 
probably,  die  public  report  of  it  has  already  reached  you  ;  this 
relieves  me  from  the  burthen  of  so  mournful  a  duty.  My  ton, 
my  only  son,  dear  to  me  as  he  is  brave,  amiable  as  he  is  beloved, 

Ike  AdmHcum  in  npriml  far  Um  dMIh  «f  CuUin  BaUj,  who  wu  bmfA  bj  (ba 
drdvr  oT  CapUiB  Lipplncot.  Thu  pidilie  pnou  all  otw  Europe,  naoiuided  witk 
(bauohupfcBluUophB,  which  for  «i^tmoDUHimpBtidc<lo>«rUH  life  of  this  jogng 
vAmt.  T£b  eitrena  grMot  hi*  notlwr,  tbe  aivt  of  daluina  which  olowM  Um 
nuBd  oT  hii  liitM  at  hearing  of  tha  dreadful  Akte  which  nwoaced  ihe  life  of  bw 
brother,  ialercelad  ererj  liwiini  miad  in  Uw  faie  at  Ifaii  imlbniuuite  bmilj.  The 
fcneral  curioaitT.  wiXb  remrd  to  the  erenu  of  tha  war,  yielded,  iTI  oaj  ao  mj,  to 
tbo  inlerert  whKh  foaaf  AigiU  ia^iiied,  and  the  Gnt  queatien  aiked  of  alt  *eneli 
tbal  arrited  from  anj  pott  in  North  America,  wia  alwaja  an  inqairj  inlo  tha 
lals  of  thia  yotmf  man.  It  ii  kaown  that  Aigill  wai  thrica  ondtMteil  to  the  loot 
oflbepbkMt,  ai^  Ihmt  Ihrlcs  General  WaihinglDn,  who  could  not  bring  binuetrio 
CDDimil  Ihu  crime  of  policy  without  ■  |>Teil  itnifEle,  niipendod  hii  puniihiaeai ; 
hit  humanity  and  jiuiice  made  him  hope  that  the  En)(l)ih  (jenoral  would  deliver 
over  to  him  iho  ulhor  of  tha  crime  which  Aigill  wm  condemned  to  expiate.  Clin- 
ton, either  ill  obeyed,  or  iniemihla  to  the  &le  of  youiif  Auill,  peniated  in  refuiinf 
to  deljver  up  the  hBrboroiu  Lippincoi.     In  rain  Iho  king  of  England,  at  whoae  feet 

thia  unforlunalg  Cunily  le '         '     "■-- ""-  ' '- 

can*  the     author  of  a 
III.  wu  not  obeyed.     In    vain   the    Unli 
United  6tni»  «r  Anvrj...    .k.  „.rH„«  nfi 
ftont  of  h 


lOre  awful  than  death  itielf.     In  th 


^ mbelhouffht  horaoir,  Ihallheminirter  ofa 

king  armed  aiiiiitiat  her  own  nation,  tnigbt  luccced  in  obtaining  that,  which  was 
refuMd  to  her  king.  t«ly  AigiU  wrote  <o  the  Count  do  Vergenoea,  a  letter,  the 
eloquence  of  which,  rndependently  of  oratorical  (bra*,  ii  that  of  all  people  and  all 
language),  became  it  deriTCa  ila  power  froDi  the  firtl  and  noblaat  aantiraaota  of  our 

REVaRi*.— The  Baron  de  Grimm  haj  unfortonately  been  led  to  make  an  erro- 
ueoiu  ■tttonent  reapeciing  the  treatment  of  Captain  Aagill,  wilich  onghl  in  juniee 
to  bo  corrected.  It  io  difficult  to  account  for  bia  ««.nion  thai,  '•  It  i>  known  that 
Aagill  wai  thrice  conducted  to  Che  fool  of  the  gibbet  and  thrice  General  Waahing- 
ton,  who  could  not  bnng  himaelf  to  coimnil  thii  crime  of  policy  without  a  great 
atrnggle,  euapeiided  hii  poniahmont ;"  and  again,  •'  the  gibbet  erected  in  front  of 
bu  priaon,  did  not  eeaae  to  offer  id  hia  eyea  thoae  dreadfiil  preparalirea  more  awiul 
than  death  iteoir."     1  can  with  the  fiilleat  a    "  ""  "    "'"  ""' 

were   made   for   i 


Ceneral  Waahinglon.  11  would  0*  prepoeiwoui  lo  lupiiov^  lu..  ™  ^^..^.y,.,^. 
in  Ohiof  could  act  a  farcical  part  by  e.hibiting  the  machmea  rf  death,  when  it  waa 
altogether  problemMica!  whether  as  aaecoUon  would  be  the  final  reaori.  and  aorcly 
■odSfCould  be  lea*  cbaracleriilic  of  Waahmglou,  thw  wuitonly  to  torture  Iho 
Ibaliifi  of  >  priioiwr  witb  tlw  bomn  of  daUb. 
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onlj  tuneteCD  years  of  age,  a  prisoner  of  war,  in  conacquence  of 
the  capitulation  of  Yorktown,  is  at  present  coafioed  in  Aint:rica 
as  an  object  of  reprisal. — Shall  the  innocent  ^a re  the  fate  of 
the  guiltj'  ?  Figure  to  yourself,  Sir,  the  situation  of  a  family 
in  these  circumstances.  Surrounded  as  I  am  with  objects  of 
distress,  bowed  down  by  fear-  and  grief,  words  are  wanting  to 
express  what  I  feel,  and  to  paint  such  a  scene  of  misery  ;  my 
husband,  given  over  by  his  physicians  some  hours  before  the 
arrival  of  this  news,  not  in  a  condition  to  he  informed  of  it ; 
my  daughter  attacked  by  a  fever,  accompanied  with  delirium  ; 
speaking  of  her  brotlier  in  tones  of  wildness,  and  without  an  in- 
terval of  reason,  unless  it  be  to  listen  to  some  circum!>tances 
which  may  console  her  heart.  Let  your  sensibility,  Sir,  paint 
to  you  my  profound,  my  inexpressible  misery,  and  plead  in  my 
favor  ;  a  word,  a  word  from  you,  like  a  voice  from  Heaven, 
would  liberate  us  from  desolation,  from  the  last  degree  of  mis- 
fortune, I  know  how  far  General  Washington  reveres  your 
character.  Tell  him  only  that  you  wish  my  son  restored  to 
liberty,  and  he  will  restore  him  to  his  desponding  family  ;  he 
will  restore  him  to  happiness.  The  virtue  and  courage  of  my 
son  will  Justify  this  act  of  clemency.  His  honor,  Sir,  led  him 
to  America  ;  he  was  horn  to  abundance,  to  independence,  and 
to  the  happiest  prospects.  Permit  me  once  more  to  entreat 
the  interference  of  your  high  influence  in  favor  of  innocence, 
and  in  the  cause  of  Justice  and  humanity.  Despatch,  Sir,  a 
letter  from  France  to  General  Washington,  and  favor  me  with 
a  copy  of  it,  that  it  may  be  transmitted  from  hence.  1  feel  the 
whole  weight  of  the  liberty  taken  in  presenting  this  rcftuest ; 
but  I  feel  confident,  whether  granted  or  not,  that  you  will  pity 
the  distress  by  which  it  was  suggested ;  your  humanity  will 
drop  a  tear  oa  my  fault,  and  blot  it  out  forever. 

"  May  that  Heaven  which  I  implore,  grant  that  you  may 
never  need  the  consolation  which  you  have  it  in  your  power  to 
bestow  (HI  Theresa  Asgill." 

Second  letter  of  Lady  Jlagill  to  the  Comte  rfe  Vergennes. 

"  Sir, — Exhausted  by  long  suffering,  overpowered  by  an 
excess  of  unexpected  happiness,  confined  to  my  bed  by  weak- 
ness and  languor,  bent  to  tne  earth  by  what  I  have  undei^one, 
my  sensibility  alone  could  supply  me  with  strength  sufficient  to 
address  you. 

"  Condescend,  Sir,  to  accept  this  feeble  effort  of  ihy  grati- 
tude. It  has  been  laid  at  the  feet  of  the  Almighty  ;  and  be- 
lieve me,  it  has  been  presented  with  the  same  sincerity  to  you, 
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Sir,  and  to  ftmr  ilhutrioQS  MTep^pn ;  by  tteir  amut  aod 
■alotary  interrantioii,  u  b;^  joar  own,  t  m  n  restoreo  to  me, 
to  whom  1117  own  life  ww  attaclied.  I  have  the  sweet  amtiT- 
aoce,  tiiat  my  vowa  for  mjprotecton  are  heanl  bj  Heaven,  to 
whom  tbey  are  ardCDtly  ofiered  ;  yes,  Sir,  UMf  will  prodooe 
their  effect  before  the  dreadfU)  and  last  tribnml,  whore  I  in- 
dnlge  in  the  hope,  that  we  ehail  both  appear  together  ;  y m  to 
receive  the  recompense  of  your  virtues ;  Tojwat,  that  of  dbt 
nfferingB.  I  will  raise  my  voice  before  that  imposing  tribmnl, 
I  will  call  for  those  sacred  registers,  in  which  yonr  humaiHty 
will  be  foond  recorded.  I  will  pray  that  blessiags  mn  he 
riwwered  ni  your  beads,  00  him,  who,  availing  himself  of  tbe 
noblest  privily  received  from  God,  a  privily  no  other  tiian 
divine,  naa  chan^  miserr  into  bappiness,  has  withdrawn  tbe 
■word  -from  the  innoceDt  head,  ana  restored  tbe  worttiieit  of 
ions,  to  tbd  most  tender  and  nnfortmute  of  motben. 

"  CoodesceDd,  Sir,  to  accept  this  last  tribute  of  gretitade 
doe  to  your  virtnous  sentiments.  Preserve  tbis  tribute,  and 
may  it  go  down  to  your  posterity  as  a  testimony  of  your  sublime 
and  exemplary  beneficence  to  a  strai^r,  wfane  natioo  was  at 
war  with  your  own  ;  but  these  tender  affections  have  not  been 
destroyed  by  war.  May  tbis  tribute  bear  testimwy  to  my 
gratitude  l<Hig  alter  the  hand  that  expresses  it,  with  the  heart 
which  at  tbis  moment  only  vibrates  with  the  vivacity  of  grate- 
ful sentiments,  shall  be  reduced  to  dust  ;  even  to  wt  last  day 
of  my  existence,  it  shall  beat  but  to  offer  all  the  respect  and  all 
the  gratitude,  wttfa  which  it  is  penetrated. 

Thebksa.  Aggill." 

The  tour  of  doty  at  Dobb's  ferry,  having  fsllen  to  our 
raiment,  we  marched  from  Nelson's  point  on  the  24th,  crossed 
tbe  river  at  King's  ferry,  and  00  the  :S5th,  encamped  near  the 
block  house  at  this  place.  This  afternoon  a  flag  of  truce  arriv- 
ed here  from  New  York  with  despatches  for  General  Wasbing- 
tm,  which  were  immediately  forwarded  to  him. 

Augwil  5th. — Flags  are  passii^  and  repassing  from  this  post 
to  New  York  and  back  every  day,  and  several  gentlemen  have 
been  permitted  to  come  out  of  that  city.  By  the  intelligence 
which  they  bring  corroborating  those  which  we  receive  from 
other  sources,  commiseioners  are  sent  from  the  court  of  Lwidoo 
to  Paris,  where  they  are  to  meet  French  and  American  com- 
misNwers  .for  the  important  purpose  of  negotiating  a  general 
peace.  May  God  grant  them  success  in  bringing  to  America 
an  honorable  peace  and  national  Independence.     A  very  cod- 
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triderable  mimber  of  deserters  have  come  ovt  from  New  York 
within  these  few  days  past. 

Sl9t. — ^The  army  marched  from  their  different  quarters  this 
morning  and  encamped  at  Verplank's  point  in  the  evening. 
Part  of  the  troops  came  down  the  river  in  boats,  which  being 
in  motion  and  in  regular  order  on  the  water,  made  a  most  beau- 
tiful appearance.  I  shall  tomorrow  commence  a  journey  to 
Philadelphia,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  a  sum  of  money  at 
the  American  Bank,  for  the  payment  of  our  regiment. 

September  lOth. — I  returned  last  evening  from  Philadelphia, 
where  I  met  my  very  respectable  friends  Dr.  Treat  and  Dr. 
Benney,  of  the  hospital,  with  whom  I  dined.  Drank  tea  and 
spent  the  evening  with  Dr.  Andrew  Craige,  our  apothecary 
general.  The  next  day  dined  with  my  friend  Mr.  James  Lov«- 
ell,  formerly  lieutenant  and  adjutant  of  our  r^ment,  but  now 
lieutenant  in  that  fine  r^ment  of  light  horse,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Lee.  Here  I  had  the  pleasure  of  being  introduced  to 
two  celebrated  characters,  Dr.  John  Jones,  of  Philadelphia, 
and  the  honorable  Robert  Morris,  the  great  American  financier. 
Dr.  Jones  formerly  resided  in  the  city  of  New  York,  where  he 
was  '^  distingui^ed  for  his  professional  merit,  urbani^  of  man- 
ners, and  moral  excellence."  As  a  surgeon-.  Dr.  Jones  is  conr 
sidered  at  the  head  of  the  profession  in  the  United  States,  and 
his  reputation  has  been  considerably  extended  by  a  valuable 
work  entitled,  "  Plain  remarks  an  tMunde  and  fractures^^^ 
which  he  published  in  the  year  1775  for  the  particular  benefit 
of  the  surgeons  of  our  army,  and  which  has  been  received  with 
universal  approbation.  Mr.  Morris  stands  preeminent  as  a 
citizen,  merchant  and  patriot,  and  the  public  are  greatly  in- 
debted to  him  for  his  unrivalled  efforts  as  superintendent  of  the 
finances  of  the  United  States,  by  which  the  public  interest  has 
been  greatly  promoted.  I  waited  on  Major  Greneral  Lincoln, 
secretary  at  war,  to  obtain  an  order  on  the  Bank  for  the  money, 
which  was  the  object  of  my  visit,  but  was  disappointed,  as  the 
state  of  the  Bank  would  not  admit  of  any  discount.*     General 


*  Th6  continental  paper  money  having  answered  the  great  purpose  of  canning 
on  the  war  hitherto,  being  depreciated  to  a  mere  shadow,  has  now  ceased  to  circu- 
late, by  common  consent  of  the  people.  It  had  by  its  extraordinary  depreciation 
become  the  bane  of  society,  corrupting  the  morals  of  the  people  by  ezcitmg  a  rage 
for  speculation  among  all  clases.  Reckless  of  all  considerations  of  honor,  justice, 
gratitude  or  humanity,  the  mechanic,  the  farmer,  the  merchant,  and  men  of  science, 
scrupled  not  to  involve  themsdves  in  paper  money  speculations,  in  which  brothers 
defrauded  brothers,  children  parents,  and  they  in  their  turn  spared  not  their  chil- 
dren. Widows  and  orphans,  whose  annual  interest  were  their  only  support,  were 
impoverished  and  ruined.    Creditors  were  frequently  obliged  by  the  tender  laws  to 
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Lmcolo  introduced  me  to  Mr.  Osgood,  a  member  of  Congress 
from  Massachusetts. 

~  September  1 4th. — The  whole  army  was  paraded  under  arms 
this  morning  in  order  to  honor  his  Excellency  Count  Rocham- 
beau  on  liis  arrival  from  the  southward.  The  troops  were  all 
formed  in  two  lines  extending  from  the  ferry,  where  the  count 
crossed,  to  head  quarters.  A  troop  of  horse  met  and  received 
him  at  King's  ferry,  and  conducted  him  through  the  line  to 
General  Washington's  quarters,  where  sitting  on  his  horse  hy 
the  side  of  his  Escellency,  the  whole  army  marched  before  him 
and  paid  the  usual  salute  and  honors.  Our  troops  were  now  in 
complete  uniform  and  exhibited  every  mark  of  soldierly  disci- 
plme.  Count  Rochambeau  was  mo£t  highly  gratified  to  per- 
ceive the  very  great  improvement  which  our  army  had  made 
in  appearance  since  he  last  reviewed  them,  and  expressed  his 
astonishment  at  their  rapid  progress  in  military  skill  and  disci- 
pline. He  said  to  General  Washington  "you  must  have  form- 
ed an  alliance  with  the  king  of  Prussia.  These  troops  are 
Prussians."  Several  of  the  principal  oifieers  of  the  French 
army  who  have  seen  troops  of  different  European  nations, 
have  bestowed  the  highest  encomiums  and  applause  on  our 
army,  and  declared  that  they  had  seen  none  superior  to  the 
Americans. 

I6th. — Dined  with  Major  General  Howe,  with  a  number 
of  olhcers  of  our  line,  and  on  the  Hlh  dined  with  Baron 
Steuben,  in  company  with  Generals  Howe,  Paterson,  ,and  a 
number  of  French  officers.  The  baron  is  never  more  happy 
than  when  he  is  manifesting  his  generous  friendship  and  be- 
nevolence.' 

October. — Eight  battalions  have  been  selected  from  the 
army  to  perform  some  grand  manoeuvres  and  a  review.  The 
evolutions  and  firings  were  performed  this  day  with  that 
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regularity  and  precision  which  does  them  honor,  and  which 
received  the  full  approbation  of  the  numerous  spectators, 
and  of  the  American  and  French  officers  who  were  present. 

30th. — At  reveille  on  the  26th  instant,'the  left  wing  of  our 
army,  under  the  command  of  General  Heath,  decamped  from 
Verplank's  point  and  marched  to  the  highlands  ;  took  our 
lodging  in  the  woods,  without  covering,  and  were  exposed  to 
heavy  rain  during  a  night  and  day.  Thence  we  crossed  the 
Hudson  to  West  Point,  and  marched  over  the  mountain  call- 
ed Butter  hill ;  passed  the  night  in  the  open  field,  and  the 
next  day  reached  the  ground  where  we  are  to  erect  log  huts 
for  our  winter  quarters,  near  New  Windsor. 

Mvember  lOtk!" — I  attended  the  funeral  of  my  late  worthy 
friend.  Ensign  Trant.  This  young  gentleman  at  the  ace  of 
eighteen,  came  over  from  Ireland  about  two  years  since, 
and  on  his  arrival  in  Boston,  was  appointed  an  ensign  in  our 
regiment.  Having  a  taste  for  military  life,  he  had  acquired 
considerable  reputation  as  an  officer,  and  was  esteemed  for 
his  amiable  temper  and  disposition,  his  liberal  and  generous 
sentiments,  and  his  polite  and  gentlemanly  manners.  He 
suffered  a  lingering  illness  of  eight  months.  Renouncing  all 
hope  of  recovery,  he  conquered  the  terrors  of  death  and 
acquired  a  remarkable  degree  of  patience  and  resigna- 
tion during  the  last  weeks  of  his  extreme  suffering.  His 
remains  were  decently  interred  in  the  garrison  at  West 
Point,  and  were  followed  to  the  grave  by  his  Excellency 
General  Washington,  and  a  very  respectable  procession. 

A  melancholy  event  has  recently  been  announced  from 
South  Carolina.  Colonel  John  Laurens^  a  man  of  inestima- 
ble value,  has  been  slain  in  a  rencounter  with  the  enemy 
near  Charleston.  He  was  the  son  of  Henry  Laurens,.  Esq. 
late  president  of  Congress,  and  our  ambassador  to  Holland. 
He  had  been  employed  on  a  special  mission  to  France,  to 
obtain  a  loan  for  the  United  States,  in  which  he  was  success 
ful.  The  enemy  having  detached  a  party  into  the  country 
to  procure  provisions.  Colonel  Laurens,  ever  foremost  in 
danger,  joined  the  party  of  continentals  as  a  volunteer,  to 
counteract  their  object,  and  while  advancing  on  the  enemy 
with  great  intrepidity,  he  received  a  mortal  wound.  His 
death  is  universally  lamented,  more  especially  at  this  l^itft^ 
period,  when  the  contest  is  supposed  to  be  near  a  terminal 
tion.  No  eulogy  can  exceed  the  merit  of  this  noble  and 
very  useful  officer. 
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'  A  ytiTf  extrftordiDary  ud  melancholy  erent  baa  reoentlj 
beeD  annouDced  from  England.  The  ship  called  the  Rt^al 
Creorge,  of  one  hundred  and  eight  gum,  commanded  b;  Ad- 
miral KiBmpenfelt,  •ite'ing  careened  on  one  tide  to  receire 
aone  Decessaiy  repairs,  was  by  a  sudden  gust  of  wind  forced 
«ver,  and  her  gua  ports  being  open,  she  instantly  filled  with 
water,  and  went  to  the  bottom.  The  admiral  himself  was 
writing  at  his  table  in  the  cabin,  who  with  about  one  thou- 
aawl  souls  was  lost ;' among  them  were  about  three  hundred 
women  and  children.  Admiral  Kempenfelt  was  about  seven- 
ty  years  of  age,  and  was  contidered,  in  point  of  professiooal 
knowledge  and  judgment,  one  of  the  first  naval  officers  in 
£nrope.  A  victualler  along  side  was  swallowed  up  in  the 
whirlpool  occasioned  by  the  linkiDg  of  the  ship. 

•  The  campaign  is  now  brought  to  a  close,  and  no  glorious 
deeds  have  been  achieved,  not  a  gun  has  been  fired,  be- 
tween the  two  armies  during  the  campaign,  and  the  pros- 
pect of  peace  Is  so  favorable  and  encouraging,  that  our  Con- 
gress have  passed  a  resolve  to  discharge  a  considerable  part 
«f  the  army  on  the  1st  day  of  January  next.'  The  supernu- 
merary officers  are  to  retire  on  the  establishment  provided 
by  Congress,  and  are  to  be  entitled  to  all  the  emoluments 
with  those  who  continue  in  service  till  peace  shall  be  pro- 
claimed. 

Vecttabtr  I6tk. — Dined  with  my  friends  Drs.  Townsend, 
Eustis,  and  Adams,  at  the  hospital,  in  company  with  Gene- 
rals Gates  and  Howe,  and  their  aids.  Dr.  Cochran,  our  sur- 
geon general,  and  several  other  officers.  Our  entertain- 
ment was  ample  and  elegant- 

19lA. — I  partook  of  another  entertainment  at  Dr.  Eustis's 
quarters,  New  Boston.  Our  guests  were  General  McDou- 
gali,  smd  his  aids,  Coltmels  Jackson,  Crane,  &c.  General 
Alexander  McDougall  is  the  son  of  a  Scotchman,  whose 
employment  was  that  of  a  milk  man  in  the  city  of  New 
York  ;  and  the  son  was  sometimes  bis  sBsistant.  The  Gen- 
eral at  an  early  period  was  distinguished  among  those  ivho 
had  adopted  the  whig  principles,  and  known  to  be  a  zealous 
advocate  for  freedom.  Principle  and  a  sense  of  duty  led  him 
to  the  field  of  contest,  and  in  August,  1776,  be  was  by  Con- 
gress appointed  a  brigadier  general,  and  by  bis  intelligence 
and  active  spirit  he  has  acquired  a  reputable  standing  as  a 
general  officer.  He  displays  much  of  the  Scotch  character, 
IB  alfable  and  facetious,  often  indulging  in  pleasantry,  and  ad- 
verting to  his  national  peculiarities  ajid  family  origin  ;  at  the 
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close  of  which  he  addi,  "  Mw,  gentlediAD,  you  have  ffA.  the 
historjr  of  Sawoey  McDougall,  the  milk  mon's  son." 

26th. — The  lime  is  now  epproachine,  when,  according  to 
a  resolve  of  Congress,  a  reduction  of  the  army  is  to  tak^ 
place,  and  it  is  optimal  with  me  to  continue  till  peace  is  ac- 
tually proclaimed,  and  our-  army  entirely  disbanded,  or  td 
retire  from  service  on  the  new  establishment,  by  which  I 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  emoluments  with  those  who 
remain.  Having  duly  deliberated  on  the  subject,  I  have 
come  to  the  resolution  of  bidding  a  Bnal  adieu  to  the  scenes 
of  military  life,  and  have  resigned  my  commission  in  favor 
of  Dr.  Shute.  It  is  with  inexpressible  reluctance  that  I 
contemplate  a  separation  from  numerous  friends  with  whom 
1  have  90  long  associated  in  the  most  harmonious  and  pleasing 
intercourse.  Engaged  in  the  same  glorious  and  honorable 
cause,  encountering  together  the  same  perils,  sulTering  un- 
paralleled hardships  and  privations,  and  participating  in  the 
most  interesting  scenes  and  events,  our  mutual  and  cherished 
attachments  are  no  less  ardent  than  the  ties  of  brotherly 
alTection.  Friendship  formed  under  such  circumstances,  and 
cemented  by  purity  of  sentiment,  must  prove  as  lasting  as 
our  days  on  earth,  and  we  shall  ever  cherish  a  sincere  inter- 
est in  the  welfare  of  the  companions  of  our  military  career. 
It  will  be  to  me  a  source  of  tnlinite  satisfaction  during  the 
remainder  of  my  days,  that  I  have  shared  in  the  toils  and 
perils  of  war  during  seven  years  and  a  half,  in  defence  of  my 
country  and  its  freedom,  and  that  tlie  mighty  struggle  termi- 
nates in  peace  and  the  establishment  of  our  national  Inde- 
|)eiidence-  This  momentous  event  should  be  considered  as 
a  rich  blessing  which  Providence  bestows  on  us  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  present  and  many  future  generations.  It  is  in- 
cumbent on  me  to  express  my  unfeigned  gratitude  to  the  All 
Wise  Author  and  Preserver  of  men,  that  he  has  been  pleas- 
ed to  confer  on  me  innumerable  blessings,  and  preserved  my 
life  and  health  during  a  long  period,  while  exposed  to  the 
greatest  hardships  and  imminent  perils. 

January  1st,  1783. — This  day  1  close  my  military  career, 
and  quit  forever  the  toils  and  vicissitudes  incident  to  the 
storms  of  war.  To  my  military  companions  I  bid  a  final 
adieu,  and  hope  to  enjoy  in  future  the  blessings  which  attend 
a  virtuous  course  of  domestic  life.  1  retire  with  honorable 
testimonials,  from  very  respectable  authority,  of  my  punctu- 
ality and  faithful  performance  of  duty  in  the  various  situa- 
tions which  I  hare  been  called  to  occupy,  and  with  a  bcart- 
40 
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frtaKht  nith  grttefnl  recolleetioas  of  tin  kiBtlneBB  and  af- 
ISBCuaiate  interconrfe  which  I  have  experienced  from  mj 
■operion,  and  from  my  notneroua  companions  and  astociatee. 
Wiile  I  congratniate  my  country  on  the  momentont  erent 
by  which  we  are  abont  to  be  elevated  to  the  rank  of  ao 
Independent  Nation,  most  cordially  do  I  proffer  my  lympathy 
for  the  many  lives  of  inestimable  value  which  have  been 
uorificed  during  thia  ever  memorable  contest. 


ttt/n. — Ai  tha  milsruli  <br  Ilie  remKinder  of  thia  wvk  « 
gad  titer  I  relumed  Ironi  ihs  v 
f  titlt  ftva  Uiliurj  J«ibo>1  to 
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SOCIETY  OP  CINCINNATI. 

While  contemplating  a  final  separation  of  the  officers  of 
the  army,  the  tenderest  feelings  of  the  heart  had  their 
afflicting  operations.  It  was  at  the  suggestion  of  General 
Knoi,  and  with  the  acquiescence  of  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  that  an  e.ipedient  was  devised  by  which  a  hope  it 
entertained  that  their  long  cherished  friendship  and  social 
intercourse  may  be  perpetuated,  and  that  at  future  periodi 
they  may  annually  communicate,  and  revive  a  recollection  of 
the  bonds  by  which  they  were  connected.  It  was  on  the 
lOth  day  of  May,  1783,  when  the  officers  held  their  first 
meeting,  at  which  the  Baron  Steuben,  the  senior  officer, 
presided,  that  Major  General  Knox,  Brigadier  General 
Hajid,  Brigadier  General  Huntington,  and  Captain  Shaw,' 
were  chosen  to  revise  the  proposals  for  the  institution,  and 
prepare  a  copy  to  be  laid  before  the  next  meeting,  at  BaroB 
Steuben's  quarters,  on  the  13th,  when  the  plan  for  establish- 
ing  a  society  was  accepted,  and  is  as  follows — 

"  It  having  pleased  the  Supreme  Governor  of  the  Uni- 
verse, in  the  disposition  of  human  affairs,  to  cause  the  sepa- 
ration of  the  Colonies  of  North  Ameiica  from  the  domina- 
tion of  Great  Britain,  and  after  a  bloody  conflict  of  eight 
years,  to  establish  them  Free,  Independent,  and  Sovereign 
States,  connected  by  alliances,  founded  on  reciprocal  advan- 
tages, with  some  of  the  greatest  princes  and  powers  of  the 
earth. 

"  To  perpetuate,  therefore,  as  well  the  remembrance  of 
this  vast  event,  as  the  mutual  friendships  which  have  been 
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formed,  noder  the  preunre  of  common  danger,  and  in  maaj^ 
iutance*  cemented  bj  the  blood  of  the  parties,  the  officen 
of  the  American  armjr  do  hereby  in  the  most  aolemn  manner, 
anociate,  cnutitute  and  combine  themaelvCi  into  one  Soci- 
etf  of  Friends,  to  endnre  so  long  as  they  ihall  endure,  or 
any  of  their  eldest  male  posterity,  and  in  failure  thereof, 
tfae  collateral  branches,  who  may  be  jadged  worthy  of  be- 
coming its  siipportera  and  members. 

"  The  omcars  of  the  American  army  having-  generally 
been  taken  from  the  citizeni  of  America,  poseess  high  vene- 
ration for  the  character  of  that  illustrious  Roman,  Locius 
Qdintiub  CiNciifHATus,  and  being  resolved  to  follow  his 
example,  by  returning  to  Uieir  citizenship,  they  think  they 
may  with  propriety  denominate  thenuelvei  the 

SOCIETY  OF  THE  CINCINNATI. 

"  "Hm  following  principles  shall  be  immutable,  and  fori* 
Uw  basis  of  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati, 
r  "An  iaceiiant  att^im  to  preserve  iaviolata  thow  exalt- 
ad  rights  and  liberties  of  human  nature,  for  which  they  have 
fought  and  bled,  and  without  which  the  high  rank  of  a  ration- 
al beit^  is  a  curse  instead  of  a  blessing. 

"  An  unalterable  determination  to  promote  and  cheri^, 
between  the  respective  states,  that  uniou  and  national  honor, 
so  essentially  necessary  to  their  happiness,  and  the  future 
dignity  of  the  American  empire. 

"  To  reader  permanent  tfae  cordial  affection  sgbsiating 
Vmong  the  officers,  this  spirit  will  dictate  brotherly  kindness 
in  all  things,  and  particularly  extend  to  the  most  substantial 
acts  of  beneficence,  according  to  the  ability  of  the  society, 
towards  those  officers  and  their  families,  who  unfortanalely 
may  be  under  the  necessity  of  receiving  it. 

"  The  general  society  will,  for  the  sake  of  frequent 
eommuoications,  be  divided  into  state  societies,  and  these 
again  into  such  districts  as  shall  be  directed  by  the  slate 
society. 

"  The  societies  of  the  districts  to  meet  as  often  as  shall 
be  agreed  on  by  the  state  society  ;  those  of  the  state  on  the 
4th  day  of  July,  annually,  or  oftener  if  they  shall  find  it  ex- 
Bedient  ;  and  the  general  society  on  the  first  Monday  in 
May,  annually,  so  long  as  they  shall  deem  it  necessary,  and 
afterwards,  at  least  once  in  every  three  years. 
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"  At  eadi  meetiDg,  the  principles  of  the  iDBtitntion  will 
be  full;  coasidered,  and  the  best  measures  to  promote  them 
adopted. 

"  The  state  societies  to  hare  a  president,  vice  president, 
lecretary,  treasurer,  and  aisistant  treasurer,  to  be  chos^ 
annually  by  a  majority  of  votes,  at  the  state  meeting. 

*'  In  order  to  form  funds  which  may  be  respectable,  and 
assist  the  uofortunate,  each  officer  shall  deliver  to  the  trea- 
■itrer  of  the  state  society,  one  month's  pay,  which  shall  re- 
main  forever,  to  the  use  of  the  state  society  ;  the  interest 
only  of  which,  if  necessary,  to  be  appropriated  to  the  relief 
of  the  unfortunate. 

"  The  society  shall  have  an  order,  by  which  its  mem- 
bers shall  he  known  and  distinguishe^J,  which  shall  be  a 
medal  of  gold,  of  a  proper  size  to  receive  the  emblems, 
and  be  suspended  by  a  deep  blue  ribbon,  two  inches  wide, 
edged  with  white,  descriptive  of  the  union  of  America  and 
France." 

His  Eifcelleney  General  Washington  ofiiciated  as  presi- 
dent of  the  general  society  from  its  institntion,  ia  1783,  till 
his  death,  as  did  Major  General  B.  Lincoln  of  the  society  of 
Massachusetts.  Since  his  demise,  in  1810,  Governor  Brooks 
has  been  anmially  elected  president-  Some  attempts  were 
made  at  the  first  general  meeting  in  1784,  to  alter  the  con- 
stitution of  the  society,  in  order  that  the  hereditary  succes- 
sion of  the  members  should  be  done  away,  without  substitut- 
ing any  means  of  perpetuating  the  existence  of  the  society. 
But  a  majority  of  the  state  societies  did  not  approve  this' 
change,  and  the  institution  remains  as  it  tvas  originally  adopt- 
ed in  1783,  The  society  of  Massachusetts  was  incorporated 
by  the  legislature  in  the  year  I8UG,  and  their  by-laws  pro- 
vide that  persons  who  claim  admission  as  members  in  right 
of  succession  to  a  deceased  member  shall  be  the  oldest  male 
heirs,  or  collateral  branches  not  under  twenty-one  years  of 
age.  He  must  make  his  application  to  the  standing  commit- 
tee in  writing,  and  will  be  voted  in  by  ballot. 

In  December,  1 782,  the  olficerB  of  the  army  bein*  appre- 
hensive that  they  should  be  disbanded  before  their  accounts 
should  be  liquidated  and  the  engagements  of  government 
complied  with,  resolved  to  memorialize  Congress  on  the 
subject,  and  Major  General  McDougall,  Colonel  Ogdcn  and 
Colonel  Brooks,  were  deputed  as  a  committee  to  wait  on 
that  honorable  body,  requesting  their  attention  to  the  dis- 
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treuea  under  which  the  armT  labored,  and  to  idicit  pay- 
ment of  tho  money  actually  due  to  the  army,  and  secnri^ 
for  the  commutation  of  half  pay,  itipulated  bj  the  resolve  m 
October,  HSO,  for  a  mm  in  gross,  nhich  they  conceive 
would  be  less  objectionahle  than  the  half  pay  establishment. 
Subsequent  to  this  proceeding,  a  report  was  circulated  in 
camp,  that  Congress  did  not  mean  to  comply  with  their  re- 
.  wives  respecting  half  pay,  &c.  This  operated  very  power- 
fully on  the  minds  of  the  officers  of  the  army,  and  occasioned 
them  to  forward  an  address  to  Congress,  in  behalf  (rf*  theok- 
■elves,  and  tbeir  brethren,  the  soldiers.  They  asked  for  a 
supply  of  money,  to  be  forwarded  immediately  to  the  army* 
for  a  settlemant  of  the  accounts  of  arrearages  of  pay,  and 
security  for  what  is  due  ;  fw  a  commutation  of  half  for  fvU 
pay  for  a  certain  nudlber  of  years,  or  for  a  sum  in  gn»»,  a« 
ihould  he  agreed  on  i  for  a  settlement  of  accounts,  for  defi- 
eieociea  of  rati<»s  and  compensations,  and  of  the  deBciencies 
of  clothing  and  compensations.  They  couclude  their  addresa 
in  these  words  ;  "  The  pressure  of  evils  and  iujuries  in  the 
course  of  seven  long  years,  have  made  their  condition,  in 
many  instances,  wretched  ;  they  therefore  entreat  that  Con- 
gress, to  convince  the  army,  and  the  norld,  that  the  inde- 
pendence of  America  shall  not  be  placed  on  the  ruin  of  any 
particular  class  of  citizens,  will  point  out  a  mode  for  imme- 
diate redress  ;  and  that  the  disabled  officers  and  soldiers, 
with  the  widows  aud  orphans  of  those  who  have  lost  or  may 
lose  their  lives  in  the  service  of  their  country,  may  be  in- 
eluded,  and  that  some  mode  be  pointed  out,  for  the  event- 
•oal  payment  of  those  soldiers,  who  are  the  subjects  of  the 
resolution  of  Congress  of  the  15th  of  May,  1778."  In 
consequence  of  this  address,  Congress  passed  the  following 
resolves,  namely  ; — 

"  Tbat'the  superintendent  of  finance  be  directed,  conform- 
ably to  the  measures  already  taken  for  that  purpose,  so  soon 
as  the  state  of  the  public  finances  will  permit,  to  make  such 

fiayment,  and  in  such  manner  as  he  shall  think  proper,  till  the 
urtht^r  order  of  Congress. 

"  With  respect  to  the  second  article  of  the  address,  the 
settlement  of  accounts  of  the  arrearages  of  pay,  that  the 
several  states  be  called  on  to  complete,  without  delay,  the 
settlements  with  their  respective  lines  of  the  army,  up  to 
the  first  day  of  August,  1780;  and  that  the  superintendent 
of  finance  take  such  measures,  as  shall  appear  to  him  most 
proper  for  effecting  the  settlement  from  this  period.     That 
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the  troq>8  of  the  United  States,  in  common  with  all  creditors 
of  the  same,  have  an  undoubted  right  to  expect  security, 
for  what  shall  be  found  due,  and  Congress  will  make  every 
effort  in  their  power,  to  obtain  from  the  respective  states 
substantial  funds,  adequate  to  the  object  of  funding  the  whole 
debt  of  the  United  States,  and  will  enter  on  an  immediate 
and  full  consideration  of  the  nature  of  such  funds,  and  the 
most  likely  mode  of  obtaining  them." 

The  remainder  of  the  report  of  the  committee,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  address  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  five. 

General  M cDougail  and  Colonel  Ogden  in  a  letter  to  Gen- 
eral Knox,  made  known  to  the  army  their  success  ;  and  Col- 
onel Brooks  returned  to  camp,  to  inform  them,  verbally,  of 
the  prospect  of  commutation,  or  of  obtaining  an  equivalent 
for  half  pay,  which  they  had  proposed  in  their  address. 
General  Mc  Dougall  continued  at  Congress  on  the  army 
business,  while  the  impression  of  the  report  which  occasion- 
ed the  address  to  Congress,  however  false,  remained  on  the 
minds  of  some  officers  ;  notwithstanding  Congress  were  do** 
ing  all  that  the  circumstances  of  the  states  would  admit,  to 
relieve  and  satisfy  the  army. 

March  lOth, — In  the  midst  of  this  perturbed  state  of  af- 
fairs in  camp,  and  while  the  day  of  final  separation  was  sup- 
posed to  be  near  at  hand,  the  following  anonymous  letter, 
calculated  to  exasperate  the  passions  of  the  moment,  was 
privately  circulated. 

"to  the  officers  of  the  army. 

"  Gentlemen, — A  fellow  soldier  whose  interest  and  af- 
fections bind  him  strongly  to  you,  whose  past  sufferings  have 
been  as  great,  and  whose  future  fortune  may  be  as  desperate, 
as  yours — would  beg  leave  to  address  you. 

"  Age  has  its  claims,  and  rank  is  not  without  its  preten- 
sions to  advise  ;  but,  though  unsupported  by  both,  he  flatters 
himself,  that  the  plain  language  of  sincerity  and  experience 
will  neither  be  unheard  nor  unregarded.  g^ 

"  Like  many  of  you  he  loved  private  life,  and  left  it  with 
regret.  He  left  it,  determined  to  retire  from  the  field,  with 
the  necessity  that  called  him  to  it,  and  not  till  then — ^not  till 
the  enemies  of  his  country,  the  slaves  of  power,  and  the  hire- 
lings of  injustice,  were  compelled  to  abandon  their  schemes, 
and  acknowledge  America  as  terrible  in  arms,  as  she  had 
been  humble  in  remoostrance.     With  this  object  in  view,  he 
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bai  long  shared  io  your  toils  and  mb^led  io  your  dangen.— 
lie  has  felt  the  cold  hand  of  poverty  without  a  murmur,  utd 
has  seen  the  iiuoieiice  of  wealth  without  a  sigh.  But,  too  much 
under  the  direction  of  his  wishes,  and  sometimes  weak  enough 
to  mistake  desire  for  opinion,  he  has  till  lately — Tery  lately, 
believed  in  the  justice  of  his  country.  He  hoped,  that  as  the 
clouds  of  adversity  scattered,  bnd  as  the  sunshine  of  peace 
and  better  fortune  broke  ia  on  us,  the  coldness  and  severity 
of  government  would  relax,  and  that  more  than  justice,  that 
gratitude  would  blaze  forth  on  those  hands  which  had  up- 
held ber  in  the  darkest  stages  of  her  passage  from  impending 
■servitude  to  acknowledged  Independence.  But  faitb  has  its 
limits,  as  well  as  temper,  and  there  are  points  beyond  which 
veither  can  be  stretched,  without  sinking  into  cowardice,  w 
plunging  into  credulity. — This,  my  friends,  1  conceive  to  ba 
your  situation, — hurried  to  the  very  edge  of  both,  another 
step  would  ruin  you  forever. — To  be  tame  and  unprovoked 
when  injuries  press  hard  on  you,  is  more  than  weakness ;  bat 
to  look  up  for  kinder  usage,  without  one  manly  effort  of  your 
own,  would  fii  your  character,  and  show  the  world  how 
richly  you  deserve  those  chains  you  broke.  To  guard  against 
this  evil,  let  us  take  a  review  of  the  ground  on  which  we 
now  stand,  and  thence  carry  our  thoughts  forward  for  a  mo- 
ment into  the  unexplored  field  of  experiment. 

"  After  a  pursuit  of  seven  long  years,  the  object  for  which 
we  set  out  Is  at  length  brought  within  our  reach — yes,  my 
friends,  that  suffering  courage  of  yours  was  active  once, — it 
has  conducted  the  United  States  of  America  through  a  doubt- 
ful and  bloody  war.  It  has  placed  her  in  the  chair  of  inde- 
pendency, and  peace  returns  again  to  bless — who  ?  A  coun- 
try willing  to  redress  your  wrongs,  cherish  your  worth  and 
reward  your  services  ?  A  country  courting  your  return  to 
private  life,  with  tears  of  gratitude,  and  smiles  of  admira- 
tion, longing  to  divide  with  you  that  independency  which  your 
gallantry  has  given,  and  those  riches  which  your  wounds  have 
preserved  ?  Is  this  the  case  ?  or  is  it  rather  a  country  that 
tramples  on  your  rights,  disdains  your  cries,  and  insults  your 
distresses .'  Have  you  not  more  than  once  suggested  your 
wishes,  and  made  known  your  wants  to  Congress  ?  wants  and 
wishes  which  gratitude  and  policy  should  have  anticipated 
rather  than  evaded  ;  and  have  you  not  lately  in  the  meek 
language  of  entreating  memorials,  begged  from  their  justice, 
what  you  could  no  longer  expect'  from  their  favor  .'    How 
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have  jron  been  anstrered  ?    Let  tbe  letter  vrbicb  jroo  are 
called  to  CODiider  tomorrow  reply. 

*' If  this  then  be  your  treatment,  while  (he  swords  yea 
wear  are  necessary  for  the  defence  of  America,  what  bare 
jrou  to  expect  from  peace,  when  jour  voice  shall  sink,  and 
four  strength  dissipate  by  divison  ?  when  those  very  swords, 
the  instruments  and  companions  of  your  elory,  shall  be  taket 
from  your  sides,  and  no  remaiuiog  mark  of  military  distinc> 
tion  be  left  but  your  wants,  infirmities  and  scars  ?  Can  yoe 
then  consent  to  be  tbe  only  sufferers  by  this  revolution,  and 
retiring  from  the  field,  grow  old  in  poverty,  wretchedneH 
and  contempt  ?  Can  you  consent  to  wade  through  the  vils 
mire  of  dependency,  and  owe  tbe  miserable  remnant  of  that 
life  to  charily,  which  has  hitherto  been  spent  in  honor  ?  If 
yon  can — go — and  carry  with  you  the  jest  of  lories  and  tbe 
scorn  of  whigs — Ihe  ridicule,  and  what  is  worse,  the  pily  of 
the  world.  Go,  starve,  and  be  forgotten  I  fiut  if  your  spirit 
should  revolt  al  Ibis  ;  if  you  have  sense  enough  to  discover, 
and  spirit  enough  to  oppose,  tyranny,  under  whatever  garb  it 
may  assume  ;  whether  it  be  the  plain  coat  of  republicanism, 
or  the  splendid  robe  of  royalty  ;  if  you  have  not  yet  learned 
to  discriminate  between  a  people  and  a  cause,  between  men 
and  principles — awake  ;  attend  to  your  situation,  and  redress 
yourselves.  If  the  present  moment  be  lo^t,  every  future  ef* 
fort  is  in  vain  ;  and  your  threats  then,  will  be  as  empty  as 
yonr  entreaties  now. 

"I  would  advise  you,  therefore,  to  come  to  some  final 
t^inion  on  what  you  can  bear,  and  what  yon  will  suffer.  If 
your  determination  be  in  any  proportion  to  your  wrongs, 
carry  your  appeal  from  the  justice,  to  the  fears  of  govern- 
ment. Change  the  milk  and  water  style  of  your  last  memo- 
rial ;  assame  a  bolder  tone — decent,  bnt  lively,  spirited  and 
determined,  and  suspect  the  man  who  would  advise  to  more 
moderation  and  longer  forbearance.  Let  two  or  three  men 
who  can  feel  as  well  as  writtt,  be  appointed  to  draw  up  yovr 
laH  remonitrance  ;  for  I  would  no  longer  give  it  the  suing, 
soft,  unsuccessful  epithet  of  memorial.  Let  it  be  represent- 
ed in  language  that  will  neither  dishonor  you  by  its  rudeness, 
nor  betray  you  by  its  fears,  what  has  been  promised  by  Coit- 
gresi,  and  what  has  been  performed — bow  long  and  how 
patiently  you  have  suffered — how  little  you  have  asked,  and 
how  mvch  of  that  little  has  been  denied.  Tell  them,  that, 
though  you  were  the  first,  and  would  ^wish  to  be  tbe  last  te 
encounter  daegei,  thoutfa  despair  itself  can  never  drive  von 
41 
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into  dishonor,  it  maj  drive  yoa  from  the  6eld ;  that  th« 
wound  often  irritated,  and  never  liealed,  may  at  length  be- 
come  incarable  ;  and  that  the  ilighteit  mark  of  indignitj 
from  Confess  now,  must  operate  like  the  grave,  and  part 
jou  forever  ;  that  in  anj  political  event,  the  army  has  ita 
alternative.  If  peace,  that  nothing  shall  separate  you  from 
jour  mm  but  death  ;  if  war,  that,  conrting  the  auapicei, 
and  inviting  the  directions  of  your  illustrious  leader,  you 
will  retire  to  some  unsettled  country,  smile  in  your  turn,  and 
'mock  when  their  fearcometh.'  But  let  it  represent  also, 
that  should  ther  comply  with  the  request  of  yonr  late  eie- 
morial,  it  would  make  you  more  happy,  and  them  more  res- 
ttectable.  That  while  war  should  continue,  yon  would  fol- 
low their  standard  into  the  field,  and  when  it  came  to  an  end 
yon  would  withdraw  into  the  shade  of  private  life,  and  give 
the  world  another  subject  of  wonder  and  applause  ;  an  army 
nctorious  over  its  enemies — victorious  over  itself." 

Alarmed  and  distressed  with  this  vile  attempt  to  stimulate 
the  army  to  rash  and  dangerous  proceedings,  the  Commander 
in  Chief  noticed  in  general  orders  the  anonymous  address 
with  his  pointed  disapprobation,  and  with  the  view  of  coun- 
teracting its  efTecta,  requested  that  the  general  and  field 
officers,  and  one  fi  :>m  each  company,  and  a  proper  represent- 
ation from  the  staff  of  the  army,  would  assemble  on  the 
15th  instant,  to  hear  the  report  of  the  committee  deputed 
by  the  army  to  Congress.  The  next  day  a  second  anony- 
mous paper  from  the  sam*^  pen  appeared  as  follows.  *'  Till 
now,  the  Commaoder  in  Chief  has  regarded  the  steps  you 
have  taken  for  redress  with  good  wishes  alone  ;  his  ostensi- 
ble silence  has  authorized  your  meetings,  and  hia  private 
opinion  sanctioned  your  claims.  Had  he  disliked  the  object 
in  view,  would  not  the  same  sense  of  duty  which  forbade 
you  from  meeting  on  the  third  day  of  the  week,  have  forbid- 
den you  from  meeting  on  the  seventh  ?  Is  not  the  same 
subject  held  up  for  your  discussion  f  and  has  it  not  passed 
the  seal  of  office,  and  taken  all  the  solemnity  of  an  order  ? 
this  will  give  system  to  your  proceedings,  and  stability  to 
your  resolves.  It  will  ripen  speculation  into  fact,  and  while 
it  adds  to  the  unanimity,  it  cannot  possibly  lessen  the  inde- 
pendency of  your  sentiments.  It  may  be  necessary  to  add 
on  this  subject,  that,  from  the  injunction  with  which  the  gen- 
eral orders  close,  every  man  is  at  liberty  to  conclude  that 
the  report  to  be  made  to  head  quarters  it  intended  for  Con- 
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greis-  Hence  will  ariie  another  motive  for  that  energy 
which  has  been  recommended ;  for,  cao  jou  give  the  lie  to 
the  pathetic  descriptions,  and  the  more  alarming  predictiws 
of  our  friends."* 

Oa  the  \6ib  instant,  the  convention  of  officers  assembled^ 
and  General  Gates  presided.  The  Commander  in  Chief 
delivered  to  them  the  following  very  ioterestuig  and  feeling 
address. 

"Gehtlbmen, — By  an  anonymous  Bummons  an  attempt 

has  been  made  to  convene  you  together.     How  inconsistent 

with  the  rules  of  propriety,  how  unmtlitary,  and  how  sub- 

.  versive  of  all  order  and  discipline,  let  the  good  sense  of  the 

army  decide. 

*'  In  the  moment  of  this  summons,  another  anonymous  pro- 
duction was  sent  into  circulation,  addressed  more  to  the  leel- 
iugs  and  passions  than  to  the  judgment  of  the  army.  The 
author  of  the  piece  is  entitled  to  much  credit  for  the  good- 
ness of  his  pen;  and  1  could  wish  he  had  as  much  credit 
for  the  rectitude  of  his  heart  ;  for,  as  men  see  through  dif* 
ferent  optics,  and  are  induced  by  the  reflecting  faculties  of 
the  mind,  to  use  different  means  to  attain  the  same  end,  the 
author  of  the  address  should  have  had  more  charity  than  to 
*  mark  for  suspicion  the  man  who  should  recommend  mod- 
eration and  longer  forbearance ;'  or,  in  other  words,  who 
should  not  think  as  he  thiuks,  and  act  as  he  advises.  But  he 
had  another  plan  in  view,  in  which  candor  and  liberality  of 
sentiment,  regard  to  justice  and  love  of  country,  have  no 
part ;  and  he  was  right  to  insinuate  the  darkest  suspicion 

■  With  reqMCt  to  ths  uilhor  of  the  Newburgh  uionymoui  tsilen,  •mpicion  hu 
itTer  retted  en  John  Arnulrong,  vha  il  the  lime  of  thoir  appenrmnce  wu  *  Mijor 
in  the  vmy,  wwl  fer  KHiie  time  aid  de  amp  to  Majar  Gsnnil  Ouei.     Thougli 


■*D^  cireuoBCancei  canipircsd  lo  lii  Ihia  lu^icioD  on  Hijar  Atnutrong  u 
conlMErwei,  the  r»]  ftcl  hu  nerer  bcoD  otlibliihed  liLl  recanth'.  In  tiia  reiiew 
of  Judge  Jofaiwn'i  lift  o(  General  Orsen,  in  Itie  United  Statei  Hafuina.priatad 
in  Neit  York,  in  Janoary  1B23.  General  Amuiron|  hu  acnouneed  tunaelf  to  ba 

"  thnl  thej  Here  written  by  himaair  at  the  nlicitationi  of  hii  frieadi,  a*  Ibe  choHii 
wgu  lo  eipreaa  the  aenliDietitii  of  the  officers  of  the  army,  ud  were  only  an  AoB. 
ttl  and  Bun/y,  though  pcrhapi  an  iodiicrect  Fodeavor  lo  ntipon  public  ertdit  and 
do  justice  lo  a  long  lulTering,  patient,  aud  (nllant  aoldiery.  In  IhB  aame  publiea* 
tion.  General  Armetrong  bM  thought  proper  to  riah  bia  repatation  on  Uw  bolii  and 
imqualiAed  asflertioo,  that  the  ttawlff  propagated  and  believed  tor  half  a  cenlurj^ 
Ihal  (wo  dialinguiihed  oSicora  of  the  rairolution  hid  eonipired  to  put  down  the  Com- 
mindor  in  Chief,  ii  an  imtpudtnl  and  viti/alitlaod  from  brgvoMig  to  tni.  Tim 
young  reader  who  may  nol  be  apprised  of  the  elrcutnatancee  on  which  the  eridenc* 
of  thii  conspiracy  retn,  i»  r»ferted  to  the  biogrsphy  of  Oenertlt  Lm,  Oalet  and 
Conway,  in  the  Appendix. 
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10  effect  the  blackeit  design.  Tfairt  tke  addreti  wi»drawa 
wfth  great  art,  and  to  dea^ed  to  umer  the  most  ifuidioai 
nrposes  ;  thi^  it  it  caloolated  to  Unpren  Uke  mind  with  aa 
Idea  of  premeditated  iojuitice  io  the  sovere^  power  of  tbs 
United  States,  and  roate  all  thote  retentmeRU,  which  nnit 
cnaroidablf  Bow  from  neb  a^elief ;  that  the  Mcret  noter 
of  this  scheme,  whoever  he  may  be,  intanded  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  paisiom,  while  tbej  were  warmed  bj  the  recol- 
lection of  past  distresBBS,  without  giving  time  for  cool,  de- 
IHierative  thinking,  and  that  composure  of  mhid  which  is  bo 
OecesMr;  to  give  dignity  and  stability  to  measures,  it  re»- 
<tored  too  obvious,  bv  the  mode  of  condnctmg  tbe  bdtineie, 
to  need  other  proof  than  a  reference  to  the  proceedi^p. 

"  Thus  much,  gentlemen,  I  have  thought  it  incnmbmt  m 
Mie  to  observe  to  von  to  show  on  what  principlei  I  (^ipoted 
tte  irregular  and  nasty  meeUng  which  was  propoted  to  have 
been  held  oo  Tuesday  tatt,  and  not  because  I  wanted  a  di»> 
position  to  give  yon  every  oroortunity,  consistently  with  yoor 
own  honor,  and  the  dignity  of  the  army,  to  make  known  yonr 
grievances.  If  my  conduct  beretofore  has  not  evinced  to 
you,  that  I  have  been  a  faithful  friend  to  tbe  army,  my  de- 
claration of  it  at  ttuB  time  would  be  equally  unavailing  and 
improper.  Bat  as  I  was  amtmg  the  first  who  embarked  in 
the  caoie  of  our  common  country  ;  as  I  have  never  left  jour 
aide  one  moment,  bat  when  called  from  you  on  public  duty  ; 
as  1  have  been  tbe  constant  companion  and  witness  of  your 
distresses,  and  not  among  the  last  to  feel  and  acknowledge 
your  merits  ;  as  I  have  ever  considered  my  own  military 
reputation  as  inseparably  connected  with  that  of  the  army  ; 
at  my  heart  has  ever  expanded  with  joy  when  I  have  beard  its 
praises,  and  my  indignatiffli  has  arisen  when  the  mouth  of  de- 
traction has  beeo  opened  against  it ;  it  can  scarcely  be  suppos- 
ed at  this  last  stage  of  the  war,  that  I  am  indifferent  to  its  in- 
terests. But  bow  are  they  to  be  promoted  f  The  way  is 
plau),  says  the  anonymous  addresser  !  '  If  war  contuHiee,  re- 
move into  the  unsettled  country  ;  there  establish  yourselves, 
and  leave  an  ungrateful  country  to  defend  itself !'  But  vrtto 
are  they  to  defend .'  our  wives,  our  children,  our  farms  and 
other  property  which  we  leave  behind  us  }  or  in  lliis  state  of 
hostile  separation,  are  we  to  take  tbe  two  first,  the  latter  can- 
not be  removed,  to  perish  m  a  wilderness,  with  hunger,  cold 
and -nakedness  f 

«( If  peace  takes  place,  never  sheath  yonr  swords,'  says  he, 
'  till  yoa  have  obtained  full  and  ample  justice.'     Thu  dreadful 
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alternative  of  either  deserting  our  country  in  the  extremest  hour 
of  her  distress,  or  turning  our  arms  against  it,  which  is  the  . 
apparent  object,  unless  Congress  can  be  compelled  into  instant 
compliance,  has  somethbg  so  shocking  in  it,  that  humanity  re- 
vdts  at  the  idea.  My  God !  what  can  this  writer  have  in 
view,  by  recommending  such  measures  ?  Can  he  be  a  friend 
to  the  army  ?  Can  he  be  a  friend  to  his  country  ?  rather,  is 
he  not  an  insidious  foe ;  some  emissary,  perhaps,  from  New 
York,  plotting  the  ruin  of  both,  by  sowing  the  seeds  of  discord 
and  separation  between  the  civil  and  military  powers  of  the 
continent  ?  And  what  a  compliment  does  he  pay  our  under- 
standmgs,  when  he  recommends  measures,  in  either  alternative, 
imprac^cable  in  their  nature  ?  But  here,  gentlemen,  I  will 
drop  the  curtain,  because  it  would  be  as  imprudent  in  me  to 
assign  my  reasons  for  this  opmion,  as  it  would  be  insulting  to 
your  conception  to  suppose  you  stood  in  need  of  them.  A  mo- 
ment's reflection  will  convince  every  dispassionate  mind  of  the 
physical  impossibility  of  carrying  either  proposal  into  execution. 
Tliere  might,  gentlemen,  be  an  impropriety  in  my  taking  notice, 
in  this  address  to  you,  of  an  anonymous  production  ;  but  the 
manner  in  which  this  performance  has  been  introduced  to  the 
army  ;  the  effect  it  was  intended  to  have,  together  with  some 
other  circumstances,  will  amply  justify  my  observations  on  the 
tendency  of  this  writing. 

"  With  respect  to  the  advice  given  by  the  author,  to  suspect 
the  man  who  shall  recommend  moderate  measures  and  longer 
forbearance,  I  spurn  it,  as  every  man  who  regards  that  liberty 
and  reveres  that  justice  for  which  we  contend,  undoubtedly 
must ;  for  if  men  are  to  be  precluded  from  offering  their  senti- 
ments on  a  matter  which  may  involve  the  most  serious  and 
alarming  consequences  that  can  invite  the  consideration  of  man- 
kind, reason  is  of  no  use  to  us.  The  freedom  of  speech  may  be 
taken  away,  and  dumb  and  silent,  we  may  be  led,  like  sheep  to 
the  slaughter.  I  cannot  in  justice  to  my  own  belief,  and  what 
I  have  great  reason  to  conceive  is  the  intention  of  Congress, 
conclude  this  address,  without  giving  it  as  my  decided  opinion, 
that  that  honorable  body  entertain  exalted  sentiments  of  the 
services  of  the  army,  and  from  a  full  conviction  of  its  merits 
and  sufferbigs,  will  do  it  complete  justice.  That  their  endeav- 
ors to  discover  and  establish  funds  for  this  purpose  have  he&k 
unwearied,  and  will  not  cease  till  they  have  succeeded,  I  have 
not  a  doubt. 

"  But  like  all  other  large  bodies,  where  there  is  a,  variety 
of  different  interests  to  reconcile,  their  determinations  are  slow. 


\ 
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Wlrjr,  then,  Aoali  m  distrut  them  ?  and  in  eoaeqamoe  of  Uiia 
diitnut,  adc^t  meamres  wbicfa  may  cait  a  ibade  over  that  ^017 
iriiich  luf  been  m  jiutlr  acquired,  and  tanirii  the  rqtntaUoo  m 
as  ani^  Trfaidi  it  celebrated  tbroogb  all  Esrope  for  ita  forti- 
tude and  patriotism  ?  And  for  what  is  Uus  done  ?  to  bring  the 
etyect  we  mek  nearer  *  No,  most  certainlf  m  my  Miiniao,  it 
will  cast  it  at  a  greater  distance.  For  myself,  and  1  take  no 
merit  in  givii^  the  aMurance,  being  induced  to  it  from  princi- 
ides  of  gratitude,  veracity,  and  hwtice,  and  a  grateful  aeon  t^ 
the  conraence  tou  bare  ever  {daced  in  me,  a  recoUection  of 
the  cheerful  aMUtanoe  and  prompt  obedience  I  have  experienced 
from  ymi,  under  every  vicisutade  at  fortune,  and  the  siocere 
■fection  I  fed  for  an  army  t  have  so  lo^  bad  the  botor  to 
eomniand,  wUl  Migs  me  to  declare  in  this  public  and  solenm 
manner,  that  in  the  attammeat  of  complete  niatice  for  all  your 
Uah  and  dangers,  and  in  the  gratificwoo  of  every  wish  u  far 
as  may  be  done  consistently  with  the  max  duty  I  owe  my 
countiy,  and  those  powers  we  are  bound  to  reqiect,  you  may 
fteely  command  my  services  to  the  utmost  extat  of  my  abilr- 
tiea. 

"  While  I  give  you  these  assurances,  and  pledge  myself  in 
the  most  unequivocal  manner,  to  exert  ivhatever  abilities  I 
am  possessed  of  in  your  favor,  let  me  entreat  you,  gentlemen, 
on  your  part,  not  to  take  any  measares,  which  viewed  in  the 
calm  light  of  reason,  will  lessen  the  dignity,  and  sully  the 
glory  you  have  hitherto  maiotaioed.  Let  me  request  you 
to  rely  on  the  plighted  faith  of  your  country,  and  place  a  full 
confidence  in  the  purity  of  the  intentions  of  Congress;  that, 
previous  to  your  cfissoluti<m  as  an  army,  they  will  cause  all 
your  accounts  to  he  fairly  liquidated  as  directed  in  the  reso- 
lutions which  were  published  to  you  two  days  ago  ;  and  that 
they  will  adopt  the  most  efiectual  measures  in  their  power 
to  render  ample  justice  to  you  for  your  faithful  and  meritori- 
ous services.  And  let  me  conjure  you  in  the  name  of  our 
common  country,  as  you  value  your  own  sacred  honor  ;  as 
you  respect  the  rights  of  humanity  ;  and  as  you  regard  the 
military  and  natitmal  character  of  America  ;  to  express  your 
utmost  horror  and  detestation  of  the  man,  who  wishes,  under 
any  specious  pretences,  to  overturn  the  liberties  of  our  coun- 
try ;  and  who  wickedly  attempts  to  open  the  flood  gates  of 
civil  discord,  and  deluge  our  rising  empire  in  blood. 

"  By  thus  determining,  and  thus  acting,  you  will  pursue 
tbo  plain  and  direct  road  te  the  attainment  of  your  wishes ; 
you  will  defeat  the  insidious  designs  of  our  enemies,  who  are 
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compelled  to  resort  from  open  force  to  secret  artifice.  Yoa 
will  give  one  more  distinguished  proof  of  unexampled  patriot- 
ism and  patient  virtue,  rising  superior  to  the  pressure  of  the 
most  complicated  sufferings  ;  and  you  will,  by  the  dignity  of 
your  conduct,  afford  occasion  for  posterity  to  say,  when  speak- 
11^  of  the  glorious  example  you  have  exhibited  to  mankind — 
had  this  day  been  wanting,  the  world  had  never  seen  the  last 
stage  of  perfection  to  which  human  nature  is  capable  of  at- 
taining." 

Having  finished  his  incomparable  and  very  efficacious  ad- 
dress, his  Excellency  withdrew  and  the  convention  unani- 
mously resolved  to  present  him  their  thanks,  and  that  he  be 
assured  ^^  that  the  officers  reciprocate  his  affectionate  ex- 
pressions with  the  greatest  sincerity  of  which  the  human 
heart  is  capable."  After^  which,  General  Knox,  Colonel 
Brooks,  and  Captain  Howard  were  appointed  a  committee 
to  prepare  resolutions  expressive  of  the  business  of  the  con- 
vention, and  to  report  in  half  an  hour.  They  reported,  and 
the  convention  ^^  Resolved  unanimously,  thstt,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  war,  the  officers  of  the  American 
army  engaged  in  the  service  of  their  country  from  the  purest 
love  and  attachment  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  human 
nature  ;  which  motives  still  exist  in  the  highest  degree  ;  and 
that  no  circumstance  of  distress  or  danger  shall  induce  a  con- 
duct that  may  tend  to  sully  the  reputation  and  glory  which 
they  have  acquired,  at  the  price  of  their  blood  and  eight 
years'  faithful  services. 

''  Resolved  unanimously,  that  the  army  continue  to  have 
an  unshaken  confidence  in  the  justice  of  Congress  and  their 
country,  and  are  fully  convinced  that  the  representatives  of 
America  will  not  disband  or  disperse  the  army  till  their  ac- 
counts are  liquidated,  the  balances  accurately  ascertained, 
and  adequate  funds  established  for  payment  ;  and  in  this  ar- 
rangement, the  officers  expect  that  the  half  pay,  or  a  com- 
mutation for  it,  should  be  efficaciously  comprehended. 

^^  Resolved  unanimously, '  that  his  Excellency  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  be  requested  to  write  to  his  Excellency  the 
President  of  Congress,  earnestly  entreating  the  most  speedy 
decision  of  that  honorable  body  on  the  subject  of  our  late  ad- 
dress, which  was  forwarded  by  a  committee  of  the  army, 
some  of  whom  are  waiting  on  Congress  for  the  result.  In 
the  alternative  of  peace  or  war,  this  event  would  be  highly 
satisfactory,  and  would  produce  immediate  tranquillity  in  the 
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ninds  of  the  trmy,  and  prevent  any  further  mochinatioi)*  of 
designing  meo,  to  sow  diicord  between  the  civil  bjkI  military 
powers  of  the  United  Statei^ 

"  On  motion,  resolved  unanimously,  that  the  officers  of 
the  American  army  view  with  abhorrence,  and  reject  with 
disdain,  the  infamona  propositions  eoDtaioed  in  a  late  anony- 
mous address  to  the  officer*  of  the  army,  and  resent  with  in- 
dignation the  secret  attempts  of  some  unknown  persons  to 
collect  the  officers  tt^ether,  in  a  manner  totally  subversive 

-  of  all  discipline  and  good  order. 

*'  Resolved  unanimously,  that  the  thanks  of  the  officera  of 
the  army  be  given  to  the  committee  who  presented  to  Con- 
gress the  late  address  of  the  army,  for  the  wisdom  and  pru- 
dence with  which  (hey  have  conducted  that  business ;  and 

-  that  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  this  day  be  traaimitted  by 
the  president  to  Major  General  McDougall ;  and  that  he  be 
requested  to  continue  his  solicitations  at  Congress,  till  the 
ebjects  of  his  mission  are  accomplished." 

The  result  of  the  foregoing  proceeding*  was,  by  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  transmitted  to  CoDgresa,  accompanied  by 
an  impressive  letter,  of  uhich  the  following  is  an  extract, 
"  That  in  the  critical  and  perilous  moment  when  the  last 
mentioned  communication  was  made,  there  was  the  utmost 
danger  that  a  dissolution  of  the  army  would  have  taken  place, 
unless  measures  similar  to  those  recommended  had  been 
adopted,  will  not  admit  of  adoubt.  That  the  adoptionof  the 
resolution  granting  half  pay  for  life  has  been  attended  with 
all  the  happy  consequences  I  had  foretold,  so  far  as  respect- 
ed the  good  of  the  service,  let  the  astonishing  contrast  be- 
tween the  slate  of  the  army  at  this  instant,  and  at  the  for- 
mer period  detetmine, 

"  .\nd  that  the  establishment  of  funds,  and  security  of  the 
payment  of  all  the  just  demands  of  the  array  will  be  the  most 
certain  moans  of  preserving  the  national  faith  and  future  tran- 

auillity  of  this  extensive  continent,  is  my  decided  opinion.  By 
le  preceding  remarks,  it  will  readily  be  imagined,  that  instead 
of  retracting  and  reprehending,  from  further  experience  and 
reflection,  the  mode  of  compensation  so  strenuously  urged  in 
ibe  enclosures,  I  am  more  and  more  confirmed  in  the  sentiment, 
and  if  in  the  wrong,  suffer  me  to  please  myself  with  the  grate- 
ful delusion.  For  if,  besides  the  simple  payment  of  their 
wages,  a  further  compensation  is  not  due  to  the  sufferings  and 
sacrifices  of  the  officers,  then  have  I  been  mistake  indeed.  If 
the  whole  army  have  not  merited  whatever  a  grateful  people 


can  beitow,  th^-ha^e  I  beoi  bf^ilad  Iqr.  pr^jt^ic«t,iod  bul^ 
o^im  ontbe  basis  of  erroq.  If  this  couotr;  sliWld  uot  in.tiip 
event  [wrform  weiy  tiung  which  has  beeo  requested  ip  the  late 
Qteinortals  to  Coogrese,  then  will  mj  belief  become  vain,  aod 
the  hope  that  has  been  escited  voi4  of  foupdation.  And  if,  u 
has  been  sUKeated  for  the  purpoee  of  inflaming  their  paesioB^, 
the  officers  ^tjie  arngr  are  to  be  the  wly  sufferers  by  this  rey- 
qlution,  if,  r^Unog  Srom  the  field,  the;  are  to  grow  oU  in  po^- 
crtj,  n^etchedness,  and  contempt ;  if  they  are  to  wade  through 
the  vile  mire  of  dependency,  and  owe  the  laiserahle  remnant  of 
that,  life  to  charity,  which  ws  hkherto  been  spent  iq  honw,  thep 
flhati  I  hav«  leanied  what  ingratitude  is,  thra  shall  I  have  real- 
ized a  tale  which  will  embittec  every  motqent  of  my  tutitrp 
life.  But,  I  am  under  no  such  apprehoisions  ;  a  country  rescued 
by  thfir  arms  from  JmjpeBdjng  ruip,  will  never  leave  unpiMd 
Ihp  debt  of  gratitude.  G.  WAsuiHaTon, 

March  i^.-^ai)gft»at  length  came  to  tite  following  ret- 

slntiom ;— :- 

"  Whereas  the  offipsrs  of  the  several  lines  un^Ier  the  imn^ 
diate  command  of  his  Excellency  Geueral  Wa^uigton,  did  Iqr 
their  late  oKmorial  tr^psniitted,  represent  to  Congress,  that  the 
half  pav  graftted  by  sundry  resolutions  was  regarded  io  an  qb- 
favorable  light  by  the  citi^ns  of  some  of  the  ^ates,  who  v^oulid 
l^r^r  a  coqipeoiiatiDii  {or  a  limited  term  of  years,  or  bf  a  sum 
m  CToas,  to  an  establishm^  for  life  ;  and  dii),  on  this  account) 
solicit  a  comnuitatioa  of  their  half  pay  for  au  equivalent,  in  (mp 
ef  the  mod^  abovementiooed,  m  order  to  remove  all  subjects 
of  dissatisfactira  from  the  minds  of  their  fellow  citizens  :  And 
vfaereas  Congress  are  desirous,  as  well  of  gratifying  the  reason- 
able expectations  of  the  officers  of  the  army,  as  of  removmg  all 
objections  which  ms^  exist  in  any  part  of  the  United  States  to 
the  principles  of  the  half  pay  eatabrishment,  for  which  the  faith 
of  tne  United  States  has  been  pledged  ;  persuaded  that  these 
objections  can  only  arise  from  the  nature  of  the  compensatioi), 
Bot  from  any  indi^Keition  to  compensate  those  whose  services, 
sacrifices,  and  sufferings,  have  so  justly  a  title  to  the  approbatioD 
and  rewards  of  their  country  ; 

"  Therefore  resolved,  that  such  officers  as  are  now  in  set- 
rice,  and  shall  continue  therein  to  the  end  of  the  war  shall  be 
snUtled  to  receive  the  amount  of  five  years'  tM  pay  in  money, 
or  securities  on  mterest  at  six  per  cent-  per  annum,  as  Cougreis 
■hall  find  most  convenient,  intead  of  the  half  pay  promised  for 
Jife,  by  the  resolutiitt  of  the  31st  day  of  9«toh«r,  1780,  ^ 
43 
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nid  Hcnritiei  to  be  nieh,  u  diaD  be  nven  to  the  cnditoni  of 
tbe  United  State*.  Provided  that  it  be  at  the  cation  of  the 
linei  of  the  respective  states,  to  accept  or  refose  the  same. 
And  provided  also,  that  Ibeir  election  ahall  be  signified  to  Coo- 
ness,  through  the  ComiWBnder  in  Chief,  from  tbe  lines  onder 
ui  immediate  command  within  two  months  ;  and  thronrii  the 
'cemmandii^  officer  of  the  southern  army,  from  those  un&r  bis 
command,  within  six  mmths,  from  tbe  date  of  this  resolutioo. 

**  Ttiat  the  same  computation  sha])  extend  to  the  corps  not 
belonging  to  the  lines  of  particular  states,  and  who  are  entitled 
to  half  pay  for  life  as  aforesaid  ;  the  acceptaDce  or  refusal  to 
be  detemuoed  by  corps,  and  to  be  signified  in  tbe  manner,  and 
within  the  same  time  as  abovementioued. 

"That  all  officers  belonging  to  tbe  hospital  department,  who 
'are  entitled  to  half  pay  by  the  resolution  of  tbe  17th  day  of 
January,  1761,  may  collectively  agree  to  accept,  or  refura  tbe 
aforesaid  commutation,  signifying  the  same  through  the  Com- 
'mander  in  Chief,  within  lix  months  from  tbis  time. 

'*  That  such  officers  as  have  retired  at  different  periods,  en- 
titled to  half  pay  for  life,  may  collectively  in  each  state,  in 
which  they  are  inhabitants,  accept  or  refuse  the  same  ;  their 
acceptation  or  refusal  to  be  signified  by  agents,  authorized  for 
this  purpose,  within  six  monlbfl  from  this  period.  That  with 
respect  to  such  retiriog  officers,  the  commutation,  if  accepted 
by  them,  shall  be  in  lieu  of  whatever  may  be  now  due  to  them, 
Buice  the  time  of  their  retiring  from  service,  as  well  as  of  nhat 
might  hereafter  become  due,  and  that  as  soon  as  their  accept- 
ance shall  be  signified,  tbe  superintendent  of  finance  be,  and  ne 
is  hereby,  directed  to  take  measures  for  the  settlement  of  their 
accounts  accordingly,  and  to  issue  to  tbeni^ certificates  bearing 
interest  at  six  per  cent. 

"  That  all  officers  entitled  to  half  pay  for  life,  not  in- 
cluded in  the  preceding  resolution,  may  also  collectively 
agree  to  accept  or  refuse  the  aforesaid  commutation,  signi- 
fying the  same  within  six  months  from  this  time." 

.^^7  16th. — The  Commander  in  Chief  thus  addressed  the 
army  on  the  cessation  of  hostilities  : 

"  The  Commander  in  Chief  orders  the  cessation  of  bosti- 
litiea,  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  King 
of  Great  Britain,  to  be  publicly  proclaimed  tomorrow  at 
twelve  o'clock,  at  tbe  New  Building  ;  and  that  the  procla- 
mation which  will  be  communicated  herewith,  be  read  to- 
morrow evening,  at  tbe  head  of  every  regiment  and  corps 
of  the  army  ;  after  which,  tbe  chaplains,  with  the  several 
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-brigadOft,  will  render  tbanka  to  Almightjr  6od  forall  fate  mer- 
cies, particularly  for  his  overruling  the  wrath  of  man  to  hfs 
own  glory,  and  cauiing  the  raj^  of  war  to  cease  among 
the  nations." 

Though  the  proclamation  before  alluded  to,  extends  onlj 
to  the  prohibition  of  hostilities,  and  not  to  the  annunciatitm 
of  a  general  peace,  yet  it  must  afford  (he  most  rational  and 
eincere  satisfaction  to  every  benevolent  mind,  as  it  puts  a 
period  to  a  long  and  doubtful  contest — stops  the  effusion  sf 

.human  bJood^-opens  the  prospect  to  a  more  splendid  scene 
— and,  like  another  morning  star,  promises  the  approach  of  a 
brighter  day  than  has  hitherto  illumioated  this  western  bemii- 
phere  !  On  such  a  happy  day — a  day  which  is  the  harbing«r 
of  peace — a  day  which  completes  the  eighth  year  of  the  war, 
it  would  be  ingratitude  not  to  rejoice  ;  it  would  be  insensibi- 
lity not  to  participate  in  the  genera)  felicity. 

"  The  Commander  ia  Chief,  far  from  endeavouring  to 
stifle  the  feelings  of  joy  in  his  own  bosom,  offers  his  moat 
cordial  congratulations  on  the  occasion,  to  all  the  officers  of 
every  denomination — to  all  the  troops  of  the  United  States 
in  general,  and  in  particular  to  those  gallant  and  perseverii^ 
men  who  had  resolved  to  defend  the  rights  of  their  invaded 
country  so  long  as  the  war  should  coulinue  ;  for  these  are 
the  men  who  ought  to  be  considered  as  the  pride  and  boast 
of  the  American  army,  and  who,  crowned  with  well  earned 
laurels,  may  soon  withdraw  from  the  field  of  glory,  to  the 
more  tranquil  walks  of  civil  life. 

"  While  the  general  recollects  the  almost  infinite  variety 
of  scenes  through  which  we  have  passed  with  a  mixture  of 
pleasure,  astonishment,  and  gratitude — while  he  contem- 
plates the  prospects  before  us  with  rapture, — he  cannot  help 
wishing  that  all  the  brave  men,  of  whatever  condition  they 
may  be,  who  have  shared  in  the  toils  and  dangers  of  effecting 
this  glorious  revolution,  of  rescuing  millions  from  the  hand 
of  oppression,  and  of  laying  the  foundation  of  a  great  empire, 
might  be  impressed  with  a  proper  idea  of  the  dignified  part 
they  have  been  called  to  act,  under  the  smiles  of  Providence, 
on  the  stage  of  human  affairs  ;  for  happy,  thrice  happy,  shall 
they  be  pronounced  hereafter,  who  have  contributed  any 
thing,  who  have  performed  the  meanest  office  in  erecting  this 
stupendous  fabric  of  Freedom  and  Empirey  on  thebroad  oasis 
of  independency  ;  who  have  assisted  in  protecting  the  rights 
of  human  nature,  and  establishing  an  asylum  for  the  poor  and 
oppressed  of  all  nations  and  religions. 


•(  'The  glorious  tftik  for  whicli  we  firit  flew  to  ViUfi,  'beiri|> 
Htus  secompliahed, — the  liberties  of  our  coontiy  beiiv  ful^ 
keknowledged  mhI  finnly  lecuretl,  by  the  sgiilei  of  HeBrM 
^n  the  purity  of  our  cause,  and  the  hoaeit  exerttoni  of  a  fee> 
ile  people,  determined  to  be  free,  againat  a  powerful  wktion 
diipoaed  to  oppress  them  ;  and  the  character  of  those  wbb 
1i<Ve  penevered  through  every  estremily  of  hardship,  euf- 
Terh^,  and  dan^r,  being  immortalized  by  the  illustrioaaSp- 
pellation  of  the  Patriot  •9rmy, — nothing  now  remains  bot  fdr 
the  actors  of  this  migfaty  scene  to  preserve  a  perfect,  untfary- 
Ing  coDsisteney  of  character  through  the  very  last  aet ;  to 
'close  the  drama  with  applause;  and  to  retire  from  the  milif  ai^ 
flieatre  with  the  same  approbation  of  angels  and  men,  'trlacb 
-liave  crowned  all  their  lormer  virtnous  actions. 

'*  For  this  purpose,  no  disorder  or  licentiouaneas  nnat  be 
tolerated  ;  eveiy  considerate  and  well  disposed  soMier  mast 
'remember  it  will  be  absolntely  necessary  to  wait  with  pa- 
'Uence,  till  peace  shall  be  declared,  or  Congress  shall  be  en- 
hbled  to  take  proper  measures  for  the  security  of  the  poblte 
•tores,  &c.  so  soon  as  these  arrangements  shall  he  made, 
the  general  is  confident  there  will  be  no  delay  in  discharging 
with  every  mark  of  distinction  and  honor,  all  the  men  entisteid 
for  the  war,  who  will  then  have  faithfully  performed  their 
engagements  with  the  public.  The  genera)  has  already  In- 
terested himself  in  their  behalf ;  and  he  thinks  he  need  not 
repeat  the  assurances  of  his  disposition  to  be  useful  to  theat 
on  the  present,  and  every  other  proper  occasion.  In  the 
mean  time,  he  is  determined,  that  no  military  neglects  or 
excesses  shall  go  unpunished,  while  he  retains  the  command 
of  the  army. 

"  The  adjutant  general  will  have  such  workup  parties 
•  detailed  to  assist  in  making  the  preparation  for  a  general  re- 
joicing as  the  chief  engineer,  with  the  army,  shall  call  for  ; 
and  the  quarter  master  general  will  also  furnish  such  mate- 
rials as  he  may  want.  The  quarter  master  general  will, 
'without  delay,  procure  such  a  number  of  discharges  to  be 
printed  as  will  be  sufficient  for  all  the  men  enlisted  for  the 
'  war  ;  he  will  please  to  apply  to  head  quarters  for  the  form. 
"  An  extra  ration  of  liquor  to  be  issued  to  every  man  to- 
fftorroiD,  to  drink  perpetual  peace,  independence  and  luippinets 
to  the  United  States  of  Jlmerica." 

The  officers  of  the  army,  by  their  committee,  prepared 
the  following  address  to  the  Commander  in  Chief; 
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^'^fite^^^tis  dffficitltToriis  to  expren'the  regret  we  feel 

at  being  obliged  again  to  solicit  your  Excellency's  attention 
andrpatronage.  Next  to  the  anguish  ^hich  the  prospect  of 
our  own  wretchedness  excites  in  our  breasts,  b  the  pam 
which  arises  from  the  knowledge  of  your  amciety  on  accouiit 
of  those  men  who  have  been  the  sharers  of  your  fortunes , 
and  have  had  the  honor  of  being  your  companions  through  the 
various  vicissitudes  of  the  war.  Nothing  therefore,  bdt 
necessity,  could  induce  us  toauch  a  representation  which 
we  know  must  give  you  concern. 

^^Your  Excellency  has  so  intimate  a  knowledge  of  the 
condition  of  the  army,  as  to  render  a  particular  delineation 
imnecessary.  As  you  have  been  a  witless  of  our  sufferings 
during  a  war  uncommon  in  its  nature,  and  unparalleled  in  many 
circumstances  attending  it ;  so  you  are  now,  Sir,  no  less^a 
witness  of  the  unequal  burden  which  has  fallen  on  us,  froti 
the  want  of. that  provision,  to  which,  from  our  assiduous  asid 
unremitting  services,  we  conceive  we  are  entitled.  Having 
recently  expressed  o«r  sense  of  what  was  due  teour  distress; 
having  repeated  to  your  Excellency  the  confidence  we  had, 
that  our  accounts  would  be  liquidated,  the  balances  ascer- 
tained, and  adequate  funds  provided  for  payment,  previous 
to  cur  being  dispersed  or  di^anded  ;  -having  seen  with  plea- 
sure, the  approbation  which  Congress  gaveoar  reliance,  it  is 
with  a  mixture  of  astonisbment  and  '  chagrin  that  we  view 
tiieJate  resolve  of  Congress,  ■  by  which  the  soldiers  for  the 
war,  and  a  proportionate  number  of  officers,  are  to  be  fur- 
loughed  without  any  one  of  those  important  cbjects  being  ac» 
complished  ;  and,  to  complete  the  scene  of  woe,  are  to  bs^ 
compelled  to  leave  the  army  without  the  means  of  defrayis|; 
the  debts  we  have  necessarily  incurred  in  the  course  of  ser^ 
vice,  or  even  of  gratifying  those  flsenials  in  the  pittance  which 
is  their  due  ;  much  less  to  carry  with  us  that  support  tod 
comfort  to  our  families,  of  which,  from  our  long  military  ler- 
vices  they  have  been  deprived.  No  less  exposed  to  the  in- 
sults of  thC'  tneanest  foHowers  of  the  army,  than  to  the  arrest 
of  the  sheriff-Hleprived  of  t4he'abifity  to  assist  our  families^ 
and  without  an  evidernce  that  amy^  thing  is  <lue  to  us  for  our 
services,  and-  consequently  without  the  least  prospect  of  ob- 
taining credit  for  even  a  temporary  subsistence,  till  we  can 
get  into  business, — to  what  quarter  can  we  look  ?  We  take 
the  liberty  to  say  this.  Sir,  only  to  your  Excellency  ;  and> 
from  the  smcerity  of  our  hearts,  "we  do  it  no  less  from  a  per-^ 
suasion  of  the  efficacy  of  your  ferther  efforts  inourfavor^ 


;tban  from  the  kind  atsnraiiceB  jaa  ime  bMn  pleued  to  giTe 

*.iu  <^our  Bupport' 
'  '^  To  your  £zce]leDCT,  then,  we  make  oar  appeal,  and  in  the 
moGt  solemn  manner,  from  tliat  abh(HTeoce  of  oppreaaion  and 
rfayuKtice  which  firat  unabeatbed  onr  awordi ;  from  the  remeiK- 
brance  of  the  comnun  dai^era  throagh  which  we  have  paaibd  ; 
ind  from  the  recoUectioo  of  thoae  satooiahipg  eventi,  which 
have  been  effected  by  our  united  efforts,— permit  us  to  aolicit 

.nwr  further  aid,  and  to  entreat  that  the  order  of  the  Sd  intant, 
founded  on  the  act  of  Coi^;resB  of  the  26th  of  May  last,  ma?  be 

•litnieDded  or  varied  in  its  operation,  so  far  as  that  no  officer  or 
loldier  be  obliged  to  receive  a  furlong  till  that  honorable  bocff 
can  be  apprized  of  the  wretched  utiiatioa  into  which  the  annj' 

'  mnat  be  pimped  by  a  conformity  to  it ;  that  your  ExcelleDcnr 

^  will  endeavor  to  prevail  on  Conireai, — nay,  tluit  on  the  princi- 
plM  of  ccKumon  justice,  you  wUI  inrist  that  neither  officer  nor 
■(ridier  be  compelled  to  leave  the  field  till  a  liquidation  of  ae- 
fsoonta  can  be  effected,  till  the  balances  are  ascertained,  certifi- 
cates for  the  sums  due,  given,  including  the  commutation  ctf 
lialf  pay  to  the  officers  and  gratuity  of  eighty  doUare  to  the 
■oldiers ;  and  till  a  supply  of  money  can  be  furnished,  sufficient 
to  carry  us  from  the  6eld  of  glory,  with  honor  to  ourselves  and 
credit  to  our  country.  We  still  wish  to  believe,  that  that 
country,  to  which  we  have  been  so  Img  devoted,  will  never  look 
with  indifference,  on  the  dislresaee  of  those  of  her  sons,  who 
have  so  essentially  contributed  to  the  eetabliiihment  of  freedom, 
the  security  of  property;  and  the  rearing  of  an  empu%. 

t  "  In  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  generals  and  officers  com- 
nanding  r^^imeats  and  corps,  in  the  cantonment  on  Hudson's 
■river, 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect, 

Vour  Exceilracy's  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  Heath,  Major  G«iera],  Prtndettt. 
MySlh,  1783." 

To  the  foregoing  address  General  Washington  was  pleased  to 
make  an  affectionate  reply,  in  which  among  other  things  he  ob- 
serves, that  as  furloughs  m  all  services  are  considered  as  a  mat- 
ter of  indulgence  and  not  of  compulsion, — as  ConeresB,  he  is 
persnaded,  entertain  the  best  disposition  towards  tne  army — 
and  as  he  apprehends  in  a  short  time  the  two  principal  articles 
1^  complaint  will  be  removed — he  will  not  hesitate  to  comply 
with  the  wishes  of  the  army  with  respect  to  furloughs,  &c. 
He  caviot  but  hope,  he  (diserres,  that  the  notea  will  soon  ar- 
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rive  and  dut  the  KtUement  of  accotmtc  may  be  completed  in 

a  very  tew  days.  In  the  mean  time  he  ehall  have  the  honor  of 
laying  the  sratiments  of  the  generalB  and  o£Bcers  before  Cco- 
gresfi  ;  they  are  expressed  in  so  decent,  candid  and  affecting  ft 
manner,  that  he  is  certain  every  mark  of  attention  wilt  be  paid 
to  them.  In  hie  letter  to  the  President  of  Congress  encloeiiq^ 
the  address  of  the  officers,  and  his  answer,  his  Excellency  ob- 
serves, "  These  ^closures  will  explain  the  distresses  which 
resulted  from  the  measures  now  carrymg  into  execution,  in  ciH»- 
sequence  of  the  resolution  of  the  36tb  of  May  ;  but  the  sensibil- 
ity, occasioned,  by  a  parting  scene,  under  such  peculiar  c ire um^ 
stances,  wiil  not  admit  of  description  !  While  I  consider  it  a 
tribute  of  justice,  on  this  occasion  to  mention  the  temperate 
and  orderly  behaviour  of  the  whole  army,  and  particularly  the 
accommodating  spirit  of  the  officers  in  arranging  themselves  to 
the  command  of  the  battalions,  which  will  be  composed  of  the 
three  years'  men  ;  permit  me  to  recall  to  mind,  all  their  for- 
mer sufferings  and  merits,  and  to  recommend  their  reasonable 
request,  to  the  early  and  favorable  notice  of  Congress." 

I9lh. — On  the  completion  of  eight  years,  from  the  memora- 
ble battle  of  Lexington,  the  proclamation  of  the  Congress  for  a 
cessation  of  hostilities,  was  published  at  the  door  of  the  public, 
building,  followed  by  three  huzzas,  afler  which,  a  prayer  was 
offered  to  the  Almighty  Ruler  of  the  world,  by  the  Reverend 
Mr.  Ganno,  and  an  anthem  was  performed,  by  voices  and  in- 
struments. 

On  the  39th  of  June,  about  eighty  new  levy  soldiers  of  tbe 
Penosylvania  line,  who  bad  been  stationed  at  Lancaster,  in  d^ 
fiance  of  their  officers,  marched  to  Philadelphia,  to  seek  a  re- 
dress of  their  supposed  grievances,  from  the  executive  councU 
of  the  state.  They  proceeded  to  the  barracks  m  the  city, 
where  were  quartered  some  other  soldiers,  who  joined  them, 
amountmg  to  about  three  hundred  in  the  whole.  The  day  fol- 
lowii^,  these  insurgent  troops,  with  fixed  bayonets,  and  drums 
beating,  marched  to  the  state  house,  the  seat  of  Congress,  and 
of  the  supreme  executive  council  of  Pennsylvania.  They  placed 
sentinels  at  every  door,  sent  in  a  written  message  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  council,  and  threatened  to  let  loose  an  enraged  soldiery 
on  them,  if  they  were  not  gratified  as  to  their  demands  within 
twenty  minutes.  Though  no  other  insult  was  ofiered  to  Con- 
gress, this  duresse  continued  about  three  hours. 

Congress  resolved  that  the  authority  of  the  United  State* 
had  been  grossly  insulted  by  the  armed  soldiers — that  their 
committee  confer  with  tbe  executive  council,  and  that  in  case 
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Jt  ahoold  wggtMM  to  the  coBWittae,  Uut  Uwie  iftoo  n^itfustaqr 
ftHind  for  ezjieetinc  adequate  exeitkni,  br  tbe  lUt^  of  f ego: 

Slruua  for  supportug  toe  dwut;  of  the  ledenl  gQv»ni|nait» 
e  Prcudeot  oa  tbe  aovice  of  tiw  cumnUtee,  dunJd  wataBan 
tbe  nenben  of  CoograM,  ta  maeL  m  Tbunditf  dw  Sfldi  at 
Ireitttn  or  Frioqelon,  and  that  tbe  KctstaiT  at  war>  dunw 
commiinicato  to  the  CoaunandeT  in  Chief,,  the  itate  and  diqto* 
ritienof  the nmtineerB,  Uiat  be  atif;!^ take imotediate  pnaniref 
lor  sivpresniig  theoi.  Coogieaft  uoir.  found,  it  expedient  to 
PBpmte  and  veaMemble  at  rriwetm.  Tbe  CoBimander  ni 
Chiel^  OD  receiniu  infiwnudion  of  thia  ihaDiefiil  oatraoe,  Jin: 
■tantljc  detached  fiuiaon  hnodred.  ma,  aider  command  of  Hiyoc 
Geneial  Howe,  to  quell  the.  matin  and  puni^  tbe  moat  fpurai 
Beiore  Ui  arriTal,  boverer,  th^  had  disperied  without  lioffix 
•bed.  A  nombra  were  broii|^  to  trial,  and  two  ■eateoceA  to 
■■der  death»  and  four  othera  to  leceiTe  oorporeal  punudiroent. 
The  Gonmander  in  Chiel^  oo  tUa  occasian,  addresnd  the  Frea* 
ident  of  Conneas,  in  the  feelias  laiigua{e  which  tdliian.-rr 
"  While  I  Kuer  tbe  moat  p"gp^T*  ^rtress  in  obEernng  that  « 
handful  of  men,  eootenqiUble  m  numbeta,  «Qd  eqvallj  to  in 
point  of  service,  if  the  veteran  troopt  from  the  sonthward  have 
not  been  seduceid  liy  their  example,  and  who  are  aot  Korthy  to 
be  called  soidiers,  should  disgrace  themaelves  and  their  couuttjr, 
as  the  Pennaylvania  mutineers  have  done,  bv  insulting  the  sove- 
ragn  authority  of  the  United  States,  and  tnat  of  their  ovfn  ;  I 
feel  an  inexpressible  satisfaction,  that  even  this  behaviour  caar 
not  stain  the  name  ef  the  American  soldiery.  It  cannot  be  im- 
putable  to,  or  reflect  di^onor  on  the  army  at  large,  hut  on  the 
contrary,  it  will,  by  the  striking  contrast  it  exhibits,  hold  up 
to  public  view  the  other  troops  in  the  most  advantageous  point 
of  light.  On  taking  all  the  circumstances  into  cwtaderatioo,  I 
cannot  sufficiently  express  my  surprise  and  indignation,  at  the 
amines,  the  folly,  and  the  wickedness  of  tbe  mutineers ;  nor 
can  I  sufficiently  admire  the  fidelity,  the  braveiy  and  patriot- 
ism, which  must  forever  signalize  tlie  unsullied  character  of  the 
other  corps  of  our  army.  For  when  we  consider  that  these 
Pennsylvania  levies,  who  have  now  mutinied,  are  recruits,  and 
soldiers  of  a  day,  who  have  not  borne  the  hieat  and  burden  of 
tiie  war,  and  who  can  hare  in  reali^  very  few  hardships  to  com- 
plain of;  and  when  we  at  Uie  same  time  recollect  Utat  those 
soldiers,  who  have  lately  been  fnrloogbed  from  this  army,  are 
the  veterans,  who  have  patiently  endured  hunger,  nakedness, 
and  cold  ;  who  have  suffered  wd  bled  without  a  murmur,  and 
iriio,  with  perfect  good  order,  Iulvb  retired  to  tbdr  hnnesj 


Widwit  a  MttlMMSt  of  their  aoeovnU,  or  s  ftrfhiag  «f  non^ 

b  their  pockets ;  we  shaH  be  as  much  utmirfied  at  the  yirtuM 
ef  the  latter,  aa  ne  are  Btrack  with  hn-ror  and  detestatioD  at 
tte  procee^igB  of  the  former  *  and  every  candid  miod,  withoat 
iDdMghw  111  gFoinded  prejodioee,  wU)  ondoubtedly  make  tbft 
proper  Aflcrimiaetim. 

Ob  the  aecond  of  November,  178S,  General  Wasbington 
inued  bia  farewell  orders  to  the  armies  of  the  United  States. 
Havri^  takes  notice  of  the  proclamatioa  of  CongresR,  of  Oc-> 
tober  18th,  he  aaid,  "  It  onij  rt;maina  for  the  Commander  in 
ChieftoaddresB  himself  once  more,  aad  that  for  the  last  ttme^ 
to  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  however  widely  dispero' 
ed  the  individaalB  who  composed  tbem  may  be,  and  to  bid 
tfiem  an  affectionate,  a  long  farewell.  But  before  the  Com-> 
mander  in  Chief  takes  his  final  leave  of  those  be  holds  most 
dear,  he  wishes  to  indulge  himself  a  few  moments  in  callinfj 
to  mind  a  slight  review  of  the  past.  He  wilt  tben  take  the 
liberty  of  exploriag  with  his  military  friends  their  future 
prospects, — of  advising  the  general  line  of  conduct,  which 
n  his  opiDion,  ought  to  be  pursued,  and  he  will  conclude  the 
address  by  expressing  the  obligations  he  feels  himself  unde# 
for  the  spirited  and  able  assistance  be  has  experienced  from 
them,  in  the  performance  of  an  arduous  office. 

*'  A  contemplation  of  the  complete  attainment,  at  a  period 
earlier  than  could  have  been  expected,  of  the  object  fi» 
which  we  contended,  against  so  formidable  a  potver,  cannot 
bat  inspire  tta  with  astonishment  and  gratitude.  The  disad- 
vantageous circumstances  on  our  part,  under  which  the  war 
was  undertaken,  can  never  be  forgotten.  The  signal  inter- 
positions of  Providence,  in  our  feeble  condition,  were  such 
as  could  scarcely  escape  the  attention  of  the  most  unobserv- 
ing  ;  white  the  unparalleled  perseverance  of  the  armies  of 
the  United  States,  through  almost  every  possible  BufTerit^ 
and  discouragement,  for  the  space  of  eight  long  years,  was 
little  short  of  a  standing  miracle."  His  closing  words  are, 
"  and  being  now  to  conclude  these  bis  last  public  orders,  te 
take  his  ultimate  leave  in  a  short  time,  of  the  military  cha- 
racter, and  to  bid  adieu  to  the  armies  he  has  so  long  had  the 
honor  to  command,  he  can  only  again  oSer  in  their  behalf  bit 
recommendations  to  their  grateful  country,  and  his  prayeri 
to  the  God  of  armies.  May  ample  Jnatice  be  done  tbem  her* 
and  may  the  choicest  of  Heaven's  favors  both  here  and  here^ 
after  attend  those,  who,  under  the  divine  auspices  have 
lecnred  tmuffl^inible  blessings  for  other* !  With  tbeM 
43 
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wuhei,  and  this  benediction,  the  Commander  in  Chief  it 
•bout  to  retire  from  service.  The  curtain  of  Beparation  will 
soon  be  drawn,  and  the  military  scene  to  him  will  be  closed 
for  ever."  The  definitive  treaty  of  peace  was  signed  oa 
the  23d  of  September,  and  Ccmeress,  having  ratified  it,  tiiey 
issued  a  proclamation  to  disband  their  army-  The  procla- 
mation purports,  "that  part  of  the  army  which  stood  en- 
gaged to  serve  during  the  war,  and  by  several  acts  of  Con- 
gress had  been  furloughed,  should  be  absolutely  discharged 
after  the  Sd  of  November  from  said  service,  and  that  the 
farther  service  in  the  .field  of  the  officers  deranged,  and  on 
furlough,  are  now  dispensed  with,  and  they  have  permission 
to  retire  from  service,  no  more  to  be  called  to  command^ 
&c."  In  their  proclamation  Congress  gave'their  thanks  to 
the  army  for  their  exertions  in  the  cause  of  America,  and 
the  common  rights  of  mankind.  The  mode  of  disbanding 
the  army  was  well  calculated  to  prevent  any  disorders, 
which  might  have  been  the  consequence  of  dismissing  a  large 
number  of  men  in  a  body.  The  advics  of  their  beloved 
Commander  in  Chief,  and  the  resolves  of  Congress  to  pay 
and  compensate  them  in  such  manner  as  the  ability  of  the 
United  States  would  permit,  operated  to  keep  them  quiet 
and  prevent  tumult.  Painful  indeed  was  the  parting  scene, 
no  description  can  be  adequate  to  the  tragic  exhibition. 
Both  officers  and  soldiers,  long  unaccustomed  to  the  affairs 
of  private  life,  turned  loose  on  the  world  to  starve  and  to 
become  a  prey  to  vulture  speculators.  Never  can  that 
melancholy  day  be  forgotten  when  friends,  companions  for 
seven  long  years  in  joy,  and  in  sorrow,  were  torn  asunder, 
without  the  hope  of  ever  meeting  again,  and  with  pros- 
Dects  of  a  miserable  subsistence  In  future.  Among  other 
uicidents  peculiarly  affecting  on  this  occasion,  were  the 
lamentations  of  women  and  children,  earnestly  entreating  that 
those  with  whom  they  had  been  connected  in  the  character 
of  husband  and  father,  would  not  withdraw  from  them  the 
hand  of  kindness  and  protection,  and  leave  them  in  despair ; 
but  in  several  instances  the  reply  was,  no,  "  we  took  you 
as  companions  during  the  war,  and  now  we  are  destitute  of 
the  means  of  support,  and  you  must  provide  for  yourselves." 
November  25lK. — The  British  army  evacuated  New  York, 
and  the  American  troops  under  General  Knox,  took  posses- 
sion of  the  city.  Soon  after.  General  Washington  and  Gov- 
ernor Clinton,  with  their  suite,  made  their  public  entry  iato 
the  city  on  horseback,  followed  by  the  iieutenant  governor 
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tind  the  members  of  council,  for  t^e  temporary  goremment 
or  the  southern  district,  four  ahreast.  General  Knox  and 
the  officers  of  the  army,  eight  abreast ;  citizens  on  horse- 
back, eight  abreast;  the  speaker  of  the  assembly  and 
citizens  on  foot,  eight  abreast.  The  governor  gave  a  pub- 
lic dinner,  at  which  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  other 
general  officers  were  present-  Thp  arrangements  for  the 
whole  business  were  so  well  made  and  executed,  that  the 
most  admirable  tranquillity  succeeded  through  the  day  and 
night.  On  Monday  the  governor  gave  an  elegant  entertain- 
ment  to  the  Freuch  ambassador,  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne; 
General  Washington,  the  principal  officers  of  New  York 
state,  and  of  the  army,  and  upwards  of  a  hundred  gentlemea 
were  present.  Magnificent  fireworks,  infinitely  exceeding 
every  thing  of  the  kind  before  seen  in  the  United  States, 
were  exhibited  at  the  Bowling  Green  in  Broadway,  on  the 
evening  of  Tuesday,  in  celebration  of  the  definitive  treaty  of 
peace-  They  commenced  by  a  dove  descending  with  the 
olive  branch,  and  setting  fire  to  a  marron  battery.  On  Tues- 
day noon,  December  4th,  the  principal  officers  of  the  army 
assembled  at  Francis'  tavern,  to  take  a  final  leave  of  their 
much  loved  Commander  in  Chief.  Soon  after  his  Excellen- 
cy entered  the  room.  His  emotions  were  too  strong  to  be 
concealed.  Filling  a  glass,  he  turned  to  them  and  said, 
'*  With  8  heart  full  of  love  and  gratitude,  1  now  take  leave 
of  you.  I  most  devoutly  wish  that  yonr  latter  days  may  be 
as  prosperous  and  happy  as  your  former  ones  have  been 
glorious  and  honorable-  Having  drank,  he  added,  "lean- 
not  come  to.each  of  yon  to  take  my  leave,  but  shall  be  oblig- 
ed toyou,  if  each  of  you  will  come  and  take  me  by  the  hand." 
General  Knox  being  nearest,  turned  to  him.  Incapable  of 
utterance,  Washington,  in  tears,  grasped  his  hand,  embraced 
and  kissed  him.  In  the  same  affectionate  manner  he  took 
leave  of  each  succeeding  officer,  [n  every  eye  was  the 
tear  of  dignified  sensibility  ;  and  not  a  word  was  articulated 
to  interrupt  the  eloquent  silence,  and  tenderness  of  the  scene. 
Leaving  the  room,  he  passed  through  the  corps  of  light  infan- 
try, and  walked  to  White  Hall,  where  a  barge  waited  to  con- 
vey him  to  Paulus'  Hook.  The  whole  company  followed  in 
mute  and  solemn  procession,  with  dejected  countenances, 
testifying  feeliDgs  of  delicious  melancholy  which  no  language 
can  describe.  Having  entered  the  barge,  he  turned  to  the 
company,  and  waving  his  hat,  bid  them  a  silent  adieu.  They 
paid  him  the  sBme>  affectiorate  compIinTent,  tuicl  after  the 
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barge  had  led  them,  retnmeil  in  the  ainie  sdemik  maimer  t« 
the  place  nhere  they  had  assembled.  The  pauiow  of  bo- 
nun  nature  ivere  never  more  teodeily  agitatsd  than  ia  this 
interesting  and  distressful  scene." 

General  Washington  now  repaired  to  Anaap^is,  where  C«Or 
gresB  were  in  see^ic»,  to  whom  be  resigned  hie  commiariaa, 
which,  eight  jears  before,  be  had  received  from  tbii  honorable 
body.  On  the  23d  of  December,  the  daj  appointed  for  Ae 
very  ii^restbg  transaction,  a  vast  concourse  of  apectaton  at- 
tended. The  gallery  was  filled  with  a  group  of  ladKa,  and  some 
graced  thefioorof  Congress.  The  govenior,  cooncil  and  kg- 
ulature  of  Maryland,  several  general  officers,  the  ccsisul  general 
of  France,  and  numerous  citizens  of  Annapolis  were  present. 
Congress  were  seated  and  covered,  as  representatives  of  tb* 
sovereignty  of  the  union  ;  the  spectators  were  uncovered 
and  standing.  The  general  was  introduced  to  a  chmr  by 
the  secretary,  who,  after  a  decent  interval  ordered  tilence. 
A  short  paase  ensued,  when  the  honorable  ThonukB  Mifflin, 
the  president,  mformed  the  general  that  '*  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled  were  prepared  to  receive  bis  com* 
muiiicatiojjs."  On  which  li6  rose  with  dignity,  and  delivered 
this  address : 

*'  Mr.  Phesident, — The  great  events  on  which  my  re- 
signation depended,  having  at  length  taken  place,  1  now  have 
the  honor  of  offering  my  sincere  congratulations  to  Congress, 
and  of  presenting  myself  before  them,  to  surrender  into  their 
hands,  the  trust  committed  to  me,  and  to  claim  the  indul- 
gence of  retiring  from  the  service  of  my  country. 

"  Happy  in  the  confirmation  of  our  independence  and  sov- 
ereignty, and  pleased  with  the  opportunity  afforded  the 
United  Slates,  of  becoming  a  respectable  nation,  I  resign 
with  satisfaction  the  appointment  1  accepted  with  diffi- 
dence ;  a  dif&dence  in  my  abilities,  to  accomplish  so  arduous 
a  task,  which,  however,  was  superseded,  by  a  confidence  in 
the  rectitude  of  our  cause,  the  support  of  the  supreme  pow- 
er of  the  union,  and  the  patronage  of  Heaven. 

"  The  successful  termination  of  the  war  has  verified  the 
most  sanguine  expectations, — my  gratitude  for  the  interposi- 
tions of  Providence,  and  the  assistance  I  have  received  from 
my  countrymen,  increase  with  every  review  of  the  momen- 
tous contest. 

"  While  1  respect  my  ofcligetioDS  to  the  army  in  general, 
I  should  do  u^uatke  to  my  owBieeliop,  not  to  acknowledgo 
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io  tbi«  pUce,  the  jwcaliar  aerrioefl  and  distiagiiulied  metiU 
of  the  penoiu,  who  have  been  attached  to  my  person  durii^ 
the  war.  It  was  inpouible  the  choice  oi  coi>£dential  oSL- 
cers,  to  compose  my  family,  ibould  have  been  store  fortu* 
sate.  Permit  me,  Sir,  to  recommend  in  particular,  those 
who  have  continued  in  the  service  to  the  present  moment, 
as  worthy  of  the  favorable  sotice  and  patronage  of  CcK^ress. 

"  I  consider  it  as  an  indispensable  duty  to  close  this  lai4 
solemn  act  of  my  official  life,  by  commending  tbe  interests  of 
our  dearest  country,  to  tbe  protection  of  Almighty  Qod,  and 
those  who  have  the  tuperiBtendence  of  them  to  his  boij 
keeping. 

".  Having  how  finished  the  work  assigned  me,  I  retire 
from  the  great  theatre  of  action  ;  and,  bidding  an  affection* 
ate  farewell  to  this  august  body,  under  whose  orders  1  have 
long  acted,  1  here  offer  my  commission,  and  take  my  leave 
of  all  the  employmenta  of  public  life." 

This  address  being  ended.  General  Washington  advanced 
ud  delivered  his  eonmission  into  tbe  bands  of  the  President 
«f  Congress,  who  replied  as  fMomt : 

"  Tbe  Umted  States  in  Congress  asseaUed,  rec^e  with 
emotions  too  affectii^  for  utterance,  the  sdemQ  retignatiiui 
of  tbe  authorities  under  which  you  have  led  their  troops  with 
success,  through  s  perilous  and  deubtfal  war. 

"  Called  on  by  your  country  to  defend  its  invaded  rights, 
you  accepted  tbe  sacred  charge  before  it  had  formed  alU> 
ances,  and  whilst  it  was  witbout  friends  or  a  government  t« 
suppert  yoa. 

"  You  have  conducted  tbe  great  military  contest  with 
wisdom  and  fortitode,  invariably  regarding  tbe  rights  of  the 
civil  power,  thrott^  all  Masters  and  chaises.  You  have 
by  tbe  tove  EUid  coi^ence  of  your  fellow  citizens,  enabled 
tbem  to  display  their  martial  genaa,  and  tr»siBit  their  fame 
to  posterity  ;  yow  have  persevered  till  these  Untied  States, 
aided  by  a  magnanimoiu  kug  and  nation,  have  been  mabled 
under  a  just  Providence,  to  eloae  the  war  ii  safety,  free- 
dom, and  independency  ;  on  which  happy  event  we  sincerely 
jwn  yon  in  congratulations. 

"Hftvii^;  defended  the  standard  of  liberty  in  thb  new 
world  ;  having  taught  a  lesson  useful  to  those  who  inflict,  and 
to  those  who  feel  oppression,  you  retire  frov  the  great 
theatre  of  actiei,  wtt$  the  bleoeuip  of  /eur  fellow  citizens ; 
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but  the  glory  of  your  virtues  will  not  terminate  frith  your 
military  comm&nd,  it  will  continue  to  animate  remotest  ages- 
We  feel  nitb  you,  our  obligations  to  the  army  in  general, 
and  will  particularly  charge  ourselves,  with  the  interest  of 
those  c(»ifidenti&l  officers,  who  have  attended  your  persm  to 
this  affecting  moment. 

"  We  join  you  in  commending  the  interest!  of  our  dearest 
country  to  the  protection  of  Almighty  God,  beseeching  him 
to  dispcne  the  hearts  and  minds  of  its  citizens  to  improve  the 
opportunity  afforded  them  of  becoming  a  happy  and  respect- 
aole  nation ;  and  for  you  we  address  to  Him  our  earnest 
prayers,  that  a  life  so  beloved,  may  be  fostered  with  all  bis 
care  ;  that  your  days  may  be  happy,  as  tbey  have  beea 
illustrious,  and  that  be  will  finally  give  you  that  reward, 
which  this  world  cannot  give." 

It  is  impossible  to  conceive  that  greater  honor  can  be  con- 
ferred on  any  man,  than  to  receive  the  united  acknowledg- 
ments of  three  millions  of  people,  assembled  by  their  repre- 
tentatives,  declaring  to  all  the  world,  that  he  has  been  the 
temporal  savior  of  his  country  !  His  mind  was  powerful 
and  enlightened,  his  devotion  to  his  countiy  fervent,  his  sac- 
rifices great  and  important,  and  his  triumphs  noble  and  splen- 
did ;  and  his  memory  will  be  blessed  and  immortal  ! 

It  has  been  estimated,  that  the  loss  of  lives  in  the  various 
armies  of  the  United  States,  during  the  war,  is  not  less  than 
seventy  thousand.  The  numbers  who  died  on  board  of  the  hor- 
rid prison  ships  of  the  enemy,  cannot  be  calculated.  It  is,  how' 
•ver,  confidently  asserted,  that  no  less  than  eleven  thousand 
of  our  brave  soldiers,  died  on  board  the  one  called  the  Jtr- 
tey  prison  ship,  only  t  This  dreadful  mortality  is  universally 
attributed,  to  the  cruel  treatment,  which  tbey  received 
while  crowded  together  in  close  confinement. 

The  loss  to  Great  Britain,  is  two  large  armies  captured 
by  the  United  States,  exclusively  of  many  thousands  killed 
and  taken  in  various  actions,  during  tbe  war  ;  thirteen  colo- 
nies dismembered  from  her,  and  an  increase  of  her  national 
debt  in  seven  years,  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions. 

The  United  States  have  gained  that  independence  and  lib- 
erty for  which  they  contended,  and  find  their  debt  to  be  less 
than  fortj'-live  millions  of  dollars,  which  is  short  of  ten  mil- 
lions of  pounds  sterling  !  This  long-protracted  warfare, 
waged  in  behalf  of  American  freedom,  is  now  triumphantly 
terminated,  and  a  sanctuary  sacred  to  civil  and  religious  lib- 
erty will  be  opened  in  this  westeni  l^eiuisphere. 


EETOLUTIONART  UtNALS,  1783. 


Extract  of  a  Circular  Lttter  from  his  Excelkncy  George  Wa$h- 
ington,  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
Slates  of  America,  to  the  Governors  of  the  several  St<Ues. 

Head  Qd&sters,  AVwfrur^fc,  June  18,  1783. 

«<  For  my  own  part,  conscious  of  having  acted,  while  a 
servant  of  the  public,  in  the  manner  I  conceived  best  suited 
to  promote  the  real  interests  of  my  country  ;  having  in  coi^ 
sequence  of  my  fixed  belief,  in  some  measure  pledged  my- 
self to  the  army,  that  their  country  would  finally  do  then 
complete  and  ample  justice,  and  not  willing  to  conceal  an? 
instance  of  my  omcial  conduct  from  the  eyes  of  the  world, 
I  have  thought  proper  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  the 
enclosed  collection  of  papers,  relative  to  the  half  pay  and 
commutation  granted  by  Congress  to  the  officers  of  the  army. 

"  From  these  communicaticms,  my  decided  sentiment  will 
be  clearly  comprehended,  together  with  the  conclusive  rea- 
sons which  induced  me  at  an  early  period,  to  recommend 
the  adoption  of  this  measure  in  this  most  earaest  and  serious 
manner.  As  the  proceedings  of  Congress,  the  army,  and 
myself,  are  open  to  all,  and  contain,  in  my  opinion,  sufficient 
information  to  remove  the  prejudice  and  errors  which  may 
have  been  entertained  by  any,  I  think  it  unnecessary  to  say 
any  thing  more,  than  just  to  observe,  that  the  resolutions  of 
Congress,  now  alluded  to,  are  as  undoubtedly  and  absolutely 
binding  on  the  United  States,  as  the  most  solemn  acts  of  con- 
federation or  legislation. 

"  As  to  the  idea,  which  I  am  informed  has  in  some  in- 
stances prevailed,  that  the  half  pay  and  commutation  are  to 
be  regarded  merely  in  the  odious  light  of  a  pension,  it  ought 
to  be  exploded  forever .-  That  provision  should  be  viewed  as 
it  really  was,  a  reasonable  compensation  o0ered  by  Congress, 
at  a  time  when  they  bad  nothing  else  to  give,  to  officers  <^ 
the  army  for  services  then  to  be  performed  :  It  was  the  on- 
ly means  to  prevent  a  total  dereliction  of  the  service  ;  it 
was  a  part  of  their  hire-  I  may  be  allowed  to  say,  it  was 
the  price  of  tbeir  blood  and  of  your  independency  ;  it  is 
therefore  more  than  a  common  debt,  it  is  a  debt  of  honor  ; 
it  can  never  be  considered  as  a  peoslon  or  gratuity,  nor  can- 
celed till  it  is  fairly  discharged.'' 
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K 


MU  X.—See  Pt^  103. 

General  Burgoyne,  in  hii  defence,  after  his  arrival  ia 
Ei^land,  as  commaDder  of  the  northern  expedition,  haa  paid 
a  just  tribute  of  praiie  to  American  bravery.  Adrertiin;  to 
the  action  of  the  19th  of  September,  be  says,  "  few  actiont 
have  been  characterized  by  more  otistinacy  in  attack  or  de- 
fence. The  British  bayonet  was  repeatedlv  tried  ineffec- 
tually. Eleven  hundred  British  soldiers  foiled  in  these  trials, 
hore  incestant  fire  from  a  succession  of  fresh  troops,  in 
■nperior  numbers,  for  above  four  hours  ;  and  after  a  loss  of 
above  a  third  of  their  number,  and  in  one  of  the  regiments 
above  two  thirds,  forced  the  enemy  at  last.  Of  a  detach- 
ment of  a  captain,  and  forty-eight  artillery  men,  the  captain 
and  thirty-aix  men  were  killed  or  wounded.  The  tribute  of 
praiie  due  to  such  troops,  will  not  be  wanting  in  this  gener- 
ous nati<M)."  His  observations  respecting  the  action  of  the 
7th  of  Octt^u,  are  eicpressed  in  the  following  energetic  and 
feeling  laiqjii^.  "  The  losses  in  the  action,  were  uncom- 
monly severe.  Sir  Francis  Clark,  my  aid  de  camp,  had 
originally  recommended  himself  to  my  attention,  by  his  talent! 
and  diligence.  As  service  and  intimacy  opened  bis  character 
more,  he  became  endeared  to  me  by  every  quality  that  cao 
create  esteem.  I  lost  in  him  a  useful  assistant,  an  amiable 
companion,  an  attached  friend  ;  the  state  was  deprived  by 
his  death,  of  one  of  the  fairest  promises  of  an  able  general. 

"  The  fate  of  Colonel  Ackland,  taken  prisoner,  and  then 
supposed  to  be  mortally  wounded,  was  a  second  lource  of 
anxiety.     General  Fraxer  was  expiring. 
44 
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"  In  the  course  of  the  action,  a  shot  had  passed  through 
tay  hat,  and  another  had  torn  uiy  waistcoat.  I  should  be 
sorry  to  be  thought  at  any  time,  insensible  to  the  protecting 
hand  of  Providence  ;  but  I  evermore  particularly  considered 
a  soldier's  hair-breadth  escapes  as  incentives  to  duty,  a 
marked  reneival  of  the  trust  of  being,  for  the  due  purposes 
of  a  public  station  ;  and  under  this  reflection,  lo  lose  our 
fortitude,  by  giving  way  to  our  affections,  to  be  diverted  by 
any  possible  self-emotion,  from  meeting  a  present  exigency 
with  our  best  faculties,  were  at  once  dishonor  and  impiety." 

General  Frazer  died  of  his  wounds  on  the  8th  inst.  Be* 
fore  his  death,  he  requested  that  his  body  might  be  carried, 
without  parade,  by  the  officers  of  his  own  corps  to  the 
great  redoubt  and  there  buried,  About  sun  set  the  corpse 
was  carried  up  the  hill,  and  necessarily  passed  in  view  of 
both  armies-  Generals  Burgoyne,  Phillips,  and  Reidesel 
placed  themselves  in  the  humble  procession.  As  Genera] 
Gates  was  not  made  acquainted  nilb  the  intended  solemnity, 
a  constant  cannonade  was  kept  up,  by  our  people  directed 
to  the  hill,  where  the  ceremony  was  performed.     From  the 

Sen  of  General  Burgoyne,  we  have  the  following  eloquent 
elineation  of  the  melancholy  scene.  "The  incessant  cao- 
nonade  during  the  solemnity,  the  steady  attitude,  and  unal- 
tered voice,  with  which  the  clergyman  officiated,  though 
frequently  covered  with  dust,  which  the  shot  threw  up  on 
all  sides  of  him  ;  the  mute,  but  expressive  mixture  of  sensi- 
bility and  indignation  on  every  countenance ;  these  objects 
will  remain  to  the  last  of  life  on  the  mind  of  every  man,  who 
was  present.  The  growing  duskiness,  added  to  the  scenery, 
and  the  whole  marked  a  character  of  this  juncture,  that 
would  make  one  of  the  finest  subjects  for  the  pencil  of  a 
master,  that  the  field  ever  exhibited.  To  the  canvas  and  to 
the  page  of  a  more  important  historian,  gallant  friend  I  i 
consign  thy  memory.  There  may  thy  talents,  thy  manly 
virtues,  their  progress  and  their  period,  find  due  distinction, 
and  long  may  they  survive,  long  after  the  frail  record  of  my 
pen  shall  be  forgotten-" 

The/ollowing  appropriale  lines,  are  from  the  elegant  pen  of 
Mrs.  Morton. 


Btaadiaf  mhI  lut  Um  eaptorad  AtUm^  liM, 
Vhita  IgkdsQ  ilsmbtn  w>l«  bii  /Vaztr'i  «7m  ; 
Avitr  J  mbnta  docda  BB&dJM  ^oHm  dun, 
Eadaw'd  bj  titUm,  mud  kdora'd  bj  boa. 


Further  particulars  respecting  the  affectiDK  atory  of  thii 
distinguished  lady  bare  since  appeared  ;  and  from  the  writ- 
ings of  General  Burgoyne  and  other  sources,  I  extract  the 
following.     She  accompanied  Major  Ackland  to  Canada  in 

1776,  and  was  called  to  attend  on  him  while  sick  in  a  miser- 
able hut  at  Chamblee.     In  the  expedition  to  Ticonderoga  in 

1777,  she  was  positively  enjoined  not  to  expose  herself  to  the 
ridk  and  hazards  which  might  occur  on  that  occasion ;  bat 
Major  Ackland,  having  received  a  wound  in  the  battle  of 
Hubberton,  she  crossed  lake  Champlain,  to  pay  her  attention 
to  him.  After  this  she  followed  tus  fortune,  and  shared  hia 
fatigue,  while  traversing  the  dreary,  woody  country  to  Fort 
Edward.  Here  the  tent  in  which  they  lodged,  took  fire  by 
night,  from  which  they  escaped  with  the  utmost  difficulty. 
Durii^  the  action  of  the  1 9th  of  September,  she  was  exposed 
to  great  fatigue,  and  inexpressible  anxiety  for  the  fate  of  her 
husband,  bamg  advanced  in  the  front  of  the  battle-  On  the  7th 
of  October,  during  the  heat  of  the  conflict.  Lady  Ackland 
took  refuge  among  the  wounded  and  djing;  her  husband 
commauding  the  grenadiers,  was  in  the  most  exposed  part  of 
the  action,  and  sne  in  awful  suspense  awaiting  his  fate.  The 
baroness  Beideael,  and  the  wiVes  of  two  other  field  ollicers, 
were  her  companions  in  painful  apprehension.  On^^of  these 
officers  was  soon  brought  in  dangerously  wounded,  and  the 
death  of  the  other  was  announced.  It  was  not  long  before 
intelligence  was  received  that  the  British  army  was  defeat- 
ed, and  that  Major  Ackland  was  desperately  wounded  and 
taken.  *rhe  next  day  she  proposed  to  visit  her  husband,  in 
the  American  camp.  General  Burgoyne  observes,  "  Though 
I  was  ready  to  believe,  for  1  bad  experienced,  that  patience 
and  fortitude  in  a  supreme  degree,  were  to  he  found,  as  well 
as  every  other  virtue,  under  the  most  tender  forms,  I  wag 
astonished  at  this  proposal.  After  so  long  an  agitation  of  the 
spirits,  exhausted  not  only  for  want  of  rest,  but  absolutely 
want  of  food,  drenched  in  rain,  for  twelve  hours  together, 
that  a  woman  should  be  capable  of  delivering  herself  to  the 
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«mmy,  probably  in  the  idcM,  ud  BDCortaia  into  what  hands 
the  mignt  fatl,  appeared  eo  effort  abore  human  nature. 
The  auistuice  I  was  eoabled  to  give,  itai  small  indeed  ;  I 
had  Dot  even  a  cup  of  wine  to  offer  her,  but  I  was  told,  she 
had  found  from  some  kind  and  fortunate  hand  a  little  rum  and 
dirt^  water.  All  I  could  furnish  to  her,  was  an  open  boat  and  a 
few  lines  written  on  dirty  and  wet  paper  to  General  Gates, 
recommending  ber  to  his  protection. — It  is  due  to  justice,  at 
Qm  close  of  this  adventure,  to  say,  that  she  was  received 
and  accommodated  by  General  Gates,  with  all  the  bumanitf 
and  respect,  that  her  rank,  her  merits,  and  her  fortunes  de* 
■erred. 

*'  Let  such  as  are  affected  by  these  cimmstasces  of  alarm, 
hardship  and  danger,  recollect  that  the  subject  of  them  wm 
a  woman  of  the  most  tender  and  delicate  frame  ;  of  the  gei^ 
tiest  manners  ;  habituated  to  all  the  soft  elegancies  and  re- 
fined enjoyments  that  attend  high  birth  and  fortune  ;  and  far 
advanced  in  a  state,  in  which  the  tender  cares,  always  due  te 
the  sex,  become  indispensably  necessary.  Her  mind  aloM 
was  formed  for  such  trials.*' 

The  adventures  of  Lady  Ackland  have  been  a  theme  for 
the  display  of  the  poetic  talents  of  the  accomplished  lady  of 
Perez  Morton,  Esquire.  It  is  regretted  that  the  limits  of 
this  production,  will  not  admit  of  more  than  the  following 
lines,  and  those  on  the  preceding  page,  from  that  eicellent 
poem. 

'Tw»«  DOW  the  time,  when  twilight's  mitly  i»j. 
Drop*  the  brown  eufliin  ofrBtinng  dsy, 
Tfae  cluid)  of  liMvon,  lilis  loidDighC  mountUDB,  lower. 
Wall  the  wild  bUil,  and  dub  Ibe  drin);  showa, 
Throi^li  (he  wet  path  ber  restlsu  rootsleps  roun. 
To  wbsre  the  Itadtr  iprsad  bi>  Bptcioni  doon. 
Low  tt  his  feet  nhe  pouri  the  dsBperate  pr>ysi — 
Give  in;  loal  hiuband  la  my  aoolhing  cue, 

Wuhd^le^TotV  hili'buJnm'wound. 

Ciich  hii  Tunt  breitb,  lad  clMs  hit  languid  ejta. 

Or  IB  hii  cau«e  my  profier'd  lite  resign, 

Hioa  wetebii  bleMiagi,  lud  hiipami  are  ming. 


JfoU  II.— Page  111. 

The  following  sketch,  borrowed  from  the  Memoirs  of  Gen- 
eral Wilkinson,  is  too  highly  interesting  to  be  omitted  ;  every 
reader  of  taste  will  be  gratified  with  the  perusal,  and  for 


myself,  I  ofre  to  (JeHral  Wllkimon  only  an  apology  for  the 
liberty  I  have  taken. 

Extract  from  the  Barontu  RddeseFi  Narrative. 

"  As  we  had  to  march  atill  further,  I  ordered  a  large 
calash  to  be  built,  capable  of  holding  my  three  children,  my- 
self aod  two  female  servants  ;  in  this  manner  we  moved  with 
the  army  in  the  midst  of  the  soldiery,  who  were  very  merry, 
siogiDg  songs,  and  panting  for  action.  We  had  to  travel 
through  almost  impassable  woods  and  a  most  picturesque  and 
beautiful  country,  which  was  abandoned  by  its  inhabitants, 
who  had  repaired  to  the  standard  of  General  Gates  ;  tbej 
added  much  to  his  strength,  as  they  were  all  good  marksmen, 
and  fitted  by  habit  for  the  species  of  warfare  the  contending 
parties  were  then  engaged  in — and  the  love  of  their  country 
inspired  them  with  more  than  ordinary  courage.  The  army 
had  shortly  to  encamp  ;  I  generally  remained  about  an  hour's 
march  in  the  rear,  where  I  received  daily  visits  from  my 
husband  ;  the  army  was  frequently  engaged  in  small  affain, 
but  nothing  of  importance  took  place  ;  and  as  the  season  was 
getting  cold,  Major  Williams,  of  the  artillery,  proposed  to 
have  a  house  built  for  me  with  a  chimney,  observing  that  it 
would  not  cost  more  than  five  or  six  guineas,  and  that  the 
frequent  change  of  quarters  was  very  inconvenient  to  me  ;  it 
was  accordingly  built,  and  was  called  the  Block  house,  from  - 
its  square  forna  and  the  resemblance  it  bore  to  those  build- 
ings. 

"  On  the  I9th  of  September,  an  affair  happened,  which 
though  it  turned  out  to  our  advantage,  yet  obliged  us  to  halt 
at  a  place  called  Freeman's  farm  ;  I  was  an  eye  witness  to 
the  whole  affair,  and  as  my  husband  was  engaged  in  it,  I  was 
full  of  anxiety,  and  trembled  at  every  shot  I  heard  ;  I  saw 
a  great  number  of  the  wounded,  and  what  added  to  the  dis- 
tress of  the  scene,  three  of  them  were  brought  into  the 
house  in  which  I  took  shelter  ;  one  was  a  Major  Harnage  of 
the  sixty  second  British  regiment,  the  husband  of  a  lady  of 
my  acquaintance,  another  was  a  lieutenant,  married  to  a 
lady  with  whom  I  had  the  honor  to  be  on  terms  of  intimacy, 
and  the  third  was  an  officer  of  the  name  of  Young. 

"  In  a  short  time  afterwards  I  heard  groans  proceeding 
from  a  room  near  mine,  and  knew  they  must  have  been  oc- 
casioned by  the  sufferings  of  the  last  mentioned  officer,  who 
lay  writhing  with  his  wounds. 


'*  Hii  mournful  situation  interested  Die  much,  and  the 
more  so,  because  the  recollection  of  many  polite  attentions, 
received  froni  a  family  of  that  name  during  aij  visit  to  Eng- 
land, ivas  still  forcibly  impressed  on  my  mind.  I  sent  to  him 
and  begged  him  to  accept  nay  best  services,  and  aftenvards 
furnished  him  with  food  and  refreshments  ;  he  expressed  a 
great  desire  to  see  me,  politely  calling  me  his  benefactress. 
I  accordingly  visited  him,  and  found  him  lying  on  a  little 
straw,  as  he  had  lost  his  equipage.  He  was  a  young  man 
eighteen  or  nineteen  years  of  age,  and  really  the  beloved 
nephew  of  the  Mr.  Young,  the  head  of  the  family  I  have 
mentioned,  and  the  only  son  of  his  parents.  This  last  circum- 
stance was  what  he  lamented  most,  as  to  his  pain  he  thought 
lightly  of  it.  He  had  lost  much  blood,  and  it  was  thought 
necessary  to  amputate  the  leg,  but  this  he  would  not  consent 
to,  and  of  course  a  mortiUcalion  took  place.  !  sent  him 
cushions  and  coverings,  and  my  female  friends  sent  him  a 
mattress.  I  redoubled  my  attention  to  him,  and  visited  him 
every  day,  for  which  I  received  a  thousand  wishes  for  my 
happiness.  At  last  hia  limb  was  amputated,  but  it  was  too 
late,  and  be  died  the  following  day.  As  he  lay  in  the  next 
room  to  me,  and  the  partition  was  very  thin,  1  distinctly 
heard  his  last  sigh,  when  his  immortal  part  quitted  its  frail 
tenement,  and  I  trust,  winged  its  way  to  the  mansiooE  of 
eternal  bliss. 

"  But  severer  trials  awaited  us,  and  on  the  7th  of  October, 
our  misfortunes  began  ;  I  was  at  breakfast  with  my  husband, 
and  heard  that  something  was  intended.  On  the  same  day  I 
expected  Generals  Burgoyne,  Phillips  and  Frazer  to  dine 
with  us.  I  saw  a  great  movement  among  the  troops  ;  mj 
husband  told  me  it  was  merely  a  reconnoisance,  which  gave 
me  no  concern,  as  it  often  happened.  I  walked  out  of  the 
house  and  met  several  Indians  in  their  war  dresses,  with  guns 
in  their  hands.  When  I  asked  them  where  they  were  going, 
they  cried  out,  war!  war  !  meaning  that  they  were  going 
to  battle-  This  filled  me  with  apprehension,  and  I  had 
scarcely  got  home  before  I  heard  reports  of  cannon  and 
musketry,  which  grew  louder  by  degrees,  till  at  last  the 
noise  became  excessive.  About  four  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, instead  of  the  guests  whom  I  expected.  General  Fra- 
zer was  brought  on  a  litter  mortally  wounded.  The  table, 
which  was  already  set,  was  instantly  removed,  and  a  bed 
placed  in  its  stead  for  the  wounded  general.  I  sat  trembling 
iQ  a  comer  '>  the  noise  grew  louder,  and  the  alarm  increased  ; 
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the  thought  that  my  husband  might  perhaps  be  brought  ui, 
wounded  in  the  same  manner,  was  terrible  to  me,  and  distressed 
me  exceedingly.  General  Frazer  said  to  the  surgeon,  ''  tell  mt 
if  my  wound  is  mortal^  do  not  flatter  me."  The  ball  had  pas- 
sed through  his  body,  and  unhappily  for  the  general,  he  had 
eaten  a  very  hearty  breakfast,  by  which  the  stomach  was  dis- 
tended, and  the  ball,  as  the  surgeon  said,  had  passed  through  it. 
I  heard  him  often  exclaim  with  a  sigh,  *^0,  fatal  ambition! 
Poor  General  Burgoyne !  Ofc,  my  poor  wife  /"  He  was  asked  if 
he  had  any  request  to  make,  to  which  he  replied,  that  ^'  If  Gen- 
eral Burgoyne  would  permit  it^  he  should  like  to  be  buried  at 
six  0^ clock  in  the  evenings  on  the  top  of  a  mountain  j  in  a  redoubt 
which  had  bun  built  there.^^  I  did  not  know  which  way  to 
turn,  all  the  other  rooms  were  full  of  sick.  Towards  evening 
I  saw  my  husband  coming,  then  I  forgot  all  my  sorrows,  and 
thanked  God  that  he  was  spared  to  me.  He  ate  in  great  haste 
with  me  and  his  aid  de  camp,  behind  the  house.  We  had  been 
told  that  we  had  the  advantage  over  the  enemy,  but  the  sorrow- 
ful faces  I  beheld  told  a  different  tale,  and  before  my  husband 
went  away  he  took  me  aside,  and  said  every  thing  Was  going 
very  badly,  that  I  must  keep  myself  in  readiness  to  leave  the 
place,  but  not  to  mention  it  to  any  one.  I  made  the  pretence 
that  I.  would  move  the  next  morning  into  my  new  house,  and  had 
every  thing  packed  up  ready. 

^'  Lady  Ackland  had  a  tent  not  far  from  our  house,  in  this 
she  slept,  and  the  rest  of  the  day  she  was  in  the  camp.  All  of 
a  sudden  a  man  came  in  to  tell  her  that  her  husband  was  mor- 
tally wounded  and  taken  prisoner  ;  on  hearing  this  she  became 
very  miserable,  we  comforted  her  by  telling  her  that  the  wound 
was  only  slight,  and  at  the  same  time  advised  her  to  go  over  to 
her  husband,  to  do  which,  she  would  certainly  obtain  permission, 
and  then  she  would  attend  him  herself ;  she  was  a  charm- 
ing woman,  and  very  fond  of  him.  I  spent  much  of  the 
night  in  comforting  her,  and  then  went  again  to  my  children, 
whom  I  had  put  to  bed.  I  could  not  go  to  sleep,  as  I  had 
General  Frazer  and  all  the  other  wounded  gentlemen  in  my 
room,  and  I  was  sadly  afraid  my  children  would  wake,  and  by 
their  crying,  disturb  the  dying  man  in  his  last  moments,  who 
often  addressed  me  and  apologized  "/or  the  trouble  he  gave  me." 
About  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  I  was  told  that  he  could  not 
hold  out  much  longer  ;  I  had  desired  to  be  informed  of  the  near 
approach  of  this  sad  crisis,  and  I  then  wrapped  up  my  children 
in  their  clothes,  and  went  with  them  into  the  room  below. 
About  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  he  died.     After  he  was  laid 
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out,  and  hit  corpn  wr^>ped  up  in  s  riieet,  we  cime  Bgaia  into 
the  room,  and  bad  thia  M>rrowial  ugfat  before  m  the  whcde  daj,  - 
ukl  to  add  to  the  melanchidy  iceiie,  almoat  eveiy  monWBt  BDrae 
officer  of  m;  acquaintance  wfs  brought  in  Trounded.  Ilie 
cannonade  commenced  again  ',  a  retreat  was  spoken  of,  bnt  not 
tim  smallett  motion  was  made  towards  it.  About  four  o'cloek 
in  the  afteraoco,  I  law  the  hooae  which  had  jost  been  built  for 
me  in  flames,  and  the  enemj  was  now  not  far  off.  We  knew 
that  Qeoeral  Bumqnie  would  not  refute  the  last  reqneet  of 
General  Frazer,  though  by  his  acceding  to  it,  an  uoneceasaiy 
delay  was  occasioned,  bj  which  the  incoaTenience  of  the  amqp 
was  much  increased.  At  aix  o'clock  the  corpse  was  broorirt 
out,  and  we  aaw  all  the  generals  attend  it  to  the  mountam ; 
the  chaplain,  Mr.  Brudenell,  performed  the  funeral  amrice} 
rendered  unusually  solemn  and  awful  from  its  being  accompa- 
nied by  constant  peals  from  the  enemy's  artillery.  Mimy  can* 
noQ  balls  flew  close  by  me,  but  I  bad  my  ^es  directed  towards 
the  mountain,*  where  my  husband  was  standmg,  amidst  the 
6re  of  the  enemy,  and  of  course,  1  could  not  thiidi  of  my  own 
danger. 

"  General  Gates  afterwards  said,  that  if  he  had  known  it 
had  beeu  a  funeral  b^would  not  hare  permited  it  to  be  fired 
on. 

"  So  soon  as  the  funeral  service  was  finished,  and  the  grave 
of  General  Frazer  was  closed,  an  order  was  issued  that  the 
army  should  retreat.  My  calash  was  prepared,  but  I  would 
not  consent  to  eo  before  the  troops.  Major  Haniage,  though 
suffering  from  bis  wounds,  crept  from  his  bed,  and  he  did  not 
wish  to  remain  in  the  ho^ital,  which  Was  left  with  a  flag  of 
truce.  When  General  Reidesel  saw  me  m  the  midst  of 
danger,  he  ordered  my  women  and  children  to  be  brought 
into  the  calash,  and  intimated  to  me  to  depart  without  delay. 
I  still  prayed  to  remain,  but  my  husband,  knowing  my  weak 
side,  AAia,  "  well  then  your  children  must  go,  that  at  least 
they  may  be  safe  from  danger."  I  then  agreed  to  enter  the 
calash  with  them,  and  we  set  off  at  eight  o'clock. 

"  The  retreat  was  ordered  to  be  conducted  with  the 
greatest  silence,  many  fires  were  lighted,  and  several  tents 
left  standing  ;  we  travelled  continually  during  the  night.  At 
six  o'clock  in  the  morning  we  halted,  which  eicited  the  sur- 

•  The  height  occupiad  b2  Burgdyne  oq  tbc  18Ui,  whidl  ru  pvillsl  with  the  liver 
till  it  approachad  Geowkl  Gatet  ciii^. 


prize  of  all  ;  Gener&l  Burgoyne  had  tbc  cannon  ranged  and 
counted  ;  this  delaj  seemed  to  displease  every  body,  for  if 
We  could  only  have  made  another  good  march,  we  should 
have  been  in  safety.  My  husband,  quite  exhausted  with 
fatigue,  came  into  my  calash,  and  slept  for  three  hours.  Dur- 
ing that  time.  Captain  Wilioe  brought  me  a  bag  full  of  bank 
Botes,  and  Captain  Grtsmar  his  elegant  watch,  a  ring,  and  & 
purse  foil  of  money,  which  they  requested  me  to  take  care  of, 
and  fvhich  1  promised  to  do,  to  the  utmost  of  my  power.  We 
again  marcbed,  but  had  scarcely  proceeded  an  hour,  before 
we  halted,  as  the  enemy  was  in  sight  ;  it  proved  to  be  only 
a  reconnoitring  party  of  two  hundred  men,  who  might  easily 
have  been  made  prisoners,  if  General  Burgoyne  bad  given 
proper  orders  on  the  occasion. 

"  The  Indians  had  now  lost  their  courage,  and  were  de- 
parting for  their  homes ;  these  people  appeared  to  droop 
much  under  adversity,  and  especially  when  they  had  no  pros- 
pect of  plunder.  One  of  my  waiting  women  was  in  a  state  of 
despair,  which  approached  to  madness ;  she  cursed  and  tore 
Iier  faair,  and  when  I  attempted  to  reason  with'her,  and  to 
pacify  her,  she  asked  me  if  I  was  not  grieved  at  our  situa- 
tion, and  on  my  saying,  I  was,  she  tor*  her  cap  off  her  head 
and  let  her  hair  drop  over  her  face,  saying  to  me  "  it  is  very 
easy  for  you  to  be  composed  and  talk,  you  have  your  husband 
witJi  you,  I  have  none,  and  what  remains  to  me  but  the  pros- 
pect of  perishing  or  losing  all  I  have."'  I  again  bade  her 
take  comfort,  and  assured  her  I  would  make  good  whatever 
the  might  happen  to  lose,  and  I  made  the  same  promise  to 
Ellen,  my  other  waiting  woman,  who,  though  filled  with  ap- 
prehensicns,  made  no  complaints. 

**  About  evening  we  arrived  at  Saratoga  ;  my  dress  was 
wet  through  and  through  with  rain,  and  in  this  state  I  had  to 
remain  the  whole  night,  having  no  place  to  change  it ;  1  how- 
ever got  close  to  a  large  (ire,  and  at  last  lay  down  on  some 
ttraw.  At  this  moment  General  Phillips  vase  up  to  me,  and 
I  asked  him  why  he  bad  not  continued  onr  retreat,  as  mjr 
husband  had  promised  to  cover  it  and  bring  the  army  through  ? 
"  Poor,  dear  woman,"  said  be,  "  1  wonder  how,  drenched 
as  you  af^k'you  have  the  courage  still  to  persevere  and  ven- 
ture further  in  this  kind  of  weather  ;  I  wish,"  continued  he, 
"  you  was  our  commanding  general,  General  Burgoyne  is 
tired,  and  means  to  halt  here  to-night  and  give  us  our  supper. 

"  On  the  morning  of  the  Itb,  at  ten  o'clock,  General  Bur- 
goyne ordered  the  retreat  to  be  continued,  and  caused  tbe 


366  APrElfDIS. 

handsome  bouses  and  mills  of  General  Schuyler  to  be  barnt ; 
ve  marched,  however,  but  a  short  distance,  and  then  halted. 
The  greatest  misenr  at  this  time  prevailed  in  the  army,  and 
more  than  thirty  officers  came  to  me,  for  whom  tea  and  cof- 
fee was  prepared,  and  with  whom  I  shared  all  my  provisions^ 
with  which  my  calash  was  in  general  well  supplied ,  for  I 
bad  a  cook  who  was  an  excellent  caterer,  and  who  often  in 
the  night  crossed  small  rivers  and  foraged  on  the  inhabitants, 
bringing  in  with  him,  sheep,  small  pigs,  and  poultry,  for  which 
lie  very  often  forgot  to  pay,  though  he  received  good  pay  from 
me  so  long  as  1  had  any,  and  was  ultimately  handsomely  re- 
warded- Our  provisions  now  failed  us  for  want  of  proper 
conduct  in  the  commissair's  department,  and  I  began  to  de- 
tpair.  About  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  we  again  heard  a 
firiog  of  cannon  and  small  arms  ;  instantly  all  was  alarm,  and 
every  thing  in  motion.  My  husband  told  me  to  go  to  a  house 
not  far  off;  1  immediately  seated  myself  in  my  calash,  with 
my  children,  and  drove  off;  but  scarcely  had  we  reached  it 
before  I  discovered  five  or  sis  armed  men  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Hudson  ;  instinctively  1  threw  my  children  down  in  the 
calash,  and  then  concealed  myself  with  them  ;  at  this  mo- 
ment  the  fellows  fired,  and  wounded  an  already  wounded  Eng- 
lish soldier,  who  was  behind  me ;  poor  fellow  I  pitied  him 
exceedingly,  but  at  this  moment  had  no  means  or  power  to 
relieve  him.  A  terrible  cannonade  was  commenced  by  the 
enemy,  which  was  directed  against  the  house  in  which  I  sought 
to  obtain  shelter  for  myself  and  children,  under  the  mistaken 
idea  that  all  the  generals  were  in  it.  Alas  !  it  contained  none 
but  wounded  and  women  ;  we  were  at  lost  obliged  to  resort 
to  the  cellar  for  refuge,  and  in  one  corner  of  this  I  remained 
the  whole  day,  my  children  sleeping  on  the  earth  with  their 
heads  in  my  lap  ;  and  in  the  same  situation  I  passed  a  sleep- 
less night. — Eleven  cannon  balls  passed  through  the  house, 
and  ive  could  distinctly  hear  them  roll  away.  One  poor 
soldier  who  was  lying  on  a  table,  for  the  purpose  of  having 
his  leg  amputated,  was  struck  by  a  shot,  which  carried  away 
his  other ;  his  comrades  had  left  him,  and  when  we  went  to 
his  assistance  we,  found  him  in  a  corner  of  the  room,  into 
which  he  had  crept,  more  dead  than  alive,  scarcely  breatl^- 
ing.  My  reflections  on  the  danger  to  which  my  husband  was 
exposed  now  agonized  me  exceedingly,  and  the  thoughts  rf 
my  children  and  the  necessity  of  struggling  for  theif  preser- 
vation alone  sustained  me. 
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"  The  ladiea  of  tbe  armj'  who  were  with  me,  were  Mra. 
Uarnage,  a  Mrs.  KennelB,  the  widow  of  a  lieutenaot  whB 
was  killed,  and  the  lady  of  the  commissary.  Major  Harnage, 
his  wife,  and  Mrs- Kennels,  made  a  little  room  in  a  comer 
with  curtains  to  it,  aud  wished  to  do  tbe  same  for  me,  but  I 
preferred  being  near  the  door,  in  case  of  fire.  Not  far  off 
my  womeu  slept,  and  opposite  to  us  three  English  officers, 
who,  though  wounded,  were  determined  not  to  be  left  be- 
hind ;  one  of  tbem  was  Captain  Green,  an  aid  de  camp  to 
Major  General  Phillips,  a  very  valuable  officer  and  most 
agreeable  man.  They  each  made  me  a  most  sacred  promise 
not  to  leave  me  behind,  and  in  case  of  sudden  retreat,  that 
they  would  each  of  them  take  one  of  my  children  on  his  horse, 
and  for  myself,  one  of  my  husband's  was  in  constant  readi- 
ness. 

"  Our  cock,  whom  I  have  before  mentioned,  procured  us 
our  meals,  hut  we  were  in  want  of  water,  and  I  was  oflen 
obliged  to  drink  wine  and  to  give  it  to  my  children.  It  was 
the  only  thing  my  husband  took,  which  made  our  faithful 
buuter,  Rockel,  express  one  day  his  apprehensions,  ^that, 
"  the  general  was  weary  of  his  life,  or  fearful  of  being  taken, 
as  he  drank  so  much  wine."  The  constant  danger  which  my 
husband  was  in,  kept  me  in  a  state  of  wretchedness,  and  i 
asked  myself,  if  it  was  possible,  I  should  be  the  only  happy 
one,  and  have  my  husband  spared  to  me  unburt,  exposed  as 
he  was  to  so  many  perils.  He  never  entered  his  tent,  but 
laid  down  whole  nights  by  the  watch  fires ;  this  alone  was 
enough  to  have  killed  him,  the  cold  was  so  intense. 

"  The  want  of  water  distressed  tls  much  ;  at  length  we 
found  a  soldier's  wife  who  had  courage  enough  to  fetch  us 
some  from  the  river,  an  office  nobody  else  would  undertake, 
as  the  Americans  shot  at  every  person  who  approached  it, 
but  out  of  respect  for  her  sex  they  never  molested  her. 

"  I  now  occupied  myself  through  the  day  in  attending  the 
wounded  ;  I  made  them  tea  and  coffee,  aiid  often  shared  my 
dinner  with  them,  for  which  they  offered  me  a  thousand  ex- 
pressions of  gratitude.  One  day  a  Canadian  officer  came  to 
our  cellar,  who  had  scarcely  the  power  of  holding  himself 
upright,  and  we  concluded  he  was  dying  for  want  of  nourish- 
ment ;  I  was  happy  in  offering  him  my  dinner,  which  strength- 
ened him  and  procured  me  his  friendship.  I  now  undertook 
the  care  of  Major  Bloomfield,  another  aid  de  camp  of  Gen- 
eral Phillips,  he  had  received  a  musket  ball  through  both 
cheeks,  which  in  its  course  had  knocked  out  several  of  his 
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t«£th,  and  cut  hii  tongue,  be  could  hold  nothipg  in  bii  naoutb, 
fhe  matter  which  ran  from  his  nouod  almott  choked  hiai( 
and  he  was  not  able  to  take  any  nourishment  except  a  litti* 
•oup,  or  Bomething  liquid  j  we  had  some  RheaUh  wine,  and 
in  the  hope  that  the  acidity  of  it  would  cleaiHe  his  wound,  I 
,gave  bioi  a  bottle  of  it ;  he  took  a  little  now  and  then,  aiul 
with  such  elFect,  that  his  cure  soon  followed  ;  thus  I  added 
another  to  my  stock  of  friends,  and  derived  a  satisfaction 
which  in  the  midst  of  suffering,  served  to  tranquillize  me  aod 
diminish  their  acuteness. 

"  One  day,  ticneral  FhtUipe  accompanied  my  husband, 
at  the  risk  of  their  lives,  on  a  vi»t  to  us,  who,  after  havii^ 
witnessed  our  situation,  said  to  him,  *'  I  would  not  for  ten  thou- 
sand guineas  come  again  to  this  place,  my  heart  is  almost 
broken. " 

"  la  this  horrid  situatifsi  we  remained  six  days ;  a  cessation 
of  hostilities  was  now  spoken  of,  and  eventually  took  place  ;  a 
c<»iveutioii  was  afterwards  agreed  on ;  but  one  day  a  message 
was  sent  to  my  husband  who  bad  visited  me,  and  was  reposing 
ia  my  bed,  to  attend  a  council  of  war,  where  it  was  pr(^>oeed 
to  bi'ffnk  the  convention,  but  to  my  great  joy,  the  majoritv  were 
for  atllici'iiig  to  it  ;  on  tlic  t6tli,  however,  my  husband  had  to 
repair  to  liiij  po^t,  and  1  to  my  cellar ;  this  day  fresh  beef  was 
sei'ved  out  to  Ihc  officers,  who  till  now  had  only  had  salt  provi- 
ei(His,  wbiL-li  was  very  bad  for  their  wounds.  Tlie  good  woman 
who  brought  us  nater,  made  us  an  cscellent  soup  of  the  meat, 
but  1  bad  lost  my  appetite,  and  took  nothing  but  crusts  of  bread 
dipped  in  wine.     Tlie  wounded  officer);,  my  unfortunate  com- 

(anions,  cut  off  the  best  bit  and  presented  it  to  mc  on  a  plate, 
declined  eating  any  Ihuig,  but  they  contended  that  it  was  ne- 
cessary for  me  to  tuke  nourishment,  and  declared  they  would 
not  touch  a  morsel  till  1  aflbrded  them  the  pleasure  of  scemg 
mc  partulic  ;  I  could  no  longer  withstand  their  prbssina;  invita- 
tions, accompanied  as  they  ivere  by  asturaflccs  of  the  happiness 
they  had  ui  olfcring  mc  the  first  good  thing  they  had  in  their 
poner,  and  I  partook  of  a  repast  rendered  palatable  by  the 
kindness  and  good  will  of  my  fellow  suiferers,  forgetting  for  thu 
moment  the  misery  of  our  apartment,  and  tlie  absence  of  almost 
every  comfort. 

"  On  the  nth  of  October,  the  cwivention  was  completed. 
Geneial  Hurgoyiie,  and  the  other  generals  waited  on  the  Amer- 
ican General  Gates  ;  the  troops  laid  down  their  arms,  and  gave 
thcmsehes  un  prisoners  of  war  !  And  now  the  good  woman 
who  bad  supplied  us  with  water  at  the  hazard  of  her  life,  re- 


celvcd  the  reward  of  her  Bervicea  ;  each  of  us  threw  a  handfuL 
of  moQcj  into  her  aproo  and  ehe  got  altogether  about  tweuty 
guineas.  At  such  a  moment  as  Uiis,  how  susceptible  is  tbie 
heart  of  feeluigs  of  gratitude  ! 

"  My  husband  aeai  a  message  to  me  to  come  over  to  hioi 
with  my  children.  1  seated  myself  once  more  in  my  dear  ■ 
cala»h,  and  then  rode  through  the  American  camp.  As  I  pass- 
ed on,  I  observed,  aud  this  was  a  great  cooEolation  to  me,  that 
00  one  eyed  me  witli  looks  of  resentment,  but  that  they  all 
greeted  us,  and  even  showed  compassion  in  their  countraianceii 
at  the  sight  of  a  woman  with  small  children.  I  was,  I  confess, 
afraid  to  go  over  to  tlie  enemy,  as  it  was  quite  a  new  situatioB 
to  me.  When  1  drew  near  the  tents,  a  haiidsoine  man  approach- 
ed and  met  me,  look  my  children  from  Iht  calash^  and  hugged 
and  kissed  them,  which  affecUd  me  aimott  to  tears.  "  You 
tremble,"  said  he,  addressing  himself  to  me,  "be  not  afraid." 
"  No,"  I  answered, "  you  seem  BO  kind  and  tender  to  my  children, 
it  ini-piree  me  with  courage."  He  now  led  me  to  the  tent  of 
General  Gates,  where  I  found  Generals  Burgo^ie  and  Phillips, 
who  were  on  a  friendly  footing  with  the  former.  ISurgoyne^id 
to  me,  "  Never  mind,  your  sorrows  have  now  an  end."  1  an- 
swered him,  "  that  1  should  be  reprehensible  to  liave  any  cares, 
as  he  had  none  ;"  and  I  was  pieced  to  see  him  fm  such  friend- 
ly footuif  with  General  Gates.  All  the  generals  reraauied  to 
dine  vvitli  General  Gates. 

*'  The  sanw  gentleman  who  received  me  bo  kindly,  now 
came  and  said  to  me,  "  You  will  be  very  much  embarrassed  to 
cat  with  all  these  gentlemen  ;  come  vith  your  children  to  my 
tentf  where  I  uill  prepare  for  you  a  frvgal  dinner,  and  give  it 
with  a  free  will."  I  said,  "  You  are  certainly  a  husband  and 
a  father,  you  have  shown  me  so  mvch  kindnest."  1  now  found 
that  he  was  General  Schuyler.  He  treated  me  with  excellent 
smoked  tongue,  beefsteaks,  potatoes,  and  good  bread  and  but- 
ter !  Never  could  1  have  wished  to  eat  a  better  dinner  ;  I  was 
content ;  1  saw  all  around  me  were  so  likewise  ;  and  what  was 
belter  than  all,  my  husband  was  out  of  danger.  When  we  had 
dined,  be  told  me  his  residence  was  at  Albany,  and  that  Gene- 
ral Burgoyne  intended  to  honor  him  as  his  guc^t,  and  invited 
myself  and  children  to  do  so  likewise.  1  asked  my  husband 
how  I  should  act ;  he  told  me  to  accept  the  invitation.  As  it 
was  two  days'  Journey  there,  be  advised  me  to  go  to  a  place 
which  was  about  three  hours'  ride  distant.  General  Schuyler 
bad  the  politeuess  to  send  with  me  a  French  officer,  a  very 
agreeable  Hum,  who  commanded  the  recoanoitring  party,  of  - 


i^eoii,  uui  oilierwise  was  a  mere  simpleton  ;  In 
he  found  out  I  coul(i  speak  his  language,  an 
many  empty  and  impertinent  speeches  to  me 
other  things,  he  could  not  believe  that  I  wa: 
us  he  was  certairi  a  woman  of  >uch  rank  wo 
liusband  ;  he  wished  me  to  remain  with  hin 
better  to  be  with  the  conquerers  than  the  c 
shocked  at  his  impudence,  but  dared  not  si 
and  disdain  I  felt  for  him,  because  it  woul 
place  of  safety.     Towards  evening  he  beggec 
of  his  chamber.     I  told  him  I  was  determim 
room  with  the  wounded  officer  ;  whereon 
pay  me  some  stupid  compliments.     .St  thii 
opened  J  and  my  husband  with  his  aid  de  cam 
said,  '*'  Here,  Sir,  is  my  husband,''  and  at  t 
him  with  scorn,  whereon  he  retired  abashec 
was  80  polite  as  to  offer  his  chamber  to  us. 

"  Some  days  after  this  we  arrived  at  All 
often  wished  ourselves  ;  but  we  did  not  en 
pected  we  should — ^victors  !  We  were  rec< 
General  Schuyler^  his  irt/e,  and  daughters^  n 
kind  friends,  and  they  treated  us  with  the  m( 
tion  and  politeness,  as  they  did  General  Bi 
caused  General  Schuyler's  beautifully  fini$ 
burnt  ;  in  fact,  thev  behaved  like  persons  c 
who  determined  to  buiy  all  recollections  o{th 
the  contemplation  of  our  misfortunes.  Grene 
struck  with  Creneral  Schuyler's  generosity, 
'^  You  show  me  great  kindness,  though  I  ha^ 
injury."     *^  That  was  the  fate  of  war,"  repli< 


fleet  at  Philailelphia,  ami  the  singular  catastrophe  was,  by  the 
Honorable  Francis  Hopkinstm,  made  a  subject  of  the  following 
aaag,  which  has  been,  and  ever  will  be  celebrated  for  the  bril- 
liancy of  its  wit  and  humor. 

THE  BATTLE  OF  THE  KEOS :— A  Bong. 

Tiun — Moggy  Laadtr. 
Oillacitt,  ■llgnd,  wid  heu  ■  tr'nai 

Thrill  Ibrth  humoniolH  dittT  : 
ScnDie  [hint*  111  tell,  which  We  b«MI 
Id  PhiluMphi*  citj. 

Twu  tu\j  ihj,  u  poM*  njr, 

JdiI  whin  Iba  am  wu  lisiBg, 
A  •oldiar  atoiid  on  log  of  wood. 

And  nw  >  ii^l  (drpriaiug. 


He  qiied  ■  Koie  oT  Keg 
Cune  floMinf  down  U 

A  nilor,  loo,  ia  JBrkin  bl 


Hie  itruue  appuruict 
SirMt  dunned  hij  eje»,  In  j 


"  lliae  keg*  now  hold  the  Tebeli  bold, 

it  the  lown 


"  Pick'd  op  like  pickled  hening ; 


"  In  thii  Milt  iraj  aTferTjiiig." 

The  widier  Baw  ;  iha  nilor  too ; 

And  (cu-'d  almori  la  dsith,  Bir, 
Wore  001  their  ihoes  to  ipreul  the  n 

And  ru  till  oM  of  breuh.  Sir. 


SooM  (ire  cried,  which  eotae  denied. 
But  nid  the  etrtb  bad  qutkad  : 

And  girli  end  boje,  with  bideoiu  noise, 
Bu  thnmgh  Ihe  ilrMtB  hilT  naked. 

Sir  William*  he,  miv  u  ■  Bee, 


■  Sir  Williun  Howe. 

t  The  wife  of  JoihnaLoHng,  &  reftigeefratn  Boaton,  nude  cotoniimry  of  pneoo* 
en,  by  General  Howe.  "  The  conBumnule  cnteHiee  praciiaed  on  the  Antcricaa 
priaanen  under  hi*  adnuniatration,  ahnoit  exceed  Ihe  ordinary  powen  of  human  in- 
*antioii.  The  conduct  of  Ihe  Tnrka  in  palling  all  priaonera  to  death,  ia  certainly  much 
oon  rational  tad  bomana,  than  that  of  the  Britiab  amy  lor  the  fint  ibrea  yeua  of 
<h«  A»mcaB  wv,  or  tiU  nAer  tlw  Mftara  d*  AirgojM." 


••  Fer  Ood'*  wka, 

Athiibad 
Sir"    " 


Ihw  capied 
loM  h<  hul  one  b^. 


And  t'other  in  bu  bi 

"  Ths  rebeb— •oro'i  tb«  plly— - 

•>  Without  >  boat,  *!•  dl  on  Moat, 

••  Asd  rmnf'd  beAra  Ibo  alf. 


"  Tbi«rora  prapu*  fiir  btoodf  war  J 
"  ThcH  ksff  nut  all  be  lOMod, 

«  Or  luralf  WO  dnpii'd  ihall  b«, 
"And  BritMi  cowv*  doabud." 

Tbe  rojal  band  now  readf  atand, 

Alt  rtBg'i  m  drMd  amy.  Sir; 
With  (l^aelH  aloBt,  U  >M  it  Ml, 

And  Mka  a  bkiodr  d>7,  Bit. 

Th*  cannon*  roar  from  lAore  to  shore, 

ThB  inuJI  ami  make  a  rattle : 
SincB  war*  begin,  I'm  rare  no  nan 

E'er  Mir  lo  atrange  a  balfte. 

The  rebel  lalea,  the  rebel  dales, 

With  rebd  tieei  ■ntroonded. 
The  diilanl  ooodi,  the  hilli  and  flood*. 

With  rebel  edioee  founded. 

The  fish  below  Bwiin  ID  and  fro, 

Atlack'd  from  ei'ry  qsarter ; 
"  Why  sure,"  thooshl  they,  "  the  devil's  to 

"  'Mongal  felka  dioie  the  water." 

The  keis,  'lis  said,  though  strouglj  made 
or  rebel  slates  and  hoops.  Sir, 

I  oppose  til 


Di»ploy'd  BjDSiinf  CQuraite  : 

And  when  the  sua  wa>  fiur1;f  down, 

Betir'd  to  rap  their  porridge. 


:,  upon  my  word.  Sir, 


Their  valor  to  record,  Bu-. 


*  Sir  William  Erridn*. 


Such  ftili  did  the;  peribnn  ih>t  iaj, 

Upan  iheM  wicked  keg*.  Sir, 
Thai  jetn  lo  come,  if  they  gel  home, 

They'll  m&ke  their  bouu  «diI  bceea,  Kr. 


J^ote  ir.— Page  251. 


The  following  is  an  abstract  of  an  interestiiig  narrative  taken 
from  the  travels  of  the  late  Dr.  Dwight. 

After  the  failure  of  the  expedition  against  the  British  garri- 
son at  Penobscot,  General  Peieg  Wadsworth  was  appointed  in 
the  spring  of  1780,  to  the  command  of  a  party  of  state  troops 
in  Camden,  in  the  District  of  Maine.  At  the  expiration  of  the 
period  for  which  the  troops  were  engaged  in  February  follow- 
mg,  General  Wadsworth  dismissed  his  troops,  retaining  six  sol- 
diers only  as  his  guard,  and  he  was  maliing  preparations  to  de- 
part from  the  place.  A  neighboring  inhabitant  communicated 
his  situation  to  the  British  commander  at  Penobscot,  and  a 
party  of  twenty-five  soldiers  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Stock- 
ton, was  sent  to  make  Itim  a  prisoner.  They  embarked  in  a  small 
schooner,  and  landing  within  four  miles  of  the  general's  quarters, 
they  were  concealed  at  the  house  of  cme  Snow,  a  methodist 
preacher,  professedly  a  friend  to  him,  but  really  a  traitor,  till 
eleven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  where  they  made  their  arrange- 
ments for  the  attack  on  the  general's  quarters.  The  party 
rushed  suddenly  on  the  sentinel,  who  gave  the  alarm,  and  one  of 
his  comrades  instantly  opened  the  door  of  the  kitchen,  and  the 
enemy  were  go  near  as  to  enter  with  the  sentinel.  The  lady  of 
the  general,  and  her  friend  Miss  Fenno,  of  Boston,  were  in  the 
house  at  the  time,  and  Mrs.  Wadsworth  escaped  from  the  room 
of  her  husband  into  that  of  Miss  Fenno.  The  assailants  soon 
became  masters  of  the  whole  house,  except  the  room  where 
the  general  was,  and  which  was  strongly  barred,  and  ibey  kept 
up  a  continual  firing  of  musketry  into  the  windows  and  doors 
except  into  those  of  the  ladies'  room.  General  Wadsivorth 
was  provided  with  a  pair  of  pistols,  a  blunderbuss  and  fusee, 
which  he  empl(^ed  with  great  dexterity,  being  determined  to 
defend  himself  to  the  last  moment.  With  his  pistols,  which 
he  discharged  several  times,  he  defended  the  windows  of  his 
room  and  a  door  which  opened  into  the  kitchen.  His  blunder- 
buss he  snapped  several  times,  but  unfortunately  it  missed  fire, 
he  then  seized  his  fusee,  which  he  discharged  on  some  who  were 
breakiu  throagh(»ie  of  the  windowi>,  and  obliged  them  to  flee. 
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ciitmu-u  uiiii  an  ouiii,   •')uu  luue  laken 
take  yours."      But  Lieutenant  Stockton 
and  saved  his  life.     The  commanding;  olfi 
the  general  for  his  adniirahle  defence,  an 
on  his   clotlies,  saying,  ''yon  see;  ue   are 
lion,  you  must   excuse  haste.''     ^ir^.  V 
blauket  over  him,  aiid  Miss  Fenno  app 
closely  round  his  wounded  arm.     In  thi 
much  exhausted,  he,  with  a  wounded  An 
directed  to  march  on  foot,  while  two  Bi 
diers,  were  mounted  on  a  horse  taken 
bam.     They  departed  in  great  haste.     ^ 
ceeded  about  a  mile,  they  met,  at  a  sma! 
of  people  who  had  collected,  and  who  ii 
taken  General  Wadsworth.     Tbey  said  n 
they  must  leave  a  wounded  man  in  theii 

Eaid  proper  attention  to  him  they  shoul 
ut  if  not,  they  would  burn  down  their 
appeared  to  be  dying. 

General  Wadsworth  was  now  mounted 
the  other  wounded  soldier,  and  was  war 
depended  on  his  silence.  Having  crossed 
pond  about  a  mile  in  length,  they  were  m 
party  who  had  been  left  behind.  At  thi 
the  British  privateer  which  brought  the  p 
the  captain  on  being  told  that  he  must  ret 
prisoner  and  the  party,  and  seeing  some  ( 
ed,  became  outrageous,  and  damned  the  g 
demanded  how  he  dared  to  fire  on  the 
ordered  him  to  help  launch  the  boat,  or 
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and  afibrited  bim  every  comfort  in  bis  porrer.  General  Wad9< 
worth  had  left  the  ladies  in  the  house,  not  a  niDdow  of  which 
escaped  destructicm.  The  doors  were  broken  down,  and  two  of 
the  rooms  were  set  on  fire,  the  floors  covered  with  blood,  and 
on  one  of  them  lay  a  brave  old  soldier,  daneerouslj  wounded, 
begging  for  death,  that  he  might  be  released  irom  misery.  The 
aoxiety  and  distress  of  Mrs.  Wadsworth  was  inexpressible, 
and  that  of  the  general  was  greatly  increased  by  the  nncer- 
taioty  ID  his  mind  respecting  the  fate  of  his  little  son,  only 
fire  years  old,  who  had  been  exposed  to  every  danger  by  the 
firing  ioto  the  house,  hut  he  had  the  happiness  afterwards  to 
bear  of  his  safety.  Having  arrived  at  the  British  post,  the 
capture  of  General  Wadsworth  was  soon  announced,  and  the 
shore  thronged  with  spectators,  to  see  the  man,  who,  throngh 
the  preceding  year,  had  disappointed  all  the  designs  of  the 
British  in  that  quarter  ;  and  loud  shouts  were  heard  from 
the  rabble  which  covered  the  shore  ;  but  when  he  arrived 
at  tbe  fort,  and  was  conducted  into  the  oflicers'  guard  room, 
be  was  treated  with  politeness.  General  Campbell,  the 
commandant  of  tbe  British  garrison,  sent  his  compliments  to 
him,  and  a  surgeon  to  dress  his  wounds,  assuring  faim  that  his 
situation  should  be  made  comfortable.  The  nest  morning, 
General  Campbell  invited  him  to  breakfast,  and  at  table 
paid  bim  many  compliments  on  the  defence  he  had  made, 
observing,  however,  that  he  had  exposed  himself  in  a  degree 
not  perfectly  justifiable.  General  Wadsworth  replied,  that 
from  the  manner  of  tbe  attack,  he  had  no  reason  to  suspect 
any  design  of  taking  bim  alive,  and  that  be  intended  there- 
fore to  sell  his  life  as  dearly  as  possible.  "  But,  Sir,"  says 
General  Campbell,  «  I  understand  that  tbe  captain  of  the 
privateer  treated  yon  very  ill,  I  shall  see  that  matter  set 
right."  He  then  informed  tbe  prisoner,  that  a  room  in  tbe 
officers'  barracks  within  the  fort,  was  prepared  for  faim,  and 
that  be  should  send  his  orderly  sergeant  daily  .to  attend  bim 
to  breakfast  and  dinner  at  his  table.  Having  retired  t«  bis 
solitary  apartment,  and  while  his  spirits  were  extremely 
depressed  by  a  recollection  of  the  past,  and  by  his  present 
situation,  he  received  from  General  Campbell  several  booki 
of  amusement,  and  soon  after  a  visit  from  bim,  kindly  en- 
deavoring to  cbeer  tbe  spirits  of  his  prisoner  by  conversa- 
tion. Not  ICHig  after  tbe  officers  of  tbe  party  called,  and 
among  others  the  redoubtable  captain  of  the  privateer,  who 
called  to  ask  pardon  for  what  had  fallen  from  him  when  in  a 
pamoD,  adding,  that  it  wai  not  in  bis  nature  to  treat  a  gen- 


UenUB  priwur  UI,  that  the  mmpacted  dii^ipointmeBt  of  hk 
oniie  btd  thrown  him  off  hii  guard,  and  he  noped  that  thia 
would  he  deemed  a  ■ofBcient  apolt^.  Thii  General  Wad«- 
warth  accepted.  At  the  hour  of  dming,  he  waa  invited  tO' 
tbe  table  of  the  commaodsnt,  where  1m  met  with  all  th» 
principal  officers  of  the  garruon,  and  from  whom  be  receir- 
ed  particular  attention  and  politeneu.  General  Wadiworth 
aoon  made  Bp[dicBtion  to  the  commandant  for  a  flag  of  tnic«, 
hj  which  meani  he  could  transmit  a  letter  to  the  gorenor 
M  MsBBBchusetti,  and  another  to  Mn.  Wadiworth,  thia  wai 


nanted,  on  the  cooditioo  that  the  letter  to  the  gorernor 
nould  be  inipected.  The  flag  wai  entrusted  to  Lieutenant 
Stockton,  and  on  his  return,  the  general  was  relieved  from 
all  anxiety  respecting  his  wife  and  famiij.  General  Camp- 
bell and  the  ofScers  of  the  garrison  ctxitiiined  their  civili- 
tiea  for  some  time,  and  endeavored,  by  books  and  personal 
▼iiits,  to  render  his  situation  as  pleasant  as  circumstancea 
would  admit  of.  At  the  end  of  five  weeks,  bis  wound  being 
nearly  healed,  he  requested  of  General  Campbell  the  cns- 
tomarj  privilege  of  a  parole,  and  received  in  replj,  that  his 
case  had  been  reported  to  the  commanding  officer  at  New 
York,  and  that  no  alteration  could  be  made  tilt  orders  were 
received  from  that  quarter.  Id  about  two  months,  Mrs. 
Wadswortfa  and  Miss  Fenno  arrived,  and  General  Campbell 
and  some  of  the  officers  contributed  to  render  their  visit 
agreeable  to  all  concerned.  About  the  same  time,  orders 
were  received  from  the  commanding  general  at  New  York, 
which  were  concealed  from  General  Wadsworth,  but  he 
finally  learnt  that  he  was  not  to  be  paroled  nor  exchanged, 
but  waa  to  be  sent  to  England  as  a  rebel  of  too  much  conse- 
quence to  be  at  liberty.  Not  long  afterwardi,  Major  Ben- 
jamin Burton,  a  brave  and  worthy  man,  who  had  served 
under  General  Wadsworth  the  preceding  summer,  was  taken 
and  brought  into  the  fort,  and  lodged  in  the  same  room  with 
General  Wadsworth.  He  had  been  informed,  that  both 
himself  and  the  general  were  to  be  sent,  immediately  after 
the  return  of  a  privateer,  now  out  on  a  cruise,  either  to 
New  York  or  Halifax,  and  thence  to  England.  The  prison- 
ers immediately  resolved  to  make  a  desperate  attempt  to 
effect  their  escape.  They  were  confined  in  a  grated  room 
in  the  officers'  barracks  within  the  fort.  The  walls  of  this 
fortress,  exclusively  of  the  depth  of  the  ditch  surrounding  it, 
were  twenty  feet  high,  with  f raising  on  the  top,  and  cbevaux 
dfi  frise  at  the  bottom.     Two  seutioels  were  aJways  in  the 


entry,  and  their  door,  the  upper  part  of  which  was  of  glass* 
might  be  opened  by  these  watcbinen  whenever  they  thought 
proper,  and  was  actually  opeued  at  seasons  of  peculiar  dark- 
ness and  silence.  At  the  exterior  doors  of  the  entries,  sen-  - 
tinels  were  also  stationed,  as  were  others  io  the  body  of  the 
fort,  and  at  the  quarters  of  General  Campbell.  At  the 
guard  house,  a  strong  guard  was  daily  mounted.  Several 
sentinels  were  stationed  cm  the  walls  of  the  Tort,  and  a  com- 
plete  line  occupied  them  by  night.  Without  the  ditch, 
glacis  and  abattis,  another  complete  set  of  soldiers  patroled 
through  the  night,  also.  The  gate  of  the  foil  was  shut  at 
sunset,  and  a  picquet  guard  was  placed  on  or  near  the  isth- 
mus leading  from  the  fort  to  the  main  land. 

The  room  in  which  they  were  contined  was  ceiled  with 
boards.  One  of  these  they  determined  to  cut  off  so  as  to 
make  a  hole  targe  enough  to  pass  through,  and  then  to  creep 
along  till  they  should  come  to  the  next,  or  middle  entry  ; 
and  then  lower  themselves  down  into  this  entry  by  a  blanket- 
If  they  should  not  be  discovered,  the  passage  to  the  walls  of 
the  fort  was  easy.  In  the  evening,  after  the  sentinels  had 
seen  the  prisoners  retire  to  bed.  General  Wadsworth  got 
up  and  standing  in  a  chair  attempted  to  cut  with  his  knife 
the  intended  opening,  but  soon  found  it  impracticable.  The 
next  day,  by  giving  a  soldier  a  dollar,  Ihey  procured  a  gim- 
blet.  With  this  instrument  they  proceeded  cautiously,  and 
as  silently  as  possible,  to  perforate  the  board,  and  in  order 
to  conceal  every  appearance  from  their  servants  and  from 
the  olhcers  their  visiters,  they  carefully  covered  the  gim- 
blet  holes  with  chewed  bread.  At  the  end  of  three  weeks 
their  labors  were  so  far  completed  that  it  only  remained  to 
cut  with  a  knife  the  parts  which  were  left  to  hold  the  piece 
in  its  place.  When  their  preparations  were  finished,  they 
learned  thai  the  privateer  in  which  they  were  to  embark, 
was  daily  expected.  In  the  evening  of  the  18lh  of  June,  a 
very  severe  storm  of  rain,  with  great  darkness  and  almost 
incessant  lightning  came  on.  This  the  prisoners  considered 
as  the  propitious  moment.  Having  extinguished  their  lights, 
they  began  to  cut  the  comers  of  the  board,  and  in  less  than 
an  hour  the  intended  opening  was  completed.  The  noise 
which  the  operation  occasioned  was  drowned  by  the  rain 
falling  on  the  roof.  Major  Burton  first  ascended  to  the  ceil- 
ing, and  pressed  himself  through  the  opening.  General 
Wadsworth  next,  having  put  the  corner  of  his  blanket 
through  the  hole,  and  made.it  fast  by  a  strong  wooden  skew- 
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er,  attempted  to  make  hit  way  throBgli,  standing  on  a  chair 
below,  bat  it  was  with  extreme  ditficultj  that  he  at  length 
effected  it,  and  reached  the  middle  entrj.  From  this  he 
passed  through  the  door  which  he  found  open,  and  made  hii 
way  to  the  wall  of  the  fort,  and  had  to  encounter  the  great- 
eat  difficulty  before  he  could  ascend  to  the  top.  He  had 
DOW  to  creep  along  the  top  of  the  fort  between  the  sentry 
boxes  at  the  verj'  moment  when  the  relief  was  shifting  sen- 
tinels, but  the  falling  of  beavy  rain  kept  the  sentinels  within 
their  boxes,  and  favored  his  escape.  Having  now  fastened 
bis  blanket  round  a  picket  at  the  top,  he  let  himself  down 
tiirough  the  chevanx  de  frise  to  the  ground,  and  in  a  manner 
agtonishing  to  himself,  made  his  way  into  the  open  field. 
Here  he  was  obliged  to  grope  his  way  among  rocks,  stumps, 
and  brush  in  the  darkness  of  night,  till  he  reached  the  cove. 
Happily  the  tide  had  ebbed  and  enabled  him  to  cross  the 
water  about  a  mile  in  breadth  and  not  more  than  three  feet 
deep.  About  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  General  Wads- 
worth  found  himself  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  fort,  and  he 
proceeded  through  a  thick  wood  and  brush  to  the  Penobscot 
river,  and  after  passing  some  distance  along  the  shore,  being 
seven  miles  from  the  fort,  to  his  unspeakable  joy  he  saw  his 
friend  Burton  advancing  towards  him.  Major  Burton  had 
been  obliged  to  encounter  in  his  course  equal  "dilficulties 
with  bis  companion,  and  such  were  the  incredible  perils, 
dangers  and  obstructions,  which  they  surmounted,  that  their 
escape  may  be  considered  almost  miraculous.  It  was  now 
necessary  they  should  cross  the  Penobscot  river,  and  very 
fortunately  they  discovered  a  canoe  with  oara  on  the  shore 
suited  to  their  purpose.  While  on  the  river  they  discovered 
a  barge  with  a  party  of  British  from  the  fort  in  pursuit  of 
them,  but  by  taking  an  oblique  course,  and  plying  their  oars 
to  the  utmost,  they  happily  eluded  the  eyes  of  their  pursu- 
ers, and  arrived  safe  on  the  western  shore.  After  having 
ing  wandered  in  the  wilderness  for  several  days  and  nights, 
exposed  to  extreme  fatigue  and  cold,  and  with  no  other  food 
than  a  little  dry  bread  and  meat,  which  they  brought  iu  their 
pockets  from  the  fort,  they  reached  the  settlements  on  the 
river  St.  George,  and  no  further  difficulties  attended  their 
return  to  their  respective  families. 


JVole  F. 

There  a  a  particular  transaction  in  the  history  of  our 
Revolutionary  war,  which  was  known  onlj  to  General  Wash- 
ington and  a  single  conhdential  officer,  the  gallant  Major  Lee, 
commander  of  a  corps  of  cavalry.  As  the  story  is  particu- 
larly interesting,  and  as  it  has  never  been  disclosed  to  the 
public,  by  any  historian  except  byAlajor  Lee  in  his  valuable 
memoirs,*  I  cannot  resist  the  temptalion  of  enriching  this 
work  with  the  narration,  in  the  words  of  the  respectable 
author. 

"Lately,  John  Champe,  Serjeant  major  of  the  legion  of 
cavalry,  who  had  been  for  several  months  considered  by  the 
corps  a  deserter,  returned.  This  high-minded  soldier  had 
been  selected  to  undertake  a  very  difficult  and  perilous  pro- 
ject, the  narration  of  which  is  due  to  his  merit,  as  well  aa 
to  the  singularity  of  his  progress. 

'  "  The  treason  of  General  Arnold, — the  capture  of  Andre, 
with  iutetligence  received  by  Washington,  through  his  confi- 
dential agents  in  New  York,  communicating  that  many  of  his 
officers,  and  especially  a  major  general  named  to  him,  were 
connected  with  Arnold,  could  not  fail  to  seize  the  attention 
of  a  commander 'even  less  diligent  and  zealous.  It  engaged 
bis  mind^ntirely,  exciting  sensations  the  most  anxious,  as 
well  as  unpleasant.  The  moment  he  reached  the  army, 
then  under  the  orders  of  Major  General  Greene,  encamped 
in  the  vicinity  of  Tappan,  he  sent  for  Major  Lee,  posted 
with  the  light  troops  some  distance  in  front.  This  officer 
repaired  to  head  quarters  with  celerity,  and  found  the  gen- 
eral in  bis  marquee  alone,  busily  engaged  in  writing. '  So 
soon  as  Lee  entered,  he  was  requested  to  take  a  seat,  and  a 
bundle  of  papers,  lying  on  the  table,  was  given  to  him  for 
perusal.  In  these  much  information  was  detailed,  tending 
to  prove  that  Arnold  was  not  alone  in  the  base  conspiracy 
just  detected,  but  that  the  poison  was  spread  ;  and  thai  a 
major  general,  whose  name  was  not  concealed,  was  certain- 
ly as  guilty  as  Arnold  himself.  This  officer  had  enjoyed 
without  interruption,  the  confidence  of  the  Commander  in 
Chief  throughout  the  war  ;  nor  did  there  exist  a  single  rea- 
son in  support  of  the  accusation.  It  altc^ether  rested  on 
the  intelligence  derived  from  the  papers  before  him.  Major 
Lee,  personally  acquainted  with  the  accused,  could  not  re- 
frain from  suggesting  the  probability,  that  the  whole  was  a 
cootrivance  of  Sir  Henry  Cliatoiif  in  order  to  destroy  that 
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confidence  between  the  commander  and  Iub  officers,  m  which 
the  success  of  military  operations  depend.  This  stiggestim, 
Washington  replied,  was  plausible,  and  deserved  due  coittid- 
eration.  ft  had  earij  occurred  to  his  otvit  mind,  and  had  not 
been  slightly  regarded  ;  but  his  reflections  settled  in  a  con- 
clusion not  to  be  shaken,  as  the  same  suggestion  applied  to 
00  officer  more  forcibly  than  a  few  days  ago  it  would  hare 
done  to  Geaeral  Arnold,  kootvn  now  to  be  a  traitor. 

"  Announcing  this  result  of  his  meditations  with  the  tone 
and  couotenaDce  of  a  mind  deeply  agitated,  and  resolved  on 
its  course,''Lee  continued  silent,  when  the  general  proceed- 
ed :  I  have  sent  for  you,  in  the  expectation  that  you  have  is 
▼our  corps  individuals  capable  and  wilting  to  undertake  an 
indispensable,  delicate,  and  hazardous  project.  Whoever 
comes  forward  on  this  occasion,  will  lay  me  under  great  ob- 
ligations personally  ;  and  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  I 
will  reward  him  amply.  No  time  is  to  be  lost ;  he  must 
proceed,  if  possible,  this  night-  My  object  is' to  prohe  to 
the  bottom  the  afflicting  intelligence  contaijied  in  the  papers 
you  have  just  read, to  seize  Arnold,  ajid  by  getting  him,'>t(i-' 
save  Andre.  They  are  all  connected.  While  mj  emissary 
is  engaged  in  preparing  means  for  the  seizure  of  Anioldy:  the 
guilt  of  olheis  can  be  traced  ;  and  the  tiineiy  delivery  of 
Arnold  to  me,  will  possibly  put  it  into  my  power  to  restore 
the  amiable  and  unfortunate  Andre  to  his  friends-'  My  instruc- 
tions are  ready,  in  which  you  will  find  my  express  orders, 
that  Arnold  is  not  to  be  hurt  ;  but  that  he  be  permitted  to 
escape,  if  to  be  prevented  only  by  killing  him,  as  his  public 
punishment  is  the  only  object  in  view.  This  you  cannot  too 
forcibly  press  on  whoever  may  engage  in  the  enterprise  ; 
and  this  fail  not  to  do-  With  my  instructions  are  two  letters, 
to  he  delivered  as  ordered,  and  here  are  some  guineas  for 
expenses. 

"  Major  Lee  replying,  said,  that  he  had  little  or  uo  doubt 
but  that  his  legion  contained  many  individuals  daring  enough 
for  any  operation,  however  perilous  ;  but  that  the  one  in 
view,  required  a  combination  of  qualities  not  easily  to  be 
found,  unless  in  a  commissioned  officer,  to  whom  he  could 
not  venture  to  propose  an  enterprise,  the  first  step  to  which 
was  desertion.  That  thoui;h  the  serjeant  major  of  the  cav- 
alry was  in  all  respects  qualilied  for  the  delicate  and  adven- 
turous project,  and  to  him  it  might  be  proposed  without  in- 
delicacy, as  his  station  did  not  interpo.se  the  obstacle  before 
stated;  yet.it  was  very  probable  that  the  same  difficulty 


APPSMDIX.  371 

would  occur  in  his  breast,  to  remore  wbicb  would  not  b« 
easy,  if  practicable. 

'  "  Washington  was  highly  pleased  with  finding  that  a  non> 
commissioned  officer  was  deemed  capable  of  eiecutii^  hii 
Tiews  ;  as  he  had  felt  extreme  difficulty  is  authoruiug  ao 
invitation  to  officers,  who  generally  are,  and  always  onght  to 
be,  scrupQlous  and  nice  in  adhering  to  the  course  of  honor. 
He  asked  the  name,  the  country,  the  age,  the  size,  length  of 
service,  and  character  of  the  sergeant. 

"  Being  told  his  name, — that  he  was  a  native  of  Loudoa 
county  in  Virginia  ;  about  twenty-four  years  of  age, — thai  he 
had  enlisted  in  1776, — rather  above  the  common  size,  full  of 
bone  and  muscle,  with  a  saturnine  couutenance,  grave, 
thoughtful  aed  taciturn,-~of  tried  courage  and  inflexible  per- 
severance, and  as  likely  to  reject  an  overture  coupled  with 
ignominy  as  any  officer  in  the  corps  ;  a  couunission  being  the 
goal  of  his  loiig  and  anxious  exertions,  and  certain  on  the  first 
vacancy. 

"The  general  exclaimed,  that  be  was  the  very  m^  fox  ' 
the  busioeis  ;  that  he  must  uadertake  it ;  and  that  going  to 
the  enemy  by  the  iastigalion  and  at  the  request  of  his  officer^ 
was  ntit  desertion,  though  it  appeared  to  be  so  ;  and  be  en* 
joined  that  this  explanation,  as  coming  from  him,  should  be 
pressed  oa  Champe  ;  and  that  the  vast  good  in  prospect  should 
be  contrasted,  with  the  mere  semblance  of  doing  wrong, 
which  he  presumed,  could  not  fail  to~&onquer  every  scruple. 
Major  Lee  assured  the  general,  that  every  exertion  would 
be  assayed  on  his  part  to  execute  his  wishes  ;  and  takmg 
leave,  returned  to  the  camp  of  the  light  corps,  which  tm 
reached  about  eight  o'clock  at  night.  ■  Sending  instantly  for 
the  sergeant  major,  he  introduced  the  business' m  the  way 
best  calculated,  as  he  thought,  to  produce  his  concurrence } 
and  dilated  largely  on  the  veir  great  obligations  he  would 
confer  on  the  Commander  in  Chief,  whose  unchanging  and 
active  beneficence  to  the  troops  had  Justly  drawn  to  him  their 
afiection,  which  would  he  merely  nominal,  if,  when  an  oppor- 
tunity should  offer  to  any  indtvidnal  of  ooutributiag  to  the 
promotion  of  his  views,  that  tqiportunity  was  not  sealousl; 
embraced.  That  the  one  now  presented  to  him  had  never 
before  occurred,  and  in  all  proDability  would  never  occur 
again,  even  should  the  war  continue  for  ages  ;  it  being  most 
rare  for  these  distinct  consequences,  all  of  primary  weight, 
to  be  comprised  within  a  single  operatim,  and  that  operatioe 
neceBsarily  to  be  eatmsted  to  one  najb  ^bo  would  want  bit 
47  -  '  ' 
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oae  or  two  associates  in  the  active  part  of  its  executiobl 
That  the  chance  of  detection  became  extremely  narrow,  and 
coneequeDtly  that  or  success  enlarged.  That  by  succeeding 
in  the  safe  delivery  of  Arnold,  he  not  only  gratified  his  gene- 
ral in  the  most  acceptable  manner,  but  be  would  be  hailed 
as  the  avenger  of  the  reputation  of  the  army,  stained  by  foul 
and  wicked  perfidy  ;  and  whatcould  not  but  be  highly  pleas- 
ing, he  would  be  the  instrument  of  saving  the  life  of  Major 
Andre,  sood  to  be  brought  before  a  court  of  inquiry,  the  de- 
cision of  which  could  not  be  doubted,  from  the  universally 
known  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  had  been  anticipated 
in  the  general's  instructions.  That  by  investigating  with  dili- 
gence and  accuracy  the  intelligence  communicated  to  him, 
He  would  bring  to  light  new  guilt,  or  he  would  relieve  inno- 
cence, as  was  most  probable,  from  distrust  ;  quieting  the 
torturing  suspicions  which  now  harrowed  the  mind  of  Wash- 
uigton,  and  restoring  agam  to  his  confidence  a  once  honored 
general,  possessing  it  at  present  only  ostensibly,  as  well  as 
bush  doubts  aflectii^  many  of  his  brother  soldiers. 

"  In  short,  the  accomplishment  of  bo  much  good  was  in  it- 
self too  attractive  to  be  renounced  by  a  generous  mind  ;  and 
when  connected  with  the  recollection  of  the  high  honor  which 
the  selection  shed  on  him  as  a  soldier,  he  ought  not,  he 
must  not,  pause.  The  discourse  was  followed  by  a  detail  of 
the  plan,  with  a  wish  that  he  would  enter  on  its  execution  in- 
stantly. '  Champe  listened  with  deep  attention,  and  with  a 
highly  excited  countenance  ;  the  perturbations  of  bis  breast 
liot  being  hid  even  by  his  dark  visage.  He  briefly,  and 
modestly  replied,  that  no  soldier  exceeded  him  iu  respect 
and  affection  for  the  Commander  in  Chief,  to  serve  whom  he 
would  willingly  lay  down  his  life  ;  and  that  he  was  sensible 
of  the  honor  conferred  by  the  choice  of  him  for  the  execu- 
tion of  a  project  all  over  arduous  ;  nor  could  he  be  at  a  loss 
to  know  to  whom  was  to  be  ascribed  the  preference  bestow- 
ed, which  he  took  pleasure  in  acknowledging,  though  increas- 
ing obligations  before  great  and  many. 

"  That  he  was  charmed  with  the  plan.  Even  its  partial 
success  would  lead  to  great  good  ;  as  it  would  give  peace  to 
the  generaPs  mind,  and  do  justice,  as  he  hoped,  to  innocence. 
Full  success,  ndded  powerful  and  delicious  personal  incite- 
ments, as  well  as  the  gratification  of  the  general  and  army. 
He  was  not,  he  said,  deterred  by  the  danger  and  difficulty 
which  was  evidently  to  be  encountered,  but  he  was  deterred 
by  the  ignominy  of  desertion,  to  be  followed  by  the  hypo- 
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ciisy  of  enliating  with  the  enemy  ;  neither  of  which  comport- 
ed with  his  feelings,  and  either  placed  an  insuperable  bar  in 
hia  way  to  promotion. 

"  He  concluded  by  observing,'  if  any  mode  could  be  con- 
trived free  from  disgrace,  he  would  cordially  embark  in  the 
enterprize.  As  it  was,  he  prayed  to  be  excused  ■'and  hoped 
that  services,  always  the  best  in  his  power  to  perform,  faith- 
fully  executed,  did  entitle  his  prayer  to  success.  The  ob- 
jections at  lirst  apprehended,  now  to  be  combated,  were  ex- 
tended to  a  consequence  which  had  not  suggested  itself. 
-Lee  candidly  admitted  that  he  had  expected  the  first  objec- 
tion made,  and  that  only  ;  which  bad  been  imparted  to  the 
general,  whogavetoit  full  consideration,  and  concluded  by  de- 
claring, that  the  crime  of  desertion  was  not  incurred;  as'no 
act  done  by  the  soldier  at  the  request  of  the  Commander  in 
Chief  could  be  considered  as  desertion,'and  that  an  action  so 
manifestly  praiseworthy  as  that  to  be  performed,  when  known, 
would  dissipate  by  its  own  force  the  reflections  excited  b; 
appearances,  which  do  douht  would  be  acrimonious,  leaving 
the  actor  in  full  enjoyment  of  the  future  rich  rewards  of  his 
virtue.  That  the  reflectingmindpughtnot  to  balance  between 
the  achievement  of  so  much  good,  and  the  doing  wrong  in 
semblance  only  ;  to  which  Major  Lee  subjoined,  that  when 
in  consequence  of  the  general's  call  on  him  for  a  soldier 
capable  and  willing  to  execute  a  project  so  tempting  to 
the  brave,  he  considered  himself  and  corps  highly  honored  ; 
and  that  ha  should  consider  himself  reduced  to  a  mortifying 
condition,  if  the  resistance  to  the  undertaking  compelled  him 
to  inform  the  general  that  he  must  recur  to  some  other  corps 
to  provide  an  agent  to  execute  this  necessary  and  bold  eli- 
te rprize. 

"He  entreated  the  sergeant  to  ask. himself  what  must  be 
the  sensations  of  his  comrades,  if  a  soldier  from  some  other 
corps  should  execute  the  enterprize,  when  they  should  be 
told  that  the  glory  transferred  to  the  regiment  of  which  be 
was  one,  might  have  been  enjoyed  by  the  legion,  bad  not  ser- 
geant Champe  shrunk  from  the  overture  made  to  him  by  his 
general,  rattier  than  reject  scruples  too  narrow  and  confined 
to  he  permitted  to  interfere  with  grand  and  virtuous  deeds. 
The  tsprit  du  eorpi  could  not  be  resisted,  and  united  to  his  in- 
clination, it  subdued  his  prejudices,  and  he  declared  his  will- 
ingness to  conform  to  the  wishes  of  the  general ;  relying,  as 
be  confidently  did,  that  his  reputation  would  be  protected  by 
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those  who  had   indoeed  him  to  andertftke  the  entefprize, 
•hould  he  be  uafortunate  in  the  tttetapt. 

>"  The  instructions  fvere  read  to  hisi,  aod  every  distinet 
object  presented  [rifttnly  to  hii  view,  of  which  he  took  ootea 
M  diiguited  as  to  be  understood  only  by  himself.  ^   He  was 

Krticalarly  cautioned  to  use  the  utmost  circumspeclioD  in 
lirerug  his  letters,  and  to  take  care  to  ivithhoid  from  the 
two  individuals,  addressed  under  feigned  names,  knofrledge 
ef  each  other  ;  for  though  both  had  long  been  in  the  confi- 
dence of  the  general,  yet  it  rrat  not  knonn  by  one  that  the 
other  was  so  engaged.  .^ 

"  He  was  further  nrged  to  bear  in  constant  recol]ectHn 
the  solemn  bjanction  so  pointedly  expressed  in  the  instinc- 
tions  to  Major  Lee,  of  forbearing  to  kill  Arnold  in  any  coadi- 
tion  of  things. 

"  'Hub  part  of  the  bnsiness  being  finished,  the  mejor'i  md 
•ergeant's  deliberations  were  turned  to  the  rnHBoer  of  the 
letter's  desertion  ;  for  it  was  well  known  to  both,  that  to 
pass  the  Dumerous  patroles  of  horse  and  foot  crossing  from 
the  stationary  guards,  was  itself  difficult,  which  was  now 
rendered  more  so  by  parties  thrown  occasionally  beyond  the 
place  called  Liberty  Pole,  as  well  as  by  swarms  of  irre- 
gulars,  induced  sometimes  to  venture  down  to  the  very  point 
of  Panlus'  Hook,  with  the  hope  of  picking  op  booty.  Evident- 
ly discernible  as  were  the  difficulties  iu  the  way,  no  relief 
could  be  administered  by  Major  Lee,  lest  it  might  induce  a 
belief  that  he  was  privy  to  the  desertion,  which  opinion  get- 
tii^  to  the  enemy  would  involve  the  life  of  Champe.  The 
sergeant  was  left  to  his  own  resources  and  to  his  own  matr 
•gement,  with  the  declared  determination  that  in  case  bis 
departure  should  be  discovered  before  morning,  Lee  would 
take  care  to  delay  pursuit  as  l(»ig  as  was  practicable. 

'  "  Givii^  to  the  sergeant  three  guineas,  and  presenting  hie 
best  wishes,  he  recommended  him  to  start  without  delay, 
and  enjoined  him  to  communicate  his  arrival  in  New  York  as 
soon  thereafter  as  might  be  practicable.  Champe  pulling 
ODt  his  watch,  compared  it  with  the  major's,  reminding  the 
latter  of  the  importance  of  holding  back  pursnit,  which  he 
was  convinced  woild  take  place  in  the  course  of  the  night, 
and  which  might  be  fatal,  as  he  knew  that  he  should  be  oblig- 
ed to  zigzag  in  order  to  avoid  the'patroles,  which  would  coa- 
snoae  time.  It  was  now  nearly  eleven.  The  sei^eant  re- 
turned to  camp  and  taking  his  ctoak,  valice  and  orderly  book, 
be  drew  bis  borie  from  the  picquet,  and  mouDting  bim  put 
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bling  an  Indian  in  hii  vigilance,  the  eergeaut  at  the  Bame  mo- 
ment discovered  the  party,  to  whose  object  he  was  no  strang- 
er, and  giving  spur  to  his  horse,  he  determined  to  outBtrip  his 
pursuers.  Middleton  at  the  same  instant  pnt  his  horses  to  the 
top  of  their  speed  ;  and  being,  as  the  legion  all  were,  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  country,  he  recollected  a  short  route  through 
the  woods  to  the  bridge  below  Bergen,  which  diverged  from 
the  great  road  just  after  you  gain  the  Three  Pigeons.  Reachiug 
the  point  of  separation,  he  halted,  and  divided  his  party,  di- 
rected a  sergeant  with  a  few  dragoons  to  take  the  near  cut, 
and  possess  with  all  possible  despatch  the  bridge,  while  he 
with  the  residue,  followed  Champe  ;  not  doubting  but  that 
Champe  must  deliver  himself  up,  as  be  would  be  enclosed 
between  himself  and  his  sergeant.  Champe  did  not  forget 
the  short  cut,  and  would  have  taken  it  himself,  but  he  knew 
it  was  the  usual  route  of  our  parties  when  returning  in  the 
day  from  the  neighborhood  of  the  enemy,  properly  preferring 
the  woods  to  the  road.  He  consequently  avoided  it ;  and 
persuaded  that  Middleton  would  avail  himself  of  it,  wisely 
resolved  to  relinquish  his  intentioa  of  getting  to  Paulus'  Hook, 
and  to  seek  refuge  from  two  British  galleys,  laying  a  few 
miles  to  the  west  of  Bergen. 

"  This  was  a  station  always  occupied  by  one  or  two  gal- 
leys, and  which  it  was  known  now  lay  there.  Entering  the 
village  of  Bergen,  Champe  turned  to  his  right,  and  disguising 
&  his  change  of  coui^  as  much  as  he  could  by  taking  the  beaten 
streets,  turning  as  they  turued,  he  passed  through  the  village 
and  took  the  road  towards  Elizabethtown  Point.  Middleton's 
sergeant  gained  the  bridge,  where  he  concealed  himself, 
ready  to  pounce  on  Champe,  when  he  came  up  ;  and  Mid- 
dleton, pursuing  his  course  through  Bergen,  soon  got  also  to 
the  hri^e,  when,  to  his  extreme  mortification,  he  found  that 
the  sergeant  had  slipt  through  his  fingers.  Returning  up  the 
road,  he  enquired  of  the  villagers  of  Bergen,  whether  a  dra- 
goon bad  been  seen  that  morning  preceding  his  party.  He 
was  answered  in  the  affirmative,  but  could  learn  nothii^ 
satisfactory  as  to  the  route  he  had  taken.  While  engaged 
in  enquiries  himself,  he  spread  his  party  through  the  village 
to  strike  the  trail  of  Champe's  horse,  a  resort  always  recur- 
red to.  Some  of  his  dragoons  hit  it,  just  as  the  sergeant,  leav- 
ing the  village,  got  in  the  road  to  the  point.  Pursuit  was 
renewed  with  vigor,  and  again  Champe  was  descried.  He, 
apprehending  the  event,  had  prepared  himself  for  it,  by  lash- 
ing his  valice,  co&taioiug  his  clothes  and  orderly  book,  on  hia 
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■liMildert,  and  holdiiu  hu  dratni'  iwovd  ia  bii  htod,  bavinf 
thromi  awaj  iu  tcaDbard.  Thii  he  did  to  Mve  what  wh 
bditpeiuable  to  him,  and  to  prevent  any  interrnption  to  ha 
itrimmu^  rrom  the  icabbard,  ifaould  Middlatoo,  ai  be  pre- 
aumed,  wbaa  dinpm^ted  at  the  bridge,  take  the  meararea 
•doptnl  bf  him.  Tbe  punnit  vm  rapid  and  clow,  ai  the 
•top  occaiioaed  bj  the  (ergeant't  preparations  for  itvimming 
had  brought  Middletm  wiUiio  two  or  three  hundred  jrarda. 
Aa  loco  aa  Champe  got  abreast  of  the  ralleri,  be  diimonnted, 
and  rmming  through  the  marsh  to  tbe  river  he  plunged  icte  it, 
CBlliog  on  tbe  galleys  for  help.  This  wu  reaailr  given  ; 
^ej  fired  on  our  horse,  and  sent  a  boat  to  meet  Champe, 
iiho  Tras  taken  in  and  carried  on  board,  and  conveyed  to  New 
York  with  a  letter  from  the  captain  of  the  galley,  atatiif  the 
past  scene,  all  of  which  he  had  seen. 

"Tbe  horse  with  his  equipments,  the  sergeant's  oloak 
and  iword  scabbard,  were  recovered  ;  the  sword  itself,  be- 
ng  held  by  Cbampe  till  he  plunged  into  the  river,  was  lost, 
as  Middleton  found  it  necessary  to  retire  without  searching 
for  it. 

"  About  three  o'clock  in  the  evening,  oar  party  returned, 
and  the  soldiers,  seeing  the  horse,  well  known  to  them,  in 
our  posaessioD,  made  the  air  resouad  with  exclamations  that 
the  scoundrel  was  killed. 

"  Major  Lee,  called  by  this  heart  rending  annunciation 
from  his  tent,  saw  the  sergeant's  horse  led  by  one  of  Middle- 
ton's  dragoons,  and  began  to  reproach  himself  with  the  blood 
of  the  highly  prized,  faithful,  and  intrepid  Champe.  Stifling 
his  agony,  be  advanced  tameetMiddleton,  and  became  some- 
what relieved  as  soon  as  he  got  near  enough  to  discern  the 
countenance  of  his  officer  and  party.  There  was  evidence 
in  their  looks  of  disappointment,  and  he  was  quickly  relieved 
by  Middleton's  information  that  tbe  sergeant  had  effected  his 
escape  with  the  loss  of  his  horse,  and  narrated  the  particu- 
lars just  recited. 

"  Lee's  joy  was  now  as  full,  as  the  moment  before,  his  tor* 
ture  had  been  excruciating.'  Never  was  a  happier  conclu- 
sion. The  sergeant  escaped  unhurt,  carrying  with  him  to 
tbe  enemy  mideaiable  testimony  of  the  sincerity  of  bis  deser- 
tion,— cancelling  every  apprehension  before  entertained,  lest 
the  enemy  might  suspect  him  of  being  what  he  really  was. 
. "  Major  Lee  imparted  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  the  oc- 
curreucO]  who  was  sensibly  affected  by  tbe  hair  breadth  es- 
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cape  of  Champe,  and  anticipated  with  pleasare  the  good  ef- 
fect sure  to  follow  the  eneiOT's  knowledge  of  its  manner. 

"  On  the  fmrth  day  alter  Champe's  departure,  Lee  received 
a  letter  from  him,  written  the  day  before  in  a  dlBguised  hand, 
ivithout  any  signature,  and  stating  what  had  p.ifised  alter  be 
got  on  board  the  galley,  where  he  was  kindly  received. 

"  He  was  carried  to  the  commandant  of  New  York  as  BO(m 
as  he  arrived,  and  presented  the  letter  addressed  to  this  officer 
from  tbe  captain  of  the  galley.  Bemg  asked  to  what  corps  he 
belonged,  and  a  few  other  common  questions,  be  was  sent  under 
care  of  an  orderly  sergeant,  to  the  adjutant  general,  who,  find- 
ing that  he  was  sergeant  major  of  the  legion  of  horse,  heretofore 
remarkable  for  their  fidelity,  he  began  to  interrogate  him.  He 
was  told  by  Champe,  that  such  was  the  spirit  of  defection 
which  prevailed  among  the  American  troops,  in  consequence  of 
Arnold's  example,  that  he  had  no  doubt,  if  tlie  temper  was  pro- 
perly cherished,  Washington's  ranks  would  not  only  be  greatly 
thinned,  but  that  some  of  his  best  corps  would  leave  liim. '  To 
this  conclusion,  the  sergeant  said,  he  was  led  by  his  own  ob- 
servations, and  especially  by  bis  knowledge  of  the  discontents 
which  agitated  tbe  corps  to  which  he  had  belonged.  His  size, 
place  of  birth,  his  form,  countenance,  color  of  his  hair,  the 
^corps  in  which  he  bad  served,  with  other  remarks  in  conformity 
to  the  British  usage,  was  noted  in  a  large  folio  book.  AfYer  this 
was  finished,  he  was  sent  to  Uie  Commander  in  Chief,  in  charge 
of  (me  of  the  staff,  with  a  letter  from  the  adjutant  gcAcral. 
Sir  Henry'Clinton  treated  him  very  kindly,  and  detaineij  him 
naore  than  an  hour,  asking  him  many  questions;  all  leading, — 
first  to  know  to  what  extent  this  spirit  of  defection  might  be 
pushed  by  proper  incitements, — what  were  the  most  operating 
incitements, — whether  any  general  officers  were  suspected  by 
Washiogtoa  as  concerned  in  Arnold's  conspiracy,  or  any  other 
officers  of  note ; — who  they  were,  and  whether  the  troops 
approved  or  censured  Washington's  suspicions, — whether  his 
popularity  in  the  army  was  sinking,  or  contmued  stationary. 
What  was  Major  Andre's  situation, — whether  any  change  had 
taken  place  in  tbe  manner  of  his  confinement, — what  was  the 
current  opuiion  of  his  probable  fate, — and  whether  it  waa 
thought  Washington  would  treat  him  as  a  spy.  To  these  vari- 
ous interrogations,  some  of  which  were  perplexing,  Champe 
answered  warily  ;  exciting,  nevertheless,  hopes  that  the  adop- 
tion of  proper  measures  to  encourage  desertion,  of  which  be 
could  not  pretend  to  form  an  opinicxi,  would  certainly  bring  off 
hundreds  of  the  American  soldiers,  including  some  of  the  best 
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troops,  hone  tx  well  as  foot.  Respecting  the  fhtc  of  Andre, 
be  said  be  was  ignorant,  though  there  apocared  to  be  a  general 
wipb  in  the  army  tbat  his  life  shonld  not  be  taken  ;  inti  that  be 
believed  it  would  depend  mort:  oa  Uie  diqMMtion  of  Cmi^reM, 
than  on  the  will  of  Washington. 

'"After  this  long  conrersatim  ended,  Sir  Henry  presented 
Champe  with  a  couple  of  guineas,  and  recooi mended  him  to 
wait  on  General  Arnold,  who  was  engaged  in  raising  an  Ameri- 
can legion  in  the  service  of  his  majesty.'  He  directed  one  of 
his  aids  to  write  to  Arnold  by  Champe,  stating  who  be  was, 
«nd  what  he  had  said  about  the  disposition  in  tbe  army  to  ftrf- 
low  his  example,  which  was  very  soon  dme  ;  it  was  given  to 
the  orderly  attending  on  Champe,  to  be  presented  with  the  de- 
■erter  to  General  Arnold.  •  Arnold  eipressed  much  satisfaction 
on  hearing  from  Champe  the  manner  of  his  escape,  and  the 
effect  of  Arnold's  esample ;  and  concluded  bis  numereos  in- 
quiries by  asxigning  quarters  to  the  sei^eant, — the  same  as 
Were  occupied  by  his  recruiting  sergeants. 

*'  He  aim  proposed  to  t^hampe  to  join  his  legion,  telliiw  him 
Ite  could  give  him  the  same  fetation  he  had  held  m  the  rebd  ser- 
vice, and  promismg  further  advancement  when  merited.  Express- 
ing his  wish  to  retire  from  war,  and  bis  conviction  of  Ihe  cer- 
tainty of  his  being  hung  if  ever  taken  by  the  rebeU,  he  begged 
to  he  excused  from  enlistment ;  assuring  the  general,  tnat 
should  he  change  his  mind,  be  ivoutd  certainly  accept  hh  offer. 
Retiring  to  the  asMgned  quarters,  Champe  now  turned  his  at- 
tention to  the  delivery  of  his  letters,  which  he  could  not  effect 
til)  the  next  night,  and  then  only  to  one  of  the  two  incogniti  to 
whom  he  was  recommended.  This  man  received  tiie  sergeant 
with  extreme  attention,  and  having  read  titc  letter,  aiisurcd 
Champe  that  he  might  rely  on  liis  faithful  cooperation  in  doing 
every  thing  in  his  power  consistently  with  bis  safety,  to  guard 
which  required  the  utmost  prudence  and  circumspection.  ■  The 
sole  object  in  which  the  aid  of  this  individual  was  required,  re- 
garded the  general  and  others  of  our  army,  implicated  in  the 
information  sent  to  Washington  by  him.  To  this  object  Champe 
urged  bis  attenti<m,  assuring  him  of  tlie  solicitude  it  had  excit- 
ed, and  telling  him  that  this  speedy  mvestigation  had  induced 
the  general  to  send  him  into  New  York.  Promising  to  enter 
on  it  witli  zeal,  and  engaging  to  send  out  Champe's  letters  to 
Major  Lee,  he  fixed  tbe  time  and  place  for  their  next  meeting, 
wlien  they  separated. 

"  I>ec  made  known  to  the  general  what  had  been  transmitted 
to  him  by  Champe,  and  received  in  answer  directions  to  press 
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Champe  to  the  expeditious  coQcluEim  of  his  missioa,  as  tlie  fata 
of  Andre  would  be  bood  decided,  when  little  or  no  dela;  could 
be  admitted  in  executing  whatever  sentence  the  court  might 
decree.  '  The  same  messenger  who  brought  Champe's  letter, 
returned  with  the  ordered  communicaticHi.  Five  days  had 
nearly  elapsed  after  reaching  New  Vork,  before  Champe  saw 
t^  confidant  to  whom  only  the  attempt  against  Arnold  was  to 
be  entrusted.  This  person  entered  with  promptitude  into  tho 
design,  promisii^  his  cordial  assistance.  To  procure  a  proper 
associate  to  Champe  was  the  first  object,  and  this  he  promised 
to  do  with  all  possible  despatch.'  Furnishing  a  conveyance  to 
Lee,  we  again  lieard  from  Champe,  who  stated  what  I  have 
related,  with  the  additional  intelligence  that  he  had  that  morn- 
ing, the  last  of  September,  been  appointed  oite  of  Arnold's 
recruitii^  sergeants,  having  enlisted  the  day  before  with  Arnold ; 
and  that  he  vfas  induced  to  take  this  afQictiag  Gtep,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  securing  uninterrupted  ingress  and  egress  to  the  house 
which  the  general  occupied,  it  being  indispensable  to  a  spee^ 
conclusion  of  the  difficult  enterprise  which  the  information  he 
had  just  received  had  so  forcibly  ui^ed.  He  added,  that  the 
difficulties  in  his  way  were  numerous  and  stubhom,  and  that  his 
jjiospect  of  success  was  by  no  means  cheering.  '  With  respect 
^0  the  additional  treascoi,  he  asserted  that  he  had  every  reason 
to  believe  that  it  was  groundless  -,^that  the  report  took  its  rise 
in  the  oiemy's  camp,  and  that  he  hoped  soon  to  clear  up  tliie 
matter  satisfactorily.  The  pleasure  which  the  last  part  of  this 
commuiiicatiim  afforded  was  damped  by  the  tidings  it  imparted 
respecting  Arnold,  as  on  his  speedy  delivery  depended  Andre's 
relief.  The  itferposition  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  who  was  ex- 
tremely anxious  to  save  his  much  loved  aid  de  camp,  still  con- 
tinued ;  and  it  was  expected  the  examination  of  witnesses  and 
the  defence  of  the  prisoner,  would  protract  the  decision  of  the 
court  of  inquiry,  now  assembled,  and  give  sufficient  time  for  the 
consummation  of  the  project  committed  to  Champe.  A  com- 
plete disappointment  took  place  from  a  quarter  unforeseen,  and 
unexpected.  The  honorable  and  accomplished  Andre,  know- 
ing his  guilt,  disdained  defence,  and  prevented  the  examinatioa 
of  witnesses,  by  confessing  the  character  in  which  he  stood. 
On  the  next  day,  the  3d  of  October,  the  court  again  assembled, 
when  every  doubt  that  could  possibly  arise  in  the  case  having 
heen  removed  by  the  previous  confession,  Andre  was  declared 
to  be  a  spy,  and  condemned  to  suffi^r  accordingly. 

*'  The  sentence  was  executed   on  the  subsequent  day  in  the 
usual  form,  the  Commander  in  Chief  deeming  it  improper  to 


interpose  any  delay.  In  this  deciskm  he  ms  wunateA  hj  the 
Terr  anpromiaing  intelligeDce  received  froni  Champe,— bj  the 
■till  existing  implicition  of  other  officer*  in  Arwrfd's  coik 
■piracy, — by  a  due  r^ard  to  public  opintoo, — and  by  real  ten- 
aemem  to  the  condemned. 

"  Neither  Congress  nor  the  nation  conld  have  been  with  pro- 
priety inTonned  of  the  cauM  of  the  delay,  and  wi^out  snch  i»- 
An-mation  it  must  have  excited  in  both,  alarm  wd  so^icioa. 
Andre  himseir  could  not  hare  been  entmeted  with  the'aecret, 
and  would  consequently  hare  attributed  the  unlodced  for  evcot 
td  the  expostulation  and  exertion  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
which  would  not  fail  to  produce  in  his  breast  expectations  of 
ultimate  relief ;  to  excite  which  would  have  been  crud,  aa 
the  realization  of  such  expectation  depended  only  on  a  ponible 
bnt  improbable  c(»itingency.  The  fate  of  Andre,  hastened  by 
himself,  deprived  the  enterprise  committed  to  Cbampe  of  a 
feature  which  had  be^  highly  prixed  Inr  its  prt^tor,  and 
which  had  veir  much  engaged  the  heart  of  the  individael  cboa- 
en  to  execute  it. 

"  Washington  ordered  Major  Lee  to  communicate  what  had 
passed  to  the  sergeant,  with  directions  to  encourage  bim  to 
prosecute  with  unrelaxerl  vigor  the  remaining  objects  of  his  in- 
structions, but  to  intermit  haste  in  the  execution  only  so  far  aa# 
was  compatible  with  fiual  success. 

"  This  was  accordingly  done,  by  the  first  opportunity,  in  the 
manner  directed.  '  Champe  deplored  the  sad  necessity  which 
occurred,  and  candidly  c(nifessed  that  the  hope  of  enabling 
Washington  to  save  the  life  of  Andre,  who  had  been  the  subject 
of  universal  commiseration  in  the  American  camp,  greatly  con- 
tributed to  remove  the  serious  difficulties  which  opposed  his 
acceding  to  the  proposition  when  first  propounded.  ■  Some  doc- 
nments  accompanied  this  communication,  tending  to  prove  the 
innocence  of  the  accused  general  ;  they  were  completely 
satisfactory  and  did  credit  to  the  discrimination,  zeal  and  dili- 
gence of  the  sergeant.  Lee  enclosed  them  immediately  to  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  who  was  pleased  to  express  the  satisfac- 
tion he  derived  from  the  informaticHi,  and  to  order  the  major  to 
wait  on  him  the  next  day  ;  when  thie  whole  subject  was  re- 
examined, and  the  distrust  heretofore  entertained  of  the  accus- 
ed was  forever  dismissed.*     Nothing  now  remained  to  be  dime 

*  Copj  of  a  letter  frotn  Ganenl  Wuhinftcn  to  Major  Lee,  in  hii  oirn  hand 
wrUinc,  dated,  October  23d,  1780- 

DtAs  Silt,— I  am  Tcry  gltd  your  letter  of  thii  dale  hai  giTon  ilrangth  to  m; 
conriction  of  the  innocenca  •  Vim  fvaiieaiMa  wbo  «ru  tho  subject  of  joar  inqmry- 


bat  the  nimre  and  s^e  delivery  of  Arnold.  To  this  object 
Champe  gave  his  andivided  attenticn  ;  and  on  the  I9tb  October, 
Major  L^received  from  him  a  very  particular  account  of  the 
progress  be  had  made,  nith  the  outlines  of  his  plan.  This  wai, 
without  delay,  eubmitted  to  Washingtoii ;  with  a  request  for  K 
few  additional  guineas.  The  general's  letter*  writtm  on  the 
same  day,  30th  October,  evinces  his  attention  to  the  minntis 
of  business,  as  well  as  his  immutable  determination  to  poieeN 
Arnold  alive,  or  not  at  all.  This  was  bis  original  injunction, 
which  he  never  omitted  to  enforce  on  every  proper  occasion. 

"  Major  Lee  had  an  opportunity,  in  the  course  of  tUe 
week,  of  writing  to  Champe,  when  he  told  him  that  the  re- 
wards which  he  had  promised  to  bis  associates  would  be 
certainly  paid  on  the  delivery  of  Arnold  ;  and  in  the  mean 
time,  small  sums  of  money  would  be  furnished  for  casual 
expenses^  it  being  deemed  improper  that  he  should  appear 
with  much,  lest  it  might  lead  to  suspicion  and  deteclion. 
That  fire  guineas  were  now  sent,  and  that  more  would  fol* 
low  when  absolutely  necessary. 

*  putienUr  pMca  af  buriiuMi.    If  the  daj  ia  &ir,  ud  notluBi 
niwi,  I  will  ba  at  tb«  murqaii'  quuiara  it  tss  o'cloek  t»- 
'  If  thii  ihould  iMt  bapptD,  I  ilujl  b«  glad  to  laa  fou  il  bead  quajrtcn. 
I  am,  dear  Sir,  josr  moat  obedienl  icrvaiit. 


Tin  mark  of  a  good  ona.     1  Iberefiire  agrea  t 
■uchgnlincc   '■  "  "   ' 


'  huda  wilhoM  date, 
niiaed  rawardi ;  a^ 

_, ^uneot  irf  ifae  bnaiaaaa,  aa  to  giTs  it  aj 

L  approbation ;  and   laava  the  whole  to  the  guidaiica  of  jonr  own  Judgmantf 

with  Ihia  expreaa  atipnlation  and  pointad  lajaBctioB,  thai  ha,  A— d,  i>  brought  to  ■■ 

No  ciraumtaiiea  whalaTor,  ahati  obliiB  m;  CDnaent  to  hli  being  pal  to  dealb. 
The  idea  which  would  accompanj  aoch  an  event,  would  ba  that  rnffiana  had  baea 
hired  (o  aaaaaaiaBta  him.  Hv  aim  ia  to  make  a  public  example  of  him ;  and  this 
diould  be  ilrongij  impreaaed  on  Iboaa  who  are  emplDred  to  bring  him  eS.  Tha 
sergeant  moat  ba  Terj  oircumapact; — too  much  leil  tOMj  create  anapicion,  and  to* 
anich  pracipitiBCT  nir  dafeat  the  projeel.     The  mo  '  " 

obaerrad  on  all  handa.     I  iond  lou  live  guineas ;  but 
priatj  of  the  aergaanl'a  appearmg  with  much  apecie.     This  circimitlinea  nay  *bo 
lead  10  anapicion,  aa  it  ia  bat  too  wdU  known  to  the  enem;,  that  wa  do  not  abooad 

.  oDl  of  the  cit;,  ahould  ba  managed  with 


ig  IndiBareut 


nuT  betraj  the  deaign,  and  iuTolTo 

place  eierjr  miliar  in  a  proper  point  of  *iew, 

busineaa,  and  Iherclbre  I  shall  onlv  add,  ihat 

I  am,  daat  Sir,  tn.  ke. 

a.  ViAimisaixin. 


'*■  Ten  ikjt  elapsed  bflfiore  Chimps  brou^  hit  neaiures 
to  coQCliiiioB,  whea  Lee  received  from  him  his  final  comma- 
nioatioa,  appointii^  the  third  lubfequent  night  for  a  party  of 
dnsoona  to  meet  him  at  Hobokeo,  when  be  hoped  to  deliver 
Arnold  to  the  oiEcer.  Champe  had,  from  hii  eniistmeDt  into 
the  American  le^oo,  Amold'i  corps,  every  opportunity  he 
eould  wiih,  to  attend  to  the  habits  of  the  general.  He  dis- 
eovered  that  it  wbb  hia  custom  to  return  home  about  twelve 
every  night,  and  that  previous  to  going  to  bed  he  always  vis- 
ited the  garden.  During  this  visit  the  cotupirators  were  to 
seize  him,  and  being  prepared  with  a  gag,  intended  to  have 
applied  the  same  instantly. 

"  Adjoining  the  house  in  which  Arnold  resided,  and  in 
which  it  was  designed  to  seize  and  gag  him,  Champe  had 
taken  off  several  of  the  palii^s  and  replaced  them,  so  that 
with  care  and  without  noise  he  could  readily  open  his  way  to 
the  adjoining  alley. '  Into  this  alley  he  meant  to  have  con- 
Teyed  his  prisoner,  aided  by  his  companion,  one  of  two  asso- 
ciates who  had  been  introduced  by  the  friend  to  whom 
Champe  had  bean  originally  made  known  by  letter  from  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  and  with  whose  aid  and  counsel  he  had 
so  far  conducted  the  enterprise.  His  other  associate  nns 
with  the  boat  prepared  at  one  of  the  wharves  on  the  Hudson 
river,  to  receive  the  party. 

"  Champe  and  his  friend  intended  to  have  placed  them- 
selves each  under  Arnold's  shoulder,  and  to  have  thus  borne 
him  through  the  most  unfretjuented  alleys  and  streets  to 
the  boat ;  representing  Arnold,  in  case  of  being  questioned, 
as  a  drunken  soldier,  whom  ihey  were  conveyuig  to  the 
guard  house. 

"  When  arrived  at  the  boat,  the  difficuUies  would  be  all 
surmounted,  there  being  no  danger  nor  obstacle  in  passing  lo 
the  Jersey  shore.  These  particulars,  so  soon  as  known  (o 
Lee,  were  communicated  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  who 
was  highly  gratified  with  the  much  desired  intelligence.  He 
directed  Major  Lee  to  meet  Champe,  and  to  take  care  that 
Arnold  should  not  be  hurt.  The  day  arrived,  and  Lee  with  a 
party  of  dragoons  left  camp  late  in  the  evening,  with  three  led 
accoutred  horses  ;  one  for  Arnold,  one  fur  the  sergeant,  and 
the  third  for  his  .issociate,  never  doubting  the  success  of  the 
enterprise,  from  the  tenor  of  the  last  received  communica- 
tion. TJie  party  reached  Hoboken  about  midnight,  where 
they  were  concealed  in  the  adjoining  wood,— Lee  with  three 
dragoons    slatiooing    himself  near  the  river  shore.     Hour 


ufter  hoar  paued, — no  boat  appr*sdwd. .  At  lengtti  tlie  dtqr 
broke,  and  the  majiH-  rvtired  to  his  part}',  and  with  his  ieA 
horsea  returned  to  camp,  wfaea  he  prxweeded  to  head  quar- 
ters to  inforn  the  general  of  tiie  nuch  lamented  dii^pintit- 
ment,  as  mortifying  as  inexplioabla. '  Waihmgt(»i  having  pe> 
riised  Champe's  plan  and  communication,  had  indulged  the 
presumption  that  at  length  the  object  of  his  keen  and  ccnu- 
staat  pursuit  vi«m  sure  of  eKecutioB,  and  did  not  disseiabbB 
the  joy  such  conviction  produced.  He  wtt  cbagrined  at  Ab 
issue,  and  apprehended  that  his  faithful  sergeant  must  havo 
been  detected  in  the  laat  scw«  of  bis  tedioot  and  difficaft 
enterprise. 

"  In  a  few  days  Lee  received  an  anonymous  letter  from 
Cbampe'a  patron  and  friend,  informing  him  that  on  the  day 
preceding  the  night  fixed  for  the  execution  of  the  plot,  Ar* 
nold  had  removed  his  quarters  to  another  part  of  the  town, 
to  superintend  the  embarkation  of  troops,  preparing,  as  was 
rumored,  for  an  expedition  to  be  directed  by  himself;  and 
that  the  American  legion,  consisting  chiefly  of  American  de- 
serters, had  been  transferred  from  their  barracks  to  one  of 
the  transports,  it  being  apprehended  that  if  left  on  shore  tiU 
the  expedition  was  ready,  many  of  them  might  deseit.  Thus 
it  bappened  that  John  Cbampe,  instead  of  crossing  the  Hud- 
son that  night,  was  safely  deposited  on  board  one  of  the  fleet 
of  transports,  whence  he  never  departed  till  the  troops 
under  Arnold  landed  in  Virginia  !  nor  was  he  able  to  escape 
from  the  British  army  till  after  the  junction  of  Lord  Corn- 
wallis  at  Petersburg,  when  he  deserted,  and  proceedmg  high 
up  into  Virginia,  he  passed  into  North  Carolina,  near  toe 
Sama  towns,  and  keeping  in  the  friendly  districts  of  that 
state,  safely  joined  the  army  soon  after  it  had  passed  the 
Congaree  in  pursuit  of  Lord  Rawdon. 

'"  His  appearance  excited  extreme  surprise  among  his  for- 
mer comrades,  which  was  not  a  little  increased  when  they 
saw  the  cordial  reception  he  met  with  from  the  late  Major 
now  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lee.  His  whole  story  soon  be- 
came known  to  the  corps,  which  reproduced  the  love  and 
respect  of  officer  and  soldier,  heretofore  invariably  enter- 
tained for  the  sergeant,  heightened  by  universal  admiration 
of  bis  late  daring  and  arduous  attempt. 

"Champe  was  introduced  to  General  Greene,  who  venr 
cheerfully  complied  with  the  promises  made  by  the  Commaff  ' 
der  in  Chief,  so  far  as  in  bis  power  ;  and  havmg  provided  the 
sergeant  with  a  good  horse  and  money  for  his  journey,  sent 


him  to  OflneraJ  Waabngton,  wbo  manificentlf  anticipated 
eveiT  desire  of  the  sergeaot,  sod  preieoted  bim  with  hia 
diachai^  from  further  service,*  lest  he  might,  in  the  vicis- 
aitodei  of  war,  fall  into  the  enem^'i  handi ;  when,  if  rect^- 
nixed,  he  wai  sure  to  die  on  a  gibbet."  > 


■  Wh«n  Omaral  WufaiafMn  mi  eilM  hy  Praddrat  Aitna  («  ttw  cc 
(ha  tray,  prapuad  (o  daleiidihe  couutrf  fnHD  Fnnch  hoatililj,  ha  aaM  to  Idmun- 
MM  CoIomI  Ii«a,  Le  iiH|nir«  br  Chunpa  ;  baing  datanaiaed  to  briBf  hba  ioto  the 
Ud  MX  tho  beid  of  ft  campmnj  of  iniaBtrj. 

L«a  aeat  to  LoodoD  coonlj,  whara'Chaoipv  aadled  aftor  hii  diarbtrfa  fixNB  the 

■mj:  wbaDhakaread  liut  tba  |i1UdI  Mldin  hadnnoTf'  ~-  ' '—  - 

ki  loon  allar  died. 


aXOOBATBXOAL  SXaTOHBS. 


MAJOR  GEXERJiL  ISRAEL  PUTJfMT. 

The  life  of  this  patriot  and  hero  has  been  portrayed  by 
the  able  and  impartial  hand  of  the  late  General  David  Huni' 
phreys,  and  a  brief  sketch,  chiefly  from  that  work,  must  , 
suffice  for  the  present  purpose.  General  Putnam  was  bom 
at  Salem,  Massachusetts,  on  the  7th  day  of  January,  1718. 
He  was  indebted  to  nature,  more  than  education,  for  a  vig- 
orous constitution,  for  mental  endowments,  and  for  that  un* 
daunted  courage,  and  active  enterprise  which  were  his 
prominent  characteristics.  Much  confidence  was  reposed 
in  his  military  prowess  and  judgment,  and  he  was  remarka* 
ble  for  a  faithful  perseverance  in  all  the  duties  of  his  sta- 
tion,  and  for  the  most  undeviating  principles  of  honor,  hu- 
manity, and  benevolence.  In  the  year  1739,  he  removed  to 
Pomfret,  in  Connecticut,  where  he  applied  himself  to  the 
art  of  agriculture-  His  biographer,  as  a  display  of  charac- 
ter in  early  life,  has  recorded  an  instance  of  his  bold  attack 
of  a  wolf  while  in  her  den  ;  but  as  the  story  has  been  fre- 
quently promulgated,  it  need  not  be  repeated  in  this  place. 
When  in  the  year  1755,  the  war  between  England  and 
France  broke  out  in  America,  Putnam  was  appointed  to  the 
command  of  a  company  of  rangers,  and  was  distinguished  for 
his  active  services  as  a  partizan  officer.  In  1757,  be  was 
promoted  to  a  majority,  and  being  in  a  warm  and  close  en- 
gagement, with  a  party  of  French  and  savages,  he  had  dis- 
charged his  fuzee  several  times,  when  at  length  it  missed 
fire  while  the  muzzle  was  pressed  against  the  breast  of  a 
Uc^e  aod  well  proportiooed  Indiaa.    Thia  uiy^mrj,  with  « 


tjreniflDdous  war'irhoop,  tprai^  forward  with  )ui  lifted 
4^,^Hl^et,  tod  compelled  Um  to  mrrender  ;  tnd  hknif  bound' 
^lim  fast  to  a  tree,  returned  to  the  battle.  For  a  comdera- 
ble  time  tbe  tree  to  which  Major  Putnam  was  tied  wai  di- 
rectly between  the  fires  of  the  two  partiei,  than  which  bo 
ctticeivable  situatioa  could  be  more  deplorable.  The  balls 
flew  incesfantly  from  each  side,  many  itrnck  the  tree,  while 
•ome  pawed  through  the  aleevei  and  skirti  (rf*  hii  coat.  Id 
thia  state  of  jeopardy,  unable  to  move  bia  body,  to  stir  Us 
limbs,  or  even  to  incline  his  bead,  he  remame'd  more  than 
an  hour.  So  equally  .balanced,  and  so  obstinate  was  tbe 
&bt !  At  one  moment,  while  the  battle  swerved  in  favor 
or  the  enemy,  a  young  savaee  chose  an  odd  way  of  ditcover- 
ii^  his  bumor.  He  found  Putnam  bound.  He  mi|^t  have 
dnpatched  hin  at  a  blow.  But  he  loved  better  te  excite 
the  terrors  of  the  prisoner  by  hurling  a  tomahawk  at  his 
head,  or  rather  it  should  seem  bis  wjeot  was  to  see  hnlfr 
iaear  he  coold  throw  it  without  touching  him'. — ^Tbe  weapon 
itruck  u  the  tree  a  number  of  time*  at  a  hair's  breaotli 
^  Xrom  the  nurk.  When  the  Indian  bad  finished  lus  amaae* 
jnent,  a  French  bas-officer,  a  much  more  inveterate  savage 
'  liy  nature,  though  descended  from  so  humane  and  polished  a 
nation,  perceiving  Putnam,  caffle  to  bim,  and,  levelliog  a 
Jbzee  within  a  foot  of  his  breast,  attempted  to  discharge  it, 
—it  missed  Sre.  Ineffectually  did  tbe  intended  victim  soli- 
cit  tbe  treatment  due  to  his  situation,  by  repeating  that  be 
Was  a  prisoner  of  war.  The  degenerate  Frenchman  did  not 
understand  tbe  language  of  honor  or  of  nature  ;  deaf  to  their 
nice,  and  dead  to  sensibility,  he  violently  tmd  repeatedly 
paebed  the  muzzle  of  his  .gun  agauat  Putnam's  ribs,  and 
finally  gave  bim  a  cruel  blow  on  the  jaw  with  the  butt  end 
of  his  piece.     After  this  dastardly  deed  he  left  him. 

At  lei^h  tbe  enemy  was  driven  from  tbe  the  field  of  bab 
tie,' and  as  they  were  retirii^,  Putnam  was  untied  by  th^ 
Indian  who  had  made  him  prisoner,  an(P%hom  he  afterwards 
called  master^  Having  been  conducted  to  some  distance 
from  the  field  of  action,  he  was  stripped  of  bis  coat,  vest, 
stoekioga  and  shoes  ;  loaded  with  as  many  of  the  packs  of 
tbe  wounded  as  could  be  piled  on  bim,  strongly  pioiooed,  and 
his  wrists  tied  as  closely  together  as  they  could  be  pulled 
with  a  cord.  After  he  bad  marched  through  no  pleasant 
paths,  in  this  painful  manner,  for  many  a  tedious  mile,  tbe 
party,  who  were  excessiTely  fatigued,  baited  to  breathe- 
His  bands  were  now  immoderate^  awelled  from  tbe  tight- 


uess  or  the  ligature  ;  and  the  pain  had  become  intoleijJile.  ^ 
His  feet  were  so  much  scratched,  that  the  blood  irw^0flr 
fast  from  them.     Exhausted  with  beai-iog  a  burden  abovv*  ■ 
his  strength,  and  Tranlic  with  torments  exquisite  beyond  en- 
durance, he  entreated  the  Irish  interpreter  to  implore  as  the 
last  and  only  grace  he  desired  of  the  savages,  that  they 
would  knocli  him  on  the  head  and  take  his  scalp  at  once,  or 
loose  his  hands.     A  Frencli  officer,  instantly  interposing,  or* 
dered  bis  bands  to  be  unbound,  and  some  of  the  packs  to  be 
taken  ofT.     By  this  time  the  Indian  who  captured  him  and 
had  been  absent  with  the  wounded,  coming  up,  gave  him  a 
pair  of  moccasons,  and  expressed  great  indignation  at  the 
unworthy  treatment  the  prisoner  had  suSiered. 

That  savage  chief  agaiu  returned  to  the  c^ra  of  the  wound* 
ed,  and  the  Indians,  about  two  hundred  in  nuoibef,  went  be- 
fore the  rest  of  the  party  to  the  place  where  the  whole  wore 
that  night  to  encamp.  They  took  with  them  Major  Putnam,  i\ 
on  whom,  besides  innumerable  other  outrages,  they  had  t^  -j^ 
barbarity  to  inilict  a  deep  wound  with  the  tomahawk  in  the  f 
left  cheek.  His  sufferings  were  in  this  place  to  he  consum- 
mated. A  scene  of  horror,  infinitely  greater  than  had  ever 
met  his  eyes  before,  was  now  preparing.  It  was  determined 
to  roast  him  alive-  For  this  purpose  they  led  him  hilo  a 
dark  forest,  stripped  him  naked,  bound  him  to  a  tree,  and 
piled  dry  bush,  with  other  fuel,  at  a  sm&ll  distance,  in  a  cir- 
cle round  him.  They  accompanied  their  labors,  ns  if  for  hJa 
funeral  dirge,  with  screams  and  sounds,  inimitable  but  by 
savage  voices.  Then  they  set  Iho  piles  on  fire.  A  sudden  . 
shower  damped  the  rising  flame.  Still  they  Etrove  to  kindle 
it,  at  last  the  blaze  ran  fiercely  round  the  circle.  Major 
Putaam  sooo  began  to  feel  the  scoiching  heat.  His  hands 
were  so  tied  that  he  could  move  bis  body.  He  often  shifted 
sides  as  the  fire  approached.  This  sight,  at  the  very  idea 
of  which,  all  but  savages  must  shudder,  afforded  the  highest 
diversion  to  his  inhuman  tormentors,  who  demoustrated  the 
delirium  of  their  joy  by  correspondent  yells,  dances  and  ges- 
ticulations. He  saw  clearly  that  his  final  hour  was  inevit- 
ably come.  He  summoned  all  his  rescdution,  and  composed 
bis  mind,  so  far  as  the  circumstances  could  admit,  to  bid  an 
eternal  farewell  to  all  he  held  most  dear.  To  quit  the  world 
would  scarcely  have  cost  a  sii^;Ie  pang,  but  for  the  idea  of 
bome,  but  for  (he  remembrance  of  domestic  endearments, 
of  the  affectiooato  partner  of  his  soul,  and  of  their  beloved 
oAtpring.     His  thought  was  ultimately  fixed  on  a  happier 


.^  ttate  of  exittence,  beyond  the  torturei  be  w«b  beginning  to 
endbre.  The  bitterness  of  death,  even  of  that  death  which 
ii  accompaoied  vritb  the  keenest  agonies,  was,  in  a  maDner, 
pHt — nature,  with  a  feeble  stru^le,  was  quitting  its  last  bold 
on  sublunary  things — when  a  French  Dffic:er  rushed  through  the 
crowd,  opened  a  way  by  scattering  the  burning  brands,  and  un- 
bound the  victim.  It  was  Molang  nimself — to  whom  a  savage, 
unwilling  to  see  another  human  victim  immolated,  had  run 
snd  communicated  the  tidings.  That  commandant  spumed 
and  severely  reprimanded  the  barbarians,  whose  nocturnal 
pnwwas  and  hellish  orgies  he  suddenly  ended.  Putnam  did 
not  want  for  feeling  or  gratitude.  The  French  commander, 
fearing  to  trust  him  alone  with  them,  remained  till  he  could 
nfely  deliver  him  into  the  hands  of  bis  master. 

The  savage  approached  bis  prisoner  kindly,  and  seemed  to 
treat  him  with  particular  affection.  He  onered  him  some 
hard  biscuit ;  but  finding  that  he  could  not  chew  them,  on  ac- 
count of  the  blow  he  had  received  from  the  Frenchman,  this 
more  humane  savage  soaked  some  of  the  biscuit  in  water, 
and  made  him  suck  the  pulp-like  part.  Determined,  how- 
ever not  to  lose  his  cuptive,  the  refreshment  being  finished, 
betook  the  moccasons  from  his  feet,  and  tied  them  to  one  of 
his  wrists  ;  then  directing  him  to  lie  doivn  on  his  back  on  the 
bare  ground,  he  stretched  one  arm  to  its  full  length,  and 
bound  it  fast  to  a  young  tree  ;  the  other  arm  was  extended 
and  bound  in  the  same  manner — his  legs  were  stretched 
apart,  and  fastened  to  two  saplings.  Then  a  number  of  tall, 
but  slender  poles  were  cut  down,  which,  with  some  Iraig 
bushes,  were  laid  across  his  body  from  bead  to  foot :  on  each 
side  lay  as  many  Indians  as  could  conveniently  find  lodging,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  poasibility  of  escape.  In  this  disagree- 
able and  painful  posture  be  remained  till  morning.  During 
the  night,  the  longest  and  most  dreary  conceivable,  our  hero 
useil  to  relate  that  be  felt  a  ray  of  cheerfulness  come  cas- 
ually across  his  mind,  and  could  not  even  refrain  from  smiling 
when  he  reflected  on  this  ludicrous  group  for  a  painter  nf 
which  he  himself  was  the  principal  figure. 

The  nest  day  he  was  allowed  his  blanket  and  moccasons, 
and  permitted  to  march  without  carrying  any  pack,  or  receiv- 
ing any  insult.  To  allay  his  extreme  hunger,  a  little  bear'a 
meat  was  given,  which  he  sucked  through  his  teeth.  At  night 
the  party  arrived  at  Ticonderoga,  and  the  prisoner  was  plac- 
ed under  the  care  of  a  French  guard.  The  savages,  who 
bad  been  prevented  from  glutting  their  diabolical  tfairft  for 
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blood,  took  this  opportuDity  of  manifesting  their  malevolence 
for  the  disappointment,  by  horrid  grimaces  and  angry  gei- 
tures  ;  but  the;  were  suffered  no  more  to  offer  violence  or 
personal  indignity  to  him. 

After  having  been  examined  by  the  Marquis  de  Moncalm, 
Major  Putnam  was  conducted  to  Montreal  by  a  French  offi- 
cer, who  treated  him  with  the  greatest  indulgence  and  hu- 
manity. 

At  this  place  were  several  prisoners.  Colonel  Peter 
Schuyler,  remarkable  for  his  philanthropy,  generosity  aod 
friendship,  was  of  the  uumber.  No  sooner  had  he  heard  of 
Major  Putnam's  arrival,  than  he  went  to  the  interpreter's 
quarters,  and  enquired  whether  he  bad  a  Provincial  major  in 
his  custody  f  He  found  Major  Putnam  in  a  comfortless  con- 
dition— without  coat,  waistcoat,  or  hose — the  remnant  of  his 
clothing  miserably  dirty  and  ragged — his  beard  long  and  squa- 
lid— his  legs  torn  by  thorns  and  briers, — his  face  gashed  with 
wounds  and  swollen  with  bruises.  Colonel  Schuyler,  irritat- 
ed beyond  all  sufferance  at  such  a  sight,  could  scarcely  re- 
strain his  speech  within  limits,  consistent  with  the  jirudeoce 
of  a  prisoner,  and  the  meekess  of  a  Christian.  Major  Putnam 
was  immediately  treated  according  to  his  rank,  clothed  in  a 
decent  manne^ii  and  supplied  with  money  by  this  liberal  and 
sympathetic  plfrou  of  the  distressed,  and  by  his  assistance 
he  was  soon  after  exchanged. 

In  the  year  1760,  Major  Putnam  w^s  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  lieutenant  colonel,  and  served  under  General  Amherst  in 
the  conquest  of  Canada.  J|*^mbracc<t  numerous  oppnrtu- 
nities  of  achieving  feats  of  jfi^^^;iva3  particularly  honor- 
ed by  his  general  for  the  piV^H|Litid  ability  with  wlijcli 
he  acquitted  himself  of  lils  ^■^'VHHfF-  "  Colonel  Putna4iK;f 
at  the  espiratioo  of  ten  years  frosB  W  fi^st  receiving  a  com- 
mission, after  having  seen  as  mtch  sQrvice,  endured  as  many 
hardships,  encountered  us  many  dasgers,  and  acquired  as 
many  laurels,  as  any  officer  of  bis  ruik,  \vith  great  satisfac- 
tion laid  aside  his  uniform  and  relurncJ  to  his  plough,"  No 
character  stood  fairer  in  the  public  eye  for  integrity,  bravery 
and  patriotism.  It  was  proverbially  said,  g/fweti  by  British 
as  Provincial  officers,  that,  in  a  service  of  great  peril  and 
hardship,  from  nS5  to  1763,  ^^he  dared  to  lead  iektTe  any 
.  dared  tofoUou.'^  , 

At  the  cofflmencement  of  hortijities  between  the  colonies 
and  the  mother  country.  Colonel  F^tnam,  on  hearing  of  the 
battle  at  Lezingtoo,  left  his  ploi^b|i»the  middle  of  the  Held, 


and  without  chaogiog  bu  clothei,  reptired  to  Cuibridgat 
riding  in  a  sii^le  day  one  hundred  milai.  He  waa  woo  ».p- 
pmnted'a  major  general  in  the prorincial  ariiBj,aiidretaniim 
to  Connecticut  he  made  no  delaj'  in  bringing  on  a  body  <n 
troopi.  Not  long  after  hia  appointment,  the  commander  of 
the  British  army,  unwilling  that  so  valuable  an  officer  ahouid 
act  in  opposition,  privately  conveyed  to  him  a  proposal  that 
if  he  would  quit  the  re^l  party,  he  might  rely  on  beii^made 
a  major  general  in  the  Britiah  establishment,  and  receiving  a 
great  pecuniary  compensation  for  hia  services  ;  but  he  spam- 
edtheoffer.  "Ontbe  IGtb  of  June,  1715,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  a  council  of  war,  at  which  General  Putnam  assist- 
ed, that  a  fortified  post  ihouid  be  established  at  or  near 
-Bunker  bill.  General  Putnam  marched  with  the  first  de- 
tachment and  commenced  the  work  ; — he  was  the  principal 
agent  or  engineer  who  traced  the  lines  of  the  redoobti  and 
he  continued  most  if  not  all  the  nigbt  with  the  workmen  *. 
at  any  rate  be  waa  on  the  spot  before  sunrise  in  the  morning, 
and  had  taken  his  station  od  the  top  of  Banker  hill,  and  parti- 
cipated in  the  danger  as  well  as  the  glory  of  that  day."* 

In  a  letter  from  Judge  Groavenor  ofPomfret, Connecticut, 
it  is  Elated  that  he  was  a  lieutenant  under  the  command  of 
general  Putnam,  when  on  the  evening  of  the  16th  June,  1775, 
a  redoubt  was  formed  on  Breed's  hill,  under  the  immediate 
Buperinteadence  of  the  general,  who  was  extremely  active, 
and  directed  principally  the  operations  during  the  battle  on 
the  17th  June.  And  he  adds,  of  the  officers  on  the  ground, 
the  most  active  within  his  observation  were  General  Putnam, 
Colonel  Prescott,  and  Captain  Knowlton. 

The  following  ia  a  letter  from  Colonel  Jt^n  Trumbull,  of 
New  York,  an  officer  of  distinction  in  the  revolutionary  war, 
and  now  a  celebrated  historical  painter  employed  in  hia  pro- 
fession by  the  government  of  the  United  States,  dated,  New 
York,  30th  of  March,  181S. 

"  In  the  summer  of  1786,  I  became  acquainted  in  London, 
with  Colonel  John  Smail,  of  the  British  army,  who  bad 
served  in  America  many  yeara,  and  had  known  General 
Putnam  intimately  during  the  war  of  Canada,  from  17d6  to 
1763.     From  him  I  had  the  two  following  anecdotes  respect- 

■  In  Iha  apring  of  the  yur  1SI8,  in  ■ccouat  of  ths  battla  of  BoBbet  hill  was  pob- 
liahcd  in  Iha  Port  Folia  by  Hanrj  Deirbora,  Eaq.  nujor  geaard  in  tha  araj  of  the 
Vniled  Stttcs,  in  which  bo  auimulTerti  on  rhe  conduct  oTGatar&l  PiUdub  aitli 
•nil  nverit]'.  To  tliia  produclion  Duiel  Pulnui,  E«.  hd  oT  tbt  lUe  ganerat. 
hu  pabli«li«il  a  rejoinder  frnn  whick  I  bvn  Ukoa  lbs  liii^iiiiilli  wbieta  taOoit. 


ing  the  battle  of  Bunker  hill,  I  shall  nearly >epe&t  his  nrordi: 
— Looking  at  the  picture,  which  I  had  then  almost  complet- 
ed, he  said:  '■  I  don't  like  the  titnation  in  which  ytm  have  placed 
my  oldjritnd  Putnam;  you  have  not  done  him  justice.  /tmA 
you  would  alter  that  part  of  your  picture,  and  introduce  a  cir- 
cumstance which  actually  happened,  and  which  I  can  never 
forget.  When  the  British  troops  advanced  the  second  lime  to 
the  attack  of  the  redoubt,  /,  with  other  officers,  was  in  front  of  tht 
line  to  encourage  the  men;  we  had  advanced  very  near  the  works 
UTidiiiturbed,  when  an  irregular  fire,  Hke  a  feu  dejoie  was  poured 
tn  on  us;  it  was  cruelly  fatal.  The  troops  fell  back,  and  when  I 
looked  to  the  right  ai^  kjl,  I  saw  not  one  officer  standing; — I 
glanced  my  eye  to  the  entmy,  and  saw  several  young  men  levels- 
hng  their  pieces  at  me;  I  knew  their  excellence  as  mtn-ksmen, 
and  considered  myself  gone.  Jit  thU  moment  my  old  friend 
Putnam  rushed  forward,  and  striking  up  the  muzzles  of  their 
pieces  with  his  neord,  cried  out,  *  For  God's  sake,  mj  lads, 
don't  fire  at  that  man — I  love  him  as  I  do  my  brother.* 
We  were  so  near  each  other  that  I  heard  his  words  distinctly. 
He  was  obeyed;  I  bowed,  thanked  him,  and  walked  away  un- 
molested.' 

"  The  other  anecdote  relates  to  the  death  of  General 
Warren,  At  the  moment  when  the  troops  succeeded  in  car- 
rying the  redoubt,  and  the  Americans  were  in  full  retreat, 
General  Howe,  who  had  been  hurt  by  a  spent  baft  which 
bruised  his  ankle,  was,  leaning  on  my  arm.  He  called  sud- 
denly to  me  :  "  Do  you  see  tbat  elegant  young  man  who  has 
just  fallen?  do  you  loiow  him?"  I  looked  to  the  spot  to  tvhich 
he  pointed — '  Good  God,  Sir,  I  believe  it  is  my  friend  War- 
ren.' 'Leave  me  then  instantly — run — keep  off  the  troops, 
save  him  if  possible.' — I  flew  to  the  spot,  'My  dear  friend,' 
I  said  to  him,  '  I  hope  you  are  not  badly  hurt :' — he  looked 
up,  seemed  to  recollect  me,  smiled  and  died!  A  musket  ball 
had  passed  through  the  upper  part  of  his  head.  Colonel 
Small  had  the  character  of  an  honorable,  upright  man,  and 
could  have  no  conceivable  motive  for  deviating  from  truth  in 
relating  these  circumstances  to  me;  I  therefore  believe  them 
to  be  true.  Ton  remember,  my  dear  Sir,  the  viper  biting 
the  file.  The  character  of  your  father  for  courage,  huma- 
nity, generosity  and  integrity,  is  too  firmly  established,  by  the 
testimony  of  those  who  did  Imow  him,  to  be  tarnished  by  the 
breath  of  one  who  confesses  that  he  did  not.  Accept,  my 
dear  Sir,  this  feeble  tribute  to  your  father's  memory,  from 
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one  who  Jbnew  htm,  nipteted  him,  heed  him — and  who  wiahe* 
health  and  prosperit;  to  ^ou  and  all  the  good  man's  potteri^- 

JoHlt  TKUllBt)I.L. 
Danitl  PtUttam,  Eiqmre." 

"  I  shall  make  no  comment,"  says  Colonel  Putnam,  "  00 
the  first  anecdote  bf  Colonel  Small,  except  that  the  circam- 
stances  were  related  by  Oeneral  Putnam,  without  any  essen- 
tial alteration,  soon  ailer  the  battle;  and  that  there  was  an 
interview  of  the  parties  on  the  lines  between  Prospect  and 
Banker  hill,  at  the  request  of  Colonel  Small,  not  long 
aifterwaFds." 

It  is  very  apparent  that  General  Washington  reposed  great 
confidence  in  the  skill  and  judgment  of  General  Putnam,  or 
he  would  not  have  entrusted  him  with  the  command  of  the 
city  of  New  York  at  the  moment  when  it  was  expected  that 
the  whole  of  the  British  land  and  naval  forces  would  attempt 
to  take  possession  of  that  city.  On  the  29th  of  March,  1776, 
the  Commander  in  Chief  gave  to  General  Putnam  the  fol- 
lowing orders  and  inBtrnctioos.  "You  will,  no  doubt,  make 
the  best  despatch  in  getting  to  New  York;  on  your  arrival 
tbcre,  you  will  assume  the  command,  and  immediately  pro- 
ceed in  continuing  to  execute  the  plan  proposed  by  Major 
General  Lee,  for  fortifying  that  city,  and  securing  the  passes 
of  the  East  and  North  rivers.  If,  on  consultation  with  the 
brigadier  generals  and  engineers,  any  alteration  in  that  plan 
is  thought  necessary,  you  are  at  liberty  to  make  it,  cautiously 
avoiding  to  break  in  too  much  on  his  main  design,  unless 
where  it  may  be  apparently  necessary  so  to  do,  and  that  by 
the  general  voice  and  opinion  of  the  gentlemen  above  men- 
tioned. You  will  meet  the  quarter  master  general.  Colonel 
Mifflin,  and  commissary  general,  Colonel  Trumbull,  at  New 
York.  As  these  are  both  men  of  excellent  talents  in  their 
diflerent  departments,  you  will  do  well  to  give  them  all  the 
authority  and  assistance  they  require;  and  should  a  council 
of  war  be  necessary,  it  is  my  direction  thai  they  assist  at  it. 
Your  long  service  and  txperience,  will,  better  than  my  parti- 
cular  directions  at  this  distance,  point  out  to  you  the  works 
most  proper  to  be  first  raised,  and  your  ptrnoerance,  acticUy 
and  zeal  will  lead  you,  without  my  recommending  it,  to  exert 
every  nerve  to  dissappolnt  the  enemy's  desigus."  "  The 
faithful  execution  of  the  duties  here  enjoined  were  acknow- 
ledged by  the  Commander  in  Chief  after  his  arrival  in  Nenr 
York,  and  his  thanks  were  publicly  expressed  in  geiieral 
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orders.  Two  days  before  the  battle  of  Flat  Buah,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  sickness  of  that  excellent  officer,  Major  Gene- 
ral Greene,  who  had  commanded  on  Long  Island,  General 
Putnam  was  ordered  to  the  command  of  that  post,  and  a^tsist- 
ed  in  the  arduous  and  complicated  difficulties  of  that  mas- 
terly retreat.  In  the  memorable  and  distressing  _/It^U  of  (he 
American  army  through  New  Jersey,  in  1776,  General  Put- 
nam was  always  near — always  the  friend,  the  supporter,  and 
-conlidant  of  his  beloved  chief;  and  the  moment  after  reach- 
ing the  western  bank  of  the  Delaware  with  the  rear  of  the 
army,  he  was  ordered  to  Philadelphia  to  fortify  and  defend 
that  city  against  a  meditated  attack.  When,  in  the  summer 
of  1777,  Fort  Montgomery  was  captured  by  the  enemy,  and 
it  was  determined  to  erect  another  fortiticalion  on  the  banks 
of  the  Hudson,  for  the  defence  of  that  river,  the  Commander 
in  Chief  left  it  wholly  to  the  judgment  of  General  Putnam  to 
fix  on  the  spot,  who  decided  in  favor  of  West  Point;  and  as 
his  biographer  has  remarked,  '  it  is  no  vulgar  praise  to  say, 
that  to  him  belongs  the  glory  of  having  chosen  this  rock  of 
our  military  salvation.' 

In  December,  1779,  while  on  his  return  from  Connecticut 
to  head  (juarters,  this  venerable  man  was  attacked  by  a 
paralytic  atfection,  under  which  he  languished  till  the  nine- 
teenth of  May,  1 790,  when  his  honorable  and  usefu  Afe  was 
brought  to  a  final  close.  The  qualities  of  his  mind  were 
sincerity,  generosity,  and  an  invincible  sense  of  duty.  The 
moral  virtues,  and  duties  of  piety,  and  pure  religion  were 
objects  of  his  serious  reflection,  and  the  late  Reverend  Dr. 
Dwight,  in  his  Travels,  has  eulogized  these  as  eminent  traits 
in  his  character. 

Extract  of  a  ktter  from  General  tVatkington  to  General  Put- 
nam,  dated,  Head  Quarters,  2d  June,  1783. 
"  Dear  Sir, — Your  favor  of  the  20th  of  May,  I  received  . 
with  much  pleasure.  For  I  can  assure  you,  that,  among  the 
many  worthy  and  meritorious  officers  with  whom  I  have  had 
the  happiness  to  be  connected  in  service  through  the  course 
of  this  war,  and  from  whose  cheerful  assistance  in  the  various 
and  trying  vicissitudes  of  a  complicated  contest,  the  name  of 
Putnam  is  not  forgotten;  nor  will  it  be,  but  with  that  stroke 
of  time  which  shall  obliterate  from  my  mind  the  remem- 
brance of  all  those  toils  and  fatigues  through  which  we  have 
stfikgled,  for  the  preservation  and  establishment  of  the 
ri^^  libertie^bod  iodepeodeuce  of  our  country.    Your 


OMignttflatiooi  w  IhA  happr  prapttct  of  jpMce  nd  ii)de^a»> 
4ept  Mourity,  ivitb  their  sttendut  bletiiofi  t«  tbe  UnOed  *' 
SUtos,  I  recflire  with  greit  Mtiif«ctioD|  ud  beg  yoa  friU  ■ 
accept  a  retun  erf'  mj  cratuUtiww  to  ^ oa,  oo  diii  wi^neioi» 
•Tont — an  event,  b  which,  great  m  it  ii  in  itself,  vti  glo- 
riotti  as  it  will  probablj  be  in  iti  comequaiices,  jot  bare  a 


right  to  ptrUdpeU  kw^,  fnm  Ui»  dittmguiiktd  j 

kme  tontriktited  tmraror  tl*  ottamMeiU.      I  anticipate  witk 

lieeaure  tbe  day,  and  I  tmat  not  far  off,  wbwi  I  ahul  ijait  the 


Miy  seenea  of  Bilitai;  em^cqment,  and  retire  to  the  i 
tranquil  walks  of  domestic  life.  In  that,  or  iriiateT4r  otter 
sitttatioD  Providence  mar  diapoie  of  ray  future  dq^a.  At  n- 
■Mm&nmM  of  Uu  many  jriuMiipt  tmd  eoMtczuNif  /  hare  had 
lk«  bappineaa  to  ctntract  with  the  gentlemen  of  Uie  amy, 
will  be  one  of  my  most  gratefol  reflecticau. 

"  Under  this  coatemplaUon,  aad  inpreased  witk  the  aen- 
limenta  of  benoTolence  and  regard,  I  commend  you,  mmj 
dear  Sir,  ny  other  friendi,  and,  with  Uteni,  the.intereaU  and 
tiappineaa  of  our  dear  cooatry,  to  the  kt^img  and  pr^eeHon 
ojAlmighti/  God. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  &c. 

CrEOBOB  WasHINQTOK. 
To  tbM  HonoriAU  Major  General  Putnam." 

The  Allowing  Eulc^ium  was  proooubced  at  the  grave  of 
General  Eatnam  by  Dr.  A.  Waldo. 

"Those  veoerable  relica!  once  delighted  in  the  endear- 
ing domestic  virtues  which  conititnte  the  excellent  neighbor, 
-husband, — parent,  and  worthy  brother!  liberal  and  rabstan- 
tial  in  his  friendship; — unsuspicious — open,— and  generoua; 
just  and  sincere  in  dealinej  a  oenevolent  citizen  of  the  world 
' — he  concentrated  in  hia  ooeom  the  noble  qualities  of  aa  Ho- 
nest Man. 

"  Born  a  Hero — whom  nature  tanght  and  cherished  in  the 
lap  of  innuinerable  toils  and  dangers,  he  was  terrible  in  bat- 
tle!  But,  from  the  amiahleness  of  his  heart— when  carnage 

efreah- 


ceased,  Ids  humanity  spread  over  the^id,  Ufce  the  refre 
&g  zephyrrtof  a  summer's  evening!    The  priaonor — i  ^ 
Vrounded — the  aick — Um  forlom~-exper{oBCed  the  delicate 


iag  2ephyrr~of  a  summer's  evening!  The  priaonor — tbe 
Vrounded — the  aick — Um  forlom~-exper{oBCed  the  delicate 
■ympathy  of  thii  Solditr't  PiUar.    The  poor  tai  the  needy 


of  eveiy  description,  received  the  charitable  bounties  of  tftu 
Christian  Soldier. 

"  He  pitied  littiene«i — loved  goodness — adoiirad  great- 
aeta,  and  ever  aspired  to  ita  i^anoui  stu%U!  Tlu  moKlt 


the  servant,  tnd  almort  ^paralleled  lover  ofbu  cmmtrj;— , 
.  -    worn  with  hoaorable  age,  aad  the  foraier  toils  of  tow — Put- 
nam reita  from  his  labon! 

"  "nil  ■Boatderiiii  worhb  ud  tiaoililiDg  ifilciiu  boM  ! 

nien  (he  bit  trump  ikill  rao«nLa  hii  dint — 

BtiU  b;  tb«  nmiuUte  of  etanul  truth, 

Hii  MKil  will  Souhah  io  immortti  jmnth  !" 

"  Tbi*  all  wbo  know  Um,  knowj  thii  all  irho  laT*d  him,  tall." 

Dr.  Dwight  penned  a  reiy  excellent  inscription,  nhich 
is  engraved  on  fais  tomb,  but  our  narrow  limits  most  apolo- 
gize for  its  omission  in  this  place. 


MAJOR  QEJ^ERAL  WILLIAM  HEATH. 

Major  General  William  Heath  was  a  native  of  Roxbury, 
Mauachu setts,  and  was  from  his  youth  a  cultivator  of  the 
soil,  which  was  bis  favorite  pursuit.  He  was  not  conver- 
sant with  genera)  literature,  but  being  particularly  atU^isd 
to  the  study  of  military  tact'Os,  he  acquired  a  knowlflKof 
modern  warfare  in  its  various  branches  and  duties. 

At  an  early  period  of  the  opposition  of  the  colon^  to  tbe 
unjust  and  oppressive  measures  of  the  British  minMry,  he 
was  an  active  militia  officer,  and  assiduously  engaged  in  orga- 
nizing and  disciplining  the  companies  of  militia  and  in  idute  men. 
.  In  tbe  year  1779,  being  ranked  among  the  patriots  and  advo- 
cates for  liberty,  be  was  by  the  Provincial  Congress  com- 
missioned as  a  brigadier  general. 

In  August,  1776,  he  was  by  Congress  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  major  general  in  the  continental  army,  and  in  the 
campaign  of  that  year  he  commanded  a  division  near  the 
enemy's  lines  at  King's  bridge  and  Morrisania.  During  th» 
year  1777,  and  till  November,  1776,  he  was  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  eastern  department,  and  his  head  quarter* 
were  at  Boston.  Here  devolved  on  bim  tbe  very  arduous 
duties  of  superintendent  of  the  convention  troepa,  captured 
witb  General  Bttrgoyne  at  Saratoga,  which  were  quartered 
at  Cambridge.  This  station  required  a  character  of  uncom- 
■ion  firmness  and  decision,  and  had  General  Heath  been  des- 
titute of  these  qualities,  be  would  have  been  subjected  to 
the  grossest  impositions  and  indignities,  from  the  haughty 
Oeseral^  BurnMe  and  Phitli|>t,  and  the  perverse  temper  of 
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their  uldiery .  The«e  oflSeen,  lofhr  in  tpiriti  ind  of  fai^ 
nnk  sDd  character,  now  chagrined  hj  a  itate  of  capUvitj,  , 
occaiioaed  to  General  Heath  a  aeries  of  difficultiei  and  rex- 
atiofu.  He  soon  however,  coannced  diem  that  he  wat 
.  neither  deficient  in  ipirit,  nor  ignorant  of  hi*  duty  at «  mili- 
tary commander.  In  all  his  proceedings  with  these  turbulent 
captives,  he  supported  the  authority  of  Congress  and  the 
honor  and  dignity  of  the  commaod  reposed  in  hun;  and  he  re- 
ceived the  entire  approbation  of  that  honorable  body,  to 
whom  he  was  amenable  for  his  conduct.  In  the  most  inte- 
resting and  critical  circumstances  in  which  a  general  could 
poBsihly  be  placed,  he  uniformly  exhibited  a  prudence,  ani- 
matioD,  decision  and  firmness  which  have  done  him  honor, 
and  fully  justified  the  confidence  reposed  in  him. 

**  The  cordial  and  most  explicit  approbation  of  the  army, 
the  inhabitants  of  this  town,  the  army  and  navy  of  oar  illus- 
trious ally,  the  government  of  this  state,  his  Excellency  the 
Commanaer  in  Chief,  and  of  Congress,  added  to  the  conscioas- 
nats  of  hit  having  discharged  his  trust  with  fidelity,  mast 
li  a  great  measure  have  alleviated  the  Fatiguet  incident  to 
his  arduous  station,  and  compensated  the  loss  of  his  health  so 
much  impaired  by  an  incessant  attention  to  business."*  In 
June,  1779,  General  Heath  was  elected  by  Congress  a  com- 
mission^  of  the  Board  of  War,  with  a  salary  of  four  thousand 
dollars  per  annum,  and  allowed  lo  retain  his  rank  in  the 
army,  which  he  declined,  preferring  to  participate  in  active 
operations  in  the  field. 

In  the  summer  of  1 780,  be  was  directed  by  the  Command- 
er in  Chief  to  repair  to  Rhode  Island  to  make  arrangements 
for  the  reception  of  the  French  fleet  and  army,  which  were 
expected  soon  to  arrive.  In  his  interview  with  the  Count 
Rochambeau,  and  other  oflicers  of  the  French  army  and 
navy,  he  proffered  his  friendly  civilitteB,  and  contributed  all 
m  his  power  to  their  comfortable  accommodation,  which  was 

firoductive  of  a  mutual  and  lasting  friendship  between  them, 
ndefatigable  attention  to  duty  in  tbe  various  stations  assigned 
him,  was  a  prominent  trait  in  bis  character.  In  May,  1781, 
General  Heath  was  directed  by  tbe  Commander  in  Chief  to 
repair  to  the  New  England  states  to  represent  to  their  re- 
spective executives  the  distressing  condition  of  our  army, 
and  to  solicit  a  speedy  supply  of  provisions  and  clothing,  ia 
which  he  was  successful.     As  senior  major  general,  be  was 

■  CoDtiscutal  jDwnal,  piinted  it  BoMin,  Novcmtnc  18Ui,  1778. 


more  than  once  commander  of  the  right  mng  of  our  army, 
'  end  during  the  absence  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  at  the 
siege  of  lorktovvn,  he  was  entrusted  with  the  command  of 
the  main  army  posted  at  the  highlands  and  vicinity,  to  fuard 
the  important  works  on  the  Hudson.  On  the  24th  of  June, 
1'784,  hostilities  having  ceased  between  the  two  armies. 
General  Washington  addressed  a  letter  to  Genera)  Heath, 
expressing  his  thanks  for  his  meritorious  services,  and  his 
real  affection  and  esteem,  and  oo  the  same  day  they  took  their 
final  leave. 

General  Heath  was  corpulent  and  bald  headed,  which  oc- 
casioned some  of  the  French  officers  to  observe  that  he  re- 
sembled the  Marquis  of  Granby,  and  he  appeared  ahvays 
pleased  with  the  comparison.  As  an  officer  of  parade  and 
discipline,  he  was  respectable,  but  for  valorous  achieve- 
ments we  look  in  vain  for  his  laurels. 

Immediately  after  the  close  of  the  war.  General  Heath 
was  called  again  into  public  service  in  civil  life,  and  con- 
tinued to  hold  a  seat,  either  in  the  legislature,  or  in  the 
council  of  Massachusetts,  till  the  county  of  Norfolk  was  es- 
tablished, in  1793,  when  he  was  appointed  by  Governor 
Hancock,  Judge  of  Probate,  and  a  Justice  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  the  latter  office  he  did  not  accept.  In  the  for- 
mer he  continued  till  his  death.  He  was  also  a  membqcof  the 
state  convention  which  ratified  the  federal  constitution.  All 
these  offices  he  discharged  with  assiduity,  afTabllity  and  im- 
partiality, and  to  the  general  satisfaction  of  his  fellow 
citizens. 

He  had  formed  his  optni<»i  of  human  nature  on  the  most 
favourable  examples,  and  to  the  close  of  life  had  a  strong  re- 
gard to  popular  opinion.  He  repeatedly  allowed  himself  to 
be  held  up  and  voted  for,  for  the  office  of  Governor  and  Lieu- 
tenant Governor  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  at  one  period, 
had,  no  doubt,  a  willingness  and  desire  to  hold  one  of  these 
offices.  In  1806,  he  was  elected  Lieutenant  Governor. 
His  refusal  of  the  office  was  matter  of  surprize  to  many, 
and  was  by  some  imputed  to  an  unwillingness  to  serve  with 
Governor  Strong ;  while  it  was  well  known  to  those  most 
intimate  with  him,  to  be  owing  to  his  disapprobation  of  the 
conduct  of  the  legislature  of  that  year,  in  their  memorable 
attempt  to  defeat  the  voice  of  the  people,  by  setting  aside 
Governor  Strong's  election. 

He  was  more  than  once  an  elector  of  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  gave  bis  vote  to  those 


wb9  noilertodc  to  appropriate  t«  theMwlTBii  tko  ■■•>•*  f 

Cblkaa,  till  the  election  preoadiiig  lit  detth,  wheabe  wHIh  ' 
U  hia  vote  from  Mr.  MadiMo,  oe  accooat  of  lu  reeen- 
■wHKJing  the  deelanticn  of  wtf  in  181S,  and  •anetiaeiif  tlia 
nieanirei  which  preceded  and  followed  thk  ereet*  aoA 
which  eaaied  the  general  iriiolly  to  withdraw  Ua  eoofideaee 
from  that  admimstrBtitn. 

Such  was  General  Heath'i  public  UI1».  Hia  prirate  oae 
wu  retired  and  domeitie,  amiable,  orderly  aed  indnatrioaa, 
hat  not  remBrkable  for  hogpitality,  or  a  liberal  appr<^>riatioB 
of  properly  to  public  purpoaei.  He  diedatlbnbiiiT,  Jaaaa- 
ty  24Ui,  1814,  aged  77  yean. 


MAJOR  GEJfERM,  BEKJSMUf  LVfCOU^. 

Qeneral  Lincofat  deierres  a  high  rank  ia  the  fraterwty  of 
American  heroea.  He  was  bom  in  HinghaiD,  Mauaehwetta, 
January  83d,  O.  S.  1733.  Hia  early  i^ncatioa  waa  not  anai> 
picioHS  to  his  fatare  eminence,  and  hia  Toeatioa  waa  tftat  of 
a  farmer,  till  be  was  more  than  forty  years  of  age,  tfaoogh  he 
was  commissioned  aa  a  magistrate,  and  elected  a  repraseata- 
tive  in  the  state  legislature.  In  the  year  1775,  he  suatained  the 
office  of  lieatenant  colonel  of  militia,  and  hariog  eaponsed  the 
cause  of  his  country  as  a  firm  and  determined  whig,  Ira  waa 
elected  a  member  of  the  Provincial  Congreu,  and  one  of 
the  secretaries  of  that  body,  and  also  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee of  correspondence.  In  1776,  he  was  appointed  by 
the  council  of  Massachusetts  a  brigadier,  and  sooi  after  a 
major  general,  and  he  applied  himself  assiduously  to  training, 
ann  preparing  the  militia  for  actual  service  in  the  field,  m 
which  he  displayed  ^the  military  talent  which  he  poaseaaed. 
In  October,  ne  marched  with  a  body  of  militia  and  joined  the 
main  army  at  New  York.  The  Commander  in  Chief  from  a 
knowledge  of  his  character  and  merit,  recommended  him  to 
Congress  as  an  excellent  officer,  and  ig  February,  1777,  be 
was  by  that  honorable  body,  created  a  major  general  oo  the 
continental  establishment.  For  several  months  he  com- 
manded a  division,  or  detachmenta  in  the  main  army,  under 
Wtebington,  and  was  in  situations  which  required  the  exer- 
cise of  the  utmost  vigilance  and  caution,  as  well  as  firmneaa 
a»d  courage.  Having  the  command  of  about  five  hundred 
am  m  an  exposed  situation  near  Bound  Brooke  through  the 
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neglect  ofbis  patroleB,  &  large  body  of  the  enemy  approacb- 
ed  within  two  huDdred  yards  of  his  quarters  undiscovered  ; 
the  general  had  scarcely  time  to  mount  and  leave  the  house 
before  it  was  surrounded.  He  led  off  hii  troopa,  however,  ia 
the  face  of  the  enemy,  and  made  good  his  retreat,  though 
with  the  loss  of  about  sixty  men  killed  and  wounded.  One  of 
his  aids  with  the  general's  ba^age  and  papers  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,  as  did  also  three  small  pieces  of  artillery. 
In  July,  1777,  General  Washington  selected  him  to  join  (he 
northern  army  under  the  command  of  General  Gates,  to  op- 
pose the  advance  of  General  Burgoyne.  He  took  his  sta- 
tion at  Manchester,  in  Vermont,  to  receive  and  form  the 
New  England  militia,  as  they  arrived,  and  to  order  their 
march  to  the  rear  of  the  British  army.  He  detached  Colo- 
nel Brown  with  five  hundred  meu,  on  the  I3ih  of  September, 
to  the  landing  at  lake  George,  where  he  succeeded  in  sur- 
prizing the  enemy,  and  took  possession  of  two  hundred  bat- 
teaux,  liberated  one  hundred  American  prisoners,  and  cap- 
tured two  hundred  and  ninety-three  of  the  enemy,  with  the 
Joss  of  only  three  killed  and  five  wounded.  This  enterprize 
was  of  the  highest  importance,  and  contributed  essentially  to 
the  glorious  event  which  followed.  Haviug  detached  two 
other  parties  to  the  enemy's  posts  at  Mount  Independence 
tnd  Skenesborough,  General  Lmcoln  united  his  remaining 
force  with  the  army  under  General  Gates,  and  was  the  se- 
CMid  in  command.  During  the  eauguinar;  conflict  on  the  7th 
of  October,  General  Lincoln  commanded  within  our  lines, 
and  at  one  oMock  the  next  morning,  he  marched  with  his 
divisioo  to  relieve  the  troops  that  had  been  engaged,  and  to 
occupy  the  battle  ground,  the  enemy  having  retreated. 
While  on  this  duty  he  bad  occasion  lo  ride  forward  some  dis- 
tance, to  reccnncHtre,  and  to  order  sume  disposition  of  hit 
own  troops,  when  a  party  of  the  enemy  made  an  unexpected 
movement,  and  he  approached  within  musket  shot  before  b« 
was  aware  of  his  mistake.  A  whole  volley  of  musketry  wat 
initantly  discharged  at  him  and  his  aids,  and  he  received  a 
wound  by  which  the  bones  of  his  leg  were  badly  fractured, 
and  he  was  obliged  to  be  carried  off  the  field.  The  wound 
was  a  formidable  cme,  and  the  loss  of  his  limb  was  for  some 
time  apprehended.  He  was  for  several  months  confined  at 
Albany,  and  it  became  necessary  to  remove  a  c<Hi9iderabIe 
portion  of  the  main  bone  before  he  was  conveyed  to  his  house 
at  Hingham  ;  and  under  this  painful  surgical  operation,  the 
writer  of  this  beiag  prewotj  witnessed  in  him  a  degree  of 
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firmness  and  patience  not  1o  be  exceeded.  I  have  knonn 
him,  says  Colouel  Rice,  who  was  a  member  of  hii  military 
family,  during  the  most  painful  operation  by  the  BUi^eoa,  while 
bystanders  were  frequently  obliged  to  leave  the  room,  enter- 
tain  ua  with  some  pleesant  anecdote,  or  story,  and  draw  forth 
a  smile  fiom  his  friends.  His  wound  continued  several  years 
m  an  ulcerated  state,  and  by  the  loss  of  the  bone  the  limb 
was  shortened,  which  occasioued  lameness  during  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  General  Lincoln  certainly  alFordedvery 
important  assistance  in  the  capture  of  Burgoyne,  though  it 
was  his  unfortunate  lot,  while  in  active  duty,  to  be  disabled 
before  be  could  participate  iu  the  capitulation.  Though  his 
recovery  was  not  complete,  be  repaired  to  bead  quarters  in 
the  following  August,  and  was  joyiully  received  by  Ibe  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  who  well  knew  how  to  appreciate  bts  merit. 
It  was  from  a  development  of  his  estimable  character  as  a 
man,  and  his  talent  as  a  military  commander,  that  he  was 
designated  by  Congress  for  the  arduous  duties  of  the  chief 
command  in  the  southern  department,  under  innumerable 
embarrassments.  On  his  arrival  at  Charleston,  December, 
H'iS,  he  found  thai  he  had  to  form  an  army,  to  provide  sup* 
plies,  and  to  arrange  the  various  departments,  tbat  he  might 
be  able  to  cope  with  an  enemy  consisting  of  experienced 
officers  and  veteran  troops.  This,  it  is  obvious,  required  a 
man  of  superior  powers,  indefatigable  perseverance,  and  un- 
conqueiable  energy.  Had  not  these  been  his  inherent  quali- 
ties, Lincoln  must  have  yielded  to  the  formidable  obstacles 
ivhich  opposed  bis  progress.  About  the  2Sih  of  December, 
General  Prevost  arrived  with  a  fleet,  and  about  three  thou- 
sand British  troops,  and  took  possession  of  Savannah,  after 
routing  a  small  party  of  Americans,  under  General  Robert 
Howe.  General  Lincoln,  immediately  put  bis  troops  in  mo- 
tion, and  took  post  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  river  about 
twenty  miles  fiom  the  city  ;  but  he  ivas  not  in  force  to  com- 
mence offensive  operations,  till  the  last  of  February.  In 
April,  with  the  view  of  covering  the  upper  part  of  Georgia, 
he  marched  to  Augusta,  after  which  Prevost  the  British 
commander,  crossed  the  river  into  Carolina,  and  marched  for 
Charleston.  General  Lincoln,  therefore,  recrossed  the 
Savannah,  and  followed  his  route,  and  on  his  arrival  near  the 
city,  the  enemy  had  retired  from  before  it  during  the  pre- 
vious night.  A  detachment  of  tbe  enemy,  supposed  to  he 
about  six  hundred  men,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Matt- 
land,  being  posted  at  Stooo  Ferry,  where  they  had  erected 
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TForks  for  their  Jefence,  General  Lincoln  resolved  to  attack 
them,  which  he  did  on  the  Idth  of  June.  The  contest  last- 
ed one  hour  and  twenty  minutes,  in  ivbich  be  lost  one  huiH 
dred  and  sixty  men  killed  and  wounded,  and  the  enemy  suffer- 
ed about  an  equal  loss.  Their  works  were  found  to  be  much 
stronger  than  had  been  represented,  and  our  artillery  prov- 
ing too  light  to  annoy  them,  and  the  enemy  receiving  a  reen- 
forcement,  our  troops  were  obliged  to  retire. 

The  next  event  of  importance  which  occurred  with  oor 
general  was  the  bold  assault  on  Savannah,  in  conjunction  with 
the  Count  D'Estamg.  General  Frevost  had  again  possess- 
ed himself  of  that  city,  and  Count  D'Estaing  arrived  with 
his  fleet  and  armament  in  the  beginning  of  September,  1779. 
Having  landed  nearly  three  thousand  French  troops.  General 
Lincoln  immediately  united  about  one  thousand  men  to  hii 
force.  The  prdspect  of  success  was  highly  flattering,  but 
the  enemy  exerted  all  their  efforts  in  strengthening  their 
lines,  and  after  the  Count  had  summoned  the  garrison,  and 
while  Prevoat  was  about  to  arrange  articles  of  capitulation, 
he  received  a  reenforcement.  It  was  now  resolved  to  at- 
tempt the  place  by  a  regular  siege,  but  various  causes. occa- 
sioned a  delay  of  several  days,  and  when  it  commenced,  the 
cannonade  and  bombardment  failed  of  producing  the  desired 
effect,  and  the  short  time  allowed  the  Count  on  our  coast, 
was  quite  insufScient  for  reducing  the  garrison  by  regular 
approaches.  The  commanders  concluded  therefore,  to  make 
an  effort  on  the  works  by  assault.  On  the  9th  of  October,  in  the 
morning,  the  troops  were  led  on  by  D'Estaing,  and  Lincoln  unit- 
ed, while  a  column  led  by  Count  Dillon  missed  their  route  in 
the  darkness,  and  failed  of  the  intended  co-operation.  Amidst 
a  most  appalling  lire  of  the  covered  enemy,  the  allied  troopi 
forced  the  abbatis,  and  placed  two  standards  on  the  parapets. 
But  being  overpowered  at  the  point  of  attack,  they  were 
compelled  to  retire  ;  the  French  having  seven  hundred,  the 
Americans  two  hundred  and  forty  killed  and  wounded.  The 
Count  Pulaski,  at  tbe  head  of  a  body  of  our  horse,  was  mor- 
tally wounded.  General  Lincoln  next  repaired  to  Charles- 
ton, and  endeavoured  to  put  that  city  in  a  posture  of  defence, 
urgently  requesting  of  Congress  a  reenforcement  of  regular 
troops,  and  additional  supplies,  which  were  but  partially  com- 
plied with.  In  February,  1780,  General  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
arrived  and  landed  a  formidable  force  in  the  vicinity,  and  oa 
the  30th  of  March  encamped  in  front  of  the  American  linei 
at  Charleston.     Considering  the  raet  superiority  of  the  ene- 
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my,  both  in  lea  utd  lud  foreei,  it  ini|^  ba  qnMtioited  whetli- 
er  prudenca  and  correct  judgmeiit,  wooM  dictate  an  attempt 
to  aefend  the  eitj  ;  it  ffillnot  be  tnppoied,  however,  that  the 
determioauon  iru  formed  without  uub  moat  mature  delibera-  ' 
tioa,  and  for  reaiooi  perfectly  juitifiable.  .  It  m  weH  knowa 
that  the  general  waa  in  continnal  expectation  of  an  aogmenr 
tatioD  of  strength  by  feenforcementi.  On  the  lOtb  of  April, 
the  enemy  having  made  some  ndvaocei,  inmmoned  the  garii- 
son  to  an  unconditional  surrender,  which  wa*  promptly  refut- 
ed. A  heavy  and  inceiBant  cannooade  wai  luataiued  on  each 
aide,  till  the  11th  of  May,  when  the  beaiegefa  had  conpIeC- 
»d  their  third  parallel  line,  and  having  made  a  aBcond  de- 
mand of  surrender,  a  capitulation  was  agreed  on. 

"  Having  received,"  sayi  the  generu,  "  an  address  from 
the  principal  mhabitanta,  and  from  a  number  of  the  country 
militia,  desiring  that  I  would  accept  the  terms  ;  and  a  request 
from  the  lieutenant  governor  and  council,  that  the  negocia- 
tioii  might  be  renewed;  the  militiaof  the  town  having  tfaroWB 
down  their  arms ;  our  proviiicms,  aavu^  a  little  rice,  being 
eihausted  ;  the  troops  on  the  line  being  worn  down  by  fatigue, 
having  for  a  number  of  days  been  obliged  to  lay  on  the  ban- 
quette ;  our  harbor  closely  blockaded  up ;  completely  in- 
vested by  land  by  nine  thousand  men  at  least,  tbe  flower  of 
the  British  army,  besides  the  large  force  they  could  at  all 
times  draw  from  the  marii)e,  and  aided  by  a  great  number  of 
blacks  in  their  laborious  employments,  tbe  garrison  at  this 
time,  exclusive  of  sailors,  but  little  exceeeding  two  thousand 
five  hundred  men,  part  of  whom  had  thrown  down  their  arma; 
the  citizens  in  general  discontented,  the  enemy  being  within 
twenty  yards  of  our  lines,  and  preparing  to  make  a  general 
assault  by  sea  and  land,  many  of  our  cannon  dismounted,  and 
others  silenced  for  want  of  shot ;  a  retreat  being  judged  im- 
practicable, and  every  hope  of  timely  succor  cut  off,  we 
were  induced  to  offer  and  accede  to  the  terms  executed  on 
the  12th  of  May."  It  is  to  be  lamented  that,  with  all  the 
judicious  and  vigorous  efforts  in  his  power,  General  Lincoln 
was  requited  only  by  the  frowns  of  fortune,  whereas  had  be 
been  soccessful  in  his  bold  eoterprize  and  views,  he  would 
have  been  crowned  with  unfading  laurels.  But  notwithstand- 
ing a  series  of  disappointments  and  unfortunate  occurrences, 
he  was  censured  by  no  one,  nor  wai  his  judgment  or  merit 
called  in  question.  He  retamed  his  popularity,  and  tbe  con- 
fidence of  the  army,  and  was  cmsioered  as  a  most  zealoaa 
patriot,  and  the  bravest  of  toldiera.     "  Tbe  motivei  and 
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feehngs  that  prompted  General  Lincoln  rather  to  risk  a  siege 
than  to  evacuate  Charleston,  were  most  honorable  to  him 
as  a  man  and  a  soldier.  There  was  such  a  balance  of  reasons 
on  the  question,  as  under  the  existing  circumstances  should 
exempt  his  decision  from  blame  or  distrust.  He  could  not 
calculate  on  the  despondence  and  inactivity  of  the  people 
who  should  come  to  his  succor.  The  suspense  and  anxiety, 
the  toil  and  hazard  attending  the  siege,  gave  the  fullest 
scope  to  his  wisdom,  patience  and  valor.  His  exertions 
were  incessant.  He  was  on  the  lines  night  and  day,  and  for 
the  last  fortnight,  never  undressed  to  sleep.""  Notwith- 
standing this  unfortunate  termination  of  his  command,  so 
established  was  the  spotless  reputation  of  the  vanquished 
general,  that  he  continued  to  enjoy  the  undiminished  respect 
and  confidence  of  the  Coi^ress,  the  army,  and  the  Command- 
er in  Chief.f  "  Great  praise  is  due  to  General  Lincoln," 
says  Dr.  Ramsay,  "  for  his  judicious  and  spirited  conduct  iR 
baffling  for  three  months  the  greatly  superior  force  of  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  and  Admiral  Arbuthnot.  Though  Charleston 
and  the  southern  army  were  lost,  yet  by  their  long  protracted 
defence,  the  British  plans  were  not  only  retarded  but  de- 
ranged, and  North  Carolina  was  saved  for  the  remainder  of 
the  year  1780. 

General  Lincoln  was  admitted  to  his  parole,  and  in  No- 
vember following  he  was  exchanged  for  Major  General  Phil- 
lips, a  prisoner  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga.  In  the  cam- 
paign of  1781,  General  Lincoln  commanded  a  division  under 
Washington,  and  at  the  siege  of  Yorktown  he  had  his  full 
iihare  of  the  honor  of  that  brilliant  and  auspicious  event. 
The  articles  of  capitulation  stipulated  for  the  same  honor 
in  favor  of  the  surrendering  army,  as  had  been  granted  to  the 
garrison  of  Charleston.  General  Lincoln  was  appointed  to 
conduct  them  to  the  field  where  their  arms  were  deposited, 
and  received  the  customary  suhmission.  In  the  general  or- 
der of  the  Commander  in  Chief  the  day  after  the  capitula- 
tion. General  Lincoln  was  among  the  general  ot&cers  whose 
services  were  particularly  mentioned.  In  October,  1781, 
he  was  chosen  hy  Congress  secretary  at  war,  retaining  his 
rank  in  the  army.  In  this  office  he  continued  till  October, 
1783,   when  his  pr«fiered  resignation  was  accepted  by  Con- 

■  Notics  orOsoeril  Linecilii  it  the  colleciion  ol*  tha  HiMoriwI  Socielf,  vol.  Sd, 
«econd  Hriea,  from  which  1  h^rs  muia  other  eitiKtt. 
t  Lm'i  moDoin  of  the  Mir  in  the  eraUMTB  depvlnenl. 
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gress  as  (bllowa :  "  Resolved  that  the  resignation  of  Major 
General  Lincoln,  us  secretary  of  war  for  the  United  Stales, 
be  accepted  in  consideration  of  the  earnest  desire  which  he 
expresses,  the  objects  of  the  war  being  so  happily  accom- 
plished, to  retire  to  private  life,  and  that  he  be  informed 
that  the  United  States  in  Congress  assemhled  entertain  « 
high  sense  of  his  perseverance,  fortitude,  activity  and  merito- 
rious services  in  the  Geld,  as  well  as  of  his  diligence,  fidelity, 
and  capacity  in  the  execution  of  the  office  of  secretary  at 
war,  which  important  trust  he  has  discharged  to  their  entire 
approbation."  Having  relinquished  the  duties  and  carea  (^ 
public  employment,  he  retired  and  devoted  his  attention  to 
his  farm;  but  in  1784,  he  was  chosen  one  of  the  commission- 
ers and  agents  on  the  part  of  the  state  to  make  and  execute 
a  treaty  with  the  Penobscot  Indians.  'Wben  in  the  year 
1786 — 7,  the  authority  of  our  state  government  vras  in  a 
manner  prostrated,  and  the  country  alarmed  by  a  most  auda- 
cious  spirit  of  insurrection  under  the  guidance  of  Shays  and 
Day,  General  Lincoln  was  appointed  by  the  governor  and 
council,  to  command  a  detachment  of  militia  consisting  of 
four  or  five  thousand  men  to  oppose  their  progress,  and  com- 
pel them  to  a  submission  to  the  laws.  He  marched  from 
Boston  on  the  20th  of  January,  into  the  counties  of  Worces- 
ter, Hampshire  and  Berksliire,  where  the  insurgents  had 
erected  their  standard.  They  were  embodied  in  considera- 
ble force,  and  manifested  a  determined  resistance,  and  a 
slight  skirmish  ensued  between  them  and  a  party  of  militia 
under  General  Shepherd.  Lincoln,  however,  conducted 
with  such  address  and  enerjty,  that  the  insurjrents  were  rout- 
ed from  one  town  to  another,  till  they  were  completely  dis- 
persed in  all  directions;  and  by  his  wise  and  prudent  mea- 
sures the  insurrection  was  happily  suppressed  without  blood- 
shed, excepting  a  few  individuals  who  were  slain  under 
General  Shepherd's  command.  At  the  May  election,  1787, 
General  Lincoln  was  elected  lieutenant  governor  by  the  legis- 
lature, having  had  a  plurality  of  votes  by  the  people.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  convention  for  ratifying  the  federal 
constitution,  and  in  the  summer  of  1789,  he  received  from 
President  Washington  the  appoictment  of  collector  of  the 
port  of  Boston,  which  oiEce  he  sustained  till,  being  admonish- 
ed by  the  increasing  infirmities  of  age,  he  requested  permis- 
sion to  resign  about  two  years  before  his  death.  In  1789,  he 
was  appointed  one  of  the  commissioners  to  treat  with  the 
Creek  Indiaus  on  the  frontiers  of  the  southern  states,  and  in 
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1793,  he  was  one  of  tbe  commissioDera  to  effect  a  peace 
with  the  western  Indians.  The  subject  of  this  memoir  re- 
ceived from  the  University  of  Cambridge,  Ibe  honorary  de- 
gree of  Master  of  Arts.  He  was  one  of  the  first  members 
of  the  American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  and  he  contri- 
buted by  bis  pen  to  tbe  stock  of  useful  materials  for  their 
respective  publications.  Having  after  faii  resignation  of  thtt 
olBce  of  collector  passed  about  two  years  in  retirement,  and 
ir  tranquillity  of  mind,  but  experiencing  the  feebleness  t^ 
age,  he  received  a  short  attack  of  disease,  by  which  his  hono- 
rable life  was  terminated  on  tbe  9th  of  May,  1810,  aged  7T 
years.  The  following  tribute  is  on  tbe  records  of  tbe  socie- 
ty of  Cincinnati.  "  At  the  annual  meeting  in  July,  1810, 
Major  General  Jobn  Brooks  was  chosen  President  of  the  so- 
ciety, to  supply  the  place  of  our  veoerable  and  much  lament- 
ed President,  General  Benjamin  Lincoln,  who  had  presided 
over  tbe  society  from  the  organization  thereof,  in  1783,  to 
the  9th  of  May,  1810,  tlie  day  of  bis  decease,  with  the  en- 
tire approbation  of  every  member,  and  the  grateful  tribute 
of  his  surviving  comrades,  for  his  happy  guidance  and  affec- 
tionate attentions  during  so  long  a  period,"  General  Lin- 
coln ia  his  very  nature  was  unsusceptible  of  the  spirit  of 
envy.  Whoever  achieved  a  noble  action  to  the  honor  and 
advantage  of  his  country,  whether  as  a  patriot  or  soldier, 
was  with  bim  the  man  of  merit,  and  the  theme  of  eulogy, 
thou!;b  it  might  eclipse  bis  own  fame.  He  was  universally 
respected  as  one  of  the  best  of  men,  of  ardent  patriotism, 
and  of  heroic  courage.  Major  General  Knox,  whose  candor 
and  discriminating  judgment  no  one  will  deny,  was  known  to 
estimate  nest  to  Wasbington,  in  military  talents.  Generals 
Greene  and  Lincoin.  Colonel  Nathan  Rice,  a  respectable 
officer,  who  was  a  member  of  his  military  family,  observes, 
that  the  sacrifice  of  as  much  domestic  happiness  as  falls  to 
the  lot  of  men,  to  serve  his  country,  would  seem  to  place 
his  patriotism  beyond  suspicion.  The  firmness  and  zeal  wiUi 
which  he  rendered  this  service  during  her  struggle,  the 
coolness  with  which  he  met  danger,  his  fortitude  under  bodily 
pain,  privation  and  disappointment,  and  the  confidence  re- 
posed in  bim  by  the  Commander  in  Chief,  all  strongly  evince 
that  his  country  had  not  misjudged  in  elevating  him  to  the 
distinguished  rank  he  held  in  the  army,  While  at  Furys- 
burgh,  on  the  Savannah  river,  a  soldier  named  FickJing,  hav- 
ing been  detected  in  frequent  attempts  to  desert,  was  tried 
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and  sentenced  to  be  hanged.  The  genenl  ordered  ^e  exe- 
cution. The  rope  broke,  a  aecond  wa>  procured,  nhicb 
broke  also ;  the  case  was  reported  to  the  general  for  direc- 
tions. "Let  him  run,"  said  the  general,  "I  thought  be 
looked  like  a  scape  gallows."*  Regularity  both  in  businesi 
and  his  mode  of  living  were  peculiar  traits  in  bis  character  ; 
habitually  temperate,  and  accustomed  to  sleep  unconGoed  to 
time  or  place-  In  conversation  he  was  always  correct  and 
chaste  ;  on  no  occasion  uttering  any  thing  like  profauity  or 
levity  on  serious  subjects,  and  when  others  have  indulged  in 
these  respects  in  bis  presence,  It  was  ever  received  by  hioi 
with  such  marked  disapprobation  of  countenance,  as  to  draw 
from  them  an  instantaneous  apology,  and  regret  for  the  of- 
fence. Having  while  collector,  appointed  a  violent  party 
man  to  a  place  of  profit  merely  from  motives  of  benevolence, 
he  had  frequently,  with  many  others  abused  the  general, 
calling  him  "  a  damned  old  rascal."    On  the  first  opportunity 

the  General  said  to  him,  "  so  Mr,  ,  you  say  I  am  a 

damned  old  rascal,  you  might  have  spared  the  damned," 
Tvithout  adding  a  word  more,  but  it  was  expressed  in  a  man- 
ner that  prevented  a  reply  ;  nor  did  he  remove  him  from 
ollice-  In  tlie  various  characters  of  parent,  husband  and 
master,   I  ever  held  him  up,  says  Colonel  Rice,  as  a  model 


'  GaTilcn,  in  bin  anccdoicii  otihn  American  Rerolulion,  rclatcfi  Ihis  alory 
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ol'  perfection.     The   law   of  kiadneBa   ever   dfrelt   on   hU< 
tongue. 

This  memoir  ml)  be  concluded  by  some  brief  extracts 
from  tbe  Historical  Collections.  "  In  General  Lincoln's 
character,  streagth  and  softness,  the  estimable  and  amiable 
qualities,  were  happily  blended.  His  mind  was  quick  and 
active,  yet  discriminating  and  sound.  He  displayed  a  fund 
of  thought  and  information  derived  from  select  though  limit- 
ed reading,  from  careful  observation  of  men  and  things, 
from  habits  of  thinking  and  from  convei  sation.  A  degree  of 
enthusiasm  or  exaltation  of  feeling  on  the  objects  of  his  pur- 
suit belonged  to  his  temperament,  but  it  was  under  the  con- 
trol of  good  sense  and  sober  views.  He  was  patient  and  cool 
in  deliberation,  in  execution  prompt  and  vigorous.  He  was 
conspicuous  for  plain,  strict,  inflexible  integrity,  united  how- 
ever with  prudence,  candor,  and  a  compassionate  disposition. 
As  a  military  commander,  he  was  judicious,  brave,  deter- 
mined, indefatigable.  His  distinguished  merit  in  this  char- 
acter was  never  denied,  while  all  have  not  agreed  In  opinion 
on  some  of  bis  plans  in  tbe  southern  command.  Being  a  sol- 
dier of  tbe  revolution,  be  had  to  anticipate  the  eO'ect  of  ex- 
perience, and  might  commit  mistakes.  He  was  surrounded 
by  difficulties  ;  he  met  extraordinary  disappointments  in  his 
calculations  of  supplies  and  succors.  In  tbe  principal  in- 
stances which  issued  unfortunately,  the  storming  of  Savannah 
and  the  siege  of  Charleston,  he  had  hut  a  choice  of  evib  ; 
and  which  ever  way  he  decided,  the  course  rejected  would 
have  seemed  to  many  persons  more  eligible.  General  Lin- 
coln was  a  federalist  of  tbe  Washington  school.  He  expe- 
rienced the  benefit  of  his  weight  of  character  and  the  sense 
entertained  by  the  community  of  his  public  services,  in  being 
suffered  to  retain  his  office  of  collector. 

"  Religion  exerted  its  full  influence  over  the  mind  and 
conduct  of  General  Lincoln.  He  was  a  Christian  of  the  An- 
tisectanan.  Catholic,  or  liberal  sect.  He  was  firm  in  his 
faith,  serious  and  aSectionate  in  bis  piety,  without  supersti- 
tion, fanaticism  or  austerity.  He  was  from  early  manhood  a 
communicant,  and  for  a  great  part  of  bis  life  a  deacon  of  tbe 
church.  He  never  shunned  an  avowal  of  his  belief,  nor 
feared  to  appear  what  he  was,  nor  permitted  the  reality  of 
bis  convictions  to  remain  in  doubt.  Tbe  person  and  air  of 
General  Lincoln  betokened  his  military  vocation.  He  was 
of  a  middle  height  and  erect,  broad  chested  and  muscular,  in 
his  latter  years  corpulent,  with  open  intelligent  features,  a 
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««HrKb)«  ind  bewga  aqwct.    Hi*  Biiuan  ve»  ftUgr  »*i 
nmffected,  bat  coarteoui  uid  polite." 

la  all  fail  tnoBUtioM,  both  public  and  prirata,  bii  mnd  n»» 
fllevAted  above  ail  Mrdul  or  tbuter  viewi,  awi  our  hUUi; 
will  not  perbipa  racsrd  moiif  oimei  uord  eatinuble  tbaa 
WW  IhM  of  Oeaera)  LikoIq. 


FREDERICK  WtLUAM  ^VOUSTUS  BSBOJ^ 
DE  aTEUBEJf, 


•  Tbis  bi^If  diftii^idiedperfoiNtgewaa  a  Pmsaiaii  officer, 
aid  de  canp  to  tbe  great  Frederick,  and  betd  tbe  rank  of 
lientenant  general  b  tiie  army  of  that  cotMommate  eommuid- 
er.  He  arrired  in  America  December,  ITTT,  and  present- 
ed bimielf  with  bit  credentials  to  GongrcH,  proffering  his 
aervices  in  our  arn^  without  any  claim  to  rank,  and  reqaeBt- 
ed  permiEBion  onlj  to  render  such  assistance  as  might  be  in 
his  power,  in  the  character  of  a  volunteer.  In  thus  deroting 
himself  to  our  cause  he  made  an  immense  sacrifica,  hj  relin- 

^uishi[lg  his  honorable  station  and  emoluments  m  Europe, 
'ongress  voted  him  their  thanks  for  his  zeal,  and  the  disin- 
terested tender  of  his  services,  and  he  joined  tbe  main  atmy, 
under  General  Washington,  at  Valley  Forge.'  His  qualifica- 
tions for  a  teacher  of  the  system  of  military  tactics  were 
soon  miuiifested  :  having  for  many  years  practised  on  the  sys- 
tem which  the  king  of  Prussia  bed  introduced  into  his  own 
army.  -  !n  May,  1 778,  by  the  strong  recommendation  of  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  Congress  -appointed  him  inspector 
general  with  the  rank  of  major  general.  -  He  commenced  bis 
duties  as  inspector,  beginning  with  the  officers,  who  were 
formed  into  separate  bodies,  frequently  exercised  and  in- 
Btructed  in  the  various  movements  and  evolutions,  when 
manoeuvring  battalions,  brigades,  or  divisions  of  the  army. 
He  exerted  all  his  powers  for  the  establishment  of  a  regular 
system  of  discipline,  economy  and  uniformity  among  our  he- 
terogeneous bodies  of  soldiers.  In  the  discharge  of  this 
Anty,  and  to  effect  his  favorite  object,  he  encountered  ob- 
stacles to  which  a  less  Eealous  spirit  would  have  yielded  as 
insurmouRtflble.     By  his  superior  talents,  indefatigable  in- 
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dustiy  and  perseverance,  he  rendered  a  lerrice  to  our  army, 
without  which  it  could  not  have  attained  to  a  condition  capa- 
ble of  achieving  honor  and  glory  in  the  face  of  European 
veteran  troopa.  Charmed  with  the  neat  and  soldierly  ap- 
pearance of  those  who  had  profited  by  bis  instructions,  and 
duly  improved  in  the  art  of  discipline,  and  equally  detesttne 
the  soldier  whose  atrkward  and  unmilitary  conduct  betrayed 
his  negligence,  there  never  was  a  review  but  the  Baron  re- 
warded the  oue  with  more  than  praise,  and  censured  the 
other,  wheiher  officer  or  soldier,  with  a  severity  equal  to  his 
deserts.  While  reviewing  our  regiment,  he  noticed  iifihe 
ranks  a  very  spruce  young  lad  haadsomely  formed  standing 
erect  with  the  air  of  a  genteel  soldier,  his  gun  and  equip- 
ments is  perfect  order.  The  Baron,  struck  with  his  mili- 
tary appearance,  patted  him  under  his  chin  to  elevate  his 
head  still  more  erect,  viewed  him  with  a  smile,  and  said, 
"bow  long  have  you  been  a  soldier  .'  you  are  one  pretty 
soldier  in  miniature,  how  old  are  you  ?"  Seventeen,  Sir. 
"  Have  you  got  a  wife  ?"  then  calling  to  the  colonel,  said, 
"Colonel  Jackson,  this  is  one  fine  soldier  in  miniature." 

The  Baron  composed  a  complete  system  of  exercise  %nd 
discipline,  which  was  approved  by  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
and  ordered  by  Congress  to  be  published  and  adopted  in  our 
army.  Colonel  VKilliam  North,  and  Colonel  Walker,  were 
aids  de  camp,  and  members  of  his  family,  between  whom 
there  existed  a  mutual   attachment   and  affection,  pure  as 

Earent  and  sons.*  The  Baron  was  distinguished  for  his  ad- 
erence  to  the  principles  of  political  integrity  and  moral  vir- 
tue. His  heart  was  replete  with  generous  sentiments  and 
the  purest  benevolence. 

After  General  Arnold  treacherously  deserted  his  post  at 
West  Point,  the  Baron  never  failed  to  manifest  his  indigna- 
tion and  abhorrence  of  his  name  and  character,  and  while  in- 

*  Coleml  North  aX  an  euly  a^  rolunleared  fail  Hrvicei  in  the  bold  ud  periloua 
entiir]iriie  andertikcn  by  Geacril  Arnold,  in  [he  luiumii  of  )TTS,  to  ptnetrile  la 
CuHdi  Uinmgh  Iha  uqeiplored  KildBrneu  rrom  KennslMc,  sndwu  among  Ib<  mil. 
crible  laffdnn  oho  apprehended  the  horrori  of  dgilh  a  the  •rLidernctu.  When 
Colonsl  Henrj  Jukwa  raued  fail  regiment  in  the  aiiie  of  Muuchuieits,  Ihii  gen- 
Ilemui  wu  conuouilonwl  u  commaniler  of  aeonpanf  in  Ihii  reginent,  in  which 
he  Krrod  with  bonour  till  he  wu  ippoinled  ud  ile  camp  10  Budd  Sleubea.  Bj  the 
uniable  i^uaLitiee  oThiA  heart,  hia  ingratiating  and  gentlemanly  mannera,  he  won  the 
affection  of  the  Buon,  bj  whom  he  waa  treated  with  the  TiTor  of  an  adonlod  aon. 
He  waa  ^poUHed  Adjulanl  Oeneral  to  Uia  uny  eomnianded  b;  Gensral  Wuhing- 
(OB  is  the  jetr  1T98,  when  a  war  with  France  wai  eipected,  and  he  hu  recently 
tnuiarerred  bii  reddence  to  New  London,  in  Connecticut,  II  la  chiefly  by  the  aiil 
of  his  pm  Ihtt  1  an  eoaUsd  (0  rurniih  (hi*  tribute  to  the  meniory  of  lua  jnitly 
celebrUod  palroD. 
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•nctiiw  Coloael  IKeldoB'i  nniDflBt  of  U^t  hone*  As  Bams 
01  Arnold  itJmck  hia  eir.  The  Mildiar  wu  orderetl  to  Urn 
fraot,  he  irat  i  fine  looldi^  fellow,  hia  hone  and  e  , 
ia  excellent  wder.  "  Cbu^  ytni  naaie,  brother  ■ 
joa  are  too  reapectable  to  beu  the  nuae  of  a  Untat." 
**  What  name  ihaU  I  take,  general?"  **  Take  anj  other  atBe, 
muie  ii  at  your  sernee.".  Moit  cheerfully  was  the  i^er 
accepted,  and  his  name  wai  entered  on  the  rdl  as  Steuben. 
He  or  fail  children  nov  enJOT  land  givoB  to  bim  in  the  torn 
of  Stenben  bj  the  Baroa.  Thii  brare  soldier  met  him  after 
the  war.  "  I  am  well  settled,  general,"  said  he,  "  and  hara 
a  wife  and  ion,  I  have  called  mj  ion  after  you,  Sir."  "  I 
thank  yon,  mj  friend,  whst  name  have  yon  nves  the  boy  ?" 
*'  I  called  him  Baron,  what  else  could  I  call  urn  ?" 

The  Baron's  office  as  inspector  did  not  preclude  him  the 
piivUege  of  command  in  the  line  according  to  his  rai^^  and 
at  oue  period  he  wai  commander  of  a  separate  detachment 
u  Virginia,  to  oppose  the  rarages  of  the  enenf  in  that  quar* 
ter.  It  was  with  great  difficulty  that  men  could  l^  procured 
for  the  service,  every  man  was  considered  as  an  Bcanisitior. 
TlA  Baron  was  too  hooeit  to  suffer  an  impoiition  to  oe  prac- 
tised on  the  public.  A  regiment  had  been  collected,  and 
was  paraded  oii  the  point  of  marching,  when  a  well  looking 
man  on  horseback,  and  as  it  appeared  his  servant  oa  another, 
rode  up  and  informed  the  Baron  that  he  had  brought  him  a 
recruit.  *'  I  thank  you,  Sir,"  said  the  Baron,  "  with  all  my 
heart,  you  have  arrived  in  a  happy  moment,  where  is  your 
man,  Cfolooel  -'"  for  he  was  Colonel  in  the  militia.  Here, 
Sir,  ordering  his  boy  to  dismount.  The  Baron's  countenance 
changed,  his  aids  saw  and  feared  the  approaching  storm.  A 
sergetnt  was  ordered  to  measure  tbe  lad,  whose  shoes  when 
off  discovered  something  by  which  his  stature  had  been  in- 
creased. The  Baron  patting  the  child's  head  with  his  hand 
trembling  with  rage,  asked  him  how  old  he  was  ?  He  was 
very  young,  quite  a  child.  "  Sir,"  said  he  to  the  militia 
colonel,  "  you  must  have  supposed  me  to  be  a  rascal."  Oh  I 
no,  Baron,  I  did  not.  "  Then,  Sir,  I  suppose  you  to  be  a 
rascal,  an  infamom,  rascal,  thus  to  attempt  to  cheat  your 
country.  Sergeant,  take  off  this  fellow's  spun,  and  place  him 
in  the  ranks,  that  we  may  have  a  man  able  to  serve  instead 
of  an  infant  whom  he  would  basely  have  made  his  substitute  ! 
Go,  my  boy,  take  the  colouel's  spurs  and  horse  to  bis  wife  ; 
make  my  compliments,  and  say  her  husband  has  gone  to  fight 
fur  the  freedom  of  his  country,  as  an  honest  man  should  do/' 
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and  instantly  ordered — "  platoons  !  to  tlie  right,  ffheel !  for- 
ward march  !"  Colonel  Gaakins,  who  commanded  the  regi- 
ment, fearing  the  consequeocei,  alter  marcbiog  some  dis- 
tance, allowed  the  man  to  escape,  who  immediatelj  made 
application  to  the  civil  authority  for  redress ;  but  Governor 
Jeuerson,  Mr.  Madison  and  others,  not  doubting  the  purity 
of  (he  Baron'i  motive,  and  fully  appreciating  his  honest  zeal, 
prevented  any  disagreeable  results  attending  this  high  handed 
exertion  of  military  power.  '  At  the  siege  of  Yorktown,  the 
Baron  was  in  the  trenches  at  the  head  of  his  division,  and  re- 
ceived the  first  overture  of  Lord  Coniwallis  to  capitulate. 
At  the  relieving  hour  next  morning,  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette 
approached  at  the  head  of  his  division,  to  relieve  him.  The 
Baron  refused  to  quit  the  trenches,  assigning  as  a  reason  the 
etiquette  in  Europe,  that  the  offer  to  capitulate  had  been 
made  during  his  tour  of  duty,  and  that  it  was  a  point  of  honor 
of  which  he  would  not  deprive  his  troops,  to  remain  in  the 
trenches  tilt  the  capitulation  was  signed  or  hostilities  recom- 
menced. The  dispute  was  referred  to  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  and  the  Baron  was  permitted  to  remain  till  the  Bri- 
tish Bag  was  struck.  While  on  this  duty,  the  Baron  perceiv- 
ing himself  in  danger  from  a  shell  thrown  from  the  enemy, 
tiirew  himself  suddenly  into  the  trench  ;  General  Wayne  in 
the  jeopardy  and  hurry  of  the  moment  fell  on  him  ;  the  Baron 
turning  his  eyes,  saw  it  was  his  hrigadier,  "  I  always  knew 
you  were  brave,  general,"  said  he,  "But  I  didnotknowyou 
were  so  perfect  in  every  point  of  duty,  you  cover  your  gen- 
eral's retreat  in  the  best  manner  possihie." 

"  I  have  great  delight,"  says  Major  Garden,  "in  relating 
an  anecdote  which  1  received  from  General  Walter  Stewart ; 
the  truth  of  which  may  be  relied  on."  After  the  capture  of 
Yorktown,  the  superior  officers,  of  the  allied  army,  vied  with 
each  other  in  acts  of  civility  and  attention  to  the  captive  Bri- 
tons. Lord  Cornwallis  and  his  family  were  particularly  distin- 
guished. Entertainments  were  given  in  succession  by  all 
the  major  generals,  with  the  exception  of  Baron  Steuben.  He 
alone  withheld  an  invitation,  not  from  a  wish  to  be  particular, 
nor  that  his  heart  was  closed  to  the  attentions  due  to  misfor- 
tune. His  soul  was  superior  to  prejudice  ;  and,  as  a  soldier, 
he  tenderly  sympathized  in  their  fate,  while  poverty  denied 
the  means  of  displaying  that  liberality  towards  them,  which 
had  been  shown  by  others.  Such  was  his  situation,  when 
calling  on  Colonel  Stewart,  and  informing  him  of  his  intention 
to  itttertaio  t&e  British  commander  in  chief,  he  requested 
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that  he  would  idTtnce  him  a  inm  of  mone;  as  tbs  priee  of 
fait  favorite  charger.  "  Tii  a  good  beaat,"  said  the  Baron, 
'*'  and  baa  proTod  a  iUthfal  Mrrant  throii|^  all  the  dangen 
of  the  xrm ;  hot,  thongfa  patnfal  to  my  heart,  we  mnt 
part."  Colonel  Stewart  to  prevent  a  atep  that  be  knew 
BDit  be  attended  with  great  Iom,  and  ttill  greater  beoBre* 
aiance,  immediately  tendered  hit  pane,  recommeadmg, 
ahogld  the  sum  it  contained  proved  ininfficient,  the  sale  or 
pledge  of  his  watch.  "  Mj  dear  friend,"  said  the  Baroa, 
«'  *tia  alreadj  sold.  Poor  North  was  tick  and  wanted  neeea- 
faries.  He  »  a  brave  fellow,  and  posseisei  the  best  of  heatta. 
The  trifle  it  brought  is  set  apart  for  his  use.  My  horae,  mut 
CO,  so  no  more,  I  beseech  yon,  to  tarn  me  from  my  purpose. 
I  am  a  major  general  m  the  service  of  the  United  states,  and 
my  private  convenience  must  not  be  pat  in  the  scale  with 
the  duty  which  my  rank  calls  on  me  imperionaly  to  per- 
form." A  very  friendly  interconrse  sahnsted  betwera  the 
officers  of  the  French  army  and  those  of  onr  own,  and  dining 
invitations  could'  not  always  be  reciprocated  on  our  part  for 
wantof  the  means.  "  I  can  stand  it  no  lon^r,"  said  the 
Baron,  "we  are  continually  dining  with  these  gentlemen, 
and  such  is  our  penury  that,  except  at  head  quarters,  they 
receive  no  invitations  in  return — take,"  said  he  to  one  of  his 
people,  "  take  the  silver  spoons  and  forks,  and  sell  them,  it  is 
not  republican  to  eat  with  silver  forks,  and  it  is  the  part  of  a 
gentleman  to  pay  his  debts.  They  shall  have  one  good  din- 
ner, if  I  eat  my  soup  with  a  wooden  spoon  forever  alter." 

The  Baron  returned  to  the  northward,  and  remained  with  the 
army  continually  employed,  till  the  peace,  in  perfectii^  its  dis- 
cipline. The  adroitness,  and  above  all,  the  silence  with  which 
his  man<£uvres  were  performed,  was  remarked  with  astmisb- 
ment  by  the  officers  of  the  French  army.  The  Marquis  de  la 
Val  de  Montmorency,  a  brigadier  general,  said  to  the  Baron, 
"  I  admire  the  celerity  and  exactitude  with  which  your  men 
perform,  but  what  1  cannot  conceive  is  the  profound  silence 
with  which  they  mannsuvre."  "  I  don't  know,  Monsieur  le 
Marquis,  whence  noise  should  proceed,  when  evrai  my  brigadiers 
dare  not  open  their  mouths  but  to  repeat  the  orders." 

The  French  troops  were  exceedmgly  loud  in  their  evolutions 
and  marches,  and  Mons.  la  Val  at  all  times  louder  than  the 
rest.  On  a  subsequent  occasion,  designed  to  show  the  high  de- 
gree of  ezpertoess  at  which  onr  officers  and  soldiers  had  ar- 
rived, the  Baron  was  asked  by  one  of  the  French  geoerala,  what 
manoeuvres  he  utended  to  perform.  On  beii^  informed,  **Tea>" 
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replied  the  French  chief,  "  I  have  seeo  particularly  the  last 
you  mention  performed  by  the  Prussians  in  Silesia,  but  with  a 
very  complex  addition,"  which  be  explained.  "  But  you  will 
recollect,  general,  that  we  are  not  quite  Pnissians."  After 
his  guests  had  retired,  the  Baron  said,  "  1  will  let  these  French- 
men know  that  we  can  do  what  the  Prussians  can,  and  what 
their  army  cannot  do  ;  I  will  save  those  gentlemen  who  have 
not  been  in  Silesia  the  trouble  of  going  there,  they  may  come 
to  Verplanck's  Point  next  week  for  instruction."  They  came, 
cliiefs  and  subalterns,  and  every  thing  was  done  in  the  fineitt 
style  to  their  real  or  pretended  admiration.  Here  General 
North  indulges  his  honorable  feelings  in  the  following  apostrophe. 
"  Alas  !  when  I  think  of  time  part,  of  that  day,  and  look  to  that 
eminence  on  which  General  Washington's  marquee  was  pitched, 
in  front  of  which  stood  that  great  man  firm  in  the  consciousness 
of  virtue,  surrounded  by  French  nobles  and  the  chiefs  of  his 
own  army  ;  when  I  cast  my  eyes,  then  lighted  up  with  soldierly 
ambition,  hope  and  joy,  along  that  lengthened  line,  my  brothers 
all  !  endeared  by  ties  made  strong  by  full  communion  in  many 
a  miserable,  many  a  joyous  hour,  my  heart  sinks  at  the  view  ! 
Who,  how  few  of  all  that  brilliant  host,  is  left  !  these  few  are 
tottering  on  the  confines  of  the  grave  !"  The  Baron's  tent  that 
day  was  filled,  and  more  than  filled  with  Frenchmen.  "  I  am 
glad,"  said  he,  "  to  pay  some  part  of  the  dinner  debt  we  oive 
our  allies."  "  On  the  eve  of  returning  to  the  northward  from 
Virginia,"  continues  General  North,  "I  was  sick  and  unable  to 
accompany  the  Baron ;  he  divided  his  purse  with  me,  the 
whole  contents  of  which  were  two  half  joes  ;  his  watch  and  sil- 
ver spoons  and  forks,  brought  from  Germany,  were  already  dis- 
posed of.  '  I  must  go,'  said  the  Baron,  '  I  must  leave  you,  my 
son,  but  i  leave  you  among  a  people  where  we  have  found  the 
door  of  every  house  wide  open  ;  where  the  heart  of  every  female 
is  full  of  tenderness  and  virtue.  Quit  this  deleterious  spot,  the 
icistant  you  are  able  ;  there  is  my  sulkey,  and  here  is  half  of 
what  I  have,  God  bless  you,  I  can  no  more.'  Nor  could  he — 
tlie  feelings  of  friends  in  such  A  moment,  and  under  such  circum- 
stances, may  possibly  be  conceived,  but  not  expressed.  Ajour- 
ney  of  three  hundred  miles  was  before  him,  a  single  piece  of 
gold  in  his  purse.  Are  other  instances  necessary  to  unfold  the 
texture  of  his  heart .'  how  many  have  I  written  on  my  own ! 
There  is,  I  trust,  a  hook,  in  which  they,  every  one  of  them, 
are  entered,  (o  the  credit  of  his  account  with  heaven." 

General  Washii^oa  had  a  high  esteem  for  tbe  Baron,  and 
was  fully  seteible  of  his  worth  and  merits.     On  -all  proper  oc- 
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CMieu  CcogreM  wen  ujed  id  hk  bekftlf,  tad  Aon  tisu  to 
tine  he  recetrad  of  momtf,  good  and  bad,  waM  which  mum 
niTOir  nuaded  men  tbiw^  much  too  luge,  thoagh  be  proved 
Mtii&ctorilyUiethehednTCBiipa  nlarj  of  fivehandradsidl 
ci^i^  ganeti  «  J9mt  m  Enn^.  Bat  in«t  mubs,  bow  mn^ 
emild  bire  been  enHq^b  fw  aw  vrtw  aeucbed  anmd  Cor  wor> 
thj  objects,  wbow  winti  mi^t  be  relieved."  "  Never  did  • 
review  «*  an  inqiectka  paw  withost  rewarde  is  mone^,  to  aol- 
dien  wboae  amu  were  in  the  higbeit  order.  Ncnwr  was  his 
table  nafilled  with  goerts,  if  fumiibed  with  {mvimai.  Ofi- 
•ersof  rank,  men  moit  proauneat  for  kaowMge  and  titentka 
to  tfa^  dnty,  were  marBedfor  invitatko  ;  birt  ue  geatlemta  of 
hii  AB1U5  were  denred  to  complete  the  Uit  with  others  of  ia- 
fcrior  mde  i — poor  fellows,  said  lie,  tbej  have  fieM  oficcrs' 
itoattchs,  withoat  their  ratioas." 

>  The  Baroo  wu  ronrii  as  the  ooeaa  m  a  storm,  wtaca  great 
fiutlls  mtn  oommitted  ;  bat  il^  b  a  saddtn  mt  of  passioi,  he 
had  isjarad,  the  redrem  was  ample.  1  recoUect,  tbt  at  a  re- 
view near  Morriatown,  a  Lieatenant  Giibbaae,  a  brave  and  good 
officer,  vrw  arrested  on  the  ^ot,  and  ordered  into  the  veer,  for 
a  fanit,  which  it  afterwards  appeared  another  had  committed. 
At  a  proper  momrat,  the  commaiider  of  the  re^ment  came  for- 
ward and  informed  tbe  Baron  of  Mr.  Gibbone'  innoceoce,  of  bis 
vrorth,  and  of  hia  acute  feelings  under  this  unmerited  disgrace. 
'*  Desire  Lieutenant  Gibbmis  to  come  to  the  front,  colonel." 
"  Sir,"  said  the  Baron  to  the  young  gentleman,  "  the  fault 
which  was  made,  by  throwing  the  line  into  cttifniion,  might,  in 
the  preaence  of  an  enemy,  have  been  fatal.  1  arrested  you  as 
its  supposed  author,  but  1  have  reason  to  believe  that  I  was  mis- 
taken, and  that  in  this  instance  you  were  blameless  ;  I  ask  your 
pardon ;  return  to  your  command — I  would  not  deal  unjustly  by 
any,  much  less  by  <Bie  whose  character  as  an  officer  is  so  res- 
pectable." AH  this  passed  with  the  Baron's  hat  ofi*,  tbe  rain 
Bourii^  <n  bis  roierable  bead  !-t-~Do  jou  thmk  there  was  an  of- 
ficer, a  sddier  wba  saw  it,  unmoved  by  affection  and  respect  ? 
Not  one. 

In  tbe  company  of  ladies,  the  Baron  always  appeared  to  pe- 
culiar advantage.  At  the  house  of  the  ret^tectable  Mrs.  Liv- 
ingston, motlier  of  the  late  Chancellor,  where  virtue,  talent  and 
modest  worth  of  every  kind  met  a  welcome  reception,  the  Ba- 
ron was  introduced  to  a  Miss  Sheaf,  an  amiable  and  interestii^ 
young  lady.  "I  am  very  happy,"  said  be,  "intbchonM  of  be- 
ing presenled  to  you,  Mademoiselle,  though  I  see  it  is  at  an  infi- 
nite risk  i  I  have  from  my  youth  been  cautioned  to  guard  m^adf 


a^inst  mischief,  but  I  had  no  idea  that  her  attractionB  nere  eo 
powerftil." 

*  Dining  at  head  quarters  with  Robert  Morris,  Esq.  and  other 
gmtlemen,  Mr.  Morm  complained  bitterly  of  the  miserable 
state  of  the  treasury.  "  Why,"  said  the  Baron,  "  are  you  not 
financier,  why  do  you  not  continue  to  create  fundi  ?"  "  I  have 
done  all  I  can,  it  is  not  possible  for  me  to  do  more."  "  Bat 
you  remain  financier  though  without  finances  ?"  "  Yes.** 
"  Well,  then,  1  do  not  think  you  are  so  honest  a  man  Si  mj 
cook.  He  came  tonoe  one  day  at  Valley  Forge,  and  said,  "Ba- 
ron, I  am  your  cook,  and  you  have  nothing  to  cook  but  a  piece 
of  lean  beef,  which  is  hung  up  by  a  string  before  the  fire,  i  our 
negro  wagoner  can  turn  tbe  stru^,  and  do  as  well  as  I  can  ;  yon 
have  promised  me  ten  dollars  a  month,  but  as  you  have  nothing 
to  cook,  I  wish  to  be  discharged,  and  not  longer  be  chargeable  to 
you.  That  is  an  honest  fellow,  Morris."  ' 
'  Tboughrnever  perfectly  master  of  our  language,  the  Baron 
understood  and  spoke  i^with  sufficient  correctness. — He  would 
sometimes  oa  purpose  miscall  names,  and  blend  or  adopt  words 
nmilar  in  sound,  dissimilar  in  meaning.  'Dining  at  head  quai^ 
ters,  which  he  did  frequently,  Mrs.  Washington  asked  what 
amusement  he  had  recourse  to  now  that  the  certainty  of  peace 
had  relaxed  his  labors.  '  I  read,  my  lady,  and  write,  and  play 
chess,  and  yesterday,  for  the  first  time,  I  wenta  fishing.  .  My 
gentleman  told  me  it  was  a  very  fine  business  to  catch  fish,  and  1 
did  not  know  but  that  this  new  trade  might,  by  and  by,  be  useful 
to  me — but  I  fear  I  never  can  succeed— •■I  sat  in  the  boat  three 
hours,  it  was  exceedingly  warm,  and  I  caught  only  two  fish  ; 
they  told  me  it  was  fine  sport.'  '  What  kind  of  nab  did  you 
take,  Baron  i'  '  I  am  not  sure,  my  lady,  but  I  believe  one  of 
them  was  a  whale.'  '  A  whale.  Baron,  m  the  North  River  ?' 
'Yes,  t  assure  you,  a  very  fine  whale,  my  lady; — it  was  a 
whale,  was  it  not  ?'  appealing  to  one  of  his  aids.  '  An  eel,  Ba- 
ron.' <  I  beg  your  pardon,  my  lady,  but  that  gentleman  cer- 
tainly told  me  it  was  a  whale.' '  "General  Washington,  now 
that  his  mind  was  comparatively  at  ease,  enjoyed  a  pleasantry 
of  this  kind  highly." 

For  the  proper  understanding  of  the  following  bon  mot  of 
General  Washington,  it  must  be  mentioned  that  at  Tatawa 
falls  there  was  a  miserable  deformed  object,  who  had  lain  in 
his  cradle  for  twenty-seven  years.  His  head  was  eighteen 
inches  in  length,  and  the  rest  of  his  body  twenty-seven  inches. 
He  received  numerous  visitors,  among  whom  was  his  Excel- 
lency, who  asked  him  whether  he  wns  a  whig  or  a  tory? 


He  annrered  u  he  had  been  taogfat,  Ait  At  kai  »iver  lakm 
on  oclfea  part  en  either  tide.'*  "  A  wortfaT'  gentlemaii  aad 
lad;  came  oat  of  New  York  after  the  prelimineriet  of  peace 
were  ligned,  to  viait  their  frienda,  ain  resided  b  the  eei^ 
boffaood  of  Baroo  Stenben,  by  nhuB  the  whole  part;,  to- 
gether with  hii  Excellency  aod  Udj,  were  inritml  to  diite. 
It  is  proper,  said  the  Baroo,  that  yonr  ExcelleoCT  shoold  be 

uipnaed  Uiat  Mr. aod  his  lady  from  New  York  ere  to 

dbie  with  me,  and  perhaps,  Sir,  yoa  may  not  cbooae  to  meet 

Mr. .     Oh,  Baron,  said  the  General,  langbiog,  there  ■■ 

no  difficulty  on  that  point.   Mr. is  Tcry  like  tbe  big-kead- 

«d  boy  at  Tatawa,  Ae  nwcr  Aoi  taken  an  aclsps  part.  This 
was  allowed  to  be  a  most  adroit  coop  de  sabre  by  those  who 
knew  the  gentleman,  thongfa  it  is  doubted  whether  if  he  had 
heard  it  he  woald  hare  felt  tbe  stroke. 

At  the  disbandment  of  the  reTtdatiooary  army,  when  in- 
mates  of  the  same  tent,  or  hot,  for  sereo  Iok  yean,  were 
sepnratiDg,  and  probably  forever ;  grasping  each  otlier's  hand, 
in  silent  agony,  I  saw  the  Baron's  strmg  endeavors  to  throw 
aome  ray  of  aanshine  on  the  gloom,  to  mix  some  drop  of  cor- 
dial with  the  painful  draught.  To  go  they  knew  not  whither ; 
all  recollection  of  tbe  art  to  thrive  by  ciril  occupations  lost, 
or  to  the  youthful  never  known.  Their  bard  earned  military 
knowledge  worse  than  useless,  and  with  their  badge  of  bro- 
therhood, a  mark  at  which  to  poiot  the  finger  of  suspicion — 
ignoble,  vile  suspicion  !  to  be  cast  out  on  a  world,  long  since 
by  them  forgotten. — Severed  from  friends,  and  all  the  joj-s 
and  griefs  which  soldiers  feel !  Griefs,  while  hope  remained 
— when  shared  by  numbers,  almost  joys !  To  go  in  silence 
and  alone,  and  poor  and  hopeless ;  it  was  too  hard  !  On  that 
sad  day  how  many  hearts  were  wrung  !  1  saw  it  all,  nor  will 
the  scene  be  ever  blurred  or  blotted  from  my  view.  To  a 
stern  old  officer,  a  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cochran,  from  the 
Green  Mountains,  who  had  met  danger  and  difficulty  almost 
in  every  step,  from  his  youth,  and  from  whose  furrowed 
visage  a  tear  till  that  moment  had  never  fallen  ;  tbe  good 
Baron  said — what  could  be  said,. to  lessen  deep  distress? 
"  For  myself,"  said  Cochran,  "  1  care  not,  I  can  stand  it ; 
but  my  wife  and  daughters  are  in  the  garret  of  that  wretched 
tavern.  I  know  not  where  to  remove,  nor  have  1  means  for 
their  removal !"  '  Come,  my  friend,'  said  the  Baron,  •■  let  us 
go — I  will  pay  my  respects  to  Mrs.  Cochran  and  your  daugh- 

*  Sm  ftt  US  of  thu  rolna*. 
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lers,  if  yow  please.'  "I  followed  to  the  loft,  the  lower 
rooms  beins;  all  filled  with  soldiers,  with  drunkenness,  despair 
and  blasphemy.  And  when  the  Baron  left  the  poor  unhappy 
cast-aways,  he  left  hope  with  them,  and  all  he  had  to  give." 
"  A  black  man,  with  wounds  unhealed,  wept  on  the  wharf — 
(for  it  was  at  Newburgh  where  this  tragedy  was  acting) — ■ 
there  was  a  vessel  in  the  stream,  hound  to  the  place  where 
he  once  had  friends.  He  had  not  a  dollar  to  pay  his  passage, 
and  he  could  not  walk.  Unused  to  tears,  I  saw  them  trickle 
down  this  good  man's  cheeks  as  he  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
black  man  the  last  dollar  he  possessed.  The  negro  hailed 
the  sloop,  and  cried,  '  God  Almighty  bless  you,  master 
Baroi !'  " 

What  good  and  honorable  man,  civil  or  military,  before 
the  accursed  party-spirit  murdered  friendships,  did  not  re- 
spect and  love  the  Baron  ?  Who  most  f  Those  who  knew 
him  best.  '  After  the  peace  the  Baron  retired  to  a  farm  in 
the  vicinity  of  New  York,  where,  with  forming  a  system  for 
the  organization  and  discipline  of  the  militia,  books,  chess 
and  the  freqaent  visits  of  his  numerous  friends,  he  passed  his 
time  as  agreeably  as  a  freqnent  want  of  funds  would  permit. 
The  state  of  New  Jcisey  had  given  him  a  small  improved 
farm,  andthe  state  of  New  York  gave  him  a  tract  of  sixteen 
thousand  acres  of  land  in  the  county  of  Oneida.  After  the 
general  government  was  in  full  operation,  by  the  exertions 
of  Colonel  Hamilton,  patronized  and  enforced  by  President 
Washington,  a  grant  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars 
per  annum,  was  made  to  him  for  life.  The  summers  were 
now  chiefly  spent  on  his  land,  and  his  winters  in  the  city. 
His  sixteen  thousand  acres  of  land  were  in  the  uncultivated 
wilderness ;  he  built  a  convenient  log  house,  cleared  sisty 
acres,  parceled  out  his  land  on  easy  terms  to  twenty  or  thirty 
tenants,  distributed  nearly  a  tenth  of  the  tract  in  gifts  to  his 
aids  de  camp  and  servants,  and  aal  himself  down  to  a  certain 
degree  contented  without  society,  except  that  of  a  young 
gentleman  who  read  to  and  with  him.  He  ate  only  at  din- 
ner, hut  he  ate  with  strong  appetite.  In  drinking  he  was  al- 
ways temperate,  indeed  he  was  free  from  every  vicious  ha- 
bit. His  powers  of  mind  and  body  were  strong,  and  he  re- 
ceived to  a  certain  extent  a  liberal  education.  His  days- 
were  undoubtedly  shortened  by  his  sedentary  mode  of  life. 
He  was  seized  with  an  apoplexy  which  in  a  few  hours  was 
fatal.  Agreeably  to  his  desire  often  expressed,  he  was 
wrapped  in  his  cloak,  placed  ia  a  plain  coffin  and  hid  in  the 
53 
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eirth,  without  a  «tonB  to  tell  where  he  liw.  A  ftnr  ■ei^an, 
hu  nrraotB,  the  jroong  gentleman  his  late  compankn,  aod  sob 
M  whom  for  fifteen  years  hiscoantenaDce  aerer  oeased  to  bean 
wHh  kindaew,  fidlovred  to  the  grave.  Itwas  in  a  thiok,  a  Ine- 
ly  wood,  hot  in  a  few  jean  after  a  pnbUc  hkhwaj  waa  opi»Bi 
■ear  or  over  the  haUowed  sod  !  Colcael  VValkw  Matched  the 
poor  renuina  of  his  dear  friend  from  sacrik^oua  nirfaUai,  md 
gave  a  bounty  to  protect  the  mm  in  iriuch  he  laid  them  Iran 
rode  and  impious  mtnuioo.  He  died  in  1 796,  in  the  6fitli  jear 
of  hit  age.* 
'*  Sraw  few  years  previous  to  the  Baroo'a  deidh,  a  pioos 
''man  of  dw  city  of  New  York,  n^  had  a  great  affection 


for  him,  told  me,  with  straw  marks  of  joj,'  that  tbc^  had  paaa- 
ed  the  evening,  and  a  part  u  the  last  ni^t  togetiter — that  the 
Baron  coofened  his  full  belief  in  Jesus  Cluriat,  with  sure  and 
certain  h«^,  through  liim,  of  a  blessed  immortality.  *■  Fram 
the  life  our  dear  friend  bis  led,  in  camps  and  in  the  gay  world,' 
said  the  good  man,  '  I  feared  ;  and  you  do  not  know  what  m  I 
feel,  in  £e  belief  that  he  will  be  well  to  all  eben^  I'  T\m> 
BaroD  wfti  a  member  of  the  Reformed  German  Charch, .  in 
New  York." 

General  North,  from  the  impulse  of  his  own  affectiooale  and- 
grateful  feeling,  erected  a  handsome  nKmumeut,  witli>an  appro- 
priate inscription,  in  the  Reformed  German  Church  in  New 
Voili,  to  the  memory  of  his  illustrious  patron  and  frimd,  and 
these  pages  accord  with  the  views  of  that  memorial  in  trana- 
mitting  to  posterity  a  renowned  hero,  whose  name  and  mvalua- 
ble  labors  snould  never  be  fbrgotten. 

What  remained  of  the  Baron's  estate,  excepting  one  thou- 
sand dollars  and  bis  library,  which  be  willed  to  a  youth  vrtiose 
father  had  rendered  essential  service  in  the  war,  and  whose 
educatiw  he  geoeronsly  charged  himself  with',  was  bequeathed 
to  his  two  afiectionate  aids  de  camp. 


THE  MMiQUlS  DE  LA  FAYETTE* 

MAJOR    OEfTERAL. 

The  name  and  character  of  this  illustrious  French  nobleman 
will  occupy  a  c<m9picuous  place  in  our  revolutionary  annals, 

*  Ha  wu  bom  September  6ih,  17ST,  uid  in  1TT4  muricd  to  the  CnantMi  Aou- 
luic  de  NMillcf,  (lui«ht>r  of  (he  Duk«  de  NoaiOw,  &  Ud;  «f  indstan  tbrtoM  ud 
the  moft  brUlUoi  Kcompliibamiti. 
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and  be  honwed  by  poateritj  no  less  Tor  fais  entbueiaBtic  love  of 
liberty,  tban  for  his  heroism  and  military  renown.  There  is 
somettung  truly  romantic  in  the  history  of  this  celebrated  per- 
sonage. In  the  year  1 776,  at  the  immature  age  of  nineteen,  be 
espoused  the  cause  of  the  Americans,  .and  nobly  resolved  to  af- 
ford our  country  all  posuble  assifitance  by  his  persoual  services 
and  influence.  At  this  era  the  afiairs  of  America  were  border- 
ing on  despair,  and  were  represented  in  France  as  so  deplorable 
that  it  might  be  supposed  sufficient  to  repress  the  most  deter- 
mined zeal.  Reports  were  propagated  in  that  country  that  oar 
army,  reduced  to  a  mere  rabble,  was  flying  before  an  army  of 
thirty  thousand  regulars,  nor  was  this  very  wide  from  the  reali- 
ty. In  consequence  of  this,  our  commissioners  at  Paris  found 
it  impossible  to  procure  a  vessel  to  convey  the  Marquis  and 
their  own  despatches  to  Congress  ;  they  could  not  therefore  feel 
justified  in  mcouraging  h'ls^^bold  contemplated  enterprise.  This 
embarrassment,  however,  had  the  efiect  of  increasing,  rather 
than  of  restraining  his  youthful  ardo^  and  beroism.  He  impart- 
ed to  the  commissioners  bis  detemunaliw  to  purchase  and  fit 
out  a  vessel  to  convey  Iiimself  and  their  despatches  to  America. 
This  project  was  deemed  so  extraordinary  and  important,  that 
it  did  ncrt  fail  to  engage  universal  attoitioa.  The  French  court 
bad  not  then  declared  ev^  a  friendly  intration  towards  An)& 
rica,  but  on^be  contrary  was  extremely  cautious  of  giving  of- 
fence to  the  British  government.  Orders  frere  therefore  given 
prohibitii:^  the  departure  of  this  nobleman,  and  vessels  Were 
even  despatched  to  the  West  Indies  to  intercept  him,  in  case 
he  should  take  that  route.  The  Marquis  was  welt  apprized 
that  he  exposed  himself  to  tbe  loss  of  his  fortune  by  the  laws  ol 
France  ;  and  that,  should  he  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  English, 
m  his  passage,  he  would  he  liable  fo  a  confinement  of  uncertain 
durati(»i,  and  without  a  prospect  of  beiag  exchanged.  These 
considerations,  however,  did  not  deter  him  from  the  attempt, 
:  and  bidding  adieu  to  his  amiable  ccoisort  aud  numerous  endear- 
'  ed  dMuiesioDii,  and  trusting  to  good  fortune  to  favor  his  elope- 
ment, be  embarked,  and  arrived  safe  in  Charlestm,  S.  C. 
cm  the  19th  of  April,  1777.  He  landed  soon  after  tbe  no- 
ble defence  made  by  General  Moultrie  at  the  fort  on  Sulli- 
van's Island.  Charmed  with  the  gallantry  displayed  by  that 
general  and  his  brave  troops,  the  Marquis  presented  him  with 
clothing,  arms  and  accoutrements  for  one  Iiundred  men.  He 
met  with  a  cordial  reception  from  our  Cot^ress,  and  tbey  im- 
mediately accepted  his  proffered  services.  He  insisted  that  he 
U'ould  receive  no  compensation,   and  that  he  would  commence 


hii  MrriCM  u  a  Tduiiteer.  Thii  nobis  phfluthrcpist  wu 
receired  into  the  family  of  the  Commuider  in  Chiei,  whttrtt 
ft  itroi^  mutual  attachment  waa  contracted,  and  be  haa  ■«£- 
ten  been  called  the  adopted  ton  of  Watbti^oD.  JbIt  Slit, 
1777,  Congreaa  rerolved,  that,  "  Whereu  the  Marqnu  do  la 
Fayette,  out  f^  his  great  xeal  to  the  came  of  liberty  in  which 
the  United  States  are  engaj;ed,  has  left  hit  family  and  cob- 
nexioDB,  and  at  his  own  expense  come  over  to  offer  his  ler- 
vicei  to  the  United  States  ffitbout  pension  or  particular  al- 
lowance, and  is  anxious  to  risk  his  life  in  our  cause — Re- 
solved, that  bifl  service  be  accepted,  and  that  in  consideration 
of  his  zeal,  illustrious  family  and  connexicus,  he  have  the 
rank  and  commisBion  of  major  general  in  the  armj  of  tba 
United  States."  At  the  battle  of  Braodywine,  September, 
1777,  the  Marquis  exhibited  full  proof  of  bis  undaunted  brave- 
ry and  military  character,  and  received  a  wound  in  his  leg. 
la  May,  1778,  with  a  select  corps  of  two  thousand  dve  hiu- 
dred  men,  he  crossed  the  Schuylkill  and  took  post  about 
twelve  miles  in  front  of  our  army  at  Valley  Fof^e.  A  qna- 
ker  in  whose  house  he  was  to  lodge,  sent  information  to  the 
enemy,  who  formed  an  instantaneous  design  of  surprising  him. 
General  Gray,  on  ihe  night  of  the  19th  of  May,  marched 
with  seven  thousaad  men,  and  by  a  ekilful  movement  got  into 
the  Marquis'  rear,  while  another  detachment  was  advancing 
to  his  front.  The  MartjuiB  fortunately  gained  intelligence  of 
their  approach,  and  by  a  prompt  decision  effected  his  retreat 
and  recrosiied  the  river  in  season  to  defeat  the  design  of  the 
enemy.  Had  they  succeeded,  it  must  not  only  have  proved 
fatal  to  the  Marquis  and  his  detachment,  but  placed  the  re-. 
mainder  of  our  army  in  a  situation  of  extreme  hazard.  In 
August,  1778,  the  Marquis  repaired  to  Rhode  Island,  to  as> 
sist  in  the  expedition  under  Major  General  Sullivan,  in  con- 
junction with  the  French  fleet,  and  he  received  the  particu- 
lar approbation  and  applause  of  Congress,  for  his  judicious 
and  highly  important  services.  In  January,  1779,  the  Mar- 
quis embarked  at  Boston,  on  a  voyage  to  France,  and  was 
subjected  lo  imminent  danger  from  a  conspiracy  among  the 
sailors,  a  great  part  of  whom  were  British.  He  returned  in 
May,  1780,  bringing  the  joyful  intelligence  that  a  French 
fleet  and  army  would  soon  arrive  on  our  coast.  Through  his 
great  zeal  for  the  cause  of  the  United  States,  he  exerted 
his  influence  with  his  government,  no  longer  fearful  of  giving 
offence  to  the  English,  to  afford  money  and  troops  and  other 
important  succors.     He  was  soon  put  at  the  bead  of  a  select 
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carps  of  light  iofaiitry  for  the  service  of  the  campaign.  This 
afforded  him  a  new  opportunity  for  the  display  of  his  munifi- 
cence. He  presented  to  every  officer  under  his  command 
an  elegant  sirord,  and  his  soldiers  were  clothed  in  unirorm 
principally  at  his  expense.  He  infused  into  this  corps  a  spi- 
rit of  pride  and  emulation,  viewing  it  as  one  formed  and  mo- 
deled according  to  his  own  wishes,  and  as  deserving  his  high- 
est confidence.  They  were  the  pride  of  his  heart,  and  he 
the  idol  of  their  regard  ;  constantly  panting  for  an  opportuni* 
ty  of  accomplishing  some  signal  achievement  worthy  of  his 
and  their  character.  This  corps  was  pronounced  equal  to 
any  that  could  be  produced  in  any  country,  in  December, 
1780,  he  marched  with  one  thousand  two  hundred  light  infan- 
try for  Virginia,  to  counteract  the  devastations  of  Arnold  and 
Phillips.  He  made  a  forced  march  of  two  hundred  miles, 
aod  prevented  General  Phillips  possessing  himself  of  Rich- 
mond, and  secured  the  stores  at  that  place.  At  one  period 
there  was  not  a  single  pair  of  shoes  in  his  whole  command, 
and  such  was  his  zeal  and  generous  spirit,  and  such  the  con- 
fidence and  respect  of  the  people,  that  he  was  enabled  to 
borrow  of  the  merchants  of  Baltimore  two  thousand  guineas 
on  his  own  credit,  with  which  he  purchased  shoes  and  other 
necessary  articles  for  his  troops.  'The  Marquis  was  employ- 
ed in  watching  the  motions  of  Lord  Cornwallis  in  Virginia, 
with  an  inferior  force  ;  in  this  arduous  duty  he  displayed  the 
judgment,  skill  and  prudence  of  a  veteran,  with  the  ardor  of 
youth.  In  a  skirmish  near  Jamestown,  not  a  man  iu  the 
whole  detachment  was  more  exposed,  and  one  of  his  horses 
was  killed. 

Lord  Cornwallis  having  encamped  near  Jamestown,  the 
Marquis  La  Fayette  sent  General  Wayne  with  the  Pennsyl- 
vania troops  to  take  their  station  within  a  small  distance  of 
the  British  army  and  watch  their  motions.  The  two  advanc- 
ed parties  were  soon  engaged,  and  General  Wayne  drove 
that  of  the  enemy  back  to  their  lines,  and  without  stopping 
there,  attacked  the  whole  British  army,  drawn  up  in  order 
of  battle  and  charged  them  with  bayonets.  The  action  was 
extremely  severe  for  the  little  time  it  lasted,  but  the  dispro- 
portion of  numbers  was  so  great  that  the  enemy  was  or  the 
point  of  surrounding  our  troops,  when  the  Marquis  arrived  io 
person,  just  time  enough  to  order  a  retreat,  by  which  they 
were  rescued  from  their  hazardous  situation,  after  suffering 
considerable  loss. 


4t4  ArPERDiz. 

Gtonera)  Henry  Lee,  ia  Us  Menein  of  Uie  War  ia  the 

Soa^m  Statei,  ealu^ei  the  ehoncter  wkI  cMdoct  of  Le 
Feyette  wIubd  compeUed  to  flj  before  the  BriUih  cmaauaA- 
er,  is  the  fdloiriif  langatge. 

"  In  Hob  period  of  gloom,  of  diaorder  ud  of  peril,  Ln  Fay* 
etie  was  collected  aiw  indiimayed.  With  zeal,  with  eoartfe, 
•ad  with  lancitf ,  he  discharged  his  ardaooi  dntiei ;  and 
thronsfaout  liis  difficult  retreat  wai  nerer  broaght  even  to 
array  bat  once  in  order  for  battle.' — Inrigoratiiw  ourconncUa 
by  hu  precepts ;  dispelling  our  deipoadeDcy  by  bis  example ; 
and  encouraging  his  troops  to  submit  to  tlieir  many  privahoni^ 
by  the  cheerfnlneu  nith  which  he  participated  in  their  wants ; 
be  imparted  the  energy  of  his  own  mind  to  the  eoontiy,  and 
Infuted  bis  high  toned  spirit  into  the  army." 

Great  encomium*  were  pawed  on  the  Harqai*  for  his  fan- 
maaiU  and  goodness  in  Tisiting  and  administering  to  the  re- 
lief of  the  wounded  soldiers.  Lord  CtHnwallis  faaTiiq[  reeeiv- 
ed  a  reenforcemoit,  was  so  crafident  of  snccem  against  hia 
young  Kntagoniit,  that  he  imprndently  said  in  a  letter  which 
was  intercepted,  *'  the  boy  cammet  acapt  nu."  He  plaBoed 
the  surprize  of  the  Marquis  while  on  the  same  aide  of  James 
river  with  himself,  but  in  this  he  was  baffled  by  means  of  a 
■py,  whom  the  Marquis  sent  into  the  enemy's  camp  to  obtain 
some  necessary  intelligence.*  A  combination  of  talents  and 
■kill  defeated  all  the  energies  of  physical  power.  During  the 
siege  of  Lord  Cornwallis  at  Vorktown,  the  Marquis  was 
among  the  most  active  and  intrepid  of  the  general  officers, 
and  he  commanded  a  detachment  of  our  light  infantry,  which 
successfully  assaulted  the  British  redoubt  on  the  right  of  our 
lines.  Previous  to  his  departure  from  Yorktown,  be  issued 
bis  last  orders  to  his  favourite 'corps  of  infantry,  in  which  are 
contained  the  following  expressions. 

"  In  the  moment  the  major  general  leaves  this  place,  he 
wishes  once  more  to  express  his  gratitude  to  the  brave  corps 
of  light  infantry,  who  lor  nine  months  past,  have  been  the 
companions  of  his  fortunes.  He  will  never  forget  that  with 
them  alone,  of  regular  troops,  ha  had  the  good  fortune  to 
maneeuvre  before  an  army  which  after  all  its  reductions  is 
still  six  times  superior  to  the  regular  force  he  had  at  that 
time." 

The  Marquis  now  perceiving  that  the  mighty  contest  for 
American  Independence,  in  which  he  has  been  so  nobly  en- 

'  f-f.  p(t{«  290  oriliis  volume,  for  <ut(hcr  particulart. 
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gaged,  was  iteKr  its  completion,  wai  about  to  return  nith  the 
well  earned  laurels  tn  his  bronr  to  bia  king  and  country. 
Congress  resolyed  Nor.  23d,  1781,  '*  that  major  general  th« 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette  be  informed,  that,  on  a  review  of  bit 
conduct  tbrougbout  tbe  past  campaign,  and  particularly  dur- 
ing the  period  inwhichhehad  tbe  chiefcommand  in  Virginia, 
tbe  many  new  proofs  which  present  themselves  of  his  zeal* 
0U8  attachment  to  the  cause  he  has  espoused  and  of  his  judg- 
ment, vigilance,  gallantry  and  address  in  its  defence,  have 
greatly  added  to  the  bi^  opinion  entertained  by  Congress 
of  his  merit  and  military  talents."  During  his  military  ca- 
reer in  America,  the  Marquis  displayed  that  patriotism,  in< 
tegrity,  humanity,  and  every  other  virtue  which  characterize 
real  greatness  of  soul.  His  manners  being  easy,  affable  and 
engaging,  he  was  particularly  endeared  to  the  officers  and 
soldiers  under  his  command  ;  they  admired,  loved,  and  re* 
vered  him  as  their  guide  and  support  when  in  peril,  and  their 
warmest  friend  when  in  perplexity  and  trouble.  The  most 
affectionate  attachment  subsisted  between  him  and  the  illus- 
trious Chief  under  whose  banners  it  was  bis  delight  to  aerre, 
wai  whose  language  was,  "  this  nobleman  unites  to  all  tbe  . 
military  fire  of  youth,  an  uncommon  maturity  of  jndgment." 

His  very  soul  burned  with  the  spirit  of  enterprise,  and  he 
manifested  a  disioterestedaess  and  devotion  to  tbe  caose  of 
freedom,  ever  to  be  admired  and  applauded  by  a  grateful 
people.  He  ever  discovered  both  in  design  and  esecutioi^ 
those  traits  of  genius,  and  that  intuitive  knowledge  of  tactics, 
which  designate  the  great  man,  and  the  snccessfol  warrior. 
The  people  of  the  United  States  are  fully  apprized  of  their 
high  obligatioos  to  him,  and  their  history  will  transmit  the 
name  of  La  Fayette  with  grateful  acknowledgments  to  the 
latest  posterity.  It  is  gratLfyiog  to  learn  that  Congress  grant- 
ed him  a  valuable  tract  of  land,  as  a  compensation  in  part  for 
his  disinterested  patriotism  and  important  services. 

Tbe  Marquis  returned  to  France  in  1781,  and  in  1784, 
again  came  to  the  United  States,  to  visit  bis  friends  and  com- 
panions in  arms,  to  whom  be  was  attached  by  the  strongest 
ties.  lu  this  visit,  he  received  the  moat  flattering  marks  of 
affection  and  esteem  from  every  class  ofpeople,  but  especial- 
ly from  his  fellow  officers  of  the  revolutionary  army.  In 
BostcHi,  the  Society  of  Cincinnati,  then  very  numerous,  bailed 
him,  as  a  beloved  friend  and  sharer  with  them  in  the  services 
and  honors  of  the  war  for  liberty  and  independence. 


4t6  -  APHNSIX. 

When  in  Dso«mber,  1784,  the  Marqiiivru  riwBt  to  tflgd 
hii  departure  from  Americt,  Cw^reM  appiniited  ft  cotoi- 
mittee  conBtitiDgofooe  member  tma  each  rtitie,  to  recwre  - 
bim,  And  in  the  name  of  Conzreu  to  take  leare  of  Um  id 
•neb  manner  ai  nught  strong^  manifeit  their  eateem  nnd 
regard  for  him.  Thej  were  ioatmetecl  to  aMore  him,  that 
Cnwreu  continue  to  entertain  the  same  high  sense  of  his 
■hilities  and  seal  to  promote  the  welfare  of  America,  both 
here  and  in  Europe,  which  they  have  frequently  expresaed 
and  manifested  on  former  occasions  ;  that  the  United  States 
regard  him  with  particular  affection,  and  will  not  cease  to 
feel  an  interest  in  whatever  may  coDCem  his  honor  and  pros' 
perity,  and  Uiat  their  best  and  kindest  wishes  will  alwaya 
attend  him.  Cwgress  resolved  alio,  "  that  a  letter  be  written 
to  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  expressive  of  the  high  sense 
which  the  United  States,  in  Coi^ress  assembled,  entertain 
of  the  zeal,  talents  and  meritoriDus  services  of  the  Marquis 
de  la  Fayette,  and  recommending  him  to  the  favor  and  patro- 
nage of  his  majesty."  The  Marquis  made  a  very  respet^ul 
ana  affectionate  reply,  in  which  he  expressed  the  lively  feel- 
ings of  a  heart  devoted  to  the  welfare  of  our  rising  empire,  and 
gratefully  acknowledged,  that  at  a  time  wheu an  tnexpeiiciic- 
ed  youth,  he  was  favoured  with  hia  respected  frieud's  pater- 
nal adoption.  He  thus  concludes  his  address.  "  May  this 
immense  temple  of  freedom  ever  stand  as  a  lesson  to  oppres- 
sors, an  example  to  the  oppressed,  a  sanctuary  for  the  rights 
of  mankind  ;  and  may  these  happy  United  States  attain  that 
complete  splendor  and  prosperity  which  will  illustrate  the 
blessings  of  their  government,  and  for  ages  to  come  rejoice 
the  departed  souls  of  its  founders.  Never  can  Congress 
oblige  me  so  much  as  when  they  put  it  in  my  power  in  every 
part  of  the  world  to  the  latest  day  of  my  life,  to  gratify  the 
attachment  which  will  ever  rank  me  among  the  most  zeal- 
ous and  respectful  servants  of  the  United  States."* 

The  part  which  General  Lafayette  took  in  the  great  revo- 
lution in  France,    in    1769-92,   is  known  to  every  one,  ac- 

*nra(f/iiiSmHii(enic(.-.Ilii  well  lecollected,  that  altar  (ha  great  Grc  in  Boaten, 

in  1787,  Ihc  Marquii  de  la  Fiyclle,  IhSD  in  Franca,  immediate^  •trotg  to  Sunnel 
BrMb,  E«].  hia  fiiend,  to  diaw  on  him  lot  £300  ilerliDg,  to  be  appliad  to  Iha  re- 
ligfof  the  luflbran.  Ths  bill  was  according1]r  dnwa,  and  tha  bouni)' appUed. 
Mr.Urccli.aiotloflhBiboTe,  noiraMcmberDfCon^eMftoraFcnDavlTania,  atil) 
presotvu  Ihe  lallar  of  the  Mirquit  aa  a  prccioui  meTnorial  of  fait  philanthropy  and 
Ameriran  feeling.  The  only  aon  of  the  Marquii  (who  i*,  we  belieoe,  or  hu  been 
a  Msmher  oT  the  Frcocb  Chamber  of  Daputiei}  be(i>  iha  name  or  Grorgt  tVoah- 
intlon,  and  hia  two  ddIt  dauriiten  the  duim  of  Virginia  and  Cororaia. — Cm> 
tiiul.  Fib.  1824. 
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qaainted  with  the  history  of  those  times.  He  was  an  active 
had  influeotial  membei  of  the  Legislative  Agaeiobly  of 
FrBQce  at  that  eveotful  period  ;  and  proved  himeelf  a  decid- 
ed aad  ardent  friend  of  civil  liberty  in  his  own  country,  as 
tvell  as  ia  America.  But  he  was  not  among  the  extravagant 
advocates  of  reform  ;  much  less  did  he  approve  or  assist  in 
the  cruel  scenes  of  bloodshed,  which  were  exhibited  in  that 
devoted  countrr,  during  the  Revolution.  He  wished  for  a 
limited,  instead  of  an  absolute,  monarchy,  with  a  legislative 
body  composed  of  representatives  elected  by  the  people,  who 
might  be  a  check  upon  the  despotic  or  oppressive  measures 
of  the  ministry  ;  ana  no  doubt  he  would  have  preferred  a 
government  entirely  republican  and  elective,  had  it  been 
practicable,  at  that  period,  in  France  ;  but  he  was  too  wise, 
and  too  prudent,  to  risk  all  in  attempting  to  gain  every  thing 
he  wished.  When  the  excesses  took  place  io  Paris,  and  the 
life  of  the  King  was  threatened,  he  endeavoured  to  set  bounds 
to  the  licentiousness  of  the  populace,  and  to  defend  his  per- 
son. Had  other  friends  of  liberty  and  of  reform  in  France,  in 
1790,  been  as  reasonable  as  he  was,  they  might  have  had  a 
better  government  than  they  now  have,  and  that  without  such 
great  expense  of  blood  and  treasure.  His  moderation  render- 
ed him  obnoxious  to  the  more  ardent  leaders  of  the  revolu- 
tion, and  he  was  obliged  to  flee.  He  was  taken,  most  unjustly 
treated  as  an  enemy  to  his  country,  and  cast  Into  a  dungeon 
in  Germany,  where  he  was  detained  nearly  three  years,  aad 
suffered  every  thing  but  death.  But  his  integrity  and  inno- 
cence supported  him  under  all  his  sutTerings.  When  he  was 
released  and  had  returned  to  France,  he  was  again,  for  a 
short  time,  in  the  legislative  assembly,  during  the  reign  of 
Sonaparte ;  but  was  too  sincere  a  friend  to  civil  liberty 
and  too  great  an  enemy  to  arbitrary  power,  to  be  a  favorite 
of  that  ambitious  man.  For  several  years,  therefore,  be 
remained  on  his  extensive  farm,  La  Grange,  while  Napoleon 
was  ruling  France  with  a  rod  of  iron. 

He  had  often  expressed  a  desire  to  visit  once  more  the 
land  which  had  adopted  him  as  a  favorite  son,  where  liberty 
dwells  with  all  her  ample  train  of  social  blessings,  and  where 
he  might  embrace  the  civil  and  military  patriots,  with  whom 
he  had  long  since  been  so  closely  associated.  Many  assur- 
ances were  given  him,  that  be  would  be  received  with  open 
arms,  and  throbbing  bosoms.  A  public  invitation  was  given 
him  to  visit  the  United  States,  and  a  ship  of  war  tendered 
him  for  his  more  comfortable  acconimcdation.  The  latter, 
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he  declined  ;  Ihough  he  accepted  a  limBar  convajaoce,  oo 
bis  return  to  FraDce,  after  hii  Yisit  wu  iccompliahed. 

He  arrived  at  New  Vork  the  15th  of  August,  1824,  where 
lie  was  received  by  all  classes  of  citizens,  as  well  as  by 
the  municipal  authorities,  with  uacommon  demonstration!  « 
joj.  His  reception  was  cordial  and  splendid  ;  and  the  whole 
population  of  that  extensive  city  were  eagerly  engaged  in  dii- 
playing  their  gratitude  for  his  services,  and  their  attachment 
to  his  character.  Before  Gen.  La  Fayette  left  Prance,  »ad 
when  it  was  reported  that  he  intended  to  visit  America,  the 
citizens  of  Boston  had  directed  a  letter  of  invitation  to  be 
forwarded  him,  with  assurances  of  the  great  gratification 
tbey  should  derive  from  his  company,  and  requestii^  bin  to 
spend  as  much  time  as  possible  in  this  ancient  metropolis  of 
New  England,  where  he  had  so  many  friends  aod-admirera. 
On  his  arrival  at  New- York,  the  invitati<u  was  repeated- 
After  remaining  a  few  days  in  that  city,  he  commenced  hi* 
journey  for  Boston,  where  he  arrived  on  the  morning  of  the 
24th  of  August.  In  his  tour,  he  visited  New  Haven,  Prov^ 
dence,  and  some  other  cities.  His  approach  was  anticipated 
with  great  interest  and  exultation.  He  entered  the  city  at 
10  o'clock  ill  the  morning,  and  was  met  at  the  southern  ex- 
tremity by  an  immense  concourse  of  ihe  inhabitants  ;  and  by 
(he  members  of  the  city  council,  the  society  of  the  Cincin- 
nati, and  ilistitiguished  strangers  from  all  parts  of  the  Com- 
mnnwealth.  Mr.  Quincy,  the  mayor,  in  the  name  of  the 
citizens,  addressed  liim  as  follows  ; — 

"  Sir, — The  Citizens  of  Boston  welcome  you  oa  your  re- 
turn to  the  United  States  ;  mindful  of  your  early  zeal  m  the 
cause  of  American  Independence,  grateful  for  your  distin- 
guished share  in  the  perils  and  glories  of  its  achievement. — 
When  urgi^d  by  a  generous  sympathy,  you  first  landed  on 
these  shores,  you  found  a  people  engaged  in  an  arduous  and 
eventlu!  struggle  for  liberty  with  apparently  inadequate 
means,  and  amidst  dubious  omens.  After  a  lapse  of  nearly 
half  a  century,  you  find  the  same  people  prosperous  beyond 
all  hope  and  all  precedent ;  their  liberty  secure  ;  sitting  is 
its  strength  ;  without  fear  and  without  reproach. 

"  In  your  youth  you  joined  the  standard  of  three  miUiiuu 
of  people,  raised  in  an  unequal  and  uncertain  conflict.  U 
your  advanced  age  you  return  and  are  met  by  ten  millions  of 
people,  their  descendants,  whose  hearts  throng  hither  to 
greet  your  approach  and  rejoice  in  it. 


La  fatettb.  429 

*'  Tbii  is  not  the  moTement  of  a  turbulent  popoltce,  ex- 
cited by  the  fresh  laurelB  of  some  recent  conqueror.  It  is  & 
grave,  moral,  intellectual  impulBC. 

"  A  whole  people  in  the  enjoyment  of  freedom  as  perfect 
as  the  condition  of  our  nature  permits,  recur  with  Eralitude, 
increasing  with  the  daily  increasing  lenie  of  their  olessingB, 
to  the  memory  of  those,  who,  by  their  labors,  and  in  their 
blood,  laid  the  foundation  of  our  liberties. 

"  Your  name,  sir, — the  name  of  La  Fayette,  is  associat' 
ed  with  the  most  perilous,  and  most  glorious  periods  of  our 
Revolution  ; — with  the  imperishable  names  of  IVashington, 
and  of  that  numerous  host  of  heroes  which  adorn  the  proudest 
archives  of  American  history,  and  are  engraven  in  mdelible 
traces  on  the  hearts  of  the  wlxde  American  people. 

"  Accept,  then,  sir,  in  the  sincere  spirit  in  which  it  it  of- 
fered, this  simple  tribute  to  your  virtues. 

"  Again,  sir,  the  citizens  of  Boston  bid  you  welcome  to 
the  cradle  of  American  Independence,  and  to  scenes  ctmse- 
crated  with  the  blood  shed  by  the  earliest  martyrs  in  its 
eause." 

Shouts  of  j<7  and  gratitude,  frequently  interrupted  the 

address  ;  and  were  repeated  at  the  close- 
General  La  Fayette  replied  to  the  eloquent  welcome,  in 

«  very  animated  and  happy  manner,  and  in  substance,  at 

follows  :— 

*'  The  emotions  of  love  and  gratitude,  which  I  have  been  ac- 
enstomed  to  feel  on  my  entering  this  city,  have  ever  mingled 
with  a  sense  of  religious  reverence  for  the  cradle  of  ^men- 
eon,  and  let  me  hope  it  will  hereafter  be  said,  of  Univertat, 
Liberty. 

"  What  must  be,  sir,  my  feelic^,  at  the  blessed  moment, 
when,  after  so  long  an  absence,  I  find  myself  again  surround- 
ed by  the  good  cititens  of  Boston — where  1  am  so  affaction- 
ately,  so  honourably  welcomed,  not  only  by  old  friends,  but 
by  several  successive  generations  ;  where  I  can  witness  the 
prosperity,  the  immense  improvements,  that  have  been  the 
jmt  reWardof  ft  noble  stru^le,  virtuous  morals,  and  truly  re- 
publican  institutioos. 

"  I  beg  of  yoa,  Mr  Mayor,  Gentleman  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, and  all  of  you,  beloved  citiEens  of  Boston,  to  accept  the 
respectful  and  warm  thanks  of  a  heart,  which  has,  for  nearly 
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half  a  centuiy,  been  particularly  deroted  to  your  illuitrious 

city." 

The  reply  of  the  General  was  received  with  new  plaudits 
of  the  assembled  people  ;  and  "  welcome,  welcome  La 
Fayette  t  friend  of  naihington  !  friend  of  America  !  Friend 
of  liberty  !"  was  repeated  again  and  again  ;  and  tbe  heights 
of  Dorchester  and  Roxbury  echoed  with  the  joyful  accla- 
mation. 

The  proceiaion  was'then  formed,  and  passed  thronrii  Wash- 
ington, Milk,  Broad,  State,  Court,  and  Common  to  Bc^lstoo- 
street,  adjoininz  the  south  part  of  the  Common  in  the  follow- 
ing order — "  Three  marGhals,  the  Boston  corps  of  Lirht 
Dragoons,  a  battalion  of  Light  Infantry,  composed  of  the  Fn- 
siliers,  Boston  Light  Infantry,  Winslow  Bines,  Washiiu^toa 
Light  Infantry,  New-England  Guards,  Rangers,  and  City 
Guards  ;  with  a  full  band  of  music.  Then  followed  the  chief 
marshal,  attended  by  aids  ;  members  of  the  City  Council, 
Committee  of  Arrangements,  the  President  of  the  Common 
Council   and  senior  Alderman,  all  in  carrages.     Here  was 

filaced  another  marshal,  immediately  preceding  the  elegant 
larouche,  drawn  by  four  beautiful  white  horses,  in  which 
rode  the  distinguished  guest  of  the  city  and  of  tbe  nation, 
accompanied  by  the  mayor,  with  marshals  on  either  side. 
The  son  and  friend  of  La  Fayette,  and  gentlemen  aldermen 
from  New  York,  next  followed  in  carriages ;  and  these  were 
succeeded  by  the  society  of  the  Cincinnati,  public  characters. 
Judges  and  Legislators,  and  distinguished  strangers,  in  car- 
riages also.  Immediately  after,  two  marshals  ;  Geld  and 
staff  officers  of  tbe  militia,  mounted  on  horseback,  and  fol- 
lowed also  by  two  marshals.  The  cavalcade  of  citizens,  of 
all  ranks  and  in  great  numbers,  with  marshals  attending, 
closed  the  voluntary  but  triumphant  procession. 

The  dwelling  houses  and  stores  on  the  streets  through 
which  the  procession  was  conducted,  were  crowded  with  In- 
habitants in  every  part.  The  ladies  thus  situated,  caught 
the  enthusiasm  of  the  occasion,  waved  their  white  handker- 
chiefs, and  with  smiles  and  gladness,  greeted  the  veteran 
hero,  who  appeared  alfected  and  delighted  by  these  demon- 
strations of  a  joyful  welcome.  The  moment  La  Fayette  ar- 
rived at  the  line  of  the  city,  the  bells  struck,  and  rang  merry 
peals,  while  tbe  procession  was  passing  through  the  streets. 
Excepting  the  cavalcade,  the  procession  passed  through 
the  Common  from  Boylston   to  Park-street,  on  the  eastern 
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margio,  and  between  two  lioei  of  childreo  of  both  sexes,  be- 
longing to  the  several  scfaooh  in  the  city.  Their  ages  were 
from  about  eight  to  ttvelve,  and  nearly  three  thousand  in 
number.  Their  dreas  was  neat  and  uniform  ;  the  misses  in 
white,  and  the  masters  in  white  pantaloons  and  bine  spencers. 
They  also  wore  ribbons  in  their  breasts,  stamped  with  a 
miniature  likeness  of  La  Fayette.  As  the  carnage  in  which 
the  general  rode,  was  passing,  one  of  tbe  misses  darted  from 
the  line  where  she  was  standing,  and  begged  to  speak  with 
htm.  She  was  banded  into  the  carriage,  and  by  the  Mayor 
presented  to  La  Fayette,  who  pressed  an  aflection  kiss  on 
ner  blooming,  yet  blushing  cheek.  She  had  confidence, 
however,  to  address  him,  and  to  place  a  wreath  of  flowers, 
wfaicfa  she  held,  on  his  hend.  He  made  her  a  short  but  af- 
fectionate reply,  and  placed  the  wreath  on  the  seat  of  tbe 
carriage.  Attached  to  tbe  wreath  of  flowers  was  a  small 
piece  of  paper,  carefully  folded,  which  contained  these 
lines :  said  to  he  composed  by  the  mother  of  the  child. 

"  An  inruil  hand  pruenli  IhsM  bhuhiog  flowen. 
Glowing  ind  pu»  u  childhood'i  uUsh  hours. 
Where  naaa  bloon,  mad  biidi  ttpr—tlte  tniile, 
Beptjlug  with  their  duimi  (he  cnlturei'i  toil. 

Oh  !  laki  llum  fatheb,  ihtj  wen  called  far  yim  ! 

(Still  bright  with  wum  i^tctton't  Mcced  dew — ) 

O  lei  ihetn  Het  in  Ih;  benigniiit  nnile, 

And  o'er  Ihy  brotc  o/glary  bloom  (while  ! 

'Twined  with  ibe  laartl  Fune  oD  thee  beMowed 

When  Ihj  young  htarl  with  pilriot  ardor  glow'd  ; 

StV  txiUd  from  OiechumM  of  tmallJt  tni  Iob; 

And,  hosit,  naJ  Jrimdt,  Ihou  didal  our  ehampim  pravt. 

And,  by  the  side  ofGloriou.  WlSBINOTOB, 

DidM  miha  our  gralerol  couDlry  all  bU«  Moa  .' 

Ofl.  Tragile  oSering,  ipwh  the  erdeot  joj 

Our  boaoDu  feel,  which  TYvu  cu  ne  er  deetroj  !" 

Arches  were  thrown  across  several  of  the  principal  streets, 
through  which  La  Fayette  was  conducted,  covered  with 
evergreens  and  flowers,  and  containing  appropriate  mottos. 
There  were  two  in  Washington-street,  the  largest,  and  part 
of  the  distance,  the  widest  street  in  the  City. — On  one  of 
these  was  very  legibly  written — "  1776 — Wasbin6ton  and 
La  Faiette.  Welcome  La  Fayette^-A  Repablk  not  an- 
grateJvX."     On  the  other        Cy    ^/la-Jx--^  ■C-'W*';*.- 

"  WtLCOHI:  L»  FiTBTTI. 

"TbD  Fuhe»  in  glory  aball  ileep. 
Who  gither'd  with  thee  to  Uw  Sfhi  j 
Bm  the  eon  will  etereilly  keep 
T^  tiblat  ofgntitude  bn^l.  . 


We  bow  oot  lb*  Mck 
Ami  wc  band  dM  the  kiee. 

But  oiu  heirti,  hk  Fat  ITT  ■, 

We  aorrcodw  U  (hat." 

Tfae  lioei  were  from  the  pen  of  a  citiien  of  Boiton,  wlioae 
poetic  ta)ents  had  often  delighted  the  public,  wd  who  had 
received  the  bighett  praise  from  those  capable  of  appreciat- 
ing the  productiotu  of  genius. 

When  tfae  proceaaion  arrived  at  the  steps  of  the  State 
House,  near  the  head  of  Park  Street,  salutes  were  fired  by 
•  battalion  of  artillery,  on  the  eminence  on  the  weatern  part 
of  the  Common,  ain  at  tfae  Navy  Yard  at  CfaarleatOKn. 
Salutes  were  alao  fired  by  a  battalion  of  artillery,  placed  on 
the  heights  of  Dorchester,  (now  South  Boston,)  when  Graieral 
La  Fayette  reached  the  line  of  the  city,  at  11  o'clock.  The 
President  of  the  United  States  had  caused  an  order  to  be 
issued,  M  the  first  arrival  of  La  Fayette  at  New  York,  re- 
quiring,  that  he  be  received  by  the  military  officer!  of  the 
nation,  at  all  public  posts,  with  the  salutes  and  honors  due  to 
one  of  the  highest  rank  m  the  army. 

The  Governor  and  Executive  Council  of  the  Common- 
wealth, were  assembled  in  the  spacious  Senate  Chamber  to 
receive  La  Fayette  in  the  name  of  the  Representatives  of 
the  people,  and  in  pursuance  of  their  resolve  of  June  preced- 
ing, as  well  as  in  accordance  with  their  own  personal  feel- 
ings and  wishes.  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  here  ad- 
dressed him  with  great  feeling,*  in  the  following  concise  and 
pertinent  speech : 

*'  Sir,  our  friend, — "  In  the  name  of  the  government, 
and  in  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Massachusetts,  I  have  the 
honor  to  greet  you  with  a  cordial,  an  affectionate  welcome. 

"  We  thank  God,  that  he  has  been  pleased  to  preserve 
you  through  the  scenes  of  peril  and  of  suffering,  which  have 
distinguished  your  patriotic  and  eventful  life,  and  that  we 
are  indulged  with  this  occasion  of  renewing  to  you  our  grate- 
ful acknowledgments  for  the  important  services  which  you 
have  rendered  to  our  common  country. 

"  In  the  last  surviving  Major  General  of  the  American  revo- 
lutionary army,  we  recognize  a  benefactor  and  friend,  from 
a  distant  and  gallant  nation  ;  who,  inspired  by  a  love  of  liber- 
ty, subjected  himself  in  his  youth,  to  the  toils  and  hazards  of 


^     .    -      _r.=^.-. 


U  FATBTTE.  433 

»  military  life,  in  support  of  our  rigbts.    Under  oar  illnatriotu 

Washington,  jou  were  instrumental  in  establitbing  tbe  liber- 
ties of  our  country,  while  your  gallantry  in  the  field,  secured 
to  yourself  an  imperishable  renown. 

*'  With  the  enjoyment  of  the  blessings  of  independence, 
we  shall  never  cease  to  associate  the  name  of  La  Fayette, 
and  our  prayer  to  heaven  will  be  for  hia  health  aM  proa- 
perity." 

To  which  tbe  General,  with  much  animation,  replied ; — 

"  Sir — When  in  tbe  name  of  tbe  people  and  govemmei^ 
of  this  State,  your  Excellency  is  pleased  so  kindly  to  wel- 
come an  American  veteran,  I  am  proud  to  share  the  honors 
and  enjoyments  of  such  a  reception  with  my  revolutionary 
companiona  and  my  brother  soldiers.  Sir,  1  am  delighted 
with  what  I  see,  I  am  oppressed  with  whet  I  feel  ;  but  I 
depend  upon  you,  as  an  old  friend,  to  do  justice  to  my  senti- 
ments." 

Afterwards  a  great  number  of  gentlemen  were  introduced 
to  La  Fayette,  in  the  Senate  Chamber ;  of  whom  were  the 
Judges  and  other  public  officers  of  the  United  States,  of  the 
State  and  of  the  City  ;  members  of  the  society  of  Cincinnati, 
with  their  venerable  and  distinguished  President,  Hon.  John 
Brooks,  late  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth.  La  Fayette 
reci^nized  his  old  military  and  personal  friend,  at  the  first 
flight,  and  embraced  him  with  great  cordiality  and  affection. 
Some  other  veteraoa  of  the  revolutionary  army,  who  were 
present,  he  also  recollected  ;  and  discovered  stroi^  emotions 
as  they  approached  him  and  took  his  hand.  Indeed,  he  was 
so  eager  to  meet  them,  that  he  very  generally  first  seised 
them,  and  clui^  to  them  with  all  the  affection  of  a  brother. 
The  scene  was  inexpressibly  affecting.  There  was  not  a 
heart  untouched — not  a  cheek  unmoistened  by  the  falling 
tear.  To  weep  then  was  not  weakness ;  it  was  proof  of 
gratitude  and  of  a  generoas  feelmg,  wbich  is  an  honor  to 
human  nature. 

By  particular  request,  and  to  gratify  tbe  wishes  of  the 
people  collected  in  front  of  the  State  House,  General  La 
Fayette  appeared  in  the  c<rfomiade  of  this  superb  edifice, 
where  he  was  greeted  with  lond  and  ctHitinued  cheers.  He 
was  then  conducted  by  the  commiltee  of  arrangements,  to 
tbe  residence  provided  for  Urn  at  the  bead  of  Park  Street. 
A  public  dinner  was  given  by  tbe  city  authorities  in  honor  of 
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their  noble  guest ;  and  the  invitaticm  was  ezteqded  to  Sentf* 
tors  and  Members  of  Congress,  the  Governor  and  Ex-Gor- 
emor  of  the  Commonwealth,  judicial  and  other  public  cha- 
racters. 

A  committee  of  the  society  of  Cincinnati  called  upon  Gen- 
eral La  Fayette  at  the  residence  of  the  Governor,  in  Rox- 
bury,  and  before  his  entrance  into  Boston.  They  were  anx- 
ious to  offer  him  their  congratulations  at  the  earliest  moment ; 
and  to  bid  him  welcome  to  the  land  they  had  umtedly  strug- 
gled to  defend.  And  a  few  days  after  his  arrival,  the  whole 
society  waited  on  him,  when  their  President  made  the  fol- 
lowing address  ; — 

''  Sir— Jthe  Society  of  Cincinnati  of  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts Mze  the  earliest  moment  after  your  arrival  m  this 
city,  of  extending  to  you  the  hand  of  friaidship  and  affection. 
We  offer  you  our  most  cordial  congratulations  on  your  safe  ar- 
rival again,  after  the  lai>se  of  forty  years,  on-  the  shores  of  our 
favour^  country,  once  the  theatre  of  our  united  toils,  priva- 
tions, and  combats  with  a  powerful  foe,  but  now  the  peaceful 
domain  of  a  great,  a  free,  and  independent  people.  We  hail 
you,  sir,  in  unison  with  the  millions  of  our  fellow  citizens ;  most 
i-cspectfully  hail  you  as  a  Statesman,  a  Philanthropist,  and  as 
the  early,  inflexible,  and  devoted  friend,  not  only  of  our  beloved 
country,  but  of  the  sacred  principles  of  civil  liberty  and  human 
rights.  But  we  greet  you  under  more  tender  and  hallowed  as- 
sociations ;  in  the  endearing  relation  of  a  brother-soldier,  who, 
in  the  ardor  of  youth  commenced  in  the  field  with  us  your  ca- 
reer of  glory,  in  the  holy  cause  of  Liberty  and  American  Inde- 
pendence. 

"  But  here  recollections  crowd  upon  our  minds  too  power- 
ful for  utterance.  Words  would  but  mock  the  deep  emotions 
of  our  hearts  should  we  attempt  so  express  them,  in  contem- 
plating the  character,  attributes,  and  services  of  the  parental 
Chief,  under  whose  auspices  we  trod  together  the  field  of 
honor.  To  the  profound  veneration  and  love  for  his  memory 
that  penetrates  your  bosom,  we  refer  you  as  to  a  transcript  of 
your  own.  It  would  be  vain  to  imagine  the  joy  that  would 
swell  the  great  mind  of  Washington,  were  he  still  living  to  re- 
cognize with  our  nation,  the  generous  disinterestedness,  the 
glowing  ardor,  the  personal  sacrifices,  and  the  gallant  achieve- 
ments of  his  much  loved  Fayette.  But  it  is  equally  vain  to  en- 
deavor on  this  occasion,  to  exclude  such  intercstii^  reflections 
from  the  mind,  or  to  deny  it  tlie  melancholy  pleasure  of  linger- 
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ii^  M  the  Boleitm  Kalitf,  that  not  a  angle  indiri^al  of  tin 
Qeneral  Staff  of  the  arm;  of  the  American  Revolution  now  eur- 
Vives  to  participate  in  Ibe  joy  that  joiXt  preieiKe  in  the  United 
Stateehas  awalmied. 

"  To  as  it  is  peculiar);  grateful  that  jorx  are  pennitt«d  afWr 
a  lapse  of  eo  leag  a  period,  to  witness  the  coDsummition  of  the 
principles  of  our  rerolation.  You  will  perceive,  sir,  that  the 
hopes  and  ppedictioos  of  the  wiie  and  good  men  who  were  yoiu- 
particular  associates  in  the  arduous  stru^le,  have  been  fulfill- 
ed and  surpassed.  ¥ou  will  bdiold  a  great  people  united  in 
their  principles  of  jurisprudence,  cemented  tt^ether  by  the 
strong  ties  of  mutual  interests  and  happy  under  the  fostering  in- 
fluence of  a  free  and  energetic  government. 

'"  Yo«  will,  therefore,  allow  us  to  reiterate  our  fi^itatiwB 
on  yoar  safe  arrival  among  as,  and  to  welcome  you  tnce  more 
to  tiie  good  land  which  your  youthful  valor  contributed  to  ele- 
vate and  disthigui^. 

"  May  your  future  life  be  as  tranquil  and  happy  u  your  past 
has  been  useful,  uniform,  and  glorious.*' 

To  which  the  General  returned  the  fnltowit^  answer  ; 

"  Amidst  the  beipressible  enjoyments  which  pre«  upon 
my  heart,  1  cOuld  not  but  feel  particularly  eager  and  happy  to 
meet  my  beloved  brothers  in  aiau.  Many,  many,  I  call  in 
vain ;  and  at  the  head  of  them,  our  matchless  paternal  Chief, 
whose  love  to  an  adopted  son,  I  am  proud  to  say,  you  have  long 
witnefised — But  while  we  mourn  together,  for  thow  we  have 
lost,  while  1  find  a  consolation,  m  the  tight  of  their  relations 
ted  friends,  it  is  to  me  a  delightful  gratification,  to  recognize 
my  surviving  companions  of  our  reroiutionary  army — that  ar«qr 
M  brave,  so  virtuous,  so  united  by  mutuid  cmfidence  and  affec- 
tion. That  we  have  been  the  faithful  soldiers  of  independence, 
freedom,  and  equality,  those  three  essential  requisites  of  nation- 
id  and  personal  dignity  and  happifiess  ;  that  we  have  lived  to 
see  tiiose  sacred  principles  secured  to  this  vast  Republic,  and 
dieriflhed  elsewhere  by  all  generous  minds,  shall  be  the  pride  of 
our  life,  the  boast  of  our  children,  the  comfort  of  our  last  mo- 
ments.— Receive,  my  dear  brother  soldiers,  the  grateful  thaidu, 
and  constant  love  of  your  old  companion  and  friend." 

The  day  following  that  of  his  arrival  in  Boston,  General  La 

Fayette  attended  Uie  Commencement,   at   the  Unhreraity  io 

Cambridge,  where  he  was  received  with  Nmilar  gratalations  to 

those  be  met  b  Bottoi.    The  speikers  eulogiied  hiaa  ia  an  ^o- 
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Whila  m  B«tOB.  the  Societr  of  CmcinnU  iMembled  toaAr 
lum  a  tribute  of  affecUoD  ;  and  thrir  meetim  WM  Twy  htefMt 
Inc.  Hu  rcnenble  uweUtes  b  ubm  went  k  tean  wken  In 
•lUraHed  tbnii,  and  be  appeared  bi|^  afleeted  hf  tbe  intet^ 
view.  The  GorenxM'  ano  ordered  out  the  militia  ol  Soflblk, 
wiUt  aome  frnn  tJaaoK  jutd  Middleoez,  m  bcnor  of  thit  patriot 
•oldier,  irtio  aMembled  on  the  Common  in  BoitOD,  in  a  greater 
nuober  than  was  ever  there  collected  at  anj  previoaa  time.     . 

JiHuei  viritii^  all  the  Sutea  in  the  mdoo,  and  paaring  aoaw 
time  b  Waahi^iton,  the  leat  of  the  Batiooal  somuBcnt,  Geo. 
La  Farette,  again  vinted  Boabn,  in  Jvne  l8tS.  TUa  waa 
acreeaole  to  a  with  often  before  expreaed  to  ipeod  aone  more 
tune  in  thia  city,  where  he  had  so  mmj  partiedar  fVicnda,  h 
well  as  for  the  pnrpose  of  beit^  present  at  the  laftw  vt  the 
comer  St«ie  of  the  Mooument  on  Bunker's  Hill,  ana  at  the 
commemOTatioD  of  the  battle  there  foo^t,  fif^  jears  brfwe, 
between  the  British  and  the  Americam ;  which  wii  sooo  after 
the  commencement  of  hostUitiea,  that  terminated  in  the  Inde- 
pendence of  these  Umtied  State*. 

This  was  indeed  a  memorable  occasion  :  and  an  immense 
multitude  of  pe<^le  collected  from  all  parts  «f  the  nation  to 
witness  and  to  paKicipate  in  the  transactions  of  the  day.  Many 
of  the  veterans  who  were  engaged  in  the  war  for  Independence, 
and  some  who  were  in  the  battle  itself,  then  commemorated, 
were  amoog  the  thousands  that  congregated  oo  this  greal  nation- 
al event.  The  scene  was  one  of  peculiar  interest  from  having 
General  La  Fajette,  and  other  heroes  of  the  revolatioD  on  the 

r,  to  join  in  the  c^ebration.  Fifty  rears  only  had  elapeed  from 
period  of  our  weakness  and  cofuiial  dependence,  to  our 
presait  h^  station  of  oppulence  and  prosperity  ;  a  rank  com- 
paratively great  and  respectable  among  tbe  nations  of  the  earth  ; 
and  for  civil  liberty,  superior  to  all  others. 

It  was  at  this  second  and  last  visit  in  Boston,  that  Goieral 
La  Farette  accepted  an  invitation  to  dine  with  the  Mawachu- 
setts  Charitable  Mechanic  Association  of  the  city,  which  for 
numbers  and  useful  objects  may  be  ranked  amonest  the  most 
respectable  in  the  place.  Tbe  officers  of  the  ^ciety,  who 
are  men  of  intelligence  and  raterprize,  and  friendly  to  improve- 
moit  in  tbe  useful  arts,  were  desirous  of  testifying  their  re- 
spect for  a  character  so  meritorious  and  so  patriotic  as  La 
Farette.  He  manifested  great  satisfaction  in  the  interview  ; 
and  rras  highly  gratified  in  learning  the  objecU  of  tbe  aswxsia- 
tioa.    For  be  is  not  a  speculative  philoaopber,  or  a  theoretic 
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Statesman  meretf—bat  he  rejoices  in  every  thii^  irhich  mdi- 
cates  a  spirit  of  activitf  and  enterprize. 

On  lexviog  BoEton,  Gen.  La  Fayette  visited  Washington  ; 
and  on  his  waj  delayed  some  time  in  other  places,  at  tbe  earn- 
est solicitations  of  the  inhabitants.  Tbe  people  seemed  desir- 
ous to  repeat  their  assurances  of  respect  and  affection  for  him, 
and  their  str<»ig  sense  of  the  services  he  had  rendered  tbe  cooa- 
try,  in  tbe  days  of  her  weakness  and  safierings.  After  visiting 
the  President  of  tbe  United  States,  at  tbe  seat  of  Government, 
nbere  be  was  cordially  received,  he  took  passage  for  France, 
OD  the  9tb  of  September,  1825,  in  the  new  frigate  Brandyieine, 
whicb  conveyed  him  safely  to  his  family  and  bis  home,  where  ' 
he  enjoys  all  the  pleasures  which  can  be  found  in  the  societr  of 
affectionate  children,  and  grandchildren,  and  which  spru^ 
from  a  consciousness  of  services  devoted  to  tbe  improvement  an) 
happiness  of  mankind. 


MAJOR  GEJ^ERAL  HORATW  GATES. 

General  Gates  was  a  native  of  England,  and  was  educated 
to  the  military  profession.  He  was  ao  officer  under  the  un- 
fortunate Braddock,  in  the  expedition  against  Fort  du  Quesne, 
in  tbe  year  1755,  and  who  after  receivmg  a  dangerous  wound, 
was,  with  the  illustrious  Washingtw,  among  the  few  officers 
who  escaped  with  life  on  that  memorable  occasion.  When 
the  American  colonies  were  forced  to  assume  a  hostile  atti- 
tude, Gates  had  been  for  some  time  a  resident  in  Virginia, 
and  having  evinced  his  zeal  and  attachment  to  the  violated 
rights  of  bis  adopted  country,  and  sustainiDg  a  high  military 
reputation,  he  was  by  Congress  appointed  adjutant  general, 
with  the  rank  of  brigadier,  and  be  accompanied  General 
Washington  to  our  camp  at  Cambridge,  in  July,  1775.  On 
the  retreat  of  our  forces  from  Canada,  the  chief  commaDd  in 
that  department  was  conferred  on  him  in  June,  1776.  He 
continued  the  retreat  of  oor  army  from  Crown  Point  to  Ti- 
conderoga,  which  did  not  fully  accord  with  the  views  of  Con- 
gress and  the  Commander  in  Chief.  The  British  forces  bav- 
ing  retired  to  winter  quarters  in  Canada,  Gates  marched 
with  a  detachment  of  bis  command  and  joined  (he  main  army 
in  Jersey,  in  the  autumn  of  that  year.  His  sphere  of  action 
was  not  brilliant  or  splendid,  till  his  mighty  achievement  in 
the  capture  of  Burgo]rne  at  Saratoga  -,   nor  is  he  <vstl*  and 
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•iclnaircly  entitled  to  tke  full  aeuvre  of  ap^oie  M»]«iie4 
bf  that  moat  glorious  victory  ;  the  >wgt)Ri»noaa  Genertl 
ScbiiTler,*  whom  he  Bupeneded  in  commattd,  had,  by  hu  in- 
defatigable industiy,  and  almost  auprecedented  tabor»,  railed 
themoit  formidable  impedimeots  to  the  march  of  Bnrgoyne, 
which  tended  more  than  ia  gCDerally  imagined  to  feoilitate 
the  cmqueflt  made  by  the  northern  army. 

When  Generftl  Qatei  succeeded  to  the  coDnand  (^  the 
northern  army,  Angust,  1 777,  General  Schuyler  and  St.  Clair, 
were  loSiering,  thou^  moit  unjustly,  the  public  odiun  by 
the  evacuation  of  Tic<»derc%a,  and  their  incceMor  in  eom- 
mand  was  b  high  repute  and  confidence  with  his  officers  aad 
soldiers.  Bui^oyne's  right  wing,  under  St.  L^;er,  bad  been 
out  off  at  Fort  Stanwix,  and  his  left  at  Bennington,  by  Gen- 
eral Stark.  Our  army  was  daily  increasing  m  mimberi,  and 
considerably  exceeded  the  strength  of  the  enemy,  and  oar 
troops  were  greatly  invigorated  with  courage  and  determined 
on  victory.  Every  circumstance  in  fact  was  auspicious  to 
a  successful  issue-  Burgoyne  still  perceived  that  in  propor- 
tion as  he  advanced,  obstacles  multiplied  on  eveiy  aide. 
Having  at  length  surmounted  almost  insuperable  difficulties, 
he  passed  the  Hudson  and  advanced  to  Saratoga.  Gates 
also  advanced  to  Stillwater,  and  boldly  faced  his  formidable 
foe  ;  and  on  the  i  9th  of  September,  a  sanguinary  conflict  en- 
sued. Both  parties  firm  and  unyielding,  both  attained  the 
high  honors  of  the  brave,  but  neither  bore  the  palm  of  a  com- 
plete victory  from  the  field.  VVhile  Burgoyne  s  loss  was  ir- 
retrievable, the  force  and  the  ardor  of  his  antagonist  were 
C(»itinually  augmenting.  Every  day's  delay  now  increased 
the  heavy  embarrassments  of  Burgoyne,  while  time  threw 
additional  advantages  into  the  hands  of  his  spirited  opponenl  ; 
till  at  length,  it  became  obvious  that  retreat  or  victory  was 
his  unavoidable  alternative  ;  but  on  trial,  it  was  proved  to 
his  utter  dismay,  that  neither  resource  was  at  his  command. 
On  the  Tth  of  October,  the  two  opposing  armies  rushed  again 
to  the  field  of  slaughter,  and  both  were  satiated  with  blood 

■  Maj«r  Oattnd  Philip  Sr.hityltr.  It  hu  b««n  obierrod  Ib*l  nailber  hiitorr 
nor  biograpfaj  hu  Tisdered  jiutice  te  Ibii  highlj  ncriloriout  chancier.  "'  —  - 
Kuet!  B  olssr  undcrilsinling,  ■  itroni;  mind,  ■  humufl 

Ha  indiTidu*]  coaM  haic  emilrilnited  mors  largilj  by  liL  ,  ^ 

la  uignwnl  Iha  obrticle*  to  (be  march  of  Uic  Britid  arm;  to  Fori 
name  should  be  enrolled  Willi  the  renowned  band  of  miUlUf  pairioti  and    lior*ca, 
■hat  poaleriljr  maj  know  Um  amincnl  nnice  which  hii  BpleDdid  laleula  confrrtid 
SI  hii  Govniry. 
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and  cunage.  The  British  army  were  repulsed  in  every  di- 
rectioo,  and  its  commander  naa  led  to  the  painful  coDviction 
that  a  more  disattroui  Tate  awaited  him.  Burgoyne  now 
drives  to  the  brink  of  despair,  his  forces  disabled,  his  provi- 
siooi  exhausted,  and  a  victorious  adversary  opposing  bin  in 
front,  resolved  on  a  rapid  retreat,  but  on  exploring  the  route, 
behold,  his  adversary  was  there. 

The  dreaded  crisis  had  now  arrived,  when  a  capitulation 
was  alone  practicable.  Articles  not  very  dishonorable  to  the 
vanquished  enemy  were  acceded  to,  and  General  Gates  en- 
joyed the  iaeffable  satisfaction  of  receiving  in  submission,  the 
ooce  victorious  chief-  To  the  honor  of  Genera)  Gates  it  a 
mentioned,  that  the  captured  troops  were  directed  to  a  se- 
qaestered  spot  to  grouiKl  their  arms,  that  their  feelii^s  mig^ 
not  be  wounded  in  the  presence  of  our  army,  though  it  de- 
prived the  latter  of  a  satisfaction  in  which  they  were  justly 
entitled  to  parti  cipate- 

General  Gates  was  remarkable  for  his  humanity  to  priso- 
ners, and  a  desire  to  mitigate  the  sufferings  of  the  ui^ortunate. 
Amoag  the  objects  in  distress  who  claimed  hia  attention,  was 
Lady  Acltland,  whose  husband  was  wounded  and  captured 
during  the  battle  of  the  7th  of  October.  General  Gates  be- 
stowed  on  her  the  care  and  tenderness  of  a  parent.  In  reply 
to  a  letter  from  General  Burgoyne  in  her  behalf,  he  saya^ 
"  the  respect  due  to  her  ladyship's  rank,  the  tenderness  due 
to  her  person  and  set)  were  Bu6Bcient  recommendations  to 
entitle  her  to  my  protection.  1  am  surprised  that  your  Ex< 
cellency  should  think  that  I  could  consider  the  greatest  at- 
tention to  Lady  Ackland  in  the  light  of  an  obligation."* 

General  Gates  received  the  thanks  of  Congress,  and  a  gold 
medal,  as  a  memorial  of  their  gratitude.  Great  was  the 
credit  which  be  acquired  by  this  momentous  event,  universal 
joy  pervaded  the  country,  and  all  ranks  were  ready  to  vie 
with  each  other  in  their  homage  to  the  fortunate  conqueror. 
It  was  not  long  after,  that  the  wonderful  discovery  was  sup- 
posed to  be  made,  that  the  illustrious  Washington  was  incom- 
petent to  the  task  of  conductli^  the  operations  of  the  Ame- 
rican army,  and  that  General  Gates,  if  elevated  to  the 
important  station  of  commander  Id  chief,  woiild  speedily  me- 
liorate the  condition  oS  our  affairs.  A  discontented  party  in 
Congress,  with  a  few  interested  individuals  in  our  army,  con- 
stituted the   factitm  hostile  to  tho  savior  of  bis  cpuntry.  ^ 

■  For  thittorjpsftUiUdr,  ■npagellOuuiatf.  -B^   : 
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Oenenl  Qnim  Uniself  «ras  ttronglj  sttfpMted  of  mora  Uuui 
•  paMi?e  teqaiMCence,  and  there  were  those  who  impeted 
to  him  a  priaoapal  ageacj  m  the  affair,'  whieh  however,  he 
promptly -diMvowed.  Had  the  projecteneceeded,  itwoeld 
m  ail  probability  hare  sealed  the  nun  of  our  antty-and  sacri- 
ficed the  i^erioiis  caiise  of  mr  eountir.  'Bat  all  the  ecdat 
which  Oeneral  Gates  had  aoqaired^^^mid  all  the  splendor  of 
his  muMe  were  inrafficieDt  to  proselyte  a  suM[le  oflicer  to  his 
ioteresl.  He  was  not  endowed  with  that  dignity,  and  with 
those  Ulnstrions  qualities  whieh  were  requisite  to  ceouaanrf 
•the  confidence  and  reverence  of  Um  amy  as  the  saccesser  of 
the  much  belored  Wash^gtoo^  •  •  I  am  assured  by  Governor 
Brooks,  that  being  in  oompaa^  with  a  nitmber  of  respectable 
officers,  at  Valley  Forge  wh«Mi  the  subject  was  eaavasaed, 
General  Weedon,  of  Tirgbia,  with;  great  vehemence  de- 
clared, that  shoidd  General  Gates  be{>referred  to  the  chief 
command,  he  never  would  serve  under  him,  but  would  ab- 
solutely resign  his  commission,  and  quit  the  service,  aid  aU 
present  were  in  uniion  with  him  in  opinion. 

A  private  correspondence  was  mamtained  between  the  in- 
triguing Oeneral  Conway  and  General  Gates,  criticising  and 
reprobating  the  measures  pursued  by  General  Washington, 
and  in  one  of  Conway's  letters  he  ascribes  our  want  of  suc- 
cess to  a  weak  general  and  bad  counsellors.  General  Grates, 
on  finding  that  General  Washington  had  been  apprized  of 
this  correspondence,  addressed  his  Excellency,  requesting 
that  he  would  disclose  the  name  of  his  informant,  and  extra- 
ordinary as  it  may  appear,  in  violation  of  the  rules  of  deco- 
rum, he  addressed  tne  Commander  in  Chief  on  a  subject  of 
extreme  delicacy  in  an  open  letter,  transmitted  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  Congress.  His  pretence  was,  that  some  of  the  mem- 
bers of  that  body  might  aid  in  detecting  the  person  who  made 
the  communication.  General  Washii^on,  however,  made 
no  hesitancy  in  disclosing  the  name  and  the  circumstances 
which  brought  the  affair  to  light.*  General  Gates  then, 
with  inexcusable  disingenuousness,  attempted  to  vindicate  the 
conduct  of  Conway,  and  to  deny  that  his  letter  contained  the 
reprehensible  expressions  in  question,  but  utterly  refused  to 
produce  the  original  letter.  This  subject  however,  was  so 
ably  and  candidly  discussed  by  General  Washingtoln,  as  to 
cover  his  adversary  with  shame  and  humiliation,  and  be  was 

*  Thii  diwloMTt  occasioned  a  duel  between  General  Gates  and  Colonel  Wilkin*     j 
son,  his  adjutant  feneral.    Two  shots  were  exchanged  with  bloodshed,  and  a  rccon-   J^ 

ciiiation  was  eflTected.  «   / 
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glad  to  discontinue  the  inreatigatioa.  It  wm  thonght  to  be 
inexcusable  in  General  Gates,  that  he  neglected  to  commn- 
nicate  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  an  accoant  of  so  important 
an  event  as  the  capture  of  the  British  army  at  Saratt^,  hut 
left  biB  Escellencj'  to  obtain  information  b;  common  report. 
Colonel  Moigan,  at  the  head  of  his  brave  rifle  corps,  during 
the  campaign  under  Genera)  Gates,  rendered  the  most  im- 
portant services  in  the  several  battles  and  skirmishes.  Gene* 
ral  Gates  attempted  to  enlist  him  in  his  party  against  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  bat  received  a  prompt  refusal,  and  as- 
surance that  he  would  serve  under  no  other  commander  than 
Washington.  From  this  moment  Gates  manifested  his  resent- 
ment, and  in  his  official  communications  to  Congress  he  neg- 
lected to  mention  the  name  of  the  heroic  Morgan,  who  was 
so  justlj  entitled  to  applause.  In  November,  1777,  Con* 
gresB  having  new  modelled  the  board  of  war,  appointed  Gene- 
ral Gates  the  president,  and  he  entered  on  the  duties  of  the 
office,  but  retained  his  rank  in  the  army.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  destined  to  experience  in  a  remarkable  man* 
ner,  the  humiliating  vicissitudes  of  fortune.  He  had  the 
condncting  of  the  most  prosperous,  and  the  most  disastroui 
of  the  military  enterprize,  in  the  war.  In  June,  1 780,  Gene- 
ral Gates  was  by  Congress  vested  with  the  chief  command  of 
our  army  in  the  southern  states.  In  a  general  battle  at 
Camden,*  August  16th,  being  the  first  and  only  encounter 
which  be  bad  with  Lord  Comwallis,  he  suA'ered  a  total  de- 
feet,  and  was  obliged  to  fly  from  the  enemy  for  personal  safe- 
ty, and  thus  was  the  prediction  of  General  Lee,  when  Gates 
was  vested  with  the  command,  that  his  northern  laurels 
would  be  exchanged  for  sovtkem  leilUnet,  verified.  It  would, 
however,  be  great  injustice,  to  attribute  the  misfortune  alto- 
gether to  the  commander  under  bis  pe^liar  circumstances ; 
«  large  proportion  of  bis  force  consisted  of  raw  militia,  who 
were  panic  struck,  and  fled  at  the  first  fire,  their  rout  wai- 
absolute  and  irretrievable.  It  may  he  observed  neverthe- 
less, that  his  conduct  in  some  respects  on  this  occasion  did 
not  meet  the  approbation  of  those  who  must  be  admitted  as 
competent  judges  of  the  military  operations  of  that  fatal  dajr. 
Proudly  calculating  on  the  weight  of  his  name,  and  too  con- 

*  Id  the  duutroiB  bittl*  it  Cuodni,  tha  Biron  da  Kalb,  ■  bnn  ud  MpwicaMd 
Pnunu  affictr,  and  aiajor  genera]  in  our  wrtice,  wu  unlaitiiBalalj  akin.  It  wu 
laid  that  thii  hamc  officer  cautioned  Ganeril  Gitri  igainrt  a  ganeiVl  action,  nodw 
preagnl  circunituna.     Hit  exit  wai  markad  wiib  uuiadisf  glorj,  and  bia  diitiB- 

luiihad  raenl  wufriufcllf  ickoDwUdgsd  bj  CoufiHi,  ia  erecUiv  * ''  '~ 

UM  nanbr;. 


Madt  in  Ut  om  MpeiiwitT,  b*  dIghM  dM  mosibI  wUdl 
ke  oiwlit  to  ittrs  reweoted,  and  btirryftg  iUjMiiotaliT  bita 
Ihe  &M  of  battle,  hu  tiie  of  protperiff  ebbed  ti  AM  st 
Cundee  u  K  htd  floirod  tt  Santon. 

Hm  plot  to  rapi^ut  Oeneral  Waih^ton,  b  ertAlulied 
frwood  qncrtiw,  aM  It  will  be  odj  fofleieat  to  quote  the 
tfbOofriBg  estreeta  From  tbe  letter*  of  the  ttrO  psrert  pttiiott 
aad  nen  that  have  erer  Ured,  to  ntiafy  of  it*  tratn  thoee 
who  mra  not  fluniliar  with  tha  erenti  <^  that  period.  Patrick 
Heuy,    wMag  ob  the  labjeet    to  Qenenl  WaabingtoR, 

"  While  JOB  Atce  the  armed  enetiie*  of  our  libertr  m  the 
Md,  tad,  hj  the  faror  of  Ood,  have  been  kept  nnluirt,  I 
tniit  f  oar  eontrr  will  nefcr  faarW  hi  bet  boaom  tbe  mi*- 
eretnt  who  wooH  ruin  her  bett  npportei'.  I  -WiA  not  te 
flatter ;  bet  when  irti  unworthy  boneA  men  are  nied  to  de* 
ftne  mi  tradotfe  f OU)  I  thbA  it  not  emin,  but  *  daty,  to  ea- 
ui«  jron  of  that  eitinatioa  in  wbidi  the  public  hold  yoa. 
Ifot  that  I  tfaU  am  teitliootrr  I  OAn  bear,  fi  deeeasaiT  kr 
fear  nipport,  or  printe  <atiiMetI»,  fOr  a  bare  fecoHectka 
of  what  u  put  ntoft  nve  70a  lufltcient  pl«ilsDre  b  every  cit^ 
cnmitance  of  life,  nut  I  canncrt  help  aisurir^  you,  oa  this 
occaiim,  of  the  high  sense  of  gratitude  which  alt  rtnks  of 
men,  in  this  yonr  native  country,  bear  to  you.  It  will  gire 
me  sincere  pleaiure  to  manifest  my  regards,  and  render  my 
best  services  to  you  or  yours.  1  do  not  like  to  make  a  pa- 
rade of  these  things,  and  I  know  you  are  not  fond  of  it ;  bow- 
ever,  I  hope  the  occasion  will  plead  my  excuse." 

To  which  General  Washington  replies — 

"  The  anonymous  'etterwi^which  you  were  pleased  to 
fiTor  me  was  written  by/^!5!7W«J*»,''so  far  as  1  can  judge 
from  a  similitude  of  hands.*******. 

**  My  caution  to  avoid  any  thing  that  could  injure  the  ser- 
vice, prevented  me  from  communicating,  except  to  a  very 
few  of  my  friends,  the  intrigues  of  a  faction  which  I  know 
was  formed  against  me,  since  it  might  serve  to  publish  our 
iatemal  dissensions,  but  their  own  restless  zeal  to  advance 
their  views  has  too  clearly  betrayed  them,  and  made  con- 
oealment  on  my  part  fruitless.  I  cannot  precisely  mark  the 
extent  of  their  views,  but  it  appeared  in  general,  that  Gene- 
ral Gates  was  to  be  exalted  on  the  ruin  of  my  reputation  and 
influence.  This  I  am  authorized  to  say  from  undeniable  facts 
in  my  possession,  from  publications,  the  evident  scope  of 
which  could  not  be  mistaketi,  and  from  private  detracUona 
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iddiutrioltsl;  carculated.   '»••••••«••«•,  it  is  geoer&Il^  sup* 

poaed,  bore  the  secood  part  in  the  cabal ;  and  General  Con- 
way,  I  know,  was  a  vei^  active  and  malignant  parttzaa ;  bnt 
I  hare  good  reason  to  believe  that  their  machinations  have 
recoiled  mort  sensibly  on  tbemselves." 

Yet  in  the  face  of  all  this  evidence  of  the  fact,  General 
Armstrong  recently  avows  that  "  the  slander  propagated  and 
believed  for  half  a  century,  that  two  distinguished  officer*  of 
the  army  of  the  revolntion  had  conspired  to  put  down  tbe 
Commander  in  Chief,  is  on  impudent  and  vikft^ehood,  from 
btginnit^  to  end." 

General  Gates,  after  his  defeat  at  Camden,  was  diiplacad 
from  his  command  by  order  of  Congress,  and  his  craiduct  sub- 
jected to  the  inquiry  of  a  special  coort,  which  resttlted  in  bia 
acquittal,  but  bis  Saratoga  laurels  had  faded,  and  be  was  un- 
able to  retrieve  his  suffering  fame. 

"  It  was  the  general  opinion  that  General  Gates  was  not 
treated  by  Congress  with  that  delicacy,  or  indeed  gratitode, 
that  was  due  to  h  officer  of  his  acknowledged  merit.  Ho, 
however,  received  the  order  of  his  snpenedure  and  anspei^ 
sioB,  and  resigned  the  command  to  General  Greene  with  be- 
coming dignity."  General  Greene  asserted  that  if  there 
was  any  mistake  in  the  conduct  of  Gates,  it  was  in  haxarding 
an  action  at  all  against  inch  enperior  force. 

He  was  reinstated  in  his  military  command  in  the  main 
army  in  1 763,  bnt  the  great  scenes  ^  war  were  now  passed, 
and  lie  conld  only  participate  in  the  painful  scene  of  a  final 
amaratiui. 

In  the  midst  of  hit  misfortune.  General  Gates  was  called 
to  mourn  the  afflictive  dispensation  of  Providence  in  the 
death  of  his  only  son.  Mtyor  Garden  in  his  excellent  pub- 
licatitm  has  recorded  the  following  affecting  anecdote,  which 
he  received  from  Dr.  William  Reed. 

"  Having  occasion  to  call  on  General  Gates,  relative  to 
tbe  business  of  the  department  under  my  immediate  ohai|;e) 
I  found  him  traversing  the  apartment  which  be  occnpied,  un- 
der the  influence  of  high  excitement ;  his  agitation  was  ex- 
cessive-—every  feature  of  his  countenance,  every  gesture 
betrayed  it.  Official  despatches,  informing  him  that  he  was 
superseded,  and  that  the  command  of  the  sootheni  army  bad 
been  transGerred  to  General  Greene,  had  just  been  received 
and  perused  by  hia.  His  countenance,  however,  betrayed 
DO  expression  of  irritation  or  resentment ;  it  was  sensibility 
alone  that  caused  his  emotion.  An  open  letter  which  he  held 
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ID  fail  bud,  was  often  raised  to  bis  lips,  and  kined  with  Ae' 
TotioD,  Tvhile  the  esclamati<Mi  repeatedly  escaped  them — 
*  Great  man  !  Noble,  generoai  procedure  !'  Wben  the  to- 
malt  of  his  mind  bad  subsided,  and  his  thoughts  found  utter- 
ance, be,  with  strong  expressiwi  of  feeling,  exclaimed — '  I 
bare  received  this  daj  a  communication  from  the  Commander 
in  Chief,  which  has  conveyed  more  consolation  to  my  boson, 
more  ineffable  delight  to  my  heart,  than  I  bad  believed  it 
possible  for  it  ever  to  have  felt  again.  With  affectionate 
tenderness  he  sympathizes  with  me  in  my  domestic  misfoi^ 
tunes,  and  condoles  with  me  on  the  loss'  I  have  sustained  by 
the  recent  death  of  an  only  son  ;  ajid  then  with  peculiar  deli- 
cacy, lamenting  my  misfortune  in  battle,  assures  me,  that  hit 
confidence  in  my  zeal  and  capacity  is  so  little  impaired,  tliat 
the  command  of  the  right  wing  of  the  army  will  be  faestoired 
on  me  so  soon  as  I  can  make  it  convenient  to  join  him.*" 

When  the  revolution  was  completed  General  Gates  re- 
tired to  his  plantation  in  Virginia,  where  he  cmitinued  about 
seven  years,  when  he  with  his  wife  took  up  hi*  final  residence 
in  the  neighborhood  of  New  York,  in  civil  life  General 
Gates  was  a  zealous  partizan,  but  he  was  always  disappoint- 
ed in  his  ambitious  views.  In  1800,  he  was  elected  to  the 
New  York  legislature  to  answer  the  purpose  of  a  party,  and 
withdrew  again  to  private  life  as  soon  as  that  purpose  was 
answered.  During  the  federal  administration  of  the  general 
'  .  government,  he  was  found  in  the  ranks  of  the  opposite  or 
>  4^  minor  party,  which  excluded  him  altogether  from  a  share  of 
the  honors  and  emoluments  which  it  was  in  the  power  of  his 
former  illustrious  military  leader  to  bestow.  "A  few  years 
before  bis  death  he  generously  gave  freedom  to  his  slaves, 
making  provision  for  the  old  and  infirm,  while  several  testi- 
fied their  attachment  to  him  by  remaining  in  his  family.  In 
the  characteristic  virtue  of  planters'  hospitality.  Gates  had 
no  competitor,  and  bis  reputation  may  well  be  supposed  to 
put  this  virtue  to  a  bard  test."  *'  He  had  a  handsome  per- 
son,  and  was  gentlemanly  in  hts  manners,  remarkably  conr- 
teoua  to  all,  and  carrying  good  humor  sometimes  beyond  the 
nice  limit  of  dignity.  To  science,  literature  or  erudition 
however,  he  made  no  pretensions,  but  gave  indisputable 
marks  of  a  social,  amiable,  benevolent  disposition.  He  died 
without  posterity  at  his  abode  near  New  York,  on  the  lOlb 
day  of  April,  1806,  aged  seventy-eight  years." 
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BRI&BDIER  QKN'E&AL  JOBff  STARK. 

General  Stark  was  a  native  of  Londonderry,  id  New  Hamp* 
shire,  and  was  born  August  17th,  1128.  When  at  the  age 
ofSl  years,  he  was,  while  on  a  bunting  excursion,  surprised 
and  captured  by  the  Indians,  and  remained  four  months  a 
prisoner  io  their  hands.  He  waa  captain  of  a  company  of 
ranger*  in  the  provincial  service  during  the  French  war  of 
1775,  and  was  with  the  British  General  Lord  Howe,  wheu 
he  was  killed  in  a  skirmish  near  Ticonderoga,  in  July,  1758. 
At  the  close  of  that  war  he  retired  with  the  reputation  of  a 
brave,  and  vigilant  officer.  When  the  report  of  Lexington 
battle  reached  him,  he  was  engaged  at  work  in  his  saw-mill  ; 
-fired  with  indignation  and  a  martial  spirit,  he  immediately 
seized  his  musket,  and  with  a  band  of  heroes  proceeded  to . 
Cambridge.  The  morning  after  his  arrival  he  received  a 
colonel's  commission,  and  availing  himself  of  his  own  popula- 
rity, and  the  enthusiasm  of  the  day,  in  two  hours  he  enlisted 
eight  hundred  men!  Od  the  memorable  17th  of  June,  at 
Breed's  hill.  Colonel  Stark,  at  the  head  of  his  hack-woods- 
men of  New  Hampshire,  poured  on  the  enemy  that  deadly 
fire,  from  a  sure  aim,  which  effected  such  remarkable  de- 
struction in  their  ranks,  and  compelled  them  twice  to  retreat. 
During  the  whole  of  this  dreadful  confiict,  Colonel  Stark 
evinced  that  consummate  bravery  and  intrepid  zeal,  which 
entitle  his  name  to  honor  and  perpetual  remembrance  in  the 
pages  of  our  history.  After  the  British  evacuated  Boston, 
Colmel  Stark  joined  our  northern  army  while  retreating  from 
Canada,  and  be  had  the  command  of  a  party  of  troops  who 
were  employed  in  fortifyii^  the  post  of  Mount  Independence. 
We  next  find  him  at  Trenton,  in  December,  1776,  where  he 
shared  largely  in  the  honors  of  that  ever  memorable  battle 
under  Washington,  when  the  Hessians  were  captured.  But 
Stark  reached  the  climax  of  his  fame,  when  in  one  of  the 
darkest  and  most  desponding  periods  of  Ifae  American  war,  he 
achieved  a  glorious  victory  over  the  enemy  at  Bennington. 
General  Burgoyne,  after  possessing  hiouelf  of  Ticonderoga  in 
July,  1776,  and  while  advancing  at  the  head  of  his  victorioos 
army  towards  Albany,  conceived  the  design  of  taking  by  sur- 
prise a  quantity  of  stores  which  our  people  had  deposited  at 
Benningtoo-  For  this  enterprize  he  despatched  a  German 
officer.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Baum,  with  one  thousand  five  hun- 
dred soldiers  ajid  one  hundred  Indians,  with  two  field  pieces. 
Stark  was  at  this  time  brigadier  general  of  militia,  and  was 
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men,  from  New  Hampshire.  He  adraaced  towards  the  ene- 
tay  and  drew  up  bis  men  in  a  line  of  battle.  Colonel  Btam, 
deeming  it  impradent  to  engage  with  his  present  force,  halt- 
ed his  troops  and  sent  an  express  to  fiurgoyne  for  a  reenforce- 
ment,  and  in  the  mean  time  entrenched  and  rendered  himself 
at  defensible  as  possible- 
General  Burgojne  immediately  despatched  Colonel  Brey- 
man,  with  about  one  thousand  troops,  to  reenforce  Colonel 
Ba'um ;  bat  a  heavy  rain  and  bad  roads  prevented  bis  arrival 
in  season.  General  Stark,  on  the  16th  of  August,  planoed 
his  mode  of  attack,  and  a  moat  severe  action  ensued,  whidi 
continued  about  two  hours,  witii  an  incessant  firinc  of  mns- 
ketry  and  the  enemy's  field  artillery.  ColiHiel  Banm  de- 
fended himself  with  great  bravery  till  he  received  a  mortal 
wound,  and  his  whole  party  was  defeated.  It  was  not  loi^ 
after,  that  Colonel  Breyman  appeared  with  his  reeaforce- 
ment,  and  another  battle  ensued,  which  contimied  obstinate 
on  both  sides  till  sunset,  when  the  Germans  yielded,  and  tbe 
victory  on  our  side  was  complete,  the  trophies  of  whieli 
were  four  brass  Geld  pieces,  and  more  than  seven  hundred 
prisoners.  For  a  more  particular  detail  of  this  enterprize 
see  page  ninety-two  of  this  volume-  Congress,  on  the 
4tb  of  October  following,  passed  a  resolve  of  thanks  to 
General  Stark,  and  tbe  officers  and  troops  under  his  com- 
mand, for  their  brave  and  successful  attack  and  signal  vic- 
tory, and  that  Brigadier  Stark  be  appointed  a  brigadier  gene- 
ral in  the  army  of  the  United  States.  Geneial  Stark  voIot»- 
teered  his  services  under  General  Gates,  at  Saratoga,  and 
assisted  in  the  council  which  stipulated  the  surrender  of 
Genera)  Burgoyne,  nor  did  he  relinquish  his  valuable  services 
til)  be  could  greet  his  native  country  as  an  Independent  Em- 
pire. General  Stark  was  of  the  middle  stature,  not  formed 
by  nature  to  exhibit  an  erect  soldierly  mien.  His  man- 
ners were  frank  and  unassuming,  but  he  manifested  a  pecu- 
liar sort  of  eccentricity  and  negligence,  which  precluded  all 
display  of  personal  dignity,  and  seemed  to  place  him  among 
those  of  ordinary  rank  in  life.  But  as  a  courageous  and  be- 
roic  soldier,  he  is  entitled  to  high  rank  among  those  who  have 
been  crowned  with  unfading  laurels,  and  to  whom  a  large 
share  of  glory  is  justly  due-  His  character  as  a  private 
citizen  was  unblemished,  and  he  was  ever  held  in  respect. 
For  the  last  few  years  of  his  life,  he  enjoyed  a  pecuniary 
botinty  from  the  government.     He  lived  to  the  advanced  age 


7*-  -^       T-T. 


of  niuety-thi-M  y eftrs,  eicM  monthi  vA  twenty-four  days,  and 
died  May  8th,  18SS,  at  lis  reeidenoe  in  MaBdieater,  oa  the 
bank  of  the  Merrimack. 
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General  SnlliraB  hu  a  claim  to  bononible  distinctitn  among 
the  general  officer*  of  the  American  army.  Before  the  revoln' 
tion  be  had  attained  to  emmenee  in  the  profession  of  the  law,  in 
New  Hampshire.  Bnt  indulging  a  laudable  ambition  for  mili- 
tary glory,  he  relinqniriied  the  fairest  proq)ects  of  fortune  and 
fame,  and  on  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  appeared  amoi^ 
the  most  ardent  patriots  and  intrepid  warriors.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  first  Coosrew,  in  1174  ;  bnt  pfeferring  a  mili- 
tary commission,  he  was  m  1775,  appointed  a  brigadier  general 
of  the  American  army  then  at  Cambridge,  and  wxm  obtained 
the  command  on  Winter  Hill.  The  next  year  be  was  tn-dered 
to  Canada,  and  on  the  death  of  General  Thomas,  the  command 
of  the  army  derolred  tn  him.  The  situation  of  our  army  in 
diat  (parter,  was  inexpressibly  distressing,  destitute  of  cloth- 
ii^,  dispirited  by  defeat  and  constant  fatigue,  and  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  troops  rick  with  the  smallpox,  which  was  attend- 
ed by  an  unprecedented  mortality.  By  his  great  exertions  and 
jndicioQs  management  he  meliorated  the  condition  of  tbe  army, 
and  obtained  general  applause.  On  hisretirii^  from  that  com- 
mand, Jnly  ll,  1776,  the  field  officers  thus  addressed  him.  "It 
\%  to  you,  Sir,  the  public  are  indebted  for  the  preaerration  of 
beir  property  in  Canada.  It  is  to  you  we  owe  our  safety  thus 
hr.  Your  {mmanity  will  call  forth  the  silent  tear,  and  tbe 
grateful  ejaculatiffii  of  the  rick.  Tour  muvertal  impartiality, 
will  force  tbe  applause  of  the  wearied  soldier."  In  Augnst, 
1776,  be  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major  general,  and  soon 
after  was,  with  major  general  Lord  Sterling,  captured  by  tbe 
British  in  the  battle  on  Long  Island.  Oeneral  SuUivan  be- 
ing  paroled,  was  sent  by  General  Howe  with  a  nesaage  to 
CoimesB,  after  which  he  returned  to  New  York.  In  Septem- 
ber he  was  exchanged  for  Major  General  Prescott.  We  next 
day  find  him  in  command  of  the  right  division  <^  onr  troops,  in 
die  famous  battle  at  Trenton,  and  he  acquitted  Iiimself  honor- 
abh  on  that  erer  memorable  day. 

In  August  1777,  without  the  authority  of  Congress,  or  tbe 
Conmamer  in  Chief,  be  planned  and  executed  an  expeditioa- 


9guB0t  the  aeiiir  on  flUtn  Umi-  Tbouj^  the  cntopriw 
wts  cmducted  with  prudnde  and  fl«cc6M  m  part,  it  wmi  wid 
by  Bome  to  be  lesa  briUiant  than  ml^  haTe  ben  expected,  un- 
der his  farorable  circanutancet ;  aid  ai  that  act  was  daeaied 
I  b<Ad  asmmption  of  respooiibilitj,  and  reporta  to  hia  prejadioe 
being  in  circnlatioa,  a  court  of  inquiry  was  ordered  to  invcsti- 
eate  his  eoodnct.  The  result  was  an  hooorable  acqoittal,  md 
Congress  resolved  that  the  result  so  homrvble  to  General  Sb1« 
Itran  is  bigfalr  pleasinK  to  Congress,  and  that  the  opinon  of  tbe 
coortbe  puDlubed,  m  justifiution  of  that  iignied  officer,  la 
the  battles  at  BnndTwiae  and  at  Qermantown,  in  the  aabunn 
of  1 777,  O^ieral  SuiliTan  cammanded  •  divinoo,  and  in  the  lat- 
ter conflict  bis  two  aids  were  killedi  and  his  own  conduct  wu 
so  conspicuously  brare,  that  General  Waiiungtai  m  his  tetter 
to  Congress  concludes  with  encomiunu  on  the  ^llantry  of  Gen- 
eral SnUivBD,  and  the  whole  right  wing  of  the  army,  wbiT  acted 
immediately  under  theeye  of  hi*  fiioelleoCT.  InAanut,  1778, 
Cteneral  Siuliran,  was  sole  commander  of  an  catpe&ioa  to  the  ~ 
bland  of  Newport,  in  cooperation  with  the  French  fleet  under 
the  Count  D'Estaing.  The  Marquisde  la  Fayette  and  Oeoeral 
Greene  volunteered  tbeir  services  oa  the  occasioo.  Tbe  ob- 
ject of  (lie  expedititm  was  defeated,  in  consequence  of  tbe 
French  fleet  being  driven  off  by  a  violeot  etorm.  By  this  un- 
fortunate event  the  enemy  were  encouraged  to  engage  our  aimy 
in  battle,  in  which  they  suffered  a  repulse,  and  General  Sulli- 
van finally  effected  a  safe  retreat  to  tbe  main.  This  retreat, 
so  ably  executed  without  confusion,  or  the  loss  of  baggage,  or 
stores,  increased  the  military  reputatim  of  General  SuUivan, 
and  redounds  to  his  honor  as  a  skilful  commander. 

The  bloody  tragedy,  acted  at  Wyoming,  m  1778,  had  deter- 
mined the  Commander  in  Chief,  in  1779,  to  employ  a  lai^  de- 
tachment from  the  continental  army  to  penetrate  into  the  heart 
of  tbe  Indian  country,  to  chastise  tbe  hostile  tribes  and  their 
white  associates  and  adherents,  for  their  cruel  aggressims  on 
the  defenceless  ioliabitauts.  The  command  of  this  expeditim, 
was  committed  to  Major  General  Sullivan,  with  express  orders 
to  destroy  their  settlements,  to  ruin  their  cropF,  and  make  such 
thorough  devastations,  as  to  render  the  country  entirely  unin- 
habitable for  tlic  prcMmt,  and  thus  to  compel  the  savages  to  re- 
move to  a  rrreatcr  distance  from  our  frcmtiers.  General  Sul- 
livan had  under  bis  command  several  brigadiers  and  a  well 
chosen  army,  to  which  were  attached  a  number  of  friendly 
Indian  warriors.  With  this  force  he  penetrated  about  ninety 
miles  through  a  horrid  swampy  wilderness  and  barren  mouu- 
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tainmi  deaerta,  to  Wjoming,  od  the  Sniquehaima  rirer,  thence 
by  water  to  Tioga,  and  poasessed  hiniBelf  of  numeroua  towns 
and  vil]age§  of  the  sarages.  During  this  hazardoua  expedition, 
General  SuIIiran  and  hia  army  encountered  the  most  complicat- 
ed ofaBtacIes,  requiring  the  greatest  fortitude  and  persererance 
to  surmount.  He  explored  an  extenuye  tract  of  country  and 
strictly  executed  the  Kvere,  but  neceatary  orders  he  had  re- 
ceired.  A  considerable  number  of  Indiana  wer^  slain,  some 
were  captured,  tbeir  habitatiora  were  burnt,  tbeir  planta- 
tions of  com  and  rc^tables  laid  waste  in  the  most  effec- 
tual manner.  "  Eighteen  villages,  a  number  of  detach- 
ed buildings,  oae  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  bushels  of 
com,  and  those  fruits  and  vegetables,  which  conduce  to 
the  comfort  and  subsistence  of  man,  were  utterly  de- 
stroyed. Five  weeks  were  unremittingly  employed  m  this 
work  of  devastation."  On  his  return  from  the  expedition, 
he  and  his  army  received  the  approbatira  of  Congress.  It  is 
remarked  on  this  expedition,  by  the  translator  of  M.  Chastel- 
ieux's  travels,  an  Englishman  then  resident  in  tiie  United 
States,  that  the  instructions  given  by  General  Sullivan  to 
his  officers,  the  order  of  march  he  prescribed  to  bis  troops, 
mid  the  disciplme  he  had  the  ability  to  maintain,  would  have 
done  honor  to  the  most  experienced  ancient  or  modem  gen- 
erals. At  the  close  of  the  campaign  of  1 779,  Genera]  Sulli- 
van, in  consequence  of  impaired  health,  resigned  his  commis- 
sion in  the  army.  Congress  in  accepting  of  his  resignation 
passed  a  resolve,  thanking  him  for  his  past  services.  His 
military  talents  and  bold  spirit  of  enterprize  were  universal- 
ly acknowledged.  He  was  fond  of  display,  and  his  personal 
appearance  and  dignified  deportment  commanded  respect. 
After  bis  resignation,  he  resumed  his  professional  pursuits  at 
the  bar,  and  was  much  distinguished  as  a  statesman,  politi- 
cian and  patriot.  He  acquired  very  considerable  proficiency 
in  general  literature,  and  an  extensive  knowledge  of  men  and 
the  world.  He  received  from  Harvard  University,  a  degree 
of  Master  of  Arts,  and  from  the  University  of  Dartmouth,  a 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws.  He  was  one  of  the  convention 
who  formed  the  state  constitution  for  New  Hampshire,  was 
chosen  into  the  first  council,  and  was  afterwards  elected 
chief  magistrate  in  that  state,  and  held  the  office  for  three 

iears.  In  September,  1789,  he  was  appointed  Judge  of  the 
listrict  Court,  for  the  District  of  New  Hampshire,  and  con> 
Unned  in  the  office  till  bis  death,  in  1795. 


MSJOR  QEXERAL  THOMAS  COJfWAY. 

KlflOHT  OF  TBE  DRDBB  OP  ST.  L0CI8. 

Thii  geDtleinan  wu  bom  in  Irelud,  tud  trant  with  fail 
parents  to  France,  >t  the  age  of  lix  fears,  and  wu  from  hli 
youth  educated  to  the  profession  of  armi.  He  had  obtained 
ooDfiderable  reputation  a>  a  military  officer,  and  ei  a  man  tX 
Bonnd  underitanaing  and  judgment.  He  arrived  from  Prance, 
Trith  ample  recanimendati<His,  and  CfWgress  appointed  hin  a 
brigadier  general  in  May  1777.  He  loon  became  coaspiea- 
oualy  inimical  to  General  Washington,  and  sought  ociuisions 
to  traduce  his  character.  In  this  he  found  support  from  a 
faction  in  Cowresa,  who  were  desirous  that  the  CommaDder 
in  Chief  should  be  Buperseded.  The  Congress  not  long  after 
elected  Genera)  Conway  to  the  office  of  Inspector  Geoeml 
to  our  army,  with  the  rank  of  major  general,  though  he  had 
insulted  the  Commander  in  Chief  and  jostified  himself  in  do- 
ing to.  This  gare  umbrage  to  the  brigadiers  over  whom  he 
was  promoted,  and  they  remonstrated  to  Congress  against 
the  proceeding,  as  implicating  their  honor  and  character. 
Conway,  now  smarting  under  the  imputation  of  having  insti- 
gated a  hostile  faction  against  the  illustrious  Washington, 
and  being  extremely  unpopular  among  the  officers  in  general, 
and  finding  his  situation  did  not  accord  with  his  feelings  and 
TiewB,  resigned  his  commission,  without  having  commenced 
the  duties  of  inspector.  He  was  believed  to  be  an  unprin- 
cipled intriguer,  and  after  his  resignation,  his  calumny  and 
detraction  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  the  army  gene- 
rally, was  exercised  with  unrestrained  virulence  and  out- 
rage. 

No  man  was  more  zealously  engaged  in  the  scheme  of  ele- 
vating General  Gates  to  the  station  of  Commander  in  Chief. 
His  vile  insinuations  and  direct  assertions  in  the  public  news- 
papers, and  in  private  conversation,  relative  to  tne  incapaci- 
ty of  Washington  to  conduct  the  operations  of  Ibe  army,  re- 
ceived countenance  from  several  members  of  Congress,  who 
were  induced  to  declare  their  want  of  confidence  in  him, 
and  the  affair  assumed  an  aspect  threatening  the  most  disas- 
trous consequences.  Conway  maintained  a  correspondence 
with  General  Gates  on  the  subject,  and  in  one  of  his  letters, 
he  thus  expresses  himself.  "Heaven  has  been  determined 
to  save  your  country,  or  a  weak  General  and  bad  coansellort, 
would  have  ruined  it."  He  was  himself  at  that  time  one  of 
the  counsellors,  against  whom  he  so  basely  inveigh?.     Envy 
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anti  malicd  ever  are  attendant  on  exalted  genius  and  merit. 
But  the  delusion  was  of  short  coutinuance,  the  name  of 
Washington  proved  unassailable,  aud  the  base  intrigue  of 
Conway  recoiled  with  bitterness  on  his  own  head.  General 
Cadwallader,  of  Pennsylvania,  indignant  at  the  attempt 
to  vilify  the  character  of  Washington,  resolved  to  avenge 
himself  on  the  aggressor,  In  personal  combat.  In  Major 
Garden's  Anecdotes  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  &.c.  we  have 
the  following  detailed  particulars  of  the  duel-  "  The  parties 
having  declared  themselves  ready,  the  word  was  given  to 
proceed.  General  Conway  immediately  raised  his  pistol 
and  Rred  with  great  composure,  but  without  effect.  General 
Cadwallader  was  about  to  do  so,  when  a  sudden  gust  of  wind 
occurring,  he  kept  his  pistol  down  and  remained  tranquil. 
*'  Why  do  yon  not  fire,  General  Cadwallader  ?"  exclaimed 
Conway,  "Because,"  replied  General  Cadwallader,  "  we 
came  not  here  to  trifle.  Let  the  gale  pass,  and  I  shall  act  my 
part."  "  if  ou  shall  have  a  fair  chance  of  performing  it  well," 
rejoined  Coni^av,  and  immediately  presented  a  full  front. 
General  Cadwallader  fired,  and  his  ball  entered  the  mouth  of 
his  antagonist,  he  fell  directly  forward  on  his  face.  Colonel 
Morgan,  running  to  his  assistance,  found  the  blood  spouting 
from  behind  his  neck,  and  lifting  up  the  ciub  of  his  hair,  saw 
the  ball  drop  from  it.  It  had  passed  through  his  head,  great- 
ly to  the  derangement  of  his  tongue  and  teeth,  but  did  not 
idfiict  a  mortal  wound.  As  soon  as  the  blood  was  sufficiently 
Washed  away  to  allow  him  to  speak,  General  Conway,  turn- 
ing to  his  opponent,  said  good  humoredly,  "  You  fire,  general, 
with  much  deliberation,  and  certainly  with  a  great  deal  of 
effect."  The  calls  of  honor  being  satisfied,  all  animosity 
Bobsided,  and  they  parted  free  from  all  resentment.  For 
CoDway'^s  letter  of  apology  to  General  Washington,  see  page 
139,  of  this  work. 


MMOR  QKN'ER^iL  CHARLES  LEE. 

General  Lee  was  an  original  genius,  and  one  of  thti  mott 
eccentric  and  extraordinary  characters  of  the  age.  His 
brilliant  talents,  military  prowess  and  extensive  intelligence 
would  have'  entitled  faim  to  pre-eminence  in  the  days  of 
chivalry.  He  could  dignify  with  honor  an  elevated  station, 
and  it  was  not  dlMcnit  iat  him  to  degrade  his  rank  by  indulg- 


iiq;  b  a  malignant,  sordid  pawion  for|>etiai^  Mtire  and  Enrac- 
tire.  From  the  qaalitie*  and  mailnertf«  a  gentleman,  Iw 
eonld  deacend  to  the  level  of  a  quenildtt  .clown.  The  pre- 
feuion  of  arnu  was  his  delight  from  infaDCfiand  he  was  com- 
missimed  at  the  early  age  of  eleven  rears.  In  the  jear  176S, 
he  bore  a  coloners  commiieion,  ana  served  under  Qeoeral 
Baifoyne  in  Portugal,  where  he  signaliaed  himself  by  his 
marUU  skill  and  active  enterprizei.  He  afterwards  served 
as  an  aid  de  camp  to  his  Polish  Majestv,  with  the  rank  of 
major  general.  He  exhausted  every  valuable  treatise  both 
ancient  and  mod^  on  the  military  art)  and  his  capacioua 
■ind  wu  stored  with  knowledge  on  ever^  subject  which  be 
could  collect  from  reading,  conversation  and  '^rtmure 
travelling  in  Europe-  He  was  honored  with  the  acquaint- 
ance of  prmces  and  noblemen,  yet  ,his  manners  were  rude 
and  fingolar,  partly  from  nature,  and  partly  from  affectatioB. 
To  his  strong  powers  of  mtelleet,  he  added  literary  aocoB- 
plishments,  and  the  kuwledge  of  six  lanroages  beside  bii 
own.  As  a-  statesman  he  apjwared  to  be  uflnoieed  by  an 
imate  principle  of  republicanism  ;  an  attachment  to  these 
principles  was  implanted  i'o  the  constitution  of  his  mind,  and 
be  espouBed  the  cause  of  America  as  a  champion  of  her 
emancipation  from  oppresBion.  He  pertinaciously  opposed  v 
every  oppressive  meaaure  of  the  British  cabinet  towards  the.^ 
American  colonies,  even  while  he  was  in  their  service.  On  . 
bis  arrival  in  this  country,  he  became  daily  more  enthusiastic 
in  the  cause  of  liberty,  and  be  traveled  rapidly  through  the 
colonies,  animating  both  by  conversation  and  his  eloquent  pen, 
to  a  determined  and  persevering  resistance  to  British  ty- 
ranny. Thus  he  acquired  a  large  share  of  popularity,  and 
his  presence  among  the  people  at  this  crisis  was  considered 
as  a  most  fortunate  and  propitious  omen.  He  probably  ex- 
pected to  have  become  the  first  in  military  rank  in  America, 
but  in  1775,  be  accepted  a  commission  of  second  major  gen- 
eral from  our  Congress,  having  previously  resigned  that 
which  he  held  in  the  British  service,  and  relinquished  bis 
half  pay.  He  accompanied  General  Washington  to  join  the 
troops  assembled  near  Boston,  in  July,  1775,  and  he  was  con- 
sidered as  a  real  acquisition  to  our  cause.  In  the  spring  of 
1776,  he  was  ordered  to  New  York,  to  take  the  command 
and  to  fortify  that  city  for  defence.  Not  long  after,  be  was 
appointed  to  the  command  of  the  southern  department,  and 
in  his  travels  through  the  country,  he  received  every  testi- 
mony of  high  respect  from  the  people.     General  Sir  Hewiy 
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CHnton,  and  Sir  Peter  Parker,  with  a  powerful  fleet  and 
ariny,  attempted  the  reduction  of  Charleston,  while  he  was 
in  command.  The  fleet  anchored  within  half  musket  shot  of 
the  fort  on  Sullivan's  Island,  where  Colonel  Moultrie,  one  of 
the  bravest  and  most  intrepid  of  men,  commanded.  A  tre- 
mendous engagement  ensued  on  the  28th  of  June,  1776, 
which  lasted  twelve  hours  without  intermission.  The  whole 
British  force  was  completely  repulsed,  after  suffering  an  ir- 
reparable loss.  General  Lee,  and  Colonel  Moultrie  receiv- 
ed the  thanks  of  Congress  for  their  signal  bravery  and  gal- 
lantry. Our  hero  had  now  reached  the  pinnacle  of  bis  mili- 
tary gtory,  the  eclat  of  his  name  alone,  appeared  to  enchant 
and  animate  the  most  desponding  heart.  But  here  we  pause 
to  contemplate  the  humiliating  reverse  of  human  events.  He 
returned  to  the  main  army  in  October,  and  in  marching  at  the 
head  of  a  large  detachment  through  the  Jerseys,  having  from 
a  desire  of  retaining  a  separate  command,  delayed  bis  march 
several  days  in  disobedience  of  express  orders  from  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  he  was  guilty  of  most  culpable  negligence 
in  regard  to  bis  personal  security.  He  took  up  his  quarters 
two  or  three  miles  from  the  main  body,  and  lay  for  the  night, 
December  13th,  1776,  in  a  careless  exposed  situation.  In- 
formation of  this  being  communicated  to  Colonel  Harconrt, 
who  commanded  the  British  light  horse,  he  proceeded  inAne- 
diatflly  to  the  house,  fired  into  it,  and  obliged  the  general  to 
surrender  himself  a  prisoner.  They  mounted  him  on  a  horse 
in  haste,  without  his  cloak  or  hat,  and  conveyed  him  in 
triumph  to  New  York.  A  splendid  triumph  indeed  it  was, 
for  next  to  Washington  he  was  the  most  highly  prized  as  a 
captive  by  the  British,  who  considered  him  as  the  soul  of  the 
American  army,  and  at  that  juncture  of  our  affairs  a  more 
grievous  loss,  Washington  thonght,  could  not  have  been  sus- 
tained. The  Commander  in  Chief  greatly  lamented  his  cap* 
ture,  as  he  entertained  a  high  opinion  of  his  martial  skill,-and 
he  was  apprehensive  that  the  British  general  would  treat 
him  with  indignity  and  rigor.  Not  having  any  prisoner  of  his 
rank,  his  Excellency  immediately  proposed  to  exchange  for 
him  five  Hessian  field  officers  captured  at  Trenton,  which  is 
equivalent  to  the  rank  of  major  general.  The  British  com- 
mander affected  to  consider  Lee  as  a  deserter  froff  his 
majesty's  service,  and  refused  to  listen  to  proposal  for 
an  exchange,  but  treated  him  with  all  the  rigor  of  a  state 
criminal  of  the  first  magnitude.  This  compelled  the  Ameri- 
can commander,  by  order  of  Congress,  to  retaliate  on  the 
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bell,  who  iru  now  commuted  to  a  dnngew.  Aner  tbe  cap- 
-  tare  of  Qeoerftl  Burgi^ne  tnd  hu  vnaj,  tba  enemr  relaxed 
io  their  rigoroui  treatjqent,  and  General  Lee  was  bmh  ex- 
changed  for  M^or  General  Preecott.  It  ia  next  to  be  aefm 
in  what  manner  General  X^e^  tenninated  hit  career  in  ibe 
coDtinental  serrioe.  In  the  battle  at  Moninoath  on  tbe  XBth 
of  June,  1776,  be  commanded  the  van  of  the  Anerieantroopa 
with  orders  from  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  attack  the  re- 
treating enemy.  Iiutead  of  obeying  tlii*  order,  he  condnotad 
m  an  unworthy  manner  and  greatly  diicopcerted  the  arraage- 
nenti  of.  the  day.  Hii  Excellency,  adrancinc  to  the  field  of 
battle,  met  him  in  his  ditorderly  retreat,  and  accoatsd  bin 
If  ith  Btroog  expreaaioni  of  diiapprofaation.  Lee,  incapable 
in  brooking  even  an  Implied  inoignity,  and  miable  to  restraia 
the  warmth  of  hit  resmtment,  used  miproper  language  in  re- 
turn, and  some  irritation  wai  excited  on  both  aifMf  far  the 
mommt.  Lee  os  the  aame  day  addreiaed  two  lettera  te  tbe 
Commander  in  Chief,  couched  in  diareapectfnl  langnaj^  wad 
with  an  air  of  defiance  aolicited  a  trial  for  hii  iotdoet,  ip 
consequence  of  which  he  waa  immediately  pat  nnder  arrest. 
A  court  martial,  of  which  Lord  Stirling  was  president,  was 
ordered  for  hia  trial  on,  the  fallowing  cliargea.  1st.  For  dis- 
obedience of  orders  in  not  attacking  the  enemy  on  the  38th 
of  June,  agreeably  to  repeated  instructions.  2d.  For  mis- 
behavior before  the  enemy  ui  the  same  day,  by  making  an 
unneceasary,  disorderly  and  shameful  retreat.  3d.  For  dis- 
respect to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  in  two  letters  dated 
July  1st,  and  June  28th.  The  letter  dated  July  lat  was  so 
dated  by  mistake,  it  was  written  June  3Sth.  The  court 
found  him  guilty  on  all  the  charges,  and  lentenced  him  to  he 
suspended  from  any  command  in  the  armies  of  the  United 
States  of  America  for  the  term  of  twelve  months.  He  made 
a  masterly  defence,  and  endeavoured  to  prove  that  any  other 
course  than  that  pursued  would  have  given  the  enemy  great 
advantage,  and  hazarded  the  destruction  of  our  army.  In 
his  adversity  General  Lee  was  not  altogether  destitute  of 
advocates  as  respects  the  affair  of  Monmouth  ;  they  alleged 
that,  were  it  not  for  the  disrespectful  letters  to  his  Excel- 
lency, Lee  would  have  been  acquitted,  and  the  degree  of 
punishment  aeems  in  some  measure  to  justify  this  opinion.  If 
he  had  been  proved  fully  guilty  of  all  the  charges,  a  snsp^i- 
sion  for  one  year  would  be  inadequate  to  the  magnitude  of 
the  crime. '  It  appears  also  that  Ctmgress  did  not  withoat 
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some  demur  sanction  the  sentence  of  tbe  court  martial. 
When  at  length  their  confirmation  of  the  sentence  was  pro- 
mulgated, it  was  like  &  mortal  wound  to  the  lofty  aspiring 
spirit  of  General  Lee  ;  pointing  to  his  dog  he  exclaimed, 
"  Oh  that  I  was  that  animal,  that  I  might  not  call  man  mj 
brother."  He  became  outrageous,  and  from  that  moment 
be  was  more  open  and  virulent  in  his  attack  on  the  character 
of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  did  not  cease  in  his  un\veari> 
ed  endeavors  both  in  his  conversation  and  writings  to  lessen  his 
reputation  in  the  estimation  of  the  army,  and  the  public.  He 
was  an  active  abettor  of  General  Conway  in  bis  calumny  and 
abuse,  of  General  Washington,  and  they  were  believed  to  be 
in  concert  in  their  vile  attempts  to  supersede  his  Excellency 
in  the  supreme  command.  With  the  hope  of  efi'ecting  his 
nefarious  purpose,  he  published  a  pamphlet  replete  with 
scurrilous  imputation*  unfavourable  to  the  military  talents  of 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  but  this,  with  his  other  malignant 
allegations  were  consigned  to  contempt.  At  length  Colonel 
Laurens,  one  of  General  Washington's  aids,  unable  longer  to 
suffer  this  gross  abuse  of  bis  illustrious  friend,  demanded  of 
Lee  that  satisfaction  which  custom  has  sanctiooed  as  honor- 
able. A  rencounter  accordingly  ensued,  and  Lee  received 
a  wound  in  his  side.  Lee  now  finding  himself  abandoned  by 
his  friends,  degraded  in  the  eye  of  the  public,  and  despised  by 
the  wise  and  virtuous,  retired  to  bis  sequestered  plantation  in 
Virginia.  In  this  spot,  secluded  from  all  society,  be  lived  in 
a  sort  of  hovel  without  glass  windows  or  plastering,  or  even  a 
decent  article  of  house  furniture  ;  here  he  amused  himself 
with  his  books  and  dogs.  On  January  10th,  1780,  Congress 
resolved  that  Major  General  Lee  be  informed  that  they  have 
no  further  occasion  for  his  services  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States.  In  the  autumn  of  1783,  wearied  with  his  forlorn 
situation,  and  broken  spirit,  he  resorted  to  Philadelphia,  and 
took  lodgings  in  an  ordinary  tavern.  He  was  soon  seized 
with  a  disease  of  the  luugs,  and  after  a  few  days' confinement, 
he  terminated  his  mortd  course,  a  martyr  to  chagrin  and  dis- 
appointment, October  3d,  1783.  Tbe  last  words  which  he 
was  beard  to  utter,  were,  "stand  hy  roe  my  brave  grena- 
diers." The  citizens  of  Philadelphia  were  much  affected 
with  his  unexpected  death,  and  bis  funeral  was  attended  by  a 
large  concourse  of  people,'  the  clergy  of  different  denomina- 
tions, tbe  president  and  members  of  Congress,  and  of  the 
Assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  the  miaister  of  France  and  his 
secretary,  General  Barm  de  Viominil,  tbe  miniater  of  war, 


ud  tevenl  other  off  cen  of  dittbetioB,  boOi  at  tte  Fweh 
imd  of  the  American  arm;. 

General  Lee  wu  rather  abore  the  niddle  uxe,  **  pl*ia  it 
bis  perton  erento  ngtioesi,  snd  careleu  in  hia  mamen  even 
to  a  degree  of  rudeneu ;  his  nose  waa  ao  remarfcablj  aqaitine, 
tiiat  it  appeared  aa  a  real  deformitj.  Hii  roice  waa  ronch) 
hia  garb  ordinarr,  hii  deportment  moroae.  He  was  unbi* 
tioui  of  fame  without  the  dignity  to  support  it.  In  prirate 
lU'e  he  annk  into  the  Tulgaritjr  of  the  clown."  Hia  remarit- 
able  partiality  for  doga  was  sach,  that  a  number  of  these  ani- 
mals  constantly  followed  in  his  trun,  and  the  ladies  complain- 
ed that  he  allowed  his  canine  adhereniM  to  follow  him  into  the 
parlor,  and  not  unfrequentty  a  favorite  one  might  l>e  seen  on  a 
chair  next  hia  elbow  at  table. 

b  the  year  1776,  when  oar  army  lay  at  White  Plairn,  Lee 
remded  near  the  road  which  Qeoeral  Wadiingtoo  freqiiently 
paaaed,  and  he  one  day  with  lua  aids  called  and  took  Anner ; 
after  tliey  bad  departed  Lee  said  to  his  aids,  *'  yon  moat  look 
me  out  other  quartets  or  I  shall  have  Waahii^ton  and  his  nop- 
piee  calling  till  they  eat  me  np."-  The  next  day  he  ordered  lus 
serrant  to  write  with  chalk  on  the  door,  "  no  victuals  cooked 
licre  to  day."  The  company,  seeii^  the  hint  on  the  door,  pass- 
ed with  a  iimile  at  the  oddity  of  the  man.  '*  The  character  of 
this  person,"  says  one  who  knew  him  well,  "  is  full  of  absurdi- 
ties and  qualities  of  a  most  extraordinat;  nature.  His  under- 
standing  was  great,  bis  memoiy  capacious  and  his  fancy  brilliant. 
He  was  a  correct  and  elegant  classical  scholar,  and  both  wrote 
and  6p(Jce  bis  native  language  with  perspicuity,  force  and  beauty. 
From  these  circumstances  he  was  at  times  a  most  agreeable 
and  instructive  companion.  His  temper  was  naturally  sour  and 
severe.  He  was  seldom  seen  to  laugh  and  scarcely  to  smile. 
The  history  of  his  life  is  little  less  than  the  history  of  disputes, 
quarrels  and  duels  in  every  part  of  the  world.  He  was  vindic- 
tive to  his  enemies.  His  avarice  had  no  bounds.  He  never 
went  into  a  public  and  seldom  into  a  private  house  where  he 
did  not  discover  some  marks  of  ineffable  and  contemptible  mean- 
ness. He  grudged  the  expense  of  a  nurse  in  his  last  illness,  and 
died  in  a  small  dirty  room  in  the  Philadelphia  tavern,  called 
the  Canastoga  wagon,  attended  by  no  one  bat  a  French  servant, 
and  Mr.  Oswald  the  printer,  who  once  served  as  an  officer  under 
him.  He  was  both  impious  and  profane.  In  his  principles  be 
was  not  only  an  infidel,  but  he  was  very  hostile  to  every  attri- 
bute of  the  Deity.  His  morals  were  exceedingly  debauched- 
His  appetite  was  so  whimncal  at  to  what  he  ate  and  drank, 
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that  he  was  at  all  times  aod  in  ail  placet  a  most  troublesome 
and  disagreeable  guest.  His  judgment  in  war  was  generally 
sound.  He  was  extremely  useful  to  tlie  Americans  in  tbe  be* 
ginning  of  the  revolution,  by  inspiring  them  with  military  ideas 
and  a  contempt  for  British  discipline  and  valor.  It  is  diificult 
to  say  whether  the  active  and  useful  part  he  took  in  the  contest 
arose  from  personal  resentment  against  the  king  of  Great  Bi> 
lain,  or  from  a  regard  to  the  liberties  of  America.  It  is  certaii 
be  reprobated  the  French  alliance  and  republican  forms  of 
government  after  he  retired  from  the  American  service.  He 
was  in  the  field  brave  m  the  highest  degree,  and  with  all  his 
faults  and  oddities,  was  beloved  by  his  officers  and  soldiers. 
He  was  devoid  of  prudence,  aii  used  to  call  it  a  raicalty  eirfue. 
Two  virtues  he  possessed  in  an  eminent  degree,  sincerity  and 
veracity.  He  was  never  known  to  deceive  or  desert  a  friend, 
and  he  was  a  stranger  to  equivocation,  even  where  his  safety  or 
character  was  at  stake.  It  was  notorious  that  General  Lee 
was  a  man  of  unbounded  personal  ambition,  and  conscious  of 
his  European  education,  and  pre-eminent  military  talents  and 
prowess,  he  affected  a  superiority  over  General  Washington, 
and  constantly  aimed  at  the  supreme  command,  little  scrupu- 
lous as  to  the  means  employed  to  accomplish  his  own  advance- 
ment. In  reference  to  his  base  detraction,  General  Washing- 
ton in  a  letter  to  a  friend  said,  "  what  cause  is  there  for  such  a 
profusion  of  venom  as  he  is  emitting  on  all  occasions  ? — a  simple 
narration  of  facts  would  defeat  all  his  assertions,  notwithstand- 
ing they  are  made  with  an  eSrontery  which  few  men  do,  and 
for  the  honor  of  human  nature,  ought  to  possess." — "If  this 
gentleman  is  envious  of  my  station,  and  conceives  that  I  stand 
in  his  way  to  preferment,  I  can  assure  him  in  most  solemn 
terms,  that  the  first  ivish  of  my  soul  is,  to  return  to  that  peace- 
ful retirement,  and  domestic  ease  and  happiness,  whence  I  came. 
To  this  end  all  my  labors  have  been  directed,  and  for  this  pur- 
pose have  I  been  more  than  four  years  a  perfect  slave,  endea- 
voring, under  as  many  embarrassing  circumstances  as  ever  fell 
to  any  man's  lot  to  encounter,  and  as  pure  motives  as  any  man 
was  ever  influenced  by,  to  promote  the  cause  and  service  I  had 
embarked  in." — Gardtn't  .Anecdotes. 

ThefoUoaing  w  an  extract  from  General  Lte^a  mil. 

'*  I  desire  moat  earnestly  that  I  may  not  be  buried  in  any 
church  or  church  yard,  or  within  a  mile  of  any  Presbyterian  or 
Anabaptist  Meeting  House,  for  since  I  have  resided  in  this 
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eeantfy,  I  btrt  keyt  M  mtidi  but  donpMfr  ttfaBti  Mrtag,  Ail  I 
do  not  choom  to  osbtinae  it  wbeo  desd."  ' 

Tbomu  faiob  once  nid  of  Lee,  IbM  "  iM  WW  aboM  all 
nonarclM,  and  belflvT  ^1  iCHa." 


nSETCH  OF  TSE  LtFB  Of  tUSJ^OSL  iOfOX. 

Affioog  those  of  our  coontrrmen,  wbo  moit  zetloo^  ''^^^ 
b  the  cause  of  liber^,  few  nBtained  a  tadk  more  aemrfeay 
eonnticaoao,  than  Qenera}  Knox.  He  waa  me  (rf' (hoae  berott, 
of  wIioiB  it  may  be  txntj  (aid,  tMt  he  lived  for  hh  fcMAtrr. 

The  ardor  of  bia  roatb  and  the  vigOr  otfSM  aiaiihood  Wfire  de- 
TOtod  to  aeqoiriif  m  YSttrly,  and  establbhlng  Ha  pro^erity. 
Bora  in  Boatoe,  Jnly,  1790,  hit  eMlAoad  aitd  j^oatli  were 
employed  in  obtwAing  the  beit  education  that  fhe  juatif  ode- 
brated  schools  of  hii  natire  town  aforded.  tamtf  estlf  VSt 
he  opened  a  book  More,  for  the  edwrgtateut  tf  whfeb  be  aaev 
formed  an  extoinre  correspoMlecCe  in  Eanpe — tint  litHB'  tUUe 
elapsed  before,  at  the  call  of  hie  conntry,  fie  relkiqai^ed  tbia 
lucrative  and  increasinr  business.  Indebted  to  no  adrentitiou* 
aid,  his  character  was  rormed  by  himself :  the  native  and  vigor- 
ous principles  of  his  otvn  mind  made  him  what  he  was.  Dis- 
tinguisfaed  among  his  asEOciates,  from  the  tirst  davra  of  manbood, 
for  a  decided  precfilectiOn  to  martial  eierclses,  he  was  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  selected  by  the  young  men  of  Boston  as  one  of 
the  officers  of  a  company  of  grenadiers — a  company  so  distin- 

Biiehed  for  its  martial  appearance,  and  the  precision  of  its  evo- 
tions,  that  it  received  the  most  flattering  eaeomium  from  a 
British  officer  of  high  ^tinction. 

This  early  scene  of  his  militair  labors  serrad  bnt  as  a  schod 
for  that  distinguished  talent  which  afterward  ^<me  with  lustre, 
in  the  most  brilliant  campaigns  of  an  eight  years'  vFar  ;  through 
the  whole  of  which,  he  directed  the  artillery  With  consummate 
ildll  and  bravery. 

His  heart  was  deeply  engaged  in  the  cause  of  freedom  ;  he 
felt  it  to  be  a  righteous  cause,  and  to  its  accomplishment  yield- 
ed every  other  consideralioD.  When  Britain  declared  hostilities, 
he  hesitated  not  a  moment  what  course  he  should  pursue.  No 
sordid  calculatim  of  interest  retarded  his  decision.  The  quiet 
of  domestic  life,  the  fair  prospect  of  increaaine  wealth,  and  even 
the  endearing  claims  of  family  and  friends,  though  urged  with 


KNOX.  459 

the  most  pereu&sire  eloqneoce,  bad  do  power  to  divert  Uie  de- 
termined purpose  of  his  mind. 

lu  the  early  stagea  of  Briti^  hofitility,  thotigh  Dot  in  com- 
missioD,  he  was  not  an  inactive  apectator.  At  the  battle  of 
Bmtker  hill,  aea  volunteer  he  was  constantly  exposed  to  danger, 
in  reconnoitring  the  movements  of  the  enemy ,  and  his  wdeot 
mind  was  engaged  with  others  in  preparing  those  measures  that 
were  ultimately  to  dislodge  the  British  troops,  from  their 
boasted  possession  of  the  capital  of  New  England. 

Scarcely  had  we  begun  to  feel  the  aggressions  of  the  Sritiefa 
arms,  before  it  was  perceived,  that  without  artillery,  of  which 
we  were  then  destitute,  the  most  important  objects  of  the  war 
Gould  not  be  accompli^ed.  No  resource  presented  itself,  but 
the  desperate  expedient  of  procuring  it  from  the  Canadian  fron- 
tier. To  attempt  tiaa,  in  the  agitated  state  of  the  conntry, 
through  a  wide  extent  of  wilderness,  was  an  enterprize  so  re- 
plete with  toil  and  danger,  that  it  was  hardly  expected  any  one 
would  be  found  hardy  enovgh  to  encounter  its  perils.  Knox 
however  saw  the  importance  of  the  object — be  saw  his  country 
bleeding  at  evet;  pore,  without  the  power  of  repelling  her  in- 
vaders---he  saw  the  flourishing  Capital  of  the  North  m  the 
postesgioo  of  an  exulting  enemy,  that  we  were  destitute  of  the 
means  essential  to  their  annoyance,  and  formed  the  daring  and 
generous  resolution  of  supplying  the  army  with  ordinance  how- 
ever formidable  the  obstacles  that  might  oppose  him.  Young, 
robust  and  vigorous,  supp»ted  by  an  undaunted  spirit,  and  a  mind 
ever  froitfol  in  resources,  he  commenced  his  mighty  nndertak- 
ii^,  almoBt  unattended,  in  the  winter  of  1776,  relying  solely  for 
tm  execution  of  bis  object,  on  tucb  aid  as  be  might  procare, 
from  the  thinly  scattered  inhabitants  of  the  dreary  region, 
through  which  he  had  to  pass.  Every  obstacle  of  seasoo,  roads 
and  climate  were  surmounted  by  determined  perseverance  ; — 
and  a  few  weeks,  scarcely  sufficirat  for  a  journey  so  remote, 
saw  him  return  laden  with  ordinance  and  the  stores  of  war — 
dravm,  in  defiance  of  every  obstacle,  over  the  frozen  laltea  and 
mountains  of  the  north.  Most  acceptable  was  this  offering  to 
oar  defenceless  troops,  and  most  welcome  to  the  Commander 
inCluef,  who  well  Imew  how  to  appreciate  a  service  so  import- 
ant. This  expedition  stamped  the  character  of  him  who  per- 
formed it  for  deeds  of  enterprize  and  daring — He  received  the 
most  fiatlering  testimony  of  approbation  from  the  Commander 
in  Chief  and  from  Cn^freas,  and  was,  in  consequence  of  this  im- 
portant service,  ^ipoinled  to  the  command  of  the  artillery  of 
which  be  had  thus  laid  tbe  foundation, — in  frtuch  command  be 
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continued  with  increasing  reputatim  through  the  Berolatiflnaiy 

War. 
Among  the  iotfidents  that  occurred  durii^  the  expedition  to 

Canada,  was  hi«  accidental  meeting  with  the  unfortunate  Andre, 
whose  subsequent  fate  was  so  deeply  deplored  by  erery  man  of 
feeling  in  both  nations.  His  deportment  as  a  soldier  and  gentle- 
man BO  far  interested  General  Knox  in  his  favor,  that  lie  often 
afterwards  expressed  the  most  sincere  regret,  that  be  was  call- 
ed by  duty,  to  act  on  the  tribunal  that  pronounced  his  condem- 
nation. 

Durine  the  continuance  of  the  war,  the  corps  of  artillery  was 
principally  employed  with  the  main  body  of  toe  army,  and  near 
the  person  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  was  reli^  on  as  an 
essential  auxiliary  in  the  most  important  battles. 

There  was  perhaps  no  period  of  the  war,  when  the  American 
cause  assumed  an  aspect  so  precarious  as  in  the  autumn  of  1777. 
Philadelphia,  then  the  centre  and  capital  of  our  country — pre- 
eminent for  its  wealth,  its  population  and  .its  trade — a  place 
most  distinguished  for  the  progress  of  the  arts,  was  destined  to 
fall  within  the  grasp  of  ourhau^ty  foe.  In  the  campaign  that 
preceded  its  occupation  by  the  British,  General  Knox  was  a 
conspicuous  actor,  eager  for  the  contest,  yet  compelled  with  his 
brave  companions  to  lament  thai  the  equipments  of  our  anoy 
were  ujicqual  to  the  heroic  spirits  of  its  soldiers.  Trenton  and 
l*rinc!eton  witnessed  his  enterprize  and  valor.  At  that  critical 
period  of  our  affairs,  when  hope  had  almost  yielded  to  despair, 
and  the  great  soul  of  Washington  trembled  for  his  country's 
freedom,  Knox  was  one  of  those  that  strengthened  his  hand,  and 
encouraged  his  heart.  At  that  awful  moment,  when  the  tempest 
raged  with  its  greatest  fury,  he  with  Greene  and  other  heroes, 
stood  as  Pillars  of  the  Temple  of  Liberty,  till  the  fury  of  the 
storm  was  past. 

The  letters  of  General  Knox,  still  extant,  written  in  the 
darkest  periods  of  the  revolution,  breathe  a  spirit  of  devoled- 
ness  to  the  cause  in  which  he  had  embarked,  and  a  firm  reli- 
ance on  the  favor  of  Divine  Providence  ;  from  a  perusal  of  these 
letters  it  is  evident,  that  he  never  yielded  to  despondency,  but  in 
the  most  critical  moments  of  the  war,  confidently  anticipated 
its  triumphant  issue. 

In  the  bloody  fields  of  Germantoivii  and  Monmouth,  without 
derogating  from  the  merits  of  others,  it  may  be  said,  that  during 
the  whole  of  these  hard  fought  battles,  no  officer  was  more  dis- 
tinguished for  the  discharge  of  the  arduous  duties  of  his  com- 
mand ; — in  the  front  of  the  battle  he  was  seen  animating  his  sol- 
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diers  and  pointing  the  thunder  of  their  cannon.  His  skill  and 
bravery  were  so  conspicuous  «j  the  latter  occasion,  that  he  re- 
ceived the  particular  approbation  of  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
in  general  orders  Issued  by  him  the  day  succeeding  that  of  the 
battle,  in  which  he  says,  Uiat  "the  enemy  have  done  them  the 
justice  to  acknowledge  that  do  artillery  could  be  better  served 
than  ours."  But  his  great  exertions  on  that  occasion,  together 
with  the  extreme  heat  of  the  day,  produced  the  most  alarming 
consequences  to  his  health.  To  these  more  important  scenes, 
his  services  were  not  confined  ;  with  a  zeal  devoted  to  our  cause, 
he  was  ever  at  the  post  of  danger — and  the  immwtal  hero,  who 
stands  Grst  on  the  list  of  heroes  and  of  men,  has  often  expressed 
his  sense  of  their  services.  In  every  field  of  battle,  where 
Waiihington  fought,  Knox  was  by  his  side.  The  confidence  of 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  inspired  by  early  services,  was  thus 
matured  by  succeeding  events.  There  can  be  no  higher  testi- 
mony to  his  merits,  than  that  during  a  war  of  so  long  continu- 
ance, past  almost  constantly  in  the  presence  of  Washington, 
he  uniformly  retained  his  confidence  and  esteem,  which  at 
their  separatioD  had  ripened  into  friendship  and  affection. 
The  parting  interview  between  General  Knox  and  bis  illus- 
trious and  beloved  Chief,  after  the  evacuation  of  New  York 
by  the  British,  and  Knox  had  taken  possession  of  itjtt  the 
head  of  a  detachment  of  our  army,  was  inexpreei^flJK'ect- 
ing.  The  hour  of  their  separation  having  arrived, ^^wing- 
ton,  incapable  of  utterance,  grasped  his  hand  and  embrac- 
ed him  in  silence,  and  in  tears.  His  letters  to  the  last  mo- 
ment of  his  life,  contain  the  most  flattering  expressions  of 
his  unabated,  friendship.  Honorable  to  himself  as  had  been 
the  career  of  his  revolutionary  services,  new  laurels  were 
reserved  for  him  at  the  siege  of  Yorktow n. — To  the  success- 
ful result  of  this  memorable  siege,  the  last  brilliant  act  of  our 
revolutionary  contest,  no  officer  contributed  more  essentially 
than  the  commander  of  the  artillery.  His  animated  exertions, 
his  military  skill,  his  cool  and  determined  bravery  in  this 
triumphant  struggle,  received  the  unanimous  approbation  of 
his  brethren  in  arms,  and  he  was  immediately  created 
Major  General  by  Congress,  at  the  recommendation  of  the 
Commander  in  Chiflf,  with  the  concurrence  of  t^e  whole 
army.  '  *■■  .  .-v. 

The  capture  of  Lord  Cornwallis  dlbsed  the  ec^tej^  and 
with  it  his  military  life.  Having  cfntributed  so  e'aJ^ially 
to  the  successful  terminati<Hi  of  th^  war,  he  was  selected  as 
one  of  the  commissioners  to  adjust  the  terms  of  peace,  which 


MTTlee  E»  pufonied  m  mMgamatigo  if«th  fcii^<N>ttiMgl(ai, 
■nok  to  tha  wtitracti»  ^  bia  eoiiunr.  H«  wm  itptitmi  U 
reoeire  tbe  •wrMMler  of  tlw  city  of  New  T«rk,  ud  MO*  aftAr 
•pp«hiteJ  to  tt»  nnaiiwi^  of  Wwt  foirt.  AWMberattot 
M  was  eajdofw)  in  ^  deKoito  ond  mAwwh  dity  o#  diabmt 
hg  the  uny,  ud  iadneiig  ■  taUktrjt  diywod  to  lorbrioaee 
bf  thair  printiOH  nd  nrferiigf,  lo  retire  1»  iamoMe  Kfe 
nd  rewae  the  peieef>l  ehtncter  of  eiUimo. 

It  N  «  foel  Blott  koB(M«ble  to  hii  ehtracster,  that  bj-  bk 
eoonteMDee  ad  rapport,  be  rraderad  tin  aoft-  ewenCm  eid 
to  WaiUngtol,  im  trnpontnag  that  iinrit  tf  wirpeCiM  whM 
hid  been  indartrioaHf  foaented  vr  t  few  Hmaeipled  ad 


s^fIde  men,  wboie  urn  wu  the  nbjintioii  ol 
'  I  K  iwitny  goTonment.    No  bove  or  pditiral  eitrvatieb' — 
D  flattering  uniraneei  of  aggnndizeneat  eeM  teaipt  bioi 


tobaiM  hiagreatoeH  on  tbemiBofhk  oontry. 

Tbe  great  lAjoet  of  tbe  war  ben^  aeoonpliriied,  aad 
peace  restored  to  oer  eonatrf,  Gamnl  Knex  m*  eiriy *  ^ 
der  the  eonfedemtion,  ippoiated  Secretary  of  War  bvCoi- 
gress,  in  which  office  be  was  confirmed  tiy  Prerideet  Wash- 
ingtoo,  after  the  estahli>bmei>t  of  tbe  Fedteal  Government. 
The  duties  of  this  office  were  nltimatelj  increased,  by  hav- 
ing  those  of  the  nary  attached  to  them — to  the  establisb- 
mem  of  wbich  hia  counsel  and  exertions  eminently  contribut- 
ed. Tie  differed  in  opbios  from  some  other  menberB  of  the 
cabinet  on  this  most  bteresting  subject. — One  of  the  great- 
est men  whom  our  country  has  produced,"  has  uniformly  de- 
clared, that  be  considered  America  much  indebted  to  his 
efforts,  for  the  creation  of  a  power  which  has  already  m  e»- 
sentially  advanced  her  respectability  and  fame. 

Having  filled  the  office  of  the  War  Department  for  eleven 
years,  he  (Stained  the  reluctant  consent  of  President  Waab- 
ington  to  retire,  that  he  might  give  his  attention  to  tbe  claima 
of  a  numerous  and  increasing  family.  This  retirement  ma 
in  concurrence  with  the  wishes  of  Mrs.  Knox,  wbo  had  ac- 
companied him  throDgb  the  trying  vicissitudes  of  war,  shared 
with  him  its  toils  and  perils,  and  who  was  now  desirous  of 
enjoying  the  less  busy  scenes  of  domestic  life.  A  portion  of 
the  large  estates  of  her  ancestor,  General  Waldo,  had  de- 
■cended  to  her,  which  he  by  subsequent  purchase  increased 
till  it  comprized  the  whole  Waldo  Patent,  an  extent  (^thirty 
miles  square,  and  embracing  a  considerable  part  of  that  aec- 
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tion  of  Maine,  wbich  dow  constitutes  the  counties  of  Lincoln, 
Hancock  and  Penobscot.  To  these  estates  he  retired  from 
all  concern  in  public  life,  honored  as  a  soldier  and  beloved  ai 
a  man,  devoting  much  of  bis  tine  to  their  settlement  and  im- 
proTement.  He  was  induced  repeatedly  to  take  'a  share  in 
tbe  government  of  tbe  state,  both  in  the  house  of  representa* 
tives  and  in  the  council — in  the  discharge  of  whose  several 
duties,  he  empl<^ed  his  wisdom  and  experience  with  the 
greatest  assiduity.  At  that  time  Maine  and  Massachusett* 
composed  one  great  and  powerful  state.  His  enlarged  and 
liberal  policy  as  a  legislator,  was  manifested  on  every  ques- 
tion on  which  he  acted,  and  in  every  debate  in  which  he  took 
a  part.  While  at  the  conocil  board  of  Masseachusetts,  m  all 
pnblic  political  questions,  his  opinions  had  great  weight  with 
Governor  Strong,  at  that  period  the  worthy  chief  magistrate 
of  the  Commonwealth.  Tboogfa  independent  and  firm  in  his 
political  sentiments,  like  Stronghe  was  disposed  to  conciliate 
those  ffho  differed  from  him  in  opuiion,  and  was  .wholly  free 
from  the  spirit  of  intolerance. 

la  1 798,  when  tbe  French  msalts  and  injuries  towards  this 
country  called  for  resistance,  be  was  one  of  those  selected 
to  command  our  armies,  and  to  protect  our  liberty  and  honor, 
from  the  expected  hostilities  of  tbe  French  Directory :  hap- 
pily for  our  country  their  services  were  not  required. 

Retired  from  the  theatre  of  active  life,  be  still  felt  a 
deep  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  his  country.  To  that  por- 
tion of  it,  which  be  had  chosen  for  his  residence,  his  eser- 
ti(His  were  more  immediately  directed.  His  views,  like  his 
soni,  were  bold  and  magnificent ;  bh  ardent  mind  could  not 
want  the  ordinary  course  of  time  and  events  ;  it  outstripped 
the  progress  of  natural  improvement.  Had  be  possessed  a 
cold  calculating  mind,  he  might  have  left  behmd  him  the 
most  ample  wealth  ;  but  be  would  not  have  been  more  high- 
ly valued  by  his  country,  or  more  beloved  by  his  friends. — 
He  died  at  Montpelier,  his  seat  in  Thomaston,  Sdtfa  of  Octo- 
ber, 1806,  from  sudden  internal  inflammation,  at  the  age  of 
56,  from  the  full  vigor  of  health. 

The  great  qualities  of  Oeneral  Knox,  were  not  merely 
those  of  the  hero  and  the  statesman  ;  with  these  were  com- 
bined those  of  the  elegant  scholar,  and  the  accomplished 
gentleman.  There  have  been  those  as  brave  and  m  learned, 
but  rarely  a  anion  of  such  valor,  with  so  much  urbanity — a 
mind  so  great,  yet  so  free  from  ostentatico. 
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In  Bketching  the  life  of  such  a  man,  it  is  not  the  least  iii' 
teresting  part,  to  recal  his  pi-irate  rirtaes.  Long  will  be 
be  remembered  as  the  ornament  of  every  circle  ia  which  he 
moved,  as  the  amiable  and  enlightened  companion,  the  gener- 
ous friend,  the  man  of  feeling  and  benevolence  ; — his  conver- 
satioD  was  animated  and  cheerful,  and  he  imparted  an  inter- 
est to  every  subject  that  he  touched.  In  hie  gayest  moments 
he  never  lost  sight  of  dignity  ; — he  invited  cooGdence,  but 
repelled  familiarity.  His  imagination  was  brilliant,  his  con- 
ceptions lofty  ;  and  no  man  ever  posiesHed  the  power  of  em- 
bodying his  thoughts  in  more  vigorous  iangu^e  ;  when  ardent- 
ly engaged,  they  were  peculiarly  bold  and  original,  and  you 
iri-esistably  felt  in  his  society,  that  his  intellect  was  not  of 
the  ordinary  class.  Yet  no  man  was  more  unassuming,  none 
more  delicately  alive  to  the  .feelings  of  others.  He  had 
the  peculiar  talent  of  rendering  all  who  were  with  him, 
happy  in  themselves  ;  and  no  one  ever  more  feelingly  enjoy- 
ed the  happiness  of  those  around  him.  Philanthropy  filled 
his  heart ;  in  his  benevolence  there  was  no  reserve—it  was 
as  dilTusive  as  the  globe,  and  extensive  as  the  family  of  man. 
His  feelings  were  strong  and  cx(]U)aitely  tender.  In  the  do- 
mestic circle  they  shone  with  peculiar  lustre— here,  the  hus- 
band; the  father  and  the  friend,  beamed  in  every  smile— and 
if  at  any  time  a  cloud  overshadaiveil  bis  own  spirit,  be  strove 
to  prevent  its  influence  from  extending  to  those  that  were 
dear  to  him.  He  was  frank,  generous  and  sincere  ;  and  in 
his  intercourse  with  the  world,  uniformly  just.  His  house 
was  the  seat  of  elegant  hospitality,  and  his  estimate  of 
wealth,  was  its  power  of  diifusing  happiness.  To  the  testi- 
mony of  private  friendship,  may  be  added  that  of  less  partial 
strangers,  who  have  borne  witness,  both  ,to  his  public  and  pri- 
vate virtues-  Lord  Moira,  who  is  now  perhaps  the  greatest 
general  that  England  can  boast  of,  has  in  a  late  publication 
spoken  in  high  terms  of  his  military  talents.  Nor  should  the 
opinion  of  the  Marquis  Cbaltelleux  be  omitted.  "  As  for  Gen- 
eral Knos,"  he  says,  "  to  praise  him  for  his  military  talents 
alone,  would  be  to  deprive  him  of  half  the  eulogium  he 
merits  ;  a  man  of  understanding,  well  informed,  gay,  sincere 
and  honest — it  is  impossible  to  know  without  esteeming 
him,  or  to  see  without  loving  him, — thus  have  the  Englisli 
without  intention,  added  to  the  ornaments  of  the  hnman 
species,  by  awakening  talents  where  they  least  wished  oi 
('\ppctcil-"  Judge  Marshall,  also,  in  his  Life  of  Washington. 
Ilius  s'loaks  of  him,  "  Throughout  the  contest  of  the  revolu- 
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tion,  this  officer  had  continued  at  (he  head  of  the  American 
artillery,  and  from  being  colonel  of  a  regiment,  has  been  pro* 
moted  to  the  rank  of  major  general.  In  this  important  sta- 
tion he  had  preserved  a  high  military  character,  and  on  the 
resignati(Hi  of  General  Lincoln,  had  been  appointed  secretary 
of  war.  To  hia  great  servicer,  and  to  unquestionable  integ- 
rity, be  was  admitted  to  unite  a  sound  understanding  ;  and 
the  public  judgment  as  well  as  that  of  the  chief  magistrate, 
pr(mounced  him  in  all  respects  competent  to  the  station  he 
filled.  The  president  wag  highly  gratified  in  believing  that 
bis  public  duty  comported  with  his  private  inclination,  in 
nominating  General  Knox  to  the  office  which  had  been  con- 
ferred on  him  under  the  former  government."  As  a  proof  of 
their  estimation  of  bis  literary  attainments,  the  president  and 
trustees  of  Dartmouth  College  conferred  on  him  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Laws. 

Perhaps  in  no  instance  of  his  life,  was  his  warmth  of  heart 
and  strength  of  attachment,  more  fully  exemplified,  than  at 
the  closing  interview  of  tbe  principal  leaders  of  the  war, 
wh«n  they  were  about  to  take  a  final  leave  of  each  other, 
never,  prt^ably,  to  meet  again.  It  was  most  natural  that 
the  recollection  of  past  scenes  should  awaken  the  liveliest 
emotions — the  bosom  of  the  soldier  is  the  residence  of  honor 
and  of  feeling,  and  no  man  cherished  them  more  fondly  than 
Knox.  He  proposed  to  his  brethren  in  arms,  that  some 
course  should  be  adopted  to  keep  alive  the  generous  attach- 
ment, which  was  the  fruit  of  their  long  intercourse  and 
mutual  toils  and  dangers  ;  the  proposal  accorded  with  the 
feelings  of  the  principal  officers  of  the  army,  who  united  in 
forming  tbe  Cincmnati,  a  society  whose  object  was  to  cement 
and  perpetuate  the  friendship  of  its  founders,  and  transmit  tbe 
same  sentiment  to  their  descendants.  Pure  as  are  believed 
to  have  been  the  motives  of  those  who  associated  in  forming 
this  society,  there  were  not  wanting  some,  who,  from  igno- 
rance or  illiberality,  professed  to  doubt  the  purity  of  its 
character  and  the  correctness  of  its  objects.  But  it  is  a 
fact  derived  from  the  highest  authority,*  that  it  had  from  its 
commencement,  the  unqualified  approbation  of  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  expressed  in  the  most  decided  language. 
Such  sanction  as  that  of  Washington,  could  not  fail  to  do 
away  every  suspicion  of  its  unfairness,  and  to  establish  the 
rectitude  of  its  motives  and  principles. 


'  Genanl  Knox  wu  a  fi^portisr  of  cjuvtian  iotUtatiow, 
snd  oontributed  much,  bj  hu  liberylit;  lul  hf -eampl^  io 
promoto  the  preiching  of  the  gwpel.  H  ajwi^  appMfW  to 
afford  him  the  higbett  pleunra  to  bear  imtimm  to  the  sir 
[prauednu  firm  W 


cellence  of  obrutiuitj,  and  he  often  ezpraued 
lief  that  its  exalted  prii 
heart,  and  to  pariff  the 


lief  that  its  exalted  priociplei  were  intended  to  correct  the 
heart,  and  to  pariff  the  life  ;  to  valce  nas  wiiat  he  an^  to 
be  io  thii  world,  iad  to  prepare  him  for  the  more  eleTated 


eigoymeut*  of  the  future.    He  awMt  firmlj  believed  ia  dw 
t   immortality,  and  the  immateriality  of  the  ml. 

From  hia  reflectiow  oa  religion,  eomuittad  by  him  to  p^ 
per,  it  ia  evidant  that  bia  thoaghta  were  often  end  jntciwe^y 
employed  on  the  all  important  cooeema  of  ft  fstore  state  if 
BxitteDCe;'tbat  he  firmly  believed  in  ap  oremlu^  Pnnri* 
dence,  and  that  he  wai  created  and  iHitained  by  iti  power 
and  goodneu.  He  considered  the  order,  barmpiiy  and  bea«- 
tar  of  ereation,  as  aibrding  the  most  connndni  proof  of  wis- 
dam  and  design.  He  thoii|^t  tiie  oniveroaraiatribKtua  of 
blessings  amou  maakiod,  fnnushed  conchwre  erideBCA  of 
the  goodness  (^tbe  Being  from  vAose  bomtj  they  Sow.  Bnt 
it  was  a  subject  on  which  be  reasoned  for  himself,  unfetler- 
ed  bjr  the  arrt^nt  di^mas  of  the  churcbnten,  or  the  meta- 
physical subtleties  of  the  schools.  He  expressed  exalted 
fleasure  in  the  full  coaviclioa,  that  the  arm  of  Almighty 
ower  was  extended  for  the  protection  of  the  whole  family 
of  man,  without  respect  to  Jew  or  Gentile.  The  exclusive 
pretensions  of  the  various  sects  and  denominations  in  the 
church,  he  considered  the  froits  of  human  invention,  and  al- 
together unworthy  the  wisdom  of  the  Almighty  Mind. 

Elevated  by  the  aspirations  of  bis  own  exalted  mind,  be  be- 
lieved our  residence  on  this  glob'e,  which  he  considered  but  an 
atom  in  creation,  as  only  the  commencement  of  a  progressive 
state  of  existence,  still  rising  towards  perfection  ironi  sphere 
to  sphere,  till  by  successive  gradations  of  intellectjial  and 
moral  improvement,  we  are  prepared  for  the  presence  and 
enjoyment  of  the  All  Perfect  Beii^  who  created  us. 


MMOR  GENERAL  BEJ^EDWT  ARXOLD. 

This  extraordinary  man  is  already  recorded  in  oar  revolu- 
tionary histoiy,  in  the  character  of  a  valiant  and  intrepid  offi- 
cer, and  io  the  next  page  as  a  sordid  and  infamous  traitor  to 
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his  couDtry.  He  was  a  native  o(  Coonecticut,  where  he 
was  known  as  a  half  bred  apothecary,  a  retailer,  a  akipper, 
and  a  jockey.  Under  pretence  of  bankruptcy,  he  committed 
perjury  with  the  view  of  defrauding  his  creditors.  But  his 
mind  was  formed  for  hold  aud  desperate  enterprise,  and  he 
was  chosen  captain  of  a  militia  company  of  volunteers,  and 
on  hearing  of  the  battle  at  Lexingttm,  he  marched  with  his 
company  and  arrived  at  head  quarters,  at  Cambridge,  about 
the  last  of  April,  1775,  where  he  was  promoted  to  a  Colonel.  / 
He  immediately  repaired  to  the  vicinity  of  Lake  Champlain, 
and  united  with  Colmel  Allen  and  bis  party,  who  were  pre- 
paring to  execute  their  plan  for  taking  possession  of  the  Bri- 
tish garrison  at  Ticonderoga.  This  enterprise  was  crowned 
with  success,  without  bloodshed,  and  an  immense  quantity 
of  valuable  ordnance  and  munitions  of  war  was  taken,  for  the 
use  of  our  army.  After  which,  he  proceeded  down  the  lake 
to  St.  John's  in  a  small  schooner,  and  seized  by  surprise  an 
armed  sloop  of  superior  force,  which  he  brought  off  with  se- 
veral prisoners.  In  September  fcdlowing.  Colonel  Arnold 
was  invested  with  the  command  of  eleven  hundred  men,  des- 
tined on  a  very  eztraordinary  and  arduous  expedition,  no  less 
than  penetrating  through  the  unexplored  wilderness  to  Quebec, 
by  the  route  of  Kennebec  river.  Coionel  Burr,  late  Vice  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  was  with  this  party.  The  expedi- 
tion was  attended  by  the  most  distressing  circumstances  which 
can  be  imagined,  during  which  Arnold  cwiducted  with  unexam- 
pled resolution,  and  the  soldiers  exercised  the  greatest  fortitude 
aad  patience,  and  accomplished  an  undertakmg  almost  incredi- 
ble. The  men  were  obliged  to  drag  their  batteaux  over  falls, 
up  r«fiid  streams,  over  carrying  places,  and  to  march  through 
morasses,  thick  woods,  and  over  mountains,  for  about  three 
hundred  and  twenty  miles.  A  part  of  the  detachment,  ctHisist- 
ing  of  about  three  hundred  men,  under  Colonel  Enos,  returned 
to  Cambridge  to  avoid  absolute  starvation  m  the  wilderness. 
Some  of  those  who  persevered  were  compelled  to  feed  on  dogs, 
which  they  devoured  without  sparing  legs  or  skb,  and  also  their  ' 
cartridge  boxes,  leather  breeches  and  shoes.  Colonel  Arnold 
appears  to  have  defeated  his  own  object  by  an  imprudent  act. 
He  entrusted  to  a  transient  Indian  a  letter  to  a  friend  in  Que- 
bec ;  the  Indian  betrayed  his  trust,  and  delivered  the  letter  to 
the  British  commandant,  who  immediately  adopted  measures 
for  defence,  and  to  oppose  their  march.  In  December,  1775, 
Colonel  Arnold  havmg  reached  the  vicinity  of  Quebec,  was  se- 
cwd  in  command  uiuer  General  Montgomery,  and  led  a  party 
59 
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in  tbe  boldest  and  moat  spirited  manner  to  the  attadc  of  tlie  citj 
of  Quebec,  bj  escalade,  where  he  received  a  wound  by  a  mus- 
ket ball  in  his  leg,  and  the  brave  Montgomery  was  slain.  In 
January,  1776,  Arnold  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  brigadier, 
and  bad  the  command  of  tbe  miserable  remams  of  our  army, 
and  retreated  to  Crown  Point.  He  took  from  merchants,  at 
Montreal,  goods  to  a  very  considerable  amount,  under  circum- 
stances which  implicated  his  honour  and  character.  He  order- 
ed Colonel  Hazen  to  take  charge  of  the  goods,  but  conceiving 
that  they  were  taken  unjustly  from  the  proprietors,  he  refused 
to  comply.  On  the  retreat  of  the  army,  part  of  the  goods  were 
pillaged,  in  consequence  of  which,  Colonel  Hazen  was  subject- 
ed to  a  trial,  but  was  honorably  acquitted.  This  affair  excited 
much  indignation  among  several  respectable  officers,  wbo  hav* 
ing  received  abusive  treatment  from  Arnold,  demanded  of  Ge- 
neral Gates,  wbo  now  commanded  in  chief,  that  he  should  be 
arrested  and  brought  to  trial  ;  but  Gates  viewing  him  as  a  brave 
and  valuable  officer,  was  determined  that  he  should  command 
our  fleet  on  lake  Champlain,  and  therefore  waived  all  com- 
plaints exhibited  against  him.  After  Arnold  was  uvested  with 
the  command  of  our  fleet.  Sir  Guy  Carlton  proceeded  up  lake 
Champlain  with  a  superior  force,  and  a  furious  conte^^t  ensued. 
No  man  could  have  conducted  with  more  intrepid  bravery  than 
did  General  Arnold.  By  his  valorous  conduct  he  acquired  the 
highest  applause  ;  but  being  overpowered,  he  was  obliged  to  re- 
treat with  the  Congress  galley,  which  he  commanded,  and  four 
gondolas  which  be  ran  on  shore  and  blew  up,  in  despite  of  every 
eflbrt  of  the  enemy  to  prevent  it.  He  even  displayed  a  nice 
point  of  honor  in  keeping  his  flag  flying,  and  not  quitting  his  gal- 
ley till  she  was  in  flames,  that  the  enemy  should  not  board  and 
strike  the  American  flag.  In  April,  1777,  Gaieral  Tryon 
commanded  an  expedition  from  New  York,  consisting  of  about 
two  thousand  men,  to  destroy  a  deposit  of  stores  at  Danbury,  in 
Connecticut.  General  Arnold,  by  a  forced  march,  reached  the 
scene  of  action,  and  with  his  usual  impetuosity  engaged  tbe 
enemy,  and  when  within  a  few  yards  a  whole  platoon  was  level- 
ed at  him,  by  which  his  horse  was  killed  ;  a  soldier  was  ad- 
vancing to  thrust  his  bayonet  through  him,  when  with  great  pre- 
sence of  mind  he  took  his  pistols  from  his  bolsters  and  shot  him 
down.  Having  mounted  another  horse,  that  also  was  ^hot 
through  the  neck.  Congress  resolved,  that  a  horse  properly 
caparisoned  be  presented  to  General  Arnold,  as  a  tokoi  of  their 
approbation  of  his  gallant  conduct,  in  which  he  had  one  horse 
killed  and  another  wounded.      In  May  following,  he  was  ere- 
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ated  a  Major  G^ieral.  When  in  August,  1777,  Gceneral  St. 
Leger  inrested  Fort  Stanwix,  General  Arnold  marched  at  the 
head  of  a  detachment  (rom  Fort  Edward,  to  raise  the  siege, 
but  the  enemj  alarmed  at  his  approach,  abandoned  the  enter- 
prise before  his  arrival.  In  September  a  serious  diSerence 
took  place  betweeo  him  and  General  Gates,  who  commanded 
our  army  at  Saratoga.  A  conscious  BUperiority  on  one  side, 
and  an  arrogant  temper  on  the  other,  sufficed  to  render  the  cod- 
tention  almost  irrecoociiable.  The  consequence  was,  that  Ar- 
nold in  a  rage  requested  to  be  dischai^ed  from  under  the  com- 
mand of  Goieral  Gates,  and  the  latter  immediately  gave  him  a 
passport  to  repair  to  General  Washington's  head  quarters, 
though  a  battle  with  Burgojme  was  daily  expected.  He  post- 
poned his  departure,  however,  till  the  sanguinary  conSict  at 
Bemis's  heights  commenced,  October  7th,  when  he  betrayed 
great  agitation  and  wrath  ;  rushing  into  the  field  of  battle,  and 
acting  the  part  of  a  desperad<$,  he  exposed  himself  in  the  moat 
rash  and  mtemperate  manner.  In  the  heat  of  the  action,  when 
our  troops  were  gainine  advantage,  Creneral  Arnold  ordered 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Brooks,  at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  to  force 
the  German  lines,  which  was  instantly  obeyed,  and  they  boldly 
entered  at  the  sallyport  together,  where  Arnold  received  a 
wound  in  his  leg,  and  his  horse  was  killed  under  him.  He  had 
so  little  control  of  his  mind,  that  while  brandishing  his  sword  in 
animating  the  officers  and  soldiers,  he  struck  Captain  Pettingill 
and  Captain  Brown,  and  wounded  one  of  them  on  his  head, 
without  assigning  any  cause.  These  gentlemen,  the  nest  day, 
requested  Cpl/Hiel  Brooks  to  accompany  them  to  Arnold's  quar- 
ters, to  demand  an  explanation  ;  he  disavowed  all  recollection 
of  the  fact,  and  denied  that  he  had  struck  an  officer,  but  when 
convinced  of  it,  readily  offered  the  required  apology.  It  is  but 
justice  to  confess,  that  by  his  military  frenzy,  or  romantic  he- 
roism, Arnold  contributed  to  the  honor  and  success  of  the  day. 
General  Washii^on  had  a  high  sense  of  his  gallantry,  and  pre- 
sented him  a  pair  of  elegant  pistols.  After  the  evacuation  of 
Philadelphia  by  the  British  army,  General  Arnold  was  entrust- 
ed with  the  command  in  that  city.  Here  bis  display  of  cinmu- 
bial  gallantry,  as  in  the  field  his  martial  spirit,  was  crowned 
with  honor  and  success.  His  addresses  were  auspiciously  re- 
ceived, and  he  was  honored  with  the  hand  of  the  then  celebrat- 
ed Miss  Shippen,  one  of  the  most  elegant  and  accompiiEbed  la- 
dies in  the  city,  but  of  a  tory  family.  His  whole  soul  now  ap- 
peared to  be  engaged  m  the  promotion  of  his  own  interest  and 
A^;r«ndizement.      He  occupi^  the  house  of  Governor  Penn, 
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the  bert  in  the  citj,  and  thiB  be  furnished  ia  a  nch  and  splendid 
■tyle.  His  carriage  and  equipage  were  equally  «pleDdidj  and 
be  rioted  in  the  luxu^  and  pageantry  uf  a  nobleman.  "  Proud 
of  the  trappings  of  office,  and  ambitious  of  an  ostentatious  dis- 
play of  wealth  and  greatnew,  the  certain  mark  ofa  narrow  mind, 
be  bad  wasted  the  plunder  acquired  at  Montreal,  where  his 
conduct  had  been  remarkably  reprehensible,  and  bad  dissipated 
the  ricb  harvest  of  peculation  he  had  reaped  at  Philadelphia, 
where  his  rapacity  nad  no  bounds.  He  deliberately  seized 
every  thing  he  could  lay  his  hands  on  in  the  city,  to  which  hi 
could  affix  an  idea  that  it  had  been  the  property  of  the  disaf- 
fected party,  and  concerted  it  to  his  own  use."* 

Unmindful  of  bis  military  station,  he  engaged  in  various 
peculations  and  in  privateering,  in  both  of  which  he  was  un- 
fortunate. He  made  exorbitant  demands  oa  government,  io 
compensation  for  public  services,  and  made  bitter  complaints 
against  Congress,  pretending  that  he  suffered  injustice  from 
their  hands.  The  commiBsioners,  appointed  to  liquidate  his 
accounts,  rejected  a  large  proportion  of  his  demands  as  being 
unjust  and  unfounded,  and  for  which  he  deserved  severe  re- 
prehension. He  was  charged,  by  the  citizens  of  Philadel- 
phia, with  gross  acts  of  extortion,  and  of  peculating  on  the 
public  funds  ;  and  he  was  at  length  so  notorious  for  bis  follies 
and  vices,  and  so  audacious  in  his  reproaches  against  what  he 
termed  the  ingratitude  of  his  country,  that  the  general  voice 
demanded  an  investigation  of  his  conduct.  The  government 
of  Peniisylvaiiia,  as  well  as  many  respectable  citizens,  exhi- 
bited formal  charges  against  him,  and  Congress  directed  that 
he  should  be  arrested,  and  tried  by  a  court  martial.  He 
was  sentenced  to  be  reprimanded  by  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  which  being  approved  by  Congress,  was  carried  into 
execution  accordingly.  The  emoluments  of  his  ofHce,  with 
all  his  embezzlements,  proved  inadequate  to  his  exigencies, 
and  his  funds  being  exhausted,  he  was  unable  to  meet  the 
demands  of  his  creditors.  Thus  he  evinced  a  mind  destitute 
of  both  moral  principle  and. political  integrity.  Rebuffed 
and  mortified  in  his  vicious  pursuits,  he  hecime  soured  and 
disaffected  to  our  government  and  cause,  and  the  most  ma- 
levolent and  rancorous  spirit  agitated  his  unprincipled  bosom, 
restrained  by  a  want  of  opportunity  to  indulge  his  revenge. 
At  the  opening  of  the  campaign  in  June,  1780,  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  offered  him  the  command  of  the  left  wing 

*  Hvxotj  of  tb(  AiMricui  B«TolatioQ,  b;  Hri.  M.  Wvr«n. 
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of  our  armjr,  to  which  bis  rank  entitled  him,  but  this  he  de- 
dined  under  the  pretext  that  the  wound  which  he  received 
at  Saratoga,  rendered  him  incapable  of  active  service  in  the 
field.  He  solicited  the  statioh  of  commander  of  the  garrison 
at  West  Point,  and  in  tliis  reqaeit  he  was  indulged  by  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  who  still  had  confidence  in  him  as  a 
military  officer.  He  was  now  invested  with  a  aituatioa 
which  furnished  him  with  the  meditated  opportunity  of  exe- 
cuting his  treasonable  purpose,  and  avenging  himself  on  his 
country,  and  the  glorious  cause  of  freedom.  He  engaged  in 
a  secret  correspondence  with  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  actual- 
ly agreed  to  put  him  in  possession  of  the  important  garrison 
at  West  Point. 

The  British  general  appreciating  the  importance  of  the  ac- 
quisition, immediately  closed  with  him  for  the  stipulated  sum 
of  ten  thousand  pounds  sterling,  and  sent  Major  John  Andre, 
his  adjutant  general  and  aid  de  camp,  to  negotiate  the  ar- 
rangement for  the  surrender  of  the  post.  A  British  sloop  of 
war,  called  the  Vulture,  conveyed  .him  up  the  North  river 
within  twelve  miles  of  West  Point,  and  in  the  night  of  the 
31st  of  September,  1780,  hy  direction  of  General  Arnold, 
this  gentleman  was  brought  on  shore  under  the  fictitious 
name  of  John  Anderson.  Arnold  received  him  on  the  beach, 
and  conducted  him  to  the  house  of  Joshua,  Smith,  witbin  our 
lines,  and  the  night  was  spent  in  ripening  the  infamous  plot 
for  execution.  The  followiog  night  it  was  attempted  to  re- 
conduct him  on  board  the  Vulture,  but  the  boatmen  who  had 
been  seduced  to  bring  him  on  shore,  utterly  refused  to  pei^ 
form  the  service,  and  a  return  to  New  York  hy  land  was  the 
only  alternative-  Arnold  furnished  him  with  numerous  pa- 
pers containing  all  the  necessary  information  respectii^  the 
*  garrison,  and  a  passport,  naming  him  John  Anderson,  on  pub- 
lic business,  with  which  he  proceeded  on  his  Journey. 

Having  reached  Tarritown,  on  bis  route,  Andre  was  sud- 
denly arrested  by  three  militia  men,  who  finding  the  abo\'e 
mentioned  papers  concealed  in  his  boots,  immediately  deli- 
vered them  into  the  bands  of  Lieutenant  Coloiel  Jameson, 
the  commanding  officer  on  our  lines.  With  the  view  of  giv- 
ing Arnold  an  opportunity  to  escape,  Andre  bad  the  address 
to  induce  Colonel  Jameson  to  inform  him  by  letter  that  John 
Anderson  was  taken  on  bis  way  to  New  York.  On  this  being 
received  hy  express,  the  guilty  traitor,  struck  with  the  press- 
ing danger  of  his  situation,  instantly  informed  hi*  wife  that 
he  had  received  some  letters,  which  obliged  him  to  flee  his 
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eounti;  for  erer,  and  desired  her  to  retire  ud  remain  m  her 

chamber.  He  now  called  eameatly  for  b  hone,  and  monnt- 
ed  the  first  that  presented  ;  and  instead  of  the  usual  path, 
he  took  B  shorter  route,  riding  donn  a  Terr  steep  and  dao- 
geroui  precipice,  to  the  landing.  This  has  since  been  called 
"  Traitor's  Hill."  The  barge  being  m  readiness,  be  sprang 
into  it,  and  ordered  the  boatmen  to  proceed  down  the  river, 
and  he  was  soon  on  board  the  Vulture,  which  Andre  two 
nights  before  had  left,  and  which  immediately  sailed  with 
their  prize  for  New  York.  Arnold  was  apprized  that  Gene- 
ral Washington,  being  on  his  return  from  a  journey  to  Hart- 
ford, inteiiaed  to  visit  him  that  day,  and  he  was  momentarily 
expected ;  accordingly,  his  Excellency  arrived  soon  after 
Arnold  had  absconded,  and  not  finding  him  at  bis  quarters  he 
passed  over  the  river  to  West  Point,  to  view  the  works,  and 
with  the  expectation  of  finding  him  at  his  post ;  bat  being  dis- 
appointed, he  returned  to  Arnold's  quarters,  where  he  still 
found  that  no  one  could  account  for  his  absence.  But  in  a 
few  hours  despatches  arrived  from  Colonel  Jameson,  an> 
Dooncing  the  capture  of  Major  Andre,  and  this  was  acconipa- 
nied  by  his  own  letter  of  confession.  The  mysterious  affair 
was  now  developed.  Arnold's  treason  and  elopement  admit- 
ted at  once  of  explanation.  An  officer  was  immediately  sent 
to  our  fort  at  Verpianck's  Point,  with  orders  to  fire  at  Ar- 
nold's barge  ;  but  it  was  too  late,  she  had  already  reached 
the  Vulture.  In  about  an  hour  and  a  half  after  Arnold  had 
absconded,  Dr.  Eustis,  who  had  charge  of  the  hospital  in  the 
vicinity,  was  called  to  the  assistance  of  Mrs.  Arnold,  whose 
situation  was  alarming.  He  found  her  at  the  head  of  the 
staircase,  in  great  dishabille,  her  hair  disheveled,  knowing 
no  one,  and  frantic  in  the  arms  of  her  maid,  and  Arnold's  two 
aids,  struggling  to  liberate  herself  from  them.  She  was  car- 
ried back  to  her  chamber,  and  fell  into  convulsions,  which 
lasted  several  hours.  In  a  lucid  interval  she  inquired  of  the 
Doctor  if  General  Washington  was  in  the  house,  expressing  a 
wish  to  see  him.  Believing  that  she  intended  to  say  some- 
thing which  would  explain  the  secret  of  Arnold's  unaccouuta- 
ble  absence,  he  hastened  below,  gave  notice  of  her  request, 
and  conducted  the  general  to  her  chamber,  who  remained  no 
longer  than  to  hear  her  deny  that  he  was  General  Washing- 
ton, and  to  witness  the  return  of  her  distraction.  When  Ar- 
nold deserted  his  post,  a  corporal,  by  name  James  Lurvey, 
was  the  cockswain  of  his  barge.  At^er  their  arrival  on  board 
the  Vulture,  and  Arnold  had  held  an  interview  with  the   offi- 
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cers  in  tbe  cabin,  be  came  on  deck  and  said  to  bit  bargemen, 
"  MyladB,  I  bave  quitted  the  rebel  army,  and  joined  tbe  stand- 
ard  of  bis  Britannic  Majesty  ;  if  you  nilljoin  me,  I  will  make 
sergeants  and  corporals  of  you  all,  and  for  you,  James,  I  will 
do  sometbing  more."  Indignant  at  tbe  offer,  Lurvey  prompt- 
ly replied,  "  No,  Sir,  one  coat  is  enougb  for  me  to  wear  at  a 
time."  A  wortby  example  of  fidelity  in  tbe  corporal,  and  a 
cutting  sarcasm  on  tbe  guilty  traitor.  Two  only  of  the  crew 
remamed,  and  tbey  were  British  deserters.  The  brare  cor- 
poral, with  tbe  remainder  of  tbe  men,  returned,  not  however 
m  the  barge  ;  Arnold  bad  the  meanness  to  retain  that  for  hit 
own  use,  and  gave  them  a  miserable  boat  in  exchange. 

After  bis  arrival  oa  board  tbe  Vulture,  he  addressed  to 
General  Washington  tbe  following  letter  : — 

«  On  board  the  Vulture,  September  25th,  1780. 
"  Sir,— Tbe  heart  which  is  conscious  of  its  own  rectitude 
cannot  attempt  to  palliate  a  step  which  tbe  world  may  cen- 
sure as  wrong ;  I  bave  ever  acted  from  a  principle  of  love  to 
my  country,  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  unhappy 
ccmtest  between  Great  Britain  and  the  colonies  ;  tbe  same 

Eriociple  of  love  to  my  country  actuates  my  present  conduct, 
owever  it  may  appear  incoDsistent  to  the  world,  who  very 
seldom  judge  right  of  any  man's  actions. 

"  I  have  no  favor  to  ask  for  myself ;  I  have  too  often  expe- 
rienced the  ingratitude  of  my  country  to  attempt  it  -,  but  from 
the  known  humanity  of  your  Excellency,  I  am  induced  to  ask 
your  protection  for  Mrs.  Arnold,  from  every  insult  and  injury 
that  the  mistaken  vengeance  of  my  country  may  expose  her 
to.  It  ought  to  fall  only  on  me  ;  she  is  as  innocent  and  as 
good  as  an  angel,  and  is  incapable  of  doing  wrong.  I  beg  she 
may  be  permitted  to  return  to  her  friends  in  Philadelphia,  or 
to  come  to  me,  as  she  may  choose  ;  from  your  Excellency  I 
have  no  fears  on  her  account,  but  she  may  suffer  from  the 
mistaken  fury  of  tbe  country. 

"I  bave  to  request  that  tbe  enclosed  letter  may  be  de- 
livered to  Mrs.  Arnold,  and  she  permitted  to  write  to  me. 

"I  bare  also  to  ask  that  my  clothes  and  baggage,  which 
are  of  little  consequence,  may  be  sent  to  me, — if  required, 
their  value  shall  be  paid  in  money.  I  hare  the  hcnor  to  be, 
with  great  regard  and  esteem, 

"  Your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

"  B.  ARNOLD. 

"  HU  ExceUencjt^  General  Waihmgtm." 
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"  N.  B.  In  justice  to  the  zeotlemeD  of  mr  famiij.  Colonel 
Varrick  and  Major  Frank,  1  think  myielf  In  honor  bound  to 
declare,  that  they,  a>  well  a>  Joshua  Smith,  Eiqnire,  who  I 
knoiT  11  suspected,  are  totally  ignorant  of  any  transactiom  of 
mrae  that  they  had  reason  to  believe  were  iajarious  to  the 
{lublic." 

Mrs.  Arnold  was  permitted  to  eo  unmolested  to  her  hai- 
baod  at  New  York,  and  to  takener  chariot  with  her.  Ar- 
nold  had  the  audacity  to  remcmstrate  to  Qenera)  Washington 
against  the  execution  of  Major  Andre,  and  to  attempt  to  in- 
timidate him  by  threats  of  retaliation,  should  the  unfortunate 
prisoner  suffer  ;  but  his  Excellency  treated  both  tbe  traitor 
and  his  affrontive  letters  with  Boverei|n  contempt.  He  next 
pnblished  an  address  to  tbe  people  of  the  United  States,  in 
which  he  pretended  to  ascribe  his  defection  from  the  Ameri- 
can cause  to  principle,  of  which  it  is  well  knomi  that  he  ever 
has  been  destitute-  He  attempts  to  vindicate  his  conduct 
by  the  ridiculous  pretence  that  be  was  actuated  by  motives 
favorable  to  tbe  interests  of  his  country,  by  bringing  the  war 
to  a  speedy  termination,  as  though  the  destiny  of  America 
was  doomed  to  be  at  his  disposal,  and  that  he  was  authorized 
to  decide  the  fate  of  millions.  In  his  artful  address  he  la- 
bored to  palliate  his  own  guilt,  and  to  infiuence  others  to  fol- 
low his  vile  example.  He  execrated  with  peculiar  bitter- 
ness our  alliance  with  Fraoce,  and  accused  Congress  of  ty- 
ranny and  usurpalioa,  and  a  total  disregard  of  the  interest  and 
welfare  of  tbe  people.  Not  satisfied  with  this  insidious  ap- 
peal to  the  people,  he  addressed  by  proclamation  "  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  the  continental  army  who  had  the  real 
interest  of  their  country  at  heart,  and  who  were  determined 
to  be  no  longer  the  tools  and  dupes  of  Congress  or  of  France.'' 
As  inducement  to  the  American  officers  and  soldiers  to  de- 
sert the  cause  which  ihey  had  embraced,  he  represented 
that  tbe  corps  of  cavalry  and  infantry  which  he  was  author- 
ized to  raise,  would  be  on  the  same  footing  with  the  other 
troops  in  the  British  service  ;  that  he  would  with  pleasure 
advance  those  whose  valor  he  had  witnessed,  and  that  the 
private  men  who  might  join  him,  should  receive  a  bounty  of 
three  guineas  each,  oesides  payment  at  tbeir  full  value,  for 
horses,  arms  and  accoutrements.  He  endeavored  to  paint 
in  lively  colors  the  deplorable  condition  of  our  country,  and 
to  reprobate  our  Congress  as  oppressors,  and  their  authority 
as  tyrannical.      '^  You  are  promised  liberty,"   he  exclaims, 
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"  but  Is  there  an  indlridnal  in  the  eajoyment  of  it,  saving 
your  oppreaiors  ?  Who  amoog  you  dare  speak  or  write  what 
he  thinks  against  the  tyranny  which  hag  robbed  you  of  your 
property,  impriflons  your  persons,  drags  you  to  the  field  of 
battle,  and  is  daily  deluging  your  couutry  with  your  blood  ?" 
Again,  "  what  ia  Americanow  but  a  land  of  widows,  orphans 
and  beggars  !  As  to  you  who  have  been  soldiers  in  the  conti- 
nental army,  can  you  at  this  day  want  evidence  that  the 
funds  of  your  country  are  exhausted,  of  that  the  managers 
have  applied  them  to  their  own  private  uses  ?  In  either  case, 
you  surely  can  no  longer  continue  in  their  service  with  honor 
and  advantage.  Yet  you  have  hitherto  been  their  supporters 
in  that  cruelty  which,  with  an  equal  indifference  to  yours  as 
well  as  to  the  labor  a&d  blood  of  others,  ia  devouring  a  coun- 
try that  from  the  moment  you  quit  their  colors  will  be  re- 
deemed from  their  tyranny."  These  proclamations  failed  of 
'  the  effect  which  they  were  desired  to  produce,  and  not- 
withstanding all  the  hardships,  suDeringi  and  Irritations  which 
tha  Americans  were  called  to  encounter,  "  Arnold  remains 
the  solitary  instance  of  au  American  officer  who  abandoned 
the  side  first  embraced  in  the  cimtest,  and  turned  his  sword 
oa  his  former  companions  in  arms."  "  I  am  mistaken," 
says  Washington  in  a  letter  to  a  friend,  "  if  at  this  time  Ar- 
nold  is  undergoing  the  torments  of  a  mental  hell.  From  soma 
traits  of  his  character  which  have  la'tely  come  to  my  know 
ledge,  he  seems  to  have  been  so  hacknied  in  crime,  so  lost 
to  all  sense  of  honor  and  shame,  that  while  his  faculties  stUI 
enable  him  to  continue  his  sordid  pursuits,  there  will  be  no 
time  for  remorse."  "This  man,"  says  HamUton,  "is  in 
every  sense  despicable.  In  addition  to  the  scene  of  knavery 
and  prostitution  during  his  command  at  Philadelphia,  which 
the  late  seizure  of  his  papers  has  unfolded,  the  history  of  his 
command  at  West  Point  is  a  history  of  little  as  well  as  of 
great  villanies.  He  practised  every  dirty  act  of  peculation, 
and  even  stooped  to  connections  with  the  sutlers  of  the  gar- 
rison to  defraud  the  public."  A  respectable  officer,  in  a 
letter  to  a  friend,  speaks  of  Arnold  in  the  following  language. 
"  It  is  not  possible  for  human  nature  to  receive  a  greater 
quantity  of  guilt  than  he  possesses.  Perhaps  there  is  not  a 
single  obligation,  moral  or  divine,  but  what  he  has  broken 
through.  It  is  discovered  now,  that  in  his  most  early  infancy, 
hell  marked  him  for  her  own,  and  infused  into  him  a  full  pro- 
portion of  her  own  malice.  His  late  apostacy  is  the  summit 
of  his  character.    He  began  his  negociations  with  the  enemy, 
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**  In  jiBtice  to  Dr.  James  Thacber  who  has  acfed 
as  BUT^eon  to  the  r^ment  under  my  commaod,  front 
the  10th  «f  Noremher,  1778,  uotil  the  date  of  these 
presents,  I  now  declare  that  his  conduct,  both  as  sur- 
geon and  gentleman,  has  been  such  as  to  gain  him 
the  applause  and  esteem  of  all  who  had  the  pleasure 
to  be  acquainted  with  him,  end  it  is  with  r^ret  that 
I  am  obliged  to  accede  to  bis  leaving  the  regiment.** 

GEORGE  GIBSON,  ^.^««»^ 

Camp  Smith's  Clove^  Jvne  30M,  1779. 

**  I  do  certify  that  Dr.  James  Thacher  entered  the 
service  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  the  Geo. 
era!  Hospital  department  in  the  capacity  of  a  mate, in 
the  year  1775,  m  which  character  he  oSiciated  until 
promoted  to  the  surgency  of  a  regiment  in  the  year 
1778,  in  which  station  he  continued  until  the  1st  Jan* 
uary  1783,  when  a  reduction  of  the  army  taking  place 
he  retired  from  service.  During  the  time  of  the 
above  service  few  gentlemen  discharged  their  duty 
with  equal  care,  attention  and  faithfulness,  which  gave 
universal  satisfaction,  and  his  knowledge  in  his  pro- 
fession was  conspicuous  from  the  success  which  at- 
tended his  practice  both  in  physic  and  in  surgery.  I 
can  with  more  propriety  recommend  him  to  the  no- 
tice of  the  public,  as  the  greater  part  of  the  time  he 
has  been  under  my  immediate  inspectioa" 

,OHNCOCHKAN,|«^^^ 

Jfmo^UT^  January  1st,  1783. 


Camp  near  J^eu)  Windsor,  Decetnbtr  3lst,  1782. 
"This  ma^  certify  that  Dr.  James  Thacher  has 
Bcrvcd  as  surgeon  to  the  9tli  Massachusetts  regiment 
from  July  Isf,  1779,  to  January  Isl,  1783,  and  at  his 
own  request  retires  from  the  army.  From  his  expe- 
rience, faithfulness  and  attention  to  duty,  he  has  fully 
met  with  my  approbation,  and  it  is  with  great  reluc- 
tance that  1  now  part  with  him." 

HENRY  JACKSON,  Col.  9tkMass.  Reg. 

Camp  28(A  December,  1782. 
"  This  may  certify  that  Dr.  James  Thacher,  having 
made  an  exchange  with  Dr.  Shute  who  stays  in  the 
4th  Masf.  regiment  in  Iiis  place  as  surgeon  agreeable 
to  a  resolve  of  Congress  ordering  a  reform  of  the 
army  and  permitting  senior  ofTicers  to  make  exchanges 
witli  those  of  a  junior  rank,  has  a  right  to  retire  tind 
is  entitled  to  all  the  priviltges  and  immunities  of  re- 
tiring officers." 
—  JOHN  PATERSON,  ^;%.  Gen. 
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